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Copies of Desparcnes from the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the 
Governor of British Cotumaia, and from the Governor to the Secretary 
of State relative to the Government of the Cotony ; Also, 


Corres of the Act oF PARLIAMENT to provide for the GoverNMENT of Bririsu 
CoxtumsBia; GoverNnor’s Commission and Insrructions ; OrprER tn CounciL 
to provide for the Apmrinisrration of Justice; and IystrumMent revoking 


so much of the Crown Grant of 30th May 1838 to the Hupson’s Bay: Ibn, 


Company for exclusive Trapinc with the Indians as relates to the Terri- 
tories comprised within the Colony of British CoLuMBIA, or ThE 
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SCHEDULE. 





os 


DOCUMENTS REFERRED TO IN THE FOLLOWING DESPATCHES :—_ 


“ An Act to provide for the Government of British Columbia ” - 2 . 


Letters Patent appointing James Douglas, Hp .. Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Br itish 
Columbia and its Dependencies - - - - - - | - 


Teetruttions to Governor Douglas - ~ = ~ z 7 


Order in Council empowering the Governor to make Laws, and to provide for the Adminis- 
tration of Justice - : - - - ~ E ‘ : 


Instrument revoking so much of the Crown Grant of 30th May 1838 to the Hudson’s Bay 
Company for exclusive Trading with the Indians as relates to the Territories comprised 
within the Colony of British Columbia - - - - - ~ - 


DESPATCHES FROM GOVERNOR DOUGLAS TO SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Number 
in Date and Number. SUBJECT. 


Series. 


1 May 19, 1858 (23.) - | COUTEAU GOLD MINES. ENCLOSES PROCLAMATION 
FOR CHECKING INFRINGEMENT OF CUSTOMS’ 
LAWS. NAVAL FORCE will be furnished by Captain 
Prevost. Americans endeavouring to force a passage through 
their own Territories by way Columbia River - - - 


2 °| June 10, 1858 (24.) - | REPORT OF VISIT TO FALLS OF FRASER’S RIVER. 
From information collected, is of opinion that the whole 
country eastward of Gulf of Georgia, as far north as Johnston’s 
Straits, as well as Fraser’s River, is one continued bed of Gold. 
Suggests opening the whole Country for Settlement. Measures 
for having a Surveying Staff in readiness. Seizure of Contra- 
band Goods, and taking 16 unlicensed canoes into custody - 


TRADE OF FRASER’S RIVER. States tenor of hig Henly 
toit - - - - - = 


June 15, 1858 (26.) - | DISTURBANCE BETWEEN MINERS AND NATIVES 
AT “ HILL’S BAR.” REPORTS Measures he had adopted 
in consequence. ENCLOSES “ HAND BOOK AND MAP 
TO THE GOLD REGION” - - - - 


June 19, 1858 (28.)- | COUTEAU GOLD MINES. FURTHER REPORT AND 
SUGGESTIONS. Account of Gold collected by Hudson’s 
Bay Company (10,000/.) Instructions a Ss etme 3 apr 
pointment of Collector of Local Dues - 


July 1, 1858 (29.) - | COUTEAU GOLD MINES. Reports increased arrivals. Li- 
cence Fees collected, amounting to 12,625 dollars. Encloses 
Letter from M. Travaillot regarding richness of spot called 
“ Golden Bar,” being the first authentie Report of Gold being 
discovered in the Soil apart from the River bed ~ - 


~I 


July 26, 1858 (31.) - | REPORTS PUBLIC MEASURES ADOPTED FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT OF FRASER’S RIVER AND THE 
GOLD DISTRICTS. Regrets want of a permanent Force for 
Protection of Revenue. Appointments made - - - 





August 19, 1858 (34.)) APPLIES FOR A MILITARY FORCE FOR THE GOLD 
| DISTRICTS. Submits observations on the opening the Route 
by Harrison’s River. Further particulars of the Gold Country. 


3 June 15, 1858 (25.) - | ENCLOSES ADDRESS TO GOVERNOR FOR OPENING 
| 
Encloses Map - t ‘ e < 
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27 
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Number : 
in Date and Number. SUBJECT. | Page. 


Series. 





9 August 27, 1858 (35.)} REPORTS INTENDED VISIT TO FRASER’S RIVER on 
account of Disturbances there, accompanied by Major Hawkins, 
with a small force of Sappers and Miners, and Marines -| 29 


10 August 30, 1858 (37.)| ENCLOSES COPIES OF INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED TO 
THE ASSISTANT GOLD COMMISSIONERS ; also PRO- 
CLAMATION establishing HARBOUR REGULATIONS - | 30 


11 Sept. 9, 1858 (89.) - | MEASURES TAKEN FOR MAINTAINING LAW AND 
ORDER. Reports steps taken to raise Funds for making Roads, 
supplying Food, &c. Observations respecting Licence Fees 
and Duty on Imports. Orderly conduct of the Mining Popula- 
tion - - - = . - - - | 33 


12 Sept. 29, 1858 (40.)- | GENERAL AFFAIRS OF THE COLONY. No undue favour 
shown to Servants of the Hudson’s Bay Company. States inten- 
tion to use caution in employing the Military and Naval Forces. 
American Population not in favour of the appointment of 
Americans as Magistrates or Crown Officers. Attention called 
to the Services rendered by Captains Prevost and Richards, of 
Her Majesty’s Ships “ Satellite ” and “ Plumper ” - -| 35 





13 Sept. 50, 1858 (42.)- | TRADE OF FRASER’S RIVER. The Instructions to allow 
only British Vessels to navigate Fraser’s River without a 
Licence are in accordance with existing Regulations. States 
reasons for having given an extended application to the Rights 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company to trade with the Indians, but 
will in future follow Instructions. Observations on Proclama- 
tion of 8th May, which has been virtually abrogated. Arrange- 
ment with Pacific Mail Steam Packet Company never carried 
into effect. Prepayment of Mining Licences and Head Money 
will be discontinued = - - - ~ é -| 36 


14 Oct. 11, 1858 (43.) - | MEANS OF RAISING A REVENUE. States reasons for 
having adopted the system of Mining Licences. Prefers adop- 
tion of the views contained in Sir E. B. Lytton’s Despatch, 
No. 6, of the 31st July, of levying Import Duties. Anticipates 
beneficial results from Land Sales. The Surveyor-General has 
been instructed to lay out Three Town Sites. Will attend to 
Instructions as to employment of Royal Engineers and Police. 
Condition of Native Indians” - - - = —}- 299 





DESPATCHES FROM SECRETARY OF STATE TO GOVERNOR DOUGLAS. 





1 July 1, 1858 - | NAVAL OFFICERS AT VANCOUVER’S ISLAND will be 
(Confidential.) directed by Admiralty to afford ASSISTANCE, but suggests 


caution in employing Military or Naval force - 4] 


2 July 16, 1858 (4.) - | DISALLOWS PROCLAMATION ISSUED BY THE GOVER- 
NOR. Navigation of Fraser’s River above the mouth open to 
British vessels only. Foreign vessels must be licensed. Not 
to use powers entrusted to him in maintenance of the interests 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company. Disapproves of terms proposed 
to Pacific Mail Company. Alterations of certain terms 
required - - - . Z , Lt ae 


3 July 16, 1858 - | GOVERNMENT OF NEW COLONY OFFERED TO HIM 
(Confidential. ) CONDITIONALLY on ultimately disconnecting himself from 
Hudson’s Bay Company. Salary 1,000/., to be paid, for the 

present, out of a Parliamentary vote - - - sil “48 


4 July 30, 1858 (5.) - | PROPOSE SENDING AN ENGINEER OFFICER with two 
or three subalterns and a COMPANY OF SAPPERS AND 
MINERS CONSISTING OF 150 MEN. Requests that 
arrangements may be made for their reception. Officer in 
command will be provided with general instructions, copy of 
which will be forwarded - - 3 Se 





Number 
in 


Series. 
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10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


Date and Number. 


July 31, 1858 . 
(Confidential. ) 


July 31,1858 (6.) - 


August 14, 1858 (7.) 


August 14, 1858 (8.) 


August 14, 1858 (9.) 


September 1, 1858 - 
(Separate. ) 


Sept. 2, 1858 (1.) - 


Sept. 2, 1858 (2.) - 


Sept. 2, 1858 (3.) - 


Sept. 2, 1858 (5.)  - 


SCHEDULE. 


SUBJECT, 


MUST RELINQUISH ALL CONNEXION WITH THE 
PUGET SOUND COMPANY as well as the Hudson’s Bay 
Company if he accept the office of Governor, If it should not 
conduce to his interests to disconnect himself, his claims to 
enter the service of the Crown in the Colonies, should he 
desire it, will not be overlooked by Her Majesty’s Government - 


GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS. SUGGESTS that moderate 
duties on beer, wine, spirits, &c., preferable to the imposition 
of licences, for the purpose of raising an immediate Revenue. 
Also disposal of public lands for the same purpose. Desirable 
that a site for a Seaport Town should be decided on. The 
general views of the Immigrants to be ascertained. Parlia- 
ment will lend its assistance in the early establishment of the 
Colony, but expects that it will shortly become self-supporting. 
General policy to be that Representative Institutions and self- 
government should prevail. Royal Engineers to survey those 
parts suitable for settlement, and to suggest a site for seat of 
Government ; also as to roads, &e, Imperial Government will 
maintain engineers only for a limited period. If further re- 
quired Colony must defray the cost. Surveys of land for 
private individuals to be included in price paid for the property. 
Engineers sent for scientific purposes, and not solely for Mili- 
tary objects. Inspector of Police will be sent for the formation 
of a Police Force. 'To consider the best means of dealing with 
the Native Indians. Interests of the Natives to be carefully 
guarded ; and attention to be given to the best means of diffus- 
ing the Christian Religion. Friendly communications, as to 
the best means of securing the peace of the Colony, to be made 
with American and other Immigrants. Suggests whether 
among the British and Foreign Immigrants persons can be 
found to form a “ Council of Advice.” Requests an early reply 
on these several topics ~ - - - - - 


TRANSMITS “ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA” - - ‘ 


FURTHER GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS. APPROVES 
various appointments and measures taken for raising a Revenue 
by Customs, also the payment of Mining Licence Fees. Revoca- 
tion of Hudson’s Bay Company’s Licence. Revenue derived 
to be expended on the necessary expenses of the Colony. His 
Salary to be paid by Imperial Government. Measures to be 
taken for the transmission of letters and levying postage. 
Staff of Surveyors already engaged in Vancouver’s Island to 
prepare the way for the arrival of the Surveyor General. 
Future Government of Colony. Information required on 
various subjects - - - - - - 


INFORMATION REQUIRED AS TO DISPOSAL OF LAND. 
GENERAL DIRECTIONS as to its disposal. Enjoined not 
to show favour to the servants of the Hudson’s Bay Company - 


DEPARTURE OF ROYAL ENGINEERS. Introducing 
Captain Parson’s in command of twenty officers and men. 
Desired to afford every assistance to enable him to commence 
operations in anticipation of arrival of Colonel Moody, R.E., 
to whom he is to afford every accommodation - - - 


TRANSMITS QUEEN’S COMMISSION APPOINTING 
HIM GOVERNOR AND COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, to- 
gether with the ROYAL INSTRUCTIONS  - = - 


FORWARDS ORDER IN COUNCIL making provision for the 
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE - - ° 


TRANSMITS REVOCATION OF THE CROWN GRANT 
OF THE 30th MAY 1838 TO THE HUDSON’S BAY 
COMPANY, so far as it embraces the Colony of British 
Columbia - - . - - 


NAVAL ASSISTANCE. Byanealite copy of. oprreepORdence 
with the Admiralty - 
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16 


a7 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


20 | 


24 


25 ! 


26 


Sept. 2, 1858 (6.) - 


Sept. 2, 1858 (7) - 


Sept. 2, 1858 (8.} 


Sept. 2, 18589.) - 


Sept. 2, 1858 (12) 


Sept. 2, 1858 (13.) - 


Sept. 2, 1858 (14.) 


Sept. 2, 1858 (16.) - 


Sept. 2, 1858 (17.) - 


Sept. 2,1858 - - 
(Separate.) 


Sept. 16, 1858 (20.) - 


Sept. 23, 1858 (22.) - 


Sept. 24, 1858 (25.) - 


Oct. 11, 1858 (29.) - 


Oct. 14,1858 - - 
(Confidential.) 


NAVAL ASSISTANCE. Instructions have been sent to Rear- 
_ Admiral Sir M. Seymour to despatch Her Majesty’s ship 
“Tribune” with as many Marines as can be spared. Apprises 
him that the Admiral was instructed in May last to send Her 
Majesty’s ships “ Pylades” and “ Amethyst” to the Pacific 
Station as soon as their services in India and China should be 
no longer required. ‘The ships to go in the first instance to 
Vancouver's Island - - - - - - 


MILITARY AID. Transmits correspondence with War Office 
relative to sending Royal Engineers under Colonel Moody, who 
is also appointed Commissioner of Lands and Works. COPY 
OF INSTRUCTIONS ADDRESSED TO COLONEL 
MOODY. An officer and twenty men will be despatched, vid 
Panama, on the 2d Oct. - . - - - 


ALL EXPENSES OF THE ENGINEER FORCE TO BE 
DEFRAYED BY THE COLONY OUT OF LAND SALES 
in consequence of information received (since Despatch No. 6. 
was written) that there was an early prospect of raising a large 
Revenue - : rn - - - 


POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS, Transmits copies of corres 
dence with the Treasury on the subject of - 


Transmits letter from ABORIGINES PROTECTION SOCIETY 
INVOKING PROTECTION for their people. Desires atten- 
tion to it, but does not adopt the Society’s views as to how this 
is best accomplished — « - - ~ - - 


STATES THAT THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGA- 
TION OF THE GOSPEL PROPOSES SENDING ONE 
OR TWO MISSIONARIES. One will sail on the 15th Oct. 


ENCLOSES LETTER TO COLONEL MOODY ON THE 
SUBJECT OF GRANTING LAND, ON CERTAIN CON- 
DITIONS, to the NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND 
MEN OF THE ROYAL ENGINEERS., REPORT AND 
OPINION REQUIRED AS TO REMISSIONS, ON THE 
PURCHASE OF LAND, TO RETIRED OFFICERS OF 
THE ARMY AND NAVY. Requests Lists of Officers to be 
sent from England, with Civil Situations, also Rates of Pay. To 
Report by every opportunity on all matters of interest — - - 


DEFINING GOVERNOR’S LEGAL POSITION AND NA- 
TURE OF IMMEDIATE DUTIES UNDER EXISTING 
CIRCUMSTANCES - - - - * 4 


JURISDICTION OF THE HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY. 
Encloses copy of correspondence with Foreign Office regarding 
certain queries addressed to Her Majesty’s s Minister at Wash- 
ington by the Pacific Mail Steam Packet Company on the 
subject of - - - = - - 


SUGGESTS APPOINTMENT OF GOLD COMMISSIONERS 


with the powers of Magistrates ; also POLICE FORCE - 


APPROVAL OF THE PUBLIC: MEASURES ADOPTED. 
THANKS TO OFFICERS OF HER MAJESTY’S SHIPS 
“SATELLITE” AND “PLUMPER.” GENERAL IN- 
STRUCTIONS and approval of various appointments - - 


TRANSMITS WARRANT APPOINTING COLONEL 
MOODY “CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF LANDS AND 
WORKS” - 2 : : te 4 


COLONEL MOODY TO HOLD DORMANT iliac 
AS LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR - - 


JUDGES’ SALARY fixed at 8002. - . a 


ACKNOWLEDGES RECEIPT OF REGULATIONS IS- 
SUED FOR MANAGEMENT OF GOLD FIELDS, AND 
PROCLAMATION ESTABLISHING HARBOUR REGU- 
LATIONS, &c. Statement of views as to these Regulations - 


" Page. 


52 


52 


56 
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60 
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61 


63 
65 
65 


66 


67 
67 


67 
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Number 
in Date and Number. SUBJECT. Page. 
Series. 


30 Oct. 16, 1858 (30.) - | RECAPITULATES STEPS TAKEN WITH REGARD TO 
NAVAL, MILITARY, AND POLICE ASSISTANCE. An- 
nounces further reinforcements despatched. Views as to their 
employment. Only to be resorted to when other means prove in- 
sufficient. Estimate of Revenue requested. Trusts a Police Force 


will soon be established. Expression of approval of conduct - | 69 
31 Oct. 16, 1858 - - | ROYAL ENGINEERS ONLY TO BE EMPLOYED IN 
(Private. ) SURVEYING on account of expense - - -| 71 


32 Oct. 19, 1858 (382.) - | ENCLOSES LETTER FROM THE ARCHBISHOP OF 
CANTERBURY, ANNOUNCING ENDOWMENT OF- 
FERED BY MISS BURDETT COUTTS FOR THE 
FOUNDATION OF A SEE, and Reply thereto - -| 72 


33 | Nov. 1, 1858 (35.) - | ENCLOSES INSTRUCTIONS ADDRESSED TO COLONEL 
MOODY : ; i : . . | 73 


#0) ol ed Sa Dw 


No. 1. MAP showing the different Routes of Communication with the Gold Regions on Fraser’s and 
Thompson’s Rivers - - . - - - - - - =—78 


No. 2. HAND BOOK to the Gold Regions, by A. ae Ander ar late Chief ihtemea a ae BAY 
COMPANY’S SERVICE - - 3 
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Papers relating to British Columbia. 





No. 1. 


Corius of the Acr of Partramenr to provide for the Government of Bririsn Cotumpra ; 
Governors’ Commission and Insrructions; Orper in Counci to provide for the 
ApMINIsTRATION of Justice; and Instrument revoking so much of the Crown Grant 
of the 30th May 1838 to the Huvson’s Bay Company for exclusive Trapina with 
the Inprans as relates to the Territories comprised within the Colony of Brrrisi 
CoLuMBIA. 


Anno Vicestmo Primo & Vicestwo Secunpo Victoria Reacina. 
Carr Xerx 


An Act to provide for the Government of British Columbia. 
[2d August 1858.] 


Wuereas divers of Her Majesty’s subjects and others have, by the licence and consent 
of Her Majesty, resorted to and settled on certain wild and unoccupied territories on the 
north-west coast of North America, commonly known by the designation of New Cale- 
donia, and from and after the passing of this Act to be named “ Bririsn Cotumpia,” and 
the islands adjacent, for mining and other purposes ; and it is desirable to make some tem- 
porary provision for the Civil Government of such territories, until permanent settlements 
shall be thereupon established, and the number of Colonists increased: Be it therefore 
enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Lords Spiritual and ‘Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows 

I. British Columbia shall, for the purposes of this Act, be held to comprise all such 
territories within the dominions of Her Majesty as are bounded to the south by the 
frontier of the United States of America, to the east by the main chain of the Rocky 
Mountains, to the north by Simpson’s River and the Finlay Branch of the Peace River, 
and to the west by the Pacific Ocean, and shall include Queen Charlotte’s Island, fe 
all other islands adjacent to the said territories, except as herein-after excepted. 

II. It shall be lawful for Her Majesty, by any Order or Orders to be by Her from time 
to time made, with the advice of Her Privy Council, to make, ordain, and establish, and 
(subject to such conditions or restrictions as to Her shall seem meet) to authorize and 
empower such officer as She may from time to time appoint as Governor of British Columbia 
to make provision for the administration of justice therein, and generally to make, ordain, 
and establish all such laws, institutions, and ordinances as may be necessary for the 
peace, order, and good government of Her Majesty’s subjects and others therein ; pro- 
vided that all such Orders in Council, and all laws and ordinances so to be made as afore: 
said, shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament as soon as conveniently may be after 
the making and enactment thereof respectively. 

Il]. Provided always, that it shall be lawful for Her Majesty, so soon as She may 
deem it convenient, by any such Order in Council as aforesaid, to constitute or to autho- 
rize and empower such officer to constitute a Legislature to make laws for the peace, 
order, and good government of British Columbia, such Legislature to consist of the, 
Governor and a Council, or Council and Assembly, to be composed of such and so many 
persons, and to be appointed or elected in such manner and in for such periods, and 
subject to such regulations as to Her Majesty may seem expedient. 

IV. And whereas an Act was passed in the forty-third year of King George the Third, 
intituled “ An Act for extending the jurisdiction of the Courts of Justice in the provinces 
“ of Lower and Upper Canada to the trial and punishment of persons guilty of crimes 
“ and offences within certain parts of North America adjoining to the said provinces 
And whereas by an Act passed in the second year of King George the Iourth, intituled 
“ An Act for regulating the fur trade, and establishing a Criminal and Civil Jurisdiction 
“ within certain parts of North America,” it was enacted, that from and after the passing 
of that Act the Courts of Judicature then existing or which might be thereafter esta- 
blished in the province of Upper Canada should have the same civil jurisdiction, power, 


Britisu 
CoLumBIA, 





No. 1. 


Boundaries of 
British Co- 
lumbia, 


Her Majesty 
by Order in 
Council may 
make or pro- 
vide for the 
making of laws 
for the govern- 
ment of Her 
Majesty's sub- 
jects and others 
in British Co- 
Jumbia. 


Her Majesty 
may establish a 
local legislature 
in British Co- 
lumbia. 


Certain provi- 
sions of 43 G. 3. 
¢.138. and 1 & 2 
G. 4. ¢. 66. as 

» regards British 
Columbia re- 
pealed, 


BrITIsH 
CoLuUMBIA, 





Appeal from 
Sudgments in 
civil suits to 
the Privy 
Council, 


Vancouver’s 
Island, as at 
present esta- 
plished, not to 
be included 
in British Co- 
lumbia. 


** Governor.” 


Act to continue 


in force until 
December 31, 
1862. 


Expiration of 


act not to affect 
Boundaries, &c. 


2 PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


and authority, within the Indian territories and other parts of America not within the 
limits of either of the provinces of Lower or Upper Canada or of any Civil.Government 
of the United States, as the said Courts had or were invested with within the limits of 
the said provinces of Lower and Upper Canada respectively, and that every contract, 
agreement, debt, liability, and demand made, entered into, incurred, or arising within the 
said Indian territories and other parts of America, and every wrong and injury to the 
person or to property committed or done within the same, should be and be deemed to 
be of the same nature, and be cognizable and be tried in the same manner, and subject 
to the same consequences in all respects, as if the same had been made, entered into, 
incurred, arisen, committed, or done within the said province of Upper Canada; and in 
the same Act are contained provisions for giving force, authority, and effect within the 
said Indian territories and other parts of America to the process and acts of the said 
Courts of Upper Canada; and it was thereby also enacted, that it should be lawful for 
His Majesty, if He should deem it convenient so to do, to issue a Commission or Com- 
missions to any person or persons to be and act as Justices of the Peace within such parts 
of America as aforesaid, as well within any territories theretofore granted to the Company 
of Adventurers of England trading to Hudson’s, Bay as within the Indian territories of 
such other parts of America as aforesaid; and it was further enacted, that it should be 
lawful for His Majesty from time to time, by any Commission under the Great Seal, to 
authorize and empower any such persons so appointed Justices of the Peace as aforesaid 
to sit and hold Courts of Record for the trial of criminal offences and misdemeanors, and 
also of civil causes, and it should be lawful for His Majesty to order, direct, and autho- 
rize the appointment of proper officers to act in aid of such Courts and Justices within the 
jurisdiction assigned to such Courts and Justices in any such Commission, provided that 
such Courts should not try any offender upon any charge or indictment for any felony 
made the subject of capital punishment, or for any offence or passing sentence affecting 
the life of any offender, or adjudge or cause any offender to suffer capital punishment or 
transportation, or take cognizance of or try any civil action or suit in which the cause of 
such suit or action should exceed in value the amount or sum of two hundred pounds; 
and in every case of any offence subjecting the person committing the same to capital 
punishment or transportation, the Court, or any Judge of any such Court, or any Justice 
or Justices of the Peace before whom any such offender should be brought, should 
commit such offender to safe custody, and cause such offender to be sent in such custody 
for trial in the Court of the province of Upper Canada: 

From and after the Proclamation of this Act in British Columbia, the said Act of the 
forty-third year of King George the Third, and the said recited provisions of the said 
Act of the second year of King George the Fourth, and the provisions contained in such 
Act for giving force, authority, and effect within the Indian territories and other parts of 
America to the process and acts of the said Courts of Upper Canada, shall cease to have 
force in and to be applicable to British Columbia. | 

V. Provided always, that all judgments given in any Civil Suit in British Columbia 
shall be subject to appeal to Her Majesty in Council, in the manner and subject to the 
regulations in and subject to which appeals are now brought from the Civil Courts of 
Canada, and to such further or other regulations as Her Majesty, with the advice of Her 
Privy Council, shall from time to time appoint. 

VI. No part of the Colony of Vancouver’s Island, as at present established, shall be 
comprised within British Columbia for the purpose of this Act; but it shall be lawful 
for Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors, on receiving at any time during the continu- 
ance of this Act a joint Address from the two Houses of the Legislature of Vancouver’s 
Island, praying for the incorporation of that island with British Columbia, by Order to be 
made as aforesaid with the advice of Her Privy Council to annex the said island to 
British Columbia, subject to such conditions and regulations as to Her Majesty shall 
seem expedient ; and thereupon, and from the date of the publication of such Order in the 
said island, or such other date as may be fixed in such Order, the provisions of this Act 
shall be held to apply to Vancouver's Island. | 

VII. In the construction of this Act the term ‘ Governor” shall mean the person for. 
the time being lawfully administering the Government of British Columbia. 

VIII. This Act shall continue in force until the 31st day of December 1862, and 
thenceforth to the end of the then next session of Parliament: Provided always, that 
the expiration of this Act shall not affect the boundaries hereby defined, or the right of 
appeal hereby given, or any act done or right or title acquired under or by virtue of this 
Act, nor shall the expiration of this Act revive the Acts or parts of Acts hereby 
repealed. 
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Lerrers Patent under the Great Seal appointing James Dove.as, Esquire, to be Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Colony of British Coxumpia and its 
Dependencies. 


Letters Patent, dated 2d September 1858. 


Victoria, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
Queen, Defender of the Faith, to Our trusty and well-beloved James Douglas, 
Esquire, greeting: 


I. Wuereas We deem it expedient, in pursuance of an Act passed in the twenty-second 
year of Our reign, intituled ‘“ An Act to provide for the Government of British Columbia,” 
to make more particular provision for the Government of Our said Colony : Now know you, 
that We, reposing especial trust and confidence in the prudence, courage, and loyalty of 
you, the said James Douglas, of Our especial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, 
have thought fit to constitute and appoint you, the said James Douglas, to be, during 
Our will and pleasure, Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over Our Colony of 
British Columbia and its Dependencies, and in and over ali forts and garrisons erected 
and established, or to be erected and established, in Our said Colony of British Columbia, 
comprising all such territories as are bounded to the south by the frontier of the United 
States of America, to the east, by the main chain of the Rocky Mountains, to the north, 
by Simpson’s River and the Finlay Branch of the Peace River, and to the west, by the 
Pacific Ocean, including Queen Charlotte Island and all other islands adjacent to the 
said territories, excepting from the said islands Our Island of Vancouver, until the said 
island shall, in pursuance of the said Act, be hereafter incorporated into Our said Colony. 


II. And We do hereby require and command you to do and execute all things in due 
manner that shall belong unto your said command and the trust We have reposed in you, 
according to the several powers and authorities granted or appointed you by this Our 
present Commission and the Instructions herewith given you, or according to such further 
powers, directions, and authorities as shall at any time hereafter be granted or appointed 
you, under Our Sign Manual and Signet, or by Our Order in Our Privy Council, or by 
Us, through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, and according to such reasonable 
laws as are now or shall hereafter be in force in Our said Colony. 


III. And whereas it has been appointed by Parliament that it shall be lawful for Us, 
by any Order or Orders to be by Us from time to time made, with the advice of Our 
Privy Council, to make, ordain, and establish, and, subject to such conditions and 
restrictions as to Us shall seem meet, to authorize and empower such officer as We may 
appoint to administer the Government of Our said Colony, to make provision for the 
administration of justice therein, and generally to make, ordain, and establish all such 
laws, institutions, and ordinances as may be necessary for the peace, order, and good 
government of Our subjects and others residing therein ; and whereas We have, in pur- 
‘suance of the said Act, by Our Order made by Us in Our Privy Council, bearing date 
this 2d instant, ordered, authorized, empowered, and commanded Our Governor of Our 
said Colony to make provision for the administration of justice in Our said Colony, and 
generally to make, ordain, and establish all such laws, institutions, and ordinances as may 
be necessary for the peace, order, and good government of Our subjects and others 
residing therein, wherein the said Governor is to conform to and exercise the directions, 
powers, and authorities given and granted to him by Our Commission, subject to all such 
rules and regulations as shall be prescribed in and by Our Instructions under Our Signet 
and Sign Manual accompanying Our said Commission, or by any future Instructions, as 
aforesaid: Now We do, by this Our Commission, give and grant to you, the said James 
Douglas, full power and authority to constitute and appoint Judges, and, in cases requi- 
site, Commissioners of Oyer and Terminer, Justices of the Peace, Sheriffs, and other 
necessary Officers and Ministers in Our said Colony and its Dependencies, for the due and 
impartial administration of justice and putting the laws into execution, and to administer 
or cause to be administered unto them such oath or oaths as are usually given for the 
due execution and performance of offices and places, and for the clearing of truth in 
judicial matters. 


IV. And We do by these presents further give and grant unto you, the said James 
Douglas, full power and authority, by Proclamation or Proclamations to be by you from 
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time to time for that purpose issued under the Public Seal of Our said Colony, to make, 
ordain, and establish all such laws, institutions, and ordinances as may be necessary 
for the peace, order, and good government of Our subjects and others residing in 
Our said Colony and its Dependencies: Provided that such laws, institutions, and 
ordinances are not to be repugnant, but, as near as may be, agreeable to the Laws 
and Statutes of Our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland: Provided also, 
that all such Jaws, institutions, and ordinances, of what nature or duration soever, 
be transmitted under the Public Seal of Our said Colony for Our approbation or dis- 
allowance, as in Our said Order provided: And We do by these presents require 
and enjoin you that in making all such laws, institutions, and ordinances you do 
strictly conform to and observe the rules, regulations, and restrictions which are or 
shall be in that respect prescribed to you by Our Instructions under Our Royal 
Sign Manual and Signet accompanying this Our Commission, or by any future Instruc- 
tions, as aforesaid. 

V. And We do hereby authorize and empower you, the said James Douglas, to keep 
and use the Public Seal for sealing all things whatsoever that shall pass the seal of Our 
said Colony and its Dependencies. 


VI. And Our further will and pleasure is, that all public monies raised, or which 
shall be raised by any Proclamation or Law hereafter to be made within Our said Colony 
and its Dependencies, be issued out by Warrant from you, and disposed of by you for 
the support of the Government, or for such other purpose as shall be particularly 
directed or appointed in and by such Proclamation or Law, and not otherwise. 


VII. And We do hereby give and grant unto you, the said James Douglas, full 
power and authority to erect, constitute, and establish in Our said Island and its 
Dependencies, such and so many counties, townships, parishes, cities, boroughs, and 
towns as you shall judge necessary. 


VIII. And We do hereby give and grant unto you, the said James Douglas, by 
yourself, or by your Captains and Commanders by you to be authorized, full power and 
authority to Jevy, arm, muster, command, and employ all persons whatsoever residing 
within Our said Colony and its Dependencies, and as occasion shall serve, them to march 
from one place to another, or to embark them for the resisting and withstanding of all 
enemies, pirates, and rebels, both at sea and land, and to do and execute all and every 
other thing and things which to Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief doth and ought 
of right to belong. 

IX. And We do hereby give and grant unto you, the said James Douglas, full power 
and authority, upon sufficient cause to you appearing, to suspend from the exercise of 
his office within Our said Colony and its Dependencies any person exercising any office 
or place under or by virtue of any Commission or Warrant granted or which may be 
granted by Us, or in Our name, or under Our authority, which suspension shall continue 
and have effect only until Our pleasure therein shall be made known and signified to you. 
And We do hereby strictly require and enjoin you in proceeding to any such suspension 
to observe the directions in that behalf given to you by Our Instructions under Our 
Signet and Sign Manual accompanying this Our Commission appointing you Governor 
of Our said Colony. 

X. And We do hereby give and grant unto you, the said James Douglas, full power 
and authority, as you shall see occasion, in Our name and on Our behalf, to grant to 
any offender convicted of any crime in any Court, or before any Judge, Justice, or 
Magistrate, within Our said Colony and its Dependencies, a pardon, either free, or subject 
to lawful conditions, or any respite of the execution of any such offender for such 
period as to you may seem fit, and to remit any fines, penalties, or forfeitures which 
may become due and payable to Us, but subject to the regulations and directions under 
Our Royal Sign Manual and Signet accompanying this Our Commission, or in any 
future Instructions as aforesaid. 


XI. And whereas it is necessary to make provision for the execution of this Our 
Commission in the event of the death, incapacity, removal, or absence of you, the said 
James Douglas, from Our said Colony: We do hereby declare Our will and pleasure, 
that in any of the contingencies aforesaid the Government of Our said Colony shall be 
administered by Our Lieutenant-Governor of Our said Colony; or if there be no 
Licutenant-Governor upon the place, by the person whom We may commission to 
administer the Government of Our said Colony; or if there should be no person so 
specially commissioned to administer the Government of Our said Colony, then by such 
person as you, by Warrant under your hand and seal, shall or may appoint to administer 
the Government of Our said Colony and its Dependencies, to all or either of which 
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persons We do hereby give and grant all the powers and authorities vested in you by this 
Our Commission and the Instructions under Our Sign Manual and Signet accompanying 
the same: Provided, nevertheless, that if the exigencies of Our Service shall at any time 
require your presence in Our Island of Vancouver, you do continue to exercise all the 
powers and authorities hereby vested in you, as fully as if you were not absent from the 
limits of Our said Colony of British Columbia. 

XII. And We do hereby require and command all Officers, Ministers, Civil and 
Military, and all other the inhabitants of Our said Colony and the territories depending 
thereon, to be obedient, aiding and assisting unto you, the said James Douglas, or in 
the event of your death, incapacity, or removal or absence from Our said Colony, to 
such person or persons as may, under the provisions of this Our Commission, assume 
and exercise the functions of our Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over Our 
said Colony. 





Insrrucrions to Our trusty and well-beloved James Dovetas, Esquire, Our Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief in and over Our Colony of British Columbia and of its 
Dependencies, or in his absence to Our Lieutenant-Governor or Officer admi- 
nistering the Government of Our said Colony and its Dependencies for the 
time being. 


Given at Our Court at Osborne House, Isle of Wight, the 2d day of September 
1858, in the twenty-second year of Our Reign. 


I. With these Our Instructions you will receive Our Commission under Our Great 
Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, constituting you to be Our 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over Our Colony of British Columbia and 
its Dependencies ; you are therefore with all convenient speed to assume and enter 
upon the execution of the trust We have reposed in you. 

If. And you are, with all due and usual solemnity, to cause Our said Commission, 
constituting you Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief as aforesaid, to be read and 
published in the presence of the principal persons of Our said Colony, and you will 
then and there take the Oath of Allegiance as prescribed by the Act of the first year 
of King George the First, Statute 2, chapter 13, section 2, and likewise the usual 
oath for the due execution of the office and trust of Our Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief in and over Our said Colony and Dependencies, and for the due and impartial 
administration of justice, and further, the oath required to be taken by Governors of 
Plantations, to do their utmost that the several laws relating to trade and the plantations 
be duly observed, which oaths any two Justices of Our said Colony and its Dependencies 
or of Vancouver's Island, have hereby full power and authority and are required to 
tender and adiminister unto you; all which being duly performed, you will administer 
- the said Oath of Allegiance to each of the principal persons then present. 

Ilf. You are, by yourself, or by any other person to be authorized by you in that 
behalf, to administer and to give to all and every such persons as you shall think fit, 
who shall hold any office or place of trust or profit, or who shall at any time or times 
pass into Our said Colony and its Dependencies, or be resident therein, the said Oath 
of Allegiance, save only in cases wherein any other oath or oaths is or are prescribed 
by the Statutes in that behalf made, or by any of them, in which cases it is Our 
pleasure and We do hereby direct that you do administer to such persons such other 
oath or oaths as aforesaid. 

IV. It being of the greatest importance to Our Service and to the welfare of Our 
subjects, that justice be everywhere speedily and duly administered, and that all dis- 
orders, delays, and other undue practices in the administration thereof be effectually 
prevented, We do particularly require you to take especial care that in all Courts 
where you are authorized to preside justice be impartially administered, and that in 
all other Courts established within our said Colony and its Dependencies all Judges and 
other persons therein concerned do likewise pertorm their several duties, without any 
delay or partiality. 

V. And whereas We have by Our said Commission authorized, empowered, and 
commanded you, by Proclamation, or Proclamations to be by you for that purpose 
issued under the Public Seal of Our said Colony, to make all such laws, institutions, 
and ordinancés as may be necessary for He peace, order, and good government of Our 
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Brrttsx Subjects residing in our said Colony and its Dependencies, and other persons, subject 
Corumsra. to the rules and regulations which are or shall be in that respect. prescribed to you 
—— by Our Instructions under Our Sign Manual and Signet accompanying Our said 
Commission, or by any future Instructions as aforesaid: Now We do prescribe to you 

the following rules and regulations for your guidance: 

VI. You are to observe, in making laws, that the style of enacting the same be by the 
Governor of British Columbia. 

VII. You are, as much as possible, to observe, in the passing of all laws, that each 
different matter be provided for by a different law, without intermixing in one and the 
same law such things as have no proper relation to each other; and you are more 
especially to take care that no clause or clauses be inserted in or annexed to any law 
which shall be foreign to what the title of such law imports, and that no perpetual 
clause be part of any temporary law, and that no law whatever be suspended, altered, 
continued, revived, or repealed by general words, but that the title and date of such law 
so suspended, altered, continued, revived, or repealed be particularly mentioned and 
expressed in the enacting part. 

VIII. You are not to make any law whereby: any person may be impeded in esta- 
blishing the worship of Almighty God in a peaceable and orderly manner, although such 
worship may not be conducted according to the rites and ceremonies of the Church of 
England ; " 

IX. Nor any law for the divorce of persons joined together in holy matrimony ; 

X. Nor any law for granting land or money or other donation to yourself ; 

XI. Nor any law for making any paper or other currency a legal tender, except the 
coin of the realm, or other gold or silver coin ; 

XII. Nor any law for raising money by the institution of public or private lotteries ; 

XIII. Nor any private law whereby the property of any individual may be affected, 
in which there is not a saving of the rights of Us, Our heirs and successors, and of all 
bodies politic or corporate, and of all other persons, excepting those at whose instance or 
for whose especial benefit such law may be enacted, and those claiming by, from, through, 
and under them ; 

XIV. Nor any law for imposing differential duties ; 

XV. Nor any law the provisions of which shall appear inconsistent with obligations 
imposed upon us by treaty ; 

XVI. Nor any law interfering with the discipline of our Land or Sea Forces in the 
Colony; 

XVII. Nor any law that shall purport to be enacted for less than one year ; 

XVIII. Nor any law, of an extraordinary nature and importance, whereby Our Prero- 
gative, or the rights and property of Our subjects residing in Our said Colony, or the 
trade and shipping of Our United Kingdom and its Dependencies, may be prejudiced ; 

XIX. Nor any law containing provisions to which Our assent has been once refused, 
or which have been disallowed by Us. 

XX. You are to take care that all Writs be issued in Our name throughout Our said 
Colony under your Government. 

XXI. You are to take especial care to regulate all salaries and fees belonging to places, 
or paid upon emergencies, that they be within the bounds of moderation, and that no 
extortion be made on any occasion whatsoever, as also that tables of all fees be publicly 
hung up in all places where such fees are to be paid; and you are to transmit copies of 
all such tables of fees to Us, through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State. 

XXII. It is Our will and pleasure that you do in all things conform yourself to the 
provisions contained in an Act of Parliament passed in the fourth year of the reign of 
His late Majesty King George the Third, intituled “ An Act to prevent paper bills of 
“‘ credit hereafter to be issued in any of His Majesty’s Colonies or Plantations in America 
“ from being declared to be a legal tender in payment of money, and to prevent the 
‘* Jegal tender of such bills as are now subsisting from being prolonged beyond the | 
‘‘ periods limited for recalling in and sinking the same,” and also of an Act passed in 
the thirteenth year of the reign of His late Majesty, to explain and amend the above- 
recited Act passed in the fourth year of his reign as aforesaid; and you are not to give 
your assent to or pass any law whereby bills of credit may be struck or issued in lieu of 
money, or for payment of money, either to you, Our Governor, or to any person what- 
soever, unless a clause be inserted in such law declaring that the same shall not take 
effect until the said law shall have been approved and confirmed by Us, Our heirs or 
successors. | | 

XXIII. You shall not, by colour of any power or authority hereby or otherwise 

granted or mentioned to be granted to you, take upon you to give, grant, or dispose of 
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_ any office or place within Our said Colony and its Dependencies, which now is or shall be 
granted under the Great Seal of Our United Kingdom, or to which any person is or shall 
be appointed by Warrant under Our Sign Manual and Signet, any further than you may, 
upon the vacancy of any such office or place, or upon the suspension of any such officer 
by you, select and nominate any fit person to officiate in the interim, till you shall 
have represented the matter to Us, through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, 
ee you are to do by the first opportunity, and have received Our further directions 
therein. 

XXIV. You are to transmit unto Us, through one of Our Principal Secretaries of 
State, with all convenient speed, a particular account of all establishments of juris- 
dictions, courts, offices and officers, powers, authorities, fees, and privileges, granted and 
settled, or which shall be granted and settled, within Our said Colony and its Depen- 
dencies, as likewise an account of all the expenses attending the establishments of the 
said Courts, and of such funds as are settled and appropriated to discharge the same. 

XXV. And whereas We have by Our said Commission authorized you, upon sufficient 
cause to you appearing, to suspend from the exercise of his office within Our said Colony 
and its Dependencies any person exercising the same under and by virtue of any Com- 
mission or Warrant granted or to be granted by Us or in Our name or under Our 
authority: Now We do charge and require you that, before proceeding to any such 
suspension, you do signify, by a statement in writing to the person so to be suspended, 
the grounds of such your intended proceeding against him, and that you do call upon 
such person to communicate to you in writing a statement of the grounds upon which he 
may be desirous to exculpate himself, and if, after having considered such statement and 
exculpation, you should persist in such suspension, you are to transmit the said state- 
ment and exculpation to Us, through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, by the 
earliest conveyance; but if in any case the interests of Our Service shall appear to you 
to demand that a person shall cease to exercise the powers and functions of his office 
instantly, or before there shall be time to take the proceedings herein-before «lirected, 
you shall then interdict such person from the exercise of his powers and functions, pre- 
serving to him, however, until.such proceedings shall have been taken, the emoluments 
and advantages of his office. 

X XVI. And whereas We have by Our said Commission given and granted unto you 
full power and authority, as you shall see occasion, in Our name and on Our behalf, to 
grant to any offender convicted of any crime in any court, or before any Judge, Justice, 
or Magistrate within our said Colony, a pardon, either free or subject to lawful conditions, 
or any respite of the sentence of any such offender for such period as to you may seem 
fit: Now We do hereby require and enjoin you to call upon the Judge presiding at the 
trial of any such offender, who may from time to time be condemned to suffer death by 
any sentence of any Court within Our said Colony, to make to you a written report of 
the case of such offender, and specially to attend you thereupon, and such report of the 
said Judge shall by you be taken into consideration, and you shall not pardon or reprieve 
any such offender as aforesaid unless it shall appear to you expedient so to do, but in 
all such cases you are to decide either to extend cr to withhold a pardon or reprieve, 
according to your own deliberate judgment. 

XXVII. And whereas there have been great irregularities in the manner of granting 
Commissions to private ships of war, you are to.govern yourself, whenever there shall be 
occasion, according to the Commission and Instructions granted in this kingdom; but 
you are not to grant Commissions of marque or reprisal against any Prince or State, or 
their subjects, in amity with Us, to any person whatsoever, without Our special command. 

XXVIII. We do enjoin and require that you do take especial care that Almighty 
God be devoutly and truly served throughout your Government, and that you will 
duly exercise the powers herein confided to you for the encouragement of Religion and 
morality, so far as consistent with established law. 

XXIX. It is Our further will and pleasure that you do give your most serious atten- 
tion to the consideration and appliance of all proper methods for the erecting and 
maintaining schools, in order to the training up of youth to reading and to a necessary 
knowledge of the principles of Religion. forte 

XXX. You shall from time to time give unto Us, through one of Our Principal Secre- 
taries of State, an account of the wants and defects of Our said Colony and its Depen- 
dencies, what are the chief products thereof, what improvements have been lately made, 
and what further improvements you conceive may be made, or advantages gained by 
trade, and in what way We may contribute thereunto. : 

XXXI. If anything shall happen which may be of advantage or security to Our 
Colony and its Dependencies under hi) aaah which is not herein or by Our 
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Commission provided for, We do hereby allow you to take orders for the present therein, 
giving unto Us, through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, speedy notice thereof, 
that so you may receive Our ratification, if We shall approve of the same: Provided 
always, that you do not, under colour of any power or authority hereby given to you, 
commence or declare war without Our knowledge, and particular commands therein first 
obtained for so doing from Us, under Our Sign Manual and Signet, or by Our Order 
in Our Privy Council. 

XXXII. And you are upon all occasions to send to Us, through one of Our Principal 
Secretaries of State, a particular account of all your proceedings, and of the condition of 
affairs within your Government. 

X XXIII. And whereas We have thought fit, by Our Commission, to direct that in 
case of your death, incapacity, removal, or absence, and there be at that time no person 
within Our said Colony commissioned or appointed by Us to be Lieutenant-Governor, or 
specially appointed by Us to administer the Government of Our said Colony and its 
Dependencies, a person to be for that purpose appointed by yourself shall take upon him 
the administration of the said Government, with all the powers and authorities vested in 
you; it is nevertheless Our express will and pleasure that in such case the person so 
administering the Government under your Warrant shall forbear to make any laws but 
what are immediately necessary for the peace and welfare of Our said Colony and its 
Dependencies without Our particular order for that purpose, and that he shall not take 
upon him to remove or suspend any of the Judges, Justices of the Peace, or other officer, 
civil or military, without good and sufficient reasons, of which he shall forthwith transmit 
an account to Us, through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State. 

XXXIV. And whereas great prejudice might happen to Our Service and to the 
security of Our said Colony by your prolonged absence therefrom, you shall not upon 
any pretence whateyer quit Our said Colony, without first having obtained Our leave for 
so doing under Our Sign Manual, or through one of Our Principal Seeretaries of State, 
excepting for the purpose of visiting Our Island of Vancouver. 


Aw Orper of the Queen in Council empowering the Governor of British CoLumsta to 
make Laws, and to provide for the Administration of Justice in the said Colony. 


At the Court at Osborne House, Isle of Wight, the 2nd day of September 1858. 
PRESENT : 
The Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council. 


Wuereas by an Act passed in the twenty-second year of the reign of Her Majesty, 
entitled ‘* An Act to provide for the Government of British Columbia,” it is declared 
lawful for Her Majesty, by any Order or Orders to be by Her from time to time made, 
with the advice of Her Privy Council, to make, ordain, and establish, and (subject to 
such conditions as to Her shall seem meet) to authorize and empower such officer as 
She may from time to time appoint to administer the Government of British Columbia 
to make provision for the administration of justice therein, and generally to make, 
ordain, and establish all such laws, institutions, and ordinances-as may be necessary 
for the peace, order, and good government of Her Majesty’s subjects and others therein : 
Provided that all such Orders in Council, and all laws and ordinances so to be made 
as aforesaid, shall be laid before both Houses cf Parliament as soon as conveniently 
may be after the making and enactment thereof respectively; provided also, that it 
shall be lawful for Her Majesty, so soon as She may deem it convenient, by any such 
Order in Council as aforesaid, to constitute, or to authorize and empower such officer to 
constitute, a Legislature, to make laws for the peace, order, and good government of 
British Columbia, such Legislature to consist of the Governor and a Council, or Council 
and Assembly, to be composed of such and so many persons, and to be appointed or 
elected in such manner, and for such periods, and subject to such regulations, as to Her 
Majesty may seem expedient : 

Her Majesty, by virtue of the powers vested in Her by the said recited Act, and by 
and with the advice of Her Privy Council, is pleased to order and doth hereby order, 
authorize, empower, and command the Governor, or the officer for the time being 
administering the Government of the said Colony of British Columbia, to make provision 
for the administration of justice; and, further, by Proclamation or Proclamations to be 
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by him issued for that purpose, under the Public Seal of the said Colony, to make, 
ordain, and establish all such laws and ordinances as may be necessary for the peace, 
order, and good government of Her Majesty’s subjects and others in the said Colony ; 
subject, nevertheless, to the following conditions, that is to say: that every such law 
or ordinance as aforesaid shall by the said Governor or officer administering the 
Government be with all convenient expedition transmitted to Her Majesty, for Her 
approbation or disallowance thereof or of any part thereof, through one of Her Principal 
Secretaries of State, and that the same or any part thereof shall not be in force within 
the said Colony after Her Majesty’s disallowance as aforesaid shall be made known 
therein: Provided nevertheless, and Her Majesty doth hereby reserve to Herself, Her 
heirs and successors, Her and their right and authority to make and establish, from time 
to time, with the advice of Her Privy Council, all such laws as may to Her or them 
appear necessary for the order, peace, and good government of the said Colony and its 
Dependencies, as fully as if this present Order had not been made. 

And it is hereby further ordered, that in providing for the administration of justice in 
the said Colony, and the making all such laws, institutions, and ordinances, the said 
Governor or officer for the time being administering the Government of the said Colony 
shall conform to and exercise all the directions, powers, and authorities given and 
granted to him by Her Majesty's Commission, the draft of which is hereunto annexed, 
subject to all such rules and regulations as are prescribed in and by the Instructions 
under the Royal Sign Manual and Signet accompanying Her Majesty’s Commission, or 
by any Instructions as aforesaid which Her Majesty, with the advice of Her Privy 
Council, may from time to time make for his guidance herein. 

And the Right Honourable Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, Baronet, one of Her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretaries of State, is to give herein the necessary directions accordingly. 


(Signed) CC. C. GREVILLE. 





Copy of an Insrrument under the Royal Sign Manual, revoking so much of the Crown 
Grant of 30th May 1838, to the Hupson’s Bay Company, for exclusive Trading with 
the Indians, as relates to the Territories comprised within the Colony of Bririsu 
Cortumpra, dated 2d September 1858. 


Victoria, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith, to all to whom these presents shall 
come, grecting : 


Wuereas by an Instrument under the hand and seal of the Right Honourable Lord 
Glenelg, then one of Our Principal Secrctaries of State, and dated the 30th day of May 
1838, We did, for the rcasons and considerations therein recited, grant and give Our licence 
to the Governor and Company of Adventurers trading to Hudson’s Bay, and their suc- 
cessors, for the exclusive privilege of trading with the Indians in all such parts of North 
America to the northward and to the westward of the lands and territories belonging 
to the United States of America as should not form part of any of Our provinces 
in North America, or of any lands or territories belonging to the said United States of 
America, or to any European Government, State, or Power, but subject, nevertheless, as 
therein-after mentioned ; and did give, grant, and secure to the said Governor and Com- 
pany, and their successors, the sole and exclusive privilege, for the full period of twenty- 
one years from the date of Our said grant, of trading with the Indians in all such parts of 
North America as aforesaid (except as therein-after mentioned): Provided nevertheless, 
and We did thereby declare Our pleasure to be, that nothing therein contained should 
extend or be construed to prevent the establishment by Us, Our heirs or successors, 
within the territories aforesaid or any of them, of any colony or colonies, province or 
provinces, or the annexing any part of the aforesaid territories to any existing colony 
or colonies, to Us, in right of Our Imperial Crown, belonging, or constituting any such 
form of Civil Government as to Us might seem meet, within any such colony or colonies, 
province or provinces; and We did thereby reserve to Us, Our heirs and successors, full 
power and authority to revoke Our said grant or any part thereof in so far as the same 
might embrace or extend to any of the territories aforesaid which might thereafter be 
comprised within any colony or colonies, province or provinces, as aforesaid : ; 

And whereas We have, by Our Commission under the Great Seal of Our United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, ave date at Westminster this second day of 
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Britisa September 1858, in the twenty-second year of Our reign, and in virtue as well of the 
Corvmsra. powers vested in Us by an Act, entitled “ An Act to provide for the Government of 
—— © British Columbia,” as of all other powers and authorities belonging to Us in that 
behalf, established within the territories aforesaid a Colony under the title of British 
Columbia, bounded, as in the said recited Act is mentioned, to the south by the frontier. 
of the United States of America, to the east by the main chain of the Rocky Mountains, 
to the north by Simpson’s River and the Finlay Branch of the Peace River, and to the 
west by the Pacific Ocean, and including Queen Charlotte’s Island, and all other islands 

adjacent to the said territories, except as therein-after excepted : 

And whereas it has appeared to Us expedient that the right of exclusive trade with 
the Indians given by Us in manner aforesaid to the Governor and Company of Adven- 
turers trading to Hudson’s Bay, and their successors, within the territories in the said 
Instrument described, should no longer be exercised by them within so much of those 
territories as is comprised within the said Colony of British Columbia : 

Now know ye that We do hereby revoke Our said grant contained in the herein-before 
recited Instrument of the 30th May 1838, in so far as the same embraces or extends to 
the territories comprised within the said Colony or British Columbia : 

And We do hereby declare, that this present revocation of Our said grant shall take 
effect within the said Colony as soon as it shall have been proclaimed there by the Officer 
Administering the Government thereof. 
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Despatches from Governor Douglas. 


No. 1. 


Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Dove.as to the Right Hon. Lord Srantey, M.P. 


(No. 23.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, May 19, 1858. 
(Received July 13, 1858.) 
My Lorp, (Answered, No. 4, July 16, 1858, p. 42.) 


1. Stvce I had the honour of addressing you on the 8th instant, on the subject 
of the Couteau Gold Mines, it was currently reported that boats and other small craft 
from the American shore were continually entering Fraser’s River with passengers and 
goods, especially spirits, arms, ammunition, and other prohibited and noxious articles, 
and as those acts are in direct violation of the Customs’ Laws, as extended to the British 
Possessions in America, and infringe the rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company, I took 
immediate steps to put a stop to those lawless practices, by issuing a Proclamation, of 
which a copy is transmitted, warning all persons against the consequences of such offences, 
and I have since applied to Captain Prevost, of Her Majesty’s Ship “ Satellite,” for an 
effective force to carry out the measures proposed and set forth in my Proclamation. 

2. That force it is intended to despatch to-morrow, under the direction of an officer 
of the Customs to be appointed specially for that purpose. 

3. I also propose in a few days hence to make an excursion to the Falls of Fraser’s. 
River, for the purpose of inquiring into the state of the country, on which I will report to 
you on my return. 

4. The American steamer ‘“ Commodore” returned to this port from San Francisco 
two days ago, with 400 passengers for the Gold Mines, who are preparing to leave in 
boats and canoes for Fraser’s River. 

5. The excitement about the Couteau Gold Mines is on the increase, and people are 
pushing from all quarters in that direction. 

6. In our last accounts from that quarter, of the 8th instant, it is stated that 1,500 
white miners, at the smallest computation, had reached the diggings, and that they were 
not finding much gold, in consequence of the rivers being swollen by the melting of the 
mountain snow. ‘The river beds, which yield the largest quantities of gold, being all 
flooded, the miners were in search of other diggings, and had found gold in small quan- 
tities, probably from one to two dollars a man per day, in almost every part of the 
country which they have examined, and they expect a large yield when the rivers fall to 
a lower level. 

7. Those accounts are sufficiently promising to nourish the prevalent mania for gold. 
On all sides the Americans are striving to force a passage into the Gold District through 
their own territories, attempts being at once made to open roads from Bellingham Bay, 
from Nisqually, and by the way of the Columbia River. 

8. 1 am now convinced that it is utterly impossible, through any means within our 
power, to close the Gold Districts against the entrance of foreigners, as long as gold is 
found in abundance, in which case the country will soon be overrun and occupied by a 
large white population, whether it be agreeable to our wishes or not ; while, on the con- 
trary, it is no less certain that the excitement on the subject will soon altogether cease, if 
the diggings prove unremunerative, and the crowds now gathering on the banks of 
Fraser's River will in that case soon abandon the country, and return to their homes. 
The evil will thus work its own cure without interposition on our part. 

9. In the meantime, with the view of escaping the greater evil of compelling people to 
have recourse to expedients for entering the country by unlawful means, I am striving to 
legalize the entrance of gold miners into . ca River, on certain conditions, which at 
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once assert the rights of the Crown, protect the interest of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
and are intended to draw the whole trade of the Gold Districts through Fraser’s River to 
this Colony, which will procure its supplies directly from the Mother Country. 

10. With those views 1 proposed an arrangement on the following terms to the 
Agents of the United States Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company, who, having steamers of 
every class connected with their operations in California, and a staff of experienced 
officers at their disposal, are perhaps better qualified than any other parties for carrying 
such an arrangement immediately into effect :— 

Ist. That they should place steamers on the navigable route between this place and 
the Falls of Fraser’s River, 130 miles distant from its discharge into the Gulf of 
Georgia, for the transport of goods and passengers to that point. 

2d. That they should carry the Hudson’s Bay Company’s goods into Fraser’s River, 
and no other. 

3d. That they carry no passengers except such as have taken out and paid for a 
gold mining licence and permit from the Government of Vancouver’s Island. 

4th. That they pay to the Hudson’s Bay Company, as compensation to them, at the 
rate of two dollars head money for each passenger carried into Fraser’s River. 

5th. That they should otherwise be allowed to enjoy the whole of the profits on the 
river transport. 

6th. That arrangement to continue in force for one year from thi 
longer. 

11. The Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company have promised to give a decided answer, 
accepting or rejecting those proposals, on or before the 24th of the present month. 

12. If that arrangement be carried into effect, it will be of great advantage to the 
country at large, and give the Government a decided control over the mining population 
of the interior. 

13. I trust, from its so thoroughly protecting every interest connected with the 
country, that it will meet with your approval. 


s date, and no 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P., Governor. 
é&c. &e. | 


Enclosure in No. 1. 
PROCLAMATION 


By His Excellency James Douceuas, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of 
Vancouver’s Island and Dependencies, ard Vice-Admiral of the same, &c. &c. &c. 


WHEREAS it is commonly reported that certain boats and other vessels have entered Fraser’s River 
for trade ; and whereas there is reason to apprehend that other persons are preparing and fitting out 
boats and yessels for the same purpose: 

Now, therefore, I have issued this my Proclamation, warning all persons that such acts are contrary 
to law, and infringements upon the rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company, who are legally entitled to 
the trade with Indians in the British Possessions on the north-west coast of America, to the exclusion 
of all other persons, whether British or Foreign. 

And also, that after fourteen days from the date of this my Proclamation, all ships, boats, and vessels, 
together with the goods laden on board, found in Fraser’s River, or in any of the bays, rivers, or 
creeks of the said British Possessions on the north-west coast of America, not having a licence from 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, and a sufferance from the proper officer of the Customs: at Victoria, shall 
be liable to forfeiture, and will be seized and condemned according to law. 


Given under my hand and seal, at Government House, Victoria, this eighth day of May in 
the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, and in the twenty- 
first year of Her Majesty’s reign. 

(Sigued ) James Douauas, Governor. 
By His Excellency’s Command, 
Richard Golledge, Secretary. 


God save the Queen. 
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No. 2. 
Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas to the Right Hon. Lord Srantry, M.P. 
(No. 24.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, June 10, 1858. 
(Received August 9, 1858,) 
My Lorp, (Answered No. 8, August 14, 1858, page 47.) 


1. Srncz I had the honour of addressing you on the 19th of May last, in reference 
to the Couteau Gold Mines, and the immigration of foreigners into Fraser’s River, as 
well as the measures taken to assert the rights of the Crown to enforce the Revenue laws 
of the empire, and to protect the rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company, I haye, as 
therein proposed, made a journey to the Falls of Fraser's River, visited the gold diggings, 
and seen all the miners below that point ; and I will now proceed to give a brief narrative 
of my proceedings, and the information gathered in respect to the auriferous character of 
the country in the course of that journey. 

2. In consequence of the requisition for assistance made on Captain Prevost, Her 
Majesty’s Ship “ Satellite” was anchored off the mouth of I’raser’s River, where I joined 
her on the following day, with the Hudson’s Bay Company’s propeller ‘“ Otter,” in which 
we proceeded up Fraser’s River, with the “ Satellite’s” launch and gig in tow, to Fort 
Langley, distant about 30 miles from the mouth of the river. 

3. The Revenue officers found immediate occupation in the seizure of several lots of 
contraband goods, and taking 16 unlicensed canoes into custody. The latter being 
manned exclusively with gold miners, and containing only their mining tools, provisions, 
and personal clothing, without any merchandise for trade, I caused them to be released, 
granting a pass at a charge of five dollars to each canoe, and the amount, 80 dollars, so 
formed, was carried to account of the public Revenue. ‘The contraband goods will be 
brought to trial on the 11th instant, under the 167th section of the ‘“‘ Customs Consoli. 
dation Act, 1853.” 

4, From Fort Langley we pursued our upward journey, in canoes manned chiefly by 
native Indians, and accompanied by Captain Prevost in his gig, manned with six of the 
“ Satellite’s” seamen. 

5. After journeying four days, we reached Fort Hope, the next establishment of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company on Fraser’s River, and about 80 miles distant from Fort 
Langley. 

6. The actual gold diggings commence on a bar of Fraser’s River about one mile 
below the point on which Fort Hope is situated, and from that point upwards to the 
commencement of the Falls, a distance of 20 miles, we found six several parties of miners 
successfully engaged in digging for gold on as many partially uncovered river bars ; the 
number of whites on those bars being about 190 men, and there was probably double 
that number of native Indians, promiscuously engaged with the whites in the same 
exciting pursuit. 

7. The diggings became sensibly richer as we ascended the stream as far as “ Hill’s 
Bar,” four miles below the Falls, which is the richest point workable in the present high 
state of the river. 

8. The gold on those bars is taken entirely from the surface, there being no excavation 
on any of them deeper than two feet, as the flow of water from the river prevents their 
sinking to a greater depth. 

9. Mr. Hill, the party after whom the bar is named, produced for inspection the 
product of his morning’s (six hours’) work, with a rocker and three hands besides himself, 
the result being very nearly six ounces of clean float gold, worth one hundred dollars in 
money, giving a return of fifty dollars a day for each man employed. ‘That return the 
party observed was the largest day’s work he had ever made on Fraser’s River, and 
he further remarked, that the same good fortune did not attend him every day. 

10. The other miners whom I questioned about their earnings, stated that they were 
making from two and a half, the lowest, to twenty-five dollars, the highest usual return to 
the man a day. 

11. The greatest instance of mining success which I heard of in course of our journey 
fell to the lot of a party of three men, who made one hundred and ninety ounces of gold 
dust in seven working days on “ Sailor’s Bar,” a place about ten miles above the Falls, 
giving a return of nearly nine ounces a day for each man employed. 

12. Thirty miners arrived from the upper country during our stay at the Falls, 
with very favourable reports as to its productiveness in gold. ‘They told me that they 
had prospected the banks of Fraser’s River as far as the Great Falls, forty miles beyond 
the confluence of Thompson’s River, and also many of its tributary streams, in all 
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of which they found gold, frequently in pieces ranging from twenty-four grains to half 
an ounce in weight, and they also observed that the gold was larger in size and coarser 
the further they ascended the river. ‘Thus, for example, the gold found below the Falls 
is in thin bright scales or minute particles, while that found at the Great Falls is in pieces 
ranging, as before said, from twenty-four grains to half an ounce in weight ; a circumstance 
which the miner believes to be indicative of a richer country beyond. 

13. The country about the Great Falls has not been closely examined, but the miners 
generally report its appearance to be promising, and from anything we know to the 
contrary the whole course of Fraser’s River, even to the Rocky Mountains, may be 
auriferous. 

14. Those miners were prevented going further into the country for want of food, 
which compelled their return to the settlements for supplies. They were very successful 
about the Great Falls, and made from ten to thirty dollars to the man a day. 

15. William C. Johnston, an old California miner, told me that he had prospected 
Harrison’s River, and had travelled from thence to the Great Falls of Fraser’s River, and 
that he had observed in the course of his journey much gold-bearing quartz, and the 
most promising indications of placer gold. Another old miner assured me that he had 
found large quantities of gold-bearing quartz in the mountains near Fort Hope, which he 
thinks will pay better than the California quartz rock; a report which was confirmed by 
other miners. The miners generally assert that Fraser's River is richer than any “three 
rivers” in California. 

16. Thompson’s River and its tributary streams are known to be auriferous, and I 
have just heard from Mr. M‘Lean, one of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s officers, that 
gold has also been lately discovered on the banks of the Great Okanagan Lake. 

17. Mr. Richard Hicks, a respectable miner at Fort Yale, assured me that he had 
found “flour gold,” that is, gold in powder, floating on the waters of Fraser’s River 
during the freshet, and he is of opinion that by means of quicksilver gold will be found 
in every part of Fraser’s River, even to its discharge into the Gulf of Georgia. 

18. Evidence is thus obtained of the existence of gold over avast extent of country 
situated both north and south of Fraser's River, and the conviction is gradually forcing 
itself upon my mind, that not only Fraser’s River and its tributary streams, but also the 
whole country situated to the eastward of the Gulf of Georgia, as far north as John- 
stone’s Straits, is one continued bed of gold of incalculable value and extent. 

19. Such being the case, the question arises as to the course of policy in respect to 
Fraser’s River which Her Majesty’s Government may deem it advisable in those circum- 
stances to follow. 

20. My own opinion is, that the stream of immigration is setting so powerfully towards 
Fraser’s River that it is impossible to arrest its course, and that the population thus 
formed will occupy the land as squatters, if they cannot obtain a title by legal means. 

21. I think it therefore a measure of obvious necessity that the whole country be 
immediately thrown open for settlement, and that the land be surveyed, and sold at a 
fixed rate, not to exceed twenty shillings an acre. By that means, together with the 
imposition of a Customs’ duty on imports, a duty on licences to miners, and other taxes, 
a large revenue might be collected for the service of Government. 

22. As the Hudson’s Bay Company would in that case have to relinquish their 
exclusive rights of trade, compensation might be made to them for those rights, by an 
annual payment out of the public Revenues of the country. 

23. Hither that plan, or some other’ better calculated to maintain the rights of the 
Crown and the authority of the laws, should, in my opinion, be adopted with as little 
delay as possible, otherwise the country will be filled with lawless crowds, the public 
lands unlawfully occupied by squatters of every description, and the authority of 
Government will ultimately be set at naught. 

24. In anticipation of your instructions to carry some such plan into effect, I have 
communicated with Mr. Pemberton, the Surveyor-General of Vancouver's Island, and 
desired him to make temporary arrangements with any qualified persons he may find in 
this Colony, for the purpose of increasing the staff of surveying officers, and of engaging 
actively in an extended survey of the lands of Fraser’s River, whenever your instructions 
to that effect are received from England; and in the meantime they can be usefully 
employed in laying out allotments for sale on Vancouver’s Island, there being at present 
a very great and increasing demand for land in this Colony. 

25. I beg also to remark, that it is my intention to confer on Mr. Pemberton the 
provisional appointment of Surveyor-General of Fraser’s River, as he is a gentleman of 
great experience, and thoroughly well qualified, by previous training in the forests of 
Vancouver's Island, and great natural talent, for that responsible office. 
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26. I propose to form a large and efficient corps of surveying officers, to be placed 
under the management of the Surveyor-General, and to authorize him, after due appli- 
cation to this Government, to establish branch offices wherever required, which will 
report all proceedings to the general office at this place, superintended by the Surveyor- 
General, who will be held responsible for the proper management of the department. 

27. In consequence of the unceasing demands upon my time by the crowds of people 
who are flocking to this place, and the want of assistants, my secretary, Mr. Golledge, 
being greatly overworked, I have been compelled to prepare this report in the midst 
of numberless interruptions, and I beg that its inaccuracies may be overlooked and that 
I may receive your instructions by return of post, as the case is urgent, and calls for 
rapid and decisive measures in the outset, for in the course of a few months there may 
be one hundred thousand people in the country. 





I have &c. 
(Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P., Governor. 
&c. &c. 
No. 3. : 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovuatas to the Right Hon. Lord Srantey, M.P. 
(No. 25.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, June 15, 1858. 
(Received August 9, 1858.) 
My Lorp, (Answered No. 8, August 14, 1858, page 47.) 


1. I Have the honour to enclose herewith copy of an address presented to me 
in the 12th instant by a committee appointed for that purpose at a public meeting 
lately held at this place. 

2. I informed the committee, in reply to their address, that I had lately returned 
from the mines of Fraser’s River, and that there was really no actual distress for want 
of provisions among the mining population in all the accessible parts of the country, 
and that care would be taken to provide for all their wants. 

3. That I had no authority to throw open the trade of Fraser’s River, which was 
secured by Statute to the Hudson’s Bay Company; but that I had addressed Her 
Majesty’s Government on that subject, recommending the opening of the Fraser’s 
River district for settlement, and I was of opinion that course would be taken, and 
compensation be made to the Hudson’s Bay Company for any sacrifice of interest they 
may be called upon to make. 

4. I also informed them that the progress of this Colony occupied my careful attention, 
and that its growing interests would be carefully protected. | 

5. IL also promised to forward their address. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P., Governor. 
&c. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 3. 


To His Excellency JAmEs Dovatas, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of 
Vancouver's Island and its Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c. &c. &c. 


Sir, 
Av a public meeting held on the 5th instant the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted, viz. :— 

* That a committee be appointed to draw up an address to His Excellency James Douglas, 
Governor of Vancouver's Island, and chief factor of the Hudson’s Bay Company, for the purpose of 
obtaining free trade with the mining population on Fraser’s River; and also that steamers and other 
vessels be allowed to run between Victoria and the head of navigation on Fraser’s River and its 
tributaries.” 

We, the undersigned, having been named to carry out the above resolution, beg respectively to 
solicit your Excellency’s earnest attention to the following important points :— 

1st.—It is notorious that the stock of provisions in the mining districts is utterly inadequate for 
the supply even of the present population, many individuals having been compelled to abandon their 
labours, and return to this and other ports, to obtain the common necessaries of life. Many settlers 
on this island are most anxious to carry supplies to their countrymen at the mines, but are prevented 
by the obstacles interposed by the Hudson’s Bay Company, who have already seized goods to a 
considerable amount on theix way up the a 
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We cannot, therefore, consider without serious apprehension the state of confusion and distress 
which must ensue when the vast numbers now swelling the tide of immigration shall have settled on 
these shores, should the present restrictions imposed upon trade by the Hudson’s Bay Company 
continue in force. . 

2d.—We beg to draw your Excellency’s attention to the great inconvenience that is suffered by all 
classes, and by the mining community in particular, for the want of a reliable steam communication 
between this port and the mining districts; a want which has already caused the loss of many 
valuable lives. Such a state of things is deplorable in this age, and the more to be regretted when 
we consider that the means of supplying this want are at hand, and freely offered, but are rejected by 
the exclusive policy of the Hudson’s Bay Company. 

It was with great satisfaction that the public heard that on the 5th instant your Excellency had 
given permission to the American steamers, “ Surprise” and “ Sea Bird,” to carry passengers from 
this port up Fraser’s River, but it heard with deep regret that this permission was given for one 
trip only. 

3d.—We would especially point out for your Excellency’s most serious consideration how highly 
injurious is this state of things to the interests and progress of this important Colony. Many British 
subjects have recently come here, anxious to make this their home, and have invested in property to 
a considerable amount, and numbers of their friends are only waiting their advices to follow; but they 
find their ardour damped and their operations checked: by the monopolizing policy of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. In the meantime, thousands of our countrymen from California are daily passing this 
beautiful island to settle upon American soil, because they see no fair field offered for their enterprize 
under the British flag. 

We feel assured thaf your Excellency will at once perceive that in bringing the objects of this 
memorial so prominently before you we are actuated solely by an earnest desire to advance the 
interests of this Colony, by providing for the welfare of settlers, and holding out inducements to early 
immigration, convinced that this is only to be obtained by the speedy adoption of the liberal 
measures embodied in the Resolution we have submitted. 

Requesting that your Excellency will favour us with an early reply, 


We have, &e. 


Victoria, V. L., (Signed by) JAMES YATES, 
June 9, 1858. (And five other persons. ) 





No. 4. 
Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas to the Right Hon. Lorp Srantey, M.P. 


(No. 26.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, 
June 15, 1858. 
VAR: (Received August 9, 1858.) 
My Lorp, (Answered, No. 8, August 14, 1858, page 47.) 
1. In reporting the other day the result of my observations on the Gold Regions of 
Fraser’s River, I omitted to mention several things which I ought to have communicated 
to you. 

2. In consequence of that omission I have now to state that during my stay at the 
Falls of Fraser's River I appomted Mr. Richard Hicks, a respectable Englishman 
engaged in mining pursuits there, as Revenue officer for the district of Fort Yale, at a 
salary of 40/. a year, to be paid out of the Revenues of the country. 

3. On the arrival of our party at “ Hill’s Bar,” the white miners were in a state of 
great alarm on account of a serious aftray which had just occurred with the native 
Indians, who mustered under arms in a tumultuous manner, and threatened to make a 
clean sweep of the whole body of miners assembled there. 

4. The quarrel arose out of a series of provocations on both sides, and from the 
jealousy of the savages, who naturally feel annoyed at the large quantities of gold taken 
from their country by the white miners. 

5. I lectured them soundly about their conduct on that occasion, and took the leader 
in the affray, an Indian highly connected in their way, and of great influence, resolution, 
and energy of character, into the Government service, and found him exceedingly useful 
in settling other Indian difficulties. 

6. I also spoke with great plainness of speech to the white miners, who were nearly all 
foreigners, representing almost every nation in Europe. I refused to grant them any 
rights of occupation to the soil, and told them distinctly that Her Majesty’s Government 
ignored their very existence in that part of the country, which was not open for the pur- 
poses of settlement, and they were permitted to remain there merely on sufferance ; that 
no abuses would be tolerated; and that the laws would protect the rights of the Indian, 
no less than those of the white man. 
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7. LT also appointed Mr. George Perrier, a British subject, as Justice of the Peace for 
the district of “ Hill’s Bar,” and directed the Indians to apply to him for redress 
whenever any of them suffer wrong at the hands of white men, and also cautioned them 
against taking the law into their own hands, and seeking justice according to their own 
barbarous customs. 

8. I also appointed Indian magistrates, who are to bring forward, when required, any 
man of their several tribes who may be charged with offences against the laws of the 


country; an arrangement which will prevent much evil; but without the exercise of 


unceasing vigilance on the part of the Government Indian troubles will sooner or later 
occur. 

9. The recent defeat of Colonel Steptoe’s detachments of United States troops, con- 
sisting of dragoons and infantry, by the Indians of Oregon territory, has greatly increased 
the natural audacity of the savage, and the difficulty of managing them. It will require, 
I fear, the nicest tact to avoid a disastrous Indian war. 

10. I transmit herewith a hand book and map of the Gold Region of Fraser’s River, 
which will prove useful as a reference. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P., Governor. 
&e. &e. 
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Extract from “ Pioneer and Democrat.” 
May 28th, 1858. 
Washington Territory. 
“ Another Indian War. —Startling Intelligence. Defeat of Col. Steptoe. Fifty-three Men killed. 


“ Jus? as we are getting our paper ready for the press (Thursday afternoon), an express arrived from 
the head-quarters of Col, Steptoe in the Simcoe Valley, with despatches for Lieut. Col. Casey, and 
letters to His Excellency Gov. M‘Mullin, informing them of the defeat, on the 16th instant, at the 
first crossing of Snake River, about 30 miles above its junction with the Columbia, of the command 
of Col. S$. The command consisted of five companies or 400 men. The Indians are reported as 
having been 1,500 strong, and composed of the Snake, Palouse, and other tribes. The action 
resulted in three officers and 50 men killed. Two of the officers killed are Capt. Wynders and Lieut. 
Gasden. The Indians took two howitzers which belonged to the command, and all but 60 pack 
animals. In fact, so complete is said to have been the rout, that the officer in command was com- 
pelled to fall back with the utmost precipitation. The battle took place while the regulars were in 
the act of crossing the river. 

“Col. Steptoe had proceeded into the Snake country peaceably to treat with them, or proceed to 
hostilities, if necessary. The object of his visit was probably of a similar character with that of Major 
Haller, some three years since, and which resulted in a like unfortunate manner. Major J1., our 
readers will remember, proceeded thence with a force of 104 men, and in a peaceable manner 
demanded the murderers of the emigrants of 1854. The result was, that instead of bringing to 
justice these depredators and murderers, he brought home the bodies of 22 of his command, killed or 
wounded, on litters,” 





No. 5. 
Cory of DESPA'I'CH from Governor Dovue.as to the Right Hon. Lord Sraniey, M.P. 
(No. 28.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, June 19, 1858. 
(Received August 9, 1858.) 
My Lorp, (Answered No. 8. August 14, 1858, page 47.) 


1. I rear the frequent and desultory nature of my Despatches will give you much 
trouble, but the pressure of business compels me to address you in this form. 

2. Reports are continually arriving here confirmatory of the extent and value of the 
Fraser's River Gold Region ; and Captain Stuart, of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Service, 
has just reported the discovery of gold in the Cowetchin Valley, Vancouver's Island, on 
the authority of Indian testimony. | 

3. Another report has just been made officially by Mr. Brotchie, that he saw and 
examined the contents of a purse, containing about 20/. worth of gold dust, which an 
Indian had collected in Howe’s Sound or Burrard’s Canal, situated in the Gulf of Georgia, 
a little north of Fraser’s River; a fact which adds force to the opinion expressed in the 
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Briss impression I entertained of the auriferous character of the country to the eastward of the 
Cotums1a. Gulf of Georgia, as far north as Johnstone’s Straits. | 
or 4, Your Lordship will not be surprised to learn that, under these circumstances, the 
gold excitement throughout this Colony, California, and Oregon continues unabated. 

5. Crowds of people are coming in from all quarters. The American steamer 
‘¢ Commodore” arrived on the 13th instant from San Francisco with 450 passengers, 
and the steamer “ Panama” came in yesterday from the same port with 750 passengers, 
and other vessels are reported to be on the way. 

6. Two river steamers, the ‘ Surprise” and ‘Sea Bird,” both owned by American 
citizens, ply with passengers between this port and Fraser’s River, the former haying 
made her way up that stream as far as Fort Hope, one hundred ten miles from the 
sea, The miners by that means reach their destination with safety and despatch. 

7. The quantity of gold collected by the Hudson’s Bay Company up to the present 
time rather exceeds 10,000/. in value, and I saw during my recent excursion a large 
quantity of gold among the miners. 

_Enclosure «8. I herewith forward, for your information, a copy of the terms on which it is 
proposed to allow steam vessels to ply upon Fraser's River, enforcing at once the 
Revenue laws of the empire, and respecting the trading rights of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company. 4 

9. Those terms are not exclusive, but open to acceptance by any parties, under- 

taking the performance of the proposed conditions. The object of all those measures 

is to give facilities to miners, and to secure the trade of the Gold Regions for our own 

country, as it will otherwise take the direction of the Columbia River into American 

Oregon. 

10, We have commenced levying the duty on mining licences, all parties entering 
the river by the licensed steam vessels being required to pay one month’s licence in 
advance. We have collected about 420/.; a Revenue that I will hold subject to your 
Instructions. 

11. When Fraser’s River, now greatly swollen, subsides, and the miners get fairly to 
work, I propose to appoint a Commissioner and Local Collectors for those dues, as soon 
as fit and proper persons to fill those offices can be found. 

12. Mr. William A. G. Young, at present in Her Majesty’s Service as Secretary for 
the Boundary Commission, is highly qualified in every respect for the office of Gold 
Commissioner, and I should be glad to obtain your permission to secure the services of 
that gentleman. 

13. I have no doubt that your Lordship will send out a body of troops for the service 
of this Colony and the Fraser’s River District. 

14, The miners have applied to me for protection against the natives, and when that 
is accorded will have no hesitation in paying the licence duty ; otherwise it will be paid 
with reluctance. 

15. They have also applied to me for negotiable orders in payment of gold delivered 
to Government agents in the mines, and for the organization of a Postal System for the 
transmission of letters. 

16. Will you kindly give me Instructions on those subjects herein referred to ? 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P., Governor. 
&e. &c. 
Enclosure in Enclosure in No. 5. 


No, 5. 
The Agents of the Hupson’s Bay Company agree to license one or more Steamers to ply from 
Victoria to and on Fraser’s River, on the following terms :—- 


lst.—To receive and transport no goods to, on, or from Fraser’s River except the goods of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, or such as they may permit to be shipped; and that for the 
transport of such goods that the freight do not exceed the following rates, viz. :— 


Victoria to Langley - - $10) per ton of 2,000 Ibs, 
Langley to Fort Hope - $10 or 40 feet 
Fort Hope to Fort Yale - $ 5 measurement. 


Return rates to be on the same scale. 
2d.—To carry no passengers to or on Fraser’s River who have not taken out a mining licence and 
permit from the Government of Vancouver’s Island, and paid one month’s advance thereon. 
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3d.—To pay head-money to the Hudson’s Bay Company, at the rate of two dollars for each pas- 
senger proceeding into Fraser’s River or taking passage from Fort Langley upwards. <A 
settlement to be made at the end of each trip; an officer of the Hudson’s Bay Company to 
be received on board without charge to attend to such business, if required by the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. 

4th.—That all vessels plying to or on the river be commanded and owned by British subjects. 

5th.—That permits on said terms will be continued till expiry of the Company’s licence of trade in 
the month of May 1859. 


Vancouver's Island, 
18th June 1858. . 





No. 6. 
Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas to the Right Hon. Lord Sraniey, M.P. 
(No. 29.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, July 1, 1858. 
(Received August 9, 1858.) 
My Lorp, (Answered, No. 8. August 14, 1858, page 47.) 


1. Since I had last the honour of addressing you on the 19th instant, the excite- 
ment on the subject of the Fraser’s River Gold Mines has been more than ever exhibited 
in the rush of people from all parts of the coast to this Colony. 

The Custom-House books of this place show a return of— 

19 steam ships, 
9 sailing ditto, 
14 decked. boats, 
which have entered at the port of Victoria since the 19th of May last, having 6,133 pas- 
sengers on board, all either bound directly for Fraser’s River, or proposing to settle at 
this place, with the view of entering into business connexions with parties at the mines. 

2. The ascertained number of persons who had actually sailed from the port of San 
Francisco, with the intention of going into the Fraser’s River mines, up to the 15th instant, 
was 10,573, and there was then no abatement in the demand for passages, every vessel 
being taken up as soon as advertised to sail for Vancouver’s Island. 

3. Those statements give a proximate idea of the number of persons at and on the 
way to Fraser’s River from California and other more distant countries, but do not 
represent the increase of population derived from the United States territories of Wash- 
ington and Oregon, through parties of adventurers who have entered the British Posses- 
sions by land. We are, therefore, led to the inference that this country and Fraser’s 
River have gained an increase of 10,000 inhabitants within the last six weeks, and the 
tide of immigration continues to roll onward without any prospect of abatement 

4. No complaints have been made as to the deportment of the emigrants, who, not- 
withstanding the weakness of the Colonial Executive, have been quiet and submissive to 
the laws of the country. 

5. We continue successfully to enforce at this place the pre-payment of one month’s 
licence fee, that is, the sum of five dollars, on all persons entering Fraser’s River for the 
purpose of gold mining, for which a receipt is given in the accompanying form. 

6. We have up to this day issued 2,221 such receipts at this place, and 304 more 
were issued by Captain Prevost, of Her Majesty’s Ship “ Satellite,” when stationed off 
the entrance of Fraser’s River, making a total issue of 2,525 licence receipts to as many 
respective miners ; and we have thereby collected the sum of 12,625 dollars on account 
of the territorial Revenue, which I hold subject to your instructions. 

7. Lhave lately received a communication from Mr. Travaillot, a gentleman who has 
resided for some months past in the Couteau Gold Diggings. He represents the country 
as exceedingly rich, and abounding in gold, fully to as great an extent as California in 
its better days. 

8. The returns given in his report refer to “ Morman Bar,” in the bed of Fraser's 
River, six miles above the junction of Thompson’s River, and state the produce as 
follows, viz. :— 


Dollars. 

One rocker yielded in 8 days a quantity of gold dust equal in 
value to - - - - - : - 830°0 
A second rocker yielded in 12 days’ - - - - 800°0 
A third rocker yielded in 5 days - - - 248:°0 


9. The second table shows the yield procured from the “ Dry Diggings,” on the table 
land at the distance of 30 yards from the bed of Fraser’s River, at the “ Fountain,” 
64 miles above the junction of Thompson’s River, and gives the following as the average 
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daily return of each of five rockers, employed there for seven days between the 1st and 


7th of June instant :— 
Dollars. Cents. 


Ist rocker . - 42°12 return per diem, 
Sq eee ae = habe 55°58 i 
od tp ; “ 37°69 ys 
4th ,, 2 A eT 46 * 58 4 
5th ,, : : 54°51 


It may perhaps be necessary to explain, that the rocker is a machine for washing out 
gold made in the form of a child’s cradle, and fitted with perforated plates of iron and 
transverse bars of wood to intercept the pieces of gold, in the process of washing. 

Those referred to in the foregoing statement were worked by two white men, which 
gives a daily return ranging from 18 to 27 dollars to the man. 

10. Mr. ‘Travaillot’s report is important, in consequence of its being the first authentic 
information received of gold being discovered in the soil, apart from the river beds. 

11. [have thus much pleasure in communicating for your information that every 
succeeding report tends to confim the belief as to the great value and extent of the 
auriferous deposits in this country. | | 

12. [have appointed Mr. Travaillot Revenue officer for the District of Fort Dallas, or 
Forks of Thompson’s River, and will anthorize him to issue licences to miners, and to 
collect the legal fees in that District. The law must, however, be imperfectly executed 
until there be a inilitary force placed at my disposal. 

13. I will authorize Mr. Travaillot to raise and maintain a force of eight men for the 
service of Government, and to swear in all persons who take out mining licences as special 
constables, for the maintenance of law and order, granting to them also certain privileges 
in respect to mining claims, in order to secure their fidelity and attachment. 

14. About two thirds of the emigrants from California are supposed to be English and 
French; the other third are Germans, and native citizens of the United States. There is 
no congeniality of feeling among the emigrants, and provided there be no generally felt 
grievance to unite them in one common cause there will, in my opinion, always be a 
ereat majority of the population ready to support the measures of Government. | 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P., (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&e. &c. &c Governor. 
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forms. 
Victoria, 1858. 
No. 
Received from the sum of five dollars in payment of one month’s 
Mining Licence, in advance. 
Form. 
Not transferable. . 
No. 185 4 


The bearer, 
having paid to me the sum of twenty-one shillings, on account of the territorial revenue, I hereby 
license him to dig, search for, and remove gold on and from any such Crown lands within the 
Couteau and Fraser’s River districts as shall be assigned to him for that purpose by any one duly 
authorized in that behalf. 
This licence to be in force for three months, ending and no longer. 


Received 
Received 
Received 


Kegulations to be observed by the parsons digging for gold, or otherwise employed at the 
Gold Fields :— 


1. This licence is to be carried on the person; to be produced whenever demanded by any 
commissioner, peace officer, or other duly authorized person, 
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2. It is especially to be observed that this licence is not transferable, and that the holder of a payprer 
transferred licence is liable to the penalty for misdemeanor. COLUMBIA. 

3. No mining will be permitted where it would be destructive of any line of road which it is 
necessary to maintain, and which shall be determined by any commissioner, nor within such distance 
around any store as it may be necessary to reserve for access to it. 

4. It is enjoined that all persons on the gold fields maintain a due and proper observance of 
Sundays. 

5. The extent of claim allowed to each licensed miner is twelve feet square, or 144 square feet. 

6. To a party consisting of two miners, twelve feet by twenty-four, or 288 square feet. 

7. To a party consisting of three miners, eighteen feet by twenty-four, or 432 square feet. 

8. To a party consisting of four miners, twenty-four feet by twenty-four, or 576 square feet; 
beyond which no greater area will be allowed in one claim. 





CONDITIONS OF SUFFERANCE. 


Ist. That the owner of this boat does bind himself to receive no other goods on board but such 
goods as belong to the Hudson’s Bay Company. | 
2nd. That the said owner also binds himself not to carry or import gunpowder, ammunition, arms, 
or utensils of war, except from the United Kingdom. 
3rd. That he also binds himself to receive no passengers, except the said passengers do produce a 
old mining licence and permit from the Government of Vancouver's Island. 
4th. That the said owner also binds himself not to trade with Indians. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 6. poate 2in 
Copy of a Letter from Mr. TRAVAILLOT to Governor Doue.as, dated Victoria, Vancouver’s 
Island, 24th June 1858, with Enclosure. 


MOoNSEIGNEUR, 

CONFORMEMENT 4 vos désirs j’ai Vhonneur de vous enyoyer ci-joint le net produit de quelques 
rockeurs installés sur la Riviére Fraser. Ayant moi-méme pesé jour pour jour la poudre Vor retirée 
par les mineurs, je puis vous donner ces renseignements comme parfaitement authentiques. 

Veuillez agréer, Gouverneur, i’expression de la haute considération avec laquelle j’ai Thonneur 
’étre 
De votre Excellence 
Le trés humble et devoué serviteur, 
(Signé) O. TRAVAILLOT, 
C. L. C. 


Morman Bar, Fraser’s River, six milles au nord des Fourches Thompson’s River. 
Mois de Féyrier 1858: Un rockeur a donné, en 8 jours, 830 dollars. 
i, P Un second rockeur a donné, en 12 jours, 800 dollars. 
Mars 1858: Un troisiéme rockeur a donné, en 5 jours, 248 dollars. 


TABLEAU indicant jour par jour le produit de 5 rockeurs établis 4 la Fontaine, 64 milles au nord 
des Fourches :— 





























| 
Juin 1858. : | Ist Rockeur. 2nd Rockeur. 3rd Rockeur. 4th Rockeur. 5th Rockeur. 
| Dollars. Dollars. Dollars, Dollars. Dollars. 
1 38 50 42 40 50 
2 40 51 38 29 5! 
3 4] 53 29 50 52 
+ 28 55 , 18 33 56 
5 32 60 o4 64 53 
6 64 62 39 58 55 H 
7 52 58 48 52 64 | 
Totaux - | 295 389 268 326 381 
Average par jour | 42°12 55°58 37°699 46°58 54°41 | 
| 








Dans tous les travaux faits le mercure n’a jamais ¢té employé, et conséquemment, yu l’extréme 
finesse de la poudre d’or, nul doute qu'un sixiéme ou moins a été perdu. 
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No. 7. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovuetas to the Right Hon. Lord Sraniey, M.P. 
(No. 31.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, July 26, 1858. 
Received September 10, 1858.) 
My Lorp, (Answered, No. 20, September 16, 1858, page 65.) 


1. I wave the honour of transmitting herewith copies of correspondence with 
Captain Prevost of Her Majesty’s Ship “ Satellite,” touching the enforcement of the 
Revenue laws and licence regulations applicable to Fraser’s River. 

2. Your Lordship will observe that he has on all occasions cordially responded to my 
demands, and given such aid and assistance in carrying out the views of this Government 
in preventing the lawless intrusion of foreign ships and people into Fraser’s River 
as was consistent with the nature of his Instructions from Her Majesty’s Government, 
and the demands upon his time of the special service on which the “ Satellite” was 
detached to this coast. 

3. In consequence, however, of the frequent, and, for the reasons before stated, 
necessary absence of the “ Satellite ” from Fraser's River, there have been many evasions of 
the law, by means of canoes and other small craft, which have stealthily entered and 
ascended Fraser’s River without a Customs’ permit or the pre-payment of a month’s 
advance on the mining licence of each miner, as required by the existing regulations. 

4. I therefore much regret that I have not a permanent force under my control, for 
the protection of the Revenue laws of the country, as they would in that case produce 
a return far exceeding the expense of maintaining such a force, besides upholding the 
moral influence of Her Majesty’s Government. | 

5. The regulations we have established, and which we seek to enforce in the Fraser’s 
River District, are only such as have reference to my Instructions from Her Majesty’s 
Government, and to the rights of the Crown with respect to minerals in their natural 
place of deposit. 

6. I will, for your Lordship’s information, concisely enumerate the objects we wish 
to attain through those regulations :— 

In the first place, I have distinctly, and to all applicants for land, refused the grant 
of any rights of occupation, in accordance with the Instructions from Mr. Secretary 
Labouchere, as “detailed in his Despatch, No. 4. of the Ist February 1858, and 
also with with the view of presenting the confusion and numberless evils that 
have in all cases grown out of the practice of squatting on Crown lands, or the 
lawless occupation of a country ; 

2ndly. I have endeavoured to protect the trading rights of the Hudson’s Bay 

«»- Company as by law established ; 

. 8rdly. I have established the system of issuing licences for digging gold, the charge 
for each mining claim of 25 feet of river frontage, or 20 square feet of river bar or 
dry diggings, being fixed at 21s. or five dollars a month, the Revenue derived from 
this source being held for the benefit of the Crown. 

There are also regulations respecting the draining of water ponds and working quartz 

veins which will, I trust, hereafter yield a large amount of Revenue for the Crown. 

7. To carry those objects into effect I have appointed the following officers :— 


Assistant Commissioners of Crown Lands. 


O. T. Travaillot - - Thomson’s River. 
Richard Hicks - = Fort Yale. 


Justice of the Peace. 
George Perrier - - District of Hill’s Bar. 


Revenue Officer. 
William Henry Bevis - - Fort Langley. 


And others will be appointed as soon as fit and trusty persons can be found to fill those 
offices with credit and respectability. 

8. I propose to pay those officers out of the Revenue raised in this country. 

9. With the exception of the aid received from Her Majesty’s Ship “ Satellite” 
operating on the sea coast, I haye had no military force whatever to employ in the 
interior of Fraser’s River, which is now occupied by a population little short of 9,000 
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white miners, and hundreds of other persons are travelling towards the Gold Mines, and 
preparing to join them. 

10. The country, nevertheless, continues quiet; and, notwithstanding our want of 
physical force, I have not scrupled in all cases to assert the rights of the Crown, and to 
enforce the laws of the land for the punishment of offences; and we have, thanks to the 
Almighty, encountered neither resistance nor opposition in the discharge of those sacred 
duties. 

11. To supply the mining population of Fraser’s River with food, we have licensed two 
American steam vessels to ply upon the waters of Fraser’s River, and one of those vessels 
has succeeded in reaching the Falls, or Fort Yale, about one hundred and thirty miles 
from the discharge of the Fraser into the Gulf of Georgia. 

12. The agents of the Hudson’s Bay Company have laid in large quantities of mining 
tools and provisions for the use of the miners, which they supply at merely remunerative 
prices, greatly to the advantage and satisfaction of the mining population. 

13. Notwithstanding the great number of people assembled in Fraser’s River, it does 
not appear that there has been a large production of gold, as most of the river bars are 
still inundated: nevertheless the miners have unwavering faith in the richness of the 
country, and are in great spirits in anticipation of an early fall in the river. 

14. I have accounts of 5,000 ounces of gold dust which have been actually exported 
from Fraser’s River since the month of May last, and we have estimated that as much as 
half that quantity has been carried away in small quantities by return miners, com- 
prising, as I believe, the whole export of gold dust for that period. 

15. We are therefore led to believe that the miners are hoarding up their gold dust, 
either from not being in immediate want of supplies, or more probably from not knowing 
how to remit or where to place it in security, and for that reason, among many others, 
I am considering the ways and means of having their earnings conveyed to the sea coast 
under Goyernment escort, and placing them in charge of a public treasurer, until they are 
called for by the depositors, the conveyance and other expenses to be defrayed by a 
charge on the deposits. | 

16. The advantages expected from that measure are manifold. We hope, for instance, 
to draw the gold by that means to this Colony, from whence, instead of being exported 
to other countries, it will find its way to England in return for our own home manu- 
factures. 

17. Another important object I have in view is the improvement of the internal 
communications of the country, which at present are, for all practical purposes, nearly 
inaccessible beyond ort Yale, in consequence of a range of mountains running north 
and south, which there interpose an almost insurmountable barrier to the progress of 
trade. 

18. To the eastward of that range of mountains the country is open, and comparatively 
level, and the construction of good roads would be a matter of easy accomplishment ; in 
fact, it is even at present almost every where accessible for pack horses. 

19. It is therefore evident that the construction of a good road through that mountain 
barrier, though passable in the first instance only for pack horses, would be of pro- 
digious advantage to the country; and such a road might, I think, be carried through 
the valley of Harrison’s River, at a moderate expense, to a point near the Great Falls of 
Fraser’s River, to the eastward of the mountains in question, from whence the country is 
easy of access ; and should no Instructions militating with that design be in the meantime 
received from {tier Majesty’s Government, I will probably make the attempt in course of 
the present summer. 

20. I am not without cause looking forward most anxiously to receiving your 
Instructions respecting the plan of Government for Fraser’s River. The torrent of 
immigration is setting in with impetuous force, and to keep pace with the extraordinary 
circumstances of the times, and to maintain the authority of the laws, I have been com- 
pelled to assume an unusual amount of responsibility. I trust, however, from the present 
hasty review of the reasons which have influenced my public measures, that they will 
meet with the approval of Her Majesty’s Government. 

The Victoria Gazette of the 24th instant, which I herewith transmit, will give much 
interesting information respecting the Gold Mines and other public matters. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P., Governor, 

&ce. &c. 
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Enclosure 1 in No.~7. 


Cory of LerrEer from Governor Doucias to JAMES C. PREvost, Esquire, Captain H.M.S, . 
* Satellite,” dated Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 15th May 1858. . 
SIR, 

I rransMiT herewith, for your information, copy of a Proclamation lately issued, in conse- 
quence of reported violations of the British territory by foreign boats and vessels, and of infringe- 
ments of the chartered rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company, warning all persons that such acts are 
contrary to law, and that whosoeyer takes part in them will be subjected to the penalties which the 
law denounces against such offences. : 

No military force being maintained by this Colony, I am under the necessity of calling upon you to 
furnish an effective force for the purpose of carrying out the measures proposed and set forth in my 
Proclamation, and generally to enforce obedience to the laws. 

T have also to inform you that I propose leaving this Colony for a short time, on an excursion to 
the Falls of Fraser’s River, for the purpose of inquiring into the state of the country, and ascertaining, 
as far as can be effected from personal observation, the character of the navigation to that point, 
subjects in respect to which Her Majesty’s Government are especially desirous to obtain information ; 
and I think it desirable that you should accompany me on that journey, and that the “ Satellite” 
should proceed at the same time to Point Roberts, as an imposing display of force at that point will 
have a powerful moral effect, and prevent much future evil. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES DovuGuas, 
Governor, 


Copy of a LETTER from JAMES C. Prevost, Esquire, Captain H.M.S. “ Satellite,” to Governor 
Dovuatas, dated Esquimalt, 18th May 1858. 


SIR, 

I HAveE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Despatch of the 15th 
instant, transmitting for my information a copy of a Proclamation lately issued, in consequence of 
reported violations of British territory by foreign boats and vessels, and requesting, as there is no 
military force maintained by this Colony, that I will furnish an effective force for the purpose of 
carrying out the measures proposed; and informing me of your intention of leaving the Colony for 
a short time on an excursion to the Falls of Fraser’s River, with the object of inquiring into the 
state of the country, and proposing that I should accompany you on that journey, and that the 
Satellite” should proceed with us as far as Point Roberts, as you deem that an imposing display 
of force at that point will have a powerful moral effect, and prevent much future evil; and also 
forwarding for my information the copy of a letter which you have recently addressed to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief on the Pacific Station, in which the circumstances attendant upon the discovery of 
gold on Fraser’s River, and the causes which have led to your present action, are more fully detailed. 

In reply thereto I beg your Excejlency will permit me to assure you, that under the peculiar 
circumstances in which you are placed, and the self-evident and urgent necessity that exists for the 
assertion and preservation of the rights of territory, I shall be most ready to co-operate with you in 
any way, and to afford you any assistance that I may be able, and that it may be within the limits of 
my power to grant; but, as your Iixcellency is aware, the “ Satellite” is employed on a parti- 
cular and special service, which has claims upon her prior to all others, and therefore the assistance 
I can at present render is very limited. or the next fortnight, however, the deviation of the ship 
from her particular duties will not be of any consequence, and therefore I am able to accede to 
your Excellency’s requisition regarding the display of the ship at Point Roberts, and I shall be 
able to accompany you in person upon your proposed visit to the neighbourhood of the Gold 
Regions. I therefore propose to quit this anchorage to-morrow morning, and to proceed in the 
* Satellite” to Point Roberts, where I will await further communication from your Excellency. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES PREVOST, 
Captain H.M.S. “ Satellite.” 


Cory of Lrerrrer from Governor Doueias to JAMES C. Prevost, Esquire, dated Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s Steamer “ Otter,” off Point Roberts, 21st May 1858, 
SIR, 

I HAvE further to communicate, for your information in respect to the enforcement of the 
Revenue Jaws in and about the entrance of Fraser’s River, that it is my present intention to appoint 
Augustin Welling, now residing at Fort Langley, to the management and collection of the Customs 
for the district of Fraser’s River, and the performance of all duties connected with that office. He 
will require the assistance of a well-appointed military force in support of his authority, as the British 
frontier is now violated by American vessels in the most open manner. 

I have, therefore, in the Queen’s name, to request that a detachment, sufficiently strong to main- 
tain, if requisite, by force of arms, the authority of the laws, may be furnished from Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Satellite,’ now under your command, and directed to proceed without delay to Fort Langley, 
in tow of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s propeller “ Otter.” 
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I also herewith transmit, for your information, copy of a Despatch which I addressed to Rear- 
Admiral Baynes on the 12th of May last, which will further explain the motives which have induced 
me to make this requisition on you. 


I haye, &e. 
(Signed) James Doue.as, 
Governor. 


Cory of Lerrer from James C, Prevost, Esquire, Captain H.M.S. “Satellite,” to Governor 
Doveuas, dated Point Roberts, 22d May 1858. 

Sir, 

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Despatch, dated Hudson’s 
Bay Company’s steamer “ Otter,” off Point Roberts, 21st May 1858, acquainting me of your in- 
tention to appoint a collector of Customs for the district of Fraser’s River, and requesting that a 
detachment, sufficiently strong to maintain, if requisite, by force of arms the authority of the laws, 
may be furnished from Her Majesty’s ship “ Satellite,” to support the collector in the exercise of his 
office, as the British frontier is now violated by foreign vessels in the most open manner. 

2. In reply thereto I have to acquaint you, that I purpose to take my gig with me on our 
excursion up Fraser’s River, and I have now ordered the launch of the “ Satellite,” with her crew, 

_and a detachment of marines consisting of one non-commissioned officer and four privates, to be ready 
to accompany us as far as Fort Langley. ‘The launch will be in the charge of Lieutenant Gooch of 
the “ Satellite,” and he will be instructed to pay due attention to any requisitions the collector of 
Customs may make to him. 

3. I trust that the presence of this boat in the river will have the desired effect of preserving order, 
and that there will be no necessity to require her to have recourse to active measures for the enforee- 
ment of the law. 

4. As I have already explained to your Excellency in my Despatch of the 18th instant, the 
** Satellite” has special duties to perform, and as for the execution of those duties, I am necessitated 
to return in the course of a fortnight to Vancouver’s Island, I shall be obliged to withdraw the launch 
from Fraser’s River upon the departure of the ship from Point Roberts. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES C. PREvostT, 
Captain H.M. Ship “ Satellite,” 
and Senior Naval Officer present. 


Cory of Letter from James C. Prevost, Esquire, Captain H.M.S. “ Satellite,” to Governor 
Dovaeuas, dated Esquimalt, Vancouver’s Island, 9th June 1858. 
Sir, 

On the receipt of the last mail from England, upon my return to this anchorage, I find that 
the services of the “ Satellite,” in connection with the special duty upon which she is employed, are 
not likely to be called into requisition until about the end of the present month, I shall therefore, 
until that time, be ready to render you any assistance that I may be able in regard to the preservation 
of territorial rights and the maintenance of the laws, under the peculiar and unforeseen circum- 


stances consequent upon the discovery of gold in Fraser’s River, as alluded to in your Despatch of 


the 15th May 1858, and in my reply thereto of the 18th May. 
I have, &ce. 
(Signed) James C. PREvost. 
Captain H.M.S. “ Satellite,” and Senior Officer 
present at Vancouver's Island. 


Copy of Letter from Governor Doueras to JAMES C. Prevost, Esquire, Captain H.M.S. 
4 “ Satellite,’ dated Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 14th June 1858. 

IR, . 

I wAve the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, informing me 
with reference to my letter to you of the 15th ultimo, and to your reply thereto of the 18th ultimo, 
that in consequence of the special duty upon which the “Satellite” is employed not requiring her 
services until about the end of the present month, you can until that time render me any assistance 
that you may be able in regard to the preservation of territorial rights and to the maintenance 
of the laws, under the circumstances consequent upon the discovery of gold in Fraser’s River. 

In reply. thereto, I beg to offer you my best thanks for your ready co-operation, and I would 
therefore request you would be good enough to proceed again with the “ Satellite” to the entrance 
to Fraser’s River, for the purpose of continuing the beneficial moral effect which I have every 
reason to feel sure has already been produced by her former display at that point; and I have also 
to request you will again detach the launch of the “ Satellite” to proceed to Fort Langley with 
sufficient force, and instructions to the officer in charge of her to render all necessary assistance to 
the officer of the Customs at that place should he experience any opposition to the discharge of his 
duties. 

In making this requisition, I am fully aware of the unusual and great temptations to desert to 
which those employed will be exposed; and of its being almost more than can be expected, that 
men, with no greater inducements than the ordinary remuneration of the service, can under such 
circumstances wholly resist the exciting and wonderful tales which are to be everywhere heard, 
I am therefore endeavouring to establish a fund to meet the necessary expenses of the Revenue 
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service, and out of that fund I hope to be able to make an allowance of as much as one dollar per , 
. Ss ? . . 
diem to every person belonging to the “ Satellite” who may be actually and actively employed in 
boats in Fraser’s River assisting in the discharge of the duties devolving upon the Revenue 
service. ‘ 
I remain, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES Dovuauas. 
Governor, Vancouver's Island. 


Copy of a Letter from James C. Prevost, Esquire, Captain H.M.S. “ Satellite,” to Governor 
Douaeuas, dated Esquimalt, Vancouver's Island, 14th June 1858. 

SIR | 
’ Tuave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of this date, and 
in reply thereto beg to inform you that I shall be ready to proceed to-morrow morning with Her 
Majesty’s ship under my command to the entrance of Fraser’s River; but before quitting this 
anchorage in the ship, and before detaching the launch to Fort Langley, I am anxious distinctly to 
understand your Excellency’s wishes, and to be in such a position as to prevent as far as possible any 
illegality of action on the part of those under my command, I beg therefore most respectfully to 
request your Excellency will be pleased to inform me whether you are desirous that, while the 
“ Satellite” is lying off the entrance of Fraser’s River, I should cause foreign boats and vessels to be 
prevented from proceeding up the river, unless provided with a sufferance from the Custom House 
at Victoria; and in such case I would request you would furnish me with the requisite authority for 
so doing, so that I could act under it should circumstances render such a course advisable. I have 
also to request your Excellency will supply me with a copy of the Instructions given to the Revenue 
officers in Fraser’s River, so that I may give clear and definite orders to the officers I may detach to 

assist the Revenue officers in the maintenance of the same. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAaMEs C. PREvostT. 

Captain H.M.S. “ Satellite,” and Junior Naval Officer 


present at Vancouver's Island. 


Copy of Letter from Governor Dovetas to James C. Prevost, Esquire, Captain H.M.S. 
“ Satellite,” dated Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 15th June 1858. 

SIR 

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, referrmg to my letter of the same date, and 
requesting that before you leave Esquimalt for Fraser's River, and before the launch ‘of the 
“ Satellite” is detached to Fort Langley, you may be distinctly informed of my wishes, and be 
placed in such a position as to prevent any illegality of action on the part of those under your 
command, I have the honour to refer you to my letter of the 15th ultimo, transmitting to you a 
copy of the Proclamation which I issued on the 8th May 1858; and I have to request that you will 
hereby consider yourself duly and fully empowered to act to the best of your discretion and 
judgment to prevent any infringement of that Proclamation, and under such authority you will be 
justified in seizing and sending in for condemnation any foreign vessels that may be found in Fraser's 
River without proper papers and documents. 

In reply to your further request, that you may be furnished with a copy of the Instructions given 
to the Revenue officers in Fraser’s River, so that you may give clear and definite orders to the 
officers you may appoint to assist the Revenue officers in the maintenance of the laws, I beg to 
acquaint you that the Revenue officers are acting under the Revenue laws of the Empire, and 
under the law which secures to: the Hudson’s Bay Company the exclusive rights of trade, with 
reference to which they have no particular instructions, their course of action in following the 
requirements of the law being perfectly independent of me; but I have instructed them to carry out 
strictly the prohibitions of the before-mentioned Proclamation, and under that to seize all ships, boats, 
and vessels not being duly provided with a sufferance from the officer of Customs at Victoria, and a 
licence from the agent of the Hudson’s Bay Company. mit 

Canoes with miners, having only their mining tools, provisions, and necessary personal -baggage, 
all being personal property, and not for purposes of trade, may be furnished with a pass and a 
licence receipt, obtainable at Fort Langley, upon the payment of the sum of five dollars for each 
of those documents. 

T attach hereto copies of the forms of pass and licence receipt, and it would be a great benefit 
to Her Majesty’s Service if you would be good enough to appoint some officer on board the 
“ Satellite” to issue such documents in case of need, and to collect the sums due upon them. An 
allowance of five per cent. being granted by the Government in compensation for the trouble of so 


doing, and for furnishing a clear account of the passes and licences issued, and of the money 
received. 


2 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES DouaGuas. | 


Form or Pass. 


The bearer of this is permitted to pass up Fraser’s River in 
having the undermentioned provisions and tools on board, all declared to be personal property and 
for personal use. losk ed 


1858. 
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“Copy of Lerrer from Governor DOUGLAS to Rear- Admiral Baynes, Commander-in-Chief of 
Her Majesty’s Forces in the Pacific, dated 12th May 1858. 
Srr, 


I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 27th of January last, informing of 


your appointment as Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty’s Naval Forces in the Pacific, and I 
received with much pleasure the assurance of your readiness and desire to attend to the suggestions I 
may. from time to time have to make in furtherance of the Queen’s Service. 

1 have very lately addressed a communication to the Right Honourable Secretary for the Colonies, 
directing his attention to the prodigious emigration of United States’ citizens, and other foreigners, 
from California and Oregon, in consequence of the discovery of gold on Frasers’ River within the 
British Possessions on this coast. ”, a * * 

To prevent the entrance of those people into the British territory is, perhaps, altogether impossible 
with any force that could be collected within a reasonable time; but what may be easily accomplished 
is,—to maintain the authority of the Government, to preserve the peace, to punish offences, and to 
enforce obedience to the laws, until Her Majesty’s Government are in a position to take more decided 
steps for administering the Government of the country. 

_ I therefore take the liberty of making application to you for a sufficient force to aid and assist in 
maintaining the Queen’s authority, until further Instructions are received from Hngland. 

The “ Satellite ” and “Plumper” are both at present employed on this part of the coast, but being 
on special service I do not feel at liberty to tax them too severely for assistance, though I am con- 
vinced that both Captains Prevost and Richards will afford me every assistance in their power, but 
their means are limited. 

I therefore think it highly necessary that the naval force in this quarter should be largely 
reinforced, especially as there is no limit to the possible amount of immigration into the Gold Region 
should the country prove productive; and I shall not be at all surprised if, in that case, there be an 
influx, in course of a few months, of twenty or thirty thousand people. I, as a matter of course, feel 
deeply anxious about the results which may arise in the altered circumstances of the country, and 
desirous of seeing such measures taken as may have the effect of protecting the interests of the 
British Crown. 
~ I shall further address you from time to time as occasion may require. 

With offers of our best service, Thee 


(Signed) JAMES Doueuas, 
Governor, Vancouver’s Island. 





No. 8. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Doua.as to the Right Hon. Lord Srantey, M.P. 
(No. 34.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, August 19, 1858. 
;, (Received, October 11, 1858.) 
My Lorp, (Answered No. 30, October 16, 1858, page 69.) 


I neRewitH transmit copy of a letter which I have lately received by Her 
Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Calypso,” under the command of Captain Montresor, from Rear-Admiral 
Baynes, in reply to my communication to him of the 12th of May last, of which a copy 
was transmitted with my Despatches to your Lordship, informing Admiral Baynes of the 
large immigration of foreigners into this country and Frasers River, and urgently 
recommending that the naval forces employed on this coast should be increased, with 
the view of protecting life and property, and maintaining the supremacy of the laws. 

2. I infer from Admiral Baynes’s letter that he cannot furnish any additional force ; 
neither does it appear from his letter that he entertains any hopes of being able to aid or 
assist in protecting the country; so that I am left to depend upon the casual aid received 
from the “‘ Satellite’ and “ Plumper,” whose excellent Commanders, Captains Prevost and 
Richards, have merited my warmest thanks for their cordial and zealous co-operation in 
all the protective measures adopted by this Government. 

3. The settlements on the sea-board require no other protection than those ships can 
afford ; but a force is wanted for the service of the interior, which can be spared neither 
from the “ Satellite ” nor “‘ Plumper,” both being here on special service, the latter on 
‘the coast survey, and the former for the objects of the Boundary Commission. 

4. There are now about 10,000 foreign miners in I’raser’s River, and upwards of 3,000 
of that number are profitably engaged in gold mining. 

I have appointed Sub-Commissioners to mark out the mining claims, and to receive the 
duty of 21s. a month payable on each claim. Those officers require support, and the 
miners demand protection, while I have not a single man to detach to either of their 
assistance, 

5. The affairs of Government might be carried on smoothly with even a single com- 
pany of infantry ; but at present | must, iat st ANAL depend in a great measure on 
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personal influence and management; a position inconsistent with the dignity of the 
Queen’s Government. 

6. I therefore trust that you will take our case into consideration, and direct such 
reinforcements to be sent to this country as Her Majesty’s Government may deem 
necessary. 

7. My opinion of the value and extent of the Gold Region has undergone no change 
for the worse since I addressed you on the 10th of June last, and there is every prospect, 
under proper management, that the country will produce a large revenue for the Crown. 

8. We have commenced the work of improving the internal communications of the 
country, as referred to in the 17th paragraph of my Despatch* No. 31. of the 26th of 
July last, a party of 500 men being now engaged in opening a road into Upper Fraser's 
River by the valley of Harrison’s River. 

9. A stern wheel steam-vessel is now running to the upper extremity of Harrison’s 
Lake, from whence we have commenced cutting a road through the forest on the left 
bank of Harrison’s River and Lillooet Lake to connect Anderson’s with Harrison’s Lake, 
the total distance between those two points being about 80 miles of land carriage over a 
generally level country. é‘ 

10. The men employed in that important enterprise are gold miners, composed of 
many nations, British subjects, Americans, French, Germans, Danes, Africans, and 
Chinese, who volunteered their services immediately on our wish to open a practicable 
route into the interior of the Fraser’s River District bemg made known to the public. 
They, moreover, proffered their services on terms so peculiar in themselves, and so 
advantageous for the country, that it would have been unwise of me to decline them. 
Each man, for example, on being enrolled into the corps, paid into our hands the sum 
of 25 dollars, as security for good conduct. ‘They receive no remuneration in the form 
of pay; the Government having merely to supply them with food while employed on the 
road, and to transport them free of expense to the commencement of the road on 
Harrison’s Lake, where the money deposit of 25 dollars is to be repaid to them in 
provisions, at Victoria prices, when the road is finished. The cost of the work will 
therefore not be heavy, nor exceed our means of repayment out of the revenues of the 
Gold District. 

11. The organization of the corps is simple, yet etfective, it being divided into 20 
companies of 25 men, and each company under the command of a Captain, who carries . 
all orders into effect, reports to the Commander of the corps, and draws upon the 
Commissary for the weekly supplies of food. 

An Engineer, with guides and Indians acquainted with the country, blazes the trees, 
and marks out the road, in advance of the main body. 

12. I have lately received the most cheering accounts of the progress of the party, 
who were working assiduously, and had then cut through about 16 miles from the com- 
mencement of the road on Harrison’s Lake, and will, I trust, carry it through with the 
same degree of spirit as they now exhibit. 

13. The accompanying Map* of the country will more clearly show the direction of 
the road, and its connexion with Fraser’s River beyond the coast range of mountains. 

14. That route will be of the greatest advantage to the country, and, when opened, 
will form the commercial highway into the interior districts, there being little probability 
of the existence of any other practicable route from the sea coast. ; 

15. A direct route from the head of Jarvis’s Inlet (see Map) to the Lillooet lake is 
supposed to exist, and will be explored as soon as the mass of business now on my 
hands, is disposed of. 

I have, &c., 
The Right Honourable Lord Stanley, M.P., (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &c. Governor. 


Enclosure in No. 8. 


Sir, “Ganges,” at Callao, June 28, 1858. 

I nave the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Excellency’s letter, dated the 12th 
of May last, respecting the emigration into Her Majesty’s Possessions on the north-west coast of 
America of United States citizens and other foreigners from California and Oregon, in consequence 
of the discovery of gold on Fraser’s River, a copy of which I forwarded to the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty. 


I have, &e. 
His Excellency (Signed) R. Came”. BAYNEs, 
James Douglas, Esquire, Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Chief. 


Governor of Vancouver’s Island. 
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Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Dovatas to the Right Hon. Lord Srantey, M.P. 
(No. 35.) 
Victoria, Vancouver's Island, August 27, 1858. 
My Lorp, (Received October 11, 1858, p. .) 

1. Suvce I last addressed you on the 19th instant,* an alarming report reached this 
place of the murder of 42 miners by the Indians of Fraser’s River, and I, in conse- 
quence, made a requisition on Major Hawkins, Her Majesty's Commissioner for deter- 
mining the land boundary, for an officer and ten men, and for an equal force respectively 
on Captain Prevost of Her Majesty’s ship “ Satellite” and Captain Montresor of Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Calypso,” so as to form a force of 33 officers and men to proceed with 
me to the scene of the disaster. 

2. That alarming report has since been contradicted in a Despatch from Mr. Hicks, 
Her Majesty’s Sub-Commissioner of Crown lands for the District of Fort Yale, who 
states that two men only were killed by the Indians, instead of the larger number pre- 
viously reported. I am nevertheless preparing for an excursion to Fraser’s River, with 
a small military force of 35 men, composed of 15 Sappers and Miners furnished by Major 
Hawkins, and Lieutenant Jones with 20 Marines, kindly furnished by Captain Prevost of 
Her Majesty’s Ship “ Satellite.” 

3. Major Hawkins has decided on accompanying me to Fraser’s River, and will 
command the military force. 

4, The object I have in view by undertaking that journey is the enforcement of such 
laws as may be found necessary for the maintenance of peace and good order among the 
motley population of foreigners now assembled in Fraser’s River, and also practically to 
assert the rights of the Crown, by introducing the levying of a licence duty on persons 
digging for gold, in order to raise a revenue for the defence and protection of the country. 

5. ‘The military force is absurdly small for such an occasion, but I shall use every 
exertion in my power to accomplish the great object in view, and to assert the rights of 
my country, in hopes that early measures will be taken by Her Majesty's Government 
to relieve the country from its present perilous state. 

I ‘transmit for your information the requisition I made on Captain Montresor, and his 
reply thereto. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &e. Sc. Governor. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 9. 


Sir, Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, August 24, 1858. 
INTELLIGENCE has just been received here of an alarming collision between white miners 
and the native Indian Tribes of Fraser’s River. 

A sanguinary war of races, the inevitable consequence of a prolonged state of misrule, may 
plunge the Government into the most serious difficulties, unless steps be immediately taken to avert 
the evil. 

I therefore propose to visit that country as soon as the necessary arrangements can be completed. 

A military force is essentially necessary on that occasion, to represent and sustain the dignity of 
the Queen’s Government; and [ make this appeal to you, sir, in Her Majesty’s name, for a detach- 
ment of one officer and ten marines from Her Majesty’s ship “ Calypso,” to be placed at my disposal 
for that service. 

I have, &c. 
Captain Montresor, R.N., (Signed) JAMES Dovue.as, Governor. 
H.M. Ship “ Calypso,” Esquimalt. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 9. 


Sir, Her Majesty’s Ship “ Calypso,” Esquimalt, 
Vancouver’s Island, August 24, 1858. 

« [n reply to the requisition I had the honour to receive from your Excellency this afternoon, 

I beg leave to state that my orders from the Commander-in-Chief give me no discretionary powers, 

as to prolonging my stay at Vancouver, and that, owing to the “ Satellite” not having arrived at 

Esquimalt for some days after the “ Calypso,” I have already exceeded the stay I originally intended 
to make. 

Under these circumstances, I deem it my duty to proceed to sea to-morrow morning. I have, 

however, consulted Captain Prevost as to the number of marines that can be spared from the 
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“ Satellite,” and have recommended that an officer and 20 men should be placed at your disposal ; 
and I have no doubt that on his receiving a similar requisition to that forwarded to, me Captain 
Prevost will consider it his duty to act as I have advised. 

I have, &c. 


His Excellency James Douglas, Esq., (Signed) F. B. Monrresor, 
Governor, Vancouver’s Island, Captain Her Majesty’s Ship 
&e. &e. &e. “Calypso,” and senior officer 


present at Vancouver's Island. 





No. 10. . 
Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Dove as to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrvon, 
Bart. 
(No. 37.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, August 30, 1858. 
(Received October 11, 1858.) 
Sir, (Answered, October 14, 1858, page 67.) 


I nerewirn transmit, for the information'of Her Majesty’s Government, copy of 
the Instructions issued to the Assistant Gold Commissioner to be employed in Fraser’s 
River, and also a Proclamation issued on the 25th instant, establishing Harbour Regula- 
tions, and for the regulation of boats and other small craft employed on the coasts 
of Vancouver's Island, which I trust may meet with the approval of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&e, &c. &c. Governor. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 10. 
Instructions TO Assistant GOLD COMMISSIONERS. 


1. You will on the first and following days of each month commence issuing licences in* your 
district, receiving payment for the same in money or gold dust. You’ will commence at the portion 
of the diggings which is most convenient, marking out at the time of giving the licence the boundaries 
of each party, on the following scale, namely : 

On every river, twenty-five feet frontage to each person licensed. 

On every creek and ravine, twenty-five feet to either side of the stream or ravine to each person 
licensed. 

On table land or river flats, constituting dry diggings, twenty feet square to each person 
licensed. 

Those allotments are to be marked consecutively, where practicable; and you will enter in a book, 
in the form annexed (B.), the descriptions of the localities allotted, with the names of the parties. 
You will append to such book a rough chart of the ground, giving names, for the convenience of 
reference, to the more prominent portions of the ground. ; 

2. You will be furnished with blank licences; and requisitions are to be made by you on the 
Colonial Storekeeper for such further licences as may be necessary, care being taken that your 
demand is made sufficiently early to enable that officer to forward them to you by the time they are 
required. You will fill up and deliver the licences to the parties at the Gold Fields, entering their 
names, and receiving the prescribed fees; and you will make half-monthly payments direct to the 
territorial Treasurer in of the amount collected by you for licences, accompanied 
by statements in duplicate of the particulars. You will also make a return to me of the number of 
licences issued, and the amount. received, as well as of the number remaining of the blank licence - 
forms. 

For any expense which you may be authorized to incur, accounts should be rendered to me as early 
as practicable, and if found correct I will prepare a warrant authorizing payment of them to be made 
to the parties or their agents. . a 

In such cases as it may be deemed expedient to make payment for any supplies earlier than can be 
done in this way, an advance will be made to you for the purpose, with the understanding that it will 
be adjusted by a certain time, to be named in your application for it, specifying the general objects 
for which it is required, and that you will be held responsible for the amount, until this has been 
done by the passing of the accounts for the expenditure at the Audit Office. 

3. You will at the same time forward to me the monthly abstracts of the salaries of your Establish- 
ment, including authorized accounts for rations. 

4, You will in all respects carry out the General Regulations, of which copies are annexed, reporting 
any temporary deviations which circumstances may render inevitable. You will especially report 
upon the applications made to you by companies or individuals under the 3rd and 7th clauses of the 
Regulations of the 13th July 1858, that the necessary steps may be at once taken to carry out their 
objects. as, 
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5. You will be furnished with a chest, for the security of gold. and money received by you, and it Brrtisa 
is desirable that in your temporary absence the same should be given to the care of the serjeant of Corumpta. 
your party. You will take care that the barracks or tents are not at any time.left without a sufficient 
guard, and you will keep a sentry on the ground at all times, day and night. 

6. You will settle all disputes between licensed occupiers of the Gold Fields, visiting the spot in 
dispute with as little delay as possible. It is most desirable that every dispute should be instantly 
investigated and settled, that disputants may not have the temptation to redress their grievances 
themselves. 

7. You will keep copies of all correspondence and accounts, reporting to me the particulars of the 
gold received by you, and sent by escort to or elsewhere. 

8. You will keep me informed at all times with the particulars of the Gold Fields in your district, 
including the number of persons, the number licensed, and the general prospects of the place. 

9. As soon as practicable you will divide your district into separate beats, assigning to each man 
a particular locality. By this means he will soon become acquainted with every person on his beat, 
and more readily detect unlicensed diggers. 

Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, July Ist, 1858. 








(B.) 
Forms REFERRED TO IN PARAGRAPH l. 
Forks, Names and Description. 
No. 1. - - - Thomas James, Richard Doe, &c. 
No. 2. - . - John Hinds, Robert Smith, &c. 
No. 3. - ~ - William Trow, George Horin, &c, 
No. 4. . - - &e. &e. &e. 
Morman Bar. 
ING. 1. - ~ - Thomas George, Robert Tom. 
No. 2. - - - &e. &e. &e. 
Great Falls. 
No. 1. - : - George Gray, Philip Jones. 
No. 2. pe Lar ane na &e. &e. &e. 
Fountain. , 
No. 1. - - - William Par, Thomas Quill. 
‘ No. 2. - ~ - George Robin, &e. 


PoricE REGULATIONS. 


Your Establishment will consist of six men; namely, a serjeant at one dollar and a half, and the 
remainder at one dollar per diem each, with rations (two shillings) and with clothing. 

You will hold Courts of Petty Sessions at the place near to your head quarters, which may be 
proclaimed for that purpose on such days as shall be most convenient, giving sufficient publicity to 
the same. 

You will carry out the general Police business of your district, taking especial care that drinking 
and gambling, and other disorders, are as much as possible put down. ‘The serjeant of your party will 
also act as chief constable, and his duties will be those ordinarily belonging to such officers. 

You will furnish me, monthly, with an account of the number of days on which Courts of 
Petty Sessions are held, and of the number of cases, and their result, distinguishing their several 
characters. 

You will have the power of dismissing any of your party for drunkenness or other misconduct, 
reporting to me the circumstances. 

Fort Langley, July 13, 1858. 


GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR GOLD DIsTRICT. 


1. With reference to the Proclamation of his Excellency the Governor, bearing date the 28th day 
of December last, and to the notice from this office of the 30th of the same month, his Excellency 
directs it to be notified that the licences issued in accordance therewith, to dig, search for, and remove 
gold found in its natural place of deposit, will in future be limited in their operations to alluvial gold, 
whether consisting of dust, grain, scale, or lump gold, and will not extend to matrix gold, combined 
with quartz or any other rock remaining in its original bed or situation. 

2. Previously to the working of any such matrix gold, notice must be given to and a written 
permission obtained from the Commissioner of the Gold District, who will require such security and 
make such arrangements for the protection of the public interests as he may deem necessary. 

If the parties concerned fail to give the required notice or security, or to observe the conditions 
prescribed by that officer, all such matrix gold, and also all alluvial gold of every kind procured 
without due authority, will be seized as the property of the Crown, in whose possession soever it 
may be found, and the persons offending will render themselves liable to be prosecuted for the 
offence. 

3. Persons desirous of working auriferous quartz veins may make application in writing to the 
Commissioner of the Gold District, accurately Loy ini the locality. Such application shall be 
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immediately recorded by such officer in a book to be kept for that purpose, which shall be open at 
all reasonable times for the inspection of applicants. 

In case no previous application shall have been made as above directed, and should there be no 
yalid objection to the proposal, the Commissioner shall notify to the applicant his acceptance of the 
same. The applicant shall then enter into a bond, binding himself and two or more suflicient sureties 
to the satisfaction of the Government, jointly and severally in the sum of two thousand pounds, to pay 
a royalty of ten per cent. on all gold obtained from any part of the land within the limits of his 
claim, to an officer to be appointed for that purpose by the Government. That rate will be computed 
on the actual produce, valued at 3/. 4s. per oz., if procured by separation only, and per 
oz. if by amalgamation. 

He shall further be bound to permit such officer to reside on the land in the neighbourhood of the 
works, at such spot as may be assigned by the Commissioner, and also to give such officer access at all 
reasonable times to the buildings or premises, and to all books and accounts connected with the pro- 
duction of gold, also to give all necessary facilities for the collection of the royalty, daily or weekly, 
as may be found most desirable. 

4. All buildings, machinery, or other improvements erected or made on the land shall be considered 
as additional security for the due performance of the conditions of the bond. 

5. The above claim shall consist of half a mile of and in the course of the vein, with fifty yards 
reserved on each side of such vein for building and other purposes. 

The right of cutting and using timber for building purposes or for fire-wood from adjacent Crown 
lands, as well as access to neighbouring water, shall also be conceded, 

The duration of the claim shall be three years, which shall, however, be extended for such further 
period as upon receipt of instructions from Her Majesty’s Government may be determined upon, 
having due regard to the interests of the party concerned. At the expiration of the term of their 
holding, or on the termination of their tenure sooner, by consent of the Government, the parties shall 
have liberty to remove all buildings, machinery, or other improvements erected or made by them, and 
a reasonable time shall be allowed for that purpose ; provided always, that the conditions of the bond 
shall have been duly fulfilled. 

6. A claim such as above shall be forfeited,—by the failure of the applicant to enter within a 
reasonable period into the required bond; by his neglecting to pay the prescribed royalty at the 
time and in the manner required by the bond; by his not employing at least twenty persons on such 
claim within six months of the acceptance of his application for the same; by his ceasing to employ 
that number of persons on the works for the period of one month thereafter ; by obstructing the 
officer in the proper performance of his duty, or in any way violating the terms of the bond. Such 
vein shall then be open to selection by other parties. 

7. Persons desirous of draining ponds or waterholes may make application in the mode above 
stated to the Commissioner or Assistant Commissioner of the Gold District, and shall be subject in all 
respects to the same regulations, with the exception that in the place of the payment of a royalty the 
applicants shall bind themselves to employ in each case the number of persons for whom the working 
of the claim would afford employment, as may be determined by the Government, on the report of 
the Commissioner, during the period of their occupation, and to take out a licence for every person so 
employed; and such claim shall be voided by the withdrawal of such number of persons from the 
work, unless in case of interruption by flood or other unforseen accident. 

8. The persons undertaking to drain any such pond or watercourse will not, however, be compelled 
to employ that number of persons during their occupancy, as required by this notice. It will be 
sufficient that during such occupancy they pay for licences for the full number of persons so fixed. 

9, Where more than one application shall have been made for any pond or waterhole previously to 
the publication of these regulations, or shall hereafter be made on the same day, such pond or water- 
hole shall be put up to tender, the advance being on the existing rate of the licence fee; and it will 
be understood that such advance shall be paid on any number of persons employed, in addition to the 
number before determined. 

10. Persons occupying portions of the Gold Field by erecting temporary buildings, tents, &c., and 
carrying on business in any way, shall pay a fee of thirty shillings monthly for the use of land so 
occupied by them, and they are required to pay the sum on demand, and in advance, to the officer 
appointed to receive payment of licence fees. 

11. Persons desiring of establishing claims to new and unoccupied ground, by working in the 
ordinary method for alluvial gold, may have their claims marked out on the following scale, namely :— 

1. Twenty-five feet frontage on rivers to each person. 
2. Twenty-five feet of the bed of a creck or ravine to each person. 
3. Twenty feet square of table land or river flats to each person. 

Every such claim shall be voided by the failure on the part of the claimant to work the same 
within ten days after the date of his acceptance; and persons found working on such or any other 
ground, without having previously paid the licence fee to the proper officer, shall pay double the 
amount for such licence, and in default be proceeded against in the usual manner. ; 

The Commissioner or Assistant Commissioner is empowered to make such temporary regulations as 
may be necessary to prevent inconvenience to other licensed persons from the carrying on operations 
of the above nature. 


By His Excellency’s Command. 
Issued at Fort Langley, this 13th day of July 1858. 
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Government House, Victoria, December 30, 1858. 
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Wirth reference to the Proclamation issued on the 28th of December, declaring the rights of Cotumera, 


the Crown in respect to gold found in its natural place of deposit within the Districts of Fraser's 
River and of Thompson’s River commonly known as the Quaatlan, Couteau, and Shuswap countries,— 
His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to establish the following provisional regulations 
under which licences may be obtained to dig, search for, and remove the same :— 
lst.—From and after the 1st day of February next, no person will be permitted to dig, search for, 
or remove gold on or from any lands, public or private, without first taking out and paying 
for a.licence in the form annexed. 
2d.—For the present, and pending further proof of the extent and productiveness of the gold 
deposits, the licence fee has been fixed at twenty-one shillings per month, to be paid in 
advance; but it is to be understood that the rate is subject to future adjustment, as 
circumstances may render it expedient. 
3d.—The licences can be obtained at Victoria, Vancouver's Island, until a Commissioner is 
appointed by His Excellency the Governor to carry those regulations into effect, and who 
will be authorized to receive the fee payable thereon. 
4th.—Rules adjusting the extent and position of land to be covered by each licence, and for the 
prevention of confusion, and the interference of one licensed with another, will be regulated 
by the said Commissioner. 


Form or Goup LICENCE. 
No. , 185 
The bearer , having paid to me the sum of twenty-one shillings on account of 
the territorial Revenue, I hereby license him to dig, search for, and remove gold on and from any 


such Crown land within the 0 as I shall assign to him 
for that purpose, during the month of 185 . This licence must be produced whenever 
demanded by me, or any person acting under the authority of the Government. 

(Signed) A.B., Commissioner, 


> ——$ 





Enclosure 2 in No. 10. 
PROCLAMATION 
By His Excellency James Doueias, Governor of Vancouver's Island and its Dependencies, 


WuHereas by law all mines of gold, and all gold in its natural place of deposit within the Districts 
of Fraser’s River and of Thompson’s River commonly known as the Quaatlan, Couteau, and Shuswap 
countries, whether on the lands of the Queen or any of Her Majesty’s subjects, belong to the Crown: 

And whereas information has been received by the Government that gold exists upon and in the 
soil of the said Districts, and that certain persons have commenced or are about to commence 
searching and digging for the same for their own use, without leave or other authority from Her 
Majesty : 

how’ I, James Douglas, the Governor aforesaid, in behalf of Her Majesty, do hereby publicly 
notify and declare, that all persons who shall take from any lands within the said Districts any gold, 
metal, or ore containing gold, or who shall dig for and disturb the soil in search of gold, metal, or ore, 
without having been duly authorized in that behalf by Her Majesty’s Colonial Government, will be 
prosecuted, both criminally and civilly, as the law allows. 

And I further notify and declare, that such regulations as may be found expedient will be prepared 
and published, setting forth the terms on which licences will be issued for this purpose, on the 
payment of a reasonable fee. 

Given under my hand and seal, at the Government Office, Victoria, this twenty-eighth day of 
December in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, and in the twenty- 
first year of Her Majesty’s reign. 


God save the Queen. 





No. Ll. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetias to the Right Hen. Sir. KE. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 39.) 
Fort Hope, Fraser’s River, September 9, 1858. 
Sir, (Received Nov. 29th, 1858). 

1. I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch (confidential) of the Ist 
of July last*, and observe with feelings of indescribable satisfaction that Her Majesty’s 
Government approve of the measures which I conceived it necessary to resort to, in order 
to assert the dominion of the Crown over the Gold Districts of Fraser’s River, and the 


rights of the Crown over the precious ier 
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2. The measures subsequently taken with the view of introducing public order and 
government into the Gold Regions, and reported to you in my later communication, 
being part of the same general system, will, therefore, I feel assured, also meet with the 
support of Her Majesty’s Government, 3 . , 

3. The latter, like the initiatory measures, were introduced under the pressure of 
necessity, without adequate means, and, therefore, necessarily imperfect ; but in adopt- 
ing them we had solely the great object in view of protecting British interests, and 
developing the resources of the Gold Regions. . 

4. It was necessary for that purpose that we should maintain a proper control over 
the mixed multitude that have literally forced an entrance into the British Possessions ; 
that Americans and other foreigners should, on certain conditions, be admitted into the 
Gold Regions; that stocks of food should be thrown into those districts; that, for want 
of British Ships, foreign vessels should, as a temporary arrangement, be allowed, under a 
sufferance, renewable at the close of each voyage, to navigate the inland waters of 
Fraser’s River, for the purpose of supplying the miners with food and. clothing ;. that 
roads should be opened, to render the Gold Districts’ accessible to the miner and to the 
merchant; that Courts of Law should be established, and ‘officers appointed for 
the administration of justice, the punishment of offences, and the protection of life and 
property ; and that the powerful native Indian Tribes who inhabit the Gold Regions 
should be at once conciliated and placed under proper restraint. : 

5. All this I have attempted to do, and I trust that Her Majesty’s Government will 
see in those attempts only a profound desire on my part to promote the interests of the 
Empire, without any admixture of other motives. 

6. I have duly weighed the important communications made in your Despatch respect- 
ing the views of Her Majesty’s Government on this country, and I will use every means 
in my power to carry them fully into effect. 

7. Ll understand from those Instructions, that you do not deem it advisable to compel 
the miners to take out mining licences for the present, and that no obstacle whatever 
is to be opposed to their resort to Fraser’s. River; that the national right to navigate 
Fraser's River is a ‘question which Her Majesty’s Government, deems it proper to 
reserve ; and that you enjoin caution and delicacy in dealing with those manifest cases 
of international relationship and feeling which are certain to arise, and which, but for 
the exercise of temper and discretion, may easily lead to serious complications between 
two neighbouring and powerful States; and that, finally, I am directed to exercise 
whatever influence and power I may possess in’ the manner best calculated to give 
development to the country and to advance Imperial interests. 

8. I have to inform Her Majesty’s Government, that, as a general rule, the taking out 
of licences by the miners of Fraser’s River has not yet been enforced, except to the 
extent of levying on each miner leaving Victoria for the Gold Diggings the sum of five 
dollars for one month’s mining licence in advance. 

9. The object of that payment was to assert the rights of the Crown, and at the same 
time to form a fund to meet the current expenses of the Government ; and my reason 
for not sooner enforcing the taking out of licences was the fact that I have no direct 
authority from Her Majesty's Government to impose taxes in the Fraser’s River 
District, as my Commissions from the Crown extend only to the Colony of Vancouver's 
Island and to Queen Charlotte’s Island ; and I, moreover, felt satisfied of the inability of 
the miners to pay the tax during the high stage of Fraser’s River, when the auriferous 
bars were inundated, and the miners consequently lying idle and entirely out of employ- 
ment. : 

10. The river is now falling rapidly, and the miners in many places are doing well, and 
are able to bear the tax, though, as a general rule, the great body of the mining popula- 
tion are still unemployed, or barely making money enough to pay for their livmg. We 
shall, therefore, in consequence of your recommendation, grant them a further respite 
until their mining claims become more productive, and they can afford to pay the regular 
licence duty for digging gold. 

11. As there is, however, no other means open to me of raising a revenue for defray- 
ing the expense of the officers and ‘police employed on Fraser’s River, and of opening 
roads and other necessary expenses connected with that country, and being, moreover, 
exceedingly anxious to avoid drawing on the Imperial ‘Treasury, and to make the country 
bear, as much as possible, its own burdens, I established a regulation, before my depar- 
ture from Vancouver’s Island, with the consent of the agents of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, authorizing the importation of foreign goods of all: kinds into Fraser’s River, 
at an ad valorem duty of 10 per cent., to be levied at. Victoria, the ‘proceeds of which 
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are to be exclusively applied to the service of Her Majesty’s Government, and to meet 
the expenses of governing F'raser’s River. 

This course appears in all respects advisable, the duty being a fair and equitable tax, 
easily collected, and bearing equally on the consumers. I therefore trust it will meet 
with the approval of Her Majesty’s Government. 

12. I have to observe, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, that all 
foreigners, and especially American citizens, who have visited Fraser’s River since the 
commencement of the gold excitement, have been treated with kindness, and protected by 
the laws. The rights of the Crown, as well as the trading rights secured by statute to 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, have been broadly asserted in my several Proclamations, 
with the object of maintaining British supremacy, by establishing a moral control over the 
masses of foreigners, who, under the false impression that the country was free, and open 
to all nations, and that we had no military force at our disposal, were rushing defiantly 
and without ceremony into Her Majesty’s Possessions ; and we succeeded by that means 
in securing respect and obedience to the law, at a time when a policy of concession 
would have been mistaken for weakness, and have proved injurious to British interests. 

~13. I may also remark, that the wants of the mining population in Fraser’s River 
have been abundantly supplied, both in respect of food and the other necessaries of life, 
as the miners were allowed to carry with them from Victoria an unlimited supply of 
food, mining tools, and clothing, even to the extent of a six months’ stock, for their 
personal use, so that they are not under the necessity of making purchases from the 
stores of the Hudson’s Bay Company, though they frequently do so, in consequence of 
getting a better quality of goods at a lower price than can be procured from other parties. 
In short, I think I may venture to assert that the miners, as a body, are satisfied with 
the kindness they have received from the authorities since their arrival in the British 
Territory. 

14. Being now engaged in visiting the various districts of Fraser’s River, with the 
intention of reporting to you on their present state and condition, and being exceedingly 
busy with various matters of detail, I will bring my present Despatch to a close, after 
informing you that the mining population in this quarter continue quiet, orderly, and 
submissive to the laws. 

| _ I have, &c. 
| (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Governor. 
&c. &c. &c. 
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Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovatas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron. 
Bart. 


(No. 40.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, September 29, 1858. 
Sir, (Received November 29, 1858.) 

I nave the honour to acknowlege the receipt of your Despatch of the Ist of July*, 
marked “ confidential,” transmitting copy of a letter addressed to the Department over 
which you preside, by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, informing you of the 
steps they proposed to take in consequence of the Gold Discoveries in Fraser's River ; 
and you are pleased to add, for my particular information, that the officers commanding 
Her Majesty’s Ships at Varicouver’s Island would be directed to give me the fullest 
support, should the civil power require a force to maintain order among the adventurers 
resorting to the Gold Fields. 

You also recommend caution in employing such force, on account of the obvious 
danger of the desertion of the men. 

Ihave on this occasion to assure Her Majesty’s Government that the considerable 
powers so placed in my hands will not be misapplied, nor rendered subservient to the 
een of any interests other than those which with unbounded confidence they 

ave intrusted to my charge. . 

Though so long and intimately connected with the Hudson’s Bay Company, I 
have uniformly striven, during my administration of the Government of Vancouver's 
Island, to dispense equal justice to all its inhabitants, and to avoid even the suspicion, 
so allowable in the circumstances, of undue influence being used on my part in favouring 
the objects of the Hudson’s Bay Company. I was cautious even about enforcing the 


laws in respect to the rights of that association, which has in fact, exercised no right 
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nor enjoyed any privilege of trade or otherwise in this Colony that was not equally 
shared by every freeholder in the country. 

Her Majesty’s Government may also rely upon a proper and discreet use being 
made of the military and naval force at my disposal, and that it will not be 
called into action except in cases of extreme necessity; and also that all claims 
and interests will be rendered subordinate to the great object of peopling and 
opening up the new country, and consolidating it as an integral part of the British 
Empire. 

I have given full consideration to your suggestion of inducing by conciliatory 
advances such of the American immigrants as appear to be respectable, and to possess 
influence with their fellow countrymen, to co-operate with me in preserving order ; 
and I shall gladly avail myself of such aid, should it be at any time attainable. | 


I beg further to remark, that I feel under great obligations to Captain Prevost 
of Her Majesty’s Ship “ Satellite,” and to Captain Richards, commanding the ‘‘ Plumper,” 
for their cordial and unflinching support in every emergency ; and you will confer a 
great favour by causing this testimony of their zeal to be communicated to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

I have, &c. 
( Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B, Lytton, Bart. Governor. 

&e. &e. &c. 





No. 13. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovatas to the Right Hon. Sir E, B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 


(No. 42.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, September 30, 1858. 
Sir, (Received November 29, 1858.) 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 4*, of the 16th 
of July. 

2. In the midst of the varied cares and anxieties that press upon me in the present 
conjuncture, it is no small consolation to learn from your Despatch that Her Majesty’s 
Government feel assured of my zeal in the public service, and offer their firm support, 
in the performance of the arduous duties consequent on my present position ; and I beg 
leave to say that I feel the value of that support, and deeply grateful for the confidence 
reposed in me. 

3. I observe with satisfaction that Her Majesty's Government were engaged in 
conducting through Parliament a measure for the establishment of regular Government 
in the Gold Country, and were devising means for affording me the support of a military 
force. 

4. I have perused your remarks, defining the extent of the powers conferred on the 
Governor of Vancouver's Island by the Royal Commission, and observe that you 
approve of the appointment of a revenue officer, to prevent the landing of prohibited 
articles in Fraser's River, and instruct me to maintain the principle, that the navigation 
of Fraser’s River itself, above the mouth, is open to British vessels only, and that 
American or other foreign vessels, if admitted to navigate that river, should be required 
to take out a licence, your instructions on those points being in strict accordance with 
our present regulations. 

5. I observe also from your Despatch, that the rights of trade made over to the 
Hudson’s Bay Company are limited to the trade with the Indian tribes. 

We have always hitherto given a more extended application to those rights, believing, 
from the circumstance of the country being inhabited by Indians alone, and from its not 
being open for settlement to white men, that the intention of Parliament in granting the 
licence was to make over the whole trade of the country to the Hudson’s Bay Com- 

any. 

6. That construction of the rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company was strengthened 
by the following passage in his Grace of Newcastle’s Despatch, No. 12, of the 
ihe of October 1853, on which the proclamation issued on the 8th of May last was 

ased. 
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“With regard to the third subject, the traffic of the Americans with the Indians, 
you are of course aware that the Hudson’s Bay Company are legally entitled to 
this trade, to the exclusion of all other persons, whether British or foreign. You are, 
therefore, clearly at liberty to take such steps as may have the effect of punishing 
** persons who infringe their rights. But I am of opinion that it would be prudent 
** previously to issue a Proclamation, warning all persons against the consequences 
* of such an infringement of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s rights, and also apprizing 
“ foreigners that they are precluded from fishing within three miles of the shore.” 

7. We shall, however, in future, act upon your instructions, abrogating and amending 
without delay all existing regulations repugnant thereto. The Proclamation of the 
8th of May was in fact virtually abrogated by later regulations, permitting, in the 
first place, the entrance of boats and vessels, under sufferance, and afterwards allowing 
the importation of all kinds of goods into Fraser’s River, on the payment of an 
ad valorem duty on the goods of 10 per cent., as mentioned in the 11th paragraph 
of my Despatch No. 39*, of the 9th of September. 

8. The object of that Proclamation, which, from the pressure of business, my 
Despatches have but imperfectly explained to Her Majesty’s Government, was not 
solely to protect the interests of the Hudson’s Bay Company, for in the circumstances 
of the country that was a simple impossibility, but I sought to establish thereby a 
legal control over the multitude of foreigners who were entering the country, and 
who, notwithstanding our precautions to the contrary, have been with difficulty 
restrained from taking possession of and occupying as squatters all the valuable 
land on Fraser’s River. I felt that a step of that kind could not be legally carried 
into effect in my position as Governor of Vancouver's Island; but while holding that 
position, and representing, at the same time, the Hudson’s Bay Company, I fancied that 
important public measure would violate no law, and therefore, from its evident necessity, 
meet with your approval and support. 

9. The arrangement with the Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company, of which you dis- 
approve, was never carried into effect; but the other foreign vessels employed on 
Fraser's River were likewise bound by the same conditions offered to that company. 
Those regulations have by subsequent changes fallen into disuse, insomuch as they are 
connected with the privileges or tend to promote the interests of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company. 

10. We shall forthwith discontinue the regulation requiring the prepayment of mining 
licences and head money on persons going to Fraser’s River, in consequence of your 
instructions to that effect,’and in all other respects we shall conform strictly to the 
instructions contained in your Despatch. 


ce 
ce 


“ 


I have, &c. 
(Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Governor, 
&e. &c. &c, 


No. 14. 


Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Doveias to the Right Hon. Sir &. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 43.) 
Victoria, Vancouver's Island, October 11, 1858, 
Sir, (Received Noy. 29th, 1858.) 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 6*, of the 
31st of July last, communicating the views which you entertain upon various topics of 
importance bearing upon the present situation of affairs and the establishment of a 
regular Government in British Columbia. : 

2. Though I regret that the pressure of public business, the want of efficient aid, and 
irregular mail facilities, have prevented me from communicating so fully with you as the 
position of affairs required, it is very gratifying to my feelings to discover, from the 
communication of those views in your Despatch, that the measures which have been 
adopted with the view of raising a revenue for defraying the expenses of Government in 
that country coincide so closely as they do with those recommended in your Despatch. 

3. In consequence of the unexpected force of the immigration from the United States, 
and the pressure of the masses, we were compelled in the emergency, by a stern neces- 
sity, either to take the initiative, and to give a direction to the masses, or to submit to 
their dictation as to the measures which a Government had to pursue. 
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Brivis 4, For that'reason I had to act in many cases'without delay, and without distinct 
‘COLUMBIA. Jeoal authority, except that discretionary. power derived from my Commission as 
Governor of Vancouver’s Island, which I believe applies to all cases affecting the public 
interests not provided for in Her Majesty’s Instructions. | 

5. In asserting the dominion of the Crown over the Gold Region, and the rights of 
the Crown over the precious metals, I felt that. I was acting clearly according to consti- 
tutional law and usage ; but I did not feel equally certain about the expediency or the 
power of enforcing those rights, by levying the licence duty on miners, in a remote and 
almost inaccessible country. ; 

6. Being in urgent want of money to meet the unavoidably increasing expenditure of 
Government, consequent on the influx of people, I conceived it would be only proper 
to make them bear the cost of that expenditure, and that circumstance suggested the 
idea of levying a month’s licence in advance on every person entering Fraser’s River, 
with the condition, however, that the certificate of such payment would be received in 
compensation of the first month’s mining on the claim assigned to the party holding 
it in Fraser’s River ; a measure which was immediately carried into effect, with the satis- 
factory results of creating a fund to meet our immediate expenses, and securing the 
support of a large body of miners, who, having paid the Crown dues, insisted that any 
such person as had evaded that payment should either comply with the Government 
regulation, or relinquish their mining claims, thus Jending a prodigious moral power to 
the Government while enforcing the mining duty. 7 | 

7. Ihave, however, from the first doubted the>expediency of levying the duty on 
mining licences, which will always be an unpopular tax, besides being arduous and 
expensive to levy in a country so extensive and difficult of access as Fraser's River. I 
therefore much prefer to that tax the adoption of the views entertained in your Despatch, 
as a means of raising a revenue; that is, levying moderate duties on beer, wine and 
spirits, and other articles subject to taxation, this being in fact continuing the import 
duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem, at present levied on all goods imported into British 
Columbia. . 

8. The disposal of public lands and also of town lots, as suggested in your Despatch, 
will, I think, prove a prolific source of revenue, besides having the effect of opening 
the country for permanent settlement. In my late excursion to Fraser’s River, of which 
I will soon forward an account, the most urgent appeals were made to me by intending 
settlers, on the prospect of approaching winter, for the purchase of town lots at Fort 
Yale and Fort Hope; but having no legal authority to make sales of land, or to grant 
sufficient titles, I could only meet their wishes by giving leases of the desired lots, at a 
monthly rent of 41 shillings, to be continued, with a pre-emption right to the holder, 
until the land is finally sold. 

9. Since the arrival of your Despatch, I have sent Mr. Pemberton, the Surveyor- 
General, to lay out three several town sites on. Fraser’s River, namely, at 

Old Fort Langley, 

Fort Hope, 

Fort Yale; 
there bemg a demand at each of those places for town lots, in consequence of their 
position at important trading points of the River, which gives them a peculiar value in 
the estimation of the public. m 

10. The Surveyor has advertised a public sale at this place of town lots 64 x 120 
feet, in extent at old Fort Langley, for the 20th of this month, October, the upset 
price to be 100 dollars for each lot of that size, and not to be sold for less than the 
upset price. Though this is not a propitious time for the disposal of town lots, it 
is expected that the Government will realize a considerable sum from that sale. 

11. We also look forward to raising a considerable sum through the duty on 
licensed ale and beer houses, and also on trading licences, should it be considered 
judicious to continue such taxes. 

12. Iam anxious to save the present mail, and will therefore leave the subject 
of revenue until I can prepare a digested report on the subject, and have an opportunity 
of ascertaining, as you again have suggested, the sense of the immigrants upon so 
important a matter. | 

13. I will not fail to keep steadily in view the fact, that the Imperial Parliament 
will expect that British Columbia shall be self-supporting as soon as possible, and 
that it is the desire of the Mother Country that Representative Institutions and self- 
government should prevail in that Colony, as soon as the material for those institutions 
are shown to exist, and to that object we shall, as you recommend, aim and shape all 
our policy. 
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14. I observe also your intention of despatching a party of Royal Engineers for 
British Columbia, and the particular objects for which that force is to be despatched. 
The manner in which it is the wish of Her Majesty’s Government that force should 
be employed, and the Government of British Columbia be carried on, are important 
subjects, to which I will give all the consideration which their vast importance 
requires. 

15. I also observe your intention of sending out an experienced Inspector of Police, 
to assist in the formation of a police force, and I am convinced that he will be of great 
service to the Government, though we have already organized a force of that description, 
and also sworn in a number of special police, consisting of the inhabitants of Fort 
Yale, to be employed on emergencies in keeping the peace. 

16. I shall not fail to give the fullest scope to your humane consideration for the 
improvement of the native Indian tribes, and shall take care that all their civil and 
agrarian rights be protected. I have in fact already taken measures, as far as possible. 
to prevent collisions between those tribes and the whites, and have impressed upon 
the miners the great fact that the law will protect the Indian equally with the white 
man, and regard him in all respects as a fellow subject. That principle being admitted 
will go far towards the well-being of the Indian tribes, and securing the peace of the 
country. 

17. I shall also by every means in my power endeavour to secure the confidence of 
the inhabitants of British Columbia, and to attach them by the ties of interest to the 
existing Government. 

18. I regret that time does not permit me to report to you more fully on this occasion, 
as the mail steamer has just arrived from Puget’s Sound, and will leave at an early hour 
to-morrow ; but Her Majesty’s Government may rest assured that the Instructions I 
have received will be fully carried into effect, and that all our measures will be framed 
upon those Instructions. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Governor. 

&e. &e. &ce. 
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Despatches from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Baitistt 
7 CoLuMBIA, 
No. 1. web 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dove.as. 
(Confidential. ) 
Sir, Downing Street, July 1, 1858. 


In transmitting you the copy of a letter addressed to this Department by order 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, to inform me of the steps they propose 
to take in consequence of the gold discoveries on Fraser’s River, I wish to add, for your 
particular information, that I have ascertained, by communication with the Admiralty, 
that the officers commanding Her Majesty’s Vessels at Vancouver's Island will be directed 
to give you all the support in their power, and to render their crews, and more especially 
the Marines, serviceable, as far as circumstances will allow, if the Civil Government 
should require a force to maintain order among the adventurers resorting to the Gold 
Fields. But it will be necessary to be very cautious in employing them, on account 
of the obvious danger of desertion. 

Her Majesty’s Government, feeling the difficulties and the critical nature of your 
present circumstances, have not hesitated to place these considerable powers in your 
hands; but they rely upon your forbearance, judgment, and conciliation to avoid all 
resort to military or naval force which may lead to conflict and loss of life, except under 
the pressure of extreme necessity. Still less need I impress upon you the importance of 
avoiding any act which directly or indirectly might be construed into an application of 
Imperial resources to the cbjects of the Hudson’s Bay Company, in whose service you 
have so long been engaged. Even the suspicion of this, however unfounded, would be 
eminently prejudicial to the establishment of Civil Government in the country lying near 
the Fraser’s River, and would multiply existing difficulties and dangers. All claims and 
interests must be subordinated to that policy which is to be found in the peopling and 
opening up of the new country, with the itention of consolidating it as an integral 
and important part of the British Empire. 

It is possible that by personal influence and conciliatory communications with such 
of the leading men amongst the American immigrants as appear to be of good intention 
or respectable bearing, you might induce them to co-operate with you in preserving 
order amongst their countrymen, and to lay aside any feeling of prejudice or mistrust 
with which they may have entered the territory. 


Enclosure. 





I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, (Signed) eo Bis ¥. L LON, 
ee occ. 


Enclosure in No. 1. 


Sir, Admiralty, June 28, 1858. 

T HAVE received, and laid hefore my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, your letter of the 
26th instant, with its enclosure, from the Governor of Vancouver's Island, relative to a steam vessel 
being stationed for the present at that island, to protect British interests, in consequence of the 
number of persons resorting to the recently-discovered Gold Fields in Her Majesty’s Dominions in 
North-western America in the neighbourhood of Fraser’s River. 

My Lords desire me to state, for the information of Secretary Sir E. Bulwer Lytton, that orders 
will be sent to Rear-Admiral Baynes, the Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty’s ships on the Pacific 
Station, either himself to proceed to Vancouver’s Island, or to select some senior officer to send 
thither, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the naval force already stationed there is sufficient 
for the support of the civil authority and the protection of British interests; and should the force 
not be considered sufficient, the Rear-Admiral will be instructed to send such addition as he may 
deem to be necessary. 


Enclosure in 
No. |. 


I am, &e. 
Herman Merivale, Esq., (Signed) H. Corry. 
&e. &e, 
Colonial Office. 
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INO. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dovetas. 
(No. 4.) i 
Sir, Downing Street, July 16, 1858. 


I Have to acknowledge your Despatch, No. 23. of the 19th May last,* enclosing 
a Proclamation which you had issued on the subject of boats and vessels entering 
Fraser's River for trade, and reporting further on the state of the Couteau Gold 
Diggings. 

The accounts which have reached Her Majesty’s Government from other quarters 
as well as your own afford abundant evidence of the critical nature of the circum- 
stances in which you are placed. They have much satisfaction in reflecting that the 
maintenance of public order and of the rights of the Crown in that quarter is placed in 
the hands of an officer so vigilant, and so well acquainted with the country and the 
people as yourself; and you may rely on their support in the performance of this 
arduous duty, under the very peculiar difficulties of your position. 

They are now engaged in conducting through Parliament a measure for the purpose - 
of giving the sanction of law to the steps which the Crown will be advised to take 
for the establishment of regular government, and protection both of the immigrants and 
the natives, as far as practicable; and they are also devising the means for affording 
you the support of a military force, as soon as this can be effected. 

In the meantime I must lay down a few rules for your guidance in the administration 
of the authority which has thus devolved on you. 

In strict law, your Commission extends to Vancouver's Isiand only; but you are 
authorized, under the necessity of the case, to take such measures, not inconsistent 
with the general rights of British subjects and others within Her Majesty’s Dominions, 
as that necessity may justify. 

I approve, therefore, of your having detached an officer of the Customs from Van- 
couver’s Island (if the intention announced in your Despatch was carried into execution), 
for the purpose of preventing the landing in Fraser’s River of articles prohibited 
under the Customs’ laws to which you refer. 

Subject to this restriction, Her Majesty’s Government wish no obstacle to be inter- 
posed to the disembarkation of passengers and goods at the mouth of Fraser’s River 
by foreign vessels. 

But it is necessary to maintain the principle, that the navigation of Fraser's River 
itself above the mouth is open in law to British vessels only. American or other 
foreign vessels, therefore, if admitted to navigate that River (to which it is the desire 
of Her Majesty’s Government that no unnecessary obstacles should be interposed), 
should be required to take a licence from yourself or such officer as you may delegate 
for the purpose. 

But I must distinctly warn you against using the powers hereby intrusted to you 
in maintenance of the interests of the Hudson’s Bay Company in the territory. 

The Company is entitled, under its existing licence, to the exclusive trade with the 
Indians, and possesses no other right or privilege whatever. | 

It is, therefore, contrary to law, and equally contrary to the distinct instructions 
which I have to convey to you, to exclude any class of persons from the territory, 
or to prevent any importation of goods into it, on the ground of apprehended inter- 
ference with this monopoly,—still more to make any Governmental regulations sub- 
servient to the Revenues or interests of the Company. 

I am compelled, therefore, to disapprove, and to disallow if still in force, the Procla- 
mation of which your Despatch transmitted a copy. To fit out boats and vessels 
to enter Fraser's River for trade is no “ infringement of the rights of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company,’ as that Proclamation terms it. Such infringement only commences when 
any trading with the Indians is attempted; and no steps can rightfully be taken to 
put a stop to legal acts of this description, on the ground that they may be intended 
for ulterior purposes, infringing on private rights. For the same reason, to require 
a “licence from the Hudson’s Bay Company” of persons landing in the territory is 
altogether unjustifiable. 

I am obliged, for the same reason, to disapprove of the terms which you have proposed 
to the Pacific Mail Company. ‘They ought not to be put under terms to “carry the 
Company's goods, and no other;” nor ought they to be prevented from carrying 


persons not furnished with a gold miner's licence. Such licence can properly be required 


of intending diggers on the ground, but not of persons merely seeking to land on 


PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 43 


the territory. Still less have the Hudson’s Bay Company any right whatever to 


exact from passengers any fee or head money, by way, as you term it, of “ com- 
pensation.” , 

Should, therefore, the Pacific Mail Company have assented to these terms, I must 
nevertheless require their being altered according to the tenor of these instructions 
for the future. 

Tam fully aware that before this Despatch can reach you the state of things may 
have materially altered, and that some of these directions may have become inappli- 
cable. Even in that case, however, they will serve as an indication of the general] 
policy which it is the intention of Her Majesty’s Government to pursue, and their 
wish that you should execute, in this emergency. I hope by the next mail to be able 
to add to these directions. 


I have, &c. 





Governor Douglas, (Signed) K. B. LYTTON. 
&e. &e. 
No. 3. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
(Confidential. ) Dovetas. 
Sir, Downing Street, July 16, 1858. 


My public Despatch of this date will have shown you the high value which 
Her Majesty's Government attach to your services, and at the same time will guard 
you against some of the errors into which you may be led by your position as an 
Agent of the Hudson’s Bay Company, while at the same time an officer of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

I wish to inform you, confidentially, in addition, that a Bill is in progress through 
Parliament to get rid of certain legal obstacles which interpose to prevent the Crown 
from constituting a Government suited to the exigencies of so peculiar a case, over 
the territory now resorted to, according to report, by the multitudes whom the gold 
diggings on Fraser’s River have attracted. 

It is proposed to appoint a Governor, with a salary of at least 1,000/. per annum, 
to be paid for the present out of a Parliamentary vote. And it is the desire of Her 
Majesty's Government to appoint you at once to that office, on the usual terms of 
a Governor’s appointment; namely, for six years at least, your administration of 
that office continuing to merit the approval of Her Majesty's Government; this 
Government to be held, for the present, in conjunction with your separate Commission 
as Governor of Vancouver's Island. 

With regard to the latter, I am not at this moment able to specify the terms as to 
salary on which it may ultimately be held, but your just interests would, of course, not be 
overlooked. 

The legal connexion of the Hudson’s Bay Company with Vancouver’s Island will 
shortly be severed by the resumption by the Crown of the grant of the soil. And their 
legal rights on the continent opposite terminates in May next, at all events, by the expiry 
of Her licence, if Her Majesty should not be advised to terminate it sooner on the 
establishment of the new Colony. 

It is absolutely necessary, in their view, that the administration of the Government, 
both of Vancouyer’s Island and of the main land opposite, should be intrusted to an 
officer or officers entirely unconnected with the Company. 

I wish, therefore, for your distinct statement, as early as you can afford it, whether 
you are willing, on receiving the appointment which is thus offered you, to give up, 
within as short a time as may be practicable, all connexion which you may have with 
that Company, either as its servant, or a shareholder, or in any other capacity. 

I make this proposal without discussing at present the nature and extent of your 
actual connexions with that Company, but with the acquiescence of the Governor of the 
company, who has seen this Despatch. 

In the meantime, and awaiting your answer, it is my present intention (liable 
only to be altered by what may transpire in future advices from yourself) to 
issue a Commission to you. as Governor; but you will fully understand that unless 
you are prepared to assure me that all connexion between yourself and the Company 
is terminated, or in course of speedy termination, you will be relieved by the appointment 
of a successor. 
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I make this proposal briefly, and without unnecessary preface, being fully assured 
that you will understand, on the one hand, that Her Majesty’s Government are very 
anxious to secure your services, if practicable, but, on the other, that it is quite impossible 
that you should continue to serve at once the Crown and the Company, when their 
respective rights and interests may possibly diverge, and when at all events public 


opinion will not allow of such a connexion. 
I have, &c. 


Governor Douglas, (Signed) Ek. B. LYTTON. 
&e. &c. 
No. 4. 
Copy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Douaias. 
(No. 5.) 
Sir, Downing Street, July 30, 1858. 


I nave to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government propose sending to British 
Columbia, by the earliest opportunity, an officer of Royal Engineers (probably a Field 
Officer with two or three subalterns), and a company of Sappers and Miners, made up to 
150 men, non-commissioned officers and men. 

I must trust to you to make such arrangements in the Colony for the reception of this 
party as you may deem necessary and suitable. 
I shall provide the officer in command with general instructions for his guidance, of 


which you shall have a copy. 
I have, &c. 


Governor Douglas, (Signed ) E. B. LYTTON. 
<c. &c. 
Now: 
Copy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dovatas. 
( Confidential. ) 
Sir, Downing Street, July 31, 1858. 


As it is a matter of considerable importance, both to Her Majesty’s Government 
and yourself, that there should be a perfect understanding as to the terms on which, if 
you should so decide, you would assume office under Imperial authority ; 

I think it right to state, as it was omitted on the last occasion, that besides relinquish- 
ing, directly or indirectly, all connexion with the Hudson’s Bay Company, it will be 
indispensable to apply that condition equally to any interest you may possess in the 
Puget Sound Company. 

It is most probable that you have understood the offer contained in my Confidential 
Despatch of the 16th instant in that sense; but I think it better now to guard against 
any possible misconception on the subject by this additional explanation. 

It is due to you to add, that if, after reflection, you should entertain the persuasion that 
it will either not conduce to the public interests or your own to exchange your present 
position for that of Governor of British Columbia, the ability you have displayed whilst 
holding the office of Governor of Vancouver's Island will not escape the recollection of 
Her Majesty’s Government, should it be your wish, on the expiration of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company’s licence next year, to enter into the service of the Crown in the Colonies. 





I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, (Signed ) i. B. LYTTON. 
&c. &c. 

No. 6. 

Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrvon, Bart., to Governor 
Douatas, 

(No. 6.) 
SIR, Downing Street, July 31, 1858. 


Tuovcu I expect shortly to have the honour of transmitting to you an Act passed 
by the Imperial Parliament, authorizing the establishment of a regular Government in the 
territorv west of the Rocky Mountains, I will not lose the opportunity of this mail to 
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communicate to you the views which I entertain, for I am scarcely in a condition to Brrrrsi 
furnish you with positive instructions upon certain topics of importance which bear upon Corvxeta. 
your present situation. 7 

1. I need hardly observe, that British Columbia, for by that name the Queen has been 
graciously pleased that the country should be known, stands on a very different footing 
from many of our early Colonial Settlements. ‘They possessed the chief elements of 
success in lands, which afforded safe though not very immediate sources of prosperity. 
This territory combines, in a remarkable degree, the advantage of fertile Jands, fine timber, 
adjacent harbours, rivers, together with rich mineral products. These last, which have 
led to the large immigration of which all accounts speak, furnish the Government with 
the means of raising a Revenue which will at once defray the necessary expenses of an 
establishment. 

I am aware that in Queen Charlotte Island, where gold was discovered a few years 
ago, licence fees were contemplated; but the small quantity of gold which was worked 
there has not afforded any settled or fixed data as to the results of that experiment. 

My own views lead me to think that moderate duties on beer, wine, spirits, and other 
articles usually subject to taxation, would be preferable to the imposition of licences ; 
and I confidently expect that from these sources a large and an immediate revenue may 
be derived. 

The disposal also of public lands, and especially of town lots, for which I am led to 
believe there will be a great demand, will afford a rapid means of obtaining funds appli- 
cable to the general purposes of the Colony. You will, probably, at an early period take 
steps for deciding upon a site for a seaport town. But the question of how a Revenue 
ean best be raised in this new country depends so much on local circumstances, upon 
which you possess such superior means of forming a judgment to myself, that I neces- 
sarily, but at the same time willingly, leave the decision upon it to you, with the remark 
that it will be prudent on your part, and expedient, to ascertain the general sense of the 
immigrants upon a matter of so much importance. Before I leave this part of the 
subject, I must state, that whilst the Imperial Parliament will cheerfully lend its assistance 
in the early establishment of this new Colony, it will expect that the Colony shall be self- 
supporting as soon as possible. You will keep steadily in view that it is the desire of 
this country that Representative Institutions and self-government should prevail in British 
Columbia, when, by the growth of a fixed population, materials for those Institutions 
shall be known to exist; and that to that object you must, from the commencement, aim 
and shape all your policy. 

2. I have informed you in my Despatch of 30th instant, that a party of Royal 
Engineers will be despatched to the Colony immediately. It will devolve upon them to 
survey those parts of the country which may be considered most suitable for settlement, 
to mark out allotments of land for public purposes, to suggest a site for the seat of 
Government, to point out where roads should be made, and to render you such assistance 
as may be in their power, on the distinct understanding, however, that this force is to be 
maintained at the Imperial cost for only a limited period, and that, if required afterwards, 
the Colony will have to defray the expense thereof. I have to add, that I am of opinion 
that it will be reasonable and proper that the expense of the survey of all allotments of 
land to private individuals should be included in the price which the purchaser will have 
to pay for his property. I shall endeavour to secure, if possible, the services of an 
officer in command of the Engineers who will be capable of reporting on the value of the 
mineral resources. ‘This force is sent for scientific and practical purposes, and not solely 
for military objects. As little display as possible should, therefore, be made of it. Its mere 
appearance, if prominently obtruded, might serve to irritate, rather than appease, the mixed 
population which will be collected in British Columbia. It should be remembered that 
your real strength lies in the conviction of the emigrants that their interests are identical 
with those of the Government, which should be carried on in harmony with and by means 
of the people of the country. As connected with this subject, it may be convenient to 
you to know that I contemplate sending out an experienced Inspector of Police to assist 
in the formation of a Police force. You should consequently lose no time in considering 
how that force can be organized. It must be derived from the people on the spot, who 
will understand that for their preservation from internal disturbances they must rely 
solely on themselves, and not on the military. I cannot permit myself to doubt, that in 
a matter so essential to the common security of all you will meet with the ready con- 
currence of the community, and that you will act for their interests in a manner which 
shall be popular, and conformable with their general sentiments. 

3. I have to enjoin upon you to consider the best and most humane means of dealing 
with the Native Indians. The feelings of this country would be strongly opposed to the 
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adoption of any arbitrary or oppressive measures towards them. At this distance, and with 
the imperfect means of knowledge which I possess, I am reluctant to offer, as yet, any 
suggestion as to the prevention of affrays between the Indians and the immigrants. This 
question is of so local a character that it must be solved by your knowledge and expe- 
rience, and I commit it to you, in the full persuasion that you will pay every regard to 
the interests of the Natives which an enlightened humanity can suggest. Let me not 
omit to observe, that it should be an invariable condition, in all bargains or treaties with 
the Natives for the cession of lands possessed by them, that subsistence should be supplied 
to them in some other shape, and above all, that it is the earnest desire of Her Majesty’s 
Government that your early attention should be given to the best means of diffusing 
the blessings of the Christian Religion and of Civilization among the Natives. 

4, In conclusion, I wish to impress upon you the necessity of seeking, by all legitimate 
means, to secure the confidence and good-will of the immigrants, and to exhibit no 
jealousy whatever of Americans or other foreigners who may enter the country. You 
will remember that this Colony is destined for free institutions at the earliest moment. 
In the meanwhile 1¢ will be advisable for you to ascertain what Americans resorting to 
the diggings enjoy the most influence or popular esteem, and you should open with them 
a frank and friendly communication as to the best means of preserving order, and securing 
the interests and peace of the Colony. It may be deserving your consideration whether 
there may not be found already amongst the immigrants, both British and foreign, some 
persons whom you could immediately form into a Council of Advice ; men, whom, if an 
Elective Council were ultimately established in the Colony, the immigrants themselves 
would be likely to elect, and who might be able to render you valuable assistance until 
the machinery of Government were perfected, and you were in possession of the instruc- 
tions which the Queen shall be pleased to issue for your guidance. 

5. I shall hope to receive at an early period your views on these and ether topics of 
importance which are likely to present themselves for your decision in the difficult 
circumstances in which you are placed, and I request you to be assured, on the part of 
Her Majesty’s Government, that I shall be most ready to afford you every assistance in 
my power. 


. I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, (Signed) E. B. LYTTON. 
«ec. Ci, 
No. 7. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dovatas. 
(No. 7.) 
Sir, Downing Street, August 14, 1858. 


I Have to transmit to you, for information and guidance, copy of an Act* which 
has received Her Majesty’s assent, entitled ‘““ An Act to provide for the Government of 
British Columbia.” ; 

There has not been as yet time to furnish you by this mail with the necessary Order 
in Council, Commission and Instructions to yourself as Governor, which are necessary in 
order to complete your legal powers. 

You will continue nevertheless to act during the brief interval before their arrival as 
you have hitherto done, as the authorized representative of Her Majesty’s Government 
in the territory of British Columbia, and take without hesitation such steps as you may 
deem absolutely necessary for the government of the territory, and as are not repugnant 
to the principles of British law; but you will do so in conformity with the directions 
which I transmit to you on several subjects by my Despatches of even date herewith, and 
in such others as you may receive from me. 


T have, &c. 


Governor Douglas, (Signed) E: B. DYPLON: 
&e. &e. 
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No. 8. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dovatas. 


(No. 8.) 


Sir, Downing Street, August 14, 1858. 
1. I nave to acknowledge the very important series of Despatches of which the 
numbers and dates are specified in the margin, showing the manner in which you have 
continued to administer the Government of the territory in which the recent discoveries 
of gold have taken place, and detailing the extraordinary course of events in that 
quarter. 

2. Her Majesty’s Government feel that the difficulties of your position are such as 
courage, judgment, and familiarity with the resources of the country and character of the 
people can alone overcome. ‘They feel also that minute directions conveyed from this 
distance, and founded on an imperfect knowledge, are very liable to error and misunder- 
standing. On some points, however, you have yourself asked for approval and Instruc- 
tions ; on others it is absolutely necessary that the views of Her Majesty’s Government 
should be made clear to you. 

3. As to the steps which you have already taken, I approve of the appointments 
which you have made and reported, of Revenue officers, Mr. Hicks and Mr. Travaillot, 
of Mr. Perrier as Justice of the Peace, and of Mr. Young as Gold Commissioner. I 
approve also, as a temporary measure, of the steps which you have taken in regard to 
the surveying department ; but I have it in contemplation to send to the Colony a head 
of that Department from England. 

4. I propose selecting in this country some person for the office of Collector of 
Customs; and shall send you also, at the earliest moment, an officer authorized to act as 
Judge, and who, I trust, as the Colony increases in importance, may be found competent 
to fill with credit and weight the situation of Chief Justice. I await your intimations as 
to the wants and means of the Colony, in this sudden rise of social institutions in a 
country hitherto so wild, in order to select such law advisers as you may deem the 
condition and progress of immigration more immediately require. And it is my wish 
that all legal authorities connected with the Government should be sent from home, and 
thus freed from every suspicion of local partialities, prejudices, and interests. 

5. I highly approve of the steps which you have taken, as reported by yourself, with 
regard to the Indians. It is in the execution of this very delicate and important portion 
of your duties that Her Majesty’s Government especially rely on your knowledge and 
experience, obtained in your long service under the Hudson’s Bay Company. You may 
in turn rely on their support in the execution of such reasonable measures as you may 
devise for the protection of the Natives, the regulation of their intercourse with the whites, 
and, whenever such a work may be commenced, their civilization. In what way the fur 
trade with the Indians may be henceforth carried on with the most safety, and with due 
care to save them from the demoralizing bribes of ardent spirits, I desire to know your 
views before you make any fixed regulations. No regulations giving the slightest pre- 
ference to the Hudson’s Bay Company will be in future admissible; but possibly, with 
the assent of the whole community, licences for Indian trade, impartially given to all who 
would embark in it, might be a prudent and not unpopular precaution. 

6. I approve of the measures which you have taken for raising a Revenue by Customs, 
and authorize their continuance. 

7. l approve also of your continuing to levy licence fees for mining purposes, request- 
ing you, however, to adapt the scale of these fees to the general acquiescence of adven- 
turers, and leaving it to your judgment to change this mode of taxation (as, for 
instance, into an export duty), if it shall appear, on experience, to be unadvisable to 
continue it. But on this head I must give you certain cautions. In the first place, no 
distinction must be made between foreigners and British subjects as to the amount per 
head of the licence fee required (nor am I aware that you have proposed to do so). In 
the second place, it must be made perfectly clear to every one that this licence fee is 
levied, not in regard to any supposed rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company, but simply 
in virtue of the Prerogative of the Crown (now confirmed by the Act of Parliament trans- 
mitted to you, if this was necessary, ) to raise such revenue as it thinks proper, in return 
for the permission to derive profits from the minerals on Crown lands. 

8. Farther, with regard to these supposed rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
I must refer you, in even stronger terms, to the cautions already conveyed to you 
by my former Despatches. The ce 5 s Bay Company have hitherto had an exclu- 
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sive right to trade with Indians in the I'raser’s River territory, but they have had 
no other right whatever. They haye had no right to exclude strangers. They 
have had no rights of Government, or of occupation of the soil. They have had no 
right to prevent or interfere with any kind of trading, except with Indians alone. 

. ‘J . A ef . But to render all misconceptions 
impossible, Her Majesty’s Government have determined on revoking the Companys 
licence (which would itself have expired in next May) as regards British Columbia, 
being fully authorized to do so by the terms of the licence itself, whenever a new 
Colony is constituted. 

The Company’s private property will be protected, in common with that of all 
Her Majesty’s subjects; but they have no claim whatever for compensation for the 
loss of their exclusive trade, which they only possessed subject to this right of 
reyocation. The instrument formally revoking the licence will shortly be forwarded to 
you. 

9. With regard to the Revenue received from licences and Customs, you will hold it for 
the present to be expended on the necessary expenses of the Colony. 

10. The immense resources which the information that reaches England every day, 
and is confirmed with such authority by your last Despatch, assure me the Colony 
possesses, and the facility for immediate use of those resources for the purpose of 
Revenue, will at once free the Mother Country from those expenses which are adverse 
to the policy of all heathful colonization. . . : _ is 
You will bear the principle I have thus laid down perpetually in mind, so as to appor: 
tion the Expenditure to the Revenue, and not to allow the former to exceed the 
latter. 

11. The most important objects to which the local revenue can be applied would 
seem to be, police, public works to facilitate landing and travelling, payment of the 
absolutely necessary officers, and above all surveying. But your own local judgment 
must mainly decide. You will render accurate accounts to me both of receipts and 
expenditure, and you will probably find it necessary shortly to appoint a Treasurer, 
which will be a provisional appointinent. 

You are authorized, if you think proper, to give for the present Government receipts 
in lieu of deposits of gold. 

As to this point I wish to have a more definite account of the nature of your proposal. 

12. You are fully authorized to take such measures as you can for the transmission 
of letters and levying postage. 

13. It appears by your Despatch that the staff of Surveyors you have engaged are 
at present employed on Vancouver's Island, the soil of which is as yet held under the 
expiring licence of the Hudson’s Bay Company; but it is British Columbia which now 
demands, and indeed may almost absorb, the immediate cares of its Governor, and 
your Surveyor may at once prepare the way for the arrival of the Surveyor-General 
appointed from hence, and of the Sappers and Miners who will be under his orders. 

14. I now come to the important subject of future Government. It is possible 
(although on this point I am singularly without information) that the operations of the 
gold diggers will be to a considerable extent suspended during the winter, and that you 
will, therefore, have some amount of leisure to consider the permanent prospects of the 
Colony, and the best mode of administering its affairs. 

You will be empowered both to govern and to legislate of your own authority ; but 
you will distinctly understand that this is as a temporary measure only. It is the 
anxious wish of Her Majesty’s Government. that popular institutions, without which 
they are convinced peace and order cannot long prevail, should be established with as 
little delay as practicable; and until an Assembly can be organized (which may be 
whenever a permanent population, however small, is established on the soil,) I think, 
as I have already stated in a former Despatch, that your best course will probably be to 
form some kind of temporary Council, calling in this manner to your aid such persons 
as the miners themselves may place confidence in. 

15. You will receive additional directions along with your Commission, when forwarded: 
to you; and I have embodied in a separate Despatch those regarding the very important 
question of the disposal of land. } 

16. Aware of the immediate demand, on your time and thoughts connected with the 
pressing question of the immigration to the gold mines, I do not wish to add unneces- 
sarily to the burden of duties so onerous; but as yet our Department has been left 
singularly in ignorance of much that should enter into considerations of general policy, 
and on which non-official opinions are constantly volunteered. Probably, amongst the 
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persons you are now employing, and in whose knowledge and exactitude you can confide, 
you might find some one capable of assisting, under your superintendence, in furnishing 
me, as early as possible, with a report of the general capacities of the harbours of 
Vancouver, —of their advantages and defects,—of the mouth of the Fraser’s River, as the 
site of the entry into British Columbia, apart from the island,—of the probabilities of a 
coal, superior for steam purposes to that of the island, which may be found in the 
mainland of British Columbia, and such other information as may guide the British 
Government to the best and readiest means of developing the various and the differing 
resources both of the island and the mainland; resources which have so strangely been 
concealed for ages, which are now so suddenly brought to light, and which may be 
destined to effect, at no very distant period, a marked and permanent change in the 
commerce and navigation of the known world. 

The officers now engaged in the maritime survey will, probably, render great assistance 
to yourself and to Her Majesty’s Government in this particular. 

17. I will only conclude with the general caution, that inasmuch as your legal powers 
are as yet incomplete, it will be well that you should therein confine yourself as much 
as possible to the mere issue of regulations absolutely required, and not seek to carry 
into effect the Crown’s general power of legislation, until fully authorized thereto. 


I have, &c. 





Governor Douglas, (Signed) | yeh: as Wa ad bid 
&e. &e. 
No. 9. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dove.as. 
(No. 9.) ' 
SIR, Downing Street, August 14, 1858. 


FREQUENT inquiries are addressed to this Office on the subject of the disposal of 
land in British Columbia to companies or private individuals in this country. In con- 
sequence of the ignorance in which, from the peculiar circumstances of the case, I am 
placed as to your views on a subject of such great importance to the future welfare of 
this new Colony, I have forborne answering these inquiries, or encouraging expectations 
which might not be realized. It is therefore very necessary that you should, at your 
earliest convenience, communicate to me the impressions which you entertain on this 
subject, accompanied by all the information which you can collect. 

In the meantime you will take the following Provisional Rules to guide you :— 

1. With regard to the very important subject of tke disposal of land, you are autho- 
rized to sell land merely wanted for agricultural purposes (whenever a demand for it 
shall arise) at such upset price as you may think advisable. 1 believe that a relatively 
high upset price has many advantages ; but your course must, in some degree, be guided 
by the price at which such land is selling in neighbouring American territories. But 
with regard to land wanted for town purposes (to which speculation is almost certain to 
direct itself in the first instance), I cannot caution you too strongly against allowing it 
to be disposed of at too low a sum. An upset price of at least 1/. per acre is in my 
opinion absolutely required, in order that the local Government may in some degree par- 
ticipate in the profit of the probable sales, and that mere land jobbing may be in some 
degree checked. Whenever a free Legislature is assembled, it will be one of its duties to 
make further provision on this head. 

2. To open land for settlement gradually; not to sell beyond the limits of what 
is either surveyed or ready for immediate survey, and to prevent, as far as in you lies, 
squatting on unsold land. Mineral lands will require a special care and forethought, 
and I request your views thereon. 

3. To keep a separate account of all Revenue to be derived from the sale of land, 
applying it to the purposes for the present of survey and communication, which, indeed 
should be the first charge on the Land Revenue; and you will of course remember 
that this will include the expense of the survey party (viz. Sappers and Miners) now 
sent out. I shall be anxious to receive such accounts at the earliest period at which 
they can be furnished, 

4. Foreigners, as such, are not entitled to grants of waste land of the Crown in 
British Colonies. But it is the strong desire of Her Majesty’s Government to’ attract 
to this territory all peaceful settlers, without regard to nation. Naturalization should, 


BRITISH 
COLUMBIA. 


oe 


Britisu 
COLUMBIA. 





No. 10. 


No. 11. 


*Commission, 
dated 2d Sep- 
tember 1858, 
vide page 3. 

tInstructions 
dated 2d Sep- 
tember 1858, 
vide page 5. 


No. 12. 


Order inCouncil, 
dated 2d Sep- 
tember 1858, 
vide page 8. 


50 PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


therefore, be granted to all who desire it, and are not disqualified by special causes ; 
and with naturalization the right of acquirmg Crown land should follow. 

5. You will pardon me if I enjoin on you, as imperative, the most diligent care 
that in the sales of land there should not be the slightest cause to impute a desire 
to show favour to the servants of the Hudson’s Bay Company. Parliament will watch 
with jealousy every proceeding connected with such sales; and I shall rely upon you 
to take every precaution which, not only impartial probity, but deliberate prudence, 
can suggest, that there shall be no handle given for a charge, I will not say of 
favour, but of indifference or apathy to the various kinds of land jobbing, either to 
benefit favoured individuals or to cheat the Land Revenue, which are of so frequent 
occurrence at the outset of colonization, and which it is the duty of Her Majesty’s 


Government, so far as lies in them, to repress. 
I have, &c. 


Governor Douglas, (Signed ) KE. B. LYTTON. 
&e. &c. 
No. 10. 
Copy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Doua.as. 
(Separate. ) 
SIR, Downing Street, September 1, 1858. 


I nave the honour to introduce to you Captain Parsons, the bearer of this 
Despatch, who, in pursuance of the intention which [ have already communicated to 
you, has been directed to repair to British Columbia, accompanied by twenty non- 
commissioned officers and men of the Royal Engineers, 

I need scarcely observe to you that the object for which this officer and his party 
have been detached to British Columbia is for the exclusive service of that Colony. 
You will, therefore, afford him every assistance in your power for enabling him to 
commence immediately such operations in it as shall appear to him to be necessary, in 
anticipation of the arrival of his commanding officer, Colonel Moody, R.E., who will 
follow him with as much rapidity as is practicable. And I trust that if Captain Parsons 
should require the temporary occupation for his party of the trading posts up the 
country which belong to the Hudson’s Bay Company, you will take measures for 


affording him such accommodation. 
T have, &c. 





Governor Douglas, (Signed) KE. B. LYTTON. 
&e. &c. 
No. 11. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dovua.as. 
(No. 1.) ' 
SiR, Downing Street, September 2, 1858. 


I wave the honour to transmit to you herewith the Queen’s Commission* under 
the Great Seal, constituting and appointing you to be Governor and Commander-in-Chief 
in and over the Colony of British Columbia and its Dependencies, together with 
Instructions} under the Royal Sign Manual and Signet for your general guidance in the 
administration of the Goyernment of the Colony. 


I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, (Signed) E. B. LYTTON. 
&e. eC: 
No. 12. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., to Governor 
(No. 2.) Dove.as. 
Sir, Downing Street, September 2, 1858. 


I nave the honour to transmit herewith, for your information and guidance, the 
copy of an *Order made this day by Her Majesty in Council, by which you are 
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empowered (subject to the conditions therein mentioned) to make provision for the Brrrsm 
administration of justice, and to establish all such laws as may be necessary for the CoLumBra. 


peace, order, and good government of the Colony of British Columbia. 
I have, &c. 





Governor Douglas, ( Signed ) E. B. LYTTON 
&e. &e. 
No. 13. No. 13. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dovetas. 
(No. 3.) 
Sir, . Downing Street, September 2, 1858. 


Rererrine to my Despatch No. 8. (Vancouver's Island) of the 14th ultimo, I 
transmit to you, herewith, the Queen’s revocation*® of the Crown Grant of the 30th of May * Vide page 9. 
1838, to the Hudson’s Bay Company, in so far as the said Grant embraces or extends to 
the territories comprised within the Colony of British Columbia. 
I have, &c. 





Governor Douglas, (Signed ) Hebe bY DEON. 
&c. &c. . 
No. 14, No, 14. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrroy, Bart., to Governor 
Dovetas. 
(No. 5.) 
Sir, Downing Street, September 2, 1858. 


I rransmit, for your information, copies of a correspondence between this Depart- Enclosure 1. 
ment and the Board of Admiralty, on the subject of affording Naval assistance to British —— = 
Columbia. 








I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, (Signed) Bobb YUTON: 
&c. &c. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 14. Enclosure 1 in 
3 No, 14. 
Sir, Downing Street, August 11, 1858. 


I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton to acknowledge your letter of the 4th 
instant, transmitting copies of letters from the Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty’s Naval Forces 
in the Pacific, dated the 25th June, and from Governor Douglas, of the 12th May preceding, on the 
subject of affording Naval assistance to British Columbia. 

I am to request that you will inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that Sir Edward 
Lytton attaches the greatest importance to the presence of a naval force, with as many Marines as 
can be conveniently spared, off Fraser’s River, and that he hopes it may be in the power of their 


Lordships to meet his views in this respect. 
I am, &c. 


The Secretary to the Admiralty. (Signed) H. MERIVALE. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 14. Enclosure 2 in 


Yo, 14. 
Admiralty, August 16, 1858. . 
Wiru reference to your letter of the 11th instant, stating that the greatest importance is 
attached to the presence of a naval force, with as many Marines as can be spared, off F raser’s River, 
T am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to you herewith, for the 
information of Secretary Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, a copy of a letter which has been this day 
addressed to Rear-Admiral Baynes upon the subject. 


Sir, 


Tam, &e. 


Herman Merivale, Esq., (Signed) W. G. RoMAINeE. 


&e. &e., 
Colonial Office. 
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Sub-Enclosure to Enclosure 2 in No. 14. 


Sr, Admiralty, August 16, 1858. 

T am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to you herewith a 
copy of a letter, dated the 11th instant, from Her Majesty’s Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, stating that the greatest importance is attached to the presence of a naval force off Fraser’s 
River ; and with reference to former orders upon this subject, and to the observations in your letter 
of the 25th June, “that you cannot, without distressing other parts of your station, keep a greater 
“ force than the ‘ Satellite’ and ‘Plumper’ at Vancouver's Island,” my Lords desire me to inform 
you that the presence of a force, as referred to in the Colonial Office letter, herewith forwarded to you, 
is to be considered by you as a more pressing and important service than any other on your station of 
which they are cognizant. 

Having this day received letters from Captain Prevost respecting the recent discoveries of gold at 
Fraser’s River, British Columbia, dated the 17th June last, my Lords deem it important to repeat the 
expression of their opinion, that every possible assistance, which the means at your disposal will 
permit, should be given to support the authority of the Governor of the Hudson’s Bay territory, and 
to correct the irregularities which, if not checked, may lead to serious complications. 

Jam, &c. 
Rear-Admiral Baynes, C.B., (Signed) W. G. RoMAINE. 


Valparaiso. 





Enclosure 3 in No. 14. 


Sir, Downing Street, August 20, 1858. 

I am directed by Secretary Sir E. B. Lytton to acknowledge your two letters of the 16th of 
this month, the one transmitting copy of communication received from Captain Prevost of the 
“ Satellite,” the other, copy of the letter addressed by command of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to Rear-Admiral Baynes, on the subject of affording the necessary protection to the local 
Government in Vancouver's Island, and the region termed in your letter the Hudson’s Bay Territory, 
now the Government of British Columbia; and I have to express Sir E. B. Lytton’s sense of the value 
of the directions thus given by their Lordships in the present crisis, and of the importance of 
continuing the vigilance now directed towards that quarter. 





I am, &e. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty. (Signed) H. MERIvALe. 
NGS: 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dowaeuas. 
(No. 6.) 
SIR, Downing Street, September 2, 1858. 


I wave to acquaint you that directions were sent by the Overland Mail of the 
25th ultimo to Rear-Admiral Sir Michael Seymour, to despatch H.M.S. “ Tribune” to 
Vancouver's Island, with as many supernumerary Marines as she can carry and he can 
spare. 
ip he Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have further apprised me that the Admiral 
was instructed, in May last, to send H.M.S. “ Pylades” and “ Amethyst ” to the Pacific 
Station, as soon as their services in India and China might be no longer required, and 
that he has now been ordered to send the two ships in the first instance to Vancouver's 


Island. 





I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas. (Signed ) k. B. LYTTORs 
&e. &e. 
No. 16. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
. Dovetas. 
ayo. 7;) 
SIR, Downing Street, September 2, 1858. 


I rransmir for your information copies of a correspondence between this Department 
and the War Office, which will place you in possession of the measures which have been 
taken for sending to British Columbia a detachment of the Royal Engineers under the 
command of a field officer. 
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Colonel Moody has been appointed to this command, and has also been selected for 
the office of Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works in British Columbia ; and I transmit 
a copy of the instrvctions which have been addressed to Colonel Moody with reference 
to the discharge of his duties in that capacity, and specifying the amount of regimental 
pay and Colonial allowances to which he and the commissioned and non-commissioned 
officers and Sappeis of the detachment are entitled. 

I may further observe, that a ship has been chartered, and is in course of preparation 
for the conveyance of the larger portion of this detachment by the Horn; but as the 
passage will consume nearly four months, ard it is desirable that you should have the 
assistance and support of'a part of this body without delay, both to represent the military 
force of this country and to facilitate those surveying and engineering operations which 
it may be expedient to commence forthwith, [ have made arrangements for the despatch 
of 20 men and an officer by the steamer which leaves this couftry for Panama on the 
2d of next month. 

I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, (Signed) EeBolLy TITON: 
&e. &e, 


Enclosure 1 in No 16. 


Sir, Downing Street, July 13, 1858. 

I am directed by Secretary Sir E. B. Lytton to request that you will call the attention of 
Secretary Major-General Peel to the urgent necesity which appears to exist for affording the 
assistance of a military force to the civil power in Vancouver's Island and on the opposite coast 
of North Ameriza, under the circumstances detailed in the annexed correspondence relative to the 
discovery of gold in the Fraser’s River Districé just presented to Parliament.* 

The Crown will be advised to constitute immediately a Colonial Government for the Fraser’s 
River District, in connexion, as far as this may be practicable, with that already established in 
in Vancouver's Island. There are one or two of Her Majesty’s vessels of war at that island, 
and this naval force will probably be soon augmented. But it appears to Sir E. B. Lytton 
that there should be in addition a number of soluiers (say from one hundred to one hundred and 
fifty), who should, on the Governor’s requisition, be marched inland, if there should be occasion for 
their presence, to obviate the collisions which may be expected between the diggers for gold and the 
Indians. 

Secretary Major-General Peel will be best able to determine in what manner this force should be 
furnished ; whether, for example, by moving the detachment now established on the Red River in 
North America, where their presence does not seem now to be required, or from the West Indies or 
elsewhere. 

Tam, &c. 

The Under Secretary for War, (Signed) H. MERIVALE. 

&e. &e. 


Enclosure 2 in No 16. 


Sir, Downing Street, August 3, 1858. 
In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo, stating that a party of non- 
commissioned officers and men of the Royal Engineers will be held in readiness for British Columbia, 
Lam directed by Secretary Sir E. B. Lytton to request that you will observe to Secretary Major- 
General Peel, that in the selection of the field officer for the command of this detachment, it will 
be of inestimable value to the prosperous foundation of the settlement that the choice should devolve 
on a man of good judgment, possessing a knowledge of mankind; for in the difficult situation in 
which the officer administering the Government of this new Colony will be placed at first, he will 
find it of great advantage to be able to resort to an adviser on whom he can rely for a sound and 
disinterested opinion. I am to explain that the object for which this party of Royal Engineers is 
sent to British Columbia is not solely military, though circumstances may compel it to act in that 
capacity, but for practical and scientific purposes; that it will be required to execute surveys in those 
parts of the country which may be considered most eligible for settlement, to mark out allotments 
of land for public purposes, to suggest a site for the seat of Government and for a sea-port town, 
to point out where roads should be made, and to render such general aid to the Governor as may be 
within its competency. The officer administering the Government has been distinctly apprized that 
this Engineer force will be maintained at the charge of the Imperial Treasury for only a limited 
period; that if required beyond such period, the Colony will be called upon to defray the expense, 





* Vide Papers presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command of Her Majesty, 2nd July 1858. 
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and that the cost of surveys of lands for private individuals must be borne by the purchasers them- 
ey in the price of the land. 
Gotumpra, S¢lves,_and be included in the price of the. ; : ; 
si E. Lytton desires me to state that it would be very desirable if amongst this party there were 
one or two persons possessing a knowledze of mineralogy, and capable of reporting upon the gold, 
and especially upon the subject of the local resources which Sir Edward has been informed exist in 
the Colony. I am to request that the officer commanding the Engineers may be instructed that as 
little display as possible should be made of this military force; that it is the desire of Her Majesty’s 
Government that the immigrants should learn that their interests are identical with those of the 
Government, which shou'd be carried on in harmony with and by means of the people of the country ; 
and that therefore they are not to rely upon the military as a force for the maintenance of peace and 
order amongst themselves, or amongst the Native Indians. 

Sir E. Lytton considers it indispensable, that besides their scientific instruments, the Engineers 
should take with them tents, arms, including revolvers, ammunition, and such military equipments as 
General Peel may deem suitable for emergencies which may, though it is hoped they will not arise. 

I am jurther to state that, in consequence of reports which daily reach this Office, Sir EK. Lytton is 
most anxious that this force should reach British Columbia with as little delay as possible; that he 
considers that. in every point of view it will be preferable that they should go round Cape Horn 
instead of by Panama; and that it would therefore be advisable that Major-General Peel should 
communicate with the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty with the view of engaging the necessary 
freight. I am to add that Sir E. Lytton proposes to send by the same opportunity two or three of 
the public officers whom he intends to appoint to situations in the Colony ; and that he will shortly 
apprize Major-General Peel whether they will be accompanied by their families, and with the number 


of their servants. 





I am, &e. 
The Under Secretary for War. (Signed) H. MERIVALE. 
Enclosure 3 in No. 16. 
Enclosure 3 in (Extract. ) 
No. 16. Srr, War Office, August 17, 1858. 


Wiru reference to the correspondence which has passed relative to the force of Royal 
Engineers about to be de.patched to British Columbia, I am directed by the Secretary of State for 
War to transmit to you, for the consideration of Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, the accompanying 
copy of a letter from the Horse Guards, together with its enclosures, giving a detail of the proposed 
party, and of the pay and allowances to be granted to the officers and men. 

Mejor-General Peel would recommend that the proposals of the General Commanding-in-Chief 
should be sanctioned and approved, except as regards the Chaplain and Commissariat officer, which 
appointments Major-General Peel does not consider the circumstances under which this detachment 
is sent to the Colony render necessary. The number of women may be redvced to twenty. 

Iam also to transmit the accompanying papers which have been received from the Inspector 
General of Fortifications, containing suggestions with regard to the equipment to be provided for 
the detachment; and Sir John Burgoyne has further recommended that a photographic apparatus 
should be added. 

Major-General Peel requests that you will inform him, at your earliest corvenience, whether, taking 
into consideration the nature of the services on which the men will be employed, Sir E. B. Ly<ton is 
of opinion that the articles of equipment specified in these suggestions will be required. 

I have, &c. 
H. Merivale, Esq., (Siened.)- J. R. GopLey. 
&e. &e 





Enclosure 4 in No. 16. 


Sir, Downing Street, August 18th, 1858. 

I wave laid your letter of the 17th instant, with its several enclosures, before Secretary Sir 
E. B. Lytton, and Iam directed by him to request that you will inform Secretary Major-General 
Peel that immediate steps should be taken for despatching the followmg detachment of Royal 
Engineers for service in British Columbia: 

1 Lieut.-Colonel, with a Colonial allowance of 1,2002. per annum, besides regimental pay, which 

should in each case be borne by this country. 

2 Captains, at a salary of 3507. per annum each, in addition also to their regimental pay. 

3 Subalterns, at 2502 per annum each, exclusive of regimental pay. 

150 Non-commissioned officers and men, with regimental and working pay, accompanied by 20 
women, according to the scale submitted by Colonel Gordon in his letter of the 11th 
instant. 

The chaplain and Commissariat officer to be dispensed with; but a Medical officer should be sent. 

Of this party Sir E. Lytton wishes that 20 non-commissioned officers and men under the orders of 
a subaltern should be sent on by the mail steamer of the Ist September, vid Panama, taking with 
them such instruments of survey as they may require for immediate use. 


Enclosure 4 in 
No. 16. 
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The equipments, military and civil, of which a list has been made out by order of the Inspector 
General of Fortifications, should be at once procured, subject to the alterations made in it, it being 
understood that these articles are all deemed by that officer to be absolutely indispensable, and that 
they will not be expensive; but articles which are essentially military ought not to be made a charge 
against the Colony. 

It will be necessary that an exact account should be kept of all the expenses incurred for this 
expedition, it being intended that the new Colony shall ultimately defray the entire cost of its 
establishment. In the meanwhile, arrangements are being made with the Lords Commissioners 
of the Treasury to advance funds, on the requisition of the Governor, sufficient to cover the 
expense which this party of Engineers shall occasion (independently, of course, of those expenses 
for which the War Office is legitimately liable), in case there should be no Colonial resources 
immediately available for that purpose. . 

It has been urged by Colonel Moody that one serjeant and one corporal of cavalry, together 
with one serjeant and one corporal of artillery, should be added to the detachment. It is stated 
that they will be of material assistance. Sir E. Lytton would wish this addition to be made 
to the force. 

Colonel Moody has also suggested that, besides the rations mentioned in Colonel Gordon’s letter 
of the 11th instant, as necessary to be issued to officers and men, it would be very advisable that 
they should be allowed to purchase at prime cost stores of clothing, and that a guide for this 
may be taken from the purser’s list on board a man-of-war. I am to staie that Sir E. Lytton 
will raise no objection to this suggestion of Colonel Moody, if it meets with the approval of Major- 
General Peel. 


I have, &e. 
The Under Secretary of State (Signed) H. MERIVALE. 
for War. 
; Enclosure 5 in No. 16. 
Sr, Downing Street, August 23, 1858. 


As you have been selected for the office of Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works ia British 
Columbia, Sir KE. B. Lytton considers it desirable to place on record the arrangement which has been 
settled, on your acceptance of that appointment. It is to be distinctly understood,— 

Ist. That the Governor is the supreme authority in the Colony. That you will concert with him, 
and take his orders as to the spots in the Colony to which your attention as to surveys, &c. should be 
immediately and principally directed. That you will advise and render him all the assistance in your 
power, in the difficult situation in which it is probable that he will be placed for some time. 

2. The Governor will be instructed to regard your duties as special, and that they are not on any 
account to be interfered with, except under circumstances of the gravest necessity, so that all possivle 
conflict of duties may be avoided. On this point Sir Edward feels persuaded that your character and 
your Colonial experience are sufficient guarantees against any discordance with the Governor. 

3. The Governor will be authorized to draw upon the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury for 
the payment of the expenses attending the surveying party under your orders, if he should have no 
funds immediately at hand in the Colony for that purpose. You will, therefore, address your requi- 
sitions for money to him, if it should be necessary. At the same time it is well to understand that 
Her Majesty’s Government count on the immediate raising of large Revenues from the land sales and 
other resources of the Colony, sufficient to defray from the outset the expenses of the survey and of 
all other except the salary of the Governor. And you will afford the Governor, though without 
shackling his discretion, the benefit of your talents and experience in any suggestions for ensuring at 
the earliest period this paramount object. 

4, The rates of pay and allowances which have been settled for officers and men are as follows :— 

















Regimental Pay Colonial 
Officers. per Annum. Allowance, Total. 
1 Chief Commissioner of Lands and £ £ £ 
Works, Colonel Moody, R.E. - 330 1,200 1,530 
1 Captain - - - 202 350 552 
1 2d Captain - - - 202 350 552 
1 3d 2d Captain - - 202 350 552 
2 Subalterns (each) - - 125 250 375 
Non-commissioned Officers and Sappers. 
Regimental Pay Working Pay 
per Diem. per Diem. Total. 
1 Colour Sergeant and Acting ae s. d. s. d. 
Sergeant-Major - - 3 103 3s. to 5s. 6 104 to 8 104 
1 Sergeant and Acting Quarter- 
master Sergeant - - 3 42 3s. to 5s. 6 44 to8 44 
7 Sergeants (each) - - 2 104 3s. to 5s. 5 103 to 7 104 
8 Ist Corporals 7 - 2 24 ls. to 4s. 3 21to6 24 
8 2d Corporals - - 1 103 ls. to 4s. 2 102 to 5 103 
2 Buglers - 2 9 5 9 
123 Sappers if - 1 24 1s, to 4s. 2 24 to $ 
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5. It is agreed that you shall remain in the Colony one year from the date of your arrival, and that 
you will not cuit it unless you are satisfied that the officer you leave in charge is fully competent 
to the work before him, and that the public service is not prejudiced by your return to England. 
Should you desire to stay Jonger for the execution of works in which you are actively engaged, and 
to which you consider your presence essential, you will communicate that wish to Her Majesty’s 
Government. You will make it your care to furnish this Department from time to time with full 
reports of the various resources and capabilities of the Colony, according to the information which 
the exercise of your functions will necessarily give you, and with a view to the developement of 
the social and industrial prosperity and welfare of the Colony,—its mines, its fisheries, the quality 
of its coal, the nature of the soil, the maritime approaches to the Colony, if held distinct from the 
island. 

These reports will be sent to this Department through the Governor. 





Iam, &e. 
Colonel Moody, R.E., (Signed) Hl. MERIVALE. 
&e, Xe. 
No. 17. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
(No. 8.) Douatas. | , 
Sir, Downing Street, September 2, 1858. 


In one of the Despatches, No. 6.*, which I addressed to you last July, it was 
mentioned that the detachment of Royai Engineers which Her Majesty’s Government 
considered advirable to send to British Columbia would be maintained at the Imperial 
cost for only a limited period, and that if continued afterwards the Colony would have 
to defray the expense thereof. 

I can scarcely doubt that you will have noticed that when I wrote that Despatch 
I had not received those reports from you, nor was the public in possession of that 
general information, which ascribe to the Colony the prospect of raising a large and 
early Revenue. ‘This more recent intelligence has necessarily caused an alteration in my 
views with respect to the firs: charge for the Engineer party. I desire, therefore, to state, 
that as the Despatch to which I have above alluded was written before I was aware 
of the great prospects of the Colony, Her Majesty’s Government having since become 
apprized of that fact, feel that it would be impossible to impose on this country the 
charge for the Engineers which, under other circumstances, it might have been proper - 
it should have assumed. It is therefore imperatively necessary for me to repeat, what 
indeed has been very frequently mentioned, that Her Majesty’s Government expect 
that British Columbia shall be self-supporting, and that the first charge upon the land 
sales must be that of defray'ng a'l the expenses which this Engineer party shall occasion. 
Any expend’iure which the British Treasary shall have incurred on this accouné will 
have to be reimbursed by the Colony as soon as its circumstances permit, and for which 
I have now to instruct you to make suitable provision. 


I have, &c. 





Governor Douglas, (Signed) E. B. LYTTON, 
&c. Ce 
No. 18. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
DouaGuas. 
(No. 9.) , 
Sir, Downing Street, September 2, 1858. 


I rransmir to you herewith, for your information, copy of a correspondence 
between the Treasury and this Office on the subject of the Postal Arrangements between 
this country and British Columbia. 


I have, &c. 


Governor Douglas, (Signed) E.-B. LYTTON 
Res &C. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 18. 
Sir, Downing Street, August 3, 1858. 

I am directed by Secretary Sir E. B. Lytton to request that you will represent to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury that the establishment of the Colony of British Columbia, and the 
extensive immigration flowing, according to all accounts, into that country, make it very desirable 
that come safe and regular Postal communication should be formed between this Kingdom and the 
Colony. Sir Edward Lytton therefore requests that the Lords Commissioners would take this subject 
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into their consideration, and favour him with their opinion as to the possibility of establishing such 
means of communication. 





Iam, &e. 
Sir C. E. Trevelyan, K.C.B. (Signed) H. MERIVALE. 
Ke. Xe, &e. 
Enclosure 2 in No. 18, 
Sir, Treasury Chambers, August 25, 1858. 


Wiru reference to your letter of 3d instant, I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint you, for the information of Sir £. Bulwer Lytton, that they have 
had under their careful consideration: the important subject of establishing a Postal communication 
with the Colony of British Columbia, and have been in correspondence with the Admiralty and the 
Post Office in relation thereto. 

I am to state that if the position of the Colony at the present time were such as to warrant a large 
expenditure, whether from Imperial or Colonial resources, my Lords would be disposed to prefer a 
service from this country to Halifax or some port in connexion with our North American Colonies 
adopting, probably, the existing Postal service for so far, and to invite tenders for a service from 
thence to Colon, in extension, probably, of that recently established to N assau, and further to invite 
tenders for a service between Colon or Panama and Vancouver's Island. 

But my Lords have reason to believe that the cost of that service would be very large, that 
between Panama and Vancouver's Island alone being estimated by the Admiralty at not less than 
100,0002. a year. 

My Lords would not consider themselves warranted in sanctioning, under the present circum- 
stances of the Colony of British Columbia, so large a charge, the whole of which for some time to come 
would have to be defrayed out of the Imperial resources. 

In addition to this there are other considerations, connected with the want of harbour accommo- 
dation, and with the development of the coal fields at Vancouver's Island, which render it probable 
that a contract after some time may be more advantageously entered into for the service than at 
present. 

My Lords, therefore, are disposed to the opinion, that for the present it may be advisable to form 
the Postal communication between this country and British Columbia by the Royal Mail Steam 
Company to Colon, whose vessels leave Southampton on the 2d and 17th of each month, under the 
contract of July 5th, 1850; that a temporary arrangement should be made by Her Majesty’s Post- 
master-General with the Postmaster of the United States, for transmitting the letters from Panama by 
the United States mail steamers to San F rancisco; and that tenders should be invited by public 
advertisement for performing the service between San Francisco and Vancouver's Island. 

My Lords would not be disposed to limit these tenders as regards size of vessels, or to require for 
the present any extraordinary speed. 

It seems to them more expedient to leave to parties who may tender the option of naming such size 
and speed as may be most suitable, as well for the passenger trade as for the Postal service! 

As the times when the Mail Steamers of the United States leave and arrive at Panama do not 
accord with the arrival and departure of the vessels of the Royal Mail Steam Company on the 
eastern side of the isthmus, my Lords would invite the Postmaster of the United States to recon- 
sider the times of arrival and departure of the United States Mail Steamers between Panama and San 
Francisco. 

In the event of satisfactory tenders not being made in this country for this service, my Lords 
would propose that the Postmaster of the United States should be requested to make arrange- 
ments at San Francisco for the regular transmission of letters from thence to Vancouver's Island, 
for a limited time, suppose one or two years. 

I am to request you to move Sir E. Bulwer Lytton to favour my Lords with his opinion on 
the subject. If he should approve of the course which their Lordships suggest, immediate instruc- 
tions will be given by this Board to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty and the Postmaster- 
General, to adopt the necessary means for establishing this Postal communication between this country 


and British Columbia without further delay. ‘ 
I am desired to enclose two letters on this subject from the Admiralty and Postmaster-General. 
Tam, &c. 
H. Merivale, Esq., (Signed)  Gzo. A. Hamriron, 
&e. &e. 





Sub-Enclosure 1 to Enclosure 2 in No. 18. 


Sir, : Admiralty, August 17, 1858. 
WirH reference to your letter, No. 14,092 12 of the 13th instant, transmitting copies of 
letters from the Colonial Office and the Postmaster-General relative to a proposed Postal communi- 
cation with the new Colony of Columbia, and requesting to be favoured with the cpinion of my 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty as to the best means of providing for the service, I am 
commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request you will state to the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury that my Lords consider that tenders should be called for 
to ascertain what parties are able and willing to undertake the service of carrying Her Majesty’s 
Mails between Panama and Vancouver's Island direct, and they apprehend that the Mails should be 
H 


BritisH 
CoLuMBIA. 


ae 


Enclosure 2 in 
No. 18, 


Sub-Encl. 1. 





~Sub-Enel. 2. 


Sub-Enclosure 
1 to Enclosure 2 
in No, 18, 


BritisH 
CoLuMBIA. 


et 


Sub-Enclosure 
2to Enclosure 2 
in No. 18. 


No. 19. 


* Page 44, 


Enclosure. 


58 PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH, COLUMBIA. 


earried vid Halifax or New York, as a means of directly connecting the new Colonies with British 
North America. My Lords do not foresee any difficulty in procuring good and substantial parties to 
carry out the service from Halifax or New York to Colon, as a branch of the North American Packet 
Service. The annual cost: of this would probably be about 25,0002 In the meantime, the mails to 
be carried in the Packets of the Royal Mail Company to Colon. 

With regard to the service from Panama to Vancouver’s Island, my Lords would remark, that 
there are no docks for the repair of large ships at any port between those places, except at San 
Francisco, a foreign port; while this distance, 4,150 miles, is so great that it cannot be carried out in 
small vessels. Coals at Panama are very dear, and wages all along the west coast of North America 
are. exorbitantly high. 

For these reasons a subsidy of not less than 100,0002. a year would probably be required to obtain 
the only class of vessels which could satisfactorily carry on the Postal communication between the 
Isthmus and Vancouver's Island direct. 

To organize and get such a service into active operation would require a considerable length of 
time, and my Lords would, therefore, suggest whether an arrangement should not be come to with 
one or more of the United States’ lines now running almost weekly between Panama and San 
Francisco, and tenders for a limited time be called for from those parties for carrying on the Mail 
Service from San Francisco to Vancouver’s Island, pending arrangements being made and carried out 
for an English line direct from Panama to Vancouver’s Island. 

Iam, &c. 
The Secretary of the Treasury. (Signed) W. G. Romaine. 


a ee 
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My Lorps, General Post Office, August 11, 1858. 

In returning the enclosed letter, referred to me by your Lordships on the 7th instant, I beg to 
observe that I entirely concur with Secretary Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton in the opinion that it will 
be very desirable to establish as speedily as possible a good and regular Postal communication with 
the new Colony of British Columbia, and I conclude that letters will be forwarded with the greatest 
advantage via Panama. 

By the packets of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company mails can be sent twice a month 
between Southampton and Colon, and the passage of the Isthmus is effected in a few hours. 

Between Panama and San Fransisco there is also a Postal communication twice a month, by means 
of United States’*mail packets; but neither the departure of these packets from Panama nor their 
arrival at Panama is fitted to the British Packet Service to and from Colon, and mails forwarded by, 
them would, therefore, be exposed to some detention on the Isthmus. 

Further, if the United States packets were made use of, provision would require to be made for 
the conveyance of the mails between San Fransisco and British Columbia. 

Under these circumstances it becomes a question whether steps should not be taken with the 
object of setting up a communication by British packets for the entire distance between Panama and 
British Colimbia; and if your Lordships are of the same opinion, I presume that you will consult the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty as to the best means of carrying the object into effect. 

IT have, &c. 
The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. ' _ (Signed) CoLCHESTER 





No. 19. 


Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dove.as. 
(No. 12.) 
Siz, Downing Street, September 2, 1858. 
In my Despatch of the 3lst July, No. 6*, I directed your attention to the 
treatment of the Native Indians in the country which it has so recently been decided 
to establish as a British Colony. I regard that subject as one which demands your 
prompt and careful consideration. I now transmit to you the copy of a letter. from the 
Aborigines Protection Society, invoking the protection of Her Majesty’s Government 
on behalf of these people. I readily repeat my earnest injunctions to you to endeavour 
to secure this object. At the same time I beg you to observe that I must not be 
understood as adopting the views of the Society as to the means by which this may ‘be 
best accomplished. | 
I have, &c. 


Governor Douglas, (Signed) EK. B. LYTTON. 
&c. &c. 





PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 59 


Enclosure in No. 19. 


To the Right Honourable Sir Epwarp Butwer Lytton, M.P., Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, &c. &e. &e. 
Str, 

As the Aborigines Protection Society have for many years taken a deep interest in the welfare 
of the Indian Tribes to the west as well as the east of the Rocky Mountains, I am instructed to 
address you on certain matters affecting not only the rights and interests but the very existence of 
the numerous Indian population of the new Colony of British Columbia. It appears, from all the 
sources of information open to us, that unless wise and vigorous measures be adopted by the repre- 
sentatives of the British Government in that Colony, the present danger of a collision between the 
settlers and the natives will soon ripen into a deadly war of races, which could not fail to terminate, 
as similar wars have done on the American continent, in the extermination of the red man. 

The danger of collision springs from various causes. In the first place, it would appear from 
Governor Douglas's Despatches as well as from more recent accounts that the natives generally 
entertain ineradicable feelings of hostility towards the Americans, who are now pouring into Fraser’s 
and Thompson’s Rivers by thousands, and who will probably value Indian life there as cheaply as 
they have, unfortunately, done in California. The reckless inhumanity of the gold diggers of that 
state towards the unfortunate Indians is thus described in a recent number of the New York 
Times :— 

«The country is perfectly wild, and a dense forest, full of warlike Indians; and, with the well- 
* known injustice of the miner»towards~anything of the genus Indian or Chinaman, and their 
** foolhardiness, they will get up a series of little amusements in the way of pistolling and scalping, 
** quite edifying. It is the custom of miners generally to shoot an Indian as he would a dog; and it 
** is considered a very good joke to shoot at one at long shot, to see him jump as the fatal bullet 
pierces his heart. And when, in the spirit of retaliation, some poor hunted relative watches his oppor- 
* tunity, and attacks a straggling white man, the papers at once teem with long accounts of Indian 
** outrages. And yet the men that shoot down these poor Indians are not the ruffians we are led to 
“ suppose are always the authors of atrocities, but the respectable sovereign people, brought up in the 
“ fear of God by pious parents, in the most famed locations for high moral character. The Indian 
« and Chinese murders are more frequently committed by men brought up in the quiet country 
« villages of eastern states, and who return looking as innocent as lambs. ‘There never yet existed 
“so bad a set of men on the face of this fair earth as a certain class of the highly respectable 
* sovereigns of the states who find their way to the frontiers. It is much to be rejoiced at that the 
«* Fraser River Indians are of a serious turn of mind, and can’t take a joke ; and in their ignorance of 
‘* the sports and pastimes of the great American nation may deprive some of the practical jokers of 
“* their ‘ thatches.’” 

The necessity which is imposed upon Her Majesty’s Government to adopt measures to protect 
the Indians against this class of diggers is too obvious to require any further illustration or argument 
on our part. 

But there is another aspect of the question which is of equal importance. The Indians, being a 
strikingly acute and intelligent race of men, are keenly sensitive in regard to their own rights as the 
aborigines of the country, and are equally alive to the value of the gold discoveries ; no better proof 
of which could be furnished than the zest and activity with which large numbers of them have 
engaged in gold digging. Governor Douglas states that in the earlier stages of the gold discoveries 
they endeavoured to expel the settlers, who were then few in number, and to obtain possession of the 
fruits of their labour. But he also states that while manifesting a determination to reserve the gold 
for their own benefit, they yet respected the persons and property of the whites. Other accounts 
describe the Indians as “ quiet and peaceful,” but state that “as soon as a miner lays down his pick 
“ an Indian stands by to make use of it for himself, and when he lays down the shovel for the pick the 
« Jndian takes the shovel, and relinquishes the other implement.” They are further described as 
haying learnt the full value of fhenebspous ; in proof of which it is stated that they now charge five 
dollars to eight dollars a day, instead of one dollar, for their services as boatmen in navigating 
Thompson’s and Fraser’s rivers. 

As, therefore, the Indians possess an intelligent knowledge of their own rights, and appear to be 
determined to maintain them by all the means in their power, there can be no doubt that it is 
essential to the preservation of peace in British Columbia that the natives should not only be 
protected against wanton outrages on the part of the white population, but that the English Govern- 
ment should be prepared to deal with their claims in a broad spirit of justice and liberality. It is 
certain that the Indians regard their rights as natives as giving them a greater title to enjoy the 
riches of the country than can possibly be possessed either by the English Government or by foreign 
adventurers. The recognition of native rights has latterly been a prominent feature in the aboriginal 
policy of both England and the United States. Whenever this principle has been honestly acted 
upon, peace and amity have characterized the relations of the two races, but whenever a contrary 
policy has been carried out, wars of extermination have taken place; and great suffering and loss, 
both of life and property, have been sustained both by the settler and by the Indian. We would 
beg, therefore, most respectfully to suggest that the Native title should be recognized in British 
Columbia, and that some reasonable adjustment of their claims should be made by the British 
Government. 

The present case resembles no common instance of white men encroaching on the lands and 
rights of aborigines for hunting or settlement. It more than realizes the fabulous feuds of Gryphons 
and Arimaspians, and no ordinary measures can be expected to overcome the difficulties which 
duty and interest require to be removed if British Columbia is to become an honourable or advan- 
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British _tageous portion of the British Dominions. It would seem that a Treaty should be promptly made 
Corumpia, between the delegates of British authority and the chiefs and their people, as loyal, just, and pacific 
as that between William Penn and the Indians of Pennsylvania, but that more stringent laws should 
be made to ensure its provisions being maintained with better faith than that was carried out on 
the part of the whites. No nominal protector of aborigines,—no annuity to a petted chief,—no 
elevation of one chief above another, will answer the purpose. Nothing short of justice in rendering 
payment for that which it may be necessary for us to acquire, and laws framed and administered 
in the spirit of justice and equality, can really avail. To accomplish the difficult but necessary task 
of civilizing the Indians, and of making them our trusty friends and allies, it would seem to be 
indispensable to employ in the various departments of Government a large proportion of well-selected 
men, more or less of Indian blood, (many of whom could be found at the Red River,) who might not 
only exert a greater moral influence over their race than we could possibly do, but whose recognized 
position among the whites would be some guarantee that the promised equality of races should be 
realized. The adoption of these or similar measures would, we believe, propitiate the goodwill of 
the Indians; and instead of obstructing the work of colonization they might be made useful agents 
in peopling the wilderness with prosperous and civilized communities, of which they one day might 
form a part. 








I have, &c. 
| F. W. CuHEsson, 





Secretary. 
No. 20. No. 20. 
Copy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Douatas. 
(No. 13.) 
SIR, Downing Street, September 2, 1858. 


I wave to acquaint you that the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel propose 
to send one or two Missionary Chaplains to British Columbia, with as little delay as 
possible, and that the first of these clergymen will probably proceed to the Colony by the 
freight ship appointed to sail on the 15th proximo. 





I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, (Signed) E. B. LYTTON: 
&c. &c. 
No. 21. No. 2], 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dovc.as. 
(No. 14.) 
Sr, Downing Street, September 2, 1858. 


I rransmit to you herewith, for your information, the copy of a letter which I 
have addressed to Colonel Moody on the subject of granting land, on certain conditions, 
to the non-commissioned officers and men of the Royal Engineers who are now going to 
British Columbia. 

2. I take this opportunity of instructing you to report to me your opinion whether it 
would be desirable for the interests of the Colony to grant remissions on the purchase of 
land to retired officers of the Army and Navy, as was formerly the custom in many of the 
British Colonies. Care might be taken, if ever Representative Institutions are established 
in the Colony, and arrangements are made for securing a Civil List in return for the lands 
of the Crown, that the privileges I suggest should, for a certain length of time at least, be 
secured to military settlers. You will report to me your careful and deliberate views 
upon this subject. 

3. You will furnish me, at your early convenience, with a list of such officers for Civil 
situations, together with the rates of pay which you think they should receive, as the 
circumstances of the Colony shall, in your opinion, render it desirable for me to send from 

- England. I shall be happy to assist you to the best of my ability in making proper 
selections ; for I think that, considering the great number of foreigners who are resorting 
to British Columbia, it is on every account proper to give encouragement to Englishmen 
of character and respectability to go out to the Colony. 

4. You will report to me officially, by each successive mail, and by every safe oppor- 
tunity that presents itself, on all matters of interest and importance to the Colony. At 
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present Her Majesty’s Government only receive such accounts through the newspapers, Britis 








or through the courtesy of the Hudson’s Bay Company and private individuals. CoLumbrAa. 
I have, &e. 
Governor Douglas, (Signed) E. B. LYTTON. 
&c. &c. 
Enclosure in No, 21. Enclosure 
: No. 21, 
Sir, Downing Street, September 1, 1858. 


In case there should be any misunderstanding as to the suggestions of the Inspector-General 
of Fortifications, that the non-commissioned officers and men of the Royal Engineers who are going 
out to British Columbia should receive grants of land, Secretary Sir Edward Lytton directs me 
to state that he is willing, and the Governor shall be instructed accordingly, that the men should 
be allowed such grants of agricultural, not mining land, not exceeding 30 acres each, after 6 years’ 
continuous good faithful service in British Columbia, on condition of residence and military service 
within the Colony, if called upon. 

T am to suggest to you that it might be advisable, with the concurrence of the Governor, to locate 
the men, if they should be located at all, along the frontier, or in the neighbourhood of future naval 
and military posts. 

Sir E. Lytton will send a copy of this letter to the Secretary of State for War, for his information, 
as well as to the Governor, with whom you will confer on this subject. 





I have, &e. 
Colonel Moody, R.E. (Signed) CARNARVON. 
&e. &e. 
No. 22. No. 22. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Douatas. 
(No. 16.) 
Sir, Downing Street, September 2, 1838. 


In addition to what is contained in my Despatch transmitting you the Order in 
Council for the Government of British Columbia, your Commission and Instructions, 
and the Instrument revoking the exclusive licence of the Hudson’s Bay Company in 
British Columbia, I wish to address you a few words on the legal position which you 
now fill, and the nature of your immediate duties. 

Your first duty will be to proclaim the Act of Parliament under which British Colum- 
bia was to be governed. This Act has already been sent you, and without any express 
directions as to the manner and time of making it known. Probably you have already 
made it public; but I apprehend that no legal proclamation of it, so as to give its pro- 
visions effect, could take place until you were yourself commissioned as Governor. ‘The 
formal proclamation of it must therefore be made as early as possible. 

According to the opinion of lawyers in general, the colonists of a territory circum- 
stanced like British Columbia carry with them the law of England, so far as it is applicable 
to their circumstances. Acts, therefore, done in accordance with the law of England, will 
be substantially legal, although done before any regular authority was constituted there. 
But your own special authority to make regulations, or enforce them, for the preservation 
of peace and order, could only be created by the act of the Crown, and cannot commence 
until you receive their commission ; you will therefore have, doubtless, been compelled by 
the necessity of the case to perform many acts, in accordance with the spirit of your 
instructions from myself, and my predecessors in this Department, but for which strict 
legal authority was wanting. It will be necessary to cover these by a Proclamation, 
having force of law, under the power with which you are invested, to indemnify yourself 
and those who have acted under your authority from legal proceedings. 

You are therefore authorized to issue two Proclamations, of the same date with your 
assumption of the Government. 

The one, which is rather matter of solemn form than of absolute necessity, to declare 
the law of England prevalent throughout the Colony, subject, of course, to your own 
power of modifying it by laws enacted by yourself when absolute necessity requires. 

The other, to indemnify yourself and your subordinate officers in manner aforesaid. 

I send you by the present mail forms of both these Proclamations, which you will be — Enclosure 1. 
able to adapt to suit the exigencies of the case, if any change is required, _ Enclosure 2. 

Almost the first point to which your attention will be directed will be the establish- 
ment of a Court or Courts of Justice, with the necessary machinery for the maintenance 
of law and order. 
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Her Majesty has issued a Commission to Mr. Begbie, who will proceed by this or next 
packet, as Judge of British Columbia. 

His title and duties have not been more particularly specified, because they must be 
defined by yourself, after consultation with him, by such law as you may enact pro- 
viding for the administration of justice. 

It will also be essential that you should constitute Juries; but as this is done by law 
in Vancouver’s Island, you have a precedent ready at hand, and no further instructions 
are necessary from me. 

Mr. Begbie has been fully instructed, that, although invested with the very important 
office of Judge, he will nevertheless have the kindness, for the present at least, to lend 
you his general aid for the compilation of the necessary laws and other legal business. 
This is the more proper duty of an Attorney-General; and, should the Colony advance, 
as seems at present possible, the services of such an officer will no doubt be urgently 
required. But I have not yet thought myself authorized to advise the Crown to appoint 
one, until I hear from yourself as to the civil functionaries best adapted to the present 
requirements of the Colony. I trust to receive your suggestions by the first opportunity. 
From such intelligence as has reached me of the state of things in California, I have been 
led to believe that it would be of great service if the rights of miners could be briefly 
established and defined beforehand by law, instead of being left to grow up by mere 
custom or accident. But this is not a subject on which I have the means of assisting 
you. Possibly you may find that such a body of regulations might be drawn up with 
the aid of a few intelligent persons selected from among the miners themselves, and in 
whom that body would have confidence. 

With these few observations, I leave with confidence in your hands the powers 
intrusted to you by Her Majesty's Government. ‘These powers are indeed of very 
serious and unusual extent; but Her Majesty’s Government fully rely on your moderation 
and discretion in the use of them, You are aware that they have only been granted in so 
unusual a form on account of the very unusual circumstances which have calied into 
being the Colony committed to your charge, and which may for some time continue to 
characterize it. To use them, except for the most necessary purposes, would be, in truth, 
to abuse them greatly. They are required for the maintenance of British law and 
British habits of order, and for regulating the special questions to which the condition 
and employment of the population may give birth. But the office of legislation, in the 
nigher and more general sense, should be left for the Legislature which may be hereafter 
constituted, and which Her Majesty’s Government hope will be constituted at the first 
time consistent with the general interests of the Colony. And you will above all 
remember that the ordinary rights and privileges of British subjects, and of those 
foreigners who dwell under British protection, must be sedulously maintained, and that 
no innovation contrary to the principles of our law can be justified, except for purposes 
of absolute and temporary necessity. 

I will only add, that although it has been judged prudent not to make the revocation 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s licence take effect until proclaimed by yourself, it is the 
particular instructions of Her Majesty’s Government that you proclaim it with the least 
practicable delay, so that no questions like those which have already arisen as to the 
extent and nature of the Company’s rights can possibly occur. 

I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, 7 (Signed) E. B. LYTTON. 


&e. &e. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 22. 


PROCLAMATION, having the Force of Law, to declare that English Law is in force in British 
Columbia. — 


Wuereas by an Act of Parliament passed in the Session held in the 21st and 22d years of Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria it was enacted, that the territories therein described should be comprised 
within the Colony thereby created of British Columbia; and it was further enacted, that on the 
proclamation of the said Act in British Columbia certain Acts which were passed in the 43d year of 
His late Majesty King George the Third and in the second year of His late Majesty George the 
Fourth, and by which the law of Upper Canada was extended to certain parts of America therein 
mentioned, should cease to have force in the said Colony of British Columbia, or to be applicable 
thereto : 

And whereas such proclamation of the said first-mentioned Act was duly made on the 
day of last : 

‘And whereas by a Commission under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland Her Majesty was pleased to appoint James Douglas to be Governor of British Columbia, and 
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to authorize the said James Douglas, by Proclamation issued under the Great Seal of the said Colony, Brrtis 

to make lasys, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and good government thereof : Co_umpra. 
It is therefore hereby enacted and proclaimed by the Governor of British Columbia, that the Civil —s 

and Criminal Laws of England, as the same existed at the [date of the said proclamation of the said 

Act], and so far as they are not from local circumstances inapplicable to the Colony of British 

Columbia, are and will remain in full force within the said Colony till such time as they shall be 

altered by Her said Majesty in Her Privy Council, or by me, the said Governor, or by such other 

Legislative Authority as may hereafter be legally constituted in the said Colony, and that such laws 

shall be administered and enforced by all proper authorities, against all persons infringing and in 

favour of all persons claiming protection of the same laws. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 22. Enclosure 2 in 
, No. 22. 
PROCLAMATION, having the Force of Law, to indemnify the Governor and other Officers for Acts done 


before the Establishment of any legitimate Authority in British Columbia. 


Wuerpas large numbers of Her Majesty’s subjects and others have resorted to and settled on the 
territory now comprised within the limits of this Colony, before the establishment of any settled 
form of Government therein, and it has been necessary to take steps for the establishment and 
maintenance of peace, order, and good government, and for the protection of the rights of Her 
Majesty, and for the collection of a Revenue from lands belonging to Her Majesty, some of which 
steps may not have been fully authorized in point of law: And whereas, by a Commission under 
the Great Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, I, James Douglas, Governor 
of the Colony of British Columbia, haye been authorized, by Proclamation issued under the Great 
Seal of the Colony, to make laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and good govern- 
ment of the same. 

Be it therefore known to all whom it may concern, That I, the said James Douglas, Governor 
of British Columbia, do hereby, in virtue of the authority aforesaid, ‘enact and proclaim that 
every act, matter, or thing bona fide done and performed for any of the purposes aforesaid before the 
date of this Proclamation, by me, the said James Douglas, or by any other person or persons acting 
under my authority or direction, shall be deemed to be and to have been valid in law; and that I, the said 
James Douglas, and the said other persons, shall be and hereby are severally and jointly indemnified, 
freed, and discharged from and against all actions, suits, prosecutions, and penalties whatever in 
respect of any such act, matter, or thing, and that the same shall not be questioned in any of Her 
Majesty’s Courts of Civil or Criminal Jurisdiction in this Colony. é 

And I do further enact and proclaim, that any declaration in writing under the hand of the Governor 
or officer administering the Government of British Columbia to the effect that any act, matter, or 
thing specified therein was done or performed for any of such purposes or under any such direction 
or authority as aforesaid, shall, for the purposes of this Proclamation, be conclusive evidence of the 
matters stated therein, and shall be a sufficient discharge and indemnity to all persons mentioned 
in the said declaration, in respect of the act, matter, or thing specified therein. 





No. 23. No. 28. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon, Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
| Douatas. 
(No. 17.) 
Sir, Downing Street, September 2, 1858. 


I senp for your information copy of correspondence between this Department and Enclosure 
the Foreign Office, touching certain queries addressed to Her Majesty’s Minister at “Enclosure 2 
Washington by the Secretary to the Pacific Mail Steam Packet Company. 
I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, (Signed ) E. B. LYTTON. 
&c. &c. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 23. |Enclosure lin 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 26, 1858. aa 
IT am directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before 
Secretary Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, a copy of a Despatch from Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Washington, enclosing a copy of a letter addressed to him by the Secretary to the Pacific Mail Steam 
Packet Company on the subject of the jurisdiction of the Hudson’s Bay i af 
am, &c. 
Herman Merivale, Esq., (Signed) E. Hammonp. 
&c, &e. 
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Sub-Enclosure to Enclosure 1 in No. 23. 


My Lorp, Nalant, near Boston, July 12, 1858. 

THE accompanying letter has been addressed to me by Mr. W. Hodge, a respectable gentleman 
at Washington, on behalf of the Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company of New York, who desire to 
establish regular steam communication between California and Her Majesty’s Possessions north of the 
49th parallel. 

I have not assumed the responsibility of giving an official answer to questions involving the juris- 
diction of the Hudson’s Bay Company, a subject with which I am imperfectly acquainted. I have 
reserved these inquiries for the consideration and decision of Her Majesty’s Government. 

Your Lordship has, probably, been informed from another quarter of the discovery of gold deposits 
in the basin of Fraser’s River, and of the rush of labourers to this new field of enterprize. 

Should the reports of mineral wealth in the British territory prove to be well founded, a turbulent 
and adventurous population will shortly be collected, ill disposed to submit to the authority of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, and impatient to possess a share at least of those rights of property and 
self-government which they have exercised in their previous places of abode. 

The influx of consumers will be attended by the development of traffic, and the citizens of the 
neighbouring states will see with reluctance the profits of trade monopolised by a British corporation, 
though, I doubt not, those exclusive rights would be exercised liberally for the benefit of an 
improvident community. 

Finally, the immigration of large bodies of armed and reckless men can hardly fail to produce 
collisions with the Indians, and to be accompanied by injustice to that people, who have been recon- 
ciled to the Government of the Company by a long course of judicious treatment. 

Should the abundance of precious metals fall below expectation, still the present emigration will 
probably lay the basis of an agricultural state, and open the country to progressive settlement. 

In either case, it is apparent that the British Possessions cannot long be maintained as a preserve 
for the trade ‘in furs, and that the jurisdiction of the Company must be dissolved, or restricted to regions 
less susceptible of profitable culture. Z " * iy ‘ * 


I have, &c. 
The Karl of Malmesbury, (Signed) NAPIER. 
&e. &e. 
My Lorp, Washington, July 2, 1858. 


I am requested by the President of the Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company to obtain the 
following information, viz :— 

1. What Revenue powers are granted to the Hudson’s Bay Company by the British Government, 
and what reserved by the Government ? 

2. Are there any privileges or facilities granted by the treaty stipulations or otherwise to American 
vessels in the ports of Vancouver’s Island and the British Possessions on the Pacific ? 

3. Is there any other British port of entry besides “ Victoria” on Puget’s Sound, and what are 
the port charges and tonnage dues? 

4, What regulations, if any, could be made in favour of a line of American steamers regularly 
running between the ports of California to Esquimalth or Fisgard, a good harbour near Victoria, 
which latter is a poor one ? 

5. Are there any difficulties in American steamers touching regularly at Esquimalth, and who 
has jurisdiction there, the British Government or the Hudson’s Bay Company ? 

The above is a rich and powerful Company, having 12 or 15 fine steamers in the Pacific, and have 
the contract for carrying the mails of the United States from Panama to San Francisco, and from the 
latter place to Oregon and Washington. 

Their object is, if circumstances admit of it, to establish at once a regular line of steamers between 
California and the British Possessions to the northward, including Vancouver’s Island, than which, 
probably, nothing would tend more rapidly to develope the resources and increase the population of 
those territories. 

I shall feel obliged by any information your Lordship can give me on the above points, so far 
as you feel at liberty to do so. 

I have, &c. 
The Lord Napier, (Signed ) Wm. Hopee. 
&e. &e. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 23. 


Sir, Downing Street, August 25, 1858. 

I am directed by Secretary Sir E. B. Lytton to request that you will inform Lord 
Malmesbury that the following answers may be given by Lord Napier to: the queries addressed to 
him by the Secretary to the Pacific Mail Steam Packet Company, on the affairs of British Columbia, 
as communicated in your letter of the 26th ultimo. 

1. The Hudson’s Bay Company have power over the Land Revenue of Vancouver’s Island, under 
the restrictions imposed by their grant of the island.. They have no other Revenue power of any 


kind. 
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2. The stipulations contained in treaties can be ascertained by the querists; but Sir E. Bulwer 
Lytton is not at present aware of any such privileges or facilities as are suggested. 

3. This Department has no information of there being any British port of entry in Vancouver’s 
Island besides Victoria, nor of any port charges or tonnage dues which may be levied there. 

4. No regulations could be made in favour of any American line of steamers, as against and 
excluding any British line; but to impose such general regulations as may be found advisable must 
be left to the local authorities, subject to the approval of Her Majesty’s Government. 

5. This Department is not aware of any difficulties against American steamers touching at 
Esquimalt. The Hudson’s Bay Company have the ownership of the soil at Esquimalt, but the 
Legislative and Executive powers belong to the local Government of Vancouver’s Island. 


Iam, &c. 
E, Hammond, Esq. H. Merivate. 
&e. &e. 
No. 24. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dova.as. 
(Separate. ) 
IR, Downing Street, September 2, 1858. 


From information which has just reached me from the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, in a report sent by Captain Richards, it would seem desirable to appoint, if 
you have not already done so, Gold Commissioners armed with the powers of magistrates. 
I submit this suggestion to your local experience, and I feel that it must be unnecessary 
to add the self-evident caution, to form at once a Police at the diggings. 

You will long ere this have received instructions not to close Fraser’s River, nor arro- 
gate for the Hudson’s Bay Company privileges of exclusion which they did not really 
possess, and which will no longer be subjected to the misunderstanding which I regret 
to have observed. 

I have, &c. 





Governor Douglas, (Signed) Hob? iY ELON: 
&e. &c. 
No. 25. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., 1o Governor 
Douauas. 
(No. 20.) 
SIR, Downing Street, September 16, 1858. 


I nave received your Despatch of the 26th July,* No. 31, with its enclosures, 
reporting the public measures which you have adopted for the Government of British 
Columbia since the Ist July. 

It affords me much satisfaction to signify to you generally the continued approval by 
Her Majesty’s Government of your proceedings in the difficult position in which you 
have been so unexpectedly placed ; but there are afew points mentioned in your Despatch 
on which it is necessary that I now should touch. 

First, however, I request that you will convey to the officers commanding Her Majesty’s 
ships “ Satellite” and “‘ Plumper” my best acknowledgments for the cordial and practical 
assistance which they have rendered to you on all occasions, and express my persuasion 
that they will continue to afford the same whenever the service on which they are engaged 
will admit of their so doing. 

2. I notice with regret, though not with surprise, that boats, &c. have ascended 
Fraser’s River without a Customs’ permit, or the prepayment of the regulated mining fee. 
It is certainly much to be desired that you possessed a force adequate for the protection 
of the Revenue laws of the country, but it is totally impossible for Her Majesty’s 
Government to provide you with such a force from England. The most that we can do 
is, to supply you with suitable and well-recommended public officers, whose experience 
and capability will enable them to assist you in raising a force in the Colony itself, capable 
of preserving order, and causing the law to be obeyed. On this point I have to observe, 
that for the infraction of the Revenue Laws, and for all ordinary purposes, the use of 
military force, even if this country were able to supply it, is full of danger, and better 
not resorted to unless in case of absolute necessity. ; 

3. As to the “lawless intrusion of foreign ships and people into Fraser’s River,” if I 
correctly understand this expression, you a have received such definite instructions 
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from me that it leaves me nothing to add on this point, unless it be to refer you 
particularly to my Despatch of the 16th July, No. 4.* 

4, I have to make the same observation with respect to your statement, that you have 
endeavoured to protect the trading rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company, as by law 
established. ‘Those rights never existed to the extent which you appear to have supposed, 
and by the time this Despatch reaches you they will have ceased altogether, if the 
instrument forwarded to you for that purpose has been put into operation, as I trust it 
has, without delay. 

5. I entirely approve the course you are following with respect to applications for 
Crown land, and for the prevention of Squatting. ‘The party of Royal Engineers which 
has been despatched to British Columbia will relieve you from much anxiety on this 
score, as they will immediately on their arrival proceed to survey and lay out lands for 
sale and occupation. 

6. I approve your nomination of Messrs, Travaillot and Hicks to be Assistant 
Commissioners of Crown lands at Thompson’s River and Fort Yale, also of Mr. William 
Henry Bevis to be Revenue officer at Fort Langley. | | 

7. In ah earlier Despatch, No. 8, of the 14th August,* I mentioned my intention 
of selecting a Collector of Customs for British Columbia. 

I have now to state that I have appointed Mr. Wymond Hamley to this Office, with 
a salary of 400/. per annum. He will proceed in the “Thames City” in the course 
of a few days. With respect to offices generally, which the public exigencies may 
compel you to create, and for which selections should be made in England, I have to 
observe that [ consider it of great importance to the general social welfare and dignity 
of the Colony that gentlemen should be encouraged to come from this Kingdom, not 
as mere adventurers seeking employment, but in the hope of obtaining professional 
occupations for which they are calculated, such, for instance, as Stipendiary Magistrates 
or Gold Commissioners. You will, therefore, report to me, at your early convenience, 
whether there is any field for such situations, and describe as accurately as you can 
the peculiar qualifications which are requisite, in order that I may assist you by making 
he best selections in my power. It is quite natural that the servants of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company should, from their knowledge of business, their abilities and services, 
have a very fair claim to consideration and share in the disposal of the local patronage. 
But caution should be observed against yielding to any appearance of undue favour or 
exclusiveness to the servants of that Company. You will carefully remember that the 
public interests are the first consideration; and that it should be known that employment 
in the public service is as open and fair in British Columbia as in every other of the 
Queen’s Colonial Possessions. For these reasons it is still more desirable that careful 
appointments should be made in England. 

8. I have to thank you for the newspaper from Victoria. It furnishes useful and 
interesting intelligence, and I shall. be glad if you will occasionally transmit to me any 
other newspapers which contain matter worthy of attention. You will not fail to write 
to me fully by each mail, as Her Majesty’s Government wish to know every thing that 
passes of importance in British Columbia. 





I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, (Signed) KE. B. LYTTON, 
&c. &c. 

No. 26. 

Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dovue.as. 

(No. 22.) 
Sir, Downing Street, September 23, 1858. 


Rererrine to my Despatch, No. 7. of the 2d instant,* I have the honour to transmit 
to you herewith a Warrant under the Royal Sign Manual, authorizing you to pass Letters 
Patent under the Public Seal of British Columbia appointing Colonel Moody to be Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works. 

I have, &c. _ 
Governor Douglas, (Signed)  E,. B. LYTTON. 


&ec, &c. 


PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 67 


No. 27. 
Copy of a DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B, Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dovueuas. 
(No. 25.) 
Sir, Downing Street, September 24, 1858. 


You will have observed that the Letters Patent which appoint you to’ be 
Governor of British Columbia contemplate the appointment also of a “ Lieutenant- 
Governor” or other officer commissioned by Her Majesty to administer the Government 
of the Colony in the event of your “ death, incapacity, removal, or absence from the 
said Colony.” 

The position and experience of Colonel Moody point him out as the most fitting 
person to hold the dormant Commission of Lieutenant-Governor, and I have accordingly 
advised Her Majesty to confer that appointment upon him. 

I enclose for your information copy of the Commission which has been given to Colonel 


Moody. 





I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, (Signed) E. B. LYTTON. 
&e. &c. 
No. 28. 
Covy of a DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
. Douauas. 
(No. 29.) 


Downing Street, October 11, 1858. 
Wiru reference to my Despatch No. 4. of the 2nd ultimo, I have to inform you 
that Mr. Begbie’s salary as Judge of British Columbia is fixed at 800/. per annum, pay- 
able from the Revenues of the Colony. 


Sr, 


I have, &c. 





Governor Douglas, (Signed) E. B. LYTTON. 
&e. &c. 
No. 29. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E, B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Doua.as. 


(Confidential. ) 


Sir, Downing Street, October 14, 1858. 

I nave to acknowledge your Despatch of the 30th of August, enclosing copies of 
the regulations issued for the management of the Gold Fields, and a Proclamation esta- 
blishing Harbour Regulations, &c. 

The latter I have transmitted to the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for 
Trade, with a view of obtaining their Lordships’ opinion; but the former relate to so 
important a branch of the administrative duties with which you are now charged, that I 
prefer very briefly calling your attention to some points which have suggested themselves 
to me, rather than postpone all communication on the subject till the next mail. 

I am sensible of the difficulty of criticising in England the details of those regulations 
which, from an experience of local circumstances and requirements, you have laid down 
for the guidance of the Gold Commissioners and miners in British Columbia. 

I feel also that rules which have been established in the Australian Colonies with 
good effect may be qualified by conditions in North America, which from a necessarily 
limited information on the subject I am unable to take into account. I am not, therefore, 
prepared to give you any definite instructions, or to insist upon any modifications which 
at first sight might seem desirable. | 

But whilst, therefore, on these grounds, and from a reliance on your judgment and 
discretion, I am desirous of giving you full freedom of action, I feel it right to place 
before you the impressions made upon me by a perusal of your regulations for the gold 
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British On the Instructions to the Assistant Gold Commissioners and to the Police I have no 
COLUMBIA: objection to offer. They appear to me in both cases to meet the objects which are to be 
~~ had in’ view. 

Taking, however, first, into consideration the rules prescribed in the case of alluvial 
gold, the regulations provide that licences at 21s. per month shall be taken out by each 
miner, such licences conferring a claim to the following spaces, viz., 25 feet of the 
bank of the river, 25 feet of each bank of a creek or ravine, or 20 square feet of table 
land. 

Such arrangements may be on the whole most congenial to the dispositions of the 
American miners whom you may have to consider; but I cannot forget that it was the 
system of enforcing from time to time the licence fee which created in Victoria so much 
dissatisfaction, and ultimately led to the Ballarat riots, and to the adoption of new rules. 
The Victorian system was in the main the same as that which you have apparently 
adopted. It exacted a licence fee of 1/. from each miner per month, and, as Sir Charles 
Hotham says, in a Despatch of 21st November 1855 to Sir William Molesworth, “ The 
‘¢ oreat and primary cause of complaint which I found was undoubtedly the licenos fee.” 

* % * = : 

‘“« Every miner was required to produce at a moment’s notice the licence which autho- 
‘“‘ yized him to dig. No excuse was admissible. ‘Theoretically, nothing could be more 
‘¢ just than that the man who profited by the gold should pay a proportion to the Crown 
“* for the right of extracting it, but practically nothing could be more unsound.” * * 
: % “ * « Even if he were rich enough to pay it, he often could not spare 
‘“‘ the time to go to the Government Office and obtain his licence. Thus a general 
‘“‘ antipathy to the licence system was engendered, and men’s minds prepared for an 
“ measure which might wash away the annoyance.” It was then decided that the 
monthly licence fee should be abolished, and be replaced, independently of royalties, 
first, by a miner’s annual certificate of 1/.; secondly, by the payment of 10/. per annum 
on every acre of alluvial soil; and, thirdly, by an indirect tax in the shape of 2s. 6d. 
export duty. on the ounce of gold. 

Experience seems, as far as we yet know, to have justified this change in Victoria, 
Discontent, with its attendant dangers, has been removed, and by the present system, 
which appears to be acquiesced in by all parties, a larger revenue is obtained than ever 
was the case under the earlier arrangement. I observe, indeed, by the last Victorian 
returns for 1856, that the duties on the export of gold amounted to more than 376,000/. 

It is, I doubt not, expedient to maintain a distinction between the search for gold in 
alluvial soil and its extraction by means of machinery from quartz rocks, and I conclude 
that the object which you have mainly had in view in your regulations on this branch of 
the subject has been to attract men of capital to the Colony. At the same time, I would 
request you to consider again with care the expediency of requiring so large a sum as 
2,000/. security from any individual entering upon this particular field of speculation. 

In Victoria, the royalty is not to exceed one-twentieth of the gross produce, instead of 
being as high as one tenth, and the payment exacted from the miner (1/. per yard) is 
probably less felt, and more remunerative in the long run, as it is in proportion to the work 
which he achieves, than would be the introduction of capital to the extent of 2,000/., which 
it must be further borne in mind is nugatory if subsequently invested in other objects of 
speculation, and burdensome to the individual giving the security if it is to lie idle. 

I do not question the correctness of your decision in assigning three years as the period 
when such licence must be renewea, though there might be cases where the erection of 
expensive machinery would require some latitude to be allowed in enforcing the rights of 
the Crown; but the condition that 20 men shall be simultaneously employed upon the 
claim 1s one which, under certain circumstances, might press somewhat hardly upon 
the miner. 

The seizure as Crown property of gold of any kind which has been procured without 
due authority is a question the propriety of which would be governed by the particular 
qrepmastanese of the case, and the means possessed by the local functionaries for enforcing 
the rule. 

I observe with satisfaction the foundations laid in these regulations for the creation of 
local tribunals, the attributions of which will enable them either to dispense a ready and 
simple justice, or to settle disputes by an arbitration on the spot and accessible to all. 

; I have, &c. 


Governor Douglas, (Signed ) E. B. LYTTON, 
&e, &c, 
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No 30. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dovanas. 
(No. 30.) 
Sir, Downing Street, October 16, 1858. 


I wave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 34., dated the 19th of 
August,* containing further reports of the progress of affairs in British Columbia, and 
urging the importance of your being provided with a military force. The information 
which this Despatch affords me as to the amount of military aid which you consider 
would be sufficient to enable you to provide for the maintenance of order amongst the 
large population which is being so rapidly attracted to the country by the reports of its 
auriferous wealth induces me to recapitulate to you the steps which I have taken to 
support your authority, and to explain to you the considerations by which I have been 
influenced in the various measures I have adopted to aid you in the arduous task of 
organizing the Government of the Colony. 

2. [trust that long ere this date your anxiety with respect to the presence on your 
coasts of an adequate naval force will have been allayed. EHven before the Act which 
constituted British Columbia into a Colony had received Her Majesty’s assent, I had 
urged upon the First Lord of the Admiralty the necessity of sending a frigate or 
man-of-war for the preservation of order in that district. In consequence of my 
representations the Lords of the Admiralty directed that Her Majesty’s ships on the 
Pacific Station should be reinforced, and instructed Admiral Baynes (since the time 
at which he addressed to you the letter that you have forwarded to me with your 
present Despatch) that the presence of a force in your waters was to be considered by 
him as a more pressing and important service than any other on his Station. By the 
last advices I was informed that Admiral Baynes would himself leave Callao for 
Vancouver's Island on the 28th of August, in his flag ship the ‘ Ganges.” He will, 
therefore, have arrived at the Island long since; and I confidently rely upon the 
Admiral, according to his Instructions, providing for all adequate naval support to this 
important part of Her Majesty’s Dominions. Indeed the First Lord of the Admiralty 
assures me, in reply to a letter I addressed to him, that Admiral Baynes “will be 
“ followed as quickly as possible by two frigates from China,” adding, ‘this was the 
** quickest mode of reinforcement we could possibly adopt, and in one case I sent a 
“ new captain overland to take the command of a ship in China which had become 
“ vacant, and proceed at once to the Pacific.” I request that you will report to me 
what vessels at the time this Despatch is received may be actually in your harbour 
designed for the special support of the Civil Government; and should you deem a 
still larger force to be requisite for the purpose, your representation to that effect shall 
have my immediate attention. 

3. With regard to your demand for a military force, it is gratifying to me to learn, 
from your statement that “the affairs of the Government might be carried on smoothly 
with even a single company of infantry,” that I had anticipated and indeed exceeded 
your requirements, by directions given at the earliest moment for sending to the Colony 
a party of 150 Royal Engineers. ‘The superior discipline and intelligence of this force, 
which afford ground for expecting that they will be far less likely than ordinary soldiers 
of the line to yield to the temptation to desertion offered by the gold fields, and their 
capacity at once to provide for themselves in a country without habitation, appear to 
me to render them especially suited for this duty, whilst by their services as pioneers in 
the work of civilization, in opening up the resources of the country, by the construction 
of roads and bridges, in laying the foundations of a future city or seaport, and in 
carrying out the numerous engineering works which in the earlier stages of colonization 
are so essential to the progress and welfare of the community, they will probably not 
only be preserved from the idleness which might corrupt the discipline of ordinary 
soldiers, but establish themselves in the popular goodwill of the emigrants by the civil 
benefits it will be in the regular nature of their occupation to confer. 

4, I regret that this force has been delayed in its departure, notwithstanding the 
unceasing care and pains I have devoted to the hastening of the necessary preparations ; 
but owing to arrangements with the different Departments of Government, the necessity 
for due care in the selection of the officers and men for the expedition, and the time 
required for preparing the vessels for sea, a delay unavoidably occurred that must have 
caused you an anxiety in which I fully sympathized. Instalments, however, of the force, 
consisting of twenty and twelye men respectively, under Captain Parsons and Captain 
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Grant, were depatched to the Colony vid Panama, on the 2nd and 17th of September. 
With the first of these detachments I forwarded your Commission as Governor, haying 
immediately on the return of the Queen from the Continent obtained Her Majesty’s 
signature, and taken your Commission myself on board the vessel in which the instalment 
of Engineers under Captain Parsons sailed from Southampton. I am glad to be able now 
to inform you that the “Thames City” has recently left England, having on board 
119 men of the expedition. This vessel will be followed in a few days by the “ Briseis,” 
laden with stores, &c. belonging to the party; and a small number of men and some 
additional stores will be sent in the “ Euphrates,” which is expected to sail in about a 
month’s time. Colonel Moody, who commands the expedition, will proceed to British 
Columbia vid Panama on the 30th instant, to be in readiness to receive the main body of 
Engineers on their arrival. 

5. Having thus reviewed the military assistance which I have afforded to you, it 
only remains for me to indicate the policy to be observed in its employment, and 
particularly to explain to you more fully the objections which I pointed out in my 
recent Despatch, No. 20. of the 16th ultimo,* to the use of this force in the collection 
of revenue. | 

6. The employment of a royal military force for the purpose of compelling the pay- 
ment of taxation would in itself be undesirable, and fraught with danger, even in ordinary 
cases and amidst the most docile population. And it seems to me that objections to 
such an employment are still stronger in the case of an impost like a licence for gold 
digging, which would become so odious as to necessitate abandonment if it led to dis- 
putes between the adventurers and the military, which might terminate in bloodshed and 
loss of life. A military force should be considered primarily as intended for the purpose 
of resisting foreign aggression. Its employment in the internal control of the community 
must be regarded as strictly subsidiary to the ordinary means of enforcing obedience to 
the orders of the civil power, and should be resorted to only when those means have, 
through unexpected circumstances, been found insufficient. The Governor of the Colony 
should on \these principles use every endeayour to render the authority of the Civil 
Government independent of his military force, and thus’ be in a position to feel the full 
advantage of the moral support which the military afford to legitimate authority in 
proportion to the rarity of their interference. On the other hand, nothing is so important 
to the peace and progress of the Colony as a well-organized and effective Police; and 
I find that a Police is always feeble in Colonies that have been accustomed in every dis- 
turbance to rely upon soldiers. It is by the establishment of this Civil Constabulary, with 
a sufficient staff of Stipendiary Magistrates, that I would wish the Colonists to co-operate 
with the Government in the requisite protection to life and property. Hence I have sent 
to you the most experienced and trustworthy person I could select amongst the Irish 
Constabulary (a body of men peculiarly distinguished for efficiency ), to serve as Inspector 
of the Police, and to carry out your Instructions for the formation of a civil force of that 
character. 

You will not, however, suppose from the above observations that armed force, where 
required for its legitimate duties, will fail to the defence and security of this new part of 
Her Majesty’s Dominions. <A naval display of the protection that Great Britain affords 
to the settlers is, no doubt while I write, already in your harbour, and in sending to you 
a military force more than that which you state as sufficient I have to add, that should 
the chance of collision with the Indians, or other elements of danger, need in your judg- 
ment additional reinforcements, and you can discern the means by which mere soldiers of 
the line can be kept from desertion and rendered securely serviceable, your wishes will 
not fail to meet with earnest and ready consideration. 

7. Colonel Moody, however, agrees with me in assuming that, in a population of gold 
diggers, there will be always enough disappointed adventurers in the prime of life who 
would enlist at need under the British Flag, and that, having secured able officers, recruits 
could thus be raised on the spot, more rapidly and economically than military aid could 
be sent to you from England. With this view (on the correctness of which I should be 

lad of your opinion), | have sent to you, under Colonel Moody, a few practised and 
skilful men for cavalry and artillery drill, who are intended to form a nucleus and frame- 
work in the Colony itself for such additional military force as may be required. 

8. It is my object to provide for, or to suggest to you how to meet, all unforeseen 
exigencies in the Colony as they may arise ; but my views are based on the assumption 
that the common interest in life and property will induce the immigrants to combine 
amongst themselves for ordinary purposes, and that, when danger needing military force 
arises, they will readily gather round and swell the force, which will thus expand in pro- 
portion as circumstances require. From England we send skill and discipline; the raw 
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material (that is the mere men), a Colony intended for free institutions, and on the 
borders of so powerful a neighbour as the United States of America, should learn betimes 
of itself to supply. 

9. With the scanty information which Her Majesty’s Government possess of the 
nature of the climate of British Columbia in the winter, in the absence of any experience 
as to the amount of population which may remain during that season at the diggings, 
they are unable to judge what degree of activity in mining operations may then prevail, 
what consequently may be the chance during the winter months of armed frays or col- 
lisions, and to what extent Revenue and Colonization may be then making progress. But 
they are led to anticipate that in the winter there must be that pause in immigration 
and its concomitant difficulties which may allow the preliminary settlement of questions 
of law and police, and enable you to communicate to them the probable wants and 
probable resources of the Colony; so that when, at the return of spring, immigration and 
activity recommence, all suitable preparations may have been made, and the safety and 
development of the Colony fully and deliberately provided for. It will be very essential, 
for this purpose, that you should instruct Her Majesty’s Government by the best conjec- 
ture that you may be able to arrive at, of the probable Revenue on which to calculate ; 
since, in proportion to that Revenue, must be the rapidity with which the Home Govern- 
ment can aid in the growth of the Colony. 

10. Referring to the laudable co-operation in the construction of the road which has 
been evoked by your energy from the good sense and public spirit of the miners, I rejoice 
to see how fully that instance of the zeal and intelligence to be expected from the volun- 
tary efforts of immigrants, uniting in the furtherance of interests common to them all 
bears out the principle of policy on which I designed to construct a Colony intended for 
self-government, and trained to its exercise by self-reliance. ‘The same characteristics 
which haye made these settlers combine so readily in the construction of a road will, I 
trust, under the same able and cheering influence which you prove that you so well know 
how to exercise, cause them equally to unite in the formation of a Police, in the establish- 
ment of law, in the collection of Revenue, in short, in all which may make individual life 
secure and the community prosperous. I trust you will assure the hardy and spirited 
men who have assisted in this preliminary undertaking how much their conduct is appre- 
ciated by Her Majesty’s Government. . 

11. I feel thankful for the valuable services so seasonably and efficiently rendered by 
the “‘ Satellite” and ‘‘ Plumper.” . 

12. I cannot conclude without a cordial expression of my sympathy in the difficulties 
you have encountered, and of my sense of the ability, the readiness of resource, the wise 
and manly temper of conciliation, which you have so signally displayed ; and I doubt not 
that you will continue to show the same vigour, and the same discretion in its exercise ; 
and you may rely with confidence on whatever support and aid Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment can afford to you. 





T have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, ( Signed ) E. B. LYTTON. 
&c. &e. 
No. 31. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrton, Bart., to Governor 
Doua.as. 


Sir, Downing Street, October 16, 1858. 
Tuoveu I think that you must be in complete possession of my views in respect 
to the employment of the Royal Engineers, who have been despatched to British 
Columbia, I desire, nevertheless, and for fear of any possible misunderstanding on your 
part, to mention that to Colonel Moody and his men do I look for the performance of 
all the surveying duties in the Colony, and therefore to caution you against accepting the 
services of other Surveyors or assistants, whose employment would add so much to the 
heavy expenses which the Colony at its outset is called upon to defray. 
. I have, &c. 

Governor Douglas, (Signed ) E. B. LYTTON. 

&e, &c. 
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No. 32. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dovavas. 
(No. 32.) 
SIR, Downing Street, October 19, 1858. 


I encrosr for your information a copy of a letter from the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, announcing to me the munificent endowment offered by Miss Burdett Coutts for 
the foundation of a See in British Columbia, together with my reply to that com- 
munication. 

I have, as you will perceive by the correspondence, gladly accepted this noble contribu- 


‘tion to the cause of Christianity ; and I rejoice to think that the service and ministrations 


of the Church will not be wanting to the early stages of Colonial life. 
I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, (Signed) E. 'B. LY TR 
&e, &e. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 32. 


SIR, Lambeth, September 27, 1858. 

T nAVE the honour to acquaint you, that in consequence of the importance which is likely to 
belong to the Colony of British Columbia, and the expediency of providing for the Spiritual Instruction 
of the population assembling there, Miss Burdett Coutts has empowered me to propose the appoint- 
ment of a Bishop there, who may take the oversight of the Clergy, and superintend the religious 
interest of the country and people; and for that purpose she is prepared to furnish an endowment of 
the See to the amount of 15,0007. 

I am in hopes that Her Majesty’s Government may consider this so desirable a measure as to 
consent to the erection of the See. 
I have, &e. 
The Right Honourable Sir E. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) J. B. CANTUAR. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 32. 


My Lorp ARCHBISHOP, Downing Street, October 7, 1858. 

I maven the honour to acknowiedge your letter of the 27th ult., in which you inform me that 
Miss Burdett Coutts desires to devote the large sum of 15,000/. to the endowment of a Bishopric in 
the new Colony of British Columbia. | 

To lay the foundation of a Christian Church in all its completeness simultaneously with the 
establishment of a civil policy is a worthy system of colonization, in which, as your Grace rightly 
apprehends, Her Majesty’s Government will gladly co-operate to the best of their ability, and will offer 
every facility for the erection of the new See. For my own part, as the Minister especially charged 
with the superintendence and administration of the new Colony, I would desire, through your Grace, 
to express to Miss Burdett Coutts the high and grateful appreciation which I entertain of this her 
latest, but not least munificent, contribution to the purposes of Christianity and civilization. 

Of recent years, from various causes, the State has greatly departed from the ancient practice of 
supplementing by grants of land or money the requirements of the Colonial Church. That Church, in 
consequence, following the analogy of the freer system of self-government which has with happy 
effect been conceded to many of our Colonics, has thrown herself upon the voluntary efforts of her 
children, both abroad and at home; but the provision thus made for her Spiritual organization, if 
indeed less large in amount than it would have been had it been drawn from the ampler resources of 
the State, has been made in a spirit of self-sacrifice and devotion calculated to give permanent life 
and fixity to her teaching and Ecclesiastical system. 

The best recognition of the present munificent endowment will be found in its leading the colonists 
of British Columbia to imitate the self-denial and zeal to which their church will owe her early and 
effective organization 

Starting in her career under Episcopal guidance, and complete in all the parts of her system, that 
Church will commence her Missionary work with more than the usual promise of success, Her field 
of labour will undoubtedly be arduous. There must be many difficulties in the earlier stages of a 
society gathered from all parts of the world, and reflecting every variety of the human character; 
but thus constituted she will prove, I cannot doubt, not only a teacher, but a civilizer; not only a 
spiritual, but a social blessing, lending in the new world, as in the old, her direct and powerful aid 
to law and order, bringing education in her train, and reminding the adventurers and Colonists of 
British Columbia that it is the right use, and not the mere acquisition, of wealth which makes com- 
munities, as well as individuals, truly prosperous and happy. 

i I have, &c. 
i (Signed) K. B. Lyrron, 
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No. 33. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dovua.as. 
(No. 35.) 
Sr, Downing Street, November 1, 1858. 


Wiru reference to my Despatch, No. 22, of the 23rd September*, I transmit here- 
with, for your information, a copy of the Instructions which I have addressed to Colonel 
Moody on the eve of his departure to assume his duties in British Columbia. 

I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, (Signed ) E. B. LYTTON, 
&c. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 33. 


Sir, Downing Street, October 29, 1858. 

1. I ruryx it will be for your satisfaction if I endeavour to reduce to writing, by 
way of General Instructions, the outlines of that policy for the new Colony of British 
Columbia which your services, I trust, will assist to develope. 

My views as to the uses of a purely military force, in the commencement of a Colony 
like the present, I am happy to believe are in accordance with your own. 

2. [I would, at the earliest period, impress upon the Colonists the distinction between 
disorders arising from internal riot or disturbance, and the dangers that may threaten 
from foreign aggression. 

3. In the first, it is not only the duty, it should be the pride, of a youthful and 
vigorous community to find means of defence within itself. The consciousness that it 
is compelled to do so engenders a brave and resolute spirit amongst the immigrators, and 
serves to bind man to man against turbulence and crime, by the sense of the common 
safety. I will even add, that where a society finds its best safeguard in the habitual 
reverence for Jaw, and cannot, in every emergency, appeal to the armed force of the 
Parent State, a high moral tone of sentiment and opinion becomes silently formed, and 
even lawless and vehement natures are brought into the calm social compact by which 
the public interests mould the national character into respect for the laws that preserve 
hearths and property, and for the qualities that command others without the resort to 

force. 

_ 4, Nothing can be more likely to sap the manhood and virtue of any young com- 
munity than the error of confounding the duties of soldiers with the ordinary functions 
of a police. Nevertheless, though soldiers do not constitute a police, there are few 
societies in which the authority of the civil power is not more respectfully obeyed where 
it is understood that against disorderly force there is always in reserve the unflinching 
aid of military discipline. 

5. In a Colony like British Columbia, in which it is reasonable to assume that the 
first immigrants will be men too accustomed to danger to be daunted by the menace of 
force, but too eager for gold not to respect the means by which gold, when obtained, is 
secured to its owner, soldiers will be popular in proportion as the strength which they 
afford to law is tacitly felt rather than obtrusively paraded. 

6. No soldiers are likely to be so popular as Royal Engineers; partly, let me hope, 
from their own military discipline and good conduct; partly from the very respectable 
class which they represent; partly from the civil nature of their duties im clearing the 
ready way for civilization. ‘Thus, if not ostentatiously setting forth its purely military 
character, the force at your command will nevertheless, whenever occasion may need its 
demonstration, do its duty as soldiers no less than as surveyors. And I need not add 
that, should the Governor require your assistance in your military capacity, you will 
render it as freely as if uo civil services were attached to your mission. But while the 
Colonists should be taught the necessity of providing against internal disturbance,—while 
they should learn to rally round the law, and create themselves the machinery for giving 
that law its ordinary effect,—on the other hand, they must not be left to suppose that 
against external aggression Great Britain would not render them the aid due to the 
dignity of her Crown, and the safety of her subjects in every part of Her Majesty’s 
Dominions ;—for wherever England extends her sceptre, there, as against the foreign 
enemy, she pledges the defence of her sword. 

7. It will also be borne in mind that in a Settlement which is surrounded by savage 
tribes, while sound policy will dictate every effort to conciliate the goodwill and confi- 
dence of such uncivilized neighbours, and while humanity will shrink from the applica- 
tion of armed force against the aborigines wherever it can be avoided, yet some military 
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British strength and disciplined organization are essential preservatives to the settlers; and 
CotumBiA. indeed a resort, when needed, to soldiers, well commanded, will be attended with far 
“~~ less loss of life, with actions far less sanguinary, than where the white man is left to 
defend himself against the red, without that decided superiority which is conferred by 
military skill over savage force. In such conflicts the want of discipline is the want of 

mercy. 

8. Tier will hasten to inform yourself of the true social circumstances of the 

~ community thus neighboured by Indian tribes, and containing in itself adventurers of 
all nations, and will faithfully report to me your impressions as to the expediency 
of a greater or a different kind of military force sent from this country than that under 
your command, and the probability of keeping such a force free from desertion, and 
steadfast in dicipline. 

9. At present it is my belief, as I understand it to be your own, that additional military 
force as against Indian aggression, or for the preservation of order, could be most 
economically and effectively raised on the place itself and amongst the immigrant 
population, whether as volunteers or militia under British officers, for a limited period 
or in anticipation of any sudden danger. But I must submit the accuracy of that 
belief to your military and Colonial experience on the spot, in connexion with the advice 
of the Governor. 

10. It seems, meanwhile, a good augury of the co-operation of the Colonists in all 
measures demanding public spirit, that miners themselves are constructing a road, 
of which seven miles are completed,—that they organized themselves into bands under 
leaders,—thus recognizing discipline as the element of success in all combined 
undertakings. Each miner thus employed deposited with the Governor 25 dollars 
as security for good conduct. I need not add, that a Governor who could thus at 
once inspire confidence and animate exertion must have many high qualities which 
will ensure your esteem, and add to the satisfaction with which you will co-operate with 
his efforts. 

On this subject I am bound, in justice to both parties, to guard against any risk. of 
misapprehension as to your respective duties and powers. Whilst I feel assured that the 
Governor will receive with all attention the counsel or suggestions which your military 
and scientific experience so well fit you to offer, I would be distinctly understood when 
I say that he is, not merely in a civil point of view, the first magistrate in the State, but 
that I feel it to be essential for the public interests that all powers and responsibilities 
should centre in him exclusively. Nothing could be more prejudicial. to the prosperity 
of the Colony than a conflict between the principal officers of Government. 

11. In reference to the Civil Department of your duties, your first object will be to 
commence the operations necessary for the land sales, by which the expenses of survey 
are to be defrayed. You will consult with the Governor as to the choice of sites for a 
maritime town, probably at the mouth of Iraser’s River, and for any more inland 
Capital to which the circumstances of the territory will suggest the most appropriate 
site. | 

12. You will not fail to regard with a military eye the best position for such towns 
and cities, as well as for the engineering of roads and passes, or the laying the founda- 
tions of any public works. 

Experience on the spot will best guide you as to the most economical distribution of 
the work by the force under your command. All that belongs to comprehensive survey 
and public works must belong to the labour of the Royal Engineers. But the ordinary 
fillings in of allotments for sale had better, perhaps, be executed by contract, and in 
order to prevent additional burthen on Colonial revenues, it would be well that the cost 
of survey in allotments be added to the price of them, and each individual thus purchase 
his land surveyed and cleared. 

13. I need scarcely add, that it will be among vour first cares to smooth the difficul- 
ties of communication by land and water. If you can at slight cost render the Fraser 
River navigable to a further extent than it is at present, you will direct your science to 
that object. = * * * . 

14. Ceeteris paribus, it probably would be better to keep Vancouver and British 
Columbia under separate Governments ; but geography and circumstance are imperious 
dictators, and control the theories by which, at a distance, we would map out common- 
wealths and restrict territorial divisions ; and therefore I would have you thoughtfully 
consider both the safest and readiest modes of access to British Columbia from the 
Pacific, and the several relations between British Columbia and Vancouver’s Island 
indicated by nature and probability. 

15. You will further report upon any harbours which exist on any part of our coasts, 
or any natural facilities which exist for their construction. 
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16. You will remember that gold is not the only mineral in which British Columbia 
is said to be rich. You will examine and report to Her Majesty's Government upon 
all its other mineral productions. 

17. You will ascertain the real value of the coal for all purposes of steam communi- 
cation, both in British Columbia and Vancouver; not only its quality, but the easy 
working of its mines; whether the coal lies deep or near the surface; whether 
mining operations are likely to be impeded by much water, bearing in mind that in coal, 
as in all else, the product is to be estimated by the degree and cost of labour which the 
supply may necessitate. 

18. In this, as in all the mineral products of those Districts, I entreat you to form 
the most dispassionate and careful judgment, and rather to own ignorance or doubt 
than ever to allow yourself to be misled by reliance on untested statements. The more 
ordinary resources of the Colony, in fisheries, in timber, in the various soils, and the 
extent of them, favourable to agricultural produce, will command your attention, and 
contribute materials to your reports. 

19. With the United States of America so close on the frontiers of the Colony, and 
their citizens mingled amongst the immigrators; with the Indian tribes, not as yet 
unfriendly, nor indocile when kindly treated, but thievish by habit, and maddened by 
the least indulgence in ardent spirits; with a population of settlers in itself so varied and 
shifting in its character, I need not point out to you the grave necessity of impressing on 
your officers and men the duties of self-restraint, of forbearance, good temper, and the 
discretion which avoids provocation and offence. 

I would commend to you emphatically the noble art of conciliating varieties of human 
kind, with the essential concomitants of dignity, sincerity, and firmness. This art, 
which is amongst the rarest and happiest attributes of statesmen in old societies, is 
comparatively easy, because more vitally necessary, to those who are called upon to aid 
in reducing to harmony and order the manifold elements of a new community. 

20. I would especially have you use your influence with the men to abstain from 
drink in a country where intoxication is not unlikely to be a common vice, and by 
soldierly bearing and respectability of conduct to maintain the high character of that 
part of the English Army from which they are drawn. 

21. You will come in contact with Germans, Frenchmen, Americans ; with many who 
may, perhaps, have prejudices against English institutions and the English character. 
Most of these prejudices will vanish when they who entertain them are brought into 
familiar acquaintance with that union of energy and prudence, of the devotion to duty, 


which Englishmen so quietly blend with the attachment to freedom; and the spirit of 


loyalty, truth, and upright dealing, which signalize the brighter, and, I believe, the 
larger, portion of our national character and race. But if those qualities be common to 
all classes of our countrymen, at least they become more manifest and attractive when 
set forth with that courtesy, high breeding, and urbane knowledge of the world which 
dignify the English gentleman and the British officer; and I anticipate no small advan- 
tage towards stamping our native idiosyncracies on a Colony which may comprise so 
many foreigners, and promoting a high social standard of civilization, from the fact that 
yourself and your brother officers are amongst its practical founders, and cannot fail by 


the nature of the civil services you render to be brought into frequent and friendly com-. 


munication with all classes of settlers. 

22. I trust that you will work in perfect harmony with the Governor; and that his 
experience of the localities and of the character of the native population, with your own 
professional science, will combine to expedite the progress and develope the resources of 
the Colony. 

23. You will not forget the caution I have so strenuously impressed on you in our 
conversations, viz., that it is a duty we owe to the Colony itself to hazard no large 
outlays and incur no unnecessary expenses until an adequate Revenue be raised and 
secured. 

24. At the very sound of a Gold Mine avarice and extravagance awake together, and 
to all the suggestions of rational prudence there is the vulgar outcry, “ the gold pays for 
all.” Now as the mother country expects all Colonies not conquered nor founded for 
purely Imperial purposes to be self-supporting, and as in this Colony she has more than 
ordinary reason in its mineral resources to do so, nothing could be more unjust to the 
infant settlement, more retard its prosperity, or lay seeds of more fertile discontent, than 
to saddle it prospectively with any financial burthens, not needed for safety and healthful 
development, while its Revenues yet remain a matter of speculation. 

25. It must be some time yet before immigrants will be permanently settled, Customs’ 
duties, &c. regularly established, and land allotments sold to any considerable extent ; 
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and the cost of survey itself in the Colonial pay of the Royal Engineers, &c. is the 
heaviest and almost the earliest item to which the resources of the Colony should be 
devoted. All augmentaticns of the expense thus calculated should be sedulously 
avoided, 

26. I have already explained to you personally (as 1 have informed the Governor), 
that it is my desire to see established in British Columbia as early as the state of society 
will permit free Representative Institutions ; but premature or precipitate action in such 
a case only weakens the object we have in view; and if the fabric is to be lasting the 
foundations of self-government should be laid with care. All regulations affecting an 
electoral franchise should be framed so as to suit the special community on which they 
are brought to bear. I should feel obliged by reports, as the result of your own 
unbiased opinions, as to the nature, habits, and conditions of the immigrant population ; 
the degree to which education exists; the probabilities of settled residents, and culti- 
vators of the soil, as distinct from casual adventurers, or the inhabitants of a seaport 
town; with such remarks, confidentially given, as may guide the judgment of Her 
Majesty’s Government in the frame-work of a constitution which will secure tranquillity 
and order as the only genuine safeguards of popular freedom. These reports, with any 
other you may remit to me, will be sent, of course, through the Governor. 

I haye, &c. 
Colonel Moody, R.E. (Signed) EK. B. LYTTON. 
&c. &c. 
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APPENDIX No. 2. 





Hanp Boox to the Gold Regions of Fraser’s and Thompson’s Rivers, with TABLE Or DISTANCES. 
By Avexanper C. Anprerson, late Chief Trader, Hudson’s Bay Company’s Service. 


Nores in reference to the Routes of Communication with the Gold Region on Fraser’s River, 
explanatory of the accompanying Map. 


Fraser's River discharges itself into the Gulf of Georgia, a little to the north of the 49th parallel. 


The head waters of its principal branch interlock with those of the Columbia and the Athabasca. At 
the distance of 160 miles from its mouth it is joined by Thompson’s River, a large stream flowing 
from the eastward. As indicated in the Map, the Cascade range of mountains, which may be 
viewed as a continuation of the Sierra Nevada, ceases at this point. Here, and in its immediate 
vicinity, the diggings which are now creating so much excitement have been in progress since last 
summer, though their richness, now apparently so well authenticated, was not ascertained till more 
lately. 

hore are two distinct lines of approach to these mines: one by the direct route through Fraser’s 
River; the other by way of the Columbia River, by Portland and the Dalles, and thence with pack 
animals through the trails used until recently by the Hudson’s Bay Company for their communications, 
and for the transport of supplies for the interior. 

These routes will be separately considered. 


Route vid Fort Langley. 


Fort Langley, the lowest post of the Hudson’s Bay Company on Fraser’s River, is situated on the 
left* bank, about 25 miles from the entrance. Thus far the stream is navigable for vessels of consider- 
able burthen, the precaution of sounding or buoying the sand-heads at the entrance being first adopted, 
in the absence of a-qualified pilot. The ascent, however, short as the distance is, is rather tedious 
for a sailing vessel, as the river is land-locked, and the winds consequently irregular and baffling. 

Fort Hope is a small post situated near the mouth of the Que-que-alla River, which falls in 
69 miles above Langley. Thence to the foot of the “ Falls” is 12 miles further. From that point to 
Thompson’s River Forks is a distance of 54 to 55 miles by the travelled route. 

It is questionable how far above Langley a vessel of any considerable draught could readily be 
taken ; but from that post to Fort Hope there seems to be no room to doubt that an efficient steamer 
of light draught could be advantageously navigated, and, indeed, for some miles higher up. Above 
the Falls, however, the obstacles to steam navigation, and especially at the higher stages of the water, 
I judge to be very serious. 

Hitherto, bateaux of. about three tons burthen have been employed by the Hudson’s Bay Company 
for transport below the Falls; a slow method when the water is high, as the ascent can then be 
effected only by warping along shore, with the aid of Indian canoes to pass the lines. By this tedious 
process, an ascent was made during the freshet of 1848, to the foot of the Falls, in eight days; under 
ordinary circumstances, it would occupy five. 

There is a trail (indicated in the sketch as “ Douglas Portage”) from the upper Teet Village, below 
the Falls, to Spuz-zum, above the Falls, the lowest village of the Saw-mee-nas, or Couteaux. It is 
much longer, but not so rough as the passage of the river bank, which is for some distance extremely 
broken. Both these portages are on the right bank. 

The series of rapids called the ‘ Falls” is about three miles in length. There is no such abrupt 
descent as the name implies. At low water these rapids may be ascended with light craft, by making 
kei but at the higher stages of the water they present a difficulty almost insurmountable. 

uring the summer season the rocky shores of the “ Falls” are thronged by Indians from the lower 
country, who resort thither for the salmon fishery. A ceaseless feud, I may here mention, prevails 
between the Couteau and the lower Indians, who differ from each other widely in many respects. 

At Spuz-zum, six miles above the Falls, the river is crossed to the left bank, where is the terminus 
of a horse trail, opened in 1847 and 1848, across the mountains from the Similk-ameen country, but 
abandoned afterwards as ineligible, chiefly on account of the difficulties of the Falls. 

This trail follows the river to Ke-que-loose, six miles further. At this point is the grave of a 
servant of the Hudson’s Bay Company, who, in 1848, was found shot near the encampment, under 
circumstances which justified the belief that he died by his own voluntary act. <A large cedar statue, 
of Indian workmanship, and a small enclosure, mark the spot. The banks of the river immediately 
above this are very rugged; consequently the trail ascends the height (some two thousand feet or 


more), crosses it, and descends upon Anderson’s River, at the Forks of which two bridges were 


formerly in existence. 

- The Similk-ameen trail continues inland hence; that leading to the Forks of Thomson’s River (indi- 
eated by a trail-line in the sketch) diverges, and after a few miles travel again strikes Fraser’s River, 
at Tqua-yowm, a populous village, six miles above Ke-que-loose, and situated at the mouth of 
Anderson’s River. 

Thence to the Forks of Thompson’s River, where the miners were last at work, is estimated at 
thirty-three and a half miles, through a hilly road, in places very stony, and impassable for loaded 
horses without a large amount of labour in its improvement. Several streams fall in between Tqua- 
Mir and the Forks, one of which during the freshets has to be ferried over with canoes. From 

qua-yowm upwards a marked change in the character of the scenery takes place ; though rugged, it 


* 





* In this, and all other instances where the like distinctions may be employed, it is with reference to the descending stream. 
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is less densely timbered than the lower country, and shows every evidence of a drier climate. The 
vicinity of Tqué-yowm itself is rather picturesque ; but, what is of more importance, it enjoys a prolific 
salmon fishery during the season. 

From the Forks of Thompson’s River, horse roads extend in both directions up “raser’s River, 
and along Thompson’s River, as indicated in the map. 

I will now proceed to point out some of the difficulties which embarrass this route, and which, 
until some better system be organized than at present exists, are deserving certainly of serious 
consideration. 

Assuming the miner to have reached the foot of the Falls by bateau or other conveyance, (and let 
me here remark that there is no practicable way of reaching this point from Fort Langley except by 
water), the more formidable impediments to his progress are still in advance. Horses are not pro- 
curable here; nor, if procurable, is the country suited for their subsistence. The navigation of the 
Falls at high water cannot be accomplished; nor, indeed, is the upper portion of the river to be 
navigated without difficulty at that stage. At the lower stage, these difficulties are so far modified 
that they may be overcome by portages; but it is to be premised that a certain amount of skill and 
experience in canoe navigation, which every one is not supposed to possess, is a necessary condition 
of the undertaking. ‘The alternative is to proceed on foot; but my previous notes will have shown 
that the trail is a rough one, full of painful inequalities. It would, therefore, be impracticable to 
convey in this way more than a very limited amount of provisions, to say nothing of tools and 
other necessaries for mining operations. ; 

From Fort Hope there is a horse trail across the mountains; but no horses are to be procured 
there, as indeed not any are kept. All these animals, when required for transport, are brought 
from across the mountain range, and return forthwith. Moreover, the Fort Hope trail does not 
strike the mining region, but unites with the trail from the Columbia valley, to be presently 
considered. I subjoin a resumé of the distances by the direct trail : 








Miles. 
Mouth of Fraser’s River to Fort Langley ~ - - - 25 
To Que-que-alla River - - - “ - 69 
To Falls - - - - - - > the 
— 81 
Falls Rapids - . - - - - mite fae 
To Spuz-zum - - - - - - 6 
To Ke-que-loose ~ - - - - - 6 
To Tquaé-yowm - - - - . - - 6 
To Forks of Thompson’s River - - = - 334 
—— 541 
Total - > - - 1604 
MeMorANDUM OF DisTANCES BY THE Fort Hore Route. 
Miles. 
Fort Hope to the top of Manson’s Mountain - - - 12 
Across the valley to Campement du Chevreuil (summit of the Cascade 
range) - : - - - - toutes re A 
To lake near height of land in Blackeye’s Portage - - - 25 
To Tseistn, or Campement des Femmes : - - - 20 
To Rocher de la Biche - - - - = eee 
Total, to the junction with Dalles Trail - - — 87 
From Rocher de la Biche to Forks of Thomson’s River - - - 85 
Total, Fort Hope to Forks, Thompson’s River - - 172 
Mouth of Fraser’s River to Fort Hope - - - - - 84 
Distance vid Fort Hope—Total 4 ° + 256 


—— 
N B.—The above distances, as far as Rocher de la Biche, are noted according to the encampments 
it is necessary to make in order to secure scanty pasturage in the mountain for pack animals, 


Route vid Columbia Ricer and the Dalles. 


Every facility of steam navigation exists between Portland and the Dalles. The transit between 
these two points is performed in part of two days, the intervening night being passed at the Cascades, 
where travellers are well accommodated. An attempt is being made to extend steamboat navigation — 
as far as the Priest’s Rapids, sixty miles above Walla-Walla, and one hundred and ninety from the — 
Dalles; but the success of this project is thus far undecided. 

With horses there are two routes to the Priest’s Rapids: one crossing the Columbia River at the 
Dalles, passing over the dividing ridge to the Yackama Valley, and continuing across until the — 
Columbia is again struck at the point in question, where the Columbia is recrossed to its left bank 
(N.B.—'This trail in crossing the Yackama Valley joins the trail which parties from Puget’s 
Sound, crossing by the Nachess Pass, would necessarily follow. ‘The necessity of crossing to the 
left bank at the Priest’s Rapids arises from the impracticable nature of the country on the right side, 
between that point and Okinagan.) 
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The other route is by following the left bank of the Columbia from the Dalles to Walla-Walla, 
crossing the Snake River at its mouth, and thence continuing along the Columbia to the Priest’s 
Rapids. (N.B.—There are several modifications of the latter portion of this route, some of which 
are shorter ; but I instance this for simplicity.) 

The first described route is much the shorter, as the great bend of the Columbia River is cut off 
by it; but the double crossing of the Columbia is a serious obstacle; and the Yackama River, when 
high, is a troublesome impediment. 

For this reason I should prefer the longer route by Walla-Walla, and the more so as it is 
passable at all seasons, which the other is not, owing to snow in the mountain. 

There is good grass by both routes. 

From the Priest’s Rapids the Indian trail is followed up some 25 miles, when it strikes off the 
river, and enters the Grande Coulée, an extraordinary ravine, the origin of which has been a matter 
of much speculation. A portion of it is approximately sketched on the map. The bottom of this 
ravine is very smooth, and affords excellent travelling; good encampments are found at regular 
intervals. After following it for about 60 miles, the trail strikes off for the Columbia, at a point u 
few miles beyond a small lake, called by the voyageurs Le Lac al Eau Bleue. (N.B.—It is necessary 
to encamp at this lake. There is a small stream 25 miles or so before reaching the lake, which is 
another regular encampment ; and again another streamlet about 30 miles short of that last mentioned, 
where it would likewise be necessary to encamp. This would be the first encampment in the Grande 
Coulée after leaving the Columbia. I cannot recall any encamping grounds, other than these three, 
in this portion of the road.) 

Striking off from the point mentioned in a direction about N.N.W.., the trail reaches the Columbia a 
few miles above Fort Okinagan, which post is called 25 miles from the Grande Coulée. Ferrying at 
the fort (the horses being swum), the trail ascends the Okinagan River, cutting points here and there, 
as shown in the sketch. At about 60 miles from the post is the Similk-a-meen Fork. The Okinagan 
is crossed just above the junction. This crossing is narrow, and at the ordinary stage of the water 
ean be forded with ease; at a higher stage, a canoe is hired. There is usually a pretty large 
concourse of Indians at this point during the salmon season. It is good policy to supply the chief 
with a little tobacco, to smoke with his followers. Goodwill is thus cheaply secured. 

From the Forks the trail ascends the Similk-a-meen; but as the lower part of that river, where 
it breaks into the Okinagan Valley, is very rugged, it is advisable to ascend the Okinagan some miles, 
and along the lakes, by the main road towards Kamloops. <A trail then branches off, as by the 
sketch, and ascends the hills towards the Similk-a-meen. After proceeding some distance, there is 
a small lake, affording a good encampment (called in the map “ Crow Encampment”). Continuing 
thence, the trail falls on the Similk-a-meen above the obstacles referred to, The valley of the 
Similk-a-meen abounds in good pasture. Except during the freshets, the stream is readily fordable ; 
and the trail accordingly is made to cross it frequently at such seasons, whereby several hills and 
some stoney places are avoided. During the freshets the left bank is followed without interruption. 

At the Red Earth Fork the Similk-a-meen is left. The trail, following up a branch of this valley 
watered by the Red Earth stream, &c. crosses the height of land which divides the watershed 
of Fraser’s River from that of the Columbia, and descends towards Nicholas Lake. A few miles 
before reaching the lake there is a cut off, indicated in the sketch, which strikes Nicholas River 
below the outlet of the lake. This river is crossed to its right bank, and followed about thirty-five 
miles, when it is recrossed (by fording in both cases at the ordinary stage of the water); and the 
point is cut, seventeen miles to Nicd-o-meen on Thompson’s River. (N.B.—Besides the advantage 
of this cut off in point of shortness, the right bank of the’stream is very steep and broken between 
the lower crossing and the junction of the stream with Thompson’s River at Thlik-um-chee-na.) 

Nicd-o-meen is the commencement of the mining region, as so far declared. Thence it is thirteen 
miles to the Forks of Thompson’s River. 

I now append an estimate of the distances by this route, which will be found, I trast, reliable ; and 
T also add a memorandum of the encampments which a party with pack animals might expect to 
make. 


Estimate or DIsTANces. 
Miles. 
From the Dalles across the Yackama Valley to the crossing place above 
Priest’s Rapids - - - - - - - 125 


Five days’ march with packs. 


By Walla- Walla. 


Dalles to Walla-Walla - - . - - - 130 

To crossing place above Priest’s Rapids —- - - - 60 
—- 190 

Eight days’ march with packs. 

From the Priest’s Rapids crossing to the Grande Coulée — - - 25 

Along the Grande Coulée— - - . - - - 60 

To Okinagan— - - - : - » 25 
— 116 
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Miles 
From Okinagan to Forks of Similk-a-meen —- - - "BO 
To Red Earth Fork - - = = - 90 
To cut-off near Nicholas Lake - = i" 4 151 
To lower crossing, Nicholas River - - : presi i 
Across to Nic&-o-meen - - - a : 2 Oery 
To Forks of Thompson’s River - - 2 a Pain 3 
--. 270 


Total distance from the Priest’s Rapid crossing place to Thompson’s River 
forks - - - - - - - - - 380 


Distance from the Dalles by the several Routes. 


Yackama route " - - ~ - - 125 x 380 = 405 
Walla-Walla - - “4 - az ~ - 190 x 380 = 570 


Estimate of March from the Priest's Rapids Crossing to the Forks of Thompson’s River. 


Ist—Encampment on the Columbia, near where the trail leaves the river. 
2nd—On first rivulet in Grande Coulée 
3rd—On second rivulet in do. 
4th—At the small lake in do. 
6th—At Okinagan. 
7th— Riviere & la Grise, or Rat Lake. 
8th—Upper Bonaparte’s River. 
9th—Forks of Similk-a-meen. 
10th—Crow Encampment. 
11th, 12th, and 13th — Along the Similk-a-meen. 
14th—At or beyond Red Earth Fork. 
15th—Near Rocher de la Biche. 
16th—Cut off near Nicholas Lake, 
17th—Upon Nicholas River. 
18th—Nick4-o-meen. 
19th—Forks of Thompson’s River. 


Or, 27 days from the Dalles, via Walla- Walla. 


It may be noted here that, throughout the distance, there are no obstacles to an easy march beyond 
those that I have endeavoured to note. Pasture and water are plentiful, and fuel, for the greater part 
of the distance, likewise abounds. Along the Columbia, the country is bare of timber; elsewhere the 
valleys are clear, the hills sparsely timbered with the Colville red pine (pinus ponderosa). There are 
numerous tracts of very fertile soil. 

As already mentioned, there are two trails across the Cascade range for the neighbourhood of the 
Similk-a-meen country; one striking to Ke-que-loose and Spuz-zum, above the Falls; the other at 
Fort Hope, below the Falls. The former was abandoned in 1849, chiefly on account of the 
difficulties of the Falls. As it approaches Fraser’s River, too, it is extremely rugged. The Fort 
Hope route is used by the Hudson’s Bay Company for the transport between Fraser’s River and the 
several inland districts. The route over the mountains is short, but rugged, and pasture is scarce. 
Tt is of course impassable with horses, except after the melting of the snows late in June, and until 
about the middle of October. Both these routes, as will be seen by the sketch, unite with the Dalles 
trail at different points. 


MEMORANDA AND NOTES 


On several Subjects connected with the Mining Region. 


The gold found in the Couteau country has so far been procured chiefly from dry diggings. It is 
“coarse” gold, and its quality stands high in the market. Considerable quantities are reported to 
have been dug by the natives, who, so far, appear to have been the chief miners. 

The Nicoutameens* or Couteaux are numerous. They and other branches of the great She-whap- 
much tribe inhabit the banks of Fraser’s River, from a little above the Falls to the frontier of New 
Caledonia. Their extreme poverty formerly made them roguish, and their reputation was bad; but 
my own experience of their character was nowise unfavourable. These Indians subsist chiefly on 
salmon and various kinds of roots and berries. Their salmon they cure by splitting and drying, either 
in the smoke or sun. 

The Indians between Fort Langley and the Falls, known as Hait-lins,: Pal-lalks, Teets, &c. 
according to the villages which they inhabit, differ widely from the Couteaux both in habits and 
language. ‘They are ingenious and thrifty, and having said this, it is about all I can say in their 





* Couteaux, or Knives, is merely a corruption by the Canadian voyagewrs of the native name. The Lower Indians call them 
Saw-mee-nd ; they, in turn, call the Lower Indians Sé-chi-no; neither party recognizing the foreign name, 
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fayour. They are, however, not indisposed towards whites, and, considerately treated, will doubtless 
remain so. 

As before mentioned, the upper and lower Indians have a standing feud, which is kept alive by a 
treacherous murder every now and then, as occasion presents. 

The miner visiting these regions will find no native resources beyond what the river supplies. 
Land animals are scarce, and withal so much hunted as to be extremely shy. Salmon can usually be 
bought very cheaply ; but as there is no salt save what may be imported, there is no way of curing 
the fish but by the Indian method. At Ska-oose, below the Forks, is a good sturgeon fishery ; 
and elsewhere in the eddies these fish may be caught. A strong line with some large cod hooks 
might be a useful addition to the miner’s equipment. Set lines are an efficient way of catching these 
fish, the bait a small fish, or what is better, when procurable, a lamprey-eel. There are trout in the 
streams; and on the Dalles communication grouse of various kinds, sage hens, and other fowl are 
generally abundant. 

In ascending Fraser’s River mosquitoes are very numerous during the summer season, and as the 
sea-breeze is rarely felt, the air is extremely sultry. Near the Tchae-tse-sum River, below Fort 
Hope, the mosquitoes suddenly cease, and thence upwards the river is free of these troublesome 


S. 

The regular freshets begin at the latter end of April, and last during May and June. About the 
15th of June may be regarded as the culminating point; and by the middle of July the waters are 
generally greatly subsided. ‘There is rarely a freshet of much consequence at any other season, but 
this sometimes happens, and I have known a sudden freshet from heavy rains in October raise the 
river beyond the summer limit. 

Snow begins to fall in the mountains early in October. In July there is still snow for a short 
distance on the summit of the Fort Hope trail, but not to impede the passage of horses. From the 
middle of October, however, to the middle of June, this track is not to be depended upon for transport 
with pack animals. 

The summer climate about the Forks is dry, and the heat is great. During winter the thermometer 
indicates occasionally from 20° to 30° of cold below zero of Fahrenheit ; but such severe cold seldom 
lasts on the upper parts of Fraser’s River for more than three days; the thermometer will then 
continue to fluctuate between zero and the freezing point, until possibly another interval of cold 
arrives. 

But the winters are extremely capricious throughout these regions, and no two resemble each other 
very closely. In general the snow does not fall deep enough along the banks of the main streams to 
preclude winter travelling with pack animals. The quality of the pasture is such (a kind of bunch 
grass in most places) that animals feed well at all seasons. There are many spots between the 
Similk-a-meen Valley and Okinagan that are specially favourable for winter ranches. In some the 
snow never lies, however deep it may be around. 

The country, from the mouth of Fraser’s River up to the Falls, is thickly wooded, mountainous, 
and impassable, so to speak, for man or beast. The river becomes more contracted above Fort Hope. 
Above the Falls, as far as Tqua-yowm, the character of the country continues to resemble the 
same distance below. At Tqua-yowm, however, as already noticed, a change takes place,. and 
the evidences of a drier climate begin to appear. These continue to become more marked as we 
approach the Forks. At Thlik-um-chee-na, or the Little Fork., and upwards, rattle-snakes, 
wormwood and the cactus (prickly bear), characterise the scene; and some of these attributes 
extend thence downward for some distance. 

At this point (Thlik-um-chee-na, the junction of Nicholas River with Thompson’s River), 
the horse region may be said fairly to commence. Hence, to the frontiers of New Caledonia 
northward, and southward to the Pampas of Mexico, this useful animal is the best servant of man. 
Horses, however, are dear luxuries (comparatively speaking) in this quarter. At the Dalles, and 
around Walla-Walla, they are more numerous, and may be bought at very moderate rates. 

In conclusion, I would suggest to every miner, by which road soever he may travel to the Couteau 
mines, to supply himself well beforehand, as he can depend upon little in that region, save what is 
imported by himself or others. 
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SCHEDULE. 








_DESPATCHES FROM GOVERNOR DOUGLAS TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Number 
in 
Series. 


Number and Date. 


1 | October 4, 1858 - 


Cr 


10 


(Private.) 


October 12, 1858 
(No. 1.) 


October 12, 1858 
(No. 2.) 


October 12, 1858 
(No. 3.) 


October 21, 1858 
(No. 4.) 


October 23, 1858 
(No. 5.) 


October 26, 1858 
(No. 6.) 


October 27, 1858 
(No. 7.) 


November 3, 1858 
(No. 9.) 


November 3, 1858 
(No. 12.) 


| November 4, 1858 


4 (No. 14.) 


“3 
14 


15 | 


16 


| November 4, 1858 
| (No. 15.) 


November 5, 1858 
(No. 16.) 


| November 5, 1858 
(No. 17.) 


November 6, 1858 
(No. 21.) 


November 6, 1858 
(No. 22.) 


SIR E. B. LYTTON, BART. 








SUBJECT. 





GOVERNOR’S SALARY. With reference to his Appointment 
as Governor. Suggests that 5,000/. per annum would not be 
more than sufficient for his maintenance - - - 


PROCLAMATIONS forwarded respecting,—1. Prohibiting the 
sale of Intoxicating Liquors to the Indians. 2. Warning all 
Persons against occupying or disposing without proper authority 
of Crown Lands. 3. Notice of Survey of Land in the vicinity 
of Old Fort Langley . - - . - - 


for the reception of the Company of Sappers and Miners - 


GOVERNOR’S VISIT TO FRASER’S RIVER. Report on 
the General State of Public Affairs at Fraser’s River during a 
recent visit. Transmitting Commission establishing Criminal 
Court for the Trial of W. King . - - - 





IMPERIAL ACT FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF BRITISH 
COLUMBIA, acknowledged . : ‘ i 


SALE OF CROWN LANDS. Forwards a Form of Title for 
Town Lots of Land - . § = 4 L 


GENERAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS. Submits a Scheme for the Establishment of a 
Civil and Criminal Judiciary. Transmits Abstract of Public 
Revenue, and also a Report by Captain Richards on the Har- 
bours of Vancouver’s Island and British Columbia - - 


SALE OF CROWN LAND. Encloses Report describing ex- 
isting arrangements for the Sale of Land, with Observations - 


SEAPORT-TOWN, Suggestions on the Establishment of a - 


NAVAL DEFENCES. Acknowledges Despatches relating to 
the Naval Defences of Colony - - ; L 


ROYAL ENGINEERS. Relative to Payment of Expenses of 
Detachment of Royal Engineers - . - . 


ROYAL ENGINEERS. Expresses satisfaction as to arrange- 
ments made for sending Royal Engineers - - - - 


POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS, relative to - - L 
PROTECTION OF NATIVE INDIAN TRIBES ~~ - - 


JURISDICTION OF THE HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY. 
Acknowledges Despatch relative to queries addressed to Her 
Majesty’s Minister at Washington by Pacific Mail Steam 
Packet Company - - - - - - 


- | MISSIONARY CHAPLAINS. Acknowledges Despatch an- 


nouncing it to be the intention of the Society for the Propa- 
| gation of the Gospel to send Missionary Chaplains - 
a 2 


ROYAL ENGINEERS. States that arrangements will be made | 








Page. 


23 


23 


Number 
in 
Serles. 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


- 30 


31 


32 


33 


Number and Date. 


November 6, 1858  - 
(No. 23.) 


November 8, 1858 - 
(No. 25.) 


November 8, 1858 - 
(No. 26.) 


November 8, 1858 - 
(No. 27.) 


November 9, 1858 - 
(No. 28.) 


November 9, 1858 - 
(No. 29.) 


November 9, 1858 - 
(No. 30.) 


November 138, 1858 
(No. 31.) 


November 27, 1858 - 
(No. 84.) 


November 27, 1858 - 
(No. 35.) 


November 27, 1858 - 
(No. 37.) 


November 29, 1858 - 
(No. 38.) 


November 30, 1858 - 
(No. 39.) 


November 30, 1858 - 
(No. 40.) 


December 4, 1858 - 
(No. 42.) 


December 9, 1858 ~ 
(No. 45.) 


December 9, 1858 - 
(No. 46.) 


iv 
SUBJECT, 


REVOCATION OF GRANT TO HUDSON’S BAY COM- 
PANY. Stating that the Proclamation of the Queen’s Revo- 
cation of the Crown Grant of the 30th May 1838, to the 
Hudson’s Bay Company will shortly be made - - - 


PURCHASE OF LAND BY NAVAL AND MILITARY 
OFFICERS. Reporting opinion as to Remission on the Pur- 
chase of Land by Officers of the Army and Nery, Suggests 
the appointment to certain Offices ~ - - 


ROYAL ENGINEERS. Reports that measures have been taken 
for the accommodation of Captain Parsons and Detachment - 


THE GOVERNOR’S LEGAL POSITION. Acknowledges 
Despatch defining the Governor’s Legal Position in the 
Colony - - - - . - - - 


ROYAL ENGINEERS. Announcing arrival at Vancouver's 
Island of Captain Grant with Detachment of Royal Engineers ; 
and also of Mr. Brew, Inspector of Police; Judge Begbie was 
expected to arrive by next steamer from San Francisco. - - 


GOLD COMMISSIONERS. Reporting that he had anticipated 
Captain Richards’ sugg estion of the Appointment of Gold Com- 
missioners with the Powers of Magistrates and Establishment 
of a Police Force at the Diggings - - - . 


GENERAL REPORT OF THE FORT YALE DISTRICT 
AND MINING OPERATIONS. Forwards Mr. McKay’s 
Journal of a Journey through part of Fraser’s River District ; 
also Register of Bridges on Harrison’s River Road - - 


THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. Recommending the Appony 
ment of Mr. Young as Colonial Secretary - _ 


REPORTS VISIT TO POINT ROBERTS AND THENCE 
TO FORT LANGLEY to proclaim Act of Parliament for the 
Government of British Columbia ; Revocation by Her Majesty 
of exclusive privileges of the Hudson’s Bay Company.. Indem- 
nifying Officers of Government from irregularities previous to 
Proclamation of Act; and declaring English Law to be the 
Law of the Colony’ - - - - - - 


MOVEMENTS OF THE ROYAL ENGINEERS. Announcing 
the Departure of Captain Grant and Detachment of Royal 
Engineers to Fort Langley, and that proper Accommodation had 
been provided - - - - - - 


EMPLOYMENT OF GUN-BOATS. Reports having con- 
veyed to Captain Prevost and Captain Richards the thanks of 
Her Majesty’s Government for their assistance. Suggests the 
employment of one or two gun-boats of light draught - 


FIRST SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS at “Old Fort Lang- 
ley.” Satisfactory result. Two days’ sale produced 13,0001. 
Transmits paper as to right of aliens to hold lands . e 


DISPOSAL OF CRIMINALS. Requests Instructions as to the 
Disposal of Criminals sentenced to Transportation - - 


MINING DISTRICTS. Yield of Gold. Amount of Gold 
exported . - - ¥, 7 . . 


PROCLAMATIONS TRANSMITTED. ~J. Relating to the 
Conveyance of Crown Lands. 2. Levying Customs Duties on 
Imports - - - - - - - i ie 


CHAPLAIN FOR THE MINING DISTRICTS. Acknow- 
ledges Despatch announcing that the Rev. James Gammage 
had been selected by the Society for the Propagation “4 the 
Gospel to officiate among the Mining Population - - 


ALLOWANCE OF PAY TO THE COMPANIES OF H.M. 
SHIPS “SATELLITE” AND “PLUMPER” - - 





Page. 





24 


24 


25 


25 


26 


26 


27 


33 


34 


35 


36 


37 


39 


39 


41 


43 


43 





Number 
in Number and Date. SUBJECT. Page. 
Series. 


34 December 7, 1858 -{| CLAIMS OF HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY to certain 


(No. 50.) Tracts of Land connected with their several Trading Establish- 
ments. Transmitted . - - ° ° « -| 44 
35 December 14, 1858 - | IMPORT AND EXPORT DUTIES. States that an Export 
(No. 51.) Duty on Gold, together with the Duties on Imports, would pro- 
bably yield an annual income of 100,000. - - - 
36 December 24, 1858 - | GENERAL REPORT ON THE weed ates OF THE GOLD 
(No. 52.) DISTRICTS, &e. - - : . -| 46 
37 December 27, 1858 - | NAVAL AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE. Suggests Esta- 
(No. 56.) blishment of a Constabulary Force. Trusts that after the first 
year the Colony will be self-supporting - - - — Tea? 


33 December 28, 1858 - | ENDOWMENT OF BISHOPRIC. Tenders to Miss Burdett 
(No. 58.) Coutts the grateful thanks of the eet ah for her munifi- 


cent endowment - - - * fio 60 


39 December 29, 1858 - | EMPLOYMENT OF THE ROYAL ENGINEERS IN THE 
(No. 62.) SURVEY OF THE COLONY. States that the Colony is 
not encumbered with a Civil Corps of Surveying Officers “ 


40 December 30, 1858 - | REGULATION AND MANAGEMENT OF THE GOLD 


(No. 63.) FIELDS. Further Report of the steps taken for this purpose | 51 
41 January 6,1859 - | ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. Enclosing a General 
(No. 65.) Order of the Court, and Copies of Letters from Mr. Justice 


Begbie explanatory of the reasons for admitting, as a temporary 
arrangement, Members of the American Bar to plead in the 
Courts - - - - - - - 


42 January 8,1859 -| OUTRAGE AT FORT YALE. Committed by a sparty $f 
(No. 68.) gamblers and refugees from justice. Reported 


43 January 15,1859 - | LIGHTHOUSES. Reporting on the necessity for and the proper 
(No. 76.) points at which Lighthouses should be erected - 


44 January 21,1859 - |THE GOLD FIELDS. Reporting on the state of the Gold 
(No. 79.) Fields at the present time, and forwarding Specimens pro- 

cured from Bridge River, Thompson’s River, Harrison’s River, 

* and other parts of the country which have been partially 

explored - - - - - - - 


57 
45 January 22,1859 -| OUTRAGE AT FORT YALE. Heppreng the measures akon 


(No. 80.) for quelling the disturbance - 58 
46 February 4, 1859 - | LIGHTHOUSES. Enclosing the Report of Captain Richards of 
(No, 90.) H.M.S. ‘‘ Plumper” upon the positions for the Lights, accom- 
panied by tracings of the line of the coast - - -| 58 
47 February 4, 1859 - | THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT. Enclosing the Report of 
(No. 92.) Colonel Moody on the Site for the Seat of Government -| 59 


48 February 5, 1859 - | NAME OF THE CAPITAL. Stating that the Name of the 
(No. 93.) Seat of Government has been called “ Queensborough ” for the 


present, and requests Her Majesty to name the Capital -| 61 
49 February 7,1859 -| STATE OF BRITISH Copal ap to the presons time 
(No. 95.) reported - - 61 
50 February 9, 1859 - | DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND WORKS. Enclosing Notes ‘ 
(No. 96.) on the Department by Colonel Moody - - - -| 62 
51 February 19, 1859 - PROCLAMATION relative to LAND SALES enclosed ~ 64 
(No. 104.) 
52 March 10, 1859 - | AFFAIRS OF THE COLONY relative to Mining Dyeeaiions, 
(No, 111.) Gold Produce, &c., up to the present time reported - 66 
53 March 14, 1859 - | PROTECTION OF THE INDIAN TRIBES. Observations on 
(No. 114.) the policy to be observed towards the Indian Tribes of British 
Columbia, and touching on the prominent features of a proposed 


68 
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Numb ua 
“in i Number and Date. . SUBJECT. Page. 
Series, ‘a 
54 March 18, 1859 | THE GOVERNOR'S MEASURES. Expressing his gues 
(No. 116.) tion at the approval of H.M. Government - 69 
55 March 25, 1859 - | GOLD DISCOVERIES. Reporting the discovery of a lump 
(No. 123.) weighing 27 ounces, and enclosing the Report of Mr. Downie 
on the subject of his explorations. The operations in pro- 
gress for laying out the site of the new capital - - | 70 
DESPATCHES FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
 ] December 16, 1858 - | RELATIVE TO GOVERNOR’S ACCEPTANCE OF THE 
(Private.) GOVERNMENT, and the Salary attached to it - - | 73 
2 December 30, 1858 - | THE GOVERNOR’S VISIT TO FRASER’S RIVER.  Aé- 
(No. 60.) knowledging the Governor’s Report of his visit, and thanking 
him for the valuable information contained therein —- - | 74 
3 December 30, 1858 - | AFFAIRS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. Froproesing $0 the neces- 
(No. 61.) sity of strict Economy : - kf 
4 December 30, 1858 - | PROTECTION OF THE INDIAN TRIBES. Observations 
(No. 62.) | on the policy to be adopted towards the Indian Tribes - Bes Pee 
5 January 20, 1859 - | PROCLAMATIONS issued by the Governor, prohibiting the | 
(No. 6.) | introduction of SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS among the NA- 
. TIVES, and cautioning Purchasers against the fraudulent 
SALES OF CROWN LANDS by unauthorized persons, 
approved, and encloses the FORM OF A PEARL for alonee 
in the Sale of Crown Lands - - - 76 
6 January 22,1859 -| ROADS AND GOLD MINES. Acknowledges with much 
(No. 7.) interest the reports relative to the state of the Gold Mines, and 
the construction of the route by Harrison’s River to Fraser’s 
River - - - - - - - -| 77 
7 February 2,1859 -| ROYAL ENGINEERS. Acknowledges Governor’s Despatch 
. (No. 13.) announcing the Arrival of the Detachment under Captain 
Parsons - - -.* - . - -Vott 
8 February 4,1859 - | ROYAL ENGINEERS. Approves the measures adopted for 
(No. 14.) sending the Detachment of Royal Engineers under Captain 
Grant to Fort Langley - - - : - | 78 
9 February 7, 1859 - | SALE OF CROWN LANDS. Observations relative to the 
(No. 16.) | facilities to be afforded for the Purchase of Crown Lands -| 78 
10 February 8, 1859 - | CLAIMS OF THE HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY to Lands 
(No. 17.) adjoining their Trading Establishment in British Columbia. 
Requesting to be furnished with a Report from the Commis- 
sioner of Crown Lands before deciding on these claims | - |..79 
11 February 11, 1859 - | SALE OF CROWN LANDS. Approves of the proceedings 
(No. 20.) reported in the matter of the Sale of Town Lands at Old Fort 
Langley. ALIENS.—Observations relative to extending the 
Provisions of the Canadian Laws on this subject to British 
Columbia - - - - - - /- | 80 
12 | February 11, 1859 - | PROCLAMATIONS. Acknowledges Despatch announcing the 
(No. 21.) | Proclamation in the Colony of the Act of Parliament providing 
| for the Government of British Columbia, and of the Instru- 
ment revoking the Licence to trade of the Hudson’s Bay 
| Company - - - - - - - -1 80 
18 February 12, 1859 - | AFFAIRS OF THE COLONY. Acknowledges with satisfac- 
No. 22.) tion the Governor’s Despatch, No. 51, of the 14th December 
| 1858, reporting upon the Affairs of the Colony to that date -| 80 
14 March 3, 1859 THE COLONIAL SECRETARYSHIP. Approving of the 
(No. 28.) appointment of Mr. Young, and gbsepring upon the provision 
to be made for the Salary, &c. -— . - -| 81 
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{26 May 14, 1859 - -| AFFAIRS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. Acknowledging 


Number 
in Number and Date. SUBJECT. Page. 
Series. 
15 March 10,1859 - | NAVAL PROTECTION. Relative to the a of ny gun- 
(No, 30.) boats for service in British Columbia - 81 
16 March 15, 1859 - ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. br to bs Admission of 
(No. 32.) Foreign Counsel to practise - - -| 81 
17 March 19, 1859 - | PROCLAMATIONS. Approves of the Proclamations issued 
(No. 33.) relative to the Conveyance of Crown Lands and Import Duties | 82 
18 March 22, 1859 - | OUTRAGES AT FORT YALE AND HILL’S BAR.  Ex- 
(No. 36.) presses satisfaction at the settlement of these difficulties -{| 82 
19 March 24, 1859 - | SAMPLE OF GOLD found at Se ‘on the Fraser Sayers 
' (No. 39.) acknowledged - - a 82 
20 April 11, 1859 - | POLICE FORCE. Enclosing a Letter from Lord Naas, relative 
(No. 48.) to the requisition of the Governor for a Detachment of the 
Irish Constabulary Force. Encloses a Statement of the Ad- 
vances which have been made on account of British Columbia 
| out of the Treasury Chest and Civil Contingencies - -| 82 
21 April 12, 1859 - | EXPENSES OF THE COLONY. Again impresses the neces- 
(No. 50.) sity of the Colony providing the Funds for her Expenditure ; 
and stating that H.M. Government cannot assist in the purchase 
or construction of a steam vessel - - - -| 85 
22 April 12, 1859 - | DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND WORKS. Acknowledging 
(No. 51.) Governor’s Despatch with Colonel Moody’s Memorandum on 
various subjects connected with his Department, and states that 
H.M.’s Government cannot sanction the additional expense 
proposed, unless it can be defrayed from the Revenues of the 
Colony - - - - aie Sa 
23 May 5, 1859 - - | “NEW WESTMINSTER.” Stating that Her Majesty had 
(No. 61.) decided that the Capital of ey Fg te shall Re called 
“ New Westminster” - 86 
24 May 7, 1859 - -| SALE OF CROWN LANDS. a Gel el a relative 
(No. 62.) to the disposal of Crown Lands -| 86 
25 May 11, 1859 - - | LIGHTHOUSES. Enclosing a Correspondence between the 
(No. 63.) Colonial Office, the Admiralty, the Board of Trade, and the 
Treasury relative to the Erection of Lighthouses in Fucas Straits 
and the Approaches to Esquimalt Harbour - - -| 87 
(No. 64.) Governor’s Despatch, No. 123, of 25th March 1859, relative to 
the state of affairs to that date, and the result of explorations 
| made by Mr. Downie - - - - - -} 91 
27 May 20, 1859 - - | PROTECTION OF THE INDIAN TRIBES. Acknowledges 
(No. 67.) Governor’s Despatch on the subject of the policy to be observed 
| towards the Indian Tribes, and containing an opinion as to the 
feasibility of locating the Indians in native villages, with a 
view to their protection and civilization - - - | 92 
28 May 23, 1859 - -| SALARY OF THE GOVERNOR. Relative to the inadequacy 
ne 10) of the Salary assigned to the office of Governor of British 
we wi Columbia - - - - - - -| 92 
29 May 24, 1859 - - | SITE OF THE CAPITAL AND SEAPORT OF BRITISH 
(No. 71.) COLUMBIA. Approving of bie awe taken be the Selection 
of the Site - - -| 92 
MAPS. 


MAP OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


PLAN OF PART OF FRASER’S RIVER, showing the Character of the Ground from the Entrance 
to the Site of Old Fort Langley. 
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PAPERS 


RELATIVE TO 


THE AFFAIRS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


PART IL. 








Despatches from Governor Douglas. 





No. 1. 

Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 

( Private. ) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, October 4, 1858. 


(Received December 10, 1858.) 
(Answered, “ Private,” December 16, 1858, page 73.) 
1. I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatches, marked 
“ confidential,” of the L6th* and 21st* of July last, and I can hardly find words to express 
how grateful I am for your kind notice of my public services, and I would also thank you 
for the cautions given in respect to my public acts while connected in business with the 
Hudson’s Bay Company. . 

2. I observe the intention of Her Majesty’s Government to appoint a Governor for 
Columbia, and that it was their desire to appoint me at once to that office on the usual 
terms of a Governor’s appointment, namely, for six years at least, and that this Govern- 
ment was to be held for the present in conjunction with a separate Commission as 
Governor of Vancouver’s Island; that offer being made subject to one condition, that 
I should give up, on receiving the appointment thus offered, all connexion with the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, either as a servant or a shareholder, or in any other capacity, as 
well as relinquishing directly or indirectly all connexion with the Puget’s Sound Com- 
pany. I observe also that you made that proposal with the acquiescence of the Governor 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, who had seen your Despatch of the 16th of July. 

3. On those conditions, and with the consent of the Hudson’s Bay Company, I place 
my humble services unhesitatingly at the disposal of Her Majesty’s Government, and 


Sir, 


I will take early measures for withdrawing from the Company’s service, and disposing of 


my Puget’s Sound stock, trusting that the allowances as to salary from Her Majesty’s 
Government will be adequate to my support, in a manner worthy of the position | am 
thus called upon to fill. ; 

-The sum mentioned in your letter for British Columbia, admitting that a separate and 
larger allowance was made for Vancouver's Island, is manifestly insufficient for that 
purpose, in this very expensive country, where food, clothing, servants’ wages, the price 
of labour, and in short, of every necessary of life, so far exceeds the standard of those 
values in England. 

4. The sum of 5,000/. per annum, including the salaries for both Governments, would 
be no more than sufficient to cover the actual expenditure of that position ; a suggestion 
made merely for your information, as I feel assured you wish me to maintain the dignity 
of the office ; and my own fortune, impaired by the almost unrequited tenure of office in 
Vancouver’s Island, cannot afford the outlay. Otherwise I should be independent in point 
of means, and in a measure indifferent about the emoluments of office, which I only wish 
to be equal to the respectable representation of Her Majesty’s Government in this country. 

5. I take the liberty of making those suggestions, with the more confidence, as I feel 
assured that the resources of the country can afford the expense of maintaining a 
réspectable Government, and I shall do everything in my power to develop those 
resources, and to bring the Colony rapidly into a self-supporting condition. 

I shall take immediate steps to inform the Hudson’s Bay Company of my present 
decision. Awaiting your further instructions, 

, I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E: B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) © JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&e. &c. &ce. Governor. 





II. A 


BriTIsH 
CoLumBIA, 





No. 1. 


* See pages 43 
and 44, Part L 





Q PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 
Britisit No. 2. 
Couumara. Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovatas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 

No. 2. Bart. 
(No. 1.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, October 12, 1858. 
(Received December 14, 1858.) 

Sir, (Answered, No. 6, January 20, 1859, p. 76.) 

acl, No. 1. I uave the honour of forwarding herewith for your information, a Proclamation, 


issued by me on the 6th day of September last, prohibiting the gift or sale of intoxicating 
Encl. No.2. drinks to the native Indians of Fraser’s River; and also a Proclamation issued at 
~ Fort Yale, on the 15th day of the same month, warning all persons against occu- 
pying or disposing, without proper authority, of Crown lands in Fraser’s River, 
a proceeding rendered necessary, in consequence of an attempt made by James 
Ray, and other parties, to take possession of certain valuable Crown lands in 
St British Columbia, and as reported, to make collusive sale of the same; and also a 
Enel. No.3. notice of the intention of Government:to survey the land in the vicinity of Old 
Fort Langley, and. to lay it out in blocks and town lots, which will be put up for 

public sale on or about the 20th of the present month. 

[ am not certain about the form of title usually issued on the sale of town lots, or of 
other Crown lands in Her Majesty’s Colonies, and will feel obliged by your directing 
forms of such deeds to be forwarded to me without delay. 

I have, &c. oe 

(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Governor. | 
&c. &c. &c. 


Enclosure ] in Enclosure 1 in No. 2, 
No. 2. : 
PrRocLAMATION 
By His Excellency, James Dovcias, Governor of Vancouver's Island and its Dependencies, 
Commander-in-Chief and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c. &c. &e. 


Wuereas it has been represented to me that spirituous and other intoxicating liquors have been 
sold to the native Indians of Fraser’s River, and elsewhere, to the great injury and demoralization of 
the said Indians; and, also, thereby endangering the public peace, and the lives and property of Her 
Majesty’s subjects, and others in the said districts. 

Now, be it known unto all men, that the sale or gift of spirituous or other intoxicating drinks to the 
said native Indians, is contrary to law, and is hereby strictly prohibited, and that persons charged: with 
such offences will be proceeded against accordingly, and on conviction thereof before a Magistrate, will 
be mulcted in the penal sum of not more than twenty pounds, nor less than five pounds, for each and 
every offence, and in default of payment of such penalty, shall be committed to jail, with or without 
hard labour, for a period of not more than six, nor less than two months. wi. 

Given under my hand and seal, at Fort Hope, this sixth day of September, in the year of 
our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, and in the twenty-second year of 
Her Majesty’s reign. 

James Dovetas, (t.s.) Governor, 

By His Excellency’s Command, 

Wm. Manson, Acting Secretary. 
Gop SAVE THE QUEEN. 


Enclosure 2 in Enclosure 2 in No. 2. 
No. 2. 
Novice, 
Land Office, Victoria, October lst, 1858. — 
Notice is hereby given that the land in the vicinity of, and including the site of “Old Fort Langley ” 
is to be surveyed for a town site. Ve Y 
Corner posts of the blocks will be put in, the blocks numbered, and town lots sold without reservation 
—unless for the use of Government—at Victoria, on or about the 20th instant, The upset price to be 
one hundred dollars per single let of 64 by 120 feet. 
By order of the Governor, 


Joseru D, Pemserron, Colonial Surveyor, ~ 





Enclosure 3 in ; Enclosure 3 in No. 2. 
No, 2. PROCLAMATION . bt 
By His Excellency James Docuxas, Governor of Vancouver’s Island and its Dependencies, 
Commander-in-Chief and Vice-Admiral of the same, We. &e. &e. 


Wuereas it has been made to appear to me that certain persons in Victoria and elsewhere, haye 
attempted to delude the public, by making pretended sales of certain Jands on Fraser’s River: 
Now, I do hereby warn all persons whom it may concern, that no lands at or near Langley, or else- 


PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 3 


where on Fraser’s River, have been in any manner encumbered or sold, and that the title to all such Brirtsr 
lands is vested in the Crown, and that any person found occupying the same without due authority from Cotumera, 
me, will be summarily ejected; and all persons fraudulently selling the same will be prosecuted and — 
punished as the law directs. 
Given under my hand and seal, at Fort Yale, this 15th day of September in the year of our 

Lord One thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, and in the twenty-second year of Her 

Majesty’s reign. 
' (Signed) James Douetas, (t.s.) Goyernor. 

By His Excellency’s Command, 

William Manson, Acting Secretary. 


Gop sAVE THE QUEEN. 





No. 3. ; 
No, 3. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Doueuas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 2.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, October 12, 1858. 
Sir, (Received December 14, 1858.) 


I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 5* of the * see page 44, 
30th of July last, announcing the intention of Her Majesty's Government to send to P"! 
British Columbia, by the earliest possible opportunity, an officer of Royal Engineers, and 
a company of Sappers and Miners made up to 150 non-commissioned officers and men, 
and at the same time conveying your instructions that I should make such arrangements 
in the Colony for the reception of that party as may be deemed necessary and suitable, 
and also intimating that the officer in command would be provided with general instruc- 
tions for his guidance, of which a copy will be sent to me. 
2. I shall not fail to attend to those instructions with as little delay as possible, but I 
have not yet decided on the point where it would be advisable to station that force, 
though I am now of opinion that their presence will be of more advantage to the public 
service at Fort Hope than elsewhere, that being a central position from whence they can 
operate rapidly on any part of Fraser’s River, and at the same time it is accessible to the 
Steam vessels plying on Fraser’s River, a circumstance which would be a great convenience 
and a saving of expense in the transport of provisions and stores. 
I will, however, consult Major Hawkins, and ascertain his opinion on that subject 
before coming to a decision, and also with respect to the extent and plan of buildings 
required to provide the party with accommodation. iJ 
The expense of those works will be considerable, and I will be under the necessity of 
drawing upon you for funds to meet that outlay. 
f I have, &c. 
ae (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Governor. | 
“i &c. &c. &c. ) ( 
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Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctras to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrroy, 
1 Bart. 
(No. 3.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, October 12, 1858. 
(Received December 14, 1858.) 
Sir, (Answered No. 60, December 30, 1858, p. 74.) 

1. I raxe the liberty of submitting, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, a report of my observations on the state of public affairs, during a late visit to 
Fraser’s River, necessarily brief, as my time is engrossed not only with the executive 
duties of Government, but also in attending to all the details of inferior departments, 
which must hereafter devolve on other officers. 

_ 2, I was accompanied in that expedition by a force of 35 non-commissioned officers 
and men, kindly furnished by Captain Prevost of Her Majesty's ship “Satellite,” and by 
Major Hawkins, Her Majesty’s Boundary Commissioner, the military force being under 
the command of that active and zealous officer, assisted by Lieutenant Jones of the 
“« Satellite.” sth | 
__ 3. The party was conveyed to Point Roberts, at the entrance of Fraser's River, by 
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Propeller “ Otter,” and was there transhipped into the 
stern-wheel river steamer ‘* Umatilla.” . 
We disembarked at Fort Langley on the evening of the second day after leaving Vic- 
toria, and in two days more we arrived by the same steamer at Fort Hope; the river, 
though much abated in force, from being a swollen than it was in summer, still running 
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at some points with a force and impetuosity almost insurmountable by the power of the 
steamer. 

4, Our tents were pitched, and a regular camp formed near Fort Hope, it being here 
that the work of organization was to begin. 

5. My first attention was devoted to the state of the Indian population. I found them 
much incensed against the miners ; heard all their complaints, and was irresistibly led to 
the conclusion that the improper use of spirituous liquors had caused many of the evils 
they complained of. 

I thereupon issued a proclamation, of which I have transmitted a copy,* warning all 
persons against the practice, and declaring the sale or gift of spirituous liquors to Indians 
a penal offence, and I feel satisfied that the rigid enforcement of the proclamation will be 
of great advantage both to the whites and Indians. 

6. I also received at Fort Hope visits from the Chiefs of Thompson’s River, to whom 
I communicated the wishes of Her Majesty’s Government on their behalf, and gave 
them much useful advice for their guidance in the altered state ‘of the country. I also 
distributed presents of clothing to the principal, men as a token of regard. . 

7. My attention was then attracted to the state of the white population. Upwards of 
800 persons engaged in trade and other pursuits were living about the Fort, in tents and 
unseemly comfortless huts, all desirous of settling in the country provided land could be 
acquired under a legal title. Not being invested with legal powers to grant titles, I hit 
upon an expedient, which, without an undue assumption of authority, met the difficulty, 

8. Having just ascertained, from your Despatch of the Ist of July last, that it was the 
wish of Her Majesty's Government to colonize the country and develop its resources, I 
proposed to the inhabitants of the place to lay out certain lands as a town site, and to 
grant a right of occupation for town lots, under a lease terminable at the pleasure of the 
Crown, and to be held at a monthly rental of 41s, 8d. sterling, payable in advance, and 
with the understanding that the holder would be allowed a pre-emption right of purchase 
when the land is sold, in which case the sum of monthly rent paid would be considered 
as part of the purchase money. 

9. The people gladly assented to the terms, and having fixed upon a town site near 
Fort Hope, Mr. Commissioner Travaillot, assisted by Corporal Fisher, Royal Engineer, 
was immediately employed in surveying the site, and laying out town lots, the principal 
streets running parallel, and the cross streets at right angles with the course of Fraser’s 
River. The size of town lots is 120 by 66 feet, and the price to be paid is 20/. 16s, 8d. 
for each lot. 

10. The next object which claimed my attention was the regulation of the sale of 
ardent spirits in Fraser’s River. ‘There being no means of preventing its introduction 
into the country, it appeared to me that the wisest policy would be to regulate the trade, 
by granting licences for the sale of spirits to certain parties of respectable character, who 
might open houses for the entertainment of the public. ‘Two spirit licences were accord- 
ingly issued at Fort Hope, for which the holders paid the sum of 600 dollars each, being 
1,200 dollars in all, into the public treasury. 

11. My attention was. then directed to the administration of justice. A considerable 
staff of public officers is necessary at Fort Hope, to consist of a magistrate, sheriff, and 
constabulary force, but the expense would have been so great, owing to the,high price of 
labour, that I thought it proper to consult you on the subject before incurring the 
expense. No man of worth will accept employment at less than three and a quarter 
dollars, or thirteen shillings and sevenpence a day; the men, however, in that case,. 
finding their own board and lodging. I, however, made the following appointments :— 
Robert Smith, a native of Scotland, to be justice of peace and revenue officer; Robert 
Ladner, to be chief constable. A court-house and jail are much wanted at Fort Hope; 
but they cannot at present be put up for less than 5,000/.; and for the same reason, that 
is, the great expense, I did not make any arrangements to provide those indispensable 
buildings, for want of funds and authority to pay by drafts on Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. . 

12, A Court was held for the trial of petty offences, and sat every other day during 
our stay at Fort Hope; and I issued a commission appointing a Court for the trial of 
criminal offences, in which Mr. Pearkes, Crown Solicitor of Vancouver’s Island, presided, 
assisted by Donald Fraser, Esquire, a gentleman of high legal attainments, who accom- 
panied me from Vancouver's Island, and Mr. Justice Smith. 

13. One case only was brought before the latter court, the trial of William King, for 
the murder of William Eaton on a mining bar in the upper parts of Fraser’s River. The 
defendant was found guilty of manslaughter, and sentenced to transportation for life. It 
was reported to me, when the court was about to open for the trial of King, that a large 
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body of miners, then present, intended to rescue the prisoner; but, whatever may have 
been their intention, it was not carried into effect, as the proceedings went off quietly, 
and were in no stage interrupted by any riotous demonstration. 

14. After a week’s sojourn at Fort Hope, employed in the settlement of those affairs, 
we proceeded on our journey up Fraser’s River in three large boats. | 

Though the distance to Fort Yale does not exceed fifteen miles, it occupied two days, 
as we travelled slowly, walking nearly the whole way, attended by the boats, and stopping 
at all the mining bars on the river for the purpose of seeing the numerous bodies of miners 
working there. We estimated that about 3,000 persons are engaged in gold mining on the 
banks of that part of the river. I entered into conversation with the miners, inquired 
into their wants, heard their complaints, explained to them the views and intentions of 
Her Majesty’s Government, the reason and object of the regulations which had been 
established, and ascertained that their daily earnings were from five to twenty-five dollars 
to the man working with cradles or rockers. 1 

15. I was much struck with the healthy, robust appearance of the miners, who were 
generally living in canvas tents or log huts, exposed to many discomforts, yet all seem- 
ingly in perfect health, pleased with the country, and abundantly supplied with wholesome 
food. 

16. The whole course of the river exhibited a wonderful scene of enterprize and 
industry. I was particularly struck with the ingenious contrivances for distributing 
water ; wherever the natural supply was not convenient, small streams had, in such cases, 
been diverted from their course and conveyed in skilfully graded ditches, even from a 
distance of three miles, and led along the higher parts of the mining bars for sluice 
washings; the owners of the ditches charging a certain sum per inch for the water 
supplied to the sluices. ‘The sluice is far inferior, as a means of washing gold out of 
the soil, to the cradle, and is a wonderfully labour-saving machine. 

17. To give an idea of the sums produced by sluices, and the advantage of that mode 
of working gold, I will here relate the information received from persons who employed 
those useful machines on their claims. For example, a Mr. Cushing, who had five hired 
men employed on his sluice, at wages ranging from five to eight dollars each a day, received, 
in one week, a yield of 2,500 dollars. 

_ Another person, named George Cade, who owns a sluice on Hill’s Bar, and constantly 
employs four hired men, at wages of five dollars a day each, averaged, during the six days 
preceding our arrival, 400 dollars a day ; and Martin Gallagher makes about thirty-two 
dollars a day to the man out of ground already washed by the cradle to the depth of 
eighteen inches. ‘Those were the greatest instances of mining success which we met with 
in our progress ; elsewhere the mines are not so productive, ranging, as before stated, in 
the deeper and more developed workings, from seven to twenty-five dollars a day. 
The river was then falling rapidly, and claims were daily being taken up by new-comers, 
wherever abit of dry beach could be found, and even those surface claims were yielding 
from two-and-half to five dollars to the hand, with the rocker. That yield, however, is 
not considered wages by the Californian miner, nor any other sum under six dollars a day. 

18. We found a large assemblage of people at Fort Yale expecting our arrival with 
some anxiety, in order to ascertain the views of Her Majesty’s Government. 

19. According to their earnest request I met them the following day at a public 
meeting, and delivered a short address, in which I announced the instructions I had 
received from Her Majesty’s Government, as contained in your Despatch of the Ist of 
July last, and the tidings were received with satisfaction. 

20. The same process of organization was gone through here as at Fort Hope. ‘The 
Indians were assembled, and made no secret of their dislike to their white visitors. 
They had many complaints of maltreatment, and in all cases where redress was possible 
it was granted without delay. One small party of those natives laid claim to a 
particular part of the river, which they wished to be reserved for their own purposes, a 
request which was immediately granted, the space staked off, and the miners who had 
taken claims there were immediately removed, and public notice given that the place 
was reserved for the Indians, and that no one would be allowed to occupy it without 
their consent. 

21. A town site was also marked out at Fort Yale, and leases of town lots issued to all 
persons desirous of settling and building there, upon the same conditions and at the same 
charge as the town lots disposed of at Fort Hope. 

22. Several spirit licences were also issued, to check the profuse and illegal sale of 
ardent spirits. 

23. Mr. Solicitor Pearkes opened Court, and heard all cases that were brought before 
him, None of them were, however, of a ry: serious nature. 
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24. Fort Yale is the head of steamboat navigation, and the ascent of the river beyond 
that point is exceedingly dangerous at. all seasons of the year, and impracticable during 
the summer freshets, in consequence of a succession of rapids which occur in the defiles 
of the Cascade Mountains, through which the river passes for a distance of thirteen 
miles. A road from that point is therefore carried over the mountains by Douglas 
Portage, on which I have lately authorized a good mule road to be made, and several 
bridges constructed at the public charge, for the convenience of transporting supplies’ to: 
the upper mining bars and interior of the country. From the upper end of Douglas 
Portage the country presents a succession of steep rugged hills as far as the Indian 
village of Quaiome, and it will take a large sum of money, if even practicable, to make 
any better than a difficult mule track through that district of Frazer’s River. . 

25. A number of enterprizing adventurers have, nevertheless, contrived to get several 
mule trains upon that road, and now transport supplies for the miners to the forks of 
Thompson’s River, a distance of 100 miles, at.a freight charge of two shillings a pound, 
so that a pound of flour delivered at the forks of Thompson’s River, including the price 
of the article at Fort Yale, costs the miner exactly 2s. 54d. 

26. It was iamentable to hear of the fatal accidents that were daily occurring to 
miners, who, to avoid the high rate of charge for land transport, were striving to make - 
their way in boats and canoes by the river, through those perilous defiles. Seven. men 
were drowned through such accidents during the few days we remained at Fort Yale, and 
there was also a great loss of property at the same time. 

27. One of the first objects requiring the attention of Government is to open up the 
country by a system of roads, as by the present mode of access the cost of transporting 
provisions to the interior will absorb the miner’s whole earnings; and even at the present 
high prices of transport, it will perhaps be impossible by this route to take in food enough 
for the support of a large population. In order to colonize the country, therefore, it is 
obviously necessary to make good roads. _ a 

28. We found about 2,000 whites living near Fort Yale, chiefly in canvas tents, though 
some few had just erected habitations of wood. 

. 29. A saw mill was just finished, and leases of town lots having been issued, it was 
expected that buildings of a more substantial character would be erected without delay, 
such being the generally expressed intention of the persons who wished to make it their 
winter homes. 

30. Fort Yale is the residence of Mr. Hicks, Assistant Commissioner of Crown Lands, 
his office consisting of a simple canvas tent. Public buildings will be required without 
delay, say a residence for the Commissioner, barracks for the police, a post office, a court 
house, and jail. Iam almost afraid to say how much those buildings will cost, as there is 
no doubt the expense will be something very large. . ) 

31. A regular police force, consisting of one chief constable, at 150 dollars a month, 
and five policemen at 100 dollars each a month, were appointed during my stay at Fort 
Yale. This is a very high rate of pay, but no men worth having will serve for less. 

32. I caused a body of 14 special policemen to be sworn into the civil service at Fort 
Yale, selected from those persons who had received leases of town lots, and intended to 
make that place their permanent residence; no dependence can be placed on many of the 
other inhabitants, who are as yet merely birds of passage, and have no views in Fraser’s 
River, except the one idea of making their pile of gold and leaving the country. It is 
that roving class that. are likely to give trouble to the Government. 1907 

33. Before I left Fort Yale, Mr. Commissioner Hicks made a successful beginning of 
collecting trading licences from all persons doing business at Yale. I also directed him 
to issue mining licences to miners holding remunerative claims, but to no others, my im- 
mediate object being to call in the certificates of mining duty paid in advance by intending 
miners at Victoria, according to the regulation advised in my Despatch No. 28* of the 
19th of June last, it being understood that those certificates would be taken in payment 
of their first month’s mining from all parties holding such in their possession, lest after 
mining successfully they might come forward and reclaim their money. . 

34. He accordingly visited the several bars, accompanied by Justice Perrier and two 
policemen ; marked out and defined the boundaries of claims, settled all cases of disputed 
lines, and collected upwards of 500 certificates for as many mining claims, fs 

35. I left him on my return to Victoria, in the midst of that occupation, and after I had 
ascertained that the several regulations established for the purpose of providing a public 
revenue were being quietly carried into effect. 

36. Infcrmation was received fiom Victoria, during my stay at Fort Yale, that some 
speculators, taking advantage of my absence, had squatted on a valuable tract of public 
land near the mouth of Fraser’s: River, commonly known as the site of old Fort Langley, 
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and employed surveyors at a great expensé to lay it out into building lots, which they 
were offering for sale, hoping by that means to interest a sufficient number of persons in 
the scheme as would overawe the Government and induce a confirmation of their title. 
To put the public upon their guard, and to defeat a swindling scheme, which, if tolerated, 
would give rise to other nefarious transactions of the same kind, I thought it necessary to 
issue a proclamation,* of which a copy is transmitted, warning all persons that the Crown 
Jands in that part of the country had not been alienated or in any way encumbered, that 
any persons making fraudulent sales of |and appertaining to the Crown, would be punished 
as the law directs, and persons holding such lands would be summarily ejected. 
_...That proclamation was immediately forwarded to Victoria and published, with so 
decided effect on the public mind as entirely to break up the scheme, and we are now 
laying off the site of Old Fort Langley in town lots, to be sold for account and for the 
benefit of the public revenue. 

37. I am highly pleased with Major Hawkins, R.E., who commanded the escort in 
my journey, having received much assistance from that active and zealous officer. 

38. Iwill here bring this Despatch to a close, having thus briefly described the measures 
taken, and narrated the chief events of an excursion of nearly a month’s duration. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&c. U. &c. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 4. 
Commission establishing Criminal Court for the Trial of William King. 


By His Excellency James Douetas, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of Van- 
couver’s Island and its Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c. &e. &e. 

To all to whom these presents shall come, or whom the same may concern, greeting,— 

Know ye, that by virtue of the power and authority in me vested, and reposing confidence in the 
loyalty, integrity, and ability of George Pearkes, Donald Fraser, and Robert 'T. Smith, 

I have appointed and do hereby appoint the said George Pearkes, Donald Fraser, and R. T. Smith to 
be Commissioners constituting a Criminal Court for the trial of William King, upon any charge, 
information, or indictment, now found or that may be hereafter found against him, by any judicial 
officer, or grand jury of Fraser’s River District. 

_. To have and 'to exercise all the powers necessary for such trial, and to pass and enforce sentence 
upon conviction of him, the said William King, according to law. 

And this shall be your commission and warrant, for whatsoever you, the said Commissioners consti- 
tuting said Criminal Court, shall lawfully do in the arraignment, trial, conviction of the said William 
King and in the execution of any sentence by you pronounced. 

Given under my hand and seal at Fort Hope, in the District of Fraser’s River, this ninth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, 
and in the twenty-second year of Her Majesty’s reign. ; 





(Signed) James Douc tas, Governor. 
| , No. 5. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrroy, 
alan Bart. 
damn {No.:4.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, October 21, 1858. 
Sir, (Received December 14, 1858.) 


I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 7, of the 
14th August last, transmitting to me copy of an Act, providing for the government of 
British Columbia; and mentioning that there had not been time by that mail to furnish 
‘me with the Order in Council, Commission, and Instructions as Governor, which are 
necessary in order to complete my legal powers. 
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Enclosure 1 in 
No, 4. 


You, nevertheless, are pleased to authorize me to act, during the brief interval before” 


their arrival as I have hitherto done, as the authorized representative of Her Majesty’s 
Government, in the territory of British Columbia, and to take such steps as I may deem 
absolutely necessary for the government of the territory, and as are not repugnant to 
‘the principles of British law, and as are in conformity with the directions you have 
transmitted to me, on several subjects, in your Despatches, No. 8* and 9,* of the 14th 
August last, and in such others as I may receive from you hereafter, and I have in reply 
to assure you that your instructions on every subject respecting the public duties I have 
to perform, will be implicitly obeyed. 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
2 EC, &e, &e. Governor. 
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British No. 6. 
COLUMPIAy ony of DESPATCH from Governor Dovcras to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
No. 6. Bart. 
; Victoria, Vancouver's Island, October 23, 1858. 
(No. 5.) (Received December 14, 1858.) 
Sr, (Answered, No. 6, January 20, 1859, p. 76.) 
* Page 2. Wiru reference to my Despatch, No. 1,* of the 12th instant, requesting that forms 


of titles, as usually issued on the sale of town lots or other Crown lands in Her Majesty’s 
colonies, might be furnished to me without delay, [ have the honour to forward herewith 
a form of title for town lots, which we propose to issue on all sales made of such property 
in British Columbia until I receive your instructions on the subject. 


_ Thave, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E, B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &c. &e. Governor. 


Enclosure in Enclosure in No. 6. 
No. 6. 


British Cotumara, Vancouver’s Istanp CoLony, TowNsHIP OF P 


Know all men by these presents that I, James Douglas, Governor of Her Majesty’s Colony of 
British Columbia, in virtue of the power vested in me by Her Majesty, in consideration’ of the sum 
of paid by to Her Majesty’s Colonial Surveyor, 
the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, I hereby give and grant unto the said 
his heirs and assigns for ever, all that lot of land situate the township of 
and known as Lot No. upon the official map of the said township, with all and singular the 
appurtenances thereunto belonging, subject to all laws and sanitary regulations now in force, or that 
may be hereafter established for the convenience and good government of the said township. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and official seal, this day of 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , 

Signed, sealed, and delivered by the above-named in the presence of 





No. 7. No. = 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 6.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, October 26, 1858. 


(Received December 14, 1858.) 
SIR, (Answered, No. 61, December 30, 1858, p. 74.) 


aa 1. I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 8,* of the 

ofPatt | 14th August, and it is with feelings of indescribable satisfaction that I observe that my 
administrative acts in this country continue to meet the approval of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

2, I have no reason to regret the several appointments which were before reported of 
revenue officers and justices of the peace in Fraser’s River, as those persons have 
continued in the faithful discharge of their duties, greatly to my satisfaction. | 

3. I am truly glad to learn that it is your intention to send at the earliest moment an 
officer authorized to act as judge, and as you are pleased to say that you await my inti- 
mations as to the wants and means of the Colony in this sudden rise of social institutions 
in a country hitherto so wild, in order to select such law advisers as the conditions and 
progress of immigration may more immediately require. And as it is your wish that all 
legal authorities connected with the Government should be sent from home, and thus 
freed from every suspicion of local partialities, prejudices, and interests, I have requested 

Enclosure1. Mr. Pearkes, a native of Canada, whom I lately appointed Crown solicitor for Van- 
—————~_couver’s Island, to draw up a scheme for establishing a judiciary in Fraser’s River, and I 
now submit the same for your consideration and approval. 

4. The plan is, I conceive, well adapted for the country. The number of judges and 
inferior officers to be employed will be required as settlement and population increase, 
but a modified number will answer for the present time. The judicial buildings for 
holding the several courts and a common gaol in each district are urgently and pressingly 
wanted, particularly the latter, as we are now for want of gaols in British Columbia under 
the necessity of sending criminals to Vancouver’s Island. Seals of office, the imperial 
statutes, and law books are wanted for reference in the several law courts of the Colony ; 
and for the guidance of justices of the peace, I would beg you to send at least (20) 
twenty sets of that useful work, “ Burn’s Justice.” 

5. I shall not fail to give full effect to the philanthropic views entertained by Her 
Majesty’s Government for the well-being of the native Indian tribes. My late Despatches 
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will inform you of the measures adopted for their immediate protection, and I will here- _Brirts 

after, when time permits, endeavour to arrange some plan by which their interests wili be Cotvmsta. 

permanently guarded, and the race rescued from destruction. ae 
6. The customs duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem now Jevied on all goods imported 

into British Columbia, and the levying of licence fees have also, I observe, met with 

your approval, and you further leave it discretionary with me to change the latter mode 

of taxation for an export duty. 
You will have observed by my Despatches, that no distinction is made between British 

and foreign subjects, who are placed on a perfect equality as to the amount per head of 

the licence fee required, and that my Proclamation of the 28th December 1857 asserts 

the principle that it is raised simply in virtue of the prerogative of the Crown to raise 

such revenue as it thinks proper, in return for the permission to work minerals on Crown 

lands. . 

7. I observe your remarks as to the limit and extent of the rights devised by the > 

Crown to the Hudson’s Bay Company, and I have to advise Her Majesty’s Government 

that the Hudson’s Bay Company no longer enjoys any exclusive rights of trade what- 

soever, and is placed in all respects in the same position as other British subjects on this 

coast. 


8. I will take the liberty, which I feel satisfied you will, under the circumstances, 
excuse, of correcting an erroneous impression which appears to pervade the public mind 
in England. I allude to the often-asserted statement that the Hudson’s Bay Company 
have made an unjust and oppressive use of their power in this country, a statement which 
I can assure Her Majesty’s Government is altogether unfounded. On the contrary, it 
would be an easy matter to prove that they have been of signal service to their country, 
and that the British territory on the north-west coast is an acquisition won for the Crown , 
entirely by the enterprise and energy of the Hudson’s Bay Company, for, on commencing 

business operations in this quarter, the whole coast was held by foreigners, and ‘it is only 

since the year 1846 that the Hudson’s Bay Company have derived any real protection 
from the licence of trade, as until that epoch the trade was open to all citizens of the 
United States in common with the Hudson’s Bay Company. 

Perhaps you will excuse my saying so much, as a sense of justice leads me to exert 
the little influence I possess in protecting from injustice men who have served their 
country so faithfully and so well. 

At this moment I am making use of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s establishments for 
every public office, and to their servants for want of other means, I commit, in perfect 
confidence, the custody of the public money. 


9. An Abstract showing the amount of public revenue collected up to this date for Enel. 2,3, 4, 
British Columbia, at the Custom House of Victoria, and the revenue vessel anchored at —>:“®: 
the mouth of Fraser’s River under the several heads of mining licences, customs, 
head money, &c., is now herewith forwarded for the information of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

The sum 44,717 dollars is small, but it will serve to cover a part of the necessary 
expenditure incurred in opening the communications of the country. 

10. I have not received Mr. Commissioner Hicks’ accounts, but his present collection 
will not add materially to the sum in hand, until the certificates of the whole sum pre- 
paid for mining fees, as per Abstract No. 2, has been withdrawn by the issue of mining 
licences. 

11. I cannot yet furnish an account of expenditure, but that will be supplied in due 
time. 

12. The road into the interior of Fraser’s River by the Harrison valley, so indis- 
pensably necessary for the transport of food and supplies for the numerous bodies of 
miners, who have pushed, reckless of consequences, and badly provided with food and 
clothing, into the interior, is an expensive undertaking, and will absorb a great part of 
the present revenue. 

13. I am exceedingly anxious to establish that communication thoroughly before the 
winter sets in, to remove all cause of complaint against the Government, and to save 
British Columbia from becoming a byeword and a reproach. 

14. Government will have to grapple vigorously with the arduous and expensive 
operation of opening a great system of roads, and providing access to the remote settle- 
ments of British Columbia, before its mineral resources can be developed, and become a 
fruitful source of revenue. 


15. The whole sea-coast of British Columbia, from the American boundary on the 
49th parallel of latitude up to the Russian possessions, exhibits continued chains of 
mountains, broken and penetrated only by the valley of Fraser’s River, which drains 
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the great central plateau that stretches eastward from the coast range to the Rocky 
Mountains. 

. 16. The other rivers debouching directly into the sea on the coast of British 
Columbia take their rise in the coast range, so that Fraser’s River is the only great 
artery of the country, and the only river which, traversing the whole extent of the colony, 
affords the least difficult access to the remote valleys of the interior. 

17. To accomplish that great object of opening up a very inaccessible country for 
settlement, by the formation of roads and bridges immediately and pressingly wanted ; 
to provide public buildings for the residence of the officers of the Crown, for the use of 
the judiciary, for offices of record; and, in short, to create a great social organization, 
with all its civil, judicial, and military establishments, in a wilderness of forest and 
mountain, is a herculean task, even with all the appliances of wealth and skill, and it 
must necessarily involve, in the first place, a large expenditure, much beyond the means 
of the country to defray. 

18. I will, however, do everything in my power to make the colonial revenue meet as 
large a portion of the public expenditure as is consistent with its means and early 
development, but more than that I'am sure it is not the wish of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to require. 

19. My own opinion of the matter is that Parliament should at once grant the sum of 
200,0001., either as a free gift or a loan to be repaid hereafter, in order to give the new 
colony a fair start in a manner becoming the great nation of whose empire it forms a 
part. The acquisition is worth the sacrifice, which will soon be largely repaid by the 
power and influence and wealth to be derived from the new possession. 

20. In the meantime, until the colony is in a position to afford a sufficient revenue to 


. defray the expenses of its Government, I have to beg your instructions as to the payment 
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of the salaries of the public officers, and of the cost of public buildings. I presume the 
necessary funds will be provided, and that I am authorized to draw on the Colonial 
Department for such sums as may be wanted for the public service. 

21. Ihave not yet taken advantage of the authority granted in your letter to appoint 
a treasurer, nor have I established a gold escort, nor commenced giving Government 
receipts in lieu of deposits of gold, and for the reason that I have not been able to 
secure the services of officers to whom I could intrust the execution of those important 
duties. 

22. In proposing to establish a gold escort I had no other object in view than to confer 
a substantial benefit on the miners, by providing a secure means of transport from the 
mines to Victoria, where the gold would have been deposited in the public treasury until 
called for by the owner, and the whole expense of transport was to be defrayed by a 
charge on the deposits. I also felt that the proper influence of a Government is 
confirmed and extended by such useful services. I was afraid, however, to undertake 
the measure without the aid of efficient officers, as it was adding to the labour and 
responsibilities under which I have been so often almost ready to sink, having for the last 
six months discharged unaided the whole functions of two distinct governments. 

23. We have arranged a postal system on a small scale, which provides for the present 
wants of the country, and the receipts of postage pay the whole expense of the 
Department. . 

24, I shall not fail to attend to your instructions in respect to the employment of the 
public surveyors, who will begin to operate on the soil of British Columbia with as little 
delay as possible. 7 7 

25. I shall also give careful attention to your instructions on the important subject of 
future government, and will reserve its consideration for a future and separate Despatch, 
after receiving the additional directions which it is added in your Despatch are to be 
forwarded with my commission. 

26. I lost no time in attending to your instructions, and have now the honour of 
transmitting herewith a report on the harbours of Vancouver’s Island, prepared. by 
Captain Richards, commanding H.M. surveying ship ‘ Plumper,” which contains a great 
deal of useful information on the subject treated. I will procure and forward further 
information by every opportunity. 

27. I will moreover, as you have considerately suggested, not enter upon any acts of 
general legislation until I am fully authorized thereto. 

Having thus replied to the several points in your Despatch, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. . Governor. 

&c. &c. 4 ) 
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To his Excellency James Doveras, Governor of Vancouver’s Island and its Dependencies, Commander- 
in-Chief and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c. &c. &e. 


Victoria, October 27, 1858. 
~ Iy compliance with your Excellency’s request, I have the’ honour to submit to your Excelleney 
the following plan for the organization of a Civil and Criminal Judiciary in British Columbia. 

A Supreme Court, composed of a Chief Justice and:two Puisne Judges, to have jurisdiction in all 
civil pleas and cases whatsoever in law and equity where the amount involved shall be fifty pounds or 
more. ‘This Court to hold four terms in each year, to wit, Hilary, Easter, Trinity, and Michaelmas. 
The sittings of these terms to be in banc for the hearing and final determination of all matters brought 
on appeal and the correction of error. 

A registrar or clerk, with a seal. 

The justices of the Supreme Court shall appoint the time and place for the holding of nisi prius and 
assize in the several districts. Four terms of such Court shall be held in each district every year, and 
they shall assign among themselves the terms each shall respectively hold in such districts. 
~ They shall have jurisdiction for the trial of all matters, both ¢ivil and criminal, in law and equity, 
subject to appeal "to the Supreme Court, by writ of error or bill of exceptions taken at the trial, in 
all cases where the amount involved shall exceed fifty pounds, or offence charged involving punishment 
of higher grade than imprisonment for one year or fine exceeding one hundred pounds. 

There should bein each district a judge having jurisdiction in all matters ecclesiastical, involving 
the estates of deceased persons, custody of the person and estates of infants, lunatics, and persons of 
weak or unsound mind, arid in all civil cases where the amount claimed does not exceed fifty pounds. 
They shall also preside at the Court of Quarter Session held in their respective districts for the trial of 
petty crimes and misdemeanors. ‘They shall hold a term once every month. 

There should be two or more justices of the peace in each district, with jurisdiction to take infor- 
“mation in all criminal cases, and when proper to issue warrant of arrest, and to examine the case; if 
the information be for a petty offence, to summarily hear, try, and determine the same; if for felony or 
misdemeanor, to hold to bail or commit to jail to be tried by. Court of Sessions or Court of Assize. 

The justices to report monthly to the Governor the number of arrests, what for, trials, acquittals, 
convictions, commitments, amount of fines collected, &c. &e. 

~- There should be appointed a high sheriff for each district, whose duty it shall be to attend the 
sittings of the Supreme Court when held in their district, the Court of Nisi Prius, and assize terms, 
and the Court of Quarter Session, to enforce the law and execute all the process of the several Courts 
enumerated. 

An efficient constabulary force, to preserve order and carry into effect the process, orders, judgment, 
and sentences of the justices of the peace, &c. &c., and Court of Sessions, and when necessary to aid 
the sheriff in the execution of any process, and when required by the sheriff to aid him in the 
execution of any process. 

Justices of the peace may from time to time, in their discretion, appoint, under oath, special constables 
to enforce the law and carry into effect their orders and sentences. 

_.There should be in each district a suitable building for the holding of the several Courts, and a 
common jail. In the district where the Supreme Court sit in banc a more commodious building will be 
required, with proper Court room, judges’ chambers, offices for the registrar or clerk, and sheriff. 

| beg leave to suggest to your Excellency the paramount necessity of proper legal books and 
statutes for the use of the various Courts and public officers. Without these indispensable adjuncts the 
law will be imperfectly understood and badly administered. It matters not however brilliant a presiding 
judge may be, he will find a constant recurrence to legal books and the statutes absolutely necessary 
to the just administration of law. A public expenditure for this purpose will be found most wise and 
salutary. ‘The want of these necessary aids has greatly embarrassed the discharge of duties pertaining 
to the office your Excellency has been pleased to assigned me. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) Grorcre PrEarKEs, 
Crown Solicitor and Attorney. 


Sir, 





Enclosure 2 in No. 7. 
British Cotumsia. 
Axstract of Montgs received for Gotp Mrnine Licences (prepaid). 





Dollars. cents. Dollars. cents, 


Victoria : 














Amount received - - “ - 24,970 00 
Less expense of collection - - - 2,567. 25 
22,402 75 
“ Satellite :” 
Amount received = - - - - 1,520 00 
Less expense of collection - - - 480 75 
Se * 1,089 25 
“ Recovery :” 
Amount received . - - > 6,888 61 
Less expense of collection - - - 889 35 
5,999 26 
§ 29,441 26 
E.E., Victoria, Vancouver's Island, (Signed) Arex. C. ANDERSON, 


October 4, 1858, Collector. 
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bocistuie'’S in Axstract of Monins received for SUFFERANCES. 














No. 7. 

Dollars. cents. Dollars. cents. 

Amount collected by H.M.S. “ Satellite ” - 270 00 

Less expenses of collection’ = - - 17990 
—- 150 10 

Amount collected by the Hudson’s Bay Company’s 

brigantine “ Recovery” - - - - 1,285 00 

Less expenses of collection = - po ese 986 55 
bathe 248 45 
$398 55 


(Signed) ALEX, C. ANDERSON, 
E.E., Customs, Victoria, Collector. 
October 4, 1858. 


net x Enclosure 4 in No. 7. 
nclosure in 
No. 7. Britisn Cotumsta. 


Axstract of Monts received on account of Heap Money, from June 12 to September 30, 1858. 





Dollars. cents. Dollars. cents. 
Amount collected - - - - - 5,761 50 
Less expenses of collection - - - 288 08 
$5,473 42 


(Signed) | RopErick FINLAYSON, 
E.E., Customs, Victoria, pro Collector. 
October 24, 1858. 
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Enclosure 5 in 
No. 7. British CotumMsta. 


Axstract of Montes collected on account of Duties, from August 30 to October 26, 1858. 











Dollars. cents. Dollars. cents. 
Amount collected - - - 7 - 9,996 08 
Less expenses of collection - $499 80 
Less amount of duties remitted 
‘Sea Bird” ~ 92 60 : 
on goods lost per “ Sea Bird Bi 592 30 


—| $9,403 78 


(Signed) RopErick Finiayson, 
E.E., Customs, Victoria, pro Collector. 
October 24, 1858. 








Enclosure 6 in ‘ t 
No. 7. Enclosure 6:in No. 7. 


BrititsH CoLuMBIA. 


RecapPiruLaAtTiIon of ABSTRACTS. 





Mining Licenses - . - - - §29,441°26 
Sufferances - = - - - 398°55 

Head Money - - s - - 5,473 °42 © 
Duties - “ i ta - - 9,403°78 
§44,717°14 
E.E., Customs, Victoria, ————— 


October 24, 1858. 
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Cory of Lerrrr from Grorcr Henry Ricuarps, Captain H. M. Surveying Ship “Plumper,” to 
Governor Doves, dated Birch Bay, Gulf of Georgia, October 23, 1858. 

Sir, i 

Wirn reference to your letter of the 14th instant, requesting me to furnish you with a general 

report on the harbours of Vancouver’s Island and the coast of British Columbia, together with such 


other pig as 1 may have gained in the course of the maritime survey the “ Plumper” is 
engaged in, 
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I have now the honour to forward you the enclosed report. The pressing calls on my time, in 
connexion with the boundary survey, have, I regret to say, obliged me to make it more general and 
cursory than I could have. wished; but I feel at the same time that your Excellency’s thorough 
acquaintance with every subject connected with these countries must render any observations from me, 
except in a strictly nautical sense, almost superfluous. 

: I have, &c. 
(Signed) Grorcr Henry Ricwarps, 
Captain of H. M. Surveying Ship “ Plumper.” 


Sub-Enclosure. 


Tue Strait of Fuca is the great thoroughfare through which ships must pass to reach the ports and 
harbours on the southern and eastern coasts of Vancouver Island, as well as those of British Columbia 
adjacent to it on the continent, and through the centre of this strait runs the boundary line which 
separates the British possessions from those of the United States 6f North America. 

Its entrance lies between the parallels of 48° 23’ and 48° 35’ north latitude, and in the meridian of 
124° 45’ west longitude; Point Bonilla on Vancouver Island being its northern point, and Cape 
Flattery (or Classet) of Vancouver its southern; its direction is nearly east and west for about seventy 
miles, or to its junction with the channels, which lead by a northerly course to the Gulf, or more 
properly speaking the Strait of Georgia, which separates Vancouver Island from the continent of 

merica. 

The Strait of Fuca maintains an average width of about eleven miles, and is free from hidden dangers. 

The approach is safe for all description of vessels, being subject to no other dangers than those 
incident to gales and fogs, the former are not frequent during summer, and the prevailing winds at that 
season are from $.W. or N.W.; during the winter months, or from October until March, S.E. gales are 
not unfrequent, but generally with considerable intervals of tranquil weather. Fogs, often lasting for 
several days together, prevail in October, November, and December, and present the greatest difficulty 
with which the seaman has to contend; his soundings, however, are a good guide, and in moderate 
weather he will generally find anchorage within a mile of either shore. 

The facility of entering and navigating this strait has lately been much increased by the erection of 
lighthouses on the southern shore by the Government of the United States. 

That of Cape Flattery is an admirable light, and may be seen at the distance of twenty miles in clear 
weather. It is erected on the small island of ‘Tatouche,.a mile from the pitch of the cape, and is 
162 feet above the sea level. The light of New Dungeness is also of the greatest assistance to the 
navigator; it is built on the spit of that name, sixty-seven miles eastward of Cape Flattery, and is 
100 feet above the sea level; a fog bell is attached to the lighthouse. 

Within the last few days a light has also been shown on Smith or Blunt Island, which lies almost in 
the centre of the strait, at its eastern termination. In order to render the strait perfectly safe and 
accessible to vessels at all times, I should recommend that the British or Vancouver shore, should be 
lighted in a similar manner. ‘Thus, a light should be placed on Bonilla Point, opposite to Cape Flattery, 
and distant thirteen miles from it, and another on the Race Islands, a dangerous cluster of rocks at the 
S.E. point of Vancouver Island, and only nine miles from the harbour of Esquimalt; this latter is 
essentially and immediately necessary, as all vessels bound for either Esquimalt or Victoria round these 
rocks at no great distance, and strong and uncertain tides and races exist among them. 

It would also be very desirable that a harbour light should be placed at the entrance of Esquimalt, 
which would enable vessels to enter at night or pick up an anchorage in Royal roads outside. 

There are, of course, many other points on which it would be necessary to place lights, in order to 
render the Haro and Rosario Straits, as well as the Gulf of Georgia, navigable at night, and as commerce 
increases they will doubtless be considered; but those I have already mentioned are all that are 
requisite to the safe navigation of the Strait of Fuca, and to enable the seaman to reach by night or 
day the harbour of Esquimalt and Victoria on Vancouver Island, and the numerous ports of the United 
States on the continent between New Dungeness and Admiralty Inlet. 

Before quitting the Strait of [uca, it seems desirable to offer a few remarks on the anchorages on 
both its shores, though there are none which, strictly speaking, can be considered as good harbours, 
available to a ship in distress. 

On the Vancouver shore are, firstly, Port San Juan, thirteen miles eastward of Bonilla Point, and an 
equal distance from Cape Flattery ; this is a spacious bay with a very convenient depth of water, well 
sheltered from all but 5.W. winds, which would send a swell into it. I-imagine, however, that ships 
with good ground tackle would ride out in safety almost any gale, and vessels of moderate size might 
eyen find shelter from these winds. 

Between Port San Juan and Sooke Inlet, a distance of thirty-two miles, there is no sheltered 
anchorage. The Basin of Sooke, though a magnificent anchorage capable of holding a fleet, and 
perfectly land-locked, is entered by a narrow and somewhat intricate channel, scarcely adapted for 
sailing vessels. ‘There is anchorage off its entrance, and a stranger with the chart could run sufficiently 
far in to gain shelter from any wind; to a steamer there is no difficulty. Becher Bay is four miles 
eastward of Sooke Inlet, and if a vessel should be caught in a gale from the $.E., and not able to 
weather the Race rocks, she could gain good shelter by running into it, and anchoring inside Frazer 
Island. 

Having once rounded the Race rocks, however, the harbour of Esquimalt, only nine miles distant, 
can always be reached with any wind that would bring bad weather. 

Parry Bay, four miles northward of the Race rocks, offers good anchorage to vessels bound out of 
the straits and meeting with a strong westerly wind. 

On the south side of the strait are several stopping places. Neeah Bay, five miles eastward of Cape 
Flattery lighthouse, offers good shelter with westerly winds or with those from east or S.E. 

Callum Bay, sixteen miles from the eastward, m i used as a stopping place for vessels wind bound, 
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Port Angelos, fourteen miles from New Dungeness, is sheltered from all winds; while New Dunge- 
ness itself offers secure, though rather deep, anchorage to a vessel seeking shelter. 

I will now offer a few observations on the harbour of Esquimault, which, from its position and 
éapabilities, would appear destined to become the emporium not only of Vancouver Island, but also in 
a great measure of the new colony which has just been called into existence under the name of British 
Columbia. Though not a first-class harbour in point of size, it has ample room for twelve ships of the 
line; besides many smaller vessels. _ It affords good shelter, and the holding ground is good; it is eas 
of ingress and egress; the shores of its numerous bays and creeks are well adapted for wharfage, wi 
sufficient depth of water for merchant ships to lie alongside. There are good sites for docks, although 
from the small amount of rise and fall of tide, ten to eleven feet, some excavation would be necessary, 
to which the nature of the bottom appears to offer no difficulty. Limestone is obtainable, and, in 
common with all the harbours of Vancouver Island, its shores are thickly timbered. 

It is not, however, free from the defect which is common to the island generally, viz., the scarcity of 
natural springs of water m summer; but water can be always obtained by sinking wells to a sufficient 
depth, and there is an inexhaustible lake within a short distance of the western side of the harbour, 
whose waters could be conducted to the sea side at a very trifling expense. 

There is yet another cause which Inust add to the importance of Esquimalt in a maritime point of 
view, which is that it is at the extremity, as it were, of sailing navigation. Although the Gulf of 
Georgia and the channels leading into it have been navigated by sailing vessels, yet the disadvantages 
are obvious and very great, and the loss of time incalculable. The general absence of steady winds 
among these channels, the great strength and uncertainty of the tides, and the existence of many 
hidden dangers could not fail to be productive of constant accidents, and in a commercial point of view 
such a class of vessels could never answer. ‘The time, I apprehend, is passed also when ships of war 
without steam power would be likely to visit these waters. 

Esquimalt is, therefore, well adapted as a port of entry for sailing ships making the long sea voyage 
from England or other distant countries, and is equally well suited as the depdt and starting point of a 
line of steamers for the Frazer River or other ports in British Columbia. | 

The harbour of Victoria, three miles from Esquimalt, though it can never cope with the latter as a_ 
naval depot or as a haven for large merchant ships, on account of its intricate and shallow entrance, is 
nevertheless far from being unimportant. Vessels of considerable draught can enter by attending to 
the tides, and when within there is ample space and depth for a large number of ships. Near the head 
of Victoria it is only separated from Esquimalt by a narrow neck of land, through which it seems 
probable at no distant time a canal will connect the two harbours. it 

-'Ten miles eastward of Esquimalt, the coast of Vancouver Island turns abruptly to the N.N.W., and 
here commences an archipelago which extends eastward to the continent for thirty miles, and northward 
for about the same distance; through this archipelago there are three distinct ship channels leading into 
the Gulf or Strait of Georgia. 

The question through which of these channels the boundary line is to be continued from the Gulf of 
Georgia to the Strait of Fuca is at present pending between the British Government and that of the 
United States of America. 

The three channels in question are the Haro Strait, the Middle Channel, and the Rosario Strait. 

The Haro Strait lies between Vancouver Island and the principal islands composing the archipelago ; 
the Rosario Strait between the contiment and the same group; and the Middle channel, as its nam 
imports, divides the group, taking an almost central direction through the whole. 

I have already observed that these channels are essentially adapted to steam navigation, and I will 
add that so soon as the survey now in progress is completed and published (probably in the course of 
the next year), they will be perfectly safe navigable channels for the largest class of ships with adequate 
steam power. 

This Rosario and Haro Straits are probably on a par, as regards their capabilities, and if lighted 
would be safely navigated by night. 

The Middle Channel is narrower, and has a somewhat encumbered southern entrance; it would, 
therefore, probably not be chosen at night, though by day it is equally safe as the others, and possesses 
some advantages from being more sheltered. 

There are safe and good anchorages in each of these straits ; to describe them individually here would, 
I presume, be unnecessary, as they will all be minutely shown on the chart which is in course of com- 
pletion, and which will doubtless be published so soon as received at the Hydrographic Office. 

I may, however, mention generally the capabilities of the principal of them. 

In the Haro Strait, Cordova Bay on the western or Vancouver shore offers good anchorage. 

On Stewart Island, which helps to form the eastern side of the strait, there are snug and land-locked 
harbours, easily accessible to steamers; and among the Saturna group—the western boundary of the 
strait, where it enters the Gulf of Georgia—there is good shelter for a fleet, accessible either to sailin 
vessels or steamers. . 

In the Middle Channel the principal anchorage is in Griffin Bay, San Juan Island, one mile within 
the southern entrance; this is in all respects an eligible harbour; and I may add that the island of San 
Juan is the only one of any considerable size which is valuable, in an agricultural point of view, among 
the whole archipelago. 

There is another good harbour, though somewhat small, in the Middle Channel; it is also on the 
eastern side of San Juan, four miles northward of Griffin Bay. 

On Waldron Island there are two good anchorages. 

In the Rosario Channel there are also several good anchorages,—on the eastern side, almost at its 
entrance, between Barrows and Fidalgo Islands, and on the western side equally near the entrance. 
The eastern shore of Lopez Island offers good shelter. Further north, in the channels between Fidalgo 
and Gurmes Islands, in the prosecution of our survey, we found convenient anchorage; and Strawberry 
Bay of Vancouver, on the west side of Cypress Island, is an eligible place of shelter, 

The island of Orcas, the largest of the whole group, possesses two extensive sounds, which may be 
entered by the largest steamers with great facility both from Rosario and the Middle Channels, and 
either of them are capable of holding the largest fleets. 
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Bellingham Bay, on the eastern shore of Rosario Channel, is an eatensive sheet of water, affording Britis 
good anchorage, and where the Americans have more than one town or city. Coal has been found and Corvmeta: 
partially worked here. — 

On leaving the archipelago by either of the channels just mentioned we enter the Gulf of Georgia, 
which is here formed by the continent of America on the east, and by a narrow chain of islands lying 
immediately off Vancouver Island on the west, and is about twelve miles in width. 

On its eastern shore, twelve miles to the northward, is Semiahmoo, or Boundary Bay; on the sea- 
coast of which the 49th parallel first enters the waters of the gulf, and, continuing west, passes through 
the tongue of land known as the Point Roberts, of Vancouver, leaving something more than a mile and 
a half of this point, by the Oregon treaty of 1846, in the possession of the United States. In that 
portion of Semiahmoo Bay which lies south of the parallel there is a small but good anchorage, known 
as Drayton Harbour. In that portion which lies north of the parallel, and consequently belongs to Great 
Britain, there is no harbour; but there is, nevertheless, good anchorage, unless with strong southerly 
gales, and this anchorage is little over half a mile from Drayton Harbour. 

At Point Roberts in like manner, both on its eastern and western faces, there is very fair anchorage z 
on the American side of the parallel; while on the British side there is no anchorage to the eastward, 
and a very indifferent one to the westward. 

Seven miles northward of Point Roberts is the entrance of Frazer River, the general direction of which 
is north-easterly and northerly, and lying wholly in British territory ; it is navigable for large ships for 
more than twenty miles, or as high as the position of Fort Langley; from thence small flat steamers 
have been as high as Fort Hope, a further distance of about fifty miles. 

There seems no doubt, from the natural capabilities of this river, that it is the most favourable spot 
that could be chosen as the future capital of British Columbia. My personal experience and knowledge 
of the country extends at present no farther than the entrance, which has been this year examined and 
surveyed by the officers of the “ Plumper ;” but from the concurrent testimony of those who are qualified 
to judge, and among these I would mention Dr. Lyall, the naturalist and surgeon of the ship (at 
present engaged in the interior), the country, a few miles within the entrance, is in all respects suitable 
as"the site of a new colony. 

As regards the probability of superior coal to that found on Vancouver Island being discovered on the 
continent, I have not had an opportunity of judging; but doubtless Mr. Bowerman, the geologist of 
Major Hawkins’ expedition, could afford valuable information on that and on many other points. 

The facilities for entering the river, however, appear to me to bear more particularly on maritime 
and commercial interests, and to come more immediately within my province to describe ; on this point 
I am able to offer an opinion with some confidence. 

An extensive bank or series of banks extend westward from the mouth of the river for a distance of 
five miles, and then trends south-eastward until it nearly joins the western side of Point Roberts, and 
northward towards Point Grey, which is the southern entrance point of Burrard Inlet; through this 
bank the river, by the strength of its own stream, has forced an almost straight passage into the Gulf 
of Georgia, in a direction nearly S.S.W. In the shoalest part of this channel there is twelve feet at low 
water, and from eighteen to twenty feet at high; this shoal part extends but little over a mile, and both 
inside and outside the depth of water is considerably greater. At the outer sand-heads of the entrance 
the width of the passage is more than three cables’ length; but this width contracts considerably within, 
and at the shoalest part is not over a cable and a nalf. 

The south sand-head uncovers at low water, the other does not, but with a fresh wind the sea 
breaks on it; when within the sand-heads there is good anchorage in four to five fathoms. 

The greatest difficulty attendant on the navigation of Frazer River is to hit upon the entrance, which 
only shows itself at low water, or when, in consequence of gales, the sea breaks on it. 

It is true, there are natural leading marks which will point it out approximately in clear weather, but 
these marks are so distant and so frequently obscured that they can rarely be depended upon, and even 
in clear weather would not always be recognized by a stranger. 

_ The measures I would propose to be adopted, to render the navigation safe and easy, in the event of 
the river rising in commercial importance, are as follows :— 

A small vessel, prepared for the purpose to carry a signal by day and a light by night, should be 
moored, with suitable anchors and chains, near the south sand-head; on board her should be stationed 
a pilot, provided with a whale-boat, and whose especial duty it should be to keep the buoys in their 
position, and replace them if carried away by tide or floating timber. I would not recommend any 
expensive system of buoying; a few buoys—perhaps four or six—made from the trunks of trees, 
painted, and moored with chain and ballast, would answer all the purpose; the pilot’s services 
would not then be required to conduct vessels through the shoals unless by any accident the buoys 
were removed. ‘There should also be one or more river pilots, according to the demand for their 
services, to conduct vessels, after they have entered the river, as far as Fort Langley. 

I should observe that after clearing the shoals there is sufficient water for vessels of any draught as 
high as Langley—tive, seven, and, in some places, ten fathoms, and all that would be required would 
be a knowledge of the channel, which never alters. 

If the light vessel should be considered objectionable, then a suitable beacon should be erected on 
the south sand-head, to point out its position; though I much doubt, from the nature of the sand, 
whether such a beacon would remain for any length of time. A buoy would also be objectionable, as a 
vessel must frequently be employed to examine the moorings, and it is liable to be carried away by 
floating trees. 

Moreover one of the principal uses of the vessel would be as a dwelling for the pilot, who at the 
entrance of the river proper would be five miles from his station; besides the land at the entrance is 
very low and swampy for some considerable distance, and subject to be entirely overflowed at one 
season of the year, 

In conclusion, the Frazer has this great advantage over the generality of large rivers; instead of 
emptying itself into an exposed ocean, as the Columbia does, where even a moderate breeze frequently 
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raises a sea on the bar such as to cause shipwreck and great loss of life, it debouches into a sheltered 
strait. . 

The neighbouring coast of Vancouver, distant only twelve miles, forming a breakwater to all but 
north-west winds, with which ships could run into Semiahmoo Bay, and find secure anchorage. 
Although vessels have frequently grounded on the shoals of Frazer River, I believe that no case of 
shipwreck or loss of life or property has resulted therefrom. 

mmediately north-westward of razer River commences that series of deep and remarkable inlets, 
concerning which almost the only information.we possess is derived from the hurried and partial 
exploration of Vancouver in the last century. It does not seem probable that any great extent of 
agricultural land is to be found among them, though doubtless their mineral treasures only require 
development. 

It now remains to consider what may be termed the inner waters of Vancouver, which, both to the 
commercial and agricultural colonist, will assuredly be second in importance to no other portion of the 
island. 

The eastern side of the island then, from its south-east point to the harbour of Nanaimo, a distance 
of about 70 miles, is enclosed by a compact barrier of smaller islands, completely shutting it in from 
the Gulf of Georgia, except by two narrow channels to the eastward and one very narrow one leading 
into Nanaimo Harbour, the only wide entrance imto these waters being from the southward, a 
divergence from the Haro Strait. 

Within this space lie the fertile valleys of Saanitch and Cowitchin, which, as well as many of the 
smaller islands, appear well adapted for cultivation. ‘ 

The channels are admirably suited to steam navigatian or to sailing coasting vessels, for the tides, 
except in the narrow passes which communicate with the Gulf of Georgia and Nanaimo, are by no 
means strong. 

The depth of water as a general rule is inconveniently great, but the result of the survey, so far as 
it has been carried out, proves that there are numerous good and convenient anchorages; doubtless 
many others will be found as the work progresses. 

The harbour of Cowitchin and the Saanitch Inlet are among the most important of these inmer 
waters; the former affords excellent anchorage, and a river of considerable extent runs into its head, 
which is navigable for boats, and may be adapted to mill power. 

Saanitch Inlet runs in a southerly direction for nearly fifteen miles, its head reaching within five miles 
of the harbour of Esquimalt. Neither of these localities have yet been thoroughly surveyed by us, 
but doubtless the officers of the Hudson Bay Company are well acquainted with their capabilities. 

Of Nanaimo, which, on account of its coal mines, is already one of the most important harbours on 
the island, it seems necessary to offer a few remarks. 

It is a well sheltered port, having a good entrance from the Gulf of Georgia, and another from the 
south by the inner waters before described. ‘This latter is very narrow, though with a good depth of 
water, and a very rapid tide runs through it. It is generally used by small steamers, and there is no 
reason why it may not be taken advantage of by vessels of any size, having sufficient steam power, 
when surveyed. . 

The saving of the distance from Esquimalt to Nanaimo by the inner channels is twenty miles, the 
whole distance being about sixty-six miles. By the Haro Strait and Gulf of Georgia it is about eighty- 
six miles. ‘The harbour of Nanaimo, though a good one, has some banks which should be buoyed to 
render it safe for a stranger to enter (some temporary beacons are already erected by the Hudson Bay 
Company). A good pier has lately been built, alongside of which vessels may lie and coal with great _ 
facility. As much as 150 tons has been taken by one vessel in a day, and several vessels together 
might take in the same quantity. Several thousand tons are ready for shipping, and the miners easily 
keep that quantity on hand. As regards the quality of the coal, it more resembles the Newcastle than 
any other, and is but little inferior to the average of that description; it answers very well for steam 
purposes, but produces a dense smoke, and the tubes of the boilers require sweeping more frequently 
than with any other coal I am acquainted with. ‘There are some good streams at and near Nanaimo 
well adapted to mill power, and there are other good harbours in the vicinity, close to coal beds, but 
which have not yet been surveyed. 

Of the several inlets and sounds which indent the western coast of the island but little is yet known. 
Since the time of Vancouver they have been rarely visited except by sealers and small vessels, who - 
trade with the natives for oil and fish. 

The knowledge which these men have gained I have rarely found them willing to communicate; 
they possibly make a good harvest, and are unwilling that their preserves should be more frequently 
disturbed. 

Many years since I visited Nootka Sound, which probably may be taken as a type of the others. 
Their general characteristic, deep and narrow channels, studded with islands and thickly timbered ; 
spars of large size procurable, and probably those of a superior kind will be found at the head of 
these arms, which in some instances reach midway to the eastern coast of the island. It is more than 
probable that when the tide of emigration shall set in the direction of Vancouver Island, these inlets 
will become of great importance, particularly that of Nitinat or Barclay Sound on the S.W. coast, 
close to the entrance of Fuca Strait, and the head of whose waters has been reached in little more 
than a day’s journey on foot, from the coast a few miles north of Nanaimo Harbour on the east coast. 
Mr. Horn, a gentleman of the Hudson Bay Company who made this journey, informs me that he 
crossed a very extensive lake in the centre of the island, and that much good and open land exists in 
its neighbourhood entirely free from the dense forests which fringe the whole séa-coast of the island. 

It is also certain that valuable fisheries might be established in these deep sounds, and great 
quantities of good oil exported; and it more than probable, nay, almost certain, that seams of coal will 
be discovered, 

Grorcre Henry RicuarpDs, 
Captain H.M.S. “ Plumper,” Vancouver Island Survey. . 
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No. 8. British 

; CoLuMBIA, 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, = 
Bart. —™ 


No. 7. 
( Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, October 27, 1858. 
(Received December 14, 1858.) 
Sir, (Answered, No. 16, February 7, 1859, p. 78.) 

1, I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 9,* of the Mag hty 6) 
14th of August, and I hasten to attend to your requisition for information on the subject ~“" fi 
of the disposal of land in British Columbia to companies or private individuals. 

2. In order to meet your instructions more fully on that subject, I directed Mr. Sur- 

veyor Pemberton to draw up a report describing in a general manner the existing 
arrangements for the sale of land on Vancouver's Island, and the proposed arrangements 
for the sale of land in British Columbia. That report 1 have now the honour of here- _ Enclosure. 
with transmitting to you. It embodies my own views on the subject of land sales, except 
on one or two points. 
__ 5. Mr. Pemberton, for instance, suggests that the system of receiving payment for 
Crown lands by four annual instalments, instead of immediate payment, should be 
abandoned, on account of the trouble and difficulty of collecting the instalments; but 
reasons equally cogent may be urged in support of the existing system, such as the benefit 
and relief it gives to poor settlers, and [ am therefore of opinion that the same system 
may be extended with advantage to British Columbia in all sales of country Jands ex- 
céeding fifty acres, but not in sales of town lands, which are always paid for on receiving 
the title deeds. 

4. We propose to sell country land in Fraser’s River and other mining districts at the 
fixed price of 1/. per statute acre, and town land according to the public value of the site, 
I think however it might be advisable to adopt a lower selling price than 1/. per acre, in 
purely agricultural districts, where no minerals are found, for the purpose of encouraging 
early settlement. That, however, is an arrangement which may be reserved for further 
consideration. 

5. I propose for the present to reserve all mineral lands, which are generaily speaking 
unproductive under cultivation, for the purposes of revenue, such as a great part of the 
narrow belt of table-land, extending from the river to the mountains on the banks of 
Fraser’s River, between l’orts Hope and Yale. 

6. A series of meteorological observations would no doubt be highly interesting to the 

ublic, and we propose to have them taken at the surveying offices as soon as they are 
established, and we are supplied with the proper instruments. 

7. With these few observations I will close my remarks on Mr. Pemberton’s 
report. 

8. I beg also to assure you that we shall attend to the instructions contained in your 
said Despatch, concerning the disposal of land; preventing persons from squatting on the 
public lands ; keeping separate accounts of all revenue derived from the sale of land, and 
its application at present to the purposes of survey and communication, and the necessary 
accounts will be furnished from time to time after the public lands are brought into the 
market. 

9. I shall also not fail to give effect to your views in regard to the naturalization of 
foreigners, and you may rest assured that there will be no just cause of complaint for 
favours shown to the servants of the Hudson’s Bay Company ; and that every precaution 
will be taken to repress peculation and land-jobbing, and to protect the public interests 
committed to my care. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 


The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. | Governor. 
&e. &c. &c. 
a 
Enclosure in No. 8. Encl, in No. 8 
Land Office, Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 
Sir, October 26, 1858. 


I am honoured with your instructions requiring me to describe in a general manner existing 
arrangements for the sale of lands in Vancouver’s Island, and secondly, proposed arrangements for sale 
of lands in British Columbia. 
In Vancouver’s Island we consider lands, as 1st, country lands; 2nd, mineral; 3rd, town; and 4th, Vancouver's 
suburban. 3 Island, 
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Country lands have been sold at 1J. per acre, in lots from 20 acres upwards, to suit the means of 
urchasers. To encourage settlement, payment im four annual instalments has been received, and a 
fiberal allowance made for rock and swamp. 

The minimum size for sections sold now is 100 acres, owing to difficulties in giving access to smaller 
quantities, and to hinder speculators from purchasing selected spots with a view to prevent the sale of 
surrounding lands for their own benefit. It was also found necessary to discontinue allowances for 
rock and swamp, in the sale of small tracts of land. 

Until lately, the surveys easily kept pace with the purchases; if anybody required a particular piece 
of land, he paid for it, the lines were marked out, and he was at once put in possession. 

The instalment system is still im force, but whether it is desirable to continue it here, or to extend it 
to British Columbia is at least questionable; it has been of the utmost benefit to poor settlers, but on 
the other hand it increases the amount of office work, and when settlers decline, or are unable to 
up an instalment, it is found practically impossible to collect it. For the reason last named, I should 
suggest the abandonment altogether of the instalment system, lowering, if necessary, the price of 
land. hej 

In this office I have endeavoured to act on the principle, that no pre-emption claim to land can exist 
which cannot be traced to the cash book. If a district has been surveyed, an applicant for land 
within that district is simply told that such and such sections are sold and such not, and the cash book 
is referred to if necessary. If a district has not been surveyed, an applicant for land within that 
district states the quantity of land he requires, and pays the instalment. On the receipt, a rotation 
number is marked. When the surveys are complete, the date of payment decides the order of choice. 
The books are open to inspection. 

In lands where coal was supposed to exist, Nanaimo for instance, the usual deduction from the 
purchase money on account of rock and swamp was not made, but the full price of 1/. per acre was 
required. 

di sections of lands to be sold, we make reserves for main lines of roads only where it is certain 
communication is required. It is impossible at first to say with certainty in what places population 
will concentrate. After providing for main lines of road, I am of opinion that it should be understood, 
that when a district is settled, the people in it should appoint some one or two qualified persons to lay 
out the roads required in that district; or if the residents cannot agree, let the Legislature, when the 
question becomes pressing, empower some one to arrange the branch roads for them. Until a distriet 
is for the most part sold, no serious inconvenience from want of roads is felt, as access is had through 
unsold lands. 

In British Columbia it is proposed to use the 49th parallel as a base to build a series or network of 
square miles upon; every line to run true N. and S$. or E. and W. 

Each square mile to be subdivided into eight sections containing eighty acres each, or into six 
sections containing 107 acres nearly each; the latter would, perhaps, be preferable. In this system, 
discrepancies arising from convergence of meridians would be accounted for by selling each section for 
what it might actually contain. 

To reserve, for the sake of revenue, lands on which minerals are known to exist. They are generally 
worthless for purposes of cultivation. 

When town sites are decided on, to lay out town and suburban lots, and to sell them unconditionally, 
but in such quantities only as would discourage mere speculative purchasers. 

In all lands to be sold, to name an upset price; and if competition exists, to let the price offered 
decide. 

I would recommend omitting trigonometrical surveying at first, on account of the delay in bringing 
lands into market and allotting to purchasers, who may be expected to arrive in great numbers, and 
who will be put to much expense and inconvenience if not put in immediate possession of land. 

The square-mile system has the advantage of surveying and allotting in the one operation; when a 
country is trigonometrically surveyed, it has still to be allotted. 

Excepting the gentlemen attached to the Boundary Commission, there is a decided scarcity of men 
in this country sufficiently acquainted with practical astronomy, to carry this great work out, as well as 
of the proper instruments. If civil assistants are sent from England, some qualified person should 
examine strictly into their qualifications, and not be satisfied with mere credentials. ; 

Each surveyor should come provided with all the instruments he requires, to commence the fieldwork 
deseribed,—drawing instruments as well. ; 

It is proposed to establish district land offices at Langley, Hope, and Yale, and to place an assistant 
in charge of each. 

Metereological observations of a simple kind might be taken at those offices without oecasioning loss 
of time; if so, a few rain-gauges, weathercocks, thermometers, and barometers would be required. 

When preliminary arrangements are decided on, an edition of colonization circulars, similar to those 
issued at the London Emigration Office, for the purpose of giving information to persons desiring to 
emigrate, and to save time now occupied with explanations, and cheap maps to be sold at cost and 
charges, would be very serviceable. 

The foregoing remarks are, I think, in accordance with the instructions I have from time to time 
received from your Excellency. 

I have, &e. 
His Excellency J. Douglas, Esq. (Signed) Josern D, PemMBerron, 
Governor, &e. Acting Colonial Surveyor. 
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: No. 9. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Doveras to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 9.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island; November 3, 1858. 
Sir, (Received January 15, 1859.) 


1. I wave the honour of submitting the following remarks on the subject of 
establishing a seaport town for the Colony of British Columbia. 


2. The Colony of British Columbia possesses an extent of about 500 miles of sea- 
coast, stretching from the point where the 49th parallel of latitude first strikes the sea- 
coast to the line of the Russian possessions in Portland Canal. 


8. That circumstance obviously suggests the necessity of establishing in British 
Columbia for the convenience of trade more than one seaport town, where vessels may 
enter with cargoes of foreign goods. 


4. One seaport town, and that of the greatest present importance should be established 
at the entrance of Fraser’s River, and another in some convenient and accessible harbour, 
on the coast of British Columbia, north of Vancouver’s Island. 


5. There is unfortunately no convenient harbour for shipping at or in the near vicinity 
of Fraser’s River, that is to say, between the boundary of the United States in the 49th 
parallel of latitude to Point Grey, at the entrance of Burrard Canal. 


6. Extensive sand banks, sweeping five miles from the land into the Gulf of Georgia, 
and reaching from Point Roberts to Point Grey, form an open unsheltered anchorage, 
but there is no harbour on that section of the coast. 


7. The ship channel into Fraser’s River winds in a somewhat tortuous and narrow 
passage through those sands, and has a depth of water sufficient for vessels drawing 
18 feet. 


8. Beyond the sands the river increases in depth and the current in force and velocity. 
The banks for the first ten miles are low, being only a few feet above the water level, 
and there is a wide extent of wet marshy country on both banks of the river, intersected 
by creeks and covered with sedge, willows, and coarse grass. 


9. That low, wet district passed, the country presents a new aspect, being more 
elevated and covered with pines and other forest trees. 


i0. That is the point where the seaport town can be established to the greatest 
advantage, and for this reason, that it is accessible to sailing vessels, which, owing to the 
lofty banks on both sides of the river, beyond that point, can rarely depend upon a fair 
wind, or ascend further without using the warp, or by the help of steam. 


11. The “ Port of Entry” for all ships entering Fraser’s River for trade should be 
established somewhere about that point known as H. B. C. Tree, the first explorers of 
the river having marked a tree with those letters, and the point has ever since retained 
the name; while, for the convenience of general trade, and to prevent the risks and 
delays consequent on entering the river, a custom-house officer might be stationed at 
Point Roberts, or at some more convenient point on the sea-coast, outside of Fraser’s 
River, to enter ships bound to other ports in the Gulf of Georgia, north of Fraser’s 
River. 

12. ‘The accompanying chart,* showing the character of the country, near the mouth 
of Fraser’s River, and the point where it is here proposed to place the seaport town, will 
be found useful for reference. 


13. I would propose another plan, which is however open to adoption only should 
Vancouver’s Island be incorporated with British Columbia; and this is, that the safe and 
accessible harbour of Esquimalt, Vancouver’s Island, should be made the port of entry 
to sea-going vessels for both Colonies, leaving the navigation of the Gulf of Georgia and 
other inland waters for a class of steam vessels calculated to do the work with safety and 
despatch. This latter plan is very popular with the property holders of Vancouver’s 
Island, who are generally desirous of having the seaport town of British Columbia at 
Esquimalt or Victoria, where it now is; but if that plan should appear objectionable to 
Her Majesty’s Government, then there will remain the alternative of selecting the point 
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before described, about ten miles from Port Pelly, up Fraser’s River, where the land is 
level, dry, and otherwise well adapted as a town location. 


14. One of those two places will, | apprehend, have to be adopted in fixing upon the 
site of the seaport town of British Columbia. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 


The Right Hon. Sir E. B, Lytton, Bart. Governor. 


&c, &c. &e. 





No. 10. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Douctas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 


(No. 12.) 
SIR, 


Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 3, 1858. 
(Received January 15, 1859.) 

I nave the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Despatch, No. 5,* of the 2nd 
September 1858, forwarding to me copies of a correspondence between the Colonial Office 
and the Board of Admiralty, of the dates as per margin, on the subject of affording naval 
assistance to British Columbia. 

2. I glean from this correspondence the just appreciation you have formed of the 
importance of the service referred to; and I feel truly grateful for the great interest Her 
Majesty’s Government have taken in the protection and advancement of British Columbia, 
as is evidenced by the nature of the instructions which this correspondence has caused to 
be given to the Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty’s naval forces in the Pacific. 


I have, &c. 


(Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
| Governor. 


The Right Hon. Sir E, B. Lytton, Bart. 
&c. ke. &c. 





No. 11. 
Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Douetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No, 14.) 
SIR, 


Victoria, Vancouver's Island, November 4, 1858. 
(Received January 15, 1859.) 

I uAve the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 8,* of the 
2nd September last, referring to your Despatch No. 6, in which it is mentioned that the 
detachment of Royal Engineers which Her Majesty’s Government have taken measures 
to send to British Columbia would be maintained at the imperial cost for only a limited 
period, and that the Colony would afterwards have to defray the expense thereof; but 
that the more recent intelligence received since the date of your Despatch No. 6, of the 
prospect of raising a large and early revenue in the Colony, had caused an alteration in 
your views, with respect to the first charge for the engineer party ; and that Her Majesty’s 
Government now expect that British Columbia shall be self-supporting, and that the first 
charge upon the land sales must be that of defraying all the expenses which the engineer 
party shall occasion, and directing me to make suitable provision to reimburse the 
British ‘Treasury for any expenditure incurred on this account, as soon as the circumstances 
of the Colony permit. 
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2. I shall not fail to attend most carefully to those instructions, without, however, enter- 
taining much hope of being immediately able to meet the expense of the military 
establishments of the country, or of roads, surveys, public buildings, and other indispen- 
sable outlay, which must be incurred before the country can possibly become a fruitful 
source of revenue; like a nurseling, it must for a time, be fed and clothed; yet I trust it 
will, before many years, re-imburse the outlay, and repay the kind care of the mother 
country with interest. 

I have, &c. 


The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 





&c. &c. &c, Governor. 
No. 14%. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dove tas to the Right Hon. Sir E, B, Lyrron, 
Bart. 
No; 15.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 4, 1858. 
Sir, (Received January 15, 1859.) 


I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 7} of the 
2nd September last transmitting copies of a correspondence between the Colonial Depart- 
ment and the War Office, on the subject of the measures which had then been taken for 
sending a detachment of the Royal Engineers under the command of a Field Officer to 
British Columbia, and stating that Colonel Moody had been appointed to the command 
and to the office of Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works in British Columbia, and 
transmitting a copy of the instructions which had been addressed to that officer, with 
reference to the discharge of his duties in that capacity, and specifying the amount of 
regimental pay and colonial allowances to which he and the commissioned and non- 
commissioned officers of the detachment are entitled. 


I further observe the arrangements made for the conveyance of the larger portion of 
this detachment by Cape Horn, and for the despatch of 20 men and an officer by the 
way of Panama. 


2. I have no remark to make in reference to those arrangements, except to observe 
that in your instructions to Colonel Moody, and correspondence with the War Office, 
every difficulty appears to have been foreseen and provided for. , 


8. Colonel Moody’s appointment to the office of Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works will relieve me of much responsibility, and I look forward with satisfaction to the 

eriod of his arrival and the commencement of those useful labours which will tend so 
much to the advantage and development of the new Colony. 


The revenues of the country will not be immediately capable of defraying the 
expenses of this detachment, and I shall be under the necessity of drawing upon the 
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, according to the implied authority in Mr. Meri- 
vale’s letter of instructions of Colonel Moody, until the new Colony is in a position to 
meet that expenditure. 

I have, &c. 


The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. — (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&e. ke. &c. ! Governor. 
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BRITISH No. 13. 
CoLuMsBiA. 

om = Copy of DESPATCH from Governcr Dovetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 

0. 13, Bart. 
(No. 16.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, November 5, 1858. 

IR, (Received January 15, 1859.) 

* See page 56, I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 9,* of the 
Parti. 2nd September, and have to thank you for transmitting a copy of a correspondence 


between the Treasury and the Colonial Office, on the subject of the postal arrangements 
between England and British Columbia, a subject deeply interesting to every person 
connected with this country. 

2. I observe by that correspondence that it was proposed to extend the present mail 
service by the way of Halifax and Nassau to Colon at a probable expense of 25,000/. per 
annum, apparently with the view of facilitating postal communication between Van- 
couver’s Island and Canada, already accomplished wid New York. 

3. From Panama to Victoria Her Majesty’s Government would be inclined to establish 
a line of British Postal Steamers, but for the great expense, say 100,000/. 

For the present, therefore, it is proposed to enter into arrangements with the Post- 
master of the United States, for the carrying of mails from Panama to San Francisco 
and to invite tenders for their conveyance thence to this place, not being aware probably 
that the mails are already conveyed to Pugets Sound and this place by the United States 
Mail Steamers. It is also proposed to request the Postmaster of the United States to 
reconsider the time of departure of the United States mail steamers from Panama, so as 
to suit the Royal Mail Company’s steamers. , 

4. By existing arrangements we receive our mails once a fortnight, and have not 
much reason to complain. 

From England to Colon two routes are open, viz., vid New York and by the Royal 
Mail line. The former is the more certain of the two for letters, and the one generally 
adopted by business men, as it connects with the line between Panamaand San Francisco. 
The last named could hardly alter their periods of departure without confusion on the 
Atlantic side. If Her Majesty’s Government carry out their views, and establish a line 
from Nassau, we should thus have three lines arriving at Colon. As there will probably 
be a weekly line soon from Panama northwards, there would appear to be little gain by 
interfering with present arrangements between San Francisco and New York ‘Canada 
and England. 

5. A detention of sometimes a week occurs at San Francisco, not necessarily, but from 
want of arrangement on the part of the American authorities. ‘The steamer conveying 
the mail northward frequently calls at the Columbia River, where she is liable to 
detention, and also frequently does not deliver our mail till her return voyage from 
Olympia, at the head of Puget Sound, occasioning a loss of two days, and civing aie 
time to reply to letters received by the same mail. ikl 

6. The only detention and irregularity therefore which we would wish to see remedied 
lie between San Francisco and this place, and this could easily be effected by an arrange- 
ment with the Pacific Mail Company, or perhaps by the preferable mode of inviting 
tenders for the service. FF 

7. It would be advisable to stipulate, in any such arrangement, that the steamer leave 
San Francisco for Victoria direct within twelve hours after departure of the Atlantic 
mail at San Francisco, and leave Victoria on her return trip to San Francisco, in time to 
overtake the next succeeding mail. 

The voyage either way ought to be performed in about four days, thus allowing six 
days to reply to letters from Europe. 

%. When the resources of the Colony are more fully developed, a line of British postal 
steamers from Panama to Victoria would be the most satisfactory and advantageous to 
British interests in this part of the world. This line might touch at San Francisco and 
ports in Mexico, from whence treasure is largely exported, in all of which there are large © 
British interests, and between which there is a large passenger traffic. " 

9, Trusting that these remarks may not be found irrelevant, 

‘ ' I have, &c. 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

&c. &c. &e. Governor. 
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No. 14. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 17.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 5, 1858. 
Sir, (Received January 15, 1859.) 


I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 12,* of the 
2nd of September last, transmitting to me a copy of a letter from the Aborigines Pro- 
tection Society, invoking the protection of Her Majesty’s Government on behalf of those 

eople. 

2. While you do not wish to be understood as adopting the views of the society as to 
the means by which that may be best accomplished, you express a wish that the subject 
should have my prompt and careful consideration, and I shall not fail to give the fullest 
effect to your instructions on that head, as soon as the present pressure of business has 
somewhat abated. I may, however, remark that the native Indian tribes are protected 
in all their interests to the utmost extent of our present means. 


. I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir EK. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. Soi &c. Governor. 
No. 15. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetias to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 21.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 6, 1858. 
SIR, (Received January 15, 1859.) 


I nave the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Despatch of the 2nd Sep- 
tember 1858, No. 17,+ transmitting for my information copy of correspondence between 
the Colonial Office and the Foreign Office of the dates as per margin, touching certain 
queries addressed to Her Majesty’s Minister, at Washington, by the Secretary to the 
Pacific Mail Steam Packet Company. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&e. &e. oe Governor. 


No. 16. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrroy, 
Bart. 


(No. 22.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 6, 1858. 
’ (Received January 15, 1858.) 
I wave duly received your Despatch, No. 13,t of the 2nd September last, 
acquainting me that the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel propose to send one 
or two Missionary Chaplains to British Columbia with as little delay as possible. 


2. I am glad to learn that such is the intention of this Society, and I shall be most, 
happy to render every assistance in my power to the clergymen when they arrive. They 
will find there is an extensive field open to missionary enterprise, as well amongst the 
white population as amongst the native Indian tribes. 


3. The recent immigration into the British Possessions in these parts has consisted 
mainly of foreigners, and bearing this in mind, with the local position of the territory, 
and the influence that may be exercised by the ministers of religion over a people, it 
appears to me very desirable that there ice be but little opening for the introduction 
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of any foreign clergy; and for these reasons alone, merely as a matter of policy, and 
without entering into higher considerations, I esteem it of some importance that every 
encouragement should be given to promote the emigration to this country of English 
clergymen. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&e. &e. &c. Governor. 





No. 17. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Doveras to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrror, 
Bart. 


(No. 23.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, November 6, 1858. 
Sir, (Received January 15, 1859.) 

In acknowledging receipt of your Despatch of the 2nd September 1858, No. 3,* 
transmitting to me the Queen’s Revocation of the Crown Grant of the 30th May 1838, 
to the Hudson’s Bay Company, in so far as relates to the territories comprised within the 
Colony of British Columbia, I beg to acquaint you that the necessary Proclamation upon 
this subject will be made in the course of a few days. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B, Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 





&c. &e. &e. Governor. 
No. 18. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 25.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 8, 1858. 
Sir, (Received January 15, 1859.) 


In reply to your Despatch, No. 14,} of the 2nd of September, transmitting copy 
ofa letter which you addressed to Colonel Moody, on the subject of granting land, on 
certain conditions, to the non-commissioned officers and men of the Royal Engineers, who 
are to be employed in British Columbia, and instructing me to report to you my opinion 
whether it would be desirable to grant remissions on the purchase of land to retired 
officers of the army and navy, as was formerly the custom in many of the British Colonies, 
I have the honour to state, that without having had opportunities of acquiring information 
on the subject of your Despatch, Iam strongly biassed in favour of extending the system of 
locating retired officers of the army and navy in British Columbia, and of making 
grants to the men of the Royal Engineers of small portions of agricultural land, on 
condition of residence and military service in the Colony, if called upon. 

2. I think it especially desirable to introduce the remission system into British 
Columbia, for the purpose of adding a respectable British element to the population, and 
thereby infusing and encouraging sentiments of attachment and loyalty to the Crown. 
I think the advantages greatly outweigh any inconvenience that may in future arise to the 
Colony from the introduction of the system, seeing, as suggested in your Despatch, that 
the privilege of granting remissions on the purchase of land to retired officers might for 
a time be secured to military settlers, even should the Crown lands be hereafter made 
over to the Colony. 

8. I now submit a list of the officers for civil situations immediately required in the new 
Colony, feeling assured, however, that circumstances will soon render it necessary to 
allow a complete Civil Staff. 

4. Mr. Begbie will, as you have so kindly arranged, lend his general aid for the com- 
pilation of the necessary laws and other legal business, properly coming within the range 
of duties discharged by the Attorney-General, but as he cannot engage in conducting 
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suits on the part of the Crown, it is obvious that the appointment of a law officer for the  Brrttsx 
Crown is immediately required. I would thus suggest the following appointments :— CoLuMBIA. 
An Attorney-General. 
A Colonial Secretary. 
A Colonial Treasurer. 
A Colonial Accountant. 
The pay of those officers must necessarily be regulated by the expense of living in the 
Colony. 

A gentleman may live in England on an income of 1,000/. a year with far more 
comfort than an income of 1,800/. would command in this country. 

5. As the Attorney-General and Colonial Secretary will hold offices which should be 
filled by gentlemen of the best education and ability, I think that such men may not be 
disposed to. accept of a less valuable appointment, and perhaps the Treasurer, who will 
have to find heavy securities, may be included in the same category. 

6. The pay of the Accountant may be regulated by the pay allowed to the higher 
appointments, and probably about 700/. a year may be considered a fair compensation for 
that official. 

7. I will take the liberty of addressing you further on the wants of the Colony as they 

occur. 
' §. The want of efficient assistance, the multiplicity of the duties devolving on me, 
and the journeys I have been compelled to make into the gold regions for the enforce- 
ment of law and order, must plead my excuse for not addressing you more frequently on 
the affairs of the colony; though the reports of my two journeys to Fraser’s River 
embody almost the whole amount of reliable information that can yet be given in respect 
to the value and extent of the gold fields. 

I will, however, hereafter prepare a brief report on that subject by every mail. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 








&c. &ce. &c. Governor. 
No. 19. No. 19. 
Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Doucuias to the Right Hon. Sir KL. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 26.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, November 8, 1858. 
Sir, (Received Jan. 15, 1859.) 


I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 

Ist September last, marked ‘ Separate,”"* introducing Captain Parsons, of the Royal « viae page so, 
Engineers, who arrived here on the 29th ultimo, by the mail steamer “ Panama,” from Partl 
San Francisco, with the detachment under his command in perfect health. 

2. I have, according to your instructions, provided house accommodation for Captain 
Parsons and the detachment at this place, and I will afford him every possible assistance 
in my power towards providing for the arrival of Colonel Moody; and further, should 
temporary accommodation for the party. be required at any of the Hudson’s Bay trading 
posts, I will take care that such accommodation be afforded. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Governor. 
&c. &c. Sec. 





No. 20. 


; No. 20. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas to the Right Hon. Sir EK. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
. (No. 27.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 8, 1858. 
IR, 


: (Received Jan. 15, 1859.) 
1. I nave the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Despatch, No. 16,} of t See page 61, 
he 2nd § ber last, explanatory of the legal position whicli I fill i : is 
the <n st dba er last, explanatory of the legal position whicii 1 now in the colony of 
British Columbia, and the nature of the forms and duties demanding my immediate 
attention. : 
II. D 
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2. The instructions contained in your Despatch in reference to the discharge of those — 


duties will receive early attention, and with that view I purpose to proceed in a few days 
hence to British Columbia, to make formal proclamation of the Act of Parliament under 
which the colony is to be governed. I feel exceedingly obliged to you for your kindness 
in explaining the necessity and consequences of that formal proclamation of the Act, 
and of the proclamation of indemnity which I shall afterwards issue, in protecting 
myself and my subordinate officers from legal proceedings. | 


3. I shall also not fail to attend to your further instructions respecting the establishment 


of courts of justice; defining miners’ rights by positive regulations, instead of allowing 
them to grow up by mere custom or accident ; and the establishment of a police force ; 
which as you will observe by my previous communications have been, to some extent, 
already executed, but will be more perfectly carried into effect upon the arrival of 


Mr. Begbie, an event which I anticipate with satisfaction, as affording a prospect of 


relief from the burthens now borne by the executive alone. | 
4, In another communication herewith, I mentioned my intentioned to proclaim the 
revocation of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s licence of trade in a few days, though practi- 
cally it has already ceased to exist. 2 Tht 
5. The extensive powers which Her Majesty’s Government have intrusted to me will 
be used discreetly and with moderation, and you may rely that everything in my power 
shall be done to prove that Her Majesty’s Government have acted judiciously in taking 
such measures for the protection of the country, in circumstances unusual and of the 
greatest possible difficutly. 
I have, &c. , fears 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
ke, &c. &ce. Governor. 





No. 21. r 
Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Douctas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, 
Bart. 


(No. 28.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 9, 1858. 
SIR, (Received January 15, 1859.) 

I nave the satisfaction of announcing, for your information, the arrival yesterday, 
at this place, of Captain Grant, with the detachment of Royal Engineers under his com- 
mand, and also of Mr. Chartres’ Brew, inspector of police, by the same steamer. Judge 
Begbie had arrived safely at San Francisco, and is expected here by the next steamer. 

The detachment of Royal Engineers will be moved to British Columbia as soon as we 
have completed two wooden houses in frame, which will occupy two days more, for 
lodging the detachment on their arrival at Fort Langley. The officers and men are in 
the meantime provided with comfortable quarters at this place, and are all in perfect 
health. ee 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E, B, Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 





&e. &c. &c. Governor. 
No. 22. 
Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Dovuetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B, Lyrron, 
Bart. . 
(No. 29.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 9, 1858. 
SIR, (Received January 15, 1859.) 


I wave received your communication of the 2nd September last, marked ‘“Separate,”* 
alluding to a report sent by Captain Richards to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admralty, and suggesting the appoinment of gold commissioners with. the powers of 
magistrates, and the establishment of a police force at the diggings. 

It was highly satisfactory to learn that in respect to those measures I had only antiic- 
pated your wishes and I may add that with respect to the Hudson’s Bay Company, they 
no longer possess rights or enjoy any privilege that is not equally shared by all Her 
Majesty’s subjects in these Colonies. 

Ihave, &c. 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

&e. &e. &e. . Governor. 
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No. 23. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. | 
(No. 30.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 9, 1858. 
IR, (Received January 15, 1859.) 


1.. Havine just received a report from Mr. Commissioner Hicks, I beg to com- 
municate the particulars of the same for your information. 
2. This report refers chiefly to that part of the Fort Yale District, situate between 
that place and Cornish Bar, four miles below Fort Hope. It appears that satisfactory 
progress is being made in the development of the resources of that district. Twenty- 
one canal or “ ditch companies” have been formed for conveying water to the different 
mining bars. ‘Thirteen of those works are finished and in full operation; seven are in 
progress and nearly finished, and permission to form the last has just been granted. 
‘Those works are of vast utility in washing for gold, enabling the miner to carry on 
operations with more success and economy, and to work soils that would not yield a 
remunerative return without the aid of those labour-saving machines, 

3. There are also several water companies engaged in making watercourses on the 
table-lands in the vicinity of Iraser’s River, their object being to erect flumes that will 
supply more than 1000 mining claims with water. As it is by such undertakings that 
the country will be fairly prospected, every encouragement is given to the enterprising 
men who undertake it. 

4. An extensive table-land on the right bank of Fraser’s River, four miles below Fort 
Yale, and at least sixty feet above the highest water level, which I have named, “ Prince 
Albert’s Diggings ” was lately discovered to be highly auriferous. Extensive preparations 
are now being made for opening mining shafts there ; and it is reported to be extensive 
enough to give employment to 4,000 men, allowing to each twenty-five feet frontage, and 
500 feet in depth. 

This being the first dry diggings discovered in the Fort Yale District, the mining 
claims were laid off on a much larger scale than the regulation quantity, as Mr. Hicks 
was desirous of encouraging the miners who were looking forward with confidence to 
reaping a rich harvest in return for their labour. There is, however, no water at a con- 
venient elevation in the vicinity; several companies have therefore been licensed to 
convey water from the neighbouring mountains,—a work which will probably take about 
six weeks to accomplish. | 

5. It was lately reported that silver was discovered near Fort Yale, in a quartz lead, 
but the specimens brought here have proved valueless. 

6. Hill’s Bar is reported to be worked out, and the miners have now turned their 
attention to the banks of the river, which are found to be very rich, and they are now 
conveying water, at their own charge, for sluice washing from a distant source, at a cost 
of about 800/. | 

7. The miners on American and Santa Clara bars were also waiting for a supply of 
water, which is being conveyed by means of a canal from a lake about two miles distant, 
at a cost of over 1100/. 

8. Very few claims can be worked to much advantage with the rocker on Cornish Bar, 
and the miners are engaged in bringing in water for sluicing, so that they will shortly be 
able to carry on operations with a better prospect of success. Jn the operations of 
fluming and sluicing, where the dirt only pays a penny to the pan, a man can earn ten 
dollars a day, in places where with the rocker he could not save more than one dollar a 
day, the gold being so fine that it is almost impossible to save it without the aid of quick- 
silver. 

9. Very little mining is carried on between Fort Yale and the upper end of Douglas 
Portage, the rain and cold weather, together with the high price of provisions, having 
compelled’ the miners to relinquish their occupation for the season. 

10. On the table-land directly opposite to Fort Yale several shafts have been sunk, and 
good mining ground discovered. It was proposed to lay out that table-land in twenty 
acre’ @arden lots for sale, but we shall now reserve the land for mining purposes. 

11. A shaft was lately sunk for the purpose of testing the ground on which the town 
of Fort Yale stands, and good diggings of coarse gold were found, which caused so much 
excitement that the miners could hardly be restrained from opening works in the very 
heart of the little town. 

12. Another discovery was lately made on a large extent of flat land, opposite to 
Strawberry Island, which appears to contain rich deposits of the precious metal, yielding 
as much as ninepence to the pan, at a depth of eight feet from the surface. 

D ; 


BritTisH 
CoLuMBIA. 


No, 23, 


BriTisH 


‘COLUMBIA. 


28 PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


A licensed company has undertaken to bring water to the flat from a distant creek, but 
it will take some time to complete the operation. 

13. Mr. Commissioner Hicks in continuation of his report proceeds as follows :— 

«T have given your Excellency some idea of the mining prospects, which cannot be 
but most gratifying to your feelings, especially with regard to Prince Albert’s Flat, above 
the rock named Albert Head, at least one mile of frontage on the river, I intend to 
survey off into claims of twenty-five feet frontage. Your Excellency will perhaps feel 
much surprised at the depth allowed for each claim; the stripping of the top dirt does not 
pay within eight feet of the surface ; it would not pay men to go to the great expense of 
fetching in water so long a distance, unless more extended privileges were granted ; there- 
fore it was to open these mines and encourage the men that induced me to comply with 
their wishes: there is plenty of ground that pays even up to the foot of the mountain, 
about one and a quarter mile back. I trust you will confirm the action I have thus 
taken. 

“TI have very many difficulties to contend with, especially with regard to water grants ; 
men are almost at times out of their senses, and are determined to infringe on the privi- 
leges granted to others. I was compelled to issue injunction notices to Messrs. Williams, 
Burns, and six others, to restrain them from carrying a ditch from Santa Clara Creek on 
to the bar and flat, and very much interfering with other operations in progress. 

14, The mining claims are not in all cases remunerative, and there is much expense in 
bringing them into working condition, so that miners are frequently from actual poverty 
unable to pay the licence fee. For that reason in making the first collection of mining 
fees, in the month of September, no less than 881 miming claims were found in the 
possession of persons in that condition, on whom necessarily no fees were levied. Such 
inerciful consideration for the destitute opens a wide door for evasions, and complaint on 
the part of those who pay the tax. 

That consideration and the great expense of collecting a monthly fee, owing to the 
extent and inaccessibility of the country, its effects in exciting feelings of irritation ‘and 
dislike of the Government, and provoking antagonism to the public officers, naturally 
suggest a reduction of the licence fee, or perhaps its discontinuance, and the substitution 
of some other less obnoxious mode of taxation. Probably that adopted in Australia, from 
the report of the Commission appointed to inquire into the condition of the gold fields 
of Victoria, might be altered and successfully adapted to the circumstances.of British 
Columbia, a subject which I reserve for further consideration. 

15. The miners on Hill’s Bar have, I understand, lately exhibited dissatisfaction on 
account of their claims being limited to the river bar, and I understand they lately held 
a meeting to petition me on that subject, and that the petition was to be forwarded 
through Mr. Nugent, special agent of the United States, but the document has not yet 
been presented, and I presume Mr. Nugent would consider it bad taste to meddle with a 
matter of purely local law, and into the settlement of which no question of nationality 
could possibly enter. 

16. A considerable public revenue may be raised from the grant of water privileges, 
which it is proposed to tax to the amount of five dollars a month for each sluice or flume, 
and it is expected that in course of another year more than 2000 of these sluices will be 
in operation in the Fort Yale district. 

17. Mr. Hicks gives no idea of the miners’ general earnings, which it is at all times 
difficult to ascertain from their own statements. 

18. One among other more cogent reasons for the establishment of a gold escort, is 
the facility it will give of ascertaining with something like accuracy the real export of 
gold from the country. Mr. Hicks’ accounts exhibit a very trifling collection for the last 
month ; ; but it was sufficient to meet the expenditure, and he had not made the monthly 
collection of mining fees. 

19. Mr. Commissioner Travaillot, whose district extends from the Forks of Thomson’s 
River to the Fountain, had time to do little more than to report his safe arrival at the 
Forks, where the town site of ‘* Lytton” was laid out, and now contains fifty houses and 
a population of 900 persons. 

20. Some trouble had arisen between the miners and Indians, which was, however, 
fortunately arrested, after a loss of several lives on both sides. 

21. The banks of Fraser’s River above the Forks are said to afford good dry diggings, 
as far as the upper fountain and sluices yield at the rate of 20 dollars a “day to the hand. 

22. Many of the miners are leaving the country, on account of the want and high prices 
of provisions, flour being now sold at the Forks at the rate of 4s. 2d. per Aidend, and 
other articles of food being equally high priced, arising from the cost of transport, and the 
inaccessibility of the country; the land route between the Forks and Fort Hope and 
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Fort Yale being now rendered impassable through the depth of snow in the mountain 
passes, though the level country still exhibits the appearance of early autumn. 


23. The mining population in Fraser’s River may be estimated as follows :— 


From Cornish Bar to Fort Yale - - - 4,000 
Fort Yale - - - - - . 1,300 
Fort Hope _ - - - - - 500 
From Fort Yale to viten - - - 300 
Lytton - - - ; re oa 960 
From Lytton to the Fountain - - - $8,000 
Port Douglas and Harrison’s River — - - 600 

Total - 10, 600 








24, I herewith forward a reconnaissance of Fraser's River by Licutenant-Colonel 
Hawkins, R.E., which shows the mining bars of Tort Yale district and places referred to 
in this report, as well as the general character of the country. 


25. I have the satisfaction of announcing that the great work of the season, the route 
by Harrison’s River to a point on fraser’s River, beyond the mountains, about eight 
miles below the upper fountain, is now completed; and anumber of mule trains are upon 
the road about to engage in the transport of provisions and other supplies for the mining 
population of “ Lytton,” and the mining districts beyond that town. It is, in fact, to 
that route that we must ultimately look for a convenient communication with the interior 
of the country. This has been an arduous undertaking, and the cost will be about 
10,000/., which I feel assured Her Majesty’s Government, in view of the great importance 
and urgency of the work, for the transport of food in winter, its bearing on the future 
development of the country, and above all looking to the fact that the revenue collected 
already in the country is to defray the whole expense, will sanction by their approval. 

The difficulties encountered in the process of this undertaking were more serious than 
anticipated, arising in a great measure irom the want of experienced conductors; but I 
think the work could not be done under any circumstances at a cheaper rate. 


26. I herewith forward for your information a hastily prepared sketch of the Harrison’s 
River route, showing its connexion at both ends with Fraser’s River, a table of distances 
and a descriptive statement of bridges constructed on the road. I beg to remark in ex- 
planation that the only reliable part of this sketch is the tracing of Harrison’s River and 
road, the latter in red ink with the connecting lakes, the compass directions and distances 
having been accurately determined by the road surveyor. 


Harrison’s River and lake are navigable for river steamers, which ply as far as Port 
Douglas ; from that pent the road is cut through the forest in the valley of Harrison’s 
River a distance of 332 miles to Lake Lilovett ; the water communication between those 
points being dangerous and expensive, except at the lowest stage of the river. ‘The 
passage of Lake Lilovett, 13 miles in length, and with depth of water sufficient for lar ge 
vessels, is effected by means of large sized boats constructed for the purpose. From Lake 
Lilovett to Lake Anderson, a distance of 24.3 miles, a road, traced on the sketch in red ink, 
is carried over land. Lake Anderson, 15 ritiloby and Lake Seton, 16 miles in length, both 
having a great depth of water, are traversed in large boats. A road one mile and a halfin 
length connects those two lakes, and from Lake Seton, a road four miles in length, leads to 
the terminus on Fraser’s River,—the whole distance from thence to Port Douglas being 


108 miles, in the course of which there are 62 substantial wooden bridges, varying from 
12 to 90 feet in length. 


27, The comparative cost of transport by this and the Fort Yale route is as follows :— 





Gin). a 
Fort Yale to Lytton - - - 1 114 for each pound weight. 
Port Douglas to terminus of road 35 miles 
beyond Lytton - - - 0 9 7 7 
Thus showing a saving in transport ex- 
pense by ‘the Harrison’s River as com- 
pared with the other route of - I 2} 


28. A ereat number of miners have left Fraser’s River and returned to California, and 
Oregon. The course of immigration has ceased for the present, and will probably not be 
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resumed till the spring. There is still however.a large foreign population at this place, 
and the town is continually on the increase. 
| I have, &c. | 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &ec. &e. Governor. 


P.S.—On the accompanying map of the Harrison’s River route I have also traced out 
the route taken by Mr. Joseph McKay, who was lately dispatched with a party of five 
men to examine the country between the Lailooet lake and Howes Sound, an enterprise 
which was successfully accomplished greatly to my satisfaction. ‘The country examined 
is mountainous, with some fertile valleys and very fine timber, but not attractive as a place 
of settlement. Mr. McKay’s Journal is herewith forwarded for your information. 

James Douetas. 


Enclosure in No. 23. 


Sir, Victoria, Vancouver's Island, October 2, 1858. 
I sec to submit to your Excellency the following report of my journey through a part of the 
Fraser’s River district, carried out according to your Excellency’s instructions. 

At 10.10 a.m. September Ist, I left Fort Langley, accompanied by Mr. Downie, four Canadians, and 
the three native guides furnished by your Excellency, on board the steamer “ Maria.” 

We steered up the Fraser’s River until 5.36, when we entered the Harrison River, in which, at its 
confluence with the Fraser, there is little or no current: half a mile further up it spreads out and 
forms a lake, about six miles long and froma half to two miles wide, bounded on the west side by high 
precipitous hills, wooded with stunted firs. The east side is for the most part low, thickly wooded, 
occasionally marshy, and in parts adapted for agriculture. ‘The course at the entrance ascending is 
nearly N.W. ‘Turning gradually to the northward, at the head of this lake, the Harrison receives a 
small tributary from the westward, and becomes narrower, studded in low islets, between which the 
current is rapid and channels shallow; at one place abreast of the Chianis village we had no more than 
four feet and a half of water. ‘This place becomes shallower, and is barely passable with deeply laden 
canoes; during the winter, above the rapids, the river again deepens, with high rocky hills on each side. 
We anchored at 7.30 p.M., two miles above the rapids, in three fathoms and a half of water. 

On the morning of the 2nd, we started at daylight, and at 6.30 entered the Harrison Lake, course 
nearly N.W. by compass. ‘This lake is about forty miles long and from one to three miles wide, bending 
gradually towards the westward, surrounded by high mountains, steep, thickly wooded in parts, and in 
some places capped with perpetual snow. ‘The mountains appear to be composed principally of slate 
and marl, a few granite and basaltic ridges occur on the west side. In this lake are some small rocky 
islands. On the east side and at about half its length this lake receives the Saachta, a considerable 
stream from the N.E. 

There is some rich alluvial land at the mouth of this stream; a branch of the Lailooet tribe haye a 
small village here, from which a trail leads through the valley of the stream to the village of Speeim or 
Spuzzum, on the Fraser River. The distance may be travelled, according to Indian report, mm one day ; 
a branch of this trail leads also to Fort Yale. ) * 

On the east side of the lake, about four miles above the mouth of the Saachta, a land slip oceurs, 
where, according to Indian report, salt is found in large quantities. Skootchas is the native name for 
Harrison’s Lake. Salmon are plentiful in the lake during the months of August and September, a few 
deer are found on the slopes, and mountain-goat on the tops of the mountains: the dusky grouse abound 
during the breeding season. Excepting the valley of the Saachta, there is apparently very little land 
adapted for cultivation along the shores of the lake; the mountains are rugged, with but sufficient soil 
to sustain a scanty growth of the Douglas and other firs, with stunted cedars on the moist parts. 
Westward from the Harrison, at no great distance, and laying parallel to it, the Indians reporta large 
lake which feeds the Kaitsee River. é 

We reached the head of the lake at 11 a.M., and instead of ascending the Upper Harrison, which 
discharges into the lake by two mouths, we turned a little to the north-west, and entered a narrow 
slough, which, winding a quarter of a mile through a low marshy bottom, leads into Port Douglas, a 
small circular lake about half a mile across, laying to the east and separated from the Upper Harrison 
River by a rocky hill. 

This lake receives the Han-na-tcha, a considerable stream from the eastward, the outlet of a large 
jake which lays parallel to Harrison valley. Ascending this stream to a distance of about 200 yards, a 
cataract of considerable height occurs, affording a good mill power, surrounded by fine timber ; there is 
also a good water power on the Harrison Lake, near the mouth of the slough. This slough becomes 
very shallow during the autumn. 

We landed at the N.W. end of Port Douglas, where we found a large camp of the Harrison River 
road-makers anxiously awaiting the arrival of a pack of mules now landing from the “ Maria.” 

I immediately made arrangements with the owner of the mules for the use of four, for my journey 
phe Lailooet Lake. ‘The mules, being weak from the effects of the voyage, were unfit for travelling 
this evening. 

We started at 6.30 a.m. September 3rd, the trail leading along a narrow gorge towards the main 
valley of the Harrison River. ‘This we reached in one hour, and following the general course of the river 
reached the Lailooet Lake at 5.30 p.m. on the 4th of September, a distance of about forty miles from 
Port Douglas. ‘The first fifteen miles is for the most part rugged, but well adapted for mule transport, 
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The upper part of the valley is more regular, consisting principally of level plateaux scantily wooded 
with Scotch fir. A few rugged hills occur along the slopes, of which the trail has been well graded. 

The bridges constructed by the road-makers are in general too low, most of them will be swept 
away during the next freshets. Two miles below the Lailovet is a smaller lake, about three miles long 
and three-quarters wide ; below that, and to its discharge into the Harrison Lake, the river is almost 

one continual rapid. About 25 miles above Fort Douglas a cascade about five feet high occurs: about 
two miles above this is a hot spring, near the trail, gushing out from a fissure in a bed of gypseas 
conglomerate. Below the cascade are some strata of red and yellow ochre. The Harrison here 
receives a tributary from the eastward, through the valley of which is a trail to Fraser’s River, The 
mountains in the vicinity of the small lake are composed principally of slate, traversed by numerous 
veins of quartz, said by the miners to be slightly auriferous. 

A miner informed me that silver had been discovered by a Mexican in this neighbourhood; he did not 
know its exact locality, and could not inform me where the Mexican was to be found. ‘The eastern 
bank of the small lake is level, and affords good building sites. ‘The river between the lakes is rapid, 
but deep enough to admit the passage of laden bateaux. A good tow-path may be cut along the banks. 

At the terminus of the trail on the Lailooet Lake, the mountains are steep to the water’s edge, and 
afford barely space for turning a mule train. Building is impossible without excayating the hill sides ; 
on the opposite side of the lake (which is here half a mile over) is a level bottom, apparently marshy. 

Having hired a boat, we crossed the lake and encamped. On the fifth, we started at noon, steering 
in a north-westerly direction; we reached the head of the lake at sunset and encamped. 

This lake is about 20 miles long, surrounded by nearly impassable mountains. At the head of the 
lake is a large delta about 1™ acre* in extent, covered with a heavy growth of swamp grass. ‘This delta 

is traversed by the Lailooet River from the north-west; the Tlameehoo from the westward, and some 
smaller streams from different directions. 

On. the morning of the 6th we embarked and ascended the Tlameeho at the rate of about one mile 
per hour, until 10 a.m., when we landed on the north bank of the river, packed our blankets and 
provisions on our backs, and reached the salt water at the head of Howes Sound at 6 pM. on the 
llth. The distance from the head of the Lailooet to Howes Sound is about 55 miles. 

Twelve miles above its mouth the Tlameeho receives the Stchawham from the south, a tributary of 
which takes its rise at the north end of a chain of lakes, four in number, situate about 25 miles from 
the Lailooet, on the watershed between Howes Sound and the Lailooet. ‘These lakes lay nearly north 
and south; the most northern discharges, as aforesaid, by a tributary of the Stchawham; the most 

‘southern gives rise to a tributary of the Sickamish, which discharges into the Iko-whomish River. 
Another branch of the Stchawham springs from the base of a glacier on the east side of the valley, 
The main branch takes its rise on the west side of the valley. 

The Scakamish takes its rise in the vicinity of the east branch of the Stchawham, and receives the 
discharge from the lake about six miles below the lake. About eight further down, all the low lands 
on each side of the valley, for a distance of about four miles, were submerged three years ago, and 
presents the singular appearance of a lake studded with trees. 

This catastrophe was caused by the bursting of a lake from its basin, in the marl mountains, on the 
east side of the valley. The débris from the mountains which covers an area of about three square 
miles, filling up the channel of the river, caused the overflowing of its banks. 

The river has since made for itself a new channel, and will probably drain off the lake in course of 
time. The guides having lost their way, I did not think it prudent to waste time in examining this 
place, as we were getting short of provisions. 

From this place, the river takes a course nearly due south. The valley becomes narrow, the hills 
precipitous, and the river very rapid, in occasional cascades. 

This district, nearly ten miles through, is named by. the. natives, “ Skooluks.” Below this district 
the valley opens out to about one mile wide (bounded on each side by steep precipitous hills), to low 
bottoms, through which the river winds; sometimes washing the bases of the hills, until within six 
miles of the head of Howes Sound, where it turns suddenly to the westward, and half a mile further 
falls into the Skowhamish River, which river discharges into the head of Howes Sound, by several 
mouths, and may be navigated during the greater part of the year, by vessels of light draught of water, 
as high up as its confluence with the Siakamish. 

The Bottoms in the valley of the Skow-komish are well timbered, principally Douglas fir of large 
dimensions, suitable for spars of the largest size. Cedars of a fine growth are also abundant. The 
soil when cleared would in parts form rich farming land. The same may be said of the valleys of the 
Scakamish and the stream throughout the pass to the Lailooet. 

The higher plateaux furnish a scanty growth of pines along the lakes, and some large patches of 
swamp grass, equal in all to about 400 acres. 

The rocks in the valley are principally slate, granite, and basalt; the mountains on the east side of 
the valley appear to consist principally of a soft red marl. 

The trail from the junction of the Skakomish with the Skouhomish, after crossing the dividing hills? 
not at all steep, will follow the valley of the Siakamish on level bottoms, crossing the river once before 
reaching the Skool-ucks. ‘Through that district some discrimination will be required in choosing the 

best passes through the hills. The Indian trail is very indifferent, and follows principally the more 
rocky parts, to avoid underwood. A good mule trail may be made by proper engineering. Want of soil 
is the greatest disadvantage. 

Mules or horses will require to be well shod; and the large stones on the hill sides will have to be 
broken to give them a good footing. Along the submerged district a few rough places occur; a few 
miles further, the river has again to be crossed. The trail will then lead over level bottoms, with two 
or three rocky ridges, not difficult to pass, until it reaches the first lake; then along the west side of the 
lakes. Along the two first of which is a considerable extent of rugged country. Along the two upper 
lakes is a large level bottom, well timbered with a heavy growth of Douglas fir; at the south end of the 
north-west lake the trail leads over a quarter of a mile of swamp; this may, for the most part, be avoided 
by keeping nearer the base of the mountains. Beyond the lakes the trail crosses the spur of a moun- 
tain, which takes between the west branch of the ° oles and the lakes. — 
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This may also be avoided by following the valley of the south branch of the Stchawham. From the 
lake, beyond this a considerable extent of level land occurs, heavily timbered, then a granite ridge, 
not very steep, has to be crossed to reach the main valley of the Stchawham, then over a level pla- 
teau of several miles. Descending to a low bottom, it crosses the west branch of the Stchawham, and 
continues along the valley of that stream, over a level country, to within a quarter of a mile of its con- 
fluence with the Tlameeho, when it strikes off to the valley of that stream, and crosses it about 
200 yards above the junction of the two rivers; it then follows the valley of the Tlameeho, in an 
easterly direction, over undulating stony plateaux, until it reaches the great falls of the Tlamecho, 
which are about 100 feet high and 8 miles from the Lailooet Lake. Here it crosses a hill of gentle 
ascent, but stony, then over a level bottom, until it reaches a lower hill, but more rugged, descending 
the east slope of which it emerges into the delta of the Lailooet before mentioned. Many parts of 
this delta (which is at this place about one mile across) are swampy, and would probably require 
bridging. Several branches of the numerous streams would also be unfavourable during the freshets. 
On the east side of the delta is the trail already opened to Anderson’s Lake. The snow lays on the 
higher parts of the valley to the Sko-whomish about three months during the winter, and is in some 
places very deep, with a hard crust. 

The trail from Lailooet to Jarvis Canal branches off from that to Howes Sound, at the upper end of 
the Skol-ucks, crossing the dividing hills between the Sko-whomish and Siakamish valleys; it then 
ascends the Sko-whomish valley, one day’s march, say, 15 miles, and crossing the spur of a mountain 
strikes the She-shale River, which discharges into the Jarvis Canal; there is also a road to Anderson’s 
Lake, by the Lailooet, from the Tlahaos River; a considerable stream which discharges into the head of 
Desolation Sound. , 

The Tlahoas, Sko-whomish, She-shalt, Lailooet, and another large stream, which discharges into 
Langhborough’s Canal, all take their rise in the same vicinity. The Stta Lli-muh natives of 
Anderson’s Lake (known on the coast as the Lau-hoo-lis) were the first to explore all the various 
waters leading to and from these several rivers. 

They have the advantage of having a central location near the head waters of those streams; they 
are a hardy energetic tribe, and are good hunters. ‘They speak a dialect of the She-swap language. 
The Sko-whomish are as yet very savage, having had little intercourse with the whites, their demon- 
strations were anything but friendly towards us; they are also at war with all the neighbouring tribes ; 
having being informed that they wished to kill my guides, and being out of provisions, we decamped 
from the mouth of the river at 10 p.m. on the night of the 11th, in two small canoes which I had 
purchased, paddled down Howes Sound all night, and at 8 a.m. the next morning reached Point Gawer. 

Having rested for one hour and a half we re-embarked, and steered across the Gulf of Georgia for 
Nainimo, which place we reached safely at 4 P.M. 

I had no opportunity of making any observations on the nature and capabilities of Howes Sound, its 
general outlines appear to be correctly laid down on Vancouver's charts. 

Leaving Nainimo the next day, we reached Victoria in eighteen hours. 

I have, &c. 
His Excellency J. Douglas, Esq., (Signed) J. W. M‘Kay. 
XC, &e, &e. 


A Reaister of BrmwGeEs constructed on the Harrison’s River Road. 











No. Length. Width. Particulars. 
Feet. Feet. Y i 

1. 12 9 Number of bridges from Port Douglas to Port Lilooett - 16 
2. 25 9 a small bridges - - - = - 14 
a. rH ‘ y i i} mean length, 15 ft. ; width, 9 ft. ——- 
5. 45 9 Total number of bridges - . - - - 80 
6. 15 2 . 
f 36 6 

8. 2 lle a =, 
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le 25 9 - Number of bridges from Port Pemberton to Port Anderson 17 
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3. 31 | 9 be Ma ‘ mean length, 15 ft. ; width, 9 ft. 
4. 60 | 9 Total number of bridges - . : - - 82 
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A Reaister or Bripans—continued. BrirrsH 
ay: CoLumsrA, 
No. Length. | Width. | Particulars, 
9, 33 9 Number of miles from Port Douglas to Port Lilooett - 333 
10. 30 10 a a » Port Lilooett to Port Pemberton (by 
ae 66 10 * Lilooett Lake) - ; ete 
12. 50 9 A A. » Port Pemberton to Port Anderson - 242 
13. 18 9 af 4 » Port Anderson to East Port (by 
14. 54 9 Lake Anderson) - - - 45 
15. 100 6 3 Fr » ast Port to West Port - - di 
16. 50 9 * n » West Port to Port Seton (by Setor 
L7. 30 9 Lake) - - - - 16 
A b » Port Seton to Fraser River al tg 7 
Total distance - - - - - 108 
by water, 44 ; by land, 64. 
No. 94, No, 24, 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrroyn, 
Bart. 
(No 31.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 13, 18538. 
(Received January 15, 1859.) 
Sir, (Answered, No. 28, March 8, 1859, page 81.) 


1, Wiru reference to my Despatch of the 8th instant, No. 25,* upon the subject of * Page 24, 
the appointment of officers to civil situations in the Colony of British Columbia, I would 
beg to state to you that 1 should much desire, if it could be arranged, that Mr. William 
A, G, Young, of the Royal Navy, should be appointed to the office of Colonial Secretary. 

2. Mr. Young is on the spot, and is at present filling the office of Secretary to the 
Commission for ascertaining the boundary between Vancouver’s Island and the territories 
of the United States on the Continent of North America, and, as Mr. Young was selected 
for this service by the Admiralty, and appointed thereto by the Foreign Office, the 
consent of their Lordships and of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, must 
necessarily be obtained before he could be removed from it. 

3. Mr. Young has belonged to the Royal Navy for nearly eighteen years, and he has 
served as Secretary to several Flag Officers upon different Foreign Stations. His last 
appointment as Naval Secretary was with the “ Captain of the Fleet” in the Baltic, and 
I forward to you herewith a copy of a testimonial showing the appreciation entertained 
of his services by that Officer. ‘The whole of Mr. Young’s testimonials throughout his 
entire service are of the highest order, but I think it unnecessary to trouble you with 
more than the one I enclose. 

4. Mr. Young has already rendered me some assistance, and I consider him to be 
qualified, both by ability and character, for the office of Colonial Secretary, and I trust 
you may be pleased to appoint him to it, and also to obtain the necessary permission 
from the Departments I have mentioned to enable him to enter upon it, as without such 
permission it would not be possible for him to accept the appointment. 

I have, &c. 


The Right Hon. Sir E, B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
co” UR, &c. Governor. 
Enclosure in No. 24. Enclosure in 
H.M. Ship “Duke of Wellington,” at Spithead, Bo. 34. 


May 17, 1856. 

Mr. Youne served as my Secretary from the date of my appointment }# Captain of the Baltic Fleet 

Tebruary 18545, to the date hereof, when my appointment finished. It is impossible for me to speak 
too highly of Mr. Young’s conduct during the whole of this period. For the first few months he had 
no clerk to assist him in his laborious duties, and it was a wonder to me how he managed to get through 
the mass of business that had to be transacted in my office; but, owing to his great exertions, aptitude 
for business, and cheerfulness of disposition and manner, everything was carried on satisfactorily, and 
not enly gave unqualified satisfaction to myself, but to all those who had to transact busiess with him. 

It is not only in his duties as Secretary that I feel bound to bear testimony to Mr. Young’s merits 
and qualifications, but also as an excellent and intelligent officer and gentleman. 

Should I be again in a position to require a Secretary, I should consider myself most fortunate if I 


was able to obtain the services of Mr, Young. (Signed) Frep. J. Pernam, Commodore 1st Class, 
and Captain of the Fleet. 
II, E | 
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No. 25. 
Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 34:.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 21, 1858. 
(Received January 29, 1859.) 
STR, (Answered, No. 21pFebruary 11, 1859, page 80.) 


1, [ wave the honour to communicate for your information, that I proceeded, on 
the 16th instant, by Her Majesty’s ship, “ Satellite,” to Point Rober ts, and from thence 
by the Hudson’s Bay Company’s steamers ‘‘ Otter” and ‘ Beaver” to Fort Langley, to 
proclaim the Act of Parliament providing for the Government of British Columbia. 

2, I was kindly accompanied by Rear- Admiral Baynes on that occasion, by Mr. Cameron, 
Chief Justice of Vancouver’s Island, and Mr. Begbie, the Judge of British Columbia, 
who arrived from San Francisco on the evening of the 15th instant, just in time to take 
part in the solemnity. 

3. Captain Parsons with the first detachment of Royal Engineers also accompanied 
me from this place; Captain Grant with the second detachment and also Inspector Brew 
having preceded me by a few days. 

4, The ceremony was performed at Fort Langley with becoming solequgtiae on the 
19th instant, in the presence of these gentlemen, Her Majesty’s troops, and the inhabi- 
tants of the place ; and the Officers holding appointments trom Her Majesty were installed 
in By usual manner, and with the accustomed forms. 

. Proclamations were then made,— 

Ist. Of the revocation by Her Majesty of all the exclusive privileges of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. 

2nd. Indemnifying the Officers of Government from all irregularities previonad to the 
proclamation of the Act. 

8rd. Proclaiming English Law to be the Laws of the ohtire 

6. Copies of those Proclamations are herewith transmitted for the information of Her 
Majesty's Government. 

7. 1 returned to this place on the 21st instant with Rear-Admiral Baynes, and all the 
other gentlemen who accompanied me to Fort Langley, except Inspector Brew and 
Captains Grant and Parsons, who were left with the Royal Engineers at Old Fort 
Langley. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, .. 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Governor, _ 

&c. &c. &c. 5) 


Enclosure 1 in No. 25. 
PROCLAMATION 


By his Excellency James Dovetas, Governor and Goitinsidan ae Chiat of Her Majesty’s Coliny 
of Vancouyer’s Island and its Dependencies. 

Wuereas, Her Majesty has been pleased, by an Instrument made under Her Sign Manual, to 
revoke the Crown Grant dated the 30th day of May, in the year of our Lord, 1838, to the Hudson’ s 
Bay Company, for exclusive trading with the Indians, in so far as the said Grant embraces or extends 
to the Territories comprised within the Colony of British Columbia ; r 

I, James Douglas, Governor of the said Colony, now proclaim and publish this Instrument revoking 
the said Grant, for the information and guidance of all persons interested therein. 

Given under my hand and seal at Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, this Third day of November, 
1858, in the T'wenty-second year of Her Majesty’s Reign. 
James Dove as, Governor. (L.s.) 
GoD SAVE THE QUEEN. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 295. 
PROCLAMATION 


By his Excellency James Doveras, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty’s Colony 
of British Columbia and its Dependencies. 
Proclamation having the Force of Law to indemnify the Governor and others for Acts done before 
the Establishment of any legitimate Authority in British Columbia. 

Wuereas large numbers of Her Majesty’s subjects and others have resorted to and settled on the 
territory now comprised within the limits of this Colony, before the establishment of any settled form 
of Government therein; and it has been necessary to take steps for the establishment and maintenance 
of peace, order, and good government, and for the protection of the rights of Her Majesty, and for the 
collection of a revenue from lands belonging to Her Majesty, some of which steps may not have been 
fully authorized in point of law: 

And whereas by a Commission under. the Great Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, J, James Douglas, Governor of the Colony of British Columbia, have been re; ae 
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by Proclamation issued under the Public Seal of the Colony, to make Laws, Institutions, and 
Ordinances for the peace, order, and good government of the same: 

Be it therefore known to all whom it may concern, that I, the said James Douglas, Governor 
of British Columbia, do hereby, in virtue of the authority aforesaid, enact and proclaim that every act, 
matter, or thing bona fide done and performed for any of the purposes aforesaid, before the date of 
this Proclamation, by me, the said James Douglas, or any other person or persons acting under my 
authority or direction, shall be deemed to be and to have been valid in law, and that I, the said 
James Douglas, and the said other persons shall be and hereby are severally and jointly indemnified, 
freed, and discharged from and against all actions, suits, prosecutions, and penalties whatever in respect 
of any such act, matter, or thing, and that the same shall not be questioned in any of Her Majesty’s 
Courts of civil or criminal jurisdiction in this Colony. 

And I do further enact and proclaim, that any declaration in writing, under the hand of the 
Governor or Officer administering the Government of British Columbia, to the effect that any act, 
matter, or thing specified therein was done or performed for any of such purposes, or under any such 
direction or authority as aforesaid, shall for the purposes of this Proclamation be conclusive evidence 
of the matters stated therein, and shall be a sufficient discharge and indemnity to all persons mentioned 
in the said declaration in respect of the act, matter or thing specified therein. 

Issued at Fort Langley, under the Public Seal of the said Colony, this Nineteenth day of 
November 1858, in the Twenty-second year of Her Majesty’s Reign, by me, 
James Doveras, Governor. (L.s.) 


GoD SAVE THE QUEEN. 


. Enclosure 3 in No. 25. 
PRocLAMATION 


By his Excellency James Douctas, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty’s Colony 
of British Columbia and its Dependencies. 


Proclamation having the Force of Law to declare that, English Law is in force in 
British Columbia. 


Wuereas by an Act of Parliament passed in the Session held in the 21st and 22nd years of Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria, it was enacted that the territories therein described should be comprised 
within the Colony thereby created of British Columbia; and it was further enacted that on the 
proclamation of the said Act in British Columbia, certain Acts which were passed in the 48rd year of 
His late Majesty King George the Third, and in the 2nd year of His late Majesty King George the 
Fourth, and by which the law of Upper Canada was extended to certain parts of America therein 
mentioned, should cease to have force in the said Colony of British Columbia, or to be applicable 
thereto. 

_ And whereas such Proclamation of the said first mentioned Act has been duly made on this 
19th day of November instant. 

And whereas by a Commission under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, Her Majesty was pleased to appoint James Douglas to be Governor of British Columbia, and 
to authorize the said James Douglas by Proclamation issued under the Public Seal of the said Colony, 
to make Laws, Institutions, and Ordinances for the peace, order, and good government thereof. 

It is therefore hereby enacted and proclaimed.by the Governor of British Columbia, that the Civil and 
Criminal Laws of England, as the same existed at the date of the said Proclamation of the said Act, and 
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so far as they are not, from local circumstances, inapplicable to the Colony of British Columbia, are and will . 


remain in full force within the said Colony, till such time as they shall be altered by Her said Majesty 
in Her Privy Council, or by me, the said Governor, or by such other Legislative Authority as may 
hereafter be legally constituted in the said Colony; and that such Laws shall be administered and 
enforced by all proper Authorities against all persons infringing and in favor of all persons claiming 
protection of the same Laws. 

Issued under the Public Seal of the said Colony, at Fort Langley, this Nineteenth day of 

November 1858, in the Twenty-second year of Her Majesty’s Reign, by me, 
James Dovexas, Governor. (1.s.) 


GoD SAVE THE QUEEN. 





No. 26. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
. Bart. 
(No. 35.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 27, 1858. 
(Received January 29, 1859.) 
Sir, (Answered No. 14, February 4, 1859, page 78.) 


, 1. I nAvE to communicate for your information, that I advised Captain Grant, the 
Officer commanding the detachment of Royal Engineers, who lately arrived here for the 
service of the Colony of British Columbia, to proceed without delay to Fort Langley, 
Fraser’s River, and to put up buildings there for the accommodation of his own party and 
of the other troops expected from England, as by taking those steps I was of opinion he 
would be carrying out to the letter the bnishes of Her Majesty’s Government, the instruc- 

A 2 . 
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tions of Colonel Moody, his commanding officer, and my own views with respect to the 
requirements of British Columbia, . 

2, Captain Grant coinciding with me in those views, it was arranged that the whole 
detachment of Royal Engineers should be transported, with all their stores, provisions for 
four months, and building materials for the construction of several wooden houses of 
respectable size, to Fort Langley, an arrangement which was successfully and at once 
carried into effect. : 

3. I have further chartered the Hudson’s Bay Company’s brigantine ‘* Recovery,” used 
hitherto as a revenue vessel, to lodge the troops, until houses are erected for their accommo- 
dation, so that they are thoroughly protected from the weather, and made as comfortable 
as circumstances will permit. 

4. The men are in high spirits and in perfect health. 

5. Ialso made a requisition on Admiral Baynes for a medical officer to remain with 
the troops. 

Trusting these proceedings may meet with your approbation, 





The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. I have, &c. 
&c. &c. &e. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
Governor. 
No. 27. ‘ 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 

(No. 37.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, November 27, 1858. 
k (Received January 29, 1859.) 
Sir, (Answered No. 30, March 10, 1859, page 81.) 


1. I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication No. 20, 
of the 16th September last.* 

2, It is to mea most satisfactory and encouraging circumstance that Her Majesty’s 
Government continue to approve of my proceedings in administering the Government of 
British Columbia. I feel truly grateful for your kind support, and in consequence more 
capable of encountering the difficulties with which, though in a lesser degree, we are still 
beset. 

3. I have with much pleasure, and acccording to your instructions, conveyed to 
Captain Prevost and Captain Richards, the Officers commanding H.M.S. ‘ Satellite’’ and 
“Plumper,” your acknowledgments for the cordial assistance which they have rendered 
to this Government whenever their services were required, and they are gratified by the 
compliment. 

4. Her Majesty’s Government may feel assured that I will endeavour to dispense as 
much as possible with the use of military assistance in administering the affairs of Govern- 
ment; and ! have no doubt that with time, and when there is a fixed population having 
vested rights and interests at stake in the country, that a military force may, in a great 
measure, become unnecessary; but until those changes take place, I would strongly 
recommend the maintenance of a respectable military or naval force to represent the power 
and uphold the dignity of Her Majesty’s Government. 

5. 1 would also take the liberty of suggesting the employment of one or two gun boats 
of light draught for the protection of the public revenue, and also for conveying Govern- 
ment stores and troops from one part of the coast to another, a service that cannot be 
effected in country ships without much delay and enormous expense. 

6. Those vessels will also be urgently required for the protection of persons who may 
be induced by the revocation of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s licence to embark in the 
trade of the coast north of Fraser’s River, with the numerous and warlike tribes of Indians 
inhabiting that part of British Columbia, and who will not fail to demand the protection 
of Government, so obviously requisite in the prosecution of their commercial pursuits. 

7. Rear-Admiral Baynes, with whom I have conversed on the subject, is of opinion, 
that those gunboats are also capable of navigating Fraser’s River, and it is certain that 
their presence would have a powerful and salutary influence on the foreign population of 
the country. 

8. The Rear-Admiral is also of opinion that two of those vessels might be detached 
without inconvenience from the fleet now employed on the coast of China, a circumstance 
which L submit for your consideration, and most earnestly hoping that the suggestion 
may be favourably entertained. 

Y. It is perhaps unnecessary to occupy your time with remarks concerning the 
privileges of the Hudson’s Bay Company, which have ceased to exist in British Columbia. 
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10. We have succeeded with difficulty in preventing the unlawful occupation of the 
public domain, and I look forward with anxiety for Colonel Moody’s arrival to commence 
the survey and allotment of land in British Columbia, 

11. I observe the appointment of Mr. W. Hamley to the office of Collector of Customs 
for British Columbia, and that he was to sail in the “* Thames City,” in a few days from 
the date of your Despatch. 

12. My own views entirely concur with your remarks on the great importance to the 
general social welfare and dignity of the Colony, that gentlemen should be encouraged to 
come to this country by the hope of obtaining professional occupation, as stipendiary 
magistrates, or in other respectable public appointments ; and there are really very few 
persons, the officers of the Hudson's Bay Company excepted, qualified to fill offices of trust 
and responsibility ; and I would remark in reference to the officers of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, that they are engaged in other pursuits, and have in no instance been appointed 
to any office under Government, nor do any of them appear disposed to accept of any 
public employment. 

13. I would for these reasons recommend that careful appointments should be made in 
England. There is here a wide field for such situations, and the qualities requisite are, 
integrity, sobriety, firmness, zeal, industry, implicit obedience to orders, and a practical 
acquaintance with the nature of the duties to be performed. 

14. I shall most gladly attend to your wishes for any newspapers containing matter 
worthy of attention, and. shall not fail to inform you of everything of importance that 
passes in British Columbia. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 





&e. &c. &c. Governor. 
No. 28. | 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctras to the Right Hon. Sir E, B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 388.) 


Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 29, 1858. 
(Received January 29, 1859.) 
Sir, (Answered, No. 20, February 11, 1859, page 80.) 


1. Tue first operation disposing of public lands in British Columbia took place 
here on the 25th instant, under the direction of Mr. Pemberton, Colonial Surveyor for 
Vancouver's Island. 

2. The spot selected for sale was the site of a former establishment of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, known as “ Old Fort Langley,” on the left bank of Fraser’s River, 
about 28 miles from its debouche into the Gulf of Georgia. ‘The anchorage is good, 
and the river deep enough for ships close into the bank. With a cheerful aspect, a 
surface well adapted for buildings and drainage, it has the disadvantage of being in part 
low, and occasionally flooded by the river. ‘The greater part of the site is, however, a 
dry, elevated table land, closely covered with bush and lofty pine trees. 

3. On the whole it is a place to which public attention was strongly directed as being 
a very advantageous site for a commercial town. I therefore directed that it should be 
surveyed, and laid out into convenient lots for sale. ‘The main streets, 78 feet wide, 
are intended to run parallel with the river, connected by cross streets at right angles 
with the former, the whole site covering 900 acres of land, being divided into 183 blocks 
of five by ten chains, and each of those blocks being further subdivided into 18 building 
lots, 64 by 120 feet in extent, forming in all 3,294 building lots. 

4. It was arranged that the upset price was to be $100 or 20/. 16s. 8d. There was a 
large assemblage of people on the morning of the sale, and much competition for lots. 
‘The highest price obtained for single lots was $725, and about 187 lots were sold on the 
first day’s sale, and 155 lots on the second day, the whole yielding a sum of about 
13,000/., on which a deposit of 10 per cent. was paid down, and the remainder is to be 
paid in course of a month, or the lots will be resold. 

5. The sale is to be resumed on the 1st December, and I will further mention the 
result in a postscript to this letter, should the mail now daily expected not leave before 
that date, and also forward Mr. Surveyor Pemberton’s report of the sale. 

6. ‘The result of this first experiment is highly satisfactory, as intimating the confidence 
entertained by the public in the resources of British Columbia, and at the same time 
yielding a needful supply of money for defraying the necessary expenses of the public 
service. 
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7. As much anxiety was felt by foreigners desirous of acquiring property in British 
Columbia with respect to the rights of aliens to hold and transfer real estate under the 
British Crown, J issued a note giving a brief exposition of the question, and caused it 
to be read before the crowd assembled at the-sale, and generally circulated for the 
information of the public, in order that no misapprehension might exist on the subject, 
and I herewith transmit a copy of that note for your information. 

8. I am now preparing a measure which proposes to secure to aliens the full rights of 
possession and enjoyment of any lands which they may purchase of the Crown for the 
space of three years, when they will be required to become British subjects, or convey 
their rights to other parties who enjoy that privilege by birth or naturalization. That 
measure being in conformity with the spirit of your instructions will, I trust, meet with 
the approval of Her Majesty’s Government. 

: I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

The Right Hon, Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Governor. 

&c. Sat Xe. 


P.S.—December 1. Mr. Pemberton’s report, referred to in this Despatch, is herewith 
forwarded, with the latest particulars of the sale. 
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Land Office, Victoria, November 30, 1858. 
In accordance with your instructions I had the town site at Langley—about 900 acres—laid out 
in building o's, cach 64 feet by 120 feet, about 3,000 in number, and put up for sale by public auction 
at Victoria, as previously advertised on the 25th November and followimg days, and have the honour to 
report as follows :— 

About 350 lots were sold at at an average price of 200 dollars each, the rest remaining for the present 
unsold. The highest price paid for any full-sized lot was 725 dollars, and the least 100 dollars. The 
actual number of purchasers was 165. But as these were in many cases agents for others, and the 
highest-priced lots often purchased for several persons, I should think between 400 and 500 persons 
have a pecuniary interest in the success of the new town. 

Of the whole sum ‘70,000 dollars, or 14,5832. 6s. 8d., only one-tenth is paid up, the proposed pur- 
chasers being bound to pay up the remainder within a month, or, in default, forfeit their interest in the 
instalment and land. 

Unless some improvements are made, aud buildings commenced to encourage the wavering, I believe 
that the latter alternative willi m many instances take place. I would therefore respectfully suggest, 
for your Excellency’s consideration, whether, previous to the erection of saw-mills, and for a limited 
time only, anything can be done to facilitate the ingress of building materials; and, in conclusion, 
would mention, as a case in point—not a solitary instance—a person. professing to be a British subject 
and residing at Whatcom, says he could easily take his house to pieces and carry it up the river, but to 
do so, entering it first at Victoria, would be impossible. If the first purchasers succeed, an extensive 
sale of town and suburban lots at Langley may be reasonably ‘okey for in spring. 

have, We. 


His Excellency James Douglas, (Signed) JosErH D. PEMBERTON, 
Governor, &c. Nahas Acting Colonial Surveyor. 


Sir, 
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As to the Purchase of Lands by Aliens. 


Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 25, 1858. 
1. Accorpine to the law of England, which is also the law of British Columbia, an alien may hold 
lands, but is liable to have them declared forfeited to the Crown at any time. 

2. No alien can be disturbed in the possession of lands by any other person than the Crown 
authorities by reason only of his being an alien. 

3. The Colonial Government proposes to secure to aliens the full rights of possession and enjoyment 
of any lands which they may purchase at this sale for the space of three years. At the end of that time 
they must, if they wish to continue to hold the lands, either become themselves naturalized British 
subjects, or else convey their rights to British subjects. Such conveyances it is the intention of the 
Colonial Government not to disturb on the ground of any vendor being an alien. 

4. It is the intention of the Colonial Government to endeavour to obtain from the Home Government 
their sanction to measures for carrying into effect the above views; which measures are now in prepa- 
ration; but they must depend, for their full effect, on the ratification by the Home Government. 
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No. 29. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. , 
(No. 39.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 30, 1858. 
IR, (Received January 29, 1859.) 


SeverAL murders having being committed in British Columbia by white men 
engaged in mining pursuits, and it having been found expensive, not only to bring them 
to trial, which has nevertheless been in every case accomplished, but also impossible to 
carry out the sentence of the law in cases where criminals are sentenced to transportation 
for life, for the reason that there is no penal settlement within reach, and that I have no 
means of forming a settlement for that purpose on this Coast. 

I am therefore much perplexed about the disposal of convicts of that class, and wish 
to learn if Her Majesty’s Government will permit their remoyal to any penal settlement 
in Australia, and how the expense of their removal is to be defrayed. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 





&e. &c. &c. Governor. 
No. 30. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 40.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 30, 1858. 


Sir, (Received January 29, 1859.) 
1. StncE my last report. on the state of the country of the “9th instant there 
have been no decided changes or events of much importance connected with British 
Columbia. | 

2. The exodus from Fraser’s River continues at about the rate of 100 persons a week. 
The reasons assigned by those persons for leaving the country are various, some having 
families to visit and business to settle in California, others dreading the supposed severity 
of the climate, others alleging the scarcity and high price of provisions, none of them 
assigning as a reason for their departure the want of gold. 

3. There has lately been a great deal of rain at Fort Yale, and the mountain tops are 
covered with snow. ‘There has been, however, no severe cold weather, neither is there 
any snow in the valley of F’raser’s River. 

4, A considerable traffic with the Upper Fraser’s River is now being started by the 
Harrison’s River road, which will ultimately become the great commercial thoroughfare 
of the country. An unexpected obstacle to. the passage of steamers into Harrisons 
Lake has been discovered siuce the river fell to its lowest stage, in a shallow rapid about 
half a mile in length, which occurs near the entrance of Harrison’s Lake. When that 
obstacle is removed, and no exertion should be spared to accomplish that desirable object, 
there will be a free passage for river steamers through Harrison’s Lake and to Port 
Douglas at every stage of the river. 

5. A Mr. Hovey called upon me this afternoon, to report having struck rich bank 
diggings on the left bank of Fraser’s River, 125 feet from the river, and about eight miles 
below the confluence of Bridge River. He also states that a party of ten men, who are 
employed in working an adjoining bank, have succeeded in bringing in a supply of water 
sufficient to run four sluices, which lately yielded 148 ounces of gold in three weeks. 
The gold found is not of the flaky sort, but of that description which is termed in 
California “ round shot gold,” where it is considered indicative of the richest places. 

Mr. Hovey is of opinion that all the “ river benches” or “ table lands” between the 
forks of ‘Thompson’s River and the Fountain wil! be found equally productive in gold. 

Mr. Hovey also reports having seen a specimen of pure copper that was found near 
the same spot, 

6. It has been for some time reported that several French miners have discovered gold 
in remunerative quantities on Harrison’s River, and that they are now at work, and 
making fair wages, a report which wants confirmation, though it is not at all improbable, 
as the soil in that district is known to be auriferous, and it will, I trust, become a 
profitable mining district. 

7. Ihave not heard from Mr. Commissioner Travaillot since the beginning of the 
present month. He reports the general want of provisions among the miners of the Fort 
Dallas district, and suggests that supplies should be forwarded to that part of the 
country by the Hudson’s Bay Company or by the Government. 
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8. The Hudson’s Bay Company may act in that matter as they think proper, but it 
would, for obvious reasons, be highly injudicious to embark the resources of Government 
in commercial undertakings, even to accomplish a public object. 

9. In opening an accessible communication by Harrison’s River the Government has 
discharged its proper duties, leaving commercial objects entirely to private enterprise. 

10. Ihave the honour of transmitting herewith the following numbers of the “ Victoria 
Gazette,’ which may prove interesting:—25th November, 27th November, 30th 
November. 

11. I have been at some trouble to ascertain the amount of gold produced in British 
Columbia this season, and now submit the following estimates and returns, which, without 
professing to be absolutely correct, will serve to give an approximate idea of the quantities 
of gold dust exported and remaining on hand in the country. 

The quantities marked thus * are actual returns, and their correctness may be relied 
on. The estimates are made up from the best information I could receive on the 
subject :— 7 


Ounces. 
Wells, Fargo, and Co., exported - - - 16,593* 
Freeman and Co., no returns, but estimate - - 9,462 
Ballou and Co., in deposit - - - -  6,250* 
Hudson’s Bay Company, exported - - -  4,000* 

36,305 

Estimates in the hands of private parties, exported - 30,000 
Ditto in the hands of miners in British Columbia - 40,000 


————s 70,000 





Supposed production of gold since the month of rao f 


1858 - - - : 106,805 





12, The actual produce of gold probably exceeds the quantity I have stated, an 
impression derived from the official returns of goods imported into Vancouver’s Islarid 
for the quarter ending with the 30th day of September last, amounting to the large sum 
of 231,376/. sterling, nearly the whole of which appears to have been absorbed in 
supplying the demand of British Columbia, and paid for in gold dust. 

13. A cutting from the “San Francisco Herald ” of the 20th November last, which I 
have just received, and now forward, corroborates the statements in this letter, and gives 
a return of $511,000 as the amount of gold received from Frazer’s River by the United 
States branch mint and several mercantile firms at San Francisco, and in making that 
return the writer has evidently no desire to exaggerate the resources of British 
Columbia. 

14. ‘The whole return is satisfactory, inasmuch as it shows that a very considerable 
revenue may be raised from the duties now levied on imports as soon as that law can be 
strictly enforced. 

15. The mail steamer has, I regret to say, not yet arrived here, and it is almost certain 
that our letters now ready for transmission will not arrive at San Francisco in time for 
the mail steamer, which leaves that port on the 5th proximo for Panama. Our last mail 
was not more fortunate, and would, I fear, be detained at San Francisco for the steamer 
of the 5th of December. 

16. I have just received letters from Mr. Justice Smith, of Fort Hope, who reports 
the arrival of the first Government mail from this place, that the town is rapidly 
improving, and that substantial buildings are being erected, and that peace and quiet 
reigns throughout the district. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B, Lytton, Bart. Governor, 

&e. &e. &e. 
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San Francisco Herald, November 20. 
‘The “ Prices Current and Shipping List,” one of the strictest and most correct papers of its class, 
seems to doubt our estimate of Frazer River gold that has reached this country, which was placed at 
about 425,000 dollars, and says that a great portion of the amount named must have been in coin, which, 
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as it went from California, should not be counted as Frazer River gold. The “ Prices Current and Shipping 
List ” then makes its estimate, which it places at only about 150,000 dollars in dust, received here from 
Frazer River. In order to satisfy ourselves about the matter, which is rather an important one, we 
obtained rough estimates from Messrs. H. Van Valkenberg, Kellogg and Humbert, and Bull and Banks, 
of the amount of Frazer River dust received. by their respective firms, from the time the fever com- 
menced until now, with the following result :— 





H. Van Valkenberg - - - - - $ 65,000 
Kellogg and Humbert - - = - - - 200,000 
Bull and Banks - - - - - 100,000 
U.S. Branch Mint - - - - - - 146,000 

Total - - - - - - $511,000 


It must be remembered these were distinct and separate portions of dust, in no manner confounded, 
as we took care to make suitable inquiries on that point. ‘The foregoing statement shows that our 
former estimate was below the fact, instead of being excessive. But granting that half a million of 
dollars in round numbers have been realized from the Frazer River region, several very important facts 
must be borne in mind in connexion therewith. In the first place, the digging has been carried on 
from the commencement, in March last, to the present time, a period of nearly nine months. 

Secondly, from one to thirty thousand of our most energetic miners have been more or less engaged 
in working the mines. 

Thirdly, that great numbers of Indians have also occupied themselves in extracting gold from 
them. 

Fourthly, that a great many people from Oregon and Washington Territories likewise assisted in 
getting out this gold. 

Fifthly, that the gold obtained by Americans—whether from California, Oregon, or Washington 
Territories—as well as that obtained by Canadian diggers, English diggers in New Columbia, and the 
Indians, eventually found its way to California, having been exchanged for coin sent from this State, 
and for the purpose of assay and coining, which could only be secured here. From these data, we argue— 

Ist. That nearly all the gold dug in New Columbia has been brought to California; 

2nd. That the gross amount will scarcely exceed half a million of dollars ; 

3rd. That for the space of six months out of the nine that the Frazer River mines have been worked, 
at least ten thousand miners, of all sorts and classes, were engaged in the operation ; 

4th. That during the other three months not less than two thousand were so employed. 

Leaving the last-mentioned class entirely out of the question, and throwing in the result of their 
labours, we should have a return of fifty dollars to each miner of the ten thousand for his six months’ 
hard work. ‘Then reckon expenses, say about 350 dollars per man for the period mentioned, including 
passage money, and we come to the unavoidable conviction that they sustained a loss of 300 dollars 
each. We have not entered into a minute examination of the subject, but give the above as the result 
of our inquiries, and a rough calculation of the facts as gleaned. It would be difficult to finda more 
discouraging business than mining on Frazer River has thus far proved to the number engaged in it. 





No. 31. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Doueuas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 42.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, December 4, 1858. 
SIR, (Received January 29, 1859.) 


1. I wave the honour of forwarding herewith for your information copies of two 
Proclamations, issued respectively on the 2nd and 3rd days of December instant. 

2. The first relates to the conveyance of Crown lands, and its object is explained in 
the accompanying note from Mr. Begbie. 

8. The other Proclamation, issued yesterday, is for the purpose of imposing duties and 
imports into British Columbia, to provide a revenue for defraying the public expenses of 
the Colony. 

4. The Ordinance is to remain in force for six months to test its operation, and it will 
then be amended or continued in its present form, as may appear expedient. 

5. The port of Victoria is for the present declared the port of entry for British 
Columbia, until arrangements are made to collect the duties at some point on Frazer’s 
River. 

6. Hoping that those proceedings may meet with the approval of Her Majesty’s 
Government, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

The Right Hon, Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Governor: 

Ke. &e. &ce. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. $1. 
PROCLAMATION 


By his Excellency James Dovctias, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty’s Colony 
of British Columbia and its Dependencies. 


ProctamMation having the force of law, to enable the Governor of British Columbia to convey Crown 


Lands sold within the said Colony. 

Wuerzas by virtue of an Act of Parliament made and passed in the 21st and 22nd years of the reign 
of Her most Gracious Majesty the Queen, and by a Commission under the Great Seal of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in conformity therewith, I James Douglas, Governor of the 
Colony of British Columbia, have been authorized by Proclamation issued under the Public Seal of the 
Colony, to make laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and good government of the 
same. ail 

Now, therefore, I James Douglas, Governor of British Columbia, by virtue of the authority afore- 


said, do aap e ordain, and enact, that on and after the day of the date of this Proclamation, it shall 


be lawful for the Governor for the time being of the said Colony by an instrument in print or in writing 


or partly in print and partly in writing, under his hand and seal, to grant to any person or persons any 


lands belonging to the Crown in the said Colony, and every such instrument shall be valid as against 


Her Majesty, Her heirs, and successors, for all the estate and interest expressed to be conveyed by such 
instrument in the lands therein described. 


Issued at Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, under the Public Seal of the Colony of British 


Columbia, this Second day of December One thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, in 
the twenty-second year of Her Majesty’s reign, by me, 
. AMES Dove as, LB. 


Governor of British Columbia. 
Gop sAVE THE QUEEN. ’ 


Sub-Enclosure. 


Cory of Norx from Marrurw B. Bresre, Esquire, to Governor Doveras, dated Victoria, 
December 1, 1858. 


Ir appears to me that the title of the Crown can only be conveyed by Letters Patent under the 
Great Seal, or under the authority of an Act of Parliament. 

I should, therefore, a ee a Proclamation having the force of law to be immediately issued 
empowering some person or persons to convey the legal estate in Crown Lands which have been 
contracted to be sold. 

This merely provides machinery for carrying into full legal effect the sales which have already been 
made equitably at the auction, and subsequently thereto in the surveyor’s office. 


(Signed) Marruew B, Becstr. 





Enclosure 2 in No. 31. 
PROCLAMATION 
By his Excellency James Doveias, Governorand Commander-in-Chief of British Columbia, having 


the force of Law, to authorize the levying of Customs Duties upon Goods imported into British. 


Columbia. . 

WuereEAs it is expedient to provide ways and means to enable Her Majesty to defray the “public 
expenses of the Colony of British Columbia, and in aid thereof to authorize the levying of duties of 
customs on goods imported into the said Colony and its dependencies: And whereas by a Commission 
under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, which has been duly pro- 
claimed and published, I, the Governor of British Columbia, have been authorized by Proclamation 
under the Public Seal of the Colony to make laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and 
good government of the same. 

Now, therefore, I, James Douglas, Governor of the said Colony, do proclaim, ordain, and enact for 
law, as follows; to wit, 

Sect. 1. All goods, wares, and merchandise not otherwise herein-after mentioned, imported into British 
Columbia, or any of its dependencies, shall be chargeable with a duty of ten pounds per centum on the 
amount of the value thereof at the port of entry. 

Sect. 2. ‘There shall be charged on the articles next herein-after mentioned the following duties of 


customs :— £8 d. 
Flour, in barrels or sacks, 196 lbs. ~ ~ = - ~ - 0.291 
Bacon, per 100 lbs. - - . - - - - - 0 4:2 
Spirits and strong waters of all kinds, sweetened or otherwise, for every imperial 

gallon of full strength of proof or less than proof by Syke’s hydrometer, and in 

proportion for any greater strength than the strength of proof, and for any 

greater or less quantity than a gallon - - - - - - 4 2 
Wines, in wood or bottle, per imperial gallon - - - - D3 +1 
Ale, spruce, and other beer, porter, cider, and perry, in wood or bottle, per 

imperial gallon ~ - - - - - - - 0 0 6 
Beans, pease, and pulse of all descriptions used for food, per 100 lbs. - : 0 0 ot 
Barley, oats, and all other grain, per 200 lbs. - - - 0 0 6% 


Sect. 3. The following articles will be entered free of all duties; to wit, 
Coin, quicksilver, fresh meat, fish, fruit, vegetables, sawed lumber, shingles, fuel, hay and straw, 
wheat, potatoes, poultry, live stock of all kin » machinery for agricultural purposes, seeds, bulbs and 





a 
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roots of plants and shrubs, salt, printed and manuscript books and papers, passengers’ baggage, apparel, 
and professional apparatus; all articles imported for the public service and uses of the Colony of British 
Columbia, or for the use of Her Majesty’s Land or Sea Forces stationed therein, or for the use of any 
person holding any command or appointment in Her Majesty’s Forces aforesaid. 

Sect. 4. The bill of entry and the declaration of the importer shall be according to the form pre- 
scribed for the entry of dutiable goods by the Act of the Imperial Parliament, passed in the 16th and 
17th year of Queen Victoria, entitled the “‘ Customs Consolidation Act, 1853.” 

Sect. 5. All evasions and offences committed by any person or persons to defeat the payment of 
the duties hereby made payable on all goods imported into British Columbia, will be prosecuted and 
punished in the manner prescribed by the said “ Customs Consolidation Act, 1853.” 

Sect. 6. And whereas the Port of Victoria in Vancouver’s Island, in which port is included the har- 
bour of Esquimalt, is a free port, and vessels entering or leaving the same, or goods landed thereat, are 
subject to no tolls, duties, payments, or exactions whatever, (except such as are specified in the schedule 
hereto appended) : And whereas there is at present no Officer in British Columbia empowered to levy the 
duties aforesaid, nor any station in the said Colony, at which the said duties can conveniently be levied, 
or at which any such Officer can be conveniently posted. I do further proclaim, declare, and enact, that 
for the present and until further provision be made for the collection of the same duties, the said Port 
of Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, shall be the port of entry for all goods imported into British Columbia 
and its dependencies, or any part thereof; and the duties hereby made payable on goods imported into 
British Columbia and its dependencies shall be under the management of the Collector of Her Majesty’s 
Customs at Victoria, and shall ‘be ascertained, raised, levied, collected, paid, and recovered at Victoria 
aforesaid, according to the provisions of the laws now in force or hereafter to be made relating to the 
Customs. 

Sect. 7. This Proclamation shall take effect, and the duties hereby enacted and imposed shall be payable 
on all goods imported or attempted to be imported into British Columbia after the day of the date 
hereof. 

Sect. 8. This Proclamation shall continue in force for six calendar months from the date hereof, unless 
the same shall, before the expiration of the said period of six calendar months, be modified or repealed by 
lawful authority, and shall not continue in force beyond such six calendar months, unle’s the same shall 
in the meantime, by Proclamation or other lawful authority, be extended or prolonged. 

Issued under the Public Seal of the Colony of British Columbia, at Victoria, Vancouver’s 
Island, this Third day of December One thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, in the 
twenty-second year of Her Majesty’s reign, by me, 

James Dovetas, Governor, (1.8.) 


Gop SAVE THE QUEEN. 


No. 32. 
Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Doveuas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrton, 
Bart. 
(No. 45.) Vancouver’s Island, December 9, 1858. 
Str, (Received January 29, 1859.) 


1. I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 23, of the 
17th of September last, acquainting me that the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
have selected the Rev. James Gammage to officiate among the mining population of 
British Columbia, that you had provided Mr. Gammage (who will be paid by the Society) 
with a passage in the ship “Thames City,” which was about to take out the party of 
Engineers to British Columbia. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Governor. 
&c. &c. &c, 





No. 33. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 46.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, December 9, 1858. 
; (Received January 29, 1859.) 

1. I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 24, of the 24th of 
September, in which you kindly approve, under the peculiar circumstances in which 1 
was placed, of the allowance of pay to the companies of H.M. ships “Satellite” and 
“‘ Plumper,” from the local revenue, equal to their rate of pay from the Crown. 

2. That extra allowance of pay was made for three months up to the 30th of September 
last, when it was not considered necessary to continue it for a Ionger time, and with the 
knowledge and approval of Admiral Baynes, who concurred with me regarding the 
allowance as unusual and forming a troublesome and inconvenient precedent, that 
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Brimsx decision was made known to Captains Prevost and Richards, to announce to their 
CovumBIA. respective ships’ companies. 
8. The charge for that quarter was as follows :— 


hls bhid 2 

* Satellite ” - - a (25844 o'8 
“Plumper” - : eM, LBL 
£3,372 6 8 


4. I have already liquidated one-third of that sum; I propose to pay a second 
instalment very shortly, and the third will be paid as soon as circumstances permit. 

5. Had the extra allowance been limited to the ships’ companies, the amount of pay 
would have been moderate; but applying as it did to the captain and officers, the charge 
became an intolerable burden on our limited income, and to me a source of ceaseless 
trouble and anxiety. 

I have, &c. ey 
) (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. : Governor. 

&e. &c. &e. 





No, 34. . No. 34. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(Ne. 50.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, December 7, 1858. 
| (Received January 29, 1859.) 
SIR, (Answered No. 17, February 8, 1859, p. 79.) 


1, I nave the honour of transmitting herewith copy of a Jetter lately addressed to 

Enclosure. me by the Agents of the Hudson’s Bay Company residing at this place, setting forth the 

claims of the Company to certain tracts of land connected with their several trading 

establishments in British Columbia, which they have occupied for many years, and 
improved by settlement and otherwise at much expense. 

2, Her Majesty’s Government may probably consider that the Hudson’s Bay Company 
have acquired rights to the soil through permissory occupation and improvement, as well 
as by the public services which the Company have rendered to the country, and may 
therefore meet their claims in a spirit of judicious liberality, especially as the settlement 
of the Company’s possessory rights in Oregon, resting on the construction of the third 
article of the Treaty of the 17th of July 1846 with the United States of America, will 
probably be influenced by the decision of Her Majesty’s Government in allowing or 
disallowing the possessory rights of the Company in British Columbia. 

I have, &c. ’ 
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
The Right Hon. Sir E, B. Lytton, Bart. Governor. 
&c. &e. &c. 


Enclosure in Enclosure in No. 34. 


Ho. &. Cory of Letter from Joun Work and Ducatp McTavisn, Chief Factors, Hudson’s Bay Company, to 
Governor Dovcuas, dated Fort Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 24, 1858. 
Sir, 

We beg to call your Excellency’s attention to the following list of claims to land in British 
Columbia, which we consider as belonging to the Hudson’s Bay Company, and trust that their title to 
the same will eventually be confirmed by Her Majesty’s Government. 

1. Old Fort Langley. 

2. New Fort Langley and adjacent farms. 

3. Point at the Forks of Smess River. : 
4. Point at the Forks of Harrison’s River. 

5. Fort Hope, with cleared land adjoining, especially block No. 1 on official map of the town, which 

encroaches on the fort. 

6. Fort Yale, portion marked “reserve,” and block XVII. on official map of the town. 
7. Fort Dallas. 

8. Fort at Kamloops, known as Thompson’s River, with lands adjacent. 

9. Fort Douglas. 
10. Fort Shepherd on the Columbia River, with adjoining lands. 

11. Fort in the Kootanais Country, if north of the 49th parallel. 
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12. The various posts in New Caledonia belonging to the Company, and other points along the 
route from Fort Hope to Thompson’s River and New Caledonia, not permanently occupied but 
improved by the sowing of grass seeds. 

13. Fort Simpson with lands adjoining. 

14. Fort McLaughlin. 

Your Excellency is no doubt aware; that we are unable at present more particularly to define the 
limits of the Company’s claims, but we hope the foregoing statement is sufficiently explicit for the 
authorities to act upon until accurate surveys can be made of the whole. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) Joun Work, 
Ducatp Macravisn, 


Chief Factors, Hudson’s Bay Company. 





No. 35. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovuctas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
. Bart. 
(No. 51.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, December 14, 1858. 
(Received January 29, 1859.) 
Sir, (Answered No. 22, February 12, 1859, p. 80.) 


1. SincE my report of the 30th of November on the state of British Columbia, there 
has been a change in the weather from mild to cold; the mercury fell on the 5th of 
instant to 12° Fahrenheit ; there have been several falls of snow to the depth of ten 
inches, and Frazer’s River from Langley to Point “ Aitch Bee Cee” is frozen over and 
impassable for ships. ‘The river above Langley was by last accounts also frozen, and 
winter fairly set in, though at an unusually early season of the year. 

2, No accounts from Langley have, in consequence of the cold weather, been received 

here fcr the last week ; but the weather being now milder, two steamers are preparing to 
leave to-day with freight and passengers for that place, and it is hoped they will succeed 
in forcing a passage through the ice. 
' 8. We have had no tidings from Fort Yale since the 25th of November last; the 
weather was then mild, but exceedingly wet, and the miners doing littie in consequence 
of the state of the weather; others of that class were, nevertheless, still moving onwards 
by the river with goods and provisions for the upper country. 

4. ‘The country was then generally in a state of tranquillity. 

5. The American steamer “ Pacific” left this place on the 4th of instant with 400 
passengers, principally returning miners for the Port of San Francisco. ‘The export of 
gold dust by that vessel was reported to be ten thousand ounces, exclusive of a large 
amount in private liands. 

6. An export duty on gold would now yield a respectable amount of revenue, and 
together with the duties levied on smports, would probably yield an income of 100,000/. 
per annum. 7 

7. With some assistance from Parliament in the outset, either by way of loan or asa 
free grant, the Colony will soon emerge from its early difficulties and defray all its own 
expenses. 

8. This has hitherto been accomplished without assistance from any quarter, as I have 
not yet drawn upon you for any expenditure incurred in the Colony, which have all, 
nevertheless, been paid. 

9, I cannot, however, undertake immediately to defray the cost of the detachment of 
Royal Engineers appointed for the protection of the country, as a large sum must this 
year be provided for the erection of the many public buildings so much need in British 
Columbia. 

10. I propose building a small church and parsonage, a court-house, and gaol imme- 
diately at Langley, and to defray the expense out of the proceeds arising from the sale of 
town lands there. 3 

11. The mail steamer is expected in to-night, but will probably leave again immediately 
afterwards for San Francisco, allowing no time for replying to letters by the same mail. 

: I have, &c. 
(Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Governor. 

&c. &c. &c. 
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No, 36. 
Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas to the Right Hon. Sir E, B. Lyrroy, 
Bart. . 
(No. 52.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, December 24, 1858. 
Sir, (Received February 12, 1859.) | 


1. In consequence of the return of mild weather the ice on Frazer’s River has” 
broken up, and vessels are again plying with goods and passengers between this place and 
Fort Langley. | 

2. The steamers “Santa Cruz” and ‘“ Beaver” lately returned from thence, with 
upwards of 300 passengers from the mining districts, and, as reported on good authority, 
7,340 ounces of gold dust, exclusive of the sums in the hands of miners. 

3. The passengers who arrived by those vessels suffered much privation on ‘their 
journey to Fort Langley, in consequence of the freezing of the river about 40 miles 
above that place, where they were detained by ice, and imprudently attempted to make 
their way through the woods to Fort Langley, without the precaution of taking guides 
or food, or, in short, providing in any manner for their own comfort or safety. “he poor 
fellows soon lost their way, and after wandering for several days through the pathless 
forest, were nearly perishing of cold and hunger, before they could be rescued from their 
perilous situation. . | 

4. Those people, who were principally returning miners, complain bitterly of the cold, 
and appear physically disqualified by the enervating effects of a long residence in Cali- 
fornia for the more rigorous climate of British Columbia. 

5. The reports from the upper country are favourable, confirming all our previous 
opinions of the great mineral wealth of the interior of British Columbia. 

The want of roads and difficulty of access are still the great impediments to the 
development of the mineral wealth of that region. 

6. The Harrison’s River Road is, after an endless deal of trouble and anxiety, from 
the want of honest and able men to carry out the plans of Government, fairly open to 
traffic, and its advantages will be of incalculable value to the country. We have had a 
town site laid out on that road at Port Douglas, and have caused town lots, of the usual 
size, to be issued under leases to all persons wishing to build there for the present winter, 
and about '70 of those lots are occupied. 

7. Some specimens of gold, procured by sluicing on Harrison’s River, have lately 
come into my possession, adding force to the opinion that the country in that quarter is 
probably not greatly inferior to Frazer’s River itself as an auriferous district. | 

8. Bridge River is now the favourite gold district, specimens of copper and a small 
specimen of silver now in my possession having recently been brought from that part of 
the country. ; 

9. Mr. Commissioner ‘Travaillot’s last report from “ Lytton” (forks of Thompson’s 
River) is dated the 7th of December. ‘There was then a very slender stock of food in 
his district, and provisions were selling at a high price; but there was a prospect of 
speedy relief, as supplies of flour and other articles of food were beginning to arrive by 
the Harrison’s River Road. 

10. Many of the white miners had, nevertheless, left the country in despair of being 
able to get through the winter without suffering much privation, and those who remained 
behind were peaceable and well conducted. ‘Their conduct towards the Indian popu- 
lation, and of the latter to the whites, had been good, and no serious difficulty had 
occurred since the month of October. 

11. The police had, in one instance, met with resistance on a mining bar above Lytton, 
from a party of miners, who sought to protect a person named D. Brown, charged with a 
criminal offence ; but they succeeded, after a hard fight, in capturing the criminal, who, 
with four of his friends, had posted themselves in a log house for defence. 

Brown was severely wounded in the struggle, and is not yet recovered. 

12. This is the first and only instance of open resistance to the law that I have had 
to record in British Columbia, and I am glad to say the police did their duty faithfully 
on the occasion. 

13. Mr. Travaillot’s statement of public receipts and expenditures exhibits a deficit of 
nearly LOO/. against his district, and he remarks that in the present state of things a more 
favourable result could hardly be expected. 

Food of all kinds has been scarce and dear, and the sources of supply at a great distance 
from the mining bars; the miners were therefore kept continually travelling to and fro to 
procure subsistence, thereby exhausting their money as well as their physical energies in 
extremely fatiguing journies over a rugged country, carrying loads of from 80 to 100 
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pounds on their backs, and latterly, the cold weather, the thermometer having fallen to 
10° Fahrenheit, had compelled the miners to suspend work altogether. In such circum. 
stances, the licence fees could not be enforced with advantage to the public revenue. 

14, There is nothing further of much importance to communicate respecting the 
affairs of Mr. Travaillot’s district. 

15. I have also lately received satisfactory accounts from the District of Fort Yale. 
Mr. Hicks, the Assistant Commissioner, having failed in carrying out his instructions for 
collecting the mining licence fee, and being deficient in nerve for the position he holds, 
it is my intention immediately to remove him, and to appoint Mr. Inspector Brew to the 
office he now holds as Assistant Commissioner of Crown Lands. 

16. This arrangement will not interfere materially with Mr. Brew’s other duties, while 
to me it will afford an incalculable degree of relief, as I can implicitly rely on Mr. Brew’s 
firmness and integrity. : 

17. I forward for your information three numbers of the Victoria Gazette, which 
contain the latest reports from the mining districts, and on that account may be found 
interesting. 





I have, &c. . 
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Governor. 
&c. &c. &c. 
No. 37. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas to the Right Hon. Sir I. B. Lytton, 
Bart. 
(No. 56.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, December 27, 1858. 
(Received February 28, 1859.) 
Sir, (Answered, No. 48, April 11, 1859, p. 82.) 


Your Despatch, No. 30, of the 16th October, I have perused with the greatest 
interest and attention. 

I acknowledge with gratitude the effective steps which you have taken to support 
my authority, and the various measures which you have adopted to aid’me in the arduous 
task of organizing the government of the Colony. 

In a former communication to you, I mentioned the arrival in this Colony of 
Admiral Baynes in his flag-ship the “ Ganges,” and I recal with pleasure the cordial and 
. hearty manner in which he entered into my views, and lent to their execution all the 
support in his power. 

He remained in this Colony upwards of two months, and sailed for Valparaiso on 
the 22nd instant; the “Tribune” and “ Pylades,” ordered from China to this station, 
being then daily expected here, though the two latter vessels have not yet arrived. 

I have, therefore, in obedience to your instructions in reference to this point, to 
report to you that Her Majesty’s ships ‘* Satellite” and “ Plumper” are the only Queen’s 
ships at present in this harbour, and that as yet no ships designed for the especial support 
of the civil government have arrived here. 

That statement is not made with the view of urging any complaint of neglect, as 
you will observe, by my correspondence with Admiral Baynes before his departure, that 
with the force at my disposal I did not apprehend any immediate danger of the authority 
of Government being set at nought, especially as the ‘ Tribune” and “ Pylades” were 
known to be on their way to this Colony; at the same time I represented to him the 
great importance of having a respectable naval force collected here in spring, when a very 
large immigration for British Columbia may be looked for, and I rely on his taking the 
necessary measures to assemble that force in this neighbourhood before the emergency 
presents itself. 

My anxiety to avoid making exaggerated demands on you for military assistance has 
probably led me into the opposite extreme of asking for too small a number of troops, and 
I admit the wisdom of the course you have taken in completing the present military force 
intended for the service of this Colony to 150 men, instead of the number suggested in 
my letter. 

It is certainly advisable in the actual state of the country to err on the safe side, and to 
maintain a respectable military force, in order that the power as well as the dignity of the 
British Government may be represented. 

However effective an undisciplined civilian force may be found in a well-regulated 
community of persons, bound to their country and institutions by the ties of early asso- 
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ciation and affection, the same force would, I apprehend, prove insufficient to maintain 
Jaw and order in British Columbia, among an alien population composed of all nations. 


I gratefully appreciate the unceasing care and pains which you have devoted to the 
hastening of the necessary preparations for the departure of the main body of the troops, 
and of the instalments of 20 and 12 men under Captains Parsons and Grant, who, I am 
glad to say, are in good health and spirits, and busily engaged at this present time in 
erecting houses for themselves and the main body of Engineers at Fort Langley. 


I have perused with great attention your remarks indicating the policy ypu wish to 
be observed in the employment, and explaining the objections to the use of a Royal 
military force in the collection of revenue, and as my own views on those subjects accord 
in all respects with the instructions in your Despatch, I will not fail in carrying them fully 
into effect. 


In no instance have we resorted to the employment of a military force, except when 
the civil power was found insufficient to ensure obedience to the law, and even in those 
cases it was regarded as subsidiary to the ordinary means of enforcing obedience. 


* X * % cS 


I have had much communication with Mr. Brew on the subject of forming an 
effective police for service in British Columbia. He proposed that. a force of 150 men 
should be immediately raised and disciplined, but on making an estimate of the expense, 
assuming as data a rate of wages below what is given to ordinary labourers in the gold 
districts, the expense appeared to be so large, that I withheld my assent until I should 
have time to consult and receive your instructions on the subject. 


With the small police which has been hitherto maintained in British Columbia 
we have succeeded, through the blessing of God, and with the aid of the well disposed 
inhabitants, in bringing all offenders to justice, and in maintaining a remarkable degree 
of quiet and good order. It is therefore unnecessary, for the purposes of security, to 
increase that force until the increase of population in spring, and thus it becomes a 
question whether, in the meantime, it would not be advisable to request Her Majesty’s 
Government to send out at once a body of 60 of the Irish Constabulary Force, furnished 
with their proper arms and equipments, and who would thus be ready for service the 
moment they arrived in the country. 


The advantages of that plan are important, as it would in the first place lead to a great 
saving of expense in the pay and equipment of the force ; and secondly, the foree would 
be perfectly reliable in every emergency. With that body of men asa nucleus, and 
spare arms and equipments for 100 more, the police force could be recruited in the 
country, though with a less reliable element, to any desirable extent. I will request 
Mr. Brew to state his opinion on that subject, and will forward the same to you, with 
any suggestions relative thereto that may occur to him. I trust that the plan may meet 
with your approval, and that you will direct it to be carried into effect. 


There is every reason to believe that a well-constituted constabulary force, with a 
sufficient staff of stipendiary magistrates, supported by the co-operation of the well- 
disposed inhabitants, the military force intended for the country, and the naval force on 
the seacoast, will furnish in all ordinary cases the requisite protection to life and 
property. Should there be reason to alter that opinion, either in consequence of the 
deportment of the white population or of collision with the Indians, I will not fail to ask 
for additional reinforcements; but for the present, provided we have the means above 
described, I think such unnecessary. 


I would hardly venture to give a decided opinion on the subject of recruiting a 
regular military force from tlfe gold diggers of the Colony, as the men taking service 
would probably be composed of the idle and worthless classes; but to secure the services 
of the active adventurers I fear a very high rate of pay, not less than 12s. day, including 
rations, would be an indispensable condition in the outset, and the great expense of such 
a force, together with its unreliable character, would be an almost insuperable objection 
to maintaining it in the field. 


The practical and skilful men fer cavalry and artillery drill sent out with Colonel 
Moody, and who are intended to form a nucleus for such additional military force as may 
be required and formed in the Colony, will be of the greatest possible service should any 
such contingency arise. 


I have further to state, in reply to your communication, that I have carefully 
perused your instructions providing for and suggesting how to meet the unforeseen 
exigencies in the Colony as they may arise, and shall attend to those instructions. 
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We shall also endeavour to settle all preliminary questions of law and police, and 
to make all suitable preparations for the expected immigration in spring, and for the 
safety and development of the Colony, and forward any further information we may arrive 
at of the probable revenue on which we may calculate. In my Letter No. 5, of the 14th 
instant, I estimated the revenue for the coming year at’ 100,000/. sterling, assuming 
that the import duty on goods would yield the sum of 80,000/., and a proposed export 
duty on gold about 20,000/.; in all 100,000/. per annum. ‘The sale of public land will 
also, I trust, yield a considerable revenue, as well as mining and other fees, so that 1 am 
in hopes of being able, after the first year, to pay all our own expenses. 

Your approval of the great enterprise of the year, the opening of the Harrison’s 
River Road, is exceedingly gratifying to me. 

The real impediment to the development of the mineral region of British Columbia is 
no doubt the difficulty of access to it. Passable roads and means of cheap transport 
would soon work a wonderful revolution in the state of the country. I have done every- 
thing in my power to remove the obstacles of route, and to improve the access to the 
mineral region; but much remains to be done. A road through the valley of Frazer’s 


River from the seacoast to the forks of ‘Thompson’s River is urgently wanted, to open. 


the country for settlement, for land travel, when the river is either flooded, or impassable 
from ice in winter, and for driving live stock of all kinds to and from the seacoast and 
interior country. ‘That great work is in part accomplished, through the co-operation of 
the inhabitants, and, with your approval, we may finish it before the close of next 
summer. 

Other routes into the remote interior may be opened by Howe’s Sound, explored 
last summer by Mr. McKay, and by Jarvis Inlet, where I also sent an exploring party 
some months ago, but who failed in crossing the mountains, which were covered with 
snow, and they were compelled to return unsuccessful. 

In conclusion, I beg to assure you that I deeply appreciate the extreme kindness of 
your closing remarks, and you may rest assured that I will not fail in exerting every 
faculty to carry out the views of Her Majesty’s Government, and in the meantime, I 
shall rely with confidence on your aid and support. 

I have, &c. 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

&e. &c. &c. Governor. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 37. 


Cory of a Letter from Rear-Admiral Baynes, dated “ Ganges” in Esquimalt Harbour, December 7, 
1858, to Governor Douctas. 
Str, 
I see to acquaint your Excellency, that I propose leaving Vancouver’s Island in the “ Ganges,” 
for the southern ports of the station, some time this month. 

Your Excellency is aware that the “ Pylades” and “‘Tribune” are on the way to this place from 
India and China, and may hourly be expected, the latter having on board a small party of 
supernumerary marines. 

In the event of my not seeing them before I sail I shall leave orders for Captain De Courcy of the 
*‘ Pylades,” the senior officer, or in his absence the senior Captain, to place themselves in communication 
with your Excellency, and to carry out, as far as they can, your wishes in order to uphold the laws and 
maintain the tranquillity of the Colonies. 

The importance of Vancouver’s Island and British Columbia demand my earnest consideration, and 
I hesitate in carrying out my intentions unless I am assured by your Excellency that you are under 
no apprehension of any outbreak, that you consider the force placed at your disposal as suflicient to 
meet any exigency you think likely to occur, and that you do not deem the presence of my flag 
necessary for the preservation of that good order you have so happily established in both Colonies. I 
shall endeavour to return to Esquimalt immediately circumstances will permit. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. Lampt. Baynes, 
Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Chief. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 37. 


Cory of a Letter from Governor Dovctias, dated Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, December 13, 1858, 
to Rear-Admiral Baynes. 
Sir, 
I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, communicating for my 
information that you propose leaving Vancouver's Island in the Ganges, some time this month, and also 
alluding to the expected arrival of the “ Pylades” and “'Tribune” now on the way to this place from 
India and China, the latter having on board a small body of supernumerary Marines, and that in the 
event ot your not seeing them before you sail, you SL leave orders for Captain De Courcy, or in his 
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British absence to the senior Captain to place themselves in communication with me, and to carry out as far 
CotumpiA. as they can my wishes in order to uphold the laws, and to maintain the tranquillity of the Colonies. 
— The arrangements you propose appear to me effective and perfectly satisfactory as regards the 
present condition of the Colony, and provided the arrival of the “ Pylades” and “Tribune” be not 
delayed greatly beyond the period anticipated in your letter, I think the naval forces on the station 
will be sufficient to enable us to enforce the law, and to maintain peace and good order in the Colonies 
until the spring, when there will be a large influx of people from other countries, and it is impossible 
to exaggerate the importance of then increasing the naval force on this part of the station to the 
utmost extent of the means at your disposal. 

I feel assured that your own wishes are in that respect; in unison with the views herein expressed, 
and I will therefore leave to your provident care the whole burden of providing a naval force equal to 
the emergency, and to give protection to the country. , 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) James Dovetas, 
Governor of Vancouver's Island and 
British Columbia. 


No. 38. * No. 38. ' 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
| Bart. 
(No. 58.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, December 28, 1858. 
Sir, (Received February 28, 1859.) 
eevee 78, I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 32,* of the 


19th of October last, enclosing a letter from the Archbishop of Canterbury, announcing 
to you the munificent endowment offered by Miss Burdett Coutts, together with your 
admirable reply thereto, which I shall take the liberty of publishing in this country, as it 
refers to a matter of general interest, for the information of the public. 

A more acceptable gift than this munificent donation, or one calculated to diffuse a 
greater amount of public good, could hardly have been devised, and I beg, on behalf of 
the Colony, to offer most grateful thanks to the generous lady whose name and benefi- 
cence will be commemorated in the records of the country. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES. DOUGLAS, 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Governor. 
&c. Sac. &c. 
No. 39. No. 89. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Doveras to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 62.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, December 29, 1858. 
SIR, (Received February 28, 1859.) 


1. [Have to acknowledge and to observe in reply to your Letter, marked “ Private,” 
*Page71, of the 16th of October* last, that I will carefully attend to your instructions respecting 
Part I the employment of the Royal Engineers who have been dispatched to British Columbia. 
2. I understand by your letter that Colonel Moody and his men are expected to 
erform all the surveying duties in the Colony, and that it is therefore unnecessary that 
| should accept the services of other surveyors, whose employment would add so much to 
the heavy expenses which the Colony is called upon to defray. “5 
8. Anticipating such instructions, after being apprised of Colonel Moody’s appoint- 
ment, | made no exertion to form a surveying corps, and for the survey of the town 
sites in British Columbia I employed Mr. Pemberton, Surveyor of Vancouver's Island, 
who also managed the sales of town lands, and was most accommodating and useful in 
every capacity. 
4. The Colony is, therefore, not encumbered with any civil corps of surveying officers, 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Governor. 
&c. &c. &c. 
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No. 40. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Doueuas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 63.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, December 30, 1858. 
Sir, (Received February 28, 1859.) 


1. I wave the honour toacknowledge the receipt.of your Despatch, marked Confi- 
dential,* of the 14th of October last, in which you have been pleased to favour me with 
the impressions derived from the perusal of the regulations framed for the management of 
the goldfields in British Columbia, and it is not without reason that I now express the 
deepest sense of obligation for the searching investigation which you have given to that 
subject. 


2. I was sensible from the outset of the arduous nature of the task of framing regu- 
lations so perfectly adapted for a comparatively unknown country as to be unobjectionable, 
especially for a country situated as is British Columbia, in the close vicinity of a powerful 
state, whose inhabitants would for a time at least form the great bulk of the population. 


8. It was to establish a legal control over the adventurers who were rushing from all 
sides into the country, to anticipate their own attempts at legislation, and to accustom 
them to the restraints of lawful authority, that I prepared and issued the gold regulations. 
I am therefore not wedded to the established system, as I hardly ventured to hope that it 
would be found in all respects so well adapted to the people and the country as to 
form the permanent mining code of British Columbia. 


4, No serious objection has been offered by the miners to that section of the law which 
regulates the size of mining claims; but there has been, and I fear always will exist a 
strong dislike to the payment ofa monthly licence fee, and the enforcement of that 
system might ultimately lead, as it did in Australia, to fatal interruptions of the public 
peace. ) 


5. There are several other objections to the monthly licence fee considered as a source 
of revenue, such as the cost of collection, its equal pressure upon the prosperous and 
unsuccessful miner, and its frequent evasion ; objections which apply with peculiar force 
to the extensive and hardly accessible gold districts of British Columbia. 


6. I shall not fail to consider with care your suggestions, and to revise the law as it 
respects the extraction of gold by means of machinery from quartz rocks and other classes 
of mining requiring the large investment of capital. 


7. My attention was in fact closely devoted to a revision of the gold regulations, when 
your Despatch on the subject was received. 


The expediency of abolishing the monthly licence fee, in consequence of its obnoxious 
features, and of introducing the system which has been found to work with such happy 
effects in Victoria, was an idea naturally suggested by the consideration of the subject, 
and we should not have hesitated in adopting that system with, perhaps, some modification 
in details, but for the difficulty of dealing with the export duty on gold, which has 
proved so prolific a source of revenue in Victoria, as more than to compensate for the 
surrender of the monthly licence fees. 


8. The imposition of a duty at present on the export of gold in British Columbia 
would, it is feared, be comparatively unproductive of revenue, besides having the effect of 
diverting the course of trade, which it has been the hitherto successful object of all our 
legislation to retain within our own possessions, to Samiamoo and other American 
frontier towns. 


The miners returning with their gains to California would naturally seek to evade the 
payment of the duty, cross over the frontier, and take the road to those places, instead of 
coming direct to Victoria, which is now enriched by their visits. 


9. We have, as yet, found no solution of this difficulty, but I am of opinion that it 
will nevertheless be advisable at once to to abolish the monthly licence fees, and to 
replace them by an annual payment, probably exceeding the payment annually levied on 
miners in the Colony of Victoria. 


10. It may also be advisable to adopt the other features of the Victorian system, a 
subject which will have my early and anxious consideration, with the aid and advice of 
my Executive Council, which will be composed of Lieutenant-Governor Moody and the 
other officers who have lately arrived from England. ; 
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11. It will be our study to frame such regulations as will give satisfaction to the people 


Cotumsia. at large, and to create a public revenue, with the smallest possible amount of pressure on 


_>—— 


No. 41. 


Enclosure 1. 


the trade and resources of the conntry. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Governor. 
&c. &c. &c, 





No. 41. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Doue.as to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 


(No. 65.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, January 6, 1859. 
(Received February 28, 1859.) 
Sir, (Answered No. 32, March 15, 1859, p. 81.) 
I nave the honour of transmitting herewith a copy of a General Order of Court 


Enclosure 2. issued by Mr. Justice Begbie, dated 27th December last, with copies of two letters, ex- 


Enclosure 3, 


Enclosure 1 in 


No. 41, 


planatory of his reasons for admitting as a temporary arrangement members of the 
American bar to plead in the Courts of British Columbia. 

In the absence of members of the English bar to take out the proper writs and to 
conduct cases, there would otherwise be no one to point out to defendants the most 
efficacious mode of defence, a duty which the judge would be called on to perform, and 
therefore to act both as adviser and judge. He despaired under those circumstances of 
giving satisfaction to the suitors and of maintaining the desirable high character of a 
British Court of Law. 

For those reasons I yielded to his wishes, and agreed that the concession in favour of 
American lawers should remain in force for six months, but not longer, unless there bea 
positive necessity, from the absence of English practitioners, of again resorting for a time 
to a like expedient. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &e. &c. Governor. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 41. 
Court or Britisu CotumBIA. 
OrpDER or Court. 


WuenreEas, by a Proclamation under the Public Seal of the said Colony, issued at Victoria, V. L., 
the 24th day of December, I, Matthew Baillie Begbie, Judge in the said Court, am authorized, while 
resident in Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, to make General Rules and Orders of Court in the same manner 
and of the same force and validity as if I were resident in British Columbia. 

I. It is ordered, That all the Rules and Orders of Court of the Supreme Court of Civil Justice of 
Vancouver’s Island of the 12th day of February 1857, as altered and modified by the General Rule or 
Order of the 26th April 1858, shall be observed in civil proceedings in the Court of British Columbia 
so far as the same are, from local and other circumstances, applicable, and so far as the same are not 
discharged, modified, or altered by this or some future Order or Rule of Court. 

I]. Wherever the town of Victoria is named in the said General Orders of the 12th of February 
1857 and the 26th of April 1858 as the place at which any act is to be done, or any address to be 
fixed, the name of Langley shall be substituted for Victoria. 

III. Sessions of the Court for trial of all causes, civil and criminal, will be held four times in each 
year, commencing on the last Monday in January, the last Monday in April, the last Monday in June, 
and the last Monday in October in every year. 

IV. The same fees, poundage, and perquisites shall be levied and paid on all proceedings, enrol- 
ments, and acts whatever in this Court as are now of custom or otherwise levied and paid on the like 
proceedings, enrolments, and acts in the said Supreme Court of Justice in Vancouver’s Island, and all 
such fees, poundage, and perquisites shall be applied in the same manner and proportions as in the 
Court of Vancouver's Island, mutatis mutandis. 

VY. There may be enrolled as Barristers of the said Court,— 

Ist. Any person who has been called or is qualified to be called to practise at the English or Irish 
bar, or as an Advocate in Scotland, or who has taken the degree of Doctor of Laws at any University 
in the United Kingdom. 

2d. Any person who may be instructed within the Colonies of British Columbia or Vancouver's 
Island in the knowledge and practise of the law by any practising barrister of the said Court, subject 
to such regulations as may hereafter be by law established within the Colony in relation to persons so 
to be instructed. 
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VI. There may be enrolled as Attorneys and Solicitors of the said Court,— 

Ist. All persons entitled to practise as attorneys, solicitors, or proctors in any of Her Majesty’s 
Courts in England or Ireland, or as writers to the signet or solicitors to the Supreme Courts in 
Scotland. 

2d. All persons who may be instructed within the said Colonies of British Columbia or Vancouver’s 
Island in the knowledge and practise of the law by any practising solicitor and attorney of the said 
Court, subject, nevertheless, to any regulations which may hereafter be by law established in relatien 
to persons so to be instructed. 

And whereas there is at present only one person in Victoria qualified to act as a barrister in a Cour 
of Law in England, and there is no other person resident in either of the said two Colonies qualified to 
act either as a barrister, attorney, solicitor, or proctor in England or Ireland, or as an advocate, writer 
to the signet, or solicitor to the Supreme Courts in Scotland, and it would be convenient for suitors, 
and expedient for the satisfactory administration of justice, that a larger number of persons should be 
admitted to appear and act as of counsel for litigants and accused persons, and it is expedient to make 
temporary provision for a supply of such counsel, I do further order as follows, viz.:— 

VII. There may be enrolled, on a temporary roll, as attorneys and solicitors of this Court all such 
persons of good repute, learning, and discretion as are entitled to practise either as a barrister, 
attorney, or solicitor, 1st, in the Courts of Justice in Guernsey, Jersey, or in any other part of Her 
Majesty’s Dominions not beimg within the United Kingdom; or 2d, in the Supreme Courts of the 
United States of North America. But no temporary enrolment under this present order shall continue 
in force after the 30th of June 1859, unless the same shall in the meantime be extended and continued 
by further order of this Court. And no person whose name shall be entered on such temporary roll 
shall by force of such enrolment alone have any privileges whatever subsequently to the said 30th of 
June 1859. 

There shall be paid to the registrar, for every name to be entered on such temporary roll, a fee 
of 10s. 

VIII. Every person desirous to be enrolled under either of the preceding orders shall notify his 
desire to the registrar or deputy registrar of the said Court, and shall also deposit with such registrar 
or deputy registrar his name at full length, and his address in either of the said Colonies, and also a 
statement of his qualification, and shall also make a declaration in the form set forth in the schedule 
hereto. After approval thereof by the Judge of the said Court, all such names shall be by him entered 
on the proper roll. Every person to be enrolled, whether as a barrister, attorney, or solicitor, shall, if 
a British subject, take previously to his enrolment the oath of allegiance to Her Majesty and Her 
successors. And where any person so enrolled, not being a British subject, shall have resided in Her 
Majesty’s dominions long enough to be naturalized, he shall be bound to become a naturalized British 
subject, otherwise he shall ipso facto cease to be an attorney or solicitor of this Court, and his name 
shall be erased accordingly. No foreigner shall be entitled to be placed on the temporary roll of 
attorneys when the foreigners already on the said roll are equal in number to the British subjects for 
the time being entitled under these orders to appear and act as attorneys. 

IX. Except the persons so enrolled no person shall be entitled to appear or address the Court for or 
on behalf of any party to any legal proceeding, unless he be the father, son, or brother of the party. 
But nothing in these orders shall prevent parties to any suit or proceeding from appearing or pleading 
in person. 

X. The right of precedence among the enrolled barristers as between themselves, and among the 
enrolled attorneys and solicitors as between themselves, shall be according to priority of enrolment 
on each roll. ‘The priority of enrolment on any roll shall, in cases of dispute, be decided by the Judge 
of the Court. But persons who shall have taken the oath of allegiance shall be entitled to be entered 
on the roll before all persons who shall not have taken such oath. 

XI. All persons on either roll of attorneys shall be subject to the authority of the Court in the 
same manner as attorneys and solicitors are to the authority of the Superior Courts of Westminster. 
Any person on either roll of attorneys shall be subject to removal at any time by the direction of his 
Excellency the Governor for the time being. 

XII. Until further order shall be made herein, all barristers of this Court may appear and practise 
as attorneys and solicitors, and all attorneys and solicitors may practise and plead as barristers. 

XIII. Thomas George Williams, Esq., Registrar of the Supreme Court of Civil Justice m 
Vancouver’s Island, is hereby appointed to be Deputy Registrar in Victoria of the said Court of 
British Columbia. 

XIV. Until further orders of this Court, it shall be lawful for the attorneys and solicitors thereof 
to ask and recover payment of fees and remuneration for all services for which fees and remuneration 
may be demanded according to the practice of the Superior Courts of Westminster. And all such fees 
ape remuneration may be charged at double the rates allowed in taxation in the Superior Courts of 

estminster. 


SCHEDULE. 
(A.)—~For of Decuaration by Barristers. 

I, A.B., of , do solemnly and sincerely declare that (a) 1 am a barrister at law (or 
advocate) duly authorized to practise in the Superior Courts of England (Ireland or Scotland), and 
that I was called to the bar by the Honourable Society of , on the day 
of , and that I am the person named in the certificate now produced. And that 


Tam a British born (or naturalized British) subject, and that I have never changed my allegiance. 

(a) Variation where the person has never been actually called:—[I am a member of the Honourable 
Society of , and that I have kept all my terms there, and am entitled to be called 
to the bar by that Society. And that I ama Ba &e.] 
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(B.)—Form of Dectaration by Attorney or Soricrror. 


I, A.B., of , do solemnly and sincerely declare that I am an attorney of Her 
Majesty’s Court of at Westminster (or proctor, or writer to the signet, &c., as the case 
may be). And that I was duly admitted an attorney of the said Court at Westminster, (&c.) on 


the day of ” , and that I am the person named in the certificate now 
produced. And that Iam a British born (&c.) subject, (if naturalized, state the date,) and that I have 
never (or never since) changed my allegiance. . 


(C.)—Form of Dectaration for ArrorNEYs on temporary Roll. 


I, A.B., do solemnly and sincerely declare that I am , and that I am the person named 
in the certificate. [Add declaration as to citizenship and qualification. | 
Mart. B. Bresrr, J. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 41. 


Cory of a Letter from the Honourable Marruew B. Becsrr (Judge of British Columbia), dated 
Victoria, December 29, to Governor Dovctas. 


Sir, 
I nave the honour to submit for your information a copy of a General Order of Court which I 
have just issued, dated 27th inst., in pursuance of the views which I had the honour of submitting to 
you in a communication of the 15th inst. relating to the admission of barristers and attorneys. 

Although I conceive that I am not at all legally bound by the Order in Council of the 4th April 
1856, which regulates the admission of barristers and attorneys in the Courts in Vancouver’s Island, I 
still feel bound by the spirit of that order, and bound also to depart as little as possible from the letter 
of it. 

But I find a state of things here which appears never to have been contemplated by the Order in 
Council, and amounting to a public inconvenience, viz., on the one hand only one person arrived here 
only a week ago qualified to practise, being a barrister of the Inner Temple, and no other person in 
either Colony entitled under the Order in Council to perform as counsel for any litigant any act, 
however important or unimportant; and I find on the other hand several unlicensed, unrecognized 
peace Honea who avoid all responsibility, and in some instances within my knowledge abuse the 
orms of justice, without the checks which the supervision of our benches as courts of honour, and 
our judges as courts of law, exert at home upon barristers and attorneys. 

I have, therefore, thought it necessary for public convenience to make a temporary provision to meet. 
these circumstances during the next six months. In that interval the home authorities can be 
consulted, and I shall of course be anxious to carry out their views. 

The Order in Council of 1856 makes no difference in favour of colonial counsel over foreigners, and 
therefore neither have I in these orders. Yet counsel entitled to practise in Upper Canada might 
perhaps expect some preference, since, previously to the proclamation of the Act at Langley on the 
19th ultimo, they alone were entitled to claim a monopoly in all litigation here; and it would seem: 
invidious to exclude Lower Canadians from any of the privileges of the upper province, and it might 
be well, with reference to ulterior views of policy, to make no distinction between them. 

On the other hand, it is to be observed that in the Courts of Canada no such intercolonial free trade 
in the privileges of counsel is permitted. 

No Australian and it is to be presumed no Columbian counsel would, as such, be entitled to practise 
in Canada. 

A Private Act of Parliament is necessary to enable any other individual than an English or Canadian 
educated counsel to practise there ; nor is such community of privilege usual among other colonies. 

And with respect to foreigners, it might on the principles of reciprocity be argued that, since 
British subjects can almost as of course obtain permission to practise in the United States of North 
America (I allude particularly to California), citizens of those United States ought to have equal 
facilities afforded to them here. 

I beg leave to refer to my former communication of the 15th inst., 

And to remain, &c. 

(Signed) Martruew B. Brecsie. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 41. 


Cory of a Letrer from the Honourable Marruew B. Becsiz, Judge of British Columbia, da 
Victoria, December 15, 1858, to Governor Doue.as. _ 


Sir, 
I wisn to place before your notice some observations upon the employment of counsel and 
attorneys in the Courts of British Columbia. 

The Order in Council of 1856, which precludes any person from practising in Vancouver’s Island 
unless entitled to practise in a Court in the United Kingdom, does not apply to British Columbia, 
where consequently any line of action may be adopted as circumstances may require. 

The existing state of circumstances certainly does not appear to have been contemplated by the 
Order in Council of 1856, viz., that there should up to the present time never have been found a single 
barrister or attorney qualified to plead in any Court of the United Kingdom. 

The result is that the labour and responsibility is in all cases thrown upon the judge or the 
registrar; Ist, to see that the plaintiff takes out the proper writ or commencement of proceedings, 
and thatit is correct in point of form; 2d, the judge is then called on by the defendant to point out 
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tne most eficacious mode of defence; and 3d, he has to sit in judgment upon the case so brought 
forward, embarrassed, perhaps, by the insertion of unnecessary matter or the omission of necessary 
details, with a mind preoccupied, and feelings probably engaged on one side or the other (at all events 
the suitors are sure to think so). I hope that I am not given to despondence, but I should in such a 
position despair of giving satisfaction to the suitors. The difficulties of arriving at a just decision are 
enhanced, but much more enhanced are the difficulties of persuading the unsuccessful suitor that the 
decision arrived at is just. He cannot help fancying that his arguments might have been more 
forcibly urged, his facts more skilfully arranged, and both more impartially attended to. 

To render a court of justice useful it is more important that the suitors should be satisfied than that 
substantial justice should be done. Substantial justice might be, and often is, done by a strong 
despotism; it might and would be, just as often as not, the result if the decision were to be chance. 
But neither a despotism nor the hazard of dice would be a satisfactory tribunal at the present day. 

The absence of counsel, which is merely inconvenient in civil cases, notwithstanding the utmost 
anxiety of the judge. 

In point of fact assistance is now given to suitors sub rosd by all sorts of persons, qualified or not, 
who derive just the same pecuniary advantages from their clients as if they had a recognized status, 
yet feel discontented at not being able to occupy a recognized position openly. ‘They avoid much of 
the responsibility which would attach to their conduct if they were enrolled officers of the Court, under 
the summary control of the judge. They are of less assistance to the Court than they would be if 
allowed to explain their views orally. And the most incompetent has an easy answer to excuse his 
failure, viz., that certain points escaped the notice of the judge, which (says the pleader) had I been 
allowed to address the Court I could easily have made clear. 

I do not see how to prevent this unlicensed practice, unless by calling licensed practitioners into 
existence. The others will then naturally expire; besides that there will be a supervision exercised 
over them by the recognized list. 

It does not appear to me that this question should be argued at all upon the ground of any privileges 
to be reserved to British subjects. ‘he whole matter has been a good deal ventilated of late years in 
England, and it is now very well understood that advocates have certain privileges secured to them, 
not by reason of any merit of birth or money payment, but for the public good, which is considered to 
be best secured by maintaining a certain highly educated class of men in the exclusive study of the 
law, to which they would not confine themselves except a certain status and certain privileges were 
reserved to them. But the argument all along assumes that some order of advocates known to and 
under the control of the Court is necessary for the public convenience. Now here, there being no 
English barristers or attorneys, it seems expedient to take the best that can be got, and to secure that 
they shall be contented, or at least have no reasonable ground of discontent, so that they may be 
inclined to good order, and under the control of the Court (which at present they are not), so as to 
induce them to act carefully. 

The strictness of the rule here requiring all practitioners to be British subjects is contrasted 
unfavourably by citizens of France and of the United States of North America with that in their own 
countries, where no person is refused permission to practise on the sole ground of his being an alien. 

And no British subject could complain of hardship here if the rule be relaxed, and on the other 
hand there is a great hardship at present upon all persons, whether British subjects or not, and whether 
in or out of the colony, who have litigation to attend to, for they must personally attend to every step, 
important or unimportant, there bemg no person whom the judge or the registrar can attend to or 
recognize as the attorney of any litigant. 

I have, therefore, to submit a Draft Order of Court as a temporary measure to regulate the 


enrolment of aliens as attorneys of the Court, which I have prepared and sent into your Excellency’s 
office. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) Marruew B. Brcsie. 





No. 42. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dove.as to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 68.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, January 8, 1859. 
Sir (Received February 28, 1859.) 


(Answered, No. 48, April 11, 1859, p. 82.) 
1. Inre.iicence arrived here last night from Mr. Justice Whannell, of Fort Yale, 
reporting that he had met with serious opposition in the discharge of his official duties, 
from a party of gamblers and refugees from justice, who have collected about Hill’s Bar 
and Fort Yale. 

The particulars of the outrage are detailed in Mr. Justice Whannell’s letter, written 
under great excitement, yet correctly portraying the men we have to deal with. 

2. ‘hey are reckless desperadoes, requiring the strong arm to curb them. Hitherto 
they have been very guarded in their conduct, and the present difficulty would not have 
occurred but for the attempt made to suppress gambling at Fort Yale, in consequence of 
the atrocious murder which Justice Whannell mentions in his letter as having been lately 
committed in one of those unhallowed resorts. 

8. Mr. Hicks, who is weak rather than corrupt, was removed from office some time 
ago; and Justice Perrier, who appears to have acted in the arrest of his brother magis- 
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trate either under the influence of fear or fraud, will also be struck off the list of 
officers. t 

4. No time will be lost in dealing with this case. Lieutenant-Governor Moody, who 
left this place some days ago on a visit to Fort Langley, will, as he states in a letter which 
I have this hour received from him, at once proceed with a force of 25 Engineers, under 
Captain Grant’s command, to Fort Yale, accompanied by Judge Begbie. 

This admirable promptitude on the part of Colonel Moody will be attended with the 
happiest effects, and I shall immediately despatch a force of 50 Marines and a body of 
Police, under Mr. Brew’s command, to reinfore Colone! Moody’s party. 

5. The case will be thoroughly investigated, and the decision of the Law Courts will be 
carried out to the letter. 

6. Justice Whannell was not properly supported by the Fort Yale Police, who fell 
away at the first appearance of danger, a fact showing that we cannot rely on a force 
raised from the mining population. J therefore would strongly urge that 150 instead of 
60 men, as recommended in my Despatch, No. 56, of the 27th of December, of the Irish 
Constabulary Force, fully armed and equipped, should be shipped without delay for 
British Columbia. 

Four numbers of the * Victoria Gazette ” are forwarded herewith for your information. 
I write in haste to save the mail. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

‘The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. Governor, 

&c. &c. &c. 





No. 43. 


Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 


(No. 76.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, January 15, 1859. 
(Received March 15, 1859.) 
Sir, (Answered No. 63, May 11, 1859, p. 87.) 


I sec you will allow me to solicit your earnest attention to a subject which is of 
the highest importance to the progress and prosperity of the Colonies of Vancouver’s 
Island and British Columbia. 

2. I allude to the necessity which exists for the early construction of lighthouses upon 
some of the salient points of the approaches to the harbours and anchorages of these 
Colonies. 

8. At the present moment, however, I will only mention two positions which are of 
the first importance, and which the experience of every succeeding day renders more 
and more evident should be properly lighted at the earliest possible period. 

4. ‘The first of these is the Race rocks, situated in the strait of Fuca, between two and 
three miles from the mainland of Vancouver’s Island, and about twelve miles from the 
harbour of Esquimalt. These rocks or rocky islets may be viewed as the turning point 
in the strait for ships bound to Vancouver’s Island or to the Gulf of Georgia. ‘They form 


' a most dangerous cluster, and the making them out is not only an object anxiously 


sought, but it is one of essential help in the determination of position. ‘They are mostly 
above water, and the largest of them would be found an admirable situation for placing 
a lighthouse. It has some considerable elevation above high-water mark, and the 
materials for building can be found in abundance close to the spot. The light at this 
position should be one of the first order. 

5. The next spot upon which I would urge the establishment of a lighthouse is the 
Fisgard rocks at the entrance of Esquimalt Harbour, a harbour whose growing importance 
can scarcely be over-estimated. It is capacious and secure. Her Majesty’s ships always 
resort to it; the Admiralty and military buildings are also there; and it is the harbour 
to which all vessels of large size must come, and consequently it must be the great depdét 
of the ocean traffic. ‘The entrance being narrow, the background composed of high 
hills exhibitisg no remarkable leading marks, and the coast line adjacent being rugged 
and full of indentations, the harbour of Esquimalt presents no characteristic features to 
guide the mariner to its tranquil security. During the day the entrance is difficult 
enough to find to those possessing no previous knowledge of the locality, but at night 
the difficulties of distinguishing it are so great that the attempt to enter the harbour is 
never made except by those whose long acquaintance with the coast has rendered them - 
intimately familiar with every peculiarity. The establishment of a light upon Fisgard 
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rocks would at once unmistakeably point out the position of the harbour, and would 
render access to it or exit from it safe and easy at all times, | 

6. The navigation of the strait of Fuca, and of the inland waters leading from it, is 
attended with no small amount of danger without the valuable assistance of lights. The 
Government of the United States have already acted very promptly and liberally in 
lighting their portion of the strait. They have placed a light of the first order upon 
Tatooch Island at the entrance of the strait, and vessels from seaward are now enabled to 
continue their course up the strait at all times. This light has a range of 20 miles, and 
if a light of the first order were placed on the Race rocks as I now submit, and a light of 
an inferior order upon the Fisgard rocks, a vessel running up I'uca Strait would scarcely 
lose sight of the Tatooch light before she would discern the Race light, after rounding 
which she would perceive the Fisgard light, and thus be enabled to proceed into 
Esquimalt Harbour without a check, and by such means valuable time would be saved 
and considerable risk avoided. 

7. The United States Government have also placed lights upon two other points in the 
strait of Fuca,—Dungeness, near the entrance to Puget Sound, and upon Smith’s Island, 
near to the southern termination of the Rosario Strait. The light at Tatooch Island is 
undoubtedly of equal advantage to the British possessions in this quarter of the globe 
as to those of the United States; the other lights are also useful, and I therefore conceive 
that we are in honour bound to reciprocate the benefit. 

8. Lam not aware of any funds that may be appropriated for these objects, nor do I 
know to what department of State I should properly apply for assistance ; the infant state 
of the two colonies precludes the possibility of their being able to help themselves, and 
the matter being one which it is manifest must. materially affect their future development, 
I trust you will pardon me in bringing it before you, and in earnestly soliciting your aid 
towards the accomplishment of the desired object. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 





&e, &e. &e. Governor. 
No. 44. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrroy, 
Bart. 
(No. 79.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, January 21, 1859. 
(Received March 15, 1859.) 
SIR, (Answered, No. 39, March 24, 1859, p. 82.) 


1. I wave lately received intelligence from Mr. Assistant-Commissioner Travaillot, 
dated, * Lytton,” 19th December 1858, by which it appears that the miners in that 
district had generally suspended work, in consequence of the coldness of the weather for 
the preceding twenty days. 

2. The rapid transitions in the temperature during that time were remarkable. On 
the 10th December the thermometer fell to zero, Fahrenheit ; a change occurred on the 
evening of the 13th, when the mercury rose to 48°, and up to the 19th it was ranging 
from 46° to 52°, and not over half an inch of snow had fallen at “ Lytton” or in the 
neighbouring district south of Frazer’s River previously to the 19th December. 

8. Frazer’s River was set fast with ice at several points, but not continuously, at and 
near ‘‘ Lytton,” and pack horses had crossed in safety with their loads from side to side 
upon the ice; but that appears to have been rather a consequence of the quantity of drift 
ice from the upper part of the river accumulating at those points, than from the degree 
of cold about “‘ Lytton,” the climate of which is pleasant and temperate, the weather 
being generally clear and dry in so remarkable degree, that from the 24th of August last 
there had not been, in all, more than 12 hours rain or snow up to the date of Mr. ‘Tra- 
yaillot’s letter (19th December). 

4. The few miners remaining in the upper country were well supplied with food by the 
Harrison’s River Road; and since my last report no difficulties whatever had occurred, 
either with the white or Indian population. 

5. Reports continue to arrive respecting the rich deposits of gold in and about Bridgen 
River; a lump of pure gold, weighing one and a half ounce, was lately found in the 
deposits of that stream, and the gold generally is coarse and lumpy, not requiring quick- 
silver for its separation from the soil. 

_ 6. It is believed that men are able to make there from five to six dollars a day with the 
cradle, and that they will clear much larger sums by means of sluices ; there will there- 


fore no doubt be a great rush of people to that part ofthe country in the spring, 
Il, H 
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Britisu 7. I have lately received a sample of gold found at “ Stonia,” a point on Frazer’s River, 

COLUMBIA. fy. miles beyond the Hudson’s Bay Company’s establishment of Alexandria, about 400 
miles distant from the seacoast; and it is further supposed, on very probable grounds, 
that the whole course of the river to its sources in the Rocky Mountains contains 
deposits of gold. This idea, applied to the tributaries of Frazer’s River as well as to the 
main stream, opens a dazzling prospect to the miner of the most extensive gold region 
in the world, and will soon fill the country with people when it is made accessible by 
a system of passable roads. 

8. I herewith do myself the honour of forwarding that specimen of gold, together with 
specimens procured from Bridge River, Thompson’s River, Harrison’s River, and other 
parts of the country which have been partially explored. 

I have, &c. 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

&e. &e. &c. Governor. | 


No. 46. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, 
Bart. 
(No. 80.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, January 22, 1859. 
(Received March 15, 1859.) 
SIR, (Answered, No. 36, March 22, 1859, p. 82.) 

1. Tue mail steamer having just arrived, and being about to leave again almost 
immediately for San Francisco, I hasten to communicate for your information that letters 
arrived last night from Lieutenant-Governor Moody, dated Fort Yale, 17th of January, 
reporting that the difficulties at Fort Yale, 17th, Hill’s Bar, were for the present quelled. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor has, nevertheless, ordered the detachment of Marines and 
Seamen from the “ Satellite ” and “ Plumper” which I informed you had been forwarded 
by the latter vessel to Fort Langley, to proceed onwards to Fort Hope, whither they have 
gone in the steamer “ Enterprise,” to the number of 100 Seamen and Marines, besides 
the company of Royal Engineers, which accompanied Colonel Moody.’ 

3. The force is, therefore, capable of overwhelming any factious opposition that may 
be offered to the enforcement of the laws, 

4. The state of feeling among the miners generally is of the best description, and their 
numbers are now so much reduced, that the danger of any insurrectionary movement on 
their part is not imminent. | 


No, 45. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &e. &c- Governor. 


Jan. 11,13,15, P.S.—I forward herewith numbers of the ‘‘ Victoria Gazette,” of the dates as per margin. * 
17, 20, 22. 





No. 46. No. 406. ; 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 90.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, February 4, 1859. 
(Received March 29, 1859.) 
Sir, ; (Answered, No. 63, May 11, 1859, p. 87.) 
* Page 87, Wird reference to my Despatch of the i5th ultimo, No. 76,* upon the subject of 


the erection of lighthouses upon two very important positions off the coast of Vancouver’s 
Island, I have now the honour to submit to you herewith a very complete and valuable 
report upon the subject, which has kindly been made to me, in accordance with my 
request, by Captain Richards, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Plumper,” together with tracings 
of the line of coast, exhibiting the exact positions upon which the lights should be placed. 

I have, &c. ‘ 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&e. &e. &e. Governor. 


Enclosure in Enclosure in No. 46. 


No. 46. Cory of a Letter from Captain Grorce Henry Ricnarps, dated H.M. Surveying Ship “ Plumper,” 
2 Langley, Fraser’s River, January 21, 1859, to Governor Dove.as. 
SIR, 


_, Juave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, requesting my 
ope as = the necessity nian exists for erecting lighthouses. on the Race Islands and on Fisgard 

ocks, at the entrance of Esquimalt Harbour, as also the exact spots on which these lightho 
should be placed. ’ be ghthouses 
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- In my report to you dated in October last, I had the honour to submit these twowspots as the most 
suitable for the purpose, and considering now the rapidly increasing commerce which is flowing into 
the ports of Vancouver’s Island and British Columbia, it appears to me extremely desirable for the 
safety of navigation that the work should be undertaken with as little delay as possible. 

The United States Government have placed an excellent light on Cape Flattery (er Classet), the 
eine pales point of Fuca Strait, which enables vessels to make and enter the strait at night without 

iiheulty. ; 

The Race Islands are a dangerous cluster of rocks, lying one mile off the S.E. end of Vancouver 
island, and are 50 miles eastward of Cape Flattery light; in their neighbourhood are strong tides, and 
frequently heavy dangerous races; all vessels bound to the southern ports of Vancouver’s Island or to 
British Columbia must round these rocks. 

In the Strait of Fuca the tides are very irregular, being much influenced by winds in the offing; if 
a vessel bound for Esquimalt or Victoria overrun her distance, after losing sight of Cape Flattery 
light, the flood tide, after passing Race Rocks, would set her far eastward of her port, and among the 
archipelago, which would involve risk and delay ; if the ebb should be running and a ship should not 
know the exact position of the rocks, she would be extremely likely to be driven on to them; after passing 
the rocks and bound to Esquimalt, the course changes immediately from east to north, the harbour 
being distant from them about 9 miles. It is obviously important, therefore, that a vessel should know 
the exact position of them, to enable her at the proper moment to steer for the harbour. 

Independent of the trading merchant ships there are even greater interests at stake; to the mail 
steamer time is of vital importance, to the emigrant ship coming from Australia and other parts of the 
world, probably unprovided with charts of this coast, and freighted perhaps with hundreds of human 
beings, an error in position would probably be attended with fatal consequences. . 

As regards the second site, viz., Fisgard Rocks, which form the western entrace of Esquimalt Harbour, 
a light here would be seen immediately on rounding the Race Rocks, and a vessel would steer with 
confidence for the harbour, the entrance to which, though clear, is narrow, and very difficult to make 
out at night, the points being obscured by the high land rising behind. . 

The best proof of the necessity of a harbour light here is the fact of many experienced masters of 
mail steamers and merchant vessels, to whom time is a great object, having been obliged to anchor 
outside in Royal Roads at night, although they had frequently entered the harbour by day, and it 
has happened that vessels which would otherwise have called at Esquimalt have passed to the United 
States ports because they could not enter after dark. 

With reference to the exact spots on which to place the lighthouses, I beg to enclose a tracing of 
the Race Islands, on which the spot is marked, and would observe that should it be desirable to 
construct the building of stone, there is abundance to be procured on the island, with little labour, that 
the site is an excellent one in all respects, and that communication could be kept up with the main 
land, distant one mile, probably five days out of seven, and more frequently during the summer season. 

The United States light on New Dungeness spit, 18 miles from Race Islands and on the opposite 
side of the Strait de Fuca, is fixed, white, and of the 3rd order of Fresnel, that on Smith or Blunt 

“Island, almost due east, and 29 miles from the Race Islands, is fixed, varied by flashes of 30 seconds’ 
duration, and of the 4th order. 

I would recommend that the light on the Race Rocks should be a fixed white light of the 2nd order, 
and that the lanthorn should be at least 80 feet above the sea level, the height of the rock being 25 
feet. 

On the tracing* of the entrance to Esquimalt harbour, Fisgard Rocks are shown, this should be a 
light of the 5th order, shaded, red and white, the are of the horizon, which should be shaded red, as a 
guide to clear the Scroge’s Rocks, is shown on the tracing. 

I also enclose a tracing* of the coast on a smaller scale from westward of the Race Rocks to Dis- 
ied Island, a glance at which will, I think, prove the necessity of the lights, and the eligibility of 
the sites. 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) Gro, Henry Ricuarps, 
Captain, 
) No. 47. 

Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 

(No. 92.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, February 4, 1859. 
Sir, (Received March 29, 1859.) 


1. I wave the honour of transmitting herewith for your information a report from 
the Lieutenant-Governor, dated the 28th of January 1859, recommending as a site for the 
seat of Government in British Columbia a position about 10 miles below the new town of 
Langley, on the north bank of Fraser’s River. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor has entered fully into the consideration of the military 
features of the position, which he considers to be of rare strength and value, and also that 
apart from those advantages, the actual spot itself is well adapted for a city of magnitude, 
in consequence of there being deep water close along an extended line of shore for the 
anchorage of sea-going vessels of any burden, an abundant supply of water for household 
purposes, and good drainage. in 
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Britisu 3. The views which the Lieutenant-Governor has so ably developed generally coincide 
COLUMBIA. with my own impressions on the subject, and I am satisfied of the soundness of his con- 
eae clusions; I have therefore authorized the immediate survey and subdivision of the site 
recommended in his report into building lots of the ordinary dimensions for sale, and the 

work will be commenced with all convenient dispatch. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &c. &e, Governor. 


Enclosure in Enclosure in No. 47. 


No 47. Gory of a Letter from his Honour Lieutenant-Governor Moopy, dated H.M.S. “ Plumper,” off 
Vancouver's Island, January 28, 1859. 
SIR, 

Arver a very careful study of the question, I have now the honour to submit to your 
consideration that the site which appears to be best adapted for the capital of British Columbia is 
about 10 miles below the new town of Langley, and on’ the north bank of the Frazer. 

I am under the impression it is the same or nearly the same site to which you did me the honour to 
direct my attention as the proper position for the port of entry. 

It is the first high ground on the north side after.entering the river, and is about 20 miles above the 
Sand Heads. 

There is abundance of room and convenience for every description of requisite in a seaport and the 
capital of a great country. ‘There are great facilities for communication by water, as well as by future 
great trunk railways into the interior. 

There is good land for garden ground, if one may judge by the forest and rich meadow lands 
surround it. It is raised above the periodical floods, and yet the low lands (which will be most coveted 
as commercial sites, docks, quays, &c.) are close adjoining and easily made available. 

From the advantageous circumstances of the locality, it is easily rendered unapproachable to an 
enemy. 

As a military position it is rare to find one so singularly strong by nature, in connexion with its 
adaptation as the capital of a country. 

Immediately in front is the broad navigable river; on the opposite bank is a line of rising ground 
covering the whole front. This rising ground falls towards the frontier, and all along that base is 
swampy land, easily inundated. 

Upon this rising ground could be placed a great intrenched camp, with a series of open earthen works 
Ae protecting the city at a distance, ensuring perfect safety from any injury whatever to the city 
itself. 

On the right flank of the position the city would be protected by two deep channels, in addition to 
the river itself, and also by widely-extended marshes, which, when dyked (as they will be by the 
farmers), could be easily inundated. 

The left flank is protected, at a distance of four miles, by the Fraser, and also by the deep broad 
river Pitt; but in addition to these two serious obstacles to an enemy is a commanding hill, having 
me Sig hee close in front; on this hill could be placed a strong work or works, entirely covering the 

eit flank. 

At the rear of the position, and distant five miles, is Burrard’s Inlet, any access to which would be 
rendered most hazardous, by placing a work on the island which extends across it. There is also on 
that side a range of high ground, from east to west, on which could be placed earthen works and 
intrenched camp, preventing any advance. 

The short military defences of the least costly description, and defended by militia forces, could be 
quickly formed (and from time to time increased to any extent), when a necessity arose for them, and 
which would render the site almost unassailable. Considering how near the embouchere of the : reat 
hes 3 of the Fraser is to the frontier, from ten to fifteen miles, these considerations are of inealeulable 
weight. 

+ It is also to be considered that precisely as the occupation of this part of the Fraser is occupied in 
force by us (as it would necessarily be, if a capital in a strong position be placed there), so could we the 
better hold possession of the whole country, and compel an enemy’s front to retire. 

‘This practically, in time of war, would be to cause the frontier to recede further south, and enable us 
with comparative ease to take the offensive. I would further submit that, in any war with our neigh- 
bours, our best, I may say our only chance of success in this country (owing to the geographical ‘ 
distribution of its component parts, and the physical formation of the whole,) would be an immediate | 
offensive advance. I am so strongly impressed with these views as to venture (but, believe me, with | 
the utmost deference) to press on your consideration that, should it be determined not to occupy this : 
site in the manner suggested, concentrating there, as early as possible, a condensation of political | 
military, and commercial interests, growing and increasing in force in all time to come, it would 
seriously peril, if not lose, to Great Britain the possession of the mainland. 

These views, I apprehend, coincide generally with your own, but it is possible they may not have 
struck you so forcibly as they may now that I have sketched out the military value of the site. 

In reference to the adaptation of the actual spot itself for a city of magnitude, I might add to what 
I have already stated in general terms, that there is deep water close along an extended line of shore: 
sea-going vessels of any burden can moor close to the bank, plenty of water for supply of household 
purposes, and good drainage. I would wish that the upper level had not been quite so high, as here- 
after it may cause some expense in improving the gradients of a few of the streets. e 

The main streets for business, however, and all that may be occupied for some time to come, will be 
satisfactory. 1 might also add that any leading railway communications from the interior would pass 
down on the north side of the river. Politically and commercially this would be necessary. 


- 
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This report would not be complete unless I added that the site of Langley is open to the gravest 
objections as to the site of a capital, or even a town of importance. It is sufficient-to say it is on the 
frontier side of the river, and no amount of expenditure and skill could effectually rectify the strong 
military objection to its position. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. C. Moopy, 
Colonel commanding and Lieut.-Governor. 





No. 48. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 93.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, February 5, 1859. 
' (Received March 29, 1859.) 
SIR, (Answered No. 61, May 5, 1859, page 86.) 


Witu reference to my Despatch, No. 92,* of the 4th instant, upon the subject of 
the site chosen for the seat of government of British Columbia, I have the honour to state 
to you that deeply appreciating the kind and gratifying interest which Her most Gracious 
Majesty has been pleased to manifest towards the development and prosperity of the 
Colony of British Columbia, we are earnestly desirous that Her Majesty should vouchsafe 
one further proof of Her continued regard by signifying Her will as to the name to be 
given to the future capital. 

2. Her own royal name having already been bestowed upon the seat of government 
of Vancouver's Island cannot also be assigned to that of British Columbia, but until Her 
Majesty’s commands can be communicated, it has been determined, for the necessary 
sake of convenience, to distinguish the town by the name of ‘ Queensborough ;” and _ it 
would be received and esteemed as an especial mark of royal favour were Her Majesty 
to name the capital of British Columbia, either, indirectly, after Her royal self, or, 
directly, after His Royal Highness the Prince Consort, His Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales, or some member of the Royal T’amily, so that the colonists of British Columbia, 
separated from friends and kindred in this their far distant home, may be ever gratefully 


reminded in the designation of their capital of the power that protects their hearths, of 


the watchful interest that guards their liberties, and of the gentle sway by which they are 
governed. 
I have, &c. 
The Right. Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. — (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, ° 





&c. &c. &c. Governor, 
No. 49. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 95.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, February 7, 1859. 
f (Received March 29, 1859.) 
SIR, (Answered, No. 50, April 12, 1859, p. 85.) 


THERE remains nothing of much importance to communicate by. the present 
mail respecting the state of British Columbia, as I have already mentioned to you the 
return of the Lieutenant-Governor to this place, and the result of the expedition to 
Fort Yale. 

2. I have not yet received a return of the expenditure incurred for the conveyance of 
the troops and the transport of the stores for the use of the expeditionary force empioyed 
on that occasion; but l understand that the outlay has been considerable, caused in a 
great measure by the high rates paid to the river steam-boats for passengers and transport, 
a species of imposition to which the Government will inevitably be exposed on all 
occasions whenever troops or stores are moved, as may be often necessary, from place to 
place in the Colony, until such service can be performed without the intervention of 
steam-boat owners. 

3. To limit and fix by enactment the rates chargeable on stores and passages for public 
account on [raser’s River would be an impolitic and perhaps oppressive interference 
with private rights. I have therefore to propose another measure, which will be equally 
effective in protecting the public interests, while it will probably also be less repug- 
nant to public feeling, and more compatible with the true dignity of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

H 3 
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4, That measure would be either to purchase or build in this countrya: strong 
powerful river steamer for the public service of British Columbia. 

5. The first cost of a boat adapted in all respects for that service would not exceed the 
sum of 10,000/. sterling. Her current expenses for maintenance would be inconsiderable, 
as beyond a very small regular crew, to keep her in perfect order, she might be manned 
on.occasions of emergency from any of Her Majesty’s ships in port. 

6. A boat of that class, well manned and armed with two serviceable guns, would 
perform all the public transport, protect the revenue, and command every mining bar in 
Frazer’s River below Fort Yale, and to Port Douglas on the Harrison’s River. She 
would thus become an invaluable instrument, if necessary, for reducing the refractory to 
obedience, and restoring the authority of the law. Bie 

7. The importance of having means at our disposal for the rapid conveyance of troops 
on Frazer’s River has been long apparent, and I was restrained from providing such 
means only by the fear of being plunged into financial difficulties. 

8. I am of opinion that our attention shonld be immediately directed to that object, 
and providing the measure meets with the approval of my Executive Council, we shall 
probably undertake without delay the construction of a vessel for the navigation of 
Frazer’s River such as I have described, trusting to defray the cost of her construction 
out of the revenues of British Columbia, and should they prove insufficient to meet that 
and other public expenditures, that Her Majesty’s Government will in such case protect 
any bills we may be compelled to draw on the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, in 
order to cover any temporary deficit so caused. . 

9. Before closing this subject, I beg further to observe that the river steam-boat herein 
referred to is not intended to supersede the demand made in my Despatch, No. 37,* of 
the 27th November last for two gun-boats.of light draught, which are intended more 
especially for coast service, and are probably from their build and small steam power not 
adapted for river work. | 

10. Advices have been received from Fort Yale up to the 26th of January. 

11. Mr. Commissioner Brew reports that he had succeeded in collecting the miners’ 
licence tax on Hill’s Bar, amounting to 2924 dollars, and that 150 dollars for a licensed 
house was to be paid a few days atterwards, and the collection of the miners’ licence 
was to be further continued on the other mining bars. 

12. Mr. Brew suggests a reduction of the mining tax to a quarterly payment of 25s. 
by every miner, instead of the present monthly tax of 21s. on each claim holder, and 
other modifications of the mining regulations, which will have due consideration. 

13. It also appears that the trading licences at Fort Yale, with two exceptions, had all 
been paid for the previous month. 

14, Mr. Brew also reports that the migration of miners to the interior country beyond 
Fort Yale had commenced on an extensive scale, several crowded boats from below having 
passed on the 25th, and on the previous day a great number of men had started from Fort 
Yale by land and in boats for the Fountain, for Bridge River, and for the Canoe country. 
Mr. Brew is of opinion that 5,000 miners will soon be collected in those districts and, 
recommends the appointment of an assistant gold commissioner to be stationed at the 
Fountain. 

15. Mr. Brew’s report contains nothing further of importance. 

16. The numbers of the “ Victoria Gazette,” as per margin, are forwarded for your 
information. 





I have, &c. 
The Rt. Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &c. &c. Governor. 
No. 50, 
Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Dove as to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 96.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, Feb. 9, 1859. 
f (Received March 29, 1859.) 
SIR, (Answered, No. 51, April 12, 1859, page 85.) 


I sEG to submit to you herewith the copy of a paper I have received from the 

Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works in British Columbia, containing some notes 

made by him upon various subjects connected with his department, and the employment 
of the detachment of Royal Engineers to carry out the duties of that department. 

2. I forward this document to you as I deem it may be of interest, and it will serve 

to convey to you the exact position in which we are placed with regard to the surveying 
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and other important operations which it is so desirable should be prosecuted with the 
utmost vigour to expedite the development of the country, so that the advantages which 
must result therefrom may be reaped at the earliest period practicable. 

8. I would desire to request your attention to the following points, which are brought 
to my notice by Colonel Moody. 

4. He states that the surveying party of his detachment, drawn from the Ordnance 
Survey Department in England, and specially spared for the service, though few in 
number, would, with the addition of a first-rate draughtsman, be very complete, and 
would be valuable for laying out towns, and in surveying lines of communication through- 
out the country, determining trigonometrical points for the general survey, and more 
particularly for checking the accuracy of civil surveyors whom it will be necessary to 
employ to lay out the rural allotments, for the survey party are too few in number to 
execute this last description of work, and indeed their peculiar training for more scientific 
and careful work would be thrown away were they employed on such duty. The 
remainder of the detachment are principally artificers, and will be found a most. useful 
body of men in executing the public works of the Colony, although from the necessarily 
numerous pressing requirements of a new Colony in this particular, this body is too small 
to meet all demands, and much must consequently be done by contract in civil labour. 

5. Colonel Moody represents the necessity which exists for the services of a clerk of 
the works, and submits that Sir John Burgoyne should be solicited to select and to send 
out such a person. I beg to add my own approval of this proposition, and I trust you 
may see fit to adopt it. ) 

6. Colonel Moody also requests that he may be furnished with the services of a 
gentleman to act as an accountant and to take charge of the correspondence of the 
department. ‘To prevent confusion, and to check and regulate expenditure by a lucid 
and well kept up system of accounts, are matters of the highest importance to the depart- 
ment in particular and to the Colony in general. I have, therefore, acceded to Colonel 
Moody’s request, and have nominated Mr. John Miles for the office in question. Mr. 
Miles is the gentleman referred to in your Despatch of the 25th October 1858, No. 33, 
upon the subject of the grant of a certain gold quartz vein in British Columbia ; he ‘is 
well fitted by previous training for an appointment of the nature described, and he is 
on the spot desirous of obtaining Government employment. 

-[ have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, ; 
&c. &e. &e. Governor. 





Enclosure in No. 50. 
Nores on the Departments of Lanps and Works, by Colonel Moopy, Lieutenant-Governor. 


January 31, 1859. 

Tur detachment of royal engineers sent to British Columbia by the War Department, at the 
request of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, is composed of officers and men of different qualifi- 
cations and experiences, capable of undertaking the varied services needed in the formation of a colony. 
Among them are a few men forming a survey party; some adapted for field work; some for the office, 
as draughtsmen in a rough way, plotters, and computers; others as observers, and for registering 
meteorological observations. If I had a first-rate draughtsman it would be a complete little party. 
This small party will be chiefly valuable in laying out all the towns, surveying lines of communication 
throughout the country, determining trigonometrical points for the general survey, and more 
particularly for checking the accuracy of civil suveyors, working by contract, in laying out the rural 
allotments. 

The survey party of royal engineers are too few in number to execute the surveys for the allot- 
ments of lands (except towns), and their peculiar training for more scientific and careful work, under 
the guidance of officers, would be thrown away. | 

These men were drawn from the Ordnance Survey Department in England, and no more could be 
spared; the remainder of the detachment know nothing of surveying, and are composed of various 
useful trades, carpenters, masons, bricklayers, smiths, &c. The proportions of these trade qualifi- 
- cations in the party were carefully made in England, so that the whole would form a useful body in 
executing public works in the Colony, from buildings of any class (wood, stone, brick, or iron, large 
or small, rough or temporary, or architectural and finished) to quays, jetties, roads, bridges, culverts, 
wells, channels for water supplies, &c. &c. I believe that as artificers they will be found not only 
excellent workmen, turning out nothing slovenly or that cannot be depended upon, but considerably 
the most economical, especially at the rates of labour in the Colony. ‘This latter point will always be 
a grave consideration. 

The wants of the Colony in public works are, however, so numerous, and all pressing, that the 
detachment is too few in number to meet the requirements. A very great deal will necessarily have to 
be done by contract in civil labour; the services to be executed in the one and in the other mode will 
haye to depend upon circumstances as they arise; for instance, in localities offering high premiums to 
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desertion, as would be the case in mining districts, or great laxity of discipline, it would be objection- 
able to employ the soldiers, and wherever employed, it should be as far as practicable in bodies under 
the immediate control of an officer. 

In addition to the above, it will be necessary to employ a clerk of works and possibly two foremen. 
The clerk to be a person of intelligence and of tried integrity, such as could be and would be selected 
for us by the Inspector-General of Fortifications from among the clerks of works in England, as he 
did for the Australian Colonies at Melbourne. Such a man would be especially valaliba in super- 
intending contract work in the mining districts and in advising me on the qualities of materials. He 
would always be a useful man in the Colony hereafter, if its prosperity offered a sufficient inducement 
to him to remain when the royal engineers were withdrawn. 

Of the officers of the detachment, the senior one, Captain Grant, was particularly selected, among 
other excellent points, for his qualifications in superintending works of construction. ‘The second, 
Captain Parsons, was selected for his high qualifications in surveying, from the most scientific 
branches (astronomical observations and geodesic operations) to the ordinary works in detail. The 
third, Captain Luard, to take charge more particularly of the military details (to which could be 
attached militia hereafter), in fact, somewhat as a brigade major under my general orders. Of the 
two subalterns, Lieutenants Lempriere and Palmer, one will be attached to Captain Grant and the - 
other to Captain Parsons. 

To complete the department, there should be attached to it a gentleman well qualified in accounts 
and framing letters from minutes; for this duty I hope it may be still in your power to nominate 
Mr. Miles. , 

The above are general principles, into the details of which I propose entering on a subsequent 

aper. 
he (Signed) R. C. Moony. 





No. 51. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 104.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, February 19, 1859. 


(Received April 11, 1859.) 
ood. (Answered, No. 62, May 7, 1859, p. 86.) 
I nave the honour of forwarding herewith for your information copy of a Pro- 
clamation, issued on the 14th day of this present month, declaring the price and manner 
under which land in British Columbia are to be offered for sale. 

2. The Proclamation sets forth the constitutional rights of the Crown to all the lands 
in British Columbia, and to the mines and minerals therein. . 

3. Lands are to be offered for sale in the following classes, viz., town lands, general 
country lands, and lands for special settlement. All known mineral lands, and lands 
reputed to contain minerals, will for the present be reserved. 

4, It is also our intention to make large reserves for roads, the erection of places of 
worship, schools, and public purposes, and also for towns and villages, in such a manner, 
however, as not seriously to interfere with or retard the progressive improvement and 
settlement of the country. 

5. As a general rule no land is to be offered for sale without having been first surveyed 
and mapped off under Government authority. 

6. Town lands are. to be sold by public auction at an upset price to be hereafter fixed, 
according to the value of the site. 

7. Country lands are also to be sold by public auction, at the upset price of ten shillings 
an acre; the purchase money to be paid one-half at the time of sale, and the remainder 
at the end of two years. 

8. We considered it advisable for many reasons to fix the upset sale price of country 
Jands in British Columbia at a comparatively low standard. In the first place, we think 
it a matter of the greatest importance to encourage emigration from England, in order to 
supply the want now so much felt of an English element in the population, a want which, 
in fact, lies at the root of all the difficulties which now so much embarrass all attempts ~ 
at legislation for the country. We are, therefore, especially desirous of placing before 
the English public the attraction of cheap land; at the same time we feel assured that _ 
the interests of Government will not suffer through that cause, as from the manner of 

| 
| 


Sir, 


sale and the effect of competition the land, if worth more, will fetch its value. 

9. We also feared that by adopting a higher price for land, the sturdy yeomen expected 
this year from Canada, Australia, and other British Colonies might be driven in hundreds 
across the frontier to seek for homes in the United States territories, where it is the 
custom to make free grants of land. 

10, Coupled with the attractions of a low upset price to actual settlers, we think the 
system will guard the land operations of the Colony, as much as in the nature of things 
is practicable, from the designs of speculators who make purchases of land not for actual — 
settlement but merely for profitable resale. 
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11. The land for special settlement is that bordering the frontier of the United States, 
and on this we propose to make a military reserve on behalf of the royal engineers, and 
if possible also otherwise to settle it with a population composed exclusively of English 
subjects. 


12, The Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works is, in Article 5, empowered to sell 
by private contract at the upset price any land remaining unsold, after having been 
exposed at auction to public competition. 


13. The Proclamation further declares the intention of Government to lay out and 
settle the site of the capital or seaport town of British Columbia, and the conditions of 
sale for town land there, and also that all persons who have paid for’ town lots at 
Langley will be allowed, upon the surrender of such lots, to have their money transferred, 
~ either as a whole or part payment for lots in the new town, the object being to meet 
the wishes of the people, and to concentrate the commercial interests of the Colony in 
the capital. 

I have, &c. 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

&e. Sun &e. Governor. 
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By his Excellency James Dover.as, Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief of British Columbia. 


Wuereas it is expedient to publish for general information the method to be pursued with respect to 
the alienation and possession of agricultural lands and of lands proposed for the sites of towns in British 
Columbia, and with reference also to the places for levying shipping and customs duties, and for 
establishing a capital and port of entry in the said Colony: 

Now, therefore, I, James Douglas, Governor of the said Colony, do proclaim and declare as follows, 
Viz. :— 

1. All the lands in British Columbia, and all the mines and minerals therein belong to the Crown 
in fee. 

2. The price of lands not being intended for the sites of towns, and not being reputed to be mineral 
lands, shall be ten shillings per acre, payable one-half in cash at the time of the sale, and the other half 
at the end of two years from such sale. Provided that under special circumstances some other price 
Be some other terms of payment may from time to time be specially announced for particular 

ocalities. 

3. It shall also be competent to the Executive at any time to reserve such portions of the unoccupied 
Crown lands, and for such purposes, as the Executive shall deem advisable. 

4, Except as aforesaid, all the land in British Columbia will be exposed in lots for sale, by public 
competition, at the upset price above mentioned, as soon as the same shall have been surveyed and 
made ready for sale. Due notice will be given of all such sales. Notice at the same time will be given 
of the upset price and terms of payment when they vary from those above stated, and also of the rights 
reserved (if any) for public convenience. 

5. All lands which shall remain unsold at any such auction may be sold by private contract at the 
upset price, and on the terms arfd conditions herein mentioned, on application to the Chief Commissioner 
of Lands and Works. 

6. Unless otherwise specially notified at the time of sale, all such sales of Crown land shall be subject 
to such public rights of way as may at any time after such sale, and to such private rights of way, and 
of leading or using water for animals, and for mining and engineering purposes, as may at the time of 
such sale be specified by the Chief Commissioners of Lands and Works. 

7. Unless otherwise specially announced at the time of sale, the conveyance of the land shall include 
all trees and all mines and minerals within and under the same, except mines of gold and silver. 

8. When any “ Ditch Privilege” shall be granted, there shall be included (unless excluded by express 
words) the right to lop, dress, or fell any trees standing on unoccupied Crown lands, which in the opinion 
of the proprietors of the ditch might, by their accidental fall or otherwise, endanger the safety of the 
ditch or any part thereof. 


Gotp CLAims. 


9. Until further notice, gold claims and mines shall continue to be worked subject to the existing 
regulations. 


Carirat oF Bririsu Cotumeta. 


10. It is intended with all dispatch to lay out and settle the site of a city, to be the capital of 
British Columbia, on the right or north bank of Fraser River. 

11. Plans of the city are intended to be prepared and published in the month of March next, 
three-fourths of the whole number of lots (excluding the public reserves) will be submitted in lots 
to public competition, by auction, in the month of April. One-fourth of the whole number of lots, 
excluding the public reserves, will be reserved in blocks for purchasers in the United Kingdom, Her 
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Majesty’s Colonies in North America and elsewhere—all of such last-mentioned lots which may not 


Cotvmeia. be disposed of in the United Kingdom, or Her Majesty’s Colonies, other than British Columbia, will 
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be submitted to public competition in this Colony, of which due notice will be given. 

12. As the Government is desirous of concentrating the commercial interests of the Colony in and 
around the capital, the purchasers of town lots in the said proposed capital who may be owners of 
town lots in Letelia: under the late sale on the 25th November last, on which the whole amount of 

urchase money has been paid to the Government, will, if so disposed, be allowed to surrender the 

ots in Langley so purchased, and to have the price so paid to the Government allowed them as 
payment in full for a lot or lots purchased by them in the said proposed capital of an equal or less 
price in the aggregate, and as payment in part for lots in the said proposed capital of a greater price 
in the aggregate. Every such surrender must be executed and delivered in writing, addressed to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works in British Columbia, at Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, one week — 
at least previous to the day appointed for the intended sale. | 

13. ‘The proposed capital will be declared to be a port of entry so soon as the necessary arrange- 
ments shall have been provided, which will be done with all convenient dispatch. Custom-house 
officers will then be stationed there, and vessels will be able to proceed direct to Fraser River without 
touching at Victoria, or may clear at Victoria, at their option. 

14. ‘he whole of the river frontage will be laid out in a continuous road, the edge of which it is 
contemplated ultimately to convert into a public quay. No quay will, however, be at present con- 
structed at the public expense, nor will the absolute property of the soil along the edge of the 
water be now alienated by the Crown. But the right to make and maintain quays. of convenient 
sizes, and to demand certain tolls and rates for the use thereof, will be granted to private individuals 
for the space of seven years; such rights will be disposed of at public auction, at or immediately after 
the sale of town lots, to the bidder of the highest annual rent. No restrictions will be placed on the 
lessee as to the form or nature of the quays, except such as shall be necessary to protect the public 
safety and convenience. . 

Issued under the Public Seal of the Colony of British Columbia, at Victoria, Vancouver's © 
Island, this Fourteenth day of February One thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine, 
in the T'wenty-second year of Her Majesty’s reign, by me, 

James Dovetas. (1.s.) 

By his Excellency’s command, 

Wittiam A. G. Younc, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Gop SAVE THE QUEEN. 
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Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron 
Bart. i 
(No. 111.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, March 10, 1859. 


(Received May 2, 1859.) 


My report, No. 95,” of the 7th ultimo on the state of British Columbia contains 
advices from Fort Yale to the end of January; the intelligence since that date is satis- 
factory in all respects, except the weather, which has been severely cold and trying to the 
miner, whose operations have been in consequence nearly altogether suspended for the last 
two months. | 

Mr. Commissioner Brew has, owing to the same cause, also been unable to collect the 
mining licence fees for that time, a circumstance which, for obvious reasons, I much 
regret. ; 

2. It appears from late reports that the miners on ‘ Hill’s” and “ Emery’s” Bars have 
abandoned the beach workings, and transferred their labours to the banks or elevated 
table land reaching from the river to the mountains. Those banks are of great extent, 
varying from a few hundred yards to two miles in breadth; and should they prove, as 
expected, more remunerative than the river beds, they will offer a wide field for mining 
enterprize. . 

8. Water for washing the auriferous soil is at present the chief want; it must be 
brought from the mountains by means of artificial canals, and in consequence of the 
encouragement given on the part of Government, many persons are now engaged at their 
own private expense in the construction of such works. . 

4. Those enterprizes will materially aid in the development of the gold fields and other 
industrial resources of British Columbia. ‘The miners, to their praise be it said, are full 
of ardour, grasping eagerly at every opening for the profitable employment of their labour 
or capital, and require no urging beyond the protection and regulating care of 
Government. 

5. ‘Those elevated table lands were, until lately, covered with deep snow, and therefore 
inaccessible to mining operations, but will soon, | trust, become the cheerful scene of 
successful and wide-spread industry. 


Sir, 
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6. I may here state as a valuable fact, corroborating what has been before stated in my 
Despatches concerning the general productiveness of the gold fields in British Columbia, 
that a company of eight men holding a gold claim on Hill’s Bar, worked by a sluice, took out 
the enormous return of 110 ounces of gold in one week; and this, I am informed, is not 
an.isolated case of successful mining, many other claims having proved equally productive ; 
but I particularize this instance in consequence of there being no doubt as to the fact. 

7. I will add to the preceding another corroborative fact in support of the same 
conclusion, supplied by the following statement received yesterday from Mr. Latham, 
their agent, of the quantity of gold dust shipped to San Francisco and received on special 
deposit by the house of Wells, Fargo, and Co. of this place, from June last to the present 
time :-— 
Shipped to San Francisco - 525,000 dollars value of, in gold dust. 
Received on special deposit - 97,000 ,, | 3 m 


Dollars - 622,000 





which, valued at the current price of gold, 154 dollars an ounce, gives 40,029 ounces 
nearly as the quantity of gold dust that has passed through their hands for the period 
mentioned. ‘This statement, compared with the quantities given in my Despatch No. 40*, of 
the 30th November last, as the export of Messrs. Wells, Fargo, and Co. up to that date, 
shows an export of gold by that house since that statement was prepared, to the extent of 
23,436 ounces of gold. | 

8. The most favourable reports continue to arrive from’ Bridge River and from the 
bank diggings of Fraser's River, between Lytton and the Fountain. Many private 
companies are engaged in bringing in water from the mountains for sluicing the elevated 
table land in that district, and though the mining season has not, properly speaking, yet 
commenced, the miners appear to have unbounded confidence in the resources of the 
country, and are gradually moving towards the upper district. ‘The weather being 
now fine, and the country accessible, the tide of immigration will soon be setting towards 
Fraser’s River. 

9. The report of a Mr. Lindhart, a person residing at Fort Douglas, speaks favourably 
of the banks of Harrison’s River, situated between the lake of that name and Lailooet Lake, 
as a productive gold field. 

10. He states that a company of French miners are sluice-washing when the weather 
permits on the Harrison River, ten miles beyond Port Douglas, and are making from 
28s. to 40s. a day to the man. 

One mile further up and on the opposite side of the river, three miners, hand-washing 
with cradles, are making from 10s. to 20s. a day. . 

11. The same Mr. Lindhart also states, as a generally received opinion of the miners 
about Port Douglas, that there is an extensive gold field on the 35-mile table land which 
‘separates the Lailooet from —Anderson’s Lake, and in proof thereof he has forwarded 
‘several specimens of the gold procured at those places respectively. 

12. Mr. Commissioner Brew further reports, that the country is in a state of perfect 
tranquillity, that gold is being brought down Fraser's River in ‘large quantities,” and that 
the gold brought down is *‘ coarse grain and scale gold,” which may be collected at any 
temperature. 

13. It also appears from Mr. Brew’s communication, that it is difficult in very cold 
weather to collect the fine or dust gold by amalgamation, as the quicksilver will not take 
up the gold when below a certain temperature. ! 

14. Mr. Brew further confirms the general belief in the rich auriferous deposits of 
British Columbia and of the river bars above “ Lytton,” which, he remarks, are said to be 
“rich beyond anything that was ever known.” 

15. It does not, however, appear from Mr. Brew’s report, that he has made any 
further collection of revenue, a subject on which I therefore cannot give you. the 
information I would desire. , 

_ 16. I may nevertheless remark, that we have hitherto. paid all the expenses of Govern- 
ment out of colonial funds, and we shall endeavour by the careful and frugal application 
of the Public Revenue to indispensable objects only, tp tax the Imperial ‘Treasury to as 
small an extent as in the circumstances of the Colony may be possible. 
I have, &c. 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

&c. &e. &ec. Governor. 
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No. 53. ) 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 114.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, March 14, 1859. 
Sir, (Received May 10, 1859.) 


I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 62,* of the 
30th December last, containing many valuable observations on the policy to be observed 
towards the Indian tribes of British Columbia, and moreover your instructions, directing 
me to inform you if I think it would be feasible to settle those tribes permanently in 
villages ; suggesting in reference to that measure, that with such settlement, civilization 
would at once begin; that law and religion would become naturally introduced among 
them, and contribute to their security against the aggressions of immigrants ; that through 
indirect taxation, on the additional articles they would purchase, they would contribute to 
the Colonial Revenue, and with their own cons2nt. some light and simple form of taxation 
might be imposed, the proceeds of which would be expended strictly and solely on their 
own wants and improvement. 

2. I have much pleasure in adding, with unhesitating confidence, that I conceive the 
proposed plan to be at once feasible, and also the only plan which promises to result in 
the moral elevation of the native Indian races, in rescuing them from degradation, and 
protecting them from oppression and rapid decay. 

It will, at the same time, have the effect of saving the Colony from the numberless 
evils which naturally follow in the train of every course of national injustice, and from 
having the native Indian tribes arrayed in vindictive warfare against the white 
settlements. 

8. As friends and allies the native races are capable of rendering the most valuable 
assistance to the Colony, while their enmity would entail on the settlers a greater amount 
of wretchedness and physical suffering, and more seriously retard the growth and material 
development of the Colony, than any other calamity to which, in the ordinary course of 
events, it would be exposed. 

4. In my Despatch, No. 4, of the 9th of February last, on the affairs of Vancouver’s 
Island, transmitting my correspondence with the House of Assembly up to that date, 
there isa message made to the House on the Sth of February 1859, respecting the course 
I proposed to adopt in the disposal and management of the land reserved for the benefit 
of the Indian population at this. place, the plan proposed being briefly thus :—that the 
Indians should be established on that reserve, and the remaining unoccupied land should 
be let out on leases at an annual rent to the highest bidder, and that the whole proceeds 
arising from such leases should be applied to the exclusive benefit of the Indians. 


5. The advantages of that arrangement are obvious. An amount of capital would 
thereby be created, equal perhaps to the sum required for effecting the settlement of the 
Indians; and any surplus funds remaining over that outlay, it is proposed to devote to 
the formation and support of schools, and of a clergyman to superintend their moral 
and religious training. | 

6. I feel much confidence in the operation of this simple and practical scheme, and 
provided we succeed in devising means of rendering the Indian as comfortable and 
independent in regard to physical wants in his improved condition, as he was when a 
wandering denizen of the forest, there can be little doubt of the ultimate success of the 
experiment. 


7. The support of the Indians will thus, wherever land is valuable, be a matter of easy 
accomplishment, and in districts where the white population is small, and the land 
unproductive, the Indians may be left almost wholly to their own resources, and, as a joint 
means of earning their livelihood, to pursue unmolested their favorite calling of fishermen 
and hunters. 

8. Anticipatory reserves of land for the benefit and support of the Indian races will 
be made for that purpose in all the districts of British Columbia inhabited by native 
tribes. Those reserves should in all cases include their cultivated fields and village sites, 
for which from habit and association they invariably conceive a strong attachment, and 
prize more, for that reason, than*for the extent or value of the land. 


9. In forming settlements of natives, I should propose, both from a princple of justice 
to the State and out of regard to the well-being of the Indians themselves, to make such 
settlements entirely self-supporting, trusting for the means of doing so, to the voluntary 
contributions in labour or money of the natives themselves ; and secondly, to the proceeds 
of the sale or lease of a part of the land reserved, which might be so disposed of, and 


applied towards the liquidation of the preliminary expenses of the settlement. 





PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 69 


10. The plan followed by the Government of the United States, in making Indian 
settlements, appears in many respects objectionable; they are supported at an enormous 
expense by Congress, which for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1856, granted the sum of 
358,000 dollars for the support and maintenance of the Indians of California alone, and 
for the four years ending with the 30th June 1858, the total expenditure for that object 
came to the large sum of 1,104,000 dollars, and notwithstanding the heavy outlay, the 
Indians in those settlements are rapidly degenerating ; neither would I recommend the 
system pursued by the founders of the Spanish missions in California. 

Their objects, though to a certain extent mercenary, were mainly of a benevolent 
kind; the Indians were educated and trained in the Roman Catholic faith; they were 
well fed and clothed, and they were taught to labour; but being kept in a state of 
pupilage, and not allowed to acquire property of their own, nor taught to think and act 
for themselves, the feeling and pride of independence were effectually destroyed ; and not 
having been trained to habits of self-government and self-reliance, they were found, when 
freed from control, altogether incapable of contributing to their own support, and really 
were more helpless and degraded than the untutored savages. 


11. With such beacons to guide our steps, and profiting by the lessons of experience 
so acquired, we may perhaps succeed in escaping the manifest evils of both systems ; 
the great expense and the debasing influences of the American system, by making the 
Indians independent and the settlements self-supporting ; and to avoid the rock on which 
were wrecked the hopes of the Spanish missions, I think it would be advisable studiously 
to cultivate the pride of independence, so ennobling in its effects, and which the savage 
largely possesses from nature and early training. 


12. I would, for example, propose that every family should have a distinct portion of 
the reserved land assigned for their use, and to be cultivated by their own labour, giving 
them however, for the present, no power to sell or otherwise alienate the land; that they 
should be taught to regard that land as their inheritance; that the desire should be 
encouraged and fostered in their minds of adding to their possessions, and devoting their 
earnings to the purchase of property apart from the reserve, which would be left entirely 
at their own disposal and control; that they should in all respects be treated as rational 
beings, capable of acting and thinking for themselves; and lastly, that they should be 
placed under proper moral and religious training, and left, under the protection of the 
Jaws, to provide for their own maintenance and suppott. 


13. Having touched thus briefly on the prominent features of the system, respecting 
which you requested my opinion, and trusting that my remarks may convey to you the 
information you desired, and may not be deemed irrelevant. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir KE. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 





&c, &c. &c Governor, 
No. 54. 
Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Doveras to the Right Hon. Sir FE. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. 
(No. 116.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, March 18, 1859. 
Sir, (Received May 10, 1859.) 


I nave had the honour of receiving your Despatch No. 60,* of the 30th December 
last, acknowledging receipt of certain of my Despatches, and favouring me with a few 
observations thereon. 

2. ‘The highly gratifying manner in which you are pleased to express to me your own 
approval of my course of action, and in which you assure me of the sense entertained by 
Her Majesty’s Government of my humble endeavours faithfully to discharge the trust 
reposed in me, is most acceptable and pleasing. 

8. My subsequent Despatches will have put you in possession of the information which 
you express your anxiety to receive upon the subject of the resources of the Colony, and 
the probable Revenue to be derived during the present year. 

4. I feel much indebted to you for your remarks in regard to the duty imposed upon 
imported articles, and in respect to the amount of the duty itself. In all financial matters 
I have borne the axiom in mind, that a true policy of all nations is to be found in 
unrestricted industry, and that a system of high duties will lead to fraudulent invoices, to 
smuggling, and to other attempts to defraud the Revenue. I conceived that those evils 
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would be inseparable from an extravagant rate of duty, and that smuggling especially 
would be created if the duties exceeded the risk and expense of illicit intercourse; but 
in adopting a duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem, I believed I was not departing from these 
principles, for I did not consider that such an amount would bear too heavily upon 
industry, nor that it would furnish sufficient inducements for smuggling, except, perhaps, 
in the single article of spirits, which might be surreptitiously introduced by the overland 
route from the American frontier. However, under the Proclamation of the°3rd of 
December last (copy transmitted in my Despatch of the 4th December, No. 42+), there is 
a considerable modification of the duties upon imports, many articles being free and others 
at a low specific rate, so that the general ad valorem duty is dispensed with, and Iam led 
to believe, that upon the average a very large reduction is made upon the 10 per cent. 
rate. ws Kf 





I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &c. &e. Governor. 
No. 55. ee, 
Cory of DESPATCH from Govétnor Doveras to the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, 
Bart. ww 
(No. 123.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, March 25, 1859. 
. (Received May 10, 1859.) 
SIR, (Answered, No. 64, May 14, 1859, p. 91.) 


Tue mail steamer being hourly expected, I have thé honour to communicate for 
your information the occurrences worthy of note that have taken place since the date of 
my last general report contained in my Despatch of the 10th instant, No, 111.* 1: 

2. Great excitement has been recently produced in Victoria by the exhibition of a 
nugget of pure gold weighing 144, ounces, procured by the agents of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company from the Indians of Queen Charlotte’s Island. 

3. There is a generally prevalent impression, founded on the discovery of gold in that 
island in the year 1851, that it will yet become a productive gold field. ; 

4, The gold collected at that period, with the exception of some water-borne pieces of 
small size and a lump weighing 27 ounces found on the beach at the mouth of a fresh- 
water rivulet, was procured by blasting from a vein of white quartz running parallel with 
the coast, some of the masses of which were so largely impregnated with gold as to yield 
a return of 25 per cent. on the gross weight. The operation of blasting was continued 
until all traces of gold disappeared, and the miners, discouraged by the inclemency of the 
weather, the numbers and dangerous character of the Indians, and the difficulty of 
exploring a thickly wooded and extremely rugged country, did not prosecute the search 
further, though I am of opinion that had they done so they would have met with a 
successful issue. . 

5. I fancy that gold will be found in many other parts of the coast of British Columbia. 
Mr. M‘Neil, the officer in charge of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s establishment at Fort 
Simpson, latitude 54°. 25’.N., ina letter just received from him, makes the following 
observation :—* You mention that some adventurers will visit this quarter (Fort Simpson) 
*“*-in search of gold, and in my opinion they will find it, as it has been found even in this 
“ “harbour.” 7 

6. I have for some time past had in the Government employ a respectable Scotchman, 
named Downie, one of the most successful miners in California, and known all over that 
state as Major Downie, the founder of the town of Downieville. He accompanied 
Mr. M‘Kay last summer in his overland journey from Harrison’s River to Howe’s Sound. 
He has since explored Jarvis’ Inlet, where he spent the greater part of the winter, and 
lately made an excursion with Indians into Desolation Sound, which he has in part closely 
examined with reference to its mineral character. He thinks favourably of the country, 
and proposes crossing the mountains from the head of Jarvis’ Inlet into the valley of 
Fraser’s River as soon as the snow disappears from the mountain passes. I herewith 
transmit his report upon the subject of his explorations, together with an accompanying 
sketch of the coast, which may probably afford some points of interest. Mr. Downie has 
no fixed salary, but I undertook to furnish him with provisions and other means of 
travelling, provided he reported on the state of the country forthe information of Govern- 
ment. He is not therefore expensive to the Colony, and may possibly, from his practical 
knowledge of mining and enterprizing turn of mind, make some valuable discovery, and 
will at least contribute much information respecting the mineral character of the country. 
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7. The intelligence from Bridge River and, the Upper Fraser continues to be of the  Bnrrrisu 
most favourable character. There is now much activity at this place in shipping goods CoL-umsra. 
for Fraser’s River, and the revenue derived from the Customs’ duty begins to be felt. 
The collection for the last 30 days amounts to about 1,300/., and it is gradually 
increasing. | é 

8. The last accounts from Fort Yale report a great depth of snow and much cold 
weather in the mining districts, in consequence of which there has been no collection of 
revenue for miners’ licences. 

9. Colonel Moody is now employed in laying out the site of Queensborough, but the 
weather is exceedingly unfavourable for such operations, and I fear that consequently 
there will be no land for sale for some time to come; and, unfortunately, the commence- 
ment of the survey of the new town has entirely put a stop to any further sale of land at 
Langley. A large building has been erected there for the accommodation of the Royal 
Engineers, now daily expected in the “ ‘Thames City.” 





10. I forward Victoria Gazettes of the dates as per margin. p a a 
‘ I have, &c. a 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, a 
&c. &c. &c. Governor. a it. oe 
Enclosure in No. 56. lees in 
* Sir, Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, March 19, 1859. 


I nave the honour to inform your Excellency of my return to Victoria, after a sojourn of sixteen 
weeks in British Columbia. bd 

I beg to make a statement, that I have been for the last month in Desolation Sound. ‘The snow and 
rain set in so as to make it impossible to start over the mountains, from the head of Jarvis’ Inlet to 
the Upper Fraser River, for some time. 

So I thought it would be as well to go and see what the Klahous country looked like, as I had heard 
a great deal about it. , 

We started from the head of Jarvis’ Inlet on the 22nd of February, for Desolation Sound, in a small 
canoe, with four Indians, pick-pan, shovel, and rocker; came down the west entrance of Jarvis’ Inlet, 
which is much better than the eastern. From Scotch Fir Point up the coast it is shallow, and rocks 
and reefs running out a good distance from the shore. : 

It was most refreshing to come down on the gulf, where the land had all the appearance of spring, 
and after, being so long up the inlet. No snow on any of the islands along the coast, except Tarada. 
Savary Island has all the appearance of a farm under cultivation, from the abundance of grass on it; 
large patches of farming land make it look very enticing, but the water is scarce for farming purposes ; 
but excellent pastures for stock all the year round. ‘The mainland opposite this island changes in 
appearance with regard to the rock formation: quartz and slate along the shore up to Sarah Point. 
I kept cracking the rocks as we went along, but have found no gold yet. _ 

We arrived safe into Desolation Sound: it does certainly look somewhat desolate in a snow storm ; 
but will be better when the weather is fine. It will not do to condemn it on account of its name. I am 
well pleased with the prospect of this section. 

This is the first time I have seen pure veins of sulphuret of iron: it looks very much like silver. At 
all events, it is a good indication of a rich gold-bearing quartz north of this. 

The first I saw of it was a small square piece in the possession of an Indian. I offered him some 
tobacco for it, but he would not part with it—even if I gave him its weight in gold: so I concluded not 
to care about it for a higher price, as there must be more of it not far off. I came across a number of 
seams of the same kind: it lays in the quartz, the same as gold; and there is no doubt but further 
north there is plenty of gold in the same rock. I may &trike it yet on the sea-board at the head of 
some of these inlets; at all events, itis worth a trial. I have no idea that the gold is confined to Fraser 
River alone. If it can only be found from the sea-board, or on the rivers at the head of some of these 
inlets, the country will soon be prospected, 

Bute Inlet (Homalthco), that runs so much further north than this inlet, has a large river emptying 
into it from the north-west. ‘This river looks most favourable for gold, and I should much like to have 
prospected it; but the Indians would not go, as they were afraid of tMe Euclitus tribe ; but the principal 
reason was, that the canoe was small, and we were not altogether prepared to give it a fair trial. It was 
snowing most of the time, and rather discouraging for them, and not very pleasant for somebody else. 
So that, upon the whole, I thought it was best not to go to Bute Inlet at that time, but wait until the 
weather was more settled. 

Camped near the Klahous Indian village; they all paid me a visit, as a matter of course. I gave 
them all a small piece of tobacco. ‘They seemed well pleased; but they must have a look at our 
mining tools, and canoe, and blankets, and general appearance. When they had satisfied themselves 
on these points, they told my Indians I was not a '‘Tyee (this was the unkindest cut of all). My 
Indians told them I was a ‘T'yee;* but it was no use. ‘They said a yee would have a large canoe, and 
plenty of blankets; whereas there was nothing of the kind visible, only picks, pans, and old rocker, 
and what was the use of that among Indians. 

Appearances were against me, and it was no use to ask for time to explain,—as the custom is now- 
adays: when I brought to mind that such was the ways of the world, and erring man, I did not feel 
disposed to find fault with the poor Klahous Indians for finding fault and judging from outward appear- 

ance. Upon the whole, I got along with them very well; in fact, better, I think, than if there had 





* Meaning a chief, a person of consequence, 
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been more white men with me. We got afew potatoes from them; so there must be something else 
besides: rocks in Desolation Sound. 

We went up to the head of the inlet, where the * Deserted Village” is on the map: no Indians there 
now. It looks as much like a deserted village to-day as it did when it was named by Vancouver. 
About two miles above this the river comes in from the north-east. The sand washing out of the river 
has formed a large flat at the head of the inlet, in some places dry at low water. We had some difficulty 
in getting the canoe into the river, which is also shallow, being filled up with sand from the continual 
wash from the mountains. 

We went up the river about five miles. ‘The Indians tell me it will take five days to go to the head 
of it. Judging from the way a canoe goes up such rivers, the distance must be about sixty miles. ‘This 
would be a long distance above the Quamish, and would not be far from the Lillooet. ‘The Indians 
have gone this route to the head of Bridge River (Hoystier): it may be, that this will be the best route 
yet to try. It is very evident there is a pass in the coast range here; that will make it preferable to 
Jarvis’ Inlet or Howe’s Sound. If a route can be got through, it will lead direct to Bridge River. 
Nothing can be done for a few weeks, as it is now raining and snowing, and it would not be advisable 
to try it. 

I be? seen more black sand here in half a day than I did in California in nine years; it looks clear 
and bright as if it came from quartz: there must be something back of this. I am better satisfied now 
than ever I was, although I have never doubted the richness of this country. : 

It will not be long before the gold deposits of British Columbia astonish the world. 

Seeing that it was out of the question to proceed further, we put back,—got a parting salute from 
the grissleys on the side of the mountains as we were leaving. ‘The Indians awakened them up by 
firing at seals, so they gave us a parting growl. We came down along shore, breaking and trying the 
rocks, but did not discover any gold. Lots of sulphuret of iron. 

The land on each side of the river is low, and will be overflowed in many places in spring; but, for 
all that, if a trail can be found through, it will not be difficult to make a road along the banks of the 
river. 

In coming down, we came through the island named “Redonda.” ‘This is a fine psssege, and 
shortens the distance about ten miles in going to Klahous Inlet, so that there are actually two islands 
instead of one, as it is in the chart. 

The distance from Klahous Inlet to Homathco Inlet (Bute Inlet on the chart) is about thirty miles; 
but I could not get the Indians to go now in the small canoe, but they will go with me anywhere; and 
I prefer prospecting alone with Indians to having white men with me. 

The Indians tell me the colour of the water in the large river that comes in at the head of Homathco 
from the north-west, is the same as Fraser River; and when I get up there I will be in or near the 
range of Queen Charlotte Island, and that is where I must get gold. 

We had a hard passage to Nanaimo, but arrived all right. Paid off the Indians, and heard from 
Captain Stewart that he had forwarded supplies to Jarvis’ Inlet, by order of your Excellency, so that 
I am all ready for a start again to Desolation Sound, if I had a small boat with a deck on it to make 
me a little more comfortable: besides, the wages of Indians soon amount to the price of a decked boat. 

I have, &e. 
His Excellency J. Douglas, Esq., C.B., (Signed) Wo. Downie. 
Governor, &e. 
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Despatches from the Secretary of State. 





No. l. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor Douetas, C.B. 


( Private.) 
Sir, Downing Street, December 16, 1858. 

I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Private * Despatch of the 4th of 
October, announcing to me your acceptance of the office of Governor of British 
Columbia, and your intention, in consequence, to take early measures for withdrawing 
from the Hudson’s Bay Company, and disposing of your Puget Sound stock. 

I have on former occasions assured you of the high estimation in which I hold the 
vigour and ability you have displayed in the incipient stages of a Colony that promises 
to be so noble an accession to the dominions of our Sovereign, and it gives me peculiar 
pleasure to find that you are disposed to continue your assistance towards the develop- 
ment of resources which were first brought to light under your administration of 
Vancouver's Island. You state your belief that the sum of 1,000/. a year would be 
wholly inadequate for the befitting salary of the Governor of a Colony in which the 
necessaries of life far exceed the standard in England. Since the date of the Despatch 
in which that sum was named the information that has reached me is, as you are aware, 
much less vague as to the value of the gold fields than it was when, immediately on 
my accession to office, I foresaw that we should lose no time in securing law and 
government to a district hitherto unknown to civilization, and I hastened to offer to 
yourself the post you have gratified me by accepting. 

I should rejoice to see the revenues of the Colony such as would justify a considerable 
increase to the salary I originally proposed. But until those revenues are actually in 
operation and their results unequivocally apparent, I should feel it equally impossible to 
obtain from the British Parliament and unfair to the Colony to apportion to its earliest 
expenses such a salary for the Governor as you suggest. It is my duty to consult 
economy, pushed to thrift, until the Colony is provided with the ways and means that 
justify a more liberal expenditure. Whenever that happens, I think, on every principle 
of sound policy, that we should secure to its administration the zeal and talents of the 
ablest public officers; and to stint the salaries of such men would be, in my judgment, 
to retard the growth of the Colony. 

But you have now large expenses to meet, icluding the services, at least the colonial 
pay, of the British Engineers. , 

These last, I trust, the early sales of land will suffice to cover; yet until the state- 
ments you promise me as to the next year’s revenue arrive, it is clear that I cannot form 
a judgment of the expenses I ought to sanction. 

I shall not at present be enabled to recommend to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury a higher grant than 1,800/. a year for the Governor of British Columbia and 
Vancouver's Island out of the Parliamentary grant, and I hope that this will be the only 
item, except by way of advance, in which the House of Commons may be called upon 
to contribute to the expenditure of the Colony. But I shall certainly not object to a 
large increase of that salary out of local funds, if your agcounts of the local revenue are 
such as to justify it. 

The extent of such augmentation must obviously depend upon the character and the 
extent of those revenues, considered with reference to other local charges which must be 
defrayed, and to a reasonable calculation of their productiveness hereafter. More than 
this | am unable to say at the present moment, but I shall look for the further information 
which you promise me upon the financial prospects of the Colony, and to any future 
explanations which you may wish to give on the subject, before I can come to a definite 
decision. 

. I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B., (Signed) E. B. LYTTON. 
‘ &e, &c. &e, . 
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No. 2. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Doue.tas, 
(No. 60.) 
Sir, Downing Street, December 30, 1858. 


I wave to acknowledge your Despatches, No. 39,* of the 9th September, and 
No. 3,} of the 12th October last, on the state of affairs in British Columbia, the iatter 
containing a detailed report of your observations during a visit to the Fraser’s River 
territory, from which you had then just returned. 

I can but repeat (and I do so with great pleasure) the testimony which I have already 
borne to your energy and promptitude amidst circumstances so extraordinary as those in 
which you found yourself placed; and to assure you of the sense entertained by Her 
Majesty’s Government of the capacities you have thus signally evinced. ‘The information 
which your Despatch conveys is likewise of the most valuable kind. 

I await with much interest the reports which further acquaintance with the resources 
of the Colony will enable you to make of the probable Revenue to be derived from it in 
the course of the following year. I was fully prepared for the accounts which your. 
Despatches convey of the high price of all articles of necessity and convenience, and the 
dearness of transport; and [ recognize (as I have done on another occasion) your 
equitable right to a considerable advance of salary, as soon as the Revenue, under saga- 
cious management and thoughtful economy, warrants that expenditure on official incomes 
which would at present be wholly inadmissible. But I have dealt with the subject of the 
financial position of the Colony in another Despatch of this day’s date. 

All doubt as to your power to impose a duty on imported articles will now have been 
removed, since the general words of the recent Act of Parliament and Charter of the 
Colony have plainly invested you with this as well as other legislative authority. The 
amount which it may be desirable to impose must be mainly regulated, in the first 
instance, by your own judgment and experience, though I will own, that at this distance 
it appears to me, that an ad valorem duty of 10 per cent. is somewhat too high, and may 
defeat its own object. I desire not, however, in hazarding this opinion, to shackle the 
judgment of a Governor who has shown himself so able. I cannot conclude without 
expressing my cordial approval of the manner in which you appear to have carried out 
the two objects which, at the outset of such a Colony, should be steadfastly borne in 
view ; viz., a liberal and kindly welcome to all honest immigrants, and the unquestionable 
supremacy of British Sovereignty and law. 


I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. , (Signed) EK. B. LYTTON. 
&e. &c. &e. 
No.. 3. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Douetas. 
(No. 61.) 
Sir, Downing Street, December 30, 1858. 


] nave to acknowledg® your Despatch, No. 6,} of the 26th October last, re- 
porting on various subjects connected with the progress of events in British Columbia. 

There are one or two topics which seem to me to deserve a separate notice. 

With respect to Mr. Pearkes’ proposal for the administration of the Jaw; it appears to 
me well adapted for the purpose, from its simple and practical character; but since the 
date of your Despatch, Mr. Begbie, the newly-appointed Judicial Officer will have arrived, 
and the scheme will necessarily have been subjected to his revision. 

The amount to be expended upon judicial and legal establishments must, however, 
necessarily depend upon the revenue by which the expenditure is to be met. And in this 
respect there is likely to,be a just correspondence between the degree to which the want 
may be experienced and the means by which it may be supplied, since the same expanding 
of the population which necessitates enlarged establishments, legal or judicial, will furnish 
the revenue proportioned to its requirements. 
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Both on this head, and with regard to the salaries of civil officers on which you ask my 
instructions, I cannot too early caution ‘you against entertaining any expectation of the 
expenses of the Colony under your charge being met at the outset by a considerable 
Parliamentary grant. It.is needless to discuss the possible benefits or evils which such 
pecuniary assistance might produce, inasmuch as I am fully satisfied that Parliament 
would regard with great disfavour any proposal of a gift or loan to the extent you suggest, 
and upon such a principle as that on which you would recommend the application to 
Parliament being made. But I cannot avoid reminding you, that the results, even if the 
object could be attained, would, according to all past experience, be of a very ques- 
tionable character. The lavish pecuniary expenditure of the Mother Country in founding 
new Colonies has been generally found to: discourage economy, by leading the minds of 
men to rely on foreign aid instead of their own exertions; to interfere with the healthy 
action by which a new community provides step by step for its own requirements; and 
to produce at last a general sense of discouragement and dissatisfaction. For a Colony 
to thrive and develope itself with stedfast and healthful progress, it should from the first 
be as far as possible self-sapporting. 

I can assure you that in bringing these general considerations under your notice, I by 
no means overlook the special circumstances of the case of British Columbia, nor do I 
at all under-estimate the difficulties, and the anxiety which they must occasion you. But 
I need not impress on one so accustomed as yourself to the details of public business and 
the conduct of financial enterprises, that even under more unfavourable prospects than 
those of a Colony, of which the resources along with the necessities are rapidly aug- 
menting, there is room for exercising the control of a judicious economy, and for adapting 
your objects to such means of attaining them as you may possess. Nor must you forget 
that we have contributed from this country the aid which you state to be the most 
immediately and imperatively required. You will not only have a naval and military 
force adequate, I trust, to secure respect to order and law, but the military part of that 
force will at once assist in the construction of roads and bridges, the want of which is so 
sensibly felt. I look to the Royal Itngineers under Colonel Moody, and the able officers 
at his command, for the opening of the readiest and speediest means of access and com- 
munication. In selecting from Her Majesty’s forces those commonly known by the 
name of Sappers and Miners, I bore in mind the necessities of a wild country without 
barrack accommodation, these being the soldiers -who could, with the most ease and 
rapidity, cover themselves; and I thus enabled you to postpone costly buildings for the 
accommodation of troops, until you could raise from Colonial resources the means by 
which such improved accommodation might be provided. The military pay of this force 
the Home Government may for the present contribute; but with regard to the pay and 
expenses which belong purely to Colonial services, I shall expect that the proceeds from 
land sales, which are the appropriate fund for all collateral costs of survey, will suffice to 
provide for these objects, and I should regard any advance upon that score as a tem- 
porary accommodation to be defrayed from the earliest sales. 

No doubt it might be more agreeable to the pride of the first founders of a Colony 
which promises to become so important, if we could at once throw up public buildings, 
and institute establishments on a scale adapted to the prospective grandeur of the infant 
settlement. But after all, it is on the character of the inhabitants that we muust rest 
our hopes for the land we redeem from the wilderness ; and it is by self-exertion, and the 
noble spirit of self-sacrifice which self-exertion engenders, that communities advance 
through rough beginnings to permanent greatness. ‘Therefore it is not merely for the 
sake of sparing the Mother Country that I invite your cordial and intelligent co-operation 
in stimulating the pride of the colonists to submit to some necessary privations in the first 
instance, and to contribute liberally and voluntarily from their own earnings (which 
appear to be so considerable), rather than to lean upon the British Parliament for grants, 
or for loans, which are rarely repaid without discontent, and can never be cancelled 
without some loss of probity and honour. It is my hope that when the time arrives for 
representative institutions, the Colony may, be committed to that grand experiment 
unembarrassed by a shilling of debt, and the colonists have proved their fitness for self- 
government by the spirit of independence which shrinks from extraneous aid, and schools 
a community to endure the sacrifices by which it guards its own safety and provides for 
its own wants. 

I have said thus much in commendation of the strictest thrift at the onset. But 
whether this thrift can be with the greatest safety exercised in the construction of public 
buildings, the creation of establishments, the number and salaries of officers engaged, or 
otherwise, I cheerfully leave to the discretion of a Governor who has shown himself so 
provident and sagacious. 
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I cannot conclude without begging you to convey to Major Hawkins, of the Royal 
Engineers, my acknowledgments of the assistance he so ably rendered you. Your sense 
of the value of that assistance will be duly reported to the War Office. 





L have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) kK. B. LY Tica 
&ce. &e. &e. 
No. 4. 
Copy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Doua.as. 
(No. 62.) 

SiR, ‘Downing Street, December 30, 1858. 


Wiru reference to my Despatches of this day’s date, on the present condition of 
British Columbia, I wish to add afew observations on the policy to be adopted towards 
the Indian tribes. 

The success that has attended your transactions with these tribes induces me to 
inquire if you think it might be feasible to settle them permanently in villages; with such 
settlement civilization at once begins. Law and Religion would become naturally in- 
troduced amongst the red men, and contribute to their own security against the aggressions 
of immigrants, and while by indirect taxation on the additional articles they would 
purchase they would contribute to the Colonial Revenue, some light and simple form of 
direct taxation, the proceeds of which would be expended strictly and solely on their own 
wants and improvements, might obtain their consent. 

Sir George Grey has thus at the Cape been recently enabled to locate the Kaffirs in 
villages, and from that measure, if succeeding Governors carry out, with judgment and 
good fortune, the designs originating in the thoughtful policy of that vigorous and 
accomplished Governor, I trust that the posterity of those long barbarous populations may 
date their entrance into the pale of civilized life. 

I have, &c. 


Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) E. B. LYTTON, 
&c. &c. Xe. 


No. 5. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dovuctas. 
(No. 6.) 
Sir, Downing Street, January 20, 1859. 


I] nAveE to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatches, No. 1,* of the 12th, and 
No.5,7 of the 23rd of October last ; the first enclosing two Proclamations and a notice which 
you had issued, prohibiting the introduction of spirituous ]iquors among the natives, and 
cautioning purchasers against fraudulent sales of Crown lands by unauthorized persons ; 
and I have to convey to you my approval of the notice and Proclamations in question. 
With respect to the form of grant enclosed in your second Despatch, I have to observe 
that it rans in the name’of the Governor and not in the name of the Queen, as is usual 
in all grants made in virtue of powers delegated by Her Majesty, and that the condition 
at the end of it, that the lands shall be subject to all laws and sanitary regulations now 
in force is superfluous, and therefore, perhaps, calculated to raise a doubt on that point 
rather than to settle it. ‘ 

[ therefore transmit a form of grant for your adoption which appears to me sufficient 
for all purposes. You will observe that all reservations of timber, minerals, &c. are 
omitted in conformity with the policy which has been established in other Colonies of late 
years, but this omission will not entitle a grantee to appropriate gold or silver which may 
be found on his grant, although it will entitle him to the baser metals and coal. 

I have, &c. 


Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) E. B. LYTTON. 
&c. &c. &c. 


—_— 
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Enclosure in No. 5. 
Form of Grant for Crown Lands in British Columbia and Vancouver's Island. 


Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and of 
the Colonies and Dependencies thereof in Europe, Asia, Africa, America, and Australasia, 
Queen, Defender of the Faith, and so forth: To all to whom these Presents shall come, 
greeting. 

Know ye that We do by these Presents, for Us, Our heirs and successors, in consideration of the 
sum of to Us paid, give and grant unto [grantee, describing 
him], his heirs and assigns, all that parcel or lot of land situate [describe land] and numbered on 
the official plan or survey of the said township; to have and to hold the said parcel or lot of land, and 
all and singular the premises hereby granted, with their appurtenances, unto the said [grantee], his 
heirs and assigns, for ever. 

Provided nevertheless, that it shall at all times be lawful for Us, Our heirs and successors, or for any 
person or persons acting in that behalf, by Our or Their authority, to resume without compensation any 
part of the said lands which it may be deemed necessary to resume for making roads, canals, bridges, 
towing-paths, or other works of public utility or convenience; so, nevertheless, that the lands so to 
be resumed shall not exceed one-twentieth part of the whole of the lands aforesaid, and that no such 
resumption shall be made of any lands upon which any buildings may have been erected, or which 
may be in use as gardens, or otherwise, for the more convenient occupation of any such buildings. 


In witness, &c. 





No. 6. 
Copy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dova.as. 
(No. 7.) , 
Sir, ; Downing Street, January 22, 1859. 


I wave received and perused with much interest your Despatch, No. 30,* of the 
9th of November last, containing the latest accounts from the gold mines in British 
Columbia, and reporting the progress made in the construction of roads. 

In conveying to you my cordial approval of the construction of the route by Harrison’s 
River to a point of Fraser’s River, at an expenditure of 10,000/., you will bear in mind 
that I look to the payment of all expenses connected with it out of local and not from 
Imperial funds. 

I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) KE. B, LYTTON. 
&c. &c. &c. 





No. 7. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Douec.as. 
(No. 13.) 
Sir, Downing Street, february 2, 1859. 


I nave to acknowledge your Despatch, No. 26,7 of the 8th of November last, 
reporting the arrival on the 29th of last October of Captain Parsons, with the detachment 
of Royal Engineers under his command. I have also received from that officer a letter, 
dated the 9th of November, to the same effect. 

You will inform Captain Parsons that, in accordance with the established ‘Colonial 
** Regulations,” public functionaries, who have any representations of a public or private 
nature to make to H. M. Government, should properly address them to the Governor of 
the Colony, whose duty it is to receive and act upon such representation as the public 
advantage may seem to him to require. Captain Parsons will therefore be so good as to 
attend to this rule in future, the departure from which is apt to produce inconvenience; 
and you will also make the rule as widely known as possible, so that there may not be any 
ignorance of it in either British Columbia or Vancouver's Island. Of course, any officer 
or private person has a right to address the Secretary of State direct on any subject 
which he thinks it necessary to bring under his notice; but in that case he must send his 
petition or representation under cover to the Governor, who will transmit it with such 
report as he may deem it to require. Unless sent in this way through the Governor it 
cannot be attended to. 
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Britis I find that you are in possession of several copies of the book of Colonial Regulations, 
Corumera. which were sent to you in your capacity of Governor of Vancouver's Island; you will 
—— therefore be readily able to fulfil the preceding instruction. 





I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) FE. B. LYTTON, 
&c. &e. &c. 
No. 8. No. 8. ; | 
Cory of DESPATCH from Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor Douexas, C.B. 
(No. 14.) 
Str, Downing Street, F ebruary 4, 1859. 
* Page 35, I wave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 35,* of the 27th 


November, and to convey to you my approval of the measures you adopted in sending 
the detachment of Royal Engineers, under ‘Captain Grant, without delay to Fort 
Langley. . 
raise approve the other proceedings reported in your Despatch. 
: I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. | (Signed) E. B. LYTTON. 
&c. &c. &c. 





No. 9. No. 9. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Sir E. B. Lyrron to Governor Douctas. 
(No. 16.) | 
Sir, Downing Street, February 7, 1859. 
t Page 17. I wave had under my consideration your Despatch, No. 7,+ of the 27th of October, 
on the disposal of public land in Vancouver's Island and in British Columbia. 

The lowest price of country lands in Vancouver’s Island would appear to have been 
1/. per acre, and I think that the same may with propriety be adopted in Fraser’s River 
and the other mining districts, for which you have suggested the adoption of this price. 
I shall not object to your naming, if you see good practical reasons for that course, either 
in order to increase the attractions to new settlers, or on account of the rates charged for 
land in the adjacent territory of the United States, a lower upset price than 1/. for 
ordinary country lands in other districts; but I think that any such price should be 
general, so as not to have a great variety of rates, and I would also point out to you that 
great caution should be exercised in introducing such distinctions, lest by creating arti- 
ficial inducements, they should interfere with the course of settlement which would be 
dictated by the natural advantages of the country. 

One principal question raised in the report which you have furnished is whether to 
adopt the plan of sale by auction or that of sale at a fixed price. The advantage of sale 
by auction is that it forms the best available precaution against parting with the land at 
an inadequate price, and that it conclusively prevents both the occurrence and even the 
suspicion or imputation of any favouritism or irregularity in the disposal of the public 
property: The objections to auction are, that it may discourage enterprise by exposing 
the discoverer of eligible lands to be outbid at their sale, and that, unless well regulated, 
it may involve a delay in affording purchasers an opportunity to obtain the lots they desire. 
Looking, however, to the inestimable advantage of perfect confidence in the purity of’ 
the land administration, my own opinion is that sale by auction is the best system, and 
that most of the objections to it might be obviated by the adoption of a rule which is 
very common in other Colonies, namely, that ordinary country lots, after once they 
have been exposed to sale and not purchased, may be bought by a fresh applicant at the 
upset price as a fixed price. ‘This you will observe will always afford a large quantity of 
common land ready for appropriation by any settler who is unwilling to wait for a periodical 
auction. 

The reasons for submitting lots to competition are, 1 need scarcely observe, doubly 
strong in the case of town or suburban lots. 

Another question of importance, and one on which a flood of light has been thrown 
by experience in other Colonies, is whether payment for the land should be prompt or on 
the contrary allowed to be made in instalments. I have not a doubt myself, from the 
wide experience which has. been acquired on this subject, that prompt payment is the 
proper rule, It is the best indication of a purchaser’s being really possessed of means to 
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cultivate his lot, it avoids harassing the Government with the existence ofa whole popula- 
tion of small debtors, from whom it is next to impossible to collect their dues, and above 
all it maintains a sounder state of society by not encouraging the premature conversion 
into petty and impoverished landowners of those who ought to be labourers. 

The size of lots is a matter which I must leave you to determine, with the advice of 
Colonel Moody, merely stating that I do not myself see any objection to adopting for 
country lots one-sixth or one-eighth of a square mile, that is to say, 107 or 80acres. The 
last mentioned size was adopted with much convenience in creating the flourishing 
settlement of South Australia. Town lots should of course be much smaller, so as to 
suit the convenience of purchasers. In most new Colonies formed within the last 20 
years, such lots have produced very high prices, seldom falling below a rate which would 
amount to 100/., and often reaching that of 1,000/., per acre. 

The reservation of mineral lands, and the disposal of them on different terms from 
agricultural lands, are proper. In respect to coal and the baser metals, the best arrange- 
ment would probably be to establish liberal regulations for encouraging explorations, and 
for leasing to the discoverer lands under which minerals may be discovered for a certain 
period, and at a certain small royalty. In several Colonies the terms for mineral lands 
are, a lease of 21 years at a royalty of +4;th. Whether those terms would be sufficiently 
favourable in British Columbia, or whether it would be desirable to make them easier by 
postponing the payment or reducing the amount of the royalty, I leave it to you to 
decide. I mention them only as showing what has been considered fair to all parties in 
other of the British Colonies. But it is obvious that the revenues to be derived from 
such lands is not the most important element of the question, and that it should not be 
allowed to interfere with whatever may be necessary to stimulate the development of the 
natural resources of the Colony. In case of more than one application for the same 
mineral land, the lease should be put up to auction, the biddings being, not on the amount 
of rent or royalty, but on a premium to be paid down for the lease. 

Auriferous lands are distinct from what are usually termed mineral lands, and must be 
dealt with on different principles. In the case of coal and the baser metals, the possession 
passes to the owner of the surface soil unless a special reservation is inserted in the Crown 
grant. In the case of gold and silver, the right remains in the Crown, whether there is 
any reservation in the grant or not. I do not feel that much assistance can be afforded 
to you in this matter by any suggestions from home... The question to be decided is not 
so much, what is the best mode of dealing with auriferous lands and securing a revenue 
from gold digging, as, what is the most practicable and satisfactory plan, having regard 
to the means at the Governor’s disposal. Upon this point resident authorities alone can 
form a competent opinion. | 

Lrefer you to my former Despatch (of 14th October*) as to my own anticipations of 
the difficulties to which, sooner or later, the system of licences for digging is exposed, 
but unquestionably so long as those difficulties do not occur, the system has the advantage 
of promptitude in the collection of a revenue. I have been glad to observe in your 
“Despatch (of 14th Decemberf) that your experience already bears out the opinion I before 
conveyed to you, as to the great fiscal resource to be found in a duty on gold exports. 

The time at which a trigonometrical survey may be commenced consistently with any 
more urgent demands on the surveyors for the practical wants of settlers, is a question 
which will best be determined by you on the advice of Colonel Moody. 

The publication of maps and of other information concerning the lands open for settle- 
ment will be very useful, and you will no doubt furnish the Home Government with 
copies of all such documents. | 

The establishment of a series of meteorological observations will be much facilitated by 
the presence in the Colony ofa body of educated officers and men, to many of whom 
probably, such observations are familiar. 





I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) KE. B. LYTTON 
pages § ec.) .Xc. 
No. 10. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor Doue.as, C.B. 
(No. 17.) 
Sir, Downing Street, February 8, 1859. 


I wave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 50,* of the 7th of 
~ December last, relative to the claims of the Hudson’s Bay Company to lands adjoining 
their trading establishments in British Columbia. 
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I should also wish, before deciding on these claims, to receive a report through you 
from the Commissioner of Crown Lands, and I request, therefore, that you will consult 
with Colonel Moody in the matter. 

I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) E. B. LYTTON. 
&o.” Pres ee, 





No. 11. 


Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dova.as, C.B. 
(No. 20.) 
Sir, Downing Street, February 11, 1859. 
I nave had under my consideration your Despatch, No. 38,* of the 29th November, 
containing a report of the sale of town lands at Old Fort Langley, in British Columbia. 

I approve of your proceedings in the matter of the sales, of which the result appears 
to have been satisfactory. 

The measure that you propose respecting aliens is unexceptionable; but I may 
mention to you that the law on the same subject in Canada is more favourable to aliens, 
and that I should be quite prepared to assent to the extension of similar provisions to 
British Columbia, if you should see no objection. 

I enclose for your information copies of the Canadian Acts which regulate this matter. 
By these Acts you will perceive that aliens are capable of holding and disposing of land 
in the same manner as natural-born subjects of Her Majesty, and after a continual 
residence of three years are entitled to a certificate of naturalization on taking certain 
oaths or affirmations of residence and allegiance; and persons so naturalized enjoy 
and transmit to their heirs all the rights and capacities of natural-born subjects. Aliens, 
therefore, under these Acts, are not liable to be deprived of their land after the expiration 
of three years, should they neglect or decline to take out certificates of naturalization. 

It has been suggested to me, that supposing the advantages to be in other respects 
equal, it might have been preferable to place the town on the banks of the river which is 
furthest from the American frontier. I shall be glad to receive for my information any 
remarks which it may occur to you to make on this point, although I am quite sensible 
that the site of the town is a matter on which, from your local observation, you must be 
the best judge. On such matters you now have the advantage of consulting Colonel 
Moody, an engineering officer of great skill and experience. 

J : I have, &c, 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) E. B. LYTTON, 
ee ee ge 





No. 12. 


Copy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 


Douetas, C.B. 
(No. 21.) 
SIR, Downing Street, February 11, 1859. 
I wave had the honour to receive your Despatch of the 27th November last, 
No. 34,¢ reporting the Proclamation of the Act of Parliament providing for the Govern- 
ment of British Columbia, and the installation of the public officers. I approve the steps 
which you have taken for this purpose. 

I have communicated to the Hudson’s Bay Company the fact, which you also announce, 
of the promulgation of the revocation, on the 3rd November last, of the licence to the 
Company for exclusive trading with the Indians in so far as the same applies to the 
territories comprised in British Columbia. 

I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B., (Signed ) E. B. LYTTON. 
&e. &c. &c. 





No. 18, 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Douctas, C.B. 
(No. 22. 
Sir, Downing Street, February 12, 1859. 
I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 14th December, 
No. 51,{ reporting upon the affairs of British Columbia down to that date. 
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It is most satisfactory to Her Majesty’s Government to find that tranquillity prevails in Bririsit 
the country, and that in your opiriion an export duty on gold, together with other sources CoLumnra, 
of revenue, would yield an income of 100,000/. per annum. Her Majesty’s Govern- = ~~ 
ment are quite alive to the success which has hitherto attended your efforts to avoid 
drawing upon them for the expenses of the Colony, and they highly commend your pro- 
ceedings in that respect. They entertain much confidence in your ability to continue 
this course of policy, and although it may be necessary that I should apply to Parliament 
for some advance on the Estimates on account of the pay of the detachment of Royal 
Engineers, I shall rely on the ultimate repayment of that advance to this country. 

I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B., (Signed ) E. B. LYTTON. 
&c. &e. &c. 





No. 14. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Sir KE. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor Douetas, C.B. 
(No. 28.) 
Sir, Downing Street, March 3, 1859. 

I wAve received your Despatch No. 31,* of the 13th November, in which YOU & Page 33 
recommend the appointment of Mr. W. A. G. Young to the provisional office of Colonial BH 
Secretary of British Columbia. 

Recognizing the importance to you of having the services of an efficient secretary, I 
have obtained permission from the Foreign Office, and from the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, for your employment of Mr. Young in this capacity; and if you can 
provide him with a salary out of colonial revennes of about 500/. per annum, I shall be 
happy, on that understanding, to submit his name to the Queen for the appointment. 

I think that the Colonial Secretary might at the same time perform the duties of 
auditor or accountant to the public revenue and expenditure. 

I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B., ' (Signed ) E. B. LYTTON. 
&c. &c. &c. 


No, 14, 





No. 15. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor Dovetas, CiB, 
(No. 80.) 


Sir, Downing Street, March 10, 1859. 

Wirn reference to your Despatch, No. 37,* of the 27th of November, I have to * Page 36 
acquaint you that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have, at the recommendation 
3 ook oii Baynes, given orders for two gun-boats to be fitted for service in British 

olumbia. 
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I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B., (Signed) KE. B. LYTTON. 
Gee &e. &c. " 





No. 16. 


Copy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dovatas, C.B. 
(No. 32.) 
SIR, Downing Street, March 15, 1859. 
_ [ wave received your Despatch of the 6th January, No. 65,* forwarding with 
Copies of two letters from Judge Begbie, the copy of an Order of Court, regulating the 
admission of Barristers and Attornies to the Court of British Columbia. . 7 
I regret that there should be no duly qualified English Lawyers to practise in the Court 
and that it has been therefore necessary to admit foreign Counsel. But as the arrangement 
which you report is plainly unavoidable and only temporary, I offer no objection to it. 
I have, &c. 


Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) KE. B. LYTTON, 
&c. &c. &c. 
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No. 17.° 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dove as. 
(No. 33.) 
Sir, Downing Street, March 19, 1859.» 


[ nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 42,* of the 4th December 


last, transmitting copies of two Proclamations issued by you, the first conferring on » 


yourself and your successors the power to convey Crown lands within the Colony of 
British Columbia, the second imposing duties on imports into British Columbia. 

I have laid these Proclamations before the Queen, and I am commanded to acquaint 
you that Her Majesty has been pleased to approve them. 


I be, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B., (Signed) E. B. LYTTON. 
&e. &ce. &c. 
No. 18. 
Copy of DESPATCH from Sir E. B. Lyrvon, Bart., to Governor Douetas, C. B. 
(No. 36.) , 
SIR, Downing Street, March 22, 1859. 


I wave received your Despatch, No. 80,* of the 22nd January last, and have 
learned with satisfaction that the difficulties at Fort Yale and Hill’s Bar have been 
adjusted. 

1 approve the course taken by Colonel Moody in proceeding to Fort Hope with a 
party of Marines and Royal Engineers to maintain order. 
I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B., (Signed ) EK. B. LYTTON. 
&c. &c. &c. 


No. 19. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor Douve.as, C.B. 
(No. 39.) 
Sir, Downing Street, March 24, 1859. 
I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 79,* of the 21st of 
January, reporting on the state of the Colony up to that date, and forwarding a sample 
of gold found at Stonia, on the Fraser river. 


I have, &c. 
eravc, Douglas, C.B., (Signed) E. B. LYTTON. 
&e. &c. &c. 
No. 20. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, pA to Governor 
Doue.as. 
(No. 48.) 
SIR, Downing Street, April 11, 1859. 


IMMEDIATELY after the receipt of your Despatches of the a7th December and the 
8th January last, Nos. 56 and 68,* reporting the disturbances that had taken place at Fort 
Yale and the measures which you so successfully adopted for putting them down, I con- 
ferred with the proper authority in Ireland, with the view of ascertaining whether and how 
your requisition for a detachment of the Irish Constabulary Force could be complied with. 
I have now the honour to forward to you the copy of a letter from Lord Naas, with an 
enclosure from the chief inspector of the constabulary, from which you will see that’ it 
is impracticable to meet your wishes without first obtaining from you specific answers on 
the various points of detail which are mentioned in Sir H. J. Brownrigg’s letter as defective 
in your Despatches. In forwarding this communication I must state in perfect frankness 
that it is totally impossible for Her Majesty’s Government to undertake the expense, 
partially or otherwise, which this proposed police force would entail. I could not 
reconcile it to my sense of duty, vor indeed would it be consistent with the spirit of my 
repeated Despatches to you, to appeal to the House of Commons for the establishment of 
a police force in a Colony where a large revenue may be confidently anticipated, and into 
which a great population is rapidly flowing. From that population you.must derive the 
means of maintaining the peace of the country. I would remind you that by that pro- 
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ceeding a habit of self-reliance will be engendered which would be seriously impaired, if 
when disturbances arise, and they cannot but be expected to occur occasionally in a 
Colony composed of persons drawn from so many different nations, you have recourse to 
Imperial assistance. With respect to this particular disturbance, if so it can be called, 
‘at Fort Yale, I entertain a strong impression that if, when the police failed in the per- 
formance of their duty, volunteers had been called for, there would have been found no 
‘deficiency of zeal, or offers of service on their part. Certainly if the inhabitants of 
British Columbia find it easier and cheaper to employ others to protect them Her Ma- 
jesty’s Government will by no means object, provided the colonists recognize the principle 
that they must pay for the expense. But I must repeat to you that before any such 
expenses are incurred it is incumbent on you as Governor of the Colony to redeem the 
obligations already owing to this country. Her Majesty’s Government are pledged in my 
various Despatches to this,and I am constrained to insist upon the punctual fulfilment of 
the pledge. 

~ Lenclose the copy of an account, which I have received for the Lords Commissioners 
of the Treasury, showing some of the primary charges incurred for Colonel Moody’s 


party of Engineers. 
I have, &c. 


Governor Douglas, C.B,. (Signed ) CARNARVON. 
e ~ &e. &ce. &c. (In the absence of the Secretary of State.) 


Enclosure 1 in No. 20. 


SiR, Irish Office, London, March 21, 1859. 
Rererrine to your letter of the 8th instant, relative to sending out a party of the Irish 
Constabulary Force to British Columbia, I beg to transmit, for the information of Secretary Sir Edward 
Bulwer Lytton, copy of a report which has been received from the Inspector-General of Constabulary 
upon the above subject; and I am to request that the information required by Sir Henry Brownrigg 
may be afforded, in order that he may be enabled to furnish a definite reply to your communication. 
I have, &e. 
Herman Merivale, Esq., C.B., (Signed) Naas. 
We. &e. &e. 


Sub-Enclosure. 
. SUBMITTED. 


ReFeRRING to the annexed letter, I find it difficult, if not impossible, to afford a satisfactory 
answer to the question proposed without further information on the following points :— 

1. What number of men of each rank, head-constables, constables, and sub-constables would be 
required ? 

2. Would the men be required to engage for a particular period of service, for an unlimited period, 
or upon what other conditions in that respect? 

3. Upon what conditions would they be engaged in regard to retiring allowance or pension? And 
would past service in the Constabulary at home be recognized and allowed for? 

4, Would married men, or what proportion of them, be accepted ? 

‘5. Any limit as to age? | 

6. Presuming that the men themselves would have a free passage, would this provision extend to 

wives or to families in the case of married men, should such be accepted ? 
‘ In ealeulating the expense of the proposed detachment, the cost of clothing, arms, and equipments 
would, of course, have to be taken into account, which, according to the previous contracts, might average, 
for a head-constable, 9/., and for a constable and sub-constable, 62. 7s.; but in the event of an improved 
quality of clothing being adopted, as at present under consideration, the cost per man would be 
somewhat greater. 

As regards the subject of pay, I am not in a position to form a correct judgment thereon; but the 
following extract from a private letter which I have received from. Mr. Brew, the chief officer of the 
police in the Colony, may aid in forming an estimate :— 

“T think,” Mr. Brew says, “a private constable should receive nine shillings per diem. ‘They could 
* not live here on less.” ) 

If the-men be liberally paid, I do not doubt that the required number would volunteer; but before 
making any proposition to them, it would be indispensable that I should be enabled to inform them 
what they would have to look forward to. 

In sending out a detachment of 150 men, I am of opinion they should be officered as follows, viz. :— 

2 sub-inspectors. 
_2 first head-constables. 
4 second ditto. 
25 constables. 
Lm 5 acting constables, 
March 15, 1859. (Signed) H. J. Brownrice, 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 20, 


SrarEMENT of the Apvances which have been made to any Persons on account of Bririsx 
Cotumsia out of Treasury Chest. 


. - 


Date of Authority. 





1858, 


August 31 - 


September 15 


” 


> 


Octob 


16 


bo 
Or 


28 


er 27 


November 4 


» 6 
ag (i 
0 8 


December 8 


~ 10 
i 24 
1859. 


January 21 


Name, 





Col. Moody < - 


Cox and Co., on ac- 
count of Captain 
Grant, R.E. 

Col. Moody - - 


Cox and Co. = - 


Cox and Co., on 
account of Col. 
Moody. 


Ditto - - - 


Ditto - - “ 
Ditto al - - 
Capt. B. M. Parsons 


Cox and Co., on 
account of Col. 
Moody. 

Ditto - - . 


Ditto - - - 


Capt. B. M. Parsons 


Cox and Co., on 
account of Capt. 
Grant. 

Capt. Parsons - 


Ditto - - - 





Service. 


Incidental expenses of Capt. Par- 
sons, R.E., and party of 20 Royal 
Engineers, proceeding to British 
Columbia. 


Expenses to be incurred in pro- 
ceeding to British Columbia. 


On account of the expense of a party 
of 12 Royal Engineers who are 
to proceed to British Columbia, 
via Panama, under the charge of 
Capt. Grant, R.E. 


Advance pay to Royal Engineers 
proceeding to British Columbia. 


Stores authorized to be purchased 
for the party of Royal Engineers, 
for service in British Columbia, 
which were not obtainable from 
the Tower. 


Advance of 120 days’ pay to the 
staff assistant-surgeon attached to 
the British Columbian expedition. 


Expenses of stores for the British 
Columbian expedition. 


Passage of Mrs. Moody to British 
Columbia. 


Passage of Royal Engineers from 
Panama to San Francisco. 


For passage of himself and two 
servants to British Columbia. 


For travelling and incidental ex- 
penses while superintending the 
departure of the party of Royal 
Engineers to British Columbia. 


For forage purchased on account of 
British Columbia. 


For the service of the Royal Engi- 
neers proceeding to Victoria, 
Vancouver’s Island. 


To defray the expense of removing 
his family to British Columbia, 


For the service of the detachment 
under his command proceeding to 
Vancouver's Island. 


For the service of the Royal Engi- 
neers proceeding to British Co- 
lumbia. 


Amount. 
£ its. wel 
500 O O 
100 O O 
800 0 O 
800 0 O 
3,000 0 O 
82° 3 10 
3,400 0 O 
LOO DEO 2any 
323925 0 
ZOO! Oo 
58 Gord 
188... 3.1 
40 O O 
00 0 0 
187 14 0 
48 0 3 


£10,422 8 6 
100 0 0 


Add—Advanced to Mr, Brew = 


Nova Scotia - - - - 


£10,633 8 6 


Paymaster-General’s Office, Whitehall, 
January 22, 1859, 








When paid. 
"ir See 
1858. 


September 1, 
September 27, 


September 16. 


September 25, 


October 29, 


October 29. 

November 15, 
November 138, 
November 15, 


December 4. 
December 4, 
December 14. 


December 30, 


December 27. 





( 
: 
ft 
{ 
‘ 
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Sratement of the Apvancres which have been made to any Persons on account of Britisi 
Cotumata out of Civil Contingencies. 








Date of Authority. Name. Service, Amount. When paid. 
1858. wa? ae 
August 31 - | C. Brew “ - | Advance of salary asChief Inspector 300 O O al 


of Police in British Columbia, and 
expenses of the journey. 


September 8 - | W. B. Begbie - | Passage allowance on appointment F50e” Os OP at 
as Judge of British Columbia. 
‘. 29 -| J. Cooper = - | Passage allowance as Harbour Mas- t5On) OF. O | 4 
ter at Esquimalt, Vancouver's 
Island. 
November 5 -| P. Smith - - | Letters patent, under Great Seal, 39 17 4 | aie 


erecting the Colony of Columbia 
into a British colony, 

Expenses of Capt. Gosset’s journey 150 0 O ont 
to British Columbia. 


S. Scott and Co. 


December 7 




















£789 17 4 
No. 21. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., to Governor 
DouGtas. 
(No. 50.) 
Sir, Downing Street, April 12, 1859. 


I nave received your Despatch of the 7th February, No. 95,* reporting generally 
upon the state of British Columbia to that date. 

The only remark I have to offer, beyond that of expressing my satisfaction at the 
favourabie condition of affairs in the Colony, is to guard you against’ entertaining the 
impression that Her Majesty’s Government can possibly countenance your plan, in itself 
I do not doubt judicious for local interests, of purchasing or building a steam vessel for 
the service of the Colonial Government, on account of which you propose to draw on 
the British Treasury should your own funds fail. 

I would observe to you that in all my instructions, from the foundation of the Colony 
to the present moment, the principle on which I have proceeded, and which the con- 
stantly developing mineral wealth of British Columbia has so amply justified, has been 
that of insisting that the Colony should defray the expense of its own requirements. It 
would indeed be strange that this country should be called-upon to render pecuniary 
assistance to supply the ever recurring wants of an infant settlement, which has been 
actually forced into existence through the ample supplies of gold afforded by the country 
it occupies. ‘The pressing circumstances of the case have undoubtedly compelled Her 
Majesty’s Government to advance funds for fitting out the party of Royal Engineers 
which was so early despatched to the Colony; but these advances must be repaid, and it 
should be amongst the earliest of your financial efforts to do so. 1 can therefore only 
say that if you have the means of establishing a Colonial vessel, 1 trust that she will 
render you valuable service, but that 1 can hold out no prospect of assisting you in her 
purchase or construction. I may indeed add that certainly until the obligation above 
referred to to this country is discharged, the Lords Commissioners of the ‘Treasury would 
not feel themselves at liberty to accept bills drawn on them for even temporary advances. 

I have, &c. 





Governor Douglas, C.B, (Signed ) CARNARVON. 
&e. &c. &e. (In the absence of the Secretary of State.) 
No, 22. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Douctas, 
(No. 51.) 
Sir, Downing Street, April 12, 1859. 


I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 96,¢ of the 9th of 
February, transmitting a memorandum by Colonel Moody upon various subjects connected 
with his department, and the employment of the detachment of Royal Engineers. 

L$ 


British 
CoLuMBIA. 
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Brrrisn I have no doubt that the appointments recommended by Colonel Moody would prove 
‘CotumBia. yaluable additions to the force under his command; but I am unable to sanction an 

—— increase in the expenditure of Colonel Moody’s department, which might add to the sum 

which will have to be voted by Parliament as an advance for this service; and unless 

therefore you can assure me that this additional expense will be defrayed from the 

revenues of the Colony, I regret that I shall be compelled to withhold my sanction from 

the proposed appointments, . | 





I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) CARNARVON. 
&e. &c. &c. (In the absence of the Secretary of State.) 
No. 23. No. 23. 
Copy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Doue.tas. ft 
(No. 61.) | 

Sir, Downing Street, May 5, 1859. 

* Page 61. I wave laid before the Queen your Despatch, No. 93,* of the 5th of February, 


expressing the desire that the name of the future capital of British Columbia should be 
selected by the Queen. 
I am commanded to acquaint you that Her Majesty has been graciously pleased to 
decide that the capital of British Columbia shall be called “‘ New Westminster.” 
You will therefore designate the city by that name, and will announce by Proclamation 
Her Majesty’s decision to the inhabitants of the Colony. 
I have, &c. 





Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) CARNARVON. 
&c. &c. &c. (In the absence of the Secretary of State.) 
No, 24, No. 24. 
Copy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Douce as. 
(No. 62.) 
Sir, Downing Street, May 7, 1859. 
+ Page 64, I nave had before me your Despatch, No. 104,7 of the 19th of February, with a 


copy of a Proclamation which you had issued for regulating the disposal of the Crown 
Lands in British Columbia. r 

t Page 78. You will since have learned, from my Despatch, No. 16,f of the 7th of February last, 
the principles which it appeared to me desirable to follow on this subject. I am glad to 
perceive that the same views have very much prevailed in preparing the rules which you 
have announced, and I have no objection to their general tenor. 

I trust, however, that on the receipt of my former Despatch you may have been led 
to reconsider the question of deferring payment of one moiety of the purchase money for 
two years. Iften shillings an acre be a higher price than can be reasonably expected to 
be paid in cash, on which point I should be quite prepared to defer to such judgment as 
you may form, I cannot but think that a smaller price with prompt payment would be 
preferable to incurring the numerous difficulties which invariably surround the attempt 
to enforce payment by instalments. 

Under the present rules, if payment of the second moiety should be resisted, it would 
be extremely difficult to eject persons who by the very conditions of the case would have 
been in occupation of their lands for a period of two years. And again, if some of the 
landowners do pay their obligation, whilst others do not, a grievance arises out of the 
distinction. For these reasons, and for others adverted to in my previous Despatch, I 
shall still be glad that you should give this provision your reconsideration as to future 
sales. The terms of sales already effected cannot of course be altered. 

The proposed reservation of one-fourth of the lots in the proposed capital for sale in 
the United Kingdom and the British Colonies appears to me decidedly objectionable. It 
can be of no use except to stimulate the acquisition of property by non-residents. This 
is one of the worst evils to which a new community is liable. The lots are bought by 
speculators who hold them on a chance of a rise in value, with the effect in the mean- 
while of obstructing the progress of the town, interrupting its communications, and 
creating a nuisance to the holders of adjoining lots. ‘This provision should be rescinded, 
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and if there be any places either in the United Kingdom or in other Colonies, in which 
you have already empowered any agents to sell specific lots, you should immediately 
recall those powers, but recognizing of course any sales effected before the receipt of 
such revocation. 


I have, &c. 





Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) CARNARVON. 
tees ndecy ' bec! (In the absence of the Secretary of State.) 
No. 25. 
Copy of DESPATCH from Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor Douetas, C.B. 
(No. 63.) 
Sir, Downing Street, May 11, 1859. 


I nave received your Despatches, No. 76,* of the 15th of January, and No. 90,* of 
the 4th of February, on the subject of the erection of lighthouses in Fucas Straits and 
the approaches to Esquimalt Harbour. 

I transmit, for your information and guidance, the copies of a correspondence which 
has passed between the Admiralty, the Board of Trade, the Treasury, and this depart- 
ment on the subject. ! | 

You will perceive that the expense of the construction of the two lighthouses suggested 
by Captain Richards has been estimated by Captain Sulivan, of the Board of Trade, at 
7,000/.; and in compliance with my recommendation, the Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury have consented to advance this sum, on condition that one moiety of it shall 
be repaid by the Colonies of Vancouver’s Island and British Columbia jointly. 

The Board of ‘Trade have been requested to send out immediately from this country 
the necessary apparatus, and to give you any advice or information in their power; and 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have been requested to instruct the naval 
officers on the spot to give you every assistance, by their advice or otherwise, to facilitate 
the work. But you will distinctly understand that the responsibility of the selection of 
proper sites and of the superintendence of the works rests with yourself, and I need not 
impress upon you the necessity of promptness and energy in carrying out an undertaking 
which is calculated so materially to promote the commercial progress of the two Colonies 
under your government. ; 

With regard to the repayment by British Columbia and Vancouver's Island to the 
Imperial ‘Treasury of the moiety of the advance of 7,000/., | must leave it to you to 
decide the proportion of that sum which it would be equitable that each Colony should 
contribute, but I must instruct you that this debt should be paid within the earliest 
practicable period. 

I have, &c. 

Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) CARNARVON. 
&c. &c. &e. (In the absence of the Secretary of State.) 
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Office of Committee of Privy Council for ‘Trade, Whitehall, 
Srr, March 9, 1859. 

I am directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 22nd January last, transmitting, for the consideration of this Committee a 
copy of a report from Captain Richards of Her Majesty’s ship “ Plumper,” on the harbours of Van- 
couver’s Island on the coast of British Columbia. 

In reply, I am to request you to state to Secretary Sir E. B. Lytton, that as the lights in question 
do not appear to belong to the class of Imperial lights, it does not fall within the province of this 
department to form an opinion or to give any recommendation as to the propriety of their being 
established; I am, however, to transmit to you a copy of a memorandum which has been drawn up 
by Captain Sulivan, R.N., of this department, on the subject of these lights. 

% I have, Se. 

Herman Merivale, Esq., C.B. (Signed) James Boorn. 

&e. &e. &e. 


Sub-Enclosure. 
Memoranpum on Vancouver’s Istanp Licuts, by Carr. Sutrvan, R.N, 


‘THoucn these lights do not belong to the class of Imperial lights, and therefore do not come directly 
under the Board of Trade, the following remarks may be of assistance to the Secretary for the 
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The lights on the American shore having been completed, it is very desirable that those required on 
the Vancouver shore should also be erected as soon as possible. 

The sites recommended by Captain Richards should be adopted. ‘The two coast lights are equally 
important, and neither of them should be postponed. Hereafter another will be required, about 
midway between them, to make the coast quite safe. ‘The harbour light is also very necessary. 

I presume that the local government will have to be assisted with funds from the Imperial 


Government. Should this be decided on it will prevent further loss of time, as the lanterns and light 


apparatus, which have to be sent from England, could be ordered at once, and sent out in about three 
months from this. 

Whether the funds are supplied from the Imperial Government or not, I should strongly advise that 
the works in the Colony should be entirely carried on with local means and material, as the plan of 
sending iron towers and buildings from England has been attended with very great expense. ‘The 
lanterns and apparatus should alone be sent from this country, a drawing of the lantern and top of 
tower being sent immediately to the Colony for the information of the engineer who designs the towers. 

As the two American lights nearly opposite the proposed positions are fixed lights, those on the Van- 
couver shore should be revolving. As the American light on Smith’s Island is a revolving half minute 
light, the proposed light on Race Island should show a bright flash at intervals of ten seconds; that at 
Bonilla Point should have intervals of one minute. ‘The height of the land at these positions is 
not mentioned. If high, a position should, if possible, be found not exceeding 150 feet above the 
sea, in order to guard against the light being obscured by fog. If low, the tower should be high 
enough to have the light at least 100 feet above the sea ; about 150 feet being in either case the best 
height, if the land allows it. ; 

The lights for both these positions should be of the first order, and would cost about 2,800/. for each 
lantern and apparatus, besides the freight out. 

The cost of the work to be done in the Colony will depend much on the material at hand and the 
height of the towers; but if the assistance of the ships of war is given, the expense would be reduced 
greatly. ach lighthouse and dwelling may, I think, be estimated at from 3,000/. to 5,0002, according 
to circumstances, or about 7,000 for each, including lantern and apparatus. 

The harbour light need only be a fixed light of the fourth order. The lantern, &c. would cost 
about 6002. and the buildings, &c. perhaps 1,400/. 

The cost of the three lights complete would, therefore, be about 16,0002, but unfavourable ¢cireum- 
stances as to material, labour, &c. might increase this to even 20,000, but that ought to be the 
outside. é 

A single lighthouse of iron sent to the Bahamas, with engineer and workmen from England, has 
cost nearly 20,0002. ‘ 


(Signed) B. J. SuLivan. 
March 7, 1859. 
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Srr, Downing Street, March 31, 1859. 

Wiru reference to your letter of the 9th instant, I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Bulwer 
Lytton to transmit to you, for the consideration of the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for 
Trade, the enclosed copies of two Despatches* from the Governor of British Columbia, calling attention 
to the urgent necessity for the erection of lighthouses in Fucas Straits and the approaches to the 
harbour of Esquimalt, and I am to request to be informed whether the Lords of the Committee 
would wish to offer any further observations upon this subject. 

I am desired to request that you will state to their Lordships that this department cannot apply to 
Parliament for a grant of money for these necessary public works, nor has the Colony at present 
the means of paying for them. Under these circumstances, Sir E. Lytton would inquire whether their 
Lordships cannot include the required lighthouses within “the class of Imperial lights,” and give the 
Colony some assistance towards their erection out of the funds placed at their Lordships’ disposal for 
such services. 

Iam, &c. 
J. Booth, Esq. (Signed) H. Merivare. 
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Oftice of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, Whitehall, 
Sry April 7, 1859. 

I am directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 31st ultimo, transmitting copies of two Despatches from the Governor of 
British Columbia, calling attention to the urgent necessity for the erection of lighthouses in Fucas 
Strait, and the approaches to the harbour of Esquimalt; and stating?that as the Colonial Office cannot 
apply to Parliament for a grant of money for these necessary public works, and as the Colony has not 
at present the means of paying for them, Sir E. B. Lytton is desirous of being informed whether my 
Lords cannot include the required lighthouses within “the class of Imperial lights,” and give the 
Colony some assistance towards their erection out of the funds placed at their disposal for such 
services. 

In reply, my Lords direct me to state that, whilst there can be no doubt of the importance of the 
proposed lights, they are required for the trade of the Colony, and not, as in the case of the lights in 
the Bahamas and elsewhere, for the trade which merely passes the Colony. 

Under these circumstances they are lights which should, my Lords think, if practicable, be erected 
and maintained by and at the cost of the Colony rather than the Home Government. 
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But even if the lights in question could be said to belong to the class of Imperial lights, ze. of 
lights which the Home Government is bound to erect or maintain for the purposes of the general 
passing trade, their Lordships would still have no funds at their disposal out of which to erect or 
maintain them. m998 

The only funds out of which my Lords can pay the expenses of Colonial lights are, first, sums raised 
by levying tolls under the Act 18 & 19 Vict. c. 91.; and, secondly, sums voted by Parliament 
- The present case does not appear to be one in which it is desirable to levy tolls under the Act in 
question, since the only trade which would pay the tolls is the trade of the Colony, and the Colony can 
itself, if so disposed, levy tolls on account of the lights in its own ports. 

And as regards monies voted by Parliament, it 1s to be observed that the only votes are votes taken 
by the Treasury on the responsibility of this department for the services of ‘special lighthouses 
mentioned in the votes. 

If, notwithstanding the fact that these lights cannot be classed as Imperial lights, the circumstances 
of the Colony of British Columbia are such as to make it proper that these lights should be erected 
with Imperial instead of Colonial funds those circumstances are matters within the cognizance of the 
Colonial Office, rather than of this department; and if it is thought right that a vote for the purpose 
should be taken by the Treasury, the vote, should my Lords think, be taken on the responsibility of the 
Colonial Office, and the application to the Treasury for the purpose should be made by that office. 

If it should be decided to take a vote for the purpose, my Lords will be glad to give their best 
advice and assistance in the matter. 

At the same time they could not, without obtamimg further local information, state with accuracy 
and certainty what the expense to be incurred in the Colony in erecting these lights will be. 

A copy of a further memorandum by Captain Sulivan, R.N., on the character and probable cost 
of these lights is enclosed, for Sir E. B. Lytton’s information. 
os I have, &c. 
Herman Merivale, Esq., C.B. (Signed) James Boorn. 
. Se. &e. &e. 


Sub-Enclosure. 
Memoranpvm by Capt. Suttvan, R.N. 


Tuer importance of the two lights more particularly alluded to by Captain Richards cannot be 
overstated. 

If these two lights only are proceeded with at present, and if a 2nd order light, 80 feet above 
the sea, is adopted for Race Rocks, as suggested by Captain Richards, the cost will be much less than 
I have before stated. I think the tower, &c., of Race Rocks could probably be built for 3,0002, as 
it is now stated that materials are close at hand. A 2nd order flashing light apparatus would cost 
about 1,500/. to 1,7002, so that the whole expense would probably not exceed 5,000/. 

The harbour light would probably be about 2,000/ If a grant of 7,000/. were made by the 
Treasury, these two lights might be proceeded with at once. ‘The Colony ought soon to be m a 
position to repay the cost, or a toll might be levied on the shipping entering ports in the Colony that 
would soon repay this small sum. ‘The local government might undertake their maintenance. 

I quite agree with Captain Richards in his suggestions, with the exception of his proposing a fixed 
light for Race Rocks. As the light on the American shore nearly opposite is fixed, this light should 
be flashing. 

‘I should have preferred a lst order light for Race Rocks, 100 feet high, but as the great difficulty 
is the expense, the 2nd order, 80 feet high, will reduce that considerably. 

I would desire more especially to point out that the trade through this strait must be rapidly 
increasing, that in long winter nights it will be dangerous to navigate such a strait without. these 
lights, that the light at Dungeness on the American shore will be of no use to vessels rounding Race 
Island bound either to Ksquimalt or Victoria, and that the wreck of a single British vessel might 
entail on persons in this country a loss far exceeding the cost of these two lights, or even of the three 
lights proposed, while the value of each of the ships of war on the station is far greater. 

(Signed) B. J. SuLivan, 





Enclosure 4 in No. 25. 7 


Sir, Downing Street, April 29, 1859. 
I am directed by Secretary Sir E. B. Lytton to transmit to you, for the consideration of the 
Lords Commissioners of the ‘Treasury, the enclosed copies of a correspondence which has passed 
between Governor Douglas, the Board of ‘Trade, the Admiralty, and this department relative to the 
erection of lighthouses in Fucas Straits, and the approaches to Esquimalt Harbour, Vancouver’s Island. 
Sir Edward Lytton thinks that it is difficult to overrate the importance to the interests both of 
British Columbia and Vancouver's Island, and also of the British shipping repairing to those Colonies, 
of the construction of the lighthouses requisite for the safe navigation of these waters. Independently 


of the losses from shipwreck which, failing such protection, must fall on the British merchant, and on _ 


the country at large in the event of the loss of any ships of war, the amount of which would far 
exceed the cost of the lighthouses, the reputation for danger which the navigatio& would in coa- 
sequence acquire would have the effect of deterring trade from resorting to the Colonies, and a 
serious injury would be inflicted on their commercial progress. 

But although Sir Edward Lytton fully admits that Colonial as well as British interests are deeply 
concerned in the erection of the lighthouses, he fears that it would be impossible, at this early stage of 
the development of the resources of British Columbia and Vancouver's Island, to throw upon them the 
whole cost of their construction, while to delay the.work until the Colonies are in a position to defray 
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this expense, would be to incur the evils above adverted to, which promptness in carrying out this 
undertaking alone can obviate. ; 

Under these circumstances, Sir E. Lytton would recommend to their Lordships, as a matter of 
national importance and concern, that application should be made to Parliament for a vote to establish the 
two lighthouses recommended by the Board of Trade in their letter of the 7th April. The whole 
estimated cost is 7,000 Of this sum, Sir Edward is of opinion that one moiety could be defrayed by 
British Columbia and Vancouver's Island, leaving the other moiety to be defrayed from Imperial funds. 
The cost of maintaining the lights would be borne by the Colonies. But as the matter is very urgent, 
Sir Edward would strongly recommend that a vote should be taken for the whole amount, leaving the 
Colonial proportion of the cost to be repaid by the Colonial Governments. Should their Lordships 
accede to this proposal, Sir E. Lytton will at once direct the necessary instructions to Governor 
Douglas for the repayment to the Imperial exchequer of the sum thus advanced. 

I am to request to be favoured with an early intimation of their Lordships’ decision, as Sir E. 
Lytton would be glad to be able to communicate with Governor Douglas by the next mail, which 
leaves England on the Ist proximo. 


G. A Hamilton, Esq. lam &e. 
&. &e. &e. (Signed) T. Frep«. Evvior. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 25. 


Sir, Admiralty, March 28, 1859. 

Wirt reference to your letter of the 22nd of January, transmitting a copy of the report of 
Captain Richards on the harbours of Vancouver’s Island and the coast of British Columbia, I am 
commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request you will lay before Secretary Sir 
Bulwer Lytton the accompanying copy of a report from the Hydrographer in regard to the 
suggestions of Captain Richards for the lighting of Juan de Fuca Strait and the approach to 
Esquimalt Harbour. 

| I am, &e. 

The Under Secretary of State, Colonial Office. (Signed) H. Corry. 





Sub-Enclosure. 
Licurs required on Vancouver Isuanp. 


Wiru reference to that portion of Captain Richards’ report on the harbours of Vancouver's 
Island, transmitted to the Admiralty from the Colonial Office, I entirely concur with him in the 
necessity of lighting the Juan de Fuca Strait and the approach to Esquimalt Harbour with the least 
possible delay. . 

The United States Government have placed lights on their own territory at Cape Classet or Flat- 
tery, New Dungeness, and on Smith or Blunt Island; the two former are fred lights, the last is revolv- 
ing every half minute. Captain Richards proposes to light the Vancouver shore of this strait by a 
light at Bonilla point (or possibly Cape Beale may be found a more advantageous position), by a light 
on the Race Islands, and by a harbour light at Esquimalt. 

In these positions generally I entirely concur; the exact site should, I think, be left to those on the 
spot to determine. ‘The only general principles to lay down are, that all the lights on the British shore 
of Fuca Strait should be quick revolving or flashing, to distinguish them from the fixed lights on the 
mainland of the United States territory; that they should be dioptic or by lenses; that they should not 
be placed at an elevation exceeding 150 feet above the level of the sea on account of the prevalence of 
fog, and that a fog bell should be attached to each lighthouse. 

A bell buoy or a pilot vessel, showing a ball by day and a light by night, should also be stationed at 
the entrance of Fraser River; some small chain for mooring spar buoys gn the river will also be 
required. 

e it is important that these lights be shown as early as possible, and as they can have no means in 
the Colony of preparing lanterns, lighting apparatus, fog bells, &c., I submit for their Lordships’ 
approval, that the Colonial Office be requested to communicate with the Board of Trade (should they 
not already have done so), asking them to give immediate orders to have the light apparatus, &c. put in 
hand, and to undertake the superintendence of it, as well as of the fog bells; and that drawings, 
showing the dimensions of the lanterns, be sent out to Vancouver Island, with instructions to the 
Governor to appoint a committee to decide on the exact sites for the lights, and at once to set about the 
erection of the lighthouses, preparatory to the arrival of the lanterns and light apparatus. 

(Signed) Joun WASHINGTON. 

March 25, 1859. Hydrographer. 

I annex a chart of Vancouver Island, showing in red the proposed positions of the respective 
lighthouses. 

The question of payment, whether by the Imperial Government or by the Colony, I would submit 
might stand over to be settled hereafter. The great point is, that no delay should occur in giving 
orders to prepare the light apparatus. 

, J... 


Enclosure 6 in No. 25. 
Sir, Admiralty, April 20, 1859. 
I sm commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to forward to you, to be laid 
before Her Majesty’s Principal Seeretary of State for the Colonies, a copy of a letter from Rear- 
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Admiral Baynes, C.B., Commander-in-Chief in the Pacific, pointing out the pressing necessity for lights _Brrris 
on Vancouver’s Island, both at the Race Rocks and at the entrance of Esquimalt Harbour, in which CoLumpra, 


recommendation their Lordships entirely concur. ates 
I am, &e. 
The Under Secretary of State, Colonial Office. (Signed) H. Corry. 
Sub-Enclosure. Sub-Enclosure, 


Vancouver Isuanp LigurHouses. 


Ganges in Esquimalt Harbour, Vancouver Island, 
Sir, November 2, 1858. 

I nave to request that you will bring to the notice of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
the great want which is felt by all vessels coming to Vancouver Island of a light on the north shore 
of the Straits of Juan de Fuca. 

2nd. The Americans have three on the south side: one on Cape Flattery, or Classet; one on New 
Dungeness; and one on Smith’s Island, at the entrance of the Straits of Rosario. 

3rd. I would strongly recommend that a light be placed on the Race Islands or Rocks, and a 
harbour light at Esquimalt, which would enable vessels to enter the harbour at any time of night; at 
present it is almost impossible after dusk, the entrance being so difficult to distinguish. 

4th. It would also be very desirable, though not of so much consequence, to have a light on Bonilla 
point, opposite Cape Flattery ; this would render the navigation of the strait at all times easy. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) R. Lampr. Baynes, 
The Secretary of the Admiralty. Rear-Admiral, Commander-in-Chief. 





‘nelosure 7 i 25 ; 
‘nclosure 7 in No. 25. Enclosure? iif 


Srr, Treasury Chambers, May 4, 1859. No, 25. 
In reply to Mr. Elliot’s letter of the 29th ultimo, enclosing copies of a correspondence which 

has passed relative to the erection of lighthouses in Tucas Straits and the approaches to Esquimalt 

harbour, Vancouver's Island, I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 

to acquaint you, for the information of Sir KE. Bulwer Lytton, that my Lords approve of measures being 

taken for sending out immediately from this country the apparatus required for the two lighthouses 

proposed to be erected. 

They also approve of the sum of seven thousand pounds being inserted in the estimate for British 
Columbia, with the understanding that one-half of that sum will be hereafter repaid from Colonial 
funds, and that the contribution from Imperial funds towards the erection of the lighthouses will be 
limited to three thousand five hundred pounds. . 

Their Lordships are of opinion that it would be inexpedient to place any portion of this charge upon 
the general estimate for lighthouses abroad, and that it would be desirable to include it for the present 
with the other items which are to be repaid wholly or in part from the revenues of British Columbia and 
Vancouver's Island. 

Adverting to the excessive expenditure already incurred in the attempt to erect a lighthouse on the 
Basses Rocks off the coast of Ceylon, attributable in a great degree to the want of a proper and clear 
understanding as to the parties upon whom devolved the responsibility of the work, my Lords request 
that Sir E. B. Lytton will make Governor Douglas fully aware that, although the Board of Trade 
will readily afford any advice or information, and will send out from this country the lighting apparatus, 
they decline undertaking any responsibility as to the selection of the site or the construction of the 
towers ; and my Lords, in sanctioning the estimate of 7,000/, trust that Sir . B. Lytton will instruct 
Governor Douglas to consider himself responsible for the adoption of proper means for selecting the 
site, and haying the construction of the work properly superintended. 

I am, &e. 


H. Merivale, Esq. (Signed) Gro. A. HAmMILTon. 
&e. &e. 





No. 26. No, 26, 
Copy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Douc.as, ©.B. é 
(No. 64.) 


Sir, , Downing Street, May 14, 1859. 

I uave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 123,* of the 25th of * page 70, 
March last, containing an account of the progress of British Columbia since the date of 
your last general report, and enclosing a letter from Mr. Downie, stating the result 
of explorations which he had carried on under your sanction in Jarvis’ Inlet and 
Desolation Sound. 


I have, &c. : } 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) CARNARVON. 
&e. Ke. . (In the absence of the Secretary of State.) 
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No. 27. 


Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E, B/ Lyrtow,-Bart:, ‘to Governor 
Douetas, C.B. 


(No. 67.) 
SIR, Downing Street, May 20, 1859. 

I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 114,* of the 14th of 
March, on the subject of the policy to be observed towards the Indian tribes, and 
containing your opinion as to the feasibility of locating the Indians in native villages, 
with a view to their protection and civilization. ; 

I am glad to find that your sentiments respecting the treatment of the native races are 
so much in accordance with my own, and I trust that your endeavours to conciliate and 
promote the welfare of the Indians will be followed by all persons whom circumstances 
may bring into contact with them. But whilst making ample provision under the arrange- — 
ments- proposed for the future sustenance and improvement of the native tribes, you will, 
I am persuaded, bear in mind the importance of exercising due care in laying out and 
defining the several reserves, so as to avoid checking at a future day the progress of the 
white colonists. 


I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) CARNARVON. 
&c. &c. (In the absence of the Secretary of State.) 

No. 28. 

Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dovuenas. 

(No. 70.) 
Sir, Downing Street, May 23, 1859. 


I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your private letter of the 10th February, in 
which you represent the inadequacy of the salary assigned to the office of Governor of 
British Columbia. 

The frankness with which you have explained yourself in a matter of personal concen 
and of much delicacy is fully appreciated by me. It relieves me of the embarrassment 
which often attends communications upon such subjects, and enables me to address you 
with corresponding candour. 

It is impossible for me to question for a moment the statements you make as to the 
expenses unavoidably devolving upon you as the Governor of Vancouver’s Island and 
British Columbia, nor the present extreme dearness of every necessary of life in those 
Colonies. I yield, therefore, to the conviction that your emoluments have been fixed at 
too low a rate, and [am prepared to sanction an addition to your salary of 1,200/. out of the 
local receipts of the current vear, provided that the Revenue of British Columbia amounts 
in the aggregate to not less than 50,000/. ‘The numerous Despatches which I have ad- 
dressed to you explaining the impossibility of imposing on this country any of the charges 
of Government for a Colony which has been forced into existence by its gold discoveries, 
relieve me of the task of repeating that I cannot depart from the principle by which, in this 
respect, I have been guided from the outset. You will accordingly distinctly understand, 
that whilst I am happy to meet your wishes to the extent above named, the addition in 
question can only be made out of Colonial resources, and on the condition stated. 


I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. ° (Signed) CARNARVON, 
&e. &e. (In the absence of the Secretary of State.) 

No. 29. 

Copy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., to Governor 
Dovue.as. 

(No. 71.) 
Sir, Downing Street, May 24, 1859. 


I Have to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatches, No. 9,* of the 3d of 
November last, and No. 92,* of the 4th of February, reporting the site which you had 
selected on the banks of the Fraser River for the capital and seaport of British Columbia, 
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I am glad to perceive that both Colonel Moody and yourself agree in opinion that the 
locality you have described is the one best adapted for the purpose. It appears to have 
been judiciously selected, and I have to approve the steps you have taken to survey and 
subdivide the site into building lots for sale. 

I communicated your Despatch to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty and the 
Secretary of State for War, and I transmit to you, for your information, the copies of the letters 
which I have received from those departments in answer. I have to call your attention 
to the remarks offered by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty with regard to the 
necessity for stationing a pilot vessel at the entrance of the river, and to the selection of 
a port in the northern portion of the Colony. 


I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) CARNARVON. 
&ec. &e. (In the absence of the Secretary of State.) 


Enclosure 1 in No. 29. 


Srr, Admiralty, May 10, 1859. 

Havrine laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter of the 26th January 
last, with its enclosures from the Governor of British Columbia on the subject of the establishment of 
a seaport town for that Colony, on which Secretary Sir Edward Lytton wished to receive any obser- 
yations which my Lords might have to offer on this important matter, I am commanded by their 
Lordships to acquaint you, for the information of Sir k. Lytton, that if Vancouver’s Island be 
included, there is no doubt but that Esquimalt is the best harbour in the vicinity of the Colony of 
British Columbia, and that on its shores would be the site for a seaport town. The harbour is easy 
of access, it has sufficient depth of water for the largest ships, ample space, good shelter, fresh water, 
a large supply of timber fit for ships’ masts and shipbuilding, and every requisite for a harbour, 
either naval or mercantile, and from its natural advantages must be eventually one of the great sea- 
ports of this part of the coast. 

Vancouver's Island, however, is not at present within the limits of the Colony of British Columbia; 
and if a site for a seaport town within those limits is required, my Lords are not aware (until a more 
extended survey is made) that a better can be found, in the southern part of the Colony, than on the 
Fraser River, at the spot pointed out by Governor Douglas, just above Annacis Island of the charts, 
on the north bank of the stream, at about 14 nautical miles within the sand heads, and 10 miles 
below Fort Langley. It is here that the rising ground begins; the river is 400 yards broad, or wider 
and deeper than the Thames at London Bridge; the shore is bold, suitable for wharves and quays for 
vessels to lie alongside, and ships with a fair wind might reach so far without difficulty under sail. 
The site is well placed, locally, in a military point of view, and it has the river between it and the 
boundary line. It is, however, not far from the frontier. 

The channel into the river, as far as is yet known, is rather tortuous; it is reported to have a depth 
of 18 feet at low water, with a six feet rise of tide, and it is not exposed to any very heavy sea. When 
Captain Richards, in Her Majesty’s ship “ Plumper,” can find time to examine the bar and buoy off 
the channel, it may prove to be better. 

Should this site be adopted, it would be absolutely necessary to station a pilot vessel at the entrance 
of the river, which should also be fitted to serve as a light-ship by night, and should sound a gong or 
ring a bell in foggy weather. 

With respect to a site for a seaport town in the more northern portion of the Colony, it would be better 
that this question be postponed until Captain Richards has had an opportunity of examining the coast. 
There are numerous inlets, but at present the information is so limited that it would be unwise to 
hazard a conjecture as to the next best site. 

I have, &e. 
Herman Merivale, Esq., C.B. (Signed) W. G. Romaine. 
&e. &e. &e. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 29. 
Sir, . War Office, April 30, 1859. 

I am directed by Secretary Major-General Peel to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 12th instant, covering the copy of a Despatch and of its enclosure from the Governor of British 
Columbia respecting a site for the seat of government in that Colony, and I am to observe that it is 
to be regretted Lieutenant-Governor Moody’s report is unaccompanied by any plan or sketch, which 
if only sufficient to mark the locality in a very slight degree, would have afforded a more perfect 
understanding of the particulars adverted to; but so far, however, as can be judged from a written 
description, the conclusions in the report seem very sensible and well-judged. 

: I have, &e. 
The Under Secretary of State, Colonial Office. (Signed) B. Hawes. 
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DESPATCHES FROM THE GOVERNOR. 


Number and Date. 


April 8, 1859 
(No. 127.) 


April 11, 1859 
(No. 129.) 


April 11, 1859 
(No. 135.) 


April 12, 1859 
(No. 136.) 


April 12, 1859 
(No. 137.) 


April 25, 1859 
(No. 141.) 


April 25, 1859 
(No. 143.) 


May 8, 1859 - 
(No. 150.) 


May 12, 1859 - 
(No. 153.) 


May 14, 1859 » 
(No. 154.) 


May 23, 1859 - 
(No. 156.) 


May 25, 1859 - 
(No. 158.) 


June 6, 1859 - 
(No. 165.) 


June 8, 1859 - 
(No. 167.) 


July 1, 1859 - 
(No. 175.) 


July 2, 1859 - 
(No. 182.) 


July 2, 1859 - 
(No. 183.) 











SUBJECT. 


ABSTRACT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE to 
the 23rd of February with remarks on the expediency of esta- 
blishing an ASSAY OFFICE at Vancouvers’ idand tor British 
Columbia - - - - - - 


CONSTRUCTION OF ROAD BY HARRISON’S RIVER. 
Expenses amounting 14,000/. paid out of Local Revenue re- 
ported - - - - - - - 


ASSAY OFFICE. Further as to a Ste EnCy oF cane an 
Assay Office - - 


GENERAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE COLONY 


TRANSFER OF FOREIGN FOR BRITISH REGISTERS. 


For the navigation of Fraser’s River - - - - 


EXPENSES OF THE COLONY Announces that the Colony 
will be able to meet its expenses and ultimately repay the 
advances made from Imperial Funds — - - - - 


GENERAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE COLONY. 
Earnings of Miners at the Bars below Fort Yale - - 


GENERAL REPORT. snnoune the TRS state of the 
Colony - . - Fs L 


OLD LANGLEY. Reasons for selecting it as the site of a com- 
mercial town - - - « : = 


GOLD AND COPPER QUARTZ. Reports the existence of 


rich diggings in the upper country - - - - 


LAND SALES. Observations relative to the system of Land 
Sales and Mining Licences - - - . é 


ESTABLISHMENT OF A MINT. eS pas a ple ms 
Captain Gosset, the Treasurer - 


LAND SALES. Reporting the sale of town lots at Queens- 
borough, and enclosing statement of amount realised - - 


GENERAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE COLONY. 
ENCLOSES REPORT BY MR. BEGBIE - - - 


ADMISSION OF BARRISTERS isa ATTORNEYS to 


practise inthe Court - “ - - - 


POLICE FORCE. Forwarding statement supplying the inform- 
ation called for by Despatch No. 48 of the llth April 1859 - 


EXPENSES OF THE COLONY. Acknowledging Despatch 
No. 50 in reference to the purchase of a Steam Boat, and to the 
Financial State of the Colony « - - - - 
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Number 
in Number and Date. SUBJECT. Page. 
Series. 
18 . July 4, 1859 - - | GENERAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE COLONY. 
(No. 185.) Declared value of Imports for the quarter ending 30th June 
amounts to 4¥247,755, and the Revenue derived from Customs 
Duties for the same period amounts to 4,133/. 16s. - -| 28 
lg | July 6,1859 - - PROVISIONAL APPOINTMENTS. Return of enclosed - 31 
(No. 189.) 
20 | July 23, 185 - - | LIGHT HOUSES. Relative to the erection of on pointy “3 
(No. 194.) Straits of Fuca - - - 31 
21 | August 16,1859 -| REPORT OF SURVEY OF THE DISTRICTS BORDER- 
(No. 201.) ING ON THE THOMPSON, FRASER, AND HARRISON 
RIVERS, BY LIEUT. RICHARD MAYNE, R.N. - - | $82 
22 August 17, 1859 - | NEW WESTMINSTER. Enclosing Proclamation that the town 
(No. 204.) heretofore known as Queensborough shall henceforth be called 
and known as “ New Westminster ” - - - -| 39 
23 | August 18,1859 - | RECONNAISSANCE OF THE HARRISON AND LIL- 
(No. 206.) LOUET ROUTE TO THE UPPER FRASER BY LIEUT. 
W.S. PALMER, R.E. - - - - - | 40 
24. August 23, 1859 - | GENERAL REPORT. Satisfactory progress of the Colony. 
(No. 207.) Money required for carrying on the waggon road from Douglas 
to the Upper Fraser ; probably might be completed for 30,0001. 
General prosperity of the gold-diggers. Reports the departure 
from Vancouver’s Island of 100 gold diggers to sia ipists * Queen 
Charlotte’s Island - - -| 49 
25 | September 13, 1859- | PROCLAMATIONS enclosed as under : 
‘No. 218.) No. 7. Naturalization of Aliens. 
» 8. Oaths Act, 1859. 
»5 9. Customs Duties on Imports. 
» 10. Tonnage, Pilotage and Harbour Dues. 
prae  Pee bY do. Amendment. 
» 12. Spirit Licences, &c. 
» 13. Gold Fields Act and Regulations- - - 51 
96 | October 18,1859 -| GENERAL REPORT ON THE CONDITION OF THE 
(No. 224.) COLONY. Reports official tour to the towns of New West- 
minster, Langley, Douglas, Fort Hope and Yale, and an Inspec- 
tion of the Mining Districts. The “‘ Gold Fields’ Act” met with 
the approval of the mining population. Imports for the quarter 
ending 30th September amounted to 207,848 dollars, and the 
Customs for the same period amounted to 5,202. - - | 65 
27 November 10, 1859 - | SALE OF CROWN LANDS, relative to - - - 69 
(No. 231.) 
298 | November 16, 1859 - | POSTAL COMMUNICATION BEB W EEN SAN FRANCISCO 
(No. 234.) AND VICTORIA, relative to > - 1] a 
29 | November 21, 1859 - | GOLD EXPLORATIONS. REPORT BY MR. WM. DOWNIE 
(No. 235.) of his journey to Queen Charlotte's Island, and thence by Fort 
Simpson to the interior of British Columbia. Gold in small 
quantities found on the Skeena River, also extensive beds of 
coal - - - - - - - - | 70 
30 | December 22, 1859 - | PROCLAMATIONS transmitted. No. 14, “ British Columbia 
(No. 239.) Small Debts Act, 1859,” and No. 15, “ British Columbia Joint 
Stock Companies Act, 1859.” - - - : -| 76 
31 | December 22, 1859 - | PROCLAMATION transmitted. No. 16, imposing a charge of 
| (Ne. 240.) 12s. per ton on all goods transported from New Westminster to 
| any place in British Columbia - . - - -| 77 
32 | December 23, 1859 - | RESERVES OF LAND FOR-NAVAL PURPOSES in Burrard’s 
(No. 241.) Inlet. Transmitting letter from Colonel Moody on the subject - 78 
$3 | January 9, 1860 - | REPORT ON THE COUNTRY BETWEEN FORT HOPE 
(No. 1.) ON THE FRASER RIVER AND FORT COLVILLE ON 
THE COLUMBIA RIVER, BY LIEUTENANT H. 
SPENCER PALMER, R.E. Transmitted - - -| 79 


SCHEDULE. 
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Number 
in Number and Date. SUBJECT. Page. 
Series. 
34 | January 12,1860. - | RETURN OF THE VALUE OF IMPORTS AND CUSTOMS 

(No. 2.) RECEIPTS AT NEW WESTMINSTER FOR THE 
TWELVE MONTHS ENDING 3lst DECEMBER 1859. 
Customs, 18,464/. Imports, 177,2190. 7s. 5d. - - - 89 

35 | January 12,1860 - | PROCLAMATION (No. 17.) REGULATING PRE-EMPTION 
(No. 5.) OF AGRICULTURAL LAND. Transmitted - - - {| 90 
36 | January 24,1860 - | REPORT BY H. M. BALL, Esq.. ON THE STATE AND 

(No. 8.) PROSPECTS OF THE GOLD REGIONS SITUATED 
IN THE VALLEY OF FRASER’S RIVER AND ITS 
TRIBUTARY STREAMS, BETWEEN LYTTON AND 
QUESENEL RIVER. Transmitted - - - -| 92 

$7 | January 24,1860 - | ASSAY OFFICE. Acknowledging Despatch No. ee announce 

(No. 9.) the establishment of an Assay Office - 94: 

388 | January 25,1860 - | ASSAY OFFICE. Piette Mespatcn be Bis: on the 
(No. 10.) same subject - 94: 
39 | January 25, 1860 ASSAY OFFICE. Sa a ee Pevatcn No. 32, in reference 
(No. 11.) to its establishment - - | 94 
40 | January 26,1860 -| RESIDENCE OF THE CIVIL OFFICERS OF THE GO-| 95 
VERNMENT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.’ In re to the 
Secretary of State’s Despatch on this subject - 
41 | January Q7, 1860 - | PROCLAMATION (No. 18) authorizing the Chief Commissioner 

(No. 15.) of Land and Works to sell town, suburban, and agricultural 
lands which have been offered for sale at public auction and 
remain unsold, at the upset price. Transmitted - -| 95 

DESPATCHES FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
Peiwone 39,1859 °- - | GENERAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE COLONY. 
/ (No. 75.) Acknowledging Governor’s Despatch No. 136 - - -| 97 
2 | June 4, 1859 - - | CONSTRUCTION OF ROAD BY HARRISON’S RIVER. 

(No. 76.) Acknowledging Governor’s Despatch No. 129. Expresses satis- 
faction at the Revenue of the Colony being able to poey the 
entire cost - - - - 2) aR 

3 | June 30, 1859 - - | TRANSFER OF REGISTERS OF SHIPS NAVIGATING 
; (No. 3.) THE FRASER RIVER - - - - - “1h 9E 
4 | July 4, 1859 - - | MINERAL DISCOVERIES. Acknowledging Governor’s De- 

(No. 5.) spatch No. 154, in which he reports the existence of rich dig- 
gings in the Upper Country, and the Bec a of GOLD se? be 
COPPER QUARTZ - . - 98 

5 | July 28, 1859 - - | LAND SALES. Se CMG p> rig ba s pera phy bie 

(No. 9.) on this subject = - 98 
6 | August 5, 1859 - | DISPOSAL OF CRIMINALS. In reply to Governor’s Despatch 

(No. 10.) No. 39, requesting instructions on this subject - - - | 98 
7 | August 29,1859 -| CONVEYANCE OF. MAILS. are Decision of Her 

(No. 13.) Majesty’s Government as to - - - =P. 96 
8 | September 5,1859 - | REGULATION OF TRADE WITH INDIANS.  Encloses 

(No. 14.) | Imperial Act 22 & 23 ,Vict. c. 26, “ to make further provisions 
* for the Regulation of the Trade with the Indians, and for the 
** Administration of Justice in the North-western Territories of 
« America ” - - - - - - | 99 

9 | September 5, 1859 - | PROVISIONAL APPOINTMENTS. In reply to Governor's 

(No. 15.) Despatch, No. 189. Instructing him to furnish a quarterly 

return of new appointments and changes in offices - -} 100 
10 | September 5, 1859 - | GENERAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE COLONY, 

(No. 16.) AND MR. JUSTICE BEGBIE’S REPORT OF HIS EXPE- 
DITION. Acknowledging Governor’s Despatch, No. 167, ane 
thanking him for the information contained therein - 101 





SCHEDULE. 


A 3 








vi SCHEDULE. 





Number 
in Number and Date. SUBJECT. Page. 


Series. 





11 | September 5, 1859 - | RESIDENCE OF CIVIL OFFICERS OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF BRITISH Specht oon st Om 
Servants to reside in the Colony 101 


12 | September 19, 1859- | ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ASSAY OFFICE AND RE- 
(No. 22.) FINERY. Announces that Her Majesty’s Government have 
given their sanction to this measure - - - - | 101 


13 | September 23, 1859-'| MILITARY EXPENDITURE. Relative to the proportions to 


(No. 24.) . be borne respectively by the Imperial and Colonial Governments | 102 
14 | September 29, 1859- | ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ASSAY OFFICE AND RE- 
(No. 27.) FINERY. Transmitting copy of a correspondence with the 
Treasury relative to the arrangements for carrying this measure 
into operation - - - - - - - | 102 
15 | October 20,1859 - | RECONNAISSANCE OF THE HARRISON AND LILLOVET 
(No. 29.) ROUTE TO THE UPPER FRASER, BY LIEUTENANT 
PALMER, R.E. Ti com Coreranye a trans- 
mitting it - ~ - 104 


16 | October 20,1859 - | REPORT OF SURVEY OF THE DISTRICTS BORDER- 
(No. 30.) ING ON THE THOMPSON, FRASER AND HARRISON 
RIVERS, BY LIEUTENANT RICHARD MAYNE, R.N., 

Acknowledging Governor’s Despatch transmitting the Report ~ | 104 


17 | October 21,1859 -| GUN BOATS. Stating that two gun ie had been dopa 
(No. 31.) to British Columbia - - - - 104 
18 | October 21, 1859 - | ASSAY OFFICE AND REFINERY. Informing the Governor 


that the Master of the Mint had been authorized to carry into 


(No. 32.) 
effect the arrangements which have been proposed for the 





establishment of an Assay Office and Refinery - - - | 105 
19 October 28, 1859 -| EXPENSES OF THE COLONY. Acknowledges Governor’s 
(No. 33,) Despatch, No. 207, containng a GENERAL REPORT ON 


THE STATE OF THE COLONY, and with reference to a 
suggestion therein for pecuniary assistance in the construction 
of Roads, again impresses the necessity of the ess BD a 


the funds for such purposes” - - - 105 
20 | January 7,1860 -j| DISPOSAL OF CROWN LANDS. Enclosing a_ proposed 
(No. 3.) scheme by Captain Clarke for the disposal of Crown Lands in 
British Columbia, and requesting the Governor to report on its 
applicability to the circumstances of the Colony - ~ - | 106 
oh February 18,1860 - | CROWN LANDS. Relative to the disposal of - - - | 108 
(No. 9.) . 
22 | February 28,1860 - | RESERVE OF LAND FOR NAVAL PURPOSES. Ac- 
(No. 12.) knowledging Governor’s Despatch, No. 241, on this subject _ - | 108 


23 | April 16, 1860 - | PROCLAMATIONS, acknowledging receipt of. 
(No. 17.) No. 7. Naturalization of Aliens. 
» 8. Oaths Act, 1859. 
», 9. Custom Duties on Imports. 
» 10. Tonnage, Pilotage, and Harbour Dues. 
pie § Eyee i”. do. Amendment. 
», 12. Spirit Licences. X 
» 13. Gold Field Act and Regulations. 
Stating that a separate Despatch will be addressed to the 
Governor, respecting the Aliens Act, and that Her Majesty 
had sanctioned the others - - - - 1 


24 | April 16, 1860 - | PROCLAMATION, NATURALIZATION OF ALIENS. 
(No. 18.) Relating to - : - - - - - | 109 
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Despatches from Governor Douglas. 


No. 1. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart, M.P. 


(No. 127.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, April 8, 1859. 
(Received May 28, 1859.) 
Sir, (Answered No. 22, Sept. 19, 1859, page 101.) 

I wave the honour of transmitting herewith for your information, an Abstract of 
the Revenue and Expenditure of the Colony of British Columbia, taken from the 
accounts of that Colony, which have been made up ina clear and intelligible form, to 
the 23rd day of February 1859. 


2. Those books comprise all our financial transactions up to that period. It will be 
observed, that the income derived from the various sources therein shown, amounts to 
the sum of 22,924/. 1s. 5d., and the expenditure for the same period to 25,0591. 6s. 4d., 
exceeding the income by the sum of 2,135/, 4s. 11d. 


8. To meet that deficiency there is on the other hand the sum of 10,284/. 19s. 9d. 
remaining, partly in cash at Langley, and partly due on the sale of town lots, at the ‘same 
place; a small sum invested in Government buildings, and in aid of the Harrison’s 
river road, which leaves a balance on that date exceeding 8,000/. in favour of the 
Colony. 


Some petty balances may remain outstanding at Fort Hope, Yale, and Lytton, 
which were not received in time to be incorporated with those accounts ; but such sums 
will be paid out of the current revenues of those districts. 


At the towns of Lytton, Hope, and Yale, which were surveyed and laid out into 
building lots last autumn, no sales have yet been made, but instructions have been 
conveyed to the Commissioner of Lands and Works, to bring those lands into the market 
with as little delay as may be convenient. 


4. The construction of the Harrison or Lillooet road has been the great source of 
outlay this season, that work having cost the Colony nearly 14,000/. 


5. Large as the outlay may appear, it very inadequately represents the value of this 
important public work, which has removed the difficulty of access, and the great 
impediment to the development of the mineral regions of British Columbia. 


6. The outlay for all other objects connected with the Colony, including 2,300/. applied 
in defraying the extra pay allowed, for one quarter, to the officers and ships companies 
of Her Majesty’s ships “ Satellite” and “Plumper” forms the moderate sum of 11,059/. 
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7. The removal of the intended sea port town, from Langley to Queensborough, has 


CoLUMBIA. Caused a depression in the Public Revenue, arising from sales of town lands, which ceased 


entirely at the former place, with the first announcement of the proposed change in the 
seat of Government. Colonel Moody reports that it will be several weeks before the 
survey of the site of Queensborough is completed, and that no country land will be 
surveyed for sale before the first week in May. 


8. Those sources of revenne are therefore for the present altogether unproductive, 
though the current expenses of the Colony are somewhat increased by the addition of 
civil assistants to expedite the survey of country lands, and to increase the means and 
efficiency of the Department of Lands and Works, and to render it productive of revenue. — 


9. The Colonial Treasurer advocates stamp duties as a source of revenue “‘ in combina- 
tion with a self paying registration of assurances affecting real property,” and I have 
desired him to prepare a report on the best means of carrying those views into effect. 
If such duties be confined even to conveyances of real estate, they will be productive of — 
considerable revenue. 


10. The want of an Assay Office in the Colony is felt as a public inconvenience, and is 
no doubt highly detrimental to the commercial interests of the country. There being at 
present no means here of ascertaining the true commercial value of gold dust, the merchant 
to save himself from Joss will only purchase it at a low rate, which the miner will not accept, 
or the gold dust is retained in the merchant’s hands in deposit, until samples of it are sent 
and tested at San Francisco. Hundred of miners worn out with the expense and delay 
so occasioned, fly in disgust with their gold to San Francisco. 


11. An Assay Office established here, the evil would cease to operate, and the gold 
would remain in the country. . | 


12. The establishment of an Assay Office would otherwise | believe prove of signal 
advantage to the public revenue, inasmuch as it would give facilities for levying an export 
duty on gold. That is now impossible, and will be, so long as the miner cannot get a 
fair price for his gold in this country, and in consequence keeps it in his own hands. If 
collected at all, in those circumstances the duty would have to be wrung from each 
individual miner, and they, to elude the payment, would cross the frontier and fly with 
their treasures into the United States. 


13. ‘The Assay Office would provide a remedy for the evil. Every man might, through 
its aid, learn from an official source the true value of any gold in his possession, and either 
spend or exchange it for coin in the country. This would throw the export of gold into 
the hands of large dealers, who, having no inducement to smuggle equal to the: risk, 
would export through the lawful channel, paying the duty, which they in turn would 
take care to levy on the miner, by deducting it from the price paid. 


14. An export duty might then be imposed with advantage, and be found easy and 
cheap of collection. ‘Che other features of the Australian system of taxation on miners 
might also be adopted and made applicable to the circumstances of British Columbia, 
in which case the licence fee on miners, so objectionable on account of the expense and 
affrays produced in its collection, would cease to be enforced. 


i5. I have only further to state in reference to the Abstract of British Columbia 
Accounts forwarded, that the Treasurer, Captain Gosset, has now the sole and entire 
arrangement of the Financial Department, over which | have hitherto had to maintain a 
rigid control. 
{ have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Burt, M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&c. &ec, .. 
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No. 2. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Doueuas, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P. 


Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, April 11, 1859. 
(No. 129.) (Received May 28, 1859.) 
Sir, (Answered No. 76, June 4, 1859, page 97.) 

I nave duly received your Despatch of the 22nd January 1859, No. 7,* conveying 
to me your approval of the construction of the route by Harrison’s River, and acquaint- 
ing me that you look to the payment of all expenses connected with it out of local, and 
not from Imperial, funds. 

2. The gratifying expression of your approval in this matter is very acceptable to me, 
and I am happy to be able to state that we have paid the whole expenses of the road, 
amounting to 14,000/., out of the local revenue. ‘The undertaking has been a severe tax 
upon our small resources, but the work was indispensable for the development of the 
country, and it will in the end greatly benefit the revenue by the increase of the imports 
which it is the means of introducing into the interior. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir. E. B. Lytton, Bart.,.M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
ke. &c. Xe. Governor 





No. 3. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart, M.P. 


(No. 135.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, April 11, 1859. 
(Received May 28, 1859.) 

Str, (Answered No. 22, Sept. 19, 1859, page 101.) 
In continuation of the remarks on the expediency of establishing an Assay Office 
in this Colony, which I was unable to continue in my Despatch No. 127* of the 8th 
instant, in consequence of the reported arrival of the mail steamer from San Francisco, 

which remains here at each visit only a few hours. 

2. I have further to remark that we have attempted to induce the owners (not 


Americans) of private Assay Offices in San Francisco to establish branches of their 


houses at Victoria, but without success. ‘The objections made by them were to this 
effect: | | | 

That Her Majesty’s Government would at no distant date probably establish a mint 
at Victoria, and their business would therefore then cease. 

That being foreigners they could not expect the same privileges as are granted to 
English houses taking up the assaying business. 

Their chief reason however was this, that they had already the whole assaying business 
of British Columbia in their hands, as nearly all the gold produce of the Colony is now 
carried to San Francisco, and they had therefore nothing to gain by extending their 
business to Victoria, or to compensate for the certain outlay of capital which the process 
would involve. 

8. I do not know what steps can be taken by Her Majesty’s Government to deliver 
the Colony from so great an evil as is the present drain of its resources towards San 
Francisco, and the loss and delay to which miners are exposed in selling gold here; but 
I clearly see the advantage of a direct trade between the Mother Country and British 
Columbia, and Iam of opinion that the establishment of an Assay Office in Victoria would 
be an important step in advance. 

4. Having an Assay Office here, the miner would only have to take his gold there, have 
it assayed, and receive value for it; or if he preferred it, have it run into bars at a very 
trifling expense, and then he could dispose of his bars, which would bear the fineness and 
weight upon them by mint mark, just as readily as he could of coin, or he could convert 
them into coin; in fact, bars would be currency. 

5. An Assay Office must, however, be the property either of the Government, to give it 
the stamp of character unsuspected, or it must be owned by a private party possessed of 
capital, in high credit, good mercantile reputation for probity, and well known to the 
mining community. ‘This last quality above ail is requisite. 7 


_ 
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-6. As no private person on the Pacific coast who could fulfil the chief conditions, Brrrsx 
which I consider indispensable to success, namely public confidence, is disposed to come Corvmsra. 
here, the only prudent and efficient plan is to establish a Government Assay Office. It 
should be on a large scale, for there will be abundance of work. ‘ 

7. The expense would be small, involving little more than the erection of a house, a 
fire-brick furnace, a few crucibles which could, no doubt, be made here, a good assayer, 
and a few assistants. ‘The process is simple to a degree, and the whole expense of the 
plant of an Assay Office would not exceed 600/. Its operation, judging from the experience 
of the San Francisco private assayers, who have all become wealthy, would leave a profit. 
I therefore believe that a well managed Government Assay Office would, at least, pay its 
own expenses. 

8. Its advantages to the Colony would be incalculable. Keeping the gold circulating 
in the country, the status it would give the place, the confidence it would inspire abroad, 
the benefits to the miners, the contentment it would diffuse amongst them, by the certainty 
and fairness and celerity of its operations, and its security, are amongst the advantages 
of such an establishment. 

- 9. A mint would certainly be more efficient, but that is an expensive establishment, 
though if Her Majesty’s Government were to set one up, I think the circumstances of the 
country would justify the outlay. It would also require time to complete and perfect its 
details, but the establishment of an Assay Office invoives little delay, and a very moderate 
expense, therefore I] beg to recommend the plan to the favourable consideration of Her 
Majesty's Government. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart, M.P. Governor. 

&c. &c. &c. | 





No. 4. No. 4. 


Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P. 


(No. 136.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, April 12, 1859. 
(Received May 28, 1859.) 
Sir, (Answered No. 75, June 3, 1859, page 97,) 
Since the last report | had the honour to make on the state of the country, con- 
tained in my Despatch of the 25th of March, No. 123,* I have received various com- * Vide papers 


munications from British Columbia, the substance of which [ will proceed to impart for PRE 
. . ? 
your information. page 70. 


2. Judge Begbie is now on circuit in British Columbia, having successively opened 
court at Langley, Fort Hope, and Yale, and by last accounts was proceeding to “ Lytton” 
with a similar object in view. 

8. The docket did not contain many cases, and was soon disposed of. Two cases of 
shooting were tried at Langley, but the jury did not convict capitally in either of the 
cases. 

4, The last reports from Mr. Commissioner Brew are dated from Port Yale, 2nd of 
April. ‘That officer has not been successful in collecting the miners’ licence fee. The 
following is an extract from his letter on that subject :— 

“‘ During the last week we collected over 150 dollars from miners about Fort Yale. 
Some men paid the tax most willingly, but from the majority of the miners it was ex- 
tracted with difficulty and after great grumbling. I intend to make an excursion towards 
Fort Hope next week to settle some difficulties about ditches, and | shall avail myself of 
the opportunity to have the miners’ tax collected from parties who on a former occasion 
refused to pay. Mr. J ustice Smith, from Fort Hope, was at Fort Yale yesterday. He 
informs me that he hopes to be able.to collect the tax from the greater number of miners 
about Fort Hope. | 

“ On the 30th ult. I went in a canoe up the river some distance to visit the Bars and 
ascertain if any mining was going on. ‘The snow was too deep on the ground to admit 
of sluicing, and, except at one place, where there was a hand machine for lifting water. 


all the miners were idle.” 
i sep’ 


BRiTisu 
CoLUMBIA. 
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5. It may be observed in apology for Mr. Brew’s want of success in collecting revenue, 
that the miners have not yet fairly got to work, but he will no doubt insist on a strict 
compliance with the established mining regulations as soon as the weather becomes genial 
and more favourable for mining pursuits. 

6. The migration of miners to the upper districts of Fraser’s River continues unabated. 
800 boats, carrying on an average five white men each, had passed Fort Yale previously 
to the 24th of March, and a greater number of men are reported to have gone towards 
the same quarter by land, having packed their provisions either on mules or on men’s backs 
to the various diggings, giving thus a collective number of about 3,000 men. 

7. Favourable reports continue to arrive from Bridge River. It had just come to Mr. 
Brew’s knowledge that two men had arrived at Fort Yale with 600 ounces of gold dust, 
which they had washed out during the winter at Boston Bar, 40 miles beyond Fort 
Yale. 

8. A nugget, weighing 3 ounces less 2 pennyweights, was lately found at Bridge 
River, which I herewith forward for your inspection, on account of its being the largest 
piece of gold yet found in British Columbia. 

9. I forward a copy of a communication from Mr. Assistant Commissioner Trayaillot, 
dated «* Lytton,” 16th March. ‘The country was perfectly quiet, and the Commissioner 
was engaged in erecting a small building to serve as Government House, at a cost of 
2,100 dollars, 1,000 dollars of which he had already paid out of the proceeds of local 
revenue, and the balance he would be in funds to meet about the Ist of April. 

10. The numbers of the ‘ Victoria Gazette’* herewith forwarded will give some 
additional intelligence, which may be interesting. 

I have, &c. 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

&c. &c. &e, Governor. 


Enclosure in No. 4. 


Copy of Letter from O. T. TRAvarLior, Esq., Assistant Commissioner, dated Lytton, British 
Columbia, March 16, 1859, to Governor Douguas, 


MOoNSEIGNEUR, 

J’At eu l’honneur de recevoir avant-hier au soir les ordres de votre Excellence, en date du 14 
Janvier, ainsi que vos Proclamations du 8° et 14¢ Fevrier de cette année. Conformément a vos ordres 
du 10 Janvier et a sa requéte jai adressé mes rapports directement a Monsieur Brew, et me prépare 
a lui transmettre pour la fin de ce mois un compte rendu général de finances de ce district. 

Bien que vos ordres soient de correspondre directement avec le Chef Commissionaire, je pense 
néanmoins, Monseigneur, qu'il est de mon devoir de vous informer de la direction que prennent les 
affaires publiques, afin que votre Excellence puisse donner des ordres pour établir et maintenir 
partout le bon ordre. 

Suivant toutes les apparences, le mouvement de l’émigration se fera dans les hauts de la Rivyiére 
Fraser; les mines du canot sont réputées trés riches, et depuis deux semaines que les voyages ont 
commencé, une grande quantité de mineurs s’est portée sur ce point. La Riviére Salloet* n’est pas 
gardée, et par cette veie doivent passer les approvisionnements de toute espéce. Le Trésor Public 
peut-¢tre fus'ré d’un grand revenu en ne surveillant pas l’embouchure de cette rivire, qui va deyenir 
la clef du Haut Fraser. II serait done désirable d’y établir au plus vite un poste, de méme, un juge 
de paix pour “ Fontaine.” 

Le ferry aux fourches de Thompson ne pourrai étre completé que le 1"e Mai, par suite du malheur 
survenu au batelier W. Clarke, qui s’est noyé le 9 de ce mois onze milles plus bas que Boston Bar. 
Celui de Salloet est ¢tabli & French Bar a mi-distance des deux riviéres Salloet* et Bridge. Un 
pont a été jeté sur cette derniére. J’ai eu ’honneur de vous addresser, par l’intermédiaire de Mr. Brew, 
une copie du contrat qui doit ¢tre sanctionné par votre Excellence. 

Je fais batir, d’aprés les ordres de Monsieur le Colonel Moody, une maison* qui passe pour la 
meilleure et la plus noble de toute la colonie; elle coutera $2,100. J’en ai déja payé $1,000, et suis 
prét a payer la balance lorsque la maison sera achevée, c’est-d-dire, fin Mars. 

Je me suis adress¢é 4 Mr. Brew pour avoir des licences de mineurs, la saison s’ouvre et de celles que 
jai regu de votre Excellence a Fort Langley il ne me reste que 150, qui ne dureront pas longtems, 
vu que dans deux jours je serai en route pour collecter, 

J’ai Vhonneur, &c. 
(Signed) O. T. Travaituor, Assistant Commissioner, 
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No. 5. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P. 


(No. 137.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, April 12, 1859. 
(Received May 28, 1859.) 
Sir, (Answered No. 3, June 30, 1859, page 97.) 

I rEGRET to state that no small amount of injury has undoubtedly been caused to 
the colony of British Columbia by the owners of the steam boats which are now and have 
been for some time past running on Fraser’s River. These individuals are citizens of 
the United States, and they oppress alike the miner and the merchant by their exorbitant 
charges for passage and freight. 

2. The rate now levied for the transport of a ton of goods from this place to Fort 
Hope is 72 dollars, or more than 14/. sterling. The charge made last summer, when I 

ossessed the power of regulating prices, was 25 dollars, or 5/. a ton from this place to 
Fort Yale, which is fifteen miles of difficult navigation beyond I*ort Hope, and large 
profits were made at that rate. I fear the owners are now combining to perpetuate the 
evil by taking out British registers for their vessels, by means of transfers to British sub- 
jects, which there is every reason to believe are only nominal and fictitious, although, all 
the requirements of the Jaw being complied with, it is difficult to establish legal proof of 
that fact. 

8. In this part of the world competition is not allowed to produce its legitimate 
effects ; it is the practice to buy up every rival line, or to pay them handsomely for 
allowing their ships to lie idle, and the public are charged a higher rate to cover the 
additional expense which their oppressions have incurred. The American Pacific Mail 
Steam Ship Company is a notable example of this method of proceeding, this company 
having hitherto bought off every line established to compete with it. I will instance 
another case. Last year a steamboat called the ‘* Maria” was started on the Sacramento 
River in opposition to the boats of, I believe, the California Steam Navigation Company. 
She was bought off by that company. Her proprietor immediately brought her up 
to this place to run on Fraser’s River, buying off another boat which he on arrival found 
on the river, and sending this second boat down to San Francisco to commence another 
opposition on the Sacramento River in order to be again bought off. 

4, The Victoria Steam Navigation Company, a British company, who have one large 
river steamer employed between this port and Langley, are now engaged in building a 
smaller vessel for the higher navigation of Iraser’s River. The directors of this com- 
pany lately applied to me for the protection of Government against the machinations of 
these foreign speculators. I commented upon the extravagant rate of freight, and sug- 
gested a large reduction as the best means of meeting their competitors, whereupon the 
directors offered to provide vessels in sufficient numbers to perform the whole transport 
business on Fraser’s River at the rate of 25 dollars, or 5/. sterling a ton, provided they 
were secured against these, in reality American owners of British registered vessels, in 
the exclusive privilege of navigating the river until the end of next September. Monopoly 
would in such a case be a public gain, but being illegal, I could not entertain the pro- 
posal, though I cannot but regret that, under such circumstances, I have no power by 
which I could protect the public interest. 

5. The directors further assured me that they had been invited by the American owners 
to join in the combination for maintaining the high rates of freight; but as the directors 
declined making the statement in writing, no legal use could be made of it. 

6. The Government legal authorities here are of opinion that we have no power to 
refuse the change of register from American to British, even for vessels employed in 
British inland waters. 

7. I transmit a copy of two letters from the secretary of the before-mentioned com- 
pany, and as the matter is one of much importance to the interests of the colony, as well 
as being a national question, I should feel obliged if it were submitted for the opinion of 
the law officers of the Crown, and that I may be informed whether I should be justified 
in withholding a British register from vessels becoming British under such circumstances 
as those described, which appear to me simply an evasion of the law. 

I have, &c. 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

&c. &c. &c, Governor, 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 5. 


Cory of Letter from James N. Thain and Alexander Sigclair Murray, of the Victoria and British 
Columbia Steam Navigation Companies, dated Victoria, April 7, 1859, to Governor Doueras, 


Sir, 

Ix conformity with the desire expressed by you, at a recent interview held with you on the 
subject of the navigation of Fraser River, that we should considerably reduce the present scale of 
charges on freight to the different points on that river, we beg respectfully to ‘make the following 
tender: That on condition of the exclusive privilege of the navigation of the inland waters being 
granted to us, as representing the only bond fide owned British vessels running on the Fraser River, 
we will carry the Government, the Hudson’s Bay Company’s, and all merchant freight at the rate of 
twenty-five dollars ($25) per ton, from this to Fort Hope or Port Douglas, from the time the rising of 
the water will admit of our steamers reaching those points to the end of the month of September next. 

We are induced to make this low tender (the present rate of freight from here to Fort Hope being 
$72 per ton of 2,000]bs.) in order to protect owners of British steamers built in the colony from the 
prejudice they would suffer if any nominal transfers of foreign vessels be effected, such we are informed 
being at present contemplated. 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) James N. Tuarn, 
Secretary, Victoria Steam Navigation Company. 
ALEXANDER S. Murray, 
for British Columbia Steam Navigation Company. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 5d. 


¢ Jaet its ah 
Cory of a Letter from the Victoria Steam Navigation Company, and from the British Columbia Steam 
Navigation Company, to his Excellency Governor Douctas, April 7, 1859, 


SIR, . 
Ix compliance with your Excellency’s desire that we should state in writing the substance of 
our conversation with you this morning, we willingly repeat the same, feeling that the interests of all 
British shipowners are at stake in this matter. 

The owners of the American steamers “ Maria,” Lubbock master, and the “ Enterprise,” Wright 
master, now lying at Langiey on Fraser river, contemplate making a change of register for the 
purpose of enjoying the trade of British Columbia, which we contend they are unable to do, from the 
fact that the vessels are entirely foreign built, and, as such, should be debarred running on British 
inland waters. Our construction of the law is that a difference exists between the rights of foreign 
vessels, which may become British property, to navigate ocean and inland waters, the latter privilege 
belonging only to vessels actually British built, and entirely owned by British subjects, unless the 
persons buying foreign steamers built expressly for inland navigation comply with the English law 
previous to 1851. If such is not the case, there is no longer any protection to British shipping. 

In the intended disposal of the steamers we have alluded to, we also think that the actual require- 
ments of the law will not be complied with by the cash payment of the value of the steamers. The 
acceptance by the owners, of promissory notes accompanied by a mortgage for the value of the 
steamers, payable out of their earnings, would. actually leave the ownership of the steamers in their 
hands until the profits enabled the purchasers to pay; but as we look upon the matter, the intended 
sales, being a mere evasion of the law by the owners, would at once be cancelled, and the payment of 
the notes would not be enforced should one or both of the steamers be lost before the acceptances 
became due. 

The estimated payment for the two steamers* will be sixty thousand dollars. We may mention that 
the “ Enterprise” was at one time sold for eight thousand dollars, and the “ Maria” was also recently 
offered for twenty-five thousand dollars. If these transfers are carried out, British ship interests on 
the Fraser River will almost cease, as the entire carrying trade will be performed by dea and other 
American vessels which will be sent up from California. : 

In concluding our remarks, we would inform your Excellency that British steamers are now being 
built in England for the inland navigation of the Fraser River, whose owners would most assuredly 
not have contracted for them had they supposed that American vessels could be thus transferred to 
the entire prostration of British interests. 

We have, &c. 


for the Victoria Steam Navigation Company, 
(Signed) James N. Tuarn, Secretary. 
for the British Columbia Steam Navigation Company, 
(Signed) ALEXANDER Sincitarr Murray. 





No. 6. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P. 


(No. 141.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, April 25, 1859. 
Sir, (Received June 10, 1859.) 
I nave duly received your Despatch of the 12th February last, No, 22,* expressing 


to me the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s Goyernment at the tranquillity prevailing in the 
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colony of British Columbia, and commending the efforts I have made to avoid drawing — Bririsit 
upon the Imperial treasury for the eens of the colony. 0 

2. I need not say how gratifying is#this approval to me. Her Majesty’s Government 
may rest assured that I will not relax in the application of the most rigid economy to the 
public affairs of the colony; and I doubt not that, apart from the expenses incurred by 
the detachments of Royal Engineers and Royal Marines, we shall continue to be able to 
meet the other expenses of the colony, and that ultimately British Columbia will be able 
to repay the advances made to her by the mother country. 

s | I have, &c. 
The Right Hon, Sir. B, Lytton, Bart., M.P.. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &e. &e. Governor. 


~ 





No. 7. No. 7. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.-P. 


(No. 143.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, April 25, 1859. 
Sir, (Received June 10, 1859.) 
Since my report of the 12th instant* nothing of much importance has occurred * Page 5. 
respecting the colony of British Columbia. 

2. Mr. Begbie returned yesterday from Fraser’s River, after visiting all the settlements 
as far as the Fountain. The country appears by his report to be everywhere quiet. 

3. The Indian population have suffered much privation of food in consequence of the 
‘dearth of fish and their natural improvidence ; but the white miners were well supplied, 
though provisions were selling at a high price, caused chiefly by the distance from the sea 
and the heavy expense of transport. 

4. The snow was still lying deep in many parts of the road when Mr. Begbie left the 
Upper Fraser. The miners were, however, beginning their labours, and were moving 
into the upper country in great numbers. 

5. The accounts from the mining bars below Fort Yale are most satisfactory. Mr. 
' Perrier, late justice of the peace, who arrived lately from that part of the country, has 
given me mucli interesting information respecting the earnings of the miners, of which I 
will proceed to give a synopsis for your information. Hill’s Bar, on which he holds a 
mining claim, is yielding more gold than at any former time. The receipts of the com- 
panies who supply water for sluicing amount to 1,200 dollars a week, and four men took 
out of one mining claim the large amount of 4,000 dollars’ worth of gold dust in six con- 
secutive working days. Prince Albert’s Flat yields from 5 to 12 dollars a day to the man. 
Emory’s Bar was nearly deserted in consequence of the rush of miners to the upper 
country. ‘Texas and Victoria Bars are yielding fair wages, and even as far down and 
below Fort Hope the miners are doing remarkably well for the season. The bars are 
‘now generally deserted for bank diggings above the highest level of the river, and Mr. 
Perrier is satisfied that all the table lands between Forts Yale and Hope in the valley of 
Fraser’s River are auriferous, and will yield large wages to the industrious miner. ‘Those 
diggings are yet but imperfectly prospected and little known, but wherever explorations 
have been made, a highly auriferous stratum, varying from three to four feet in thickness, 
has been discovered about eight feet below the surface, and my informant further adds 
that the surface mould itself contains enough of gold to- cover all the expense of its 
washing and removal. 

6. The Royal Engineers and Royal Marines have been all safely landed at Queens- 
borough, where they are now stationed, and Colonel Moody is also at that place making 
“arrangement for their comfortable accommodation and directing the surveys of public 
land and other affairs connected with his department. Several numbers of the “ Victoria 14April 1899. 


Gazette,” as per margin, are herewith forwarded for your information. 19 m 

: I have, &c. f » 

Fhe Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, : ’ 
&c. &c. &e. Governor. 
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Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Doucuas, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sit E. B. Lytrron, Bart., M.P. 


Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 
(No. 150.) May 8, 1859. 


Sir, ; @eceiyedeJune 27, 1850.) 

1. Tue latest advices from British Columbia, repart-sétistatoMa“as to the peace 
and good order which reigns in the Colony; the confidence of the people in its auriferous 
wealth, notwithstanding occasional fits of panic, is unboummed but there is a general 
outcry for better roads into the interior, the difficulty of"access still forming the great 
impediment to the development of its mineral resources. 

2. The cost of transport enhances the price of food, and*of all other necessaries of 
life, from Lytton upwards; to an extent which absorbs nearly the whole of the miners’ 
earnings, large as they occasionally are. The production of food by the cultivation of 
the soil in the mining districts, and the improvement of the Harrison river route into a 
waggon road, and otherwise opening the great commercial thoroughfares of the country, 
are measures of relief to which I have urgently directed the attention of the Commis- 
sioner of Lands and Works. 

8. The extensive plains on the Pitt, Smess, and Chilwhayook rivers, are to be 
hurriedly surveyed, and thrown into 80 acre sections for immediate occupation for the 
purpose of raising food and retaining a permanent population in the country. 

4. Sales of town land are soon to take place at Queensborough, Forts Yale, Hope, and 
Port Douglas, which I trust will bring in a considerable amount of revenue. 

5. The Custom House receipts for the last fortnight amount to something over 773. 
sterling, and will rapidly increase with the growth and expansion of the country. 

6. The mining districts yield hardly revenue enough to pay their own police expenses, 
in consequence of the difficulty of collecting the Licence Fee on miners, who will pay no 
tax except through the force of compulsion. 

7. We must, I think, adopt some other system of taxation pressing less directly upon 
the individual miner. The miners’ right, and the export duty on gold,—features of the 
Australian system,—recommend themselves from the ease and simplicity of their col- 
lection, and having already the machinery and staff required for that purpose. The 
state of the country is, however, hardly ripe as yet, for the imposition of an export duty 
on gold, but the day is probably not far distant when the gold will be exchanged in the 
country and exported in large quantities by banking and commercial houses, when the 
difficulty of collecting the duty will cease. 

8. Many reasons induce me to try another plan, which under firm management would 
1 think work well. By remodelling the whole system of mining regulations in British 
Columbia, and instead of levying mining fees which would, in that case, be abolished, I 
would purpose to treat the gold fields simply as crown land, and letting it out in large 
or small allotments, on leases at a fixed rent, to any persons disposed to work the soil. 
The revenue would thus be derived from a Land Rent, and not be levied under the ~ 
name of an obnoxious tax, and tenants would be ejected at will on their failure to pay 
the stipulated rent. 

I will have more I hope to communicate on those subjects by the next mail. 

9. Captain Richards is now engaged in Her Majesty’s surveying ship ‘ Plumper,” 
in making a survey of the lower part of Fraser’s river, and Lieutenent Mayne has been 
detached to make a reconnaissance of the river to the fountain, with instructions to return 
by Harrison river for the same purpose, | anticipate much valuable information from the 
report of that officer, which I will forward to you when received. 

The numbers of the Victoria Gazette mentioned in the margin are herewith 
forwarded. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. M.P., (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&e. &e. &c. Governor. 
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No. 9. 


ae] 
Copy of DESPATCH from Gowernor Doucras, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir FE. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P. 


Government House, Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 
(No. 153.) ; May 12, 1859 
(Received July 11, 1859.) 
IT wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 11th 
February, No. 20,* referring to the sale of town lots at Langley, and conveying to me 
your approval of my proceedings in that matter. 


Sir, 


Britis 
CoLuMBIA. 





No. 9. 


* Vide papers 
presented 
August 1859, 


2. 1 have perused with much attention your remarks upon the subject of aliens page 80. 


acquiring land, and I return vou my best thanks for the same and for your kindness in 
furnishing me with the Canadian Acts, which will prove of great service in legislating for 
that class in British Columbia. 

8. With reference to your remarks respecting the position of the town, I would beg to 
state that I was guided in choosing Old Langley as the site of a commercial town chiefly 
by the partiality displayed for that spot by the mercantile community of the country, 
whose instincts in such matters is generally unerring. 

4. The place, moreover, possesses great natural advantages for trade, being accessible 
by land from Semiahmoo, having deep water, a bold shore, and good anchorage. The 
Jand is also clear of trees, and was surveyed at a very small expense, and therefore per- 
fectly suiting our pecuniary means. ! 

5. ‘The operation on our part was a financial measure rather than one founded on any 
cogent reason of policy. ‘The locality was popular, and the land realized a larger return 
of revenue than any other spot on the river would have done. You will doubtless have 


perceived from my Despatch No. 9,f 3rd November last, that I never proposed constituting + Vide papers 


Langley tle sea-port town of Fraser’s River, for which purpose it would not, in my 


presented 
August 1859, 


opinion, have been adapted, owing to the obstructions caused by ice in the winter, and page 19. 


its greater distance from the sea than the proposed port of entry, Queensborough. 
have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &e. &c. Governor. 





No. 10. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., M.P. 


Government House, Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 
(No. 154.) May 14, 1859. 
Sir, (Received June 27, 1859.) 
By an unexpected conveyance, which is on the eve of departure, I beg to com- 
municate to you the latest intelligence I have received from British Columbia. 
2. In a letter addressed to the Collector of Customs at Victoria by a Mr. G. B. Wright, 
a respectable merchant, and dated at Bridge River, April 23rd, some specimens of native 
copper quartz and gold are enclosed; and Mr. Wright states that the reports at that time 
from the upper country are of very rich but shallow diggings; that large quantities of gold 
were then being taken from the bars; and that a great many of the sluicing companies 
who have permanent diggings were commencing work; and also that men were con- 
tinuing to rush forward to the Upper Fraser in large numbers. 
8. I forward herewith the latest numbers of the “ Victoria Gazette.” 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &e. &e. | Governor. 





Ill. C 


No. 10. 


12th and 14th 
“May. 
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No. 11. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douvetas, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P. 


Government House, Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 
(No. 156.) May 23, 1859. 
(Received July 11, 1859.) 
Sir, (Answered No. 9, July 28, 1859, page 98.) 
I nave duly received your Despatch of the 7th February, No. 16.* | 

2. I observe with much satisfaction that the system of land sales which we proposed 
to continue in Vancouver's Island, and to introduce into British Columbia, has generally 
met with your approval. With regard to your suggestion that an upset price, lower than 
1/. per acre for ordinary country land, should be adopted, provided that good practical 
reasons for such a course should exist, I would remark that during the completion of our 
arrangements for the sale of land it did occur to me that a lower upset price than before 
proposed would probably promote the settlement of the country, which might otherwise 
be retarded, owing to the low rate of land in the adjacent territories of the United States ; 
for these and other reasons the upset price was fixed by the Proclamation of the 14th 
February last at 10s. an acre, as stated in my Despatch No. 104,¢ of the 19th February 
last. It is also very gratifying to observe that we have fallen into your views in making 
one general upset price for the land and in adopting the system of sale by auction, con- 
ceiving as we did that the interests of the public would be subserved by that more than 
by any other mode of sale, and that perfect confidence would be established in the purity 
of the land sales. ) 

3. The only material point on which we diverged from your own views was in not re 
quiring prompt payment for land and in permitting payment by instalments, say one-half 
on delivery and one-half at the end of two years. | ie 

4. The object of this regulation was to facilitate the purchase of land by settlers with 
small capital, who form the bulk of the present intending settlers in British Columbia, 
This system is undoubtedly open to the serious objections so forcibly stated in your 
Despatch, but we;think it would not be advisable to alter it at present, nor until the set- 
tlement of the country is advancing favourably and the public revenue begins .to feel the 
influence derived from the progressive expansion of the resources of the country, and 
through the increase of the Customs duties and by direct imposts on property, and on a 
population of profitable consumers well.capable of paying taxes. 

5. The system of prompt payment might, however, be adopted after the partial settle- 
ment of the country, when land acquires more than a nominal value, and becomes in a 
manner a convertible commodity. | 

6. Country land will be arranged, as you propose, in lots containing aliquot sections of 
a square mile, and town lands will be laid out as at present in lots of 60 by 120 feet. 
The latter are put up for sale at 20/. 10s. 8d., and some of the unimproved Langley town 
lots sold at a rate amounting to 560/. per acre. 

7. We shall continue to deal with mineral lands in the manner of which you have 
approved, and shall establish such liberal regulations asmay encourage the exploration 
of the country by letting out the said lands to the discoverer. 

8. I feel greatly obliged for the information you have kindly given me of the practice 
in other colonies in such cases, which will be of much assistance to me. 

9. We propose to abolish the system of licences for digging gold, which at present 
barely pays the expense of collecting, and to substitute an export duty on gold and a 
direct tax on miners, from both of which measures we expect to derive a large increase 
of revenue. 

10. Surveys are being extended to all the open districts of land on Fraser’s River, so 
that the country may be laid out for immediate settlement and occupation. 

11. I shall not fail to furnish her Majesty’s Government with copies of all maps and 
plans which he may prepare, and which I trust may be found useful in awakening an 
interest in the public mind respecting these colonies. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&e. &e. &e. Governor, 
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No. 12. 


Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Doveras, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P. 


(No. 158.) - Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, May 25, 1859. 
Sir, (Received July 11, 1859.) 


Havine called upon Captain Gosset, the Treasurer of British Columbia, to furnish 
me with such information in connexion with the establishment of a mint as he had been 
able to acquire previous to his departure from England, I received from him the enclosed 
letter, which in compliance with his request I forward for your perusal. 


.2, The only point to which I would desire to draw your attention is the allusion made 
by Captain Gosset to the inconvenience experienced from the want of British coin in 
this country. ‘This is a serious evil, andif Her Majesty’s Government would entertain 
the suggestion of sending out a supply of coin, it would confer a real benefit on the 
colony. 


| I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., M.-P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
ae. &e. &C. Governor. 


Enclosure in No. 12. 


| Treasury, Queenborough, British Columbia, 
Srr, April 25, 1859. 

Commissionep by the Secretary of State for Her Majesty’s colonies to undertake the task of 
organizing a mint (of which an assay office forms a part), should the necessity arise for such an esta- 
blishment in this colony, I made it my care to study (kindly permitted by their officers so to do) the 
American institutions of the same class, both in New York and San Francisco, at which places I was 
unavoidably detained some weeks on my journey from England. ~ . 


And not alone the modes of working these institutions, and the differences between their arrange- 
ments and those of the Royal Mint, but I made the effect of their operation upon the condition of the 
people, likewise, the subject of careful inquiry; for alike in so many respects, as are the circumstances 
attending the infancy of this colony, to the first conditions of California, that from the errors of our 
neighbours as well as from their successful measures a wholesome lesson seems derivable and an index 
obtainable of the advantage or otherwise of establishing certain institutions similar to those existing in 
the adjacent gold state. 


It was with deep interest, therefore, and an anxious desire to arrive at a sound conclusion, that I 
sought information from various classes of persons in San Francisco, including many who had returned 
from prosperous and non-prosperous operations on the Fraser River. 


Not, however, until by personal inquiry amongst the mining population remaining on the Fraser (pro- 
secuted in the month of January last), and amongst the miners in transitu to our gold fields since that 
time, as to the feelings of that important class, nor (in consequence of the discouraging accounts at the 
beginning of this year) until the yield of gold seemed to warrant me in addressing his Excellency the 
Governor without danger of error, have [ felt myself justified in stating, as I now do, in confident terms, 
my opinions that those branches of a mint comprised under the heads of a smelting house and assay 
departments should be established in Queenborough with the least possible delay; not merely as being 
certain to prove directly beneficial to the public revenue and to the community at large, but for the 
broader purpose of developing the wealth and advancing the general prosperity of this colony. 


In California I became convinced of the following points :— 


lst. That the establishment of an assay office has greatly tended to retain population in the state. 


9nd. That the public, although not hitherto perfectly satisfied with the arrangement of the San 
Francisco Government Mint, yet placed more confidence in the smelting and assay departments of that 
institution than in the smelts or assays made by private practitioners. By those familiar with the con- 
fidence justly reposed in the private assay houses of London this assertion might be reasonably doubted, 
were it not explained that in a new country so few are the established firms, and so numerous the 
ignorant and questionable characters who embark in all kinds of professions, trades, and callings, with 
or without the slightest knowledge of the subject or guarantee for integrity, that general distrust is 
engendered against the whole. 

3rd. That, therefore, nine-tenths of the gold of California is smelted and assayed at the San Francisco 
Government Mint; one moiety of the remainder seeming to find its way to the Government Assay Office 
in New York. 
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4th. That nearly, if not quite, the whole of the British Columbian gold has been smelted and assayed 
at the San Francisco Government Mint. 


5th. That by a trifling charge per weight the smelting and assaying departments are made self- 
supporting. ) 

6th. That the mining population of British Columbia, unable to obtain proper value for their gold in 
British Columbia, did, in large numbers, return to San Francisco solely for the purpose of having it 
assayed there; and that the colony of British Columbia not oa lost the fruits of these miners’ labour 
(for once in San Francisco, the miner scarcely ever returned until his earnings were exhausted), but lost 
the benefit of these men’s time and industry during their absence. 


To this, with the fact of there having been no port of entry in British Columbia, nor any guarantee 
for agricultural settlement, may be ascribed the depopulated state of British Columbia when I arrived 
in the colony, a condition but little mended by the scanty re-immigration which has yet taken place, 
the evils adverted to being still in existence. 


With the belief, however, that Queenborough will be shortly open to commerce, with a hope that 
arable land will be placed within the powers of desiring purchasers, and that roads to the mines may 
receive early attention, and with evidence of auriferous wealth, indisputable since the receipt of gold for 
the last quarter, there seems to exist but one opinion that the first steps towards the formation of a 
mint at Queenborough will materially tend to aid every other measure of Government, to strengthen 
commerce, and to check the nomadic habits of the miner. 


By the admirable express arrangements of the transit houses, the gold will follow one known 
channel,—trade compels this,—and that channel will be to, as it is already by, the declared capital of 
British Columbia. At the capital, therefore, as in most countries, there should the mint be established, 
and not on Vancouver’s Island, as proposed by the House of Assembly of Vancouver’s Island, and, in 
all respect I venture to think, inadvertently acquiesced in by his Excellency the Governor of the two 
colonies. 


The very best intentions of so costly an establishment would be frustrated by taking the gold, for 
coinage, 100 miles across the sea, away to a colony not itself gold producing, nor likely to be other 
than of secondary magnitude as compared with British Columbia, to be again returned with the charge 
of double freight and double insurance to the producers of the metal. 


The very eagerness of the Vancouver House of Assembly to grasp at a mint is evidence of this; the 
House doubtless felt that a mint in Victoria would tend to draw population and trade away from British 
Columbia, and to raise their town into the position of a capital to British Columbia, to their own 
advantage, but to the detriment of their sister colony, of which I venture to count myself one humble 
guardian. 


Not only, in my humble opinion, does it appear imprudent for the Government of Vancouver’s 
Island, especially in the present state of its finances, and without any immediate prospect of increased 
resources, to contemplate the establishment of a mint for the purpose of coining the metal derived 
from the heart of a neighbouring colony, but I should even deem it unadvisable for British Columbia 
to come to too hasty a resolution on a matter involving, as proved by the cost of the Sydney Mint, 
60,0002. to 80,0002. 


For although the want of coin, and especially of British coin, at the present moment must be a 
matter of serious disquietude to his Excellency, yet, on arrival of the bank, expected daily, this griev- 
ance will be lessened by the circulation of notes; and, could the Home Government be induced to send 
out (not as a loan, but to be repaid in bullion), of,— 


Sovereigns - - - - 460,000 
Half do. - - - - 20,500 
Florins - - - - 11,000 
Shillings . - - - 5,000 
Pence - . - - 2,500 
Half do. - - - - 1,000 

Total - - - £100,000 





the grievance would, in my opinion, be removed for a considerable time to come. 


That under any circumstances of prosperity two mints should be formed, I presume no one would 
contend; one has been found ample for the whole of the Australian Colonies, Van Diemen’s Land, 
and the New Zealands. In that colony, therefore, firstly, yielding the precious metal; secondly, pos- 
sessing even now, depopulated as it may be considered, the larger population, and promising a propor- 
tion immensely greater, wherefore greater means, greater revenue, and all those many other conditions 
which would alone justify Her Majesty’s Government in assenting to the introduction of so important a 
department; and in that colony alone should it, in my humble judgment, be understood, that when the 
necessity arises, there, and not in Vancouver's Island, will a mint be formed. 


That it would be premature even in British Columbia to establish an entire mint, I have stated, but 
that the time has now arrived for introducing a portion of such an establishment there I have likewise 
premised, and now recommend immediate action. 


I shall therefore propose that I be permitted to communicate with the Commissioner of Lands and 
Works, in order that suitable smelting and assay buildings may be prepared by the time the subordinate 
officers for these branches may arrive from iclénd and further, that these gentlemen, three in 
erpete: with two assistants, and all the smelting and assaying implements, should be sent out by way 
of Panama. 


_ Should further assistants be required, I have no doubt of obtaining suitable men in the colony for 
instruction in the manipulations, whereby in three months after the arrival of the party from England 
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I would guarantee to be in a position to meet the emergency of great pressure or illness amongst 
my staff. 

But for the express purpose of engendering confidence in the department at the outset, I look upon 
the procural of assistants in the first instance direct from the mother country as of the utmost import- 
ance. Assayers might be obtained from California, but for the very reasons adverted to in a former 

art of this report, such men would not invest the department with that thorough reliability which it 
is absolutely essential that it should at once command, not only that it may succeed, but for the credit 
of the Government in so delicate a matter as the adjudicating the quality of the precious metal. 


The expense of such an arrangement will probaby be, for the first and second year :— 








Ist Year. 2nd Year. 
1 Assaying officer = - - - £400 £450 
1 Smelting officer - - - 400 450 
2 Assistants - - - 500 600 
1 Accountant clerk - ‘- - 300 350 
Implements - - - 1,500 100 
Transit of party and stores - - 600 pv 
Buildings - - - - 500 phe 

£4,100 £1,950 














Properly conducted, I should have little doubt of making such a department self-supporting after 
the first year. 

As the Master of the Royal Mint, with whom I was placed in communication by the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Treasury, will doubtless be called upon for report and assistance in this matter, I 
purpose doing myself the honour of transmitting him a copy of this report, and addressing him on the 
subject of those many details, which would but encumber this letter, and will be perhaps better 
arranged, being purely professional, by direct correspondence between us as professional men. 


Tn conclusion, having referred to the expense of the Sydney Mint, without committing myself to any 
opinion that experience and improvements in the manufacture of machinery since 1851 might not 
enable a similar department to be outfitted at a somewhat less cost than 60,006/. to 80,0002. yet I should 
certainly deprecate any attempt to establish, in any of Her Majesty’s colonies, a department of so 
important a class on any other than the most perfect footing. The coinage of Her Majesty’s realm 
‘should ever stand pre-eminent amongst nations; its sterling qualities, value, and workmanship should 
never be sacrificed at the shrine of economy or present convenience. 


With regard to the adoption of the currency of the United States, I do not perceive the necessity for 
hastily declaring in favour of a foreign metier; nor, in my own opinion, is there any ground for 
departing from Her Majesty’s initial coin, the British sovereign, possibly substituting for the existing a 
decimal arrangement proceeding therefrom; of which already there has been issued (I believe as a 
tentative coin) the much-esteemed florin, the tenth of which might be termed a groat, reviving an old 
English name of somewhat the same value, with one-tenth again, as a mil or mille; such a decimal 
arrangement being that which (I believe) would have been recommended by the Commission of In- 
quiry into the subject, but for the one argument, advanced by dealers who received and disbursed 
farthings in thousands per diem, viz., that the poor of Great Britain would sufter by the alteration of 
the farthing, or {5 of a pound to the yy'59, an argument which would have no weight here, where 
poverty is unknown, and where the habits of the people and their prosperity. induce a positive disregard 
of fractions under a 5 cent (or about 24d.) piece. 


It seems proper, before closing this report, that I should draw his Excellency’s attention to your 
letter of the 8th of this month, requesting my opinion on the address of the House of Assembly of 
Vancouver's Island, praying that the Governor of Vancouver's Island would “urge upon the Home 
** Government the desirability of establishing a mint” in their colony, to which letter this report, com- 
menced as soon after the termination of last quarter as I was able to procure from the various dealers 
accurate statistics of the gold yield, and enlarged to meet his Excellency’s desire for my opinion, is 
intended as a reply. 

If in stating my views, when in opposition to those entertained by his Excellency, I have been led 
into any observations that may seem objectionable, | must beg to be excused, for the sake of the 
gravity of the questions proposed, believing that a right conclusion will be better drawn by those who 
will decide from the consideration of frank and honest statements, than representations enfeebled by a 
weak desire to avoid points of the greatest moment which may be at variance with the Governor's 
sentiments. 

Having been requested by Sir Edward Lytton to place him in possession of my opinions on the sub- 
ject of a mint in British Columbia, so soon as I could give a reliable report through the proper channel, 
I have the honour to request that his Excellency the Governor may be pleased to forward the accom- 
panying copy of this communication to the Colonial Office. 

I have, &e. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary, (Signed) W. Driscout Gosset, 

&e. &e. &e. Treasurer. 
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No. 13. Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Doucras, C.B., to the Right Hon. 


Sir E. B. Lytron, Bart., M P. 


Government House, Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 
(No. 165.) June 6, 1859. 
Sr, (Received July 25, 1859.) 
Tue sale of building lots at the new town of Queensborough took place on the 1st 
and 2nd of the present month at Victoria. 


2, The result has proved most satisfactory as a financial operation, and indicates a 
general confidence in the future of the colony. 


3. The actual amount of sales was rather over 89,000 dollars, on which a deposit of 
25 per cent. was made on the purchase, the remaining balance to be paid in three equal 
instalments on the Ist day of July, August, and September next respectively. 


4. 318 lots were offered for sale, and 310 were sold. 110 lots are reserved for future 
sale. The largest sum realized for a single lot was 1,925 dollars, and the average price 
of the lots sold was nearly 290 dollars. 

5. The accompanying statement from tie Department of Lands and Works is trans- 
mitted for your information. It distinguishes the actual sums of money received and 
due on the sale from the amounts already paid on Langley titles, which were transferred 
to Queensborough under the provisions of the Proclamation of 14th February last. | It is 
not impossible that this concession led in some manner to the high prices obtained for the 
Queensborough lots. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., M.P. (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, | 
&c. &e. &c. Governor. 





is Enclosure in No. 13. 
Encl. in No, 12. 
British CoLumstia. 


Sale of Queensborough Town Lots. 

















Actual amount of sales - - - - -- - - $89,170 
Amount of instalments received in cash - — - - nyt - = 11,36322 
Ditto receivable in cash - : - 4 : = 4 50,86322 
$62,227 
Amount received in Langley titles - - - . - - 11,192 
Ditto receivable ditto - - - - - - - 15,751 
| $89,170 
(Signed) Rosr. Burwnasy, 
June 4, 1859. pro the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, British Columbia. 
No. 14, No. 14. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P. 


Government House, Victoria, Vancouver's Island, 


(No. 167.) > June 8, 1859. 
(Received July 25, 1859.) 
Srr, (Answered No. 16, September 5, 1859, page 101.) 


Since my last report a number of miners, originally from California, have returned 
to Victoria from the Upper Fraser River. Many of these men have amassed large sums 
in gold; the majority of them have not, however, been so fortunate. 

2. They assign various reasons for leaving the country; some the high price of provi- 
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sions ; others a desire to see their friends, and to spend a few months comfortably in 
California; others the irregularity and shallowness of the diggings in the Upper Fraser 
district ; all, however, admit that any industrious man can at any time make from four 
to five dollars a day, but owing to the high price of provisions that sum will scarcely 
maintain the miner in that part of the country. 


3. The cost of transport from Victoria to Lytton is the real cause of the high price of 
provisions. 

4, The river steamers, however, have lately reduced their fares, and now make a 
reasonable charge for freight, probably not more than is remunerative. The great im- 
pediment to the development of the interior resources of the country now arises from the 
want of roads. British Columbia can never become great or prosperous without them, 
and we purpose devoting all our means and energies in improving the Harrison River 
road into a good waggon road. 


_ 5. A body of Royal Engineers and Royal Marines, numbering about 100 men, aug- 
mented by 30 civilian labourers, will be detached for that service as soon as Lieutenant 
Palmer, who is now employed in surveying the road, has completed his report. 


_ 6. The successful completion of this great enterprise will open a safe, easy, and com- 
paratively inexpensive route into the interior of British Columbia, and give facilities, 
at present unknown to the miner and the merchant, for the development of its mineral 
resources. 


7. The people at Port Douglas have expressed their willimgness to aid, either by their 
personal labour or by pecuniary contributions, in this important work; as, however, none 
of them are wealthy, their contributions will not be great, but their zeal for the progress 
and prosperity of the country.is encouraging to us and very honourable to themselves. 


8. Another road is now being opened from Fort Hope to Lytton on the left bank’ of 
the Fraser; it follows the valley of the Quiquialla, and from thence strikes Anderson 
River, which it keeps as far as Quayome, from whence there is a good road to Lytton. 
This route was discovered and explored by an inhabitant of Fort Hope, and the people 
with great spirit immediately raised the sum of 2,000 dollars among themselves for the 
purpose of opening a horse-path, which is made nearly half the distance to Quayome. 
Lieutenant Lempriere and two men of the Royal Engineers, who were lately sent by 
Colonel Moody to examine that line of road, will report upon it hereafter, and we 
propose giving further assistance, if requisite, to promote so useful a work. 

9. Our latest advices from Fort Yale report that a number of miners had arrived at 
that place from the upper country with unfavourable reports of the gold districts; on 
the other hand, the Commissioner at Lytton reports that the persons who have left that 
part of the country are a class that can well be spared, being principally gamblers and 
idlers, who will not steadily follow any avocation. The feeling against the mining licence 
fee is very general among the miners, and the tax is almost unproductive of revenue. 


10. We are now engaged in remodelling the mining laws of British Columbia, so as to 
approximate them as nearly as circumstances will permit to the mining laws of Australia. 


11. We have issued the new Customs Act and the Alien Act, which I will shortly 
forward to you. A very interesting report from Mr. Begbie, Judge in British Columbia, 
is herewith forwarded for your information. 


I have, &c. 


The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
me” &C, &c. &c. Governor. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 14. 
SIR, Victoria, April 25, 1859. 

1. I nave to report to you my return from the circuit which I have just held in British 
Columbia, as far as the Fountains, to which point I followed nearly the course of Fraser River. From 
thence I returned by the Lilloet route and the Harrison River to Langley. 

2. I have already hed the honour. to report for your information the proceedings at Langley, at 
Fort Hope, and at Fort Yale. 

8. Accompanied by Mr. Nicol the High Sheriff of British Columbia, and by Mr. Bushby the 
Registrar and Assize Clerk, or who at least acted in these capacities, I left Fort Yale on foot on the 
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28th ultimo with an Indian body servant, and seven other Indians carrying our tent, blankets, and 
provisions for Lytton on the forks of Thompson’s River. 
Acting on the suggestions of the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, Mr. Nicol and myself 


made a reconnaissance of the entire road travelled over, the result of which I hope shortly to be 


able to plot out and place in your Excellency’s hands. 

4. There being a considerable quantity of snow on the ground, we could not follow the mule 
trail, but kept on the right bank of the Fraser River until two or three miles below Quayome or 
Boston Bar. 


There are one or two restaurants on the road, one at Spuzzen, one at the top of the hill im- 
mediately above Yale, one at Quayome, and another about 18 miles from Lytton; but we found - 


it would have been an extreme inconvenience to have been without a tent and without a sufficient 


supply of provisions for the entire route. It would even be extremely economical to provide at Fort 


Yale the whole of the necessary stores to carry round the whole way across the portage between Lake 


Anderson and Lake Lilloet. Provisions we found to be at (to us) unusual prices,—flour, ¢.¢... 
p oy 9 OGes 


20d. to 2s. per lb. until we arrived at Lake Lilloet. 


5. The trail between Fort Yale and Quayome, by which we advanced, was at that time I should 
think utterly impassable for any animal but a man a goat, or a dog. It might, doubtless, be very much 
improved. In many places a very painful and dangerous ascent and descent of 20 minutes, in the 
whole course of which the traveller depends almost as much on his hands as on his feet, brings the path 
to within a few yards cf the projecting precipice through which a few pounds of powder would haye 
made an easy way. But it suggested itself as extremely doubtful whether it would be worth while at 
present to engage in any improvements on this part of the line until the far easier Lilloet route be 
rendered practicable, as it might for a considerable extent very readily be for carts. 


6. Between Fort Yale and Quayome there did not appear to be any land, except a few spots here 
and there of a very few acres in extent, capable of cultivation; but the soil was rich and well fitted 
for roots, and at Spuzzen accordingly the Indians had considerable potato patches; but nothing like 
an English farm could be established. 


7. Above Quayome the trail to Lytton presents no serious obstacles to prevent a cart road being 
made, except in two places. The country above Quayome very much changes its aspect. There are 
almost immediately found benches of fertile land, comparatively free from underwood, but tolerably 
thickly wooded with large trees not more than convenient, however, for farming purposes, which in 
fences, fuel, and log huts, rapidly consume timber. About half a day’s journey below Lytton a con- 
siderable enclosure of about 200 acres is made by felled trees, a Frenchman, whose name I did not 
learn, intending to make a farm there; very many such might be made. ; 


8. There are considerable beds of slate opening on the Fraser River, a couple of miles above 
Quayome, and these make their appearance two or three times before arriving at Lytton. At the 
place where I observed the first slate bed there is also apparently a spring highly charged with 
carbonate of lime, but it does not appear to be abundant, and, as far as I could trace, appeared to 
flow but from a very little distance above the bank. Leaves and branches of trees were thickly 
encrusted with a chalky or marly deposit, but were not hardened or petrified. ‘There were also om 
the beaches of the river, often seen limestone boulders; but I did not observe any in situ. 

There was a great change in the climate after passing the Quayome River; it was much drier, 
the springs less frequent, the soil sandier, the undergrowth much less dense, and the spruce, hemlock, 
Douglas, and cedars which we had carried all the way from the sea all disappeared by degrees, and 
were replaced by a pine, very similar to the Scotch fir, but with longer spines. The first place 
where we noticed this tree we named Scotch fir point. 


9. Lytton does not appear a well chosen site for any town. It is on the higher of two benches 
parallel to each other and to the River Fraser, the lower one being the narrowest, both terminating 
in a very steep descent, as steep as a man can descend without using his hands, to the River Thompson, 
I should think 300 or 400 feet deep. The upper plateau, on which Lytton is placed, descends by a 
similar bank of about 100 feet high to the narrow bench, which again descends by a similar precipitous 
bank upon Fraser River. At the south end of the town there is a very deep gully, which runs a 
considerable way into the mountains on the east of the river. Up this gully a road might be brought 
from the Fraser; it is, I think, the easiest way; but it would probably be from 1 mile to 13 mile in 
length for carts. ‘There is only one little rill of water to supply the town; it is adequate for the few 
houses now there, but quite insufficient for a town of any size. Mr. Nicol and myself ascended its 
course (it is an artificial ditch brought by miners) for about 14 mile, in order to see whether it was 
larger at its source, or diminished by percolation, as we had been told that at that distance it was 
15 times its bulk below. We found that this was an entire misrepresentation; we fancied indeed, but 
sometimes entirely changed our opinion, that the stream above contained somewhat more water. We 
had no means of gauging the rill. It is probably the fact that some water is lost, which by a careful 
system of waterproof piping might be available for the supply of the town; but at best it would be 
no more than a tolerably rapid flow in a channel a foot wide and 4 or 5 inches deep, not much more 
than in a sluice head on a single mining claim. Waterworks might easily be constructed to any extent 
upon the Thompson River, which runs swiftly, and in a very clear and abundant stream. From 
the nature of the soil I do not think wells would answer; I recollect that when I was on the spot the 
soil appeared to be more dried up than it now appears. I believe that the appearance was caused, not 
by aridity, but by severe cold. It is, however, very dry. There is on the right bank of the Fraser, 
above the Forks about three-quarters of a mile, a much more eligible site for a town, a plateau com- 
municating with the river at a convenient height, and again with many other plateaus of various sizes 
and of various heights above it, with abundant water supply in a large brook which runs strongly 
behind it, and abundance of wood behind, which at Lytton appears to have been rather scanty at the 
first, and now is all swept off for log houses and fires. 
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The only objection to this other site is, that it is a short distance above the mouth of Thompson’s 
River, so that travellers up that river would have to go three-quarters of a mile out of their way 
to visit the town. 

10. The shores of Fraser’s River were thinly dotted by miners on both sides: the great mass of 
miners were forcing their way up with provisions in boats; a very few were going up on foot; nearly 
the same number were returning on foot, alleging the high prices of provisions in the upper country. 


They were high enough at Lytton, where we were charged three dollars a head for each meal, con- 


sisting mainly of bacon and hearth-made bread. 


11. It was a great inconvenience to have no access to any books or plans of the town, which 
were all locked up. There were a few contested lots, but not many, and I should think the difficulties 
are not hard to settle. 


12. In the view of the extreme dearness and scarcity of fresh vegetables, I authorized one James 
Tackley to enclose and cultivate a small strip of land, about an acre, near the river Fraser ; such 
authorization to confer no pre-emption right nor any right whatever after Christmas next, and not to be 
alienable except by consent of the Chief Commissioner. I afterwards viewed and consented to cultiva- 
tion on the like terms at the following places :— 


10 acres, 2 men (Milroy, Scotch), about 10 miles above Lytton. 

5 acres, near the point of junction of the Lilloet route with the Fraser to a Lower Canadian. 

5 acres, at the upper end of Lake Anderson, to one Berger. 

40 acres, being 5 acres each to 8 men, at the half-way house between Lake Anderson and Lilloet. 
Gourley, a Scotchman, at the head. 

2 or 8 acres to the innkeeper, 10 miles above Port Douglas. 


Three other applications, upon which Mr. Nicol will probably have reported to the Chief Commis- 
sioner of Lands and Works, were made for larger quantities; viz. Mr. Bryant for 250 acres, near 
Pemberton; Duncan Robertson for 50 acres or thereabouts, near Port Douglas; and an innkeeper, 
four miles above Port Douglas, for a similar quantity. 


_ There was a considerable degree of anxiety manifested everywhere for the possession of land; in some 
instances the mere right to take the crop was not satisfactory, in others it was acquiesced in. 


13. At Lytton considerable excitement was manifested with reference to some ditch regulations which 
were then recently promulgated, and which I had not seen until I found them placarded on Captain 
Travaillot’s office door. The miners generally alleged that the quantity of water allowed toa ditch was 
too small; that in consequence of the lightness of the soil, the water in a ditch is lost by percolation; 
and although calculated by the Government to be sufficient for two sluice heads and charged as for two 
claims, is in fact scarcely enough for one when it reaches the spot worked; and that lumber is so dear and 
scarce (375 dollars per thousand,—in fact, not to be had in any quantity), that fluming is impossible. 
The gold they allege to be very uncertain in its deposit; and that small claims may sometimes be 
worked out in a day, while others may prove extremely valuable. ‘They allege further that it is very 
convenient to have or to be allowed to have ditches owned by parties entirely unconnected with the 
claims, who may sell the water in those ditches without limitation as to price or quantity. They 
did not seem to object to the limitation to sell only to licensed miners. 


14. As my own view, on the theory which I formed of the geological formation of the valley of the 
Fraser in this direction, is, that the whole valley and benches together are auriferous, and would pay 
under a large system of water working. I did not pay great regard to their complaints as to the un- 
certain nature of the deposits in the claims; which indeed I had from practical experience an illustration 
of. Mr. Nichol and myself washed about 20 pans and obtained 75 cents’ worth of gold. The next 
5 pans taken from the same spot yielded 2 dollars; all in rusty scale gold. 


15. The singular feature of level benches of various breadth, consisting of vast thicknesses of alluvial 
deposits, loam more or less sandy, and water-worn boulders, gravel, and pebbles, the benches being of 
various heights one above the other, parallel in their general direction with the course of the river and 
the mountains, between which it runs, and generally matched on either side of the river, forcibly recalls 
the “ parallel mountain roads,” as they are called among the Grampians in Scotland: which are now 
generally accounted for by geologists on the theory of the whole space between the boundary hill ranges 
having been originally a vast lake, and of successive elevations of the earth’s surface; a theory to which 
the neighbourhood of active volcanic ranges gives much plausibility. 





According to this theory, to which Mr. Nicol and myself gave attention in considering the country, 
and which seemed to explain all the phenomena, and to acquire additional plausibility from the different 
appearances which we remarked as we proceeded, but a detail of which would be out of place, a a along 
the dotted line formed at one time the bed of the lake. ‘The earth’s surface was locally raised so that 
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nB stood as high above the level of the sea as A 4 originally stood. The sudden rush of water swept 
away by denudation all the portion of the original deposit included between 33 aa. A similar up- 
reayal again occurred, which caused the denudation of the space cc 6. A third denuded ¢ pp ¢, and 
left the water to flow no longer in a lake, but contracted to the limits of a river, in its present bed Dp, 
It is probable that when so large a lake existed above the Forks, it would arrest as in a trough, exactly — 
as is done by the miner’s sluicing trough at the present day, only on a gigantic scale, all the finer par-+ 
ticles of gold brought down by the river from the mountains in the distant upper country. It is pro- 
bable, therefore, that at the distant geological epoch, when a long lake or a long series of lakes extended 
for many miles above the Big Canon, as far as I visited the country from about Quayome to some 
miles above the Fountains, a distance of 80 or 90 miles; the banks and bed of the river below these 
lakes was not auriferous, at all events not so highly auriferous as at the present day. But onthe theory 
that the sediment at the bottom of these lakes was all more or less auriferous, and that vast quantities 
of the sediment in successive portions were, upon each successive upheaval of the surface, hurried down 
by the mighty rush of waters through the Cafons, and into and over the smoother country below them, 
commencing at Fort Yale, we have again an exact repetition of the process witnessed every day in 
every rocker throughout the country. An enormous quantity of “pay-dirt” was at each upheayal 
cast into the vast sluice of the Frazer. The scale gold would be all intercepted in the rough beds of 
the river as it successively grooved out for itself another and another channel through the ancient bed 
of the original lake, or at all events in the holes and eddies in the rocks in its passage through the 
Caiions. 


This is the sieve of the rocker, where the scale gold is, unless the rocker be unevenly worked, always 
retained. The finer particles,—the flour or dust gold as it is called,—would be carried over the sieve by 
the rush of water on to the blanket, and would principally be retained in the first part of the blanket 
nearest the sieve. Hill’s Bar and Prince Albert’s Flat, and the district generally from Fort Yale to 
Fort Hope, accordingly are all impregnated with flour gold more or less, and generally more so than 
the country below, or far below Fort Hope. But the whole of the blanket in a rocker is worth 
searching, and is accordingly searched by the miner periodically; and we find “flour gold” accordingly 
down to Langley. It is a further corroboration of this theory, that while flour gold does not amount 
to above 15 per cent. of the gold found at the Forks, 85 per cent. or upwards of the gold found there 
being scale gold, I have never heard of a single scale being found at or below Fort Yale. ; 


16. If this view be correct, there are therefore in the benches at and around Lytton dry diggings 
on the most enormous scale. The district I visited from Quayome to the Fountains is about 70 miles 
long, and from one mile to five or six miles wide; and in many places 100, 200, and 400, in some even 
1,000 feet thick. Every spadeful I believe to be auriferous. The bed of the river pays the whole 
distance from $5 to $100 per hand per day; $12 is not unusual. It is, however, probable that the banks’ 
high above the river could not be worged advantageously without the application of copious washing. 
But the streams from the mountains on each side are very rare, compared with what is found below the 
Quayome, and water privileges are correspondingly valuable. There is, of course, a never-failing 
supply in the Fraser; but many of the benches are 600, and even, I should guess, 1,000 feet above its 
present bed (by estimation), and considerable hydraulic works would have to be undertaken, and by very 
different ditches, and on different principles from those now in force. It would be a question of 
engineering on a large scale. ; 


17. The character of the country at Lytton is preserved all the way to the Fountains, and for as far. 
as the eye can reach above Fountains, some four or five miles. The whole of the country is tolerably well 
adapted for stock. It appears rather too dry a climate for arable cultivation. There is abundance of 
nanch grass. Water is not everywhere metwith on the benches above the river, but the Fraser is always 
there. 


The soil is sometimes covered with shingles, at other times too sandy, but in general a light 
loam. ‘The pine trees already described appear by their resinous, spiky leaves, which strew the ground 
in great abundance, to make it much drier than it otherwise would be. These trees would soon be 
removed for firing, enclosures, and houses, and the country improve accordingly. ‘There is no under- 
wood. 


We procured horses from the Indian chief Spindlem for carrying our blankets, &c. over this portion of 
the route. In consequence of the dangerous nature of one part of the trail, called the “ Slide,” a few 
miles above Foster’s Bar, 18 miles from Fountains, the mule trail quits the Fraser at: Foster’s Bar, and 
ascends a small stream to an elevated plateau, descending by a beautiful valley to the plateaus above the 
Fountains. | 


On the top of the pass we found (7th April) three lakes all frozen. Mr. Nicol and myself got 
upon one, and found the ice about 4} inches thick. ‘This pleateau, however, wherever the snow was 
cleared away, showed an uncommonly rich vegetation in grass, equal almost to that on the Pitt Meadows 
—a fine rich black mould—and uncommon advantages (save for its great cold) for dairy farming. It 
appeared as if an unbounded number of cattle might be maintained in this valley, or rather double 
valley and pass, the lower parts of which seemed well adapted for the plough. 


‘The pass, which we estimated at about 165 miles long from Foster’s Bar, opens on the two vast level 
plains, on the lower of which Fountains is situated. 


These each of them contain apparently 1,000 to 1,500 aeres, with scarcely a tree or deviation from 
level, covered only with bunch grass, and terminated on all sides, except towards the mountains, by 
precipitous descents towards the river, each of which we conjectured to be not less than 500 feet, so 
that the upper plateau might be 1,000 feet above the level of the river. 


_l’rom hence Fraser’s river is seen coming down in a succession of beds in a narrow bed, edged with 
high narrow benches from the north-west, closely confined by lofty mountains, from 4,000 to 7,000 feet 


high, 
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18. On the southern part of the lower plateau are a few houses, stores, and tents. 

This is the Fountains. We had fresh meat here, the first since leaving Fort Yale. We found that 
Captain Travaillot, who had promised to meet us here, had left on the previous day, leaving word that 
he would wait for us at the point where the Lilloet trail falls on the Fraser River. There were notifi- 
cations of the new ditch orders; and that one Mr. Kelley, who kept store there, was appointed 
to receive payment of mining licences and other Government monies. ‘The price of provisions 
was higher, if anything, here than at Lytton. The place seemed very dull. ‘There were a few miners 
passing up and down. Some settlers seemed disposed to build, but the majority of those persons I saw 
wore an idle look; the bulk of the miners pass along the river far below, and, being supplied with 
their own provisions, they do not climb the high steep bank, at the top of which there is nothing to 
reward their pains, for the stores are of the commonest sort, and there are no drinkable liquors, nor, so 
far as I could see, any facilities for gambling. ‘The spot is probably the best in the immediate 
neighbourhood for a town. 

19. We left the Fountains the same afternoon for the place called Lilloet in this neighbourhood, 
i. e., the spot where the Lilloet route falls on the Fraser, and which I shall designate by the name 
Cayoosh. ‘The river which drains the lakes Anderson and Seton, and falls into the Fraser at this 
point, is called “ Nkoomptch Falls.” But two miles above the Fraser it receives a considerable acces- 
sion in the Cayoosh brook, which, being easier pronounced, is preferable, and is used in the locality 
among the whites to designate the Nkoomtch proper. ‘The trail, which is m general on a bench, with 
interruptions in some places, but which might easily be made into a good waggon road, passes in front of 
the mouth of the Seclatqua or Bridge River, at two miles; and, at four miles below Fountains, crosses by 
the ferry recently granted by Captain Travaillot to Aimable Bonnet and Calmel. ‘The tolls are 
perhaps not too high for the present rates of wages and provisions. The right is only granted for a 
year; and at the end of that time, or of a second year, they might probably be revised. ‘The ferrymen 
were about to establish immediately a boat for foot passengers opposite Cayoosh, as it was found that 
many people crossed there. I saw a good deal of them during several days; they seem civil and well- 
conducted men. 


20. Cayoosh is decidedly the most favourable position for a town that I have seen above Fort Hope, 
apart from its important position at the gorge of the Lilloet route. It is on the right bank of the 
River Fraser, at some distance from the river, and at a considerable height above it. The level benches 
on each side of the river, and which are all perfectly free from underwood, extend from above Fountains 
to a considerable distance below Cayoosh on the left bank, and terminate a little below the junction on 
the right bank of the Fraser, a distance of at least 11 or 12 miles in length, and of a breadth in the 
whole varying from one to four miles. ‘There are probably some 20 or 30 square miles of land ready for 
immediate occupation, the whole of which is fit for some description of farming, and about half of it 
admirably adapted for any description, either sheep, cattle, or the plough. In some places it is too 
sandy, in others too strong for the plough, but in these places there is an abundance of bunch grass, 
well adapted for stock of any sort. The soil is uniformly a red loam, in some places of exceeding 
richness and friability, degenerating in some parts into sand, in others covered thickly with large water- 
worn pebbles. 


I have already pointed out to your Excellency a sketch of the particular plateau on which we, Mr. 
Nicol and myself, thought a town could with most advantage be placed. It is on the right bank of 
the Fraser, immediately above its confluence with the Cayoosh. 


21. Two chiefs, said to be of extensive authority, paid me a visit while at Cayoosh. They com- 
plained of the conduct of the citizens of the United States in preventing them from mining, in 
destroying and carrying away their root crops without compensation, and in laying wholly upon 
the Indians many depredations on cattle and horses which these Indians informed me were in part 
at least committed by “ Boston men.” On the other hand many eases of cattle stealing were alleged 
by the whites of all nations against the Indians, and stealing indeed of anything which could by 
possibility be eaten. For even the cattle which Indians stole they did not attempt to sell or make 
use of otherwise than as food; and it was admitted on all hands that many hundreds of Indians had 
died of absolute starvation during the winter. The Indians ‘said that the salmon had failed them now 
for three years together. ‘The whites alleged, what is obvious to everybody, that the Indians are 
extremely averse to work except under the pressure of immediate hunger; and that they are so 
improvident as rarely to look beyond the wants of the day, and never to consider the wants of a 
winter beforehand. If I may venture an opinion, I should think that this is much more true of the 
savages who have never been brought into contact with civilization, than with those who have had 
even a little acquaintance with the whites. We found almost everywhere Indians willing to labour 
hard for wages, and bargaining acutely for wages, and perfectly acquainted with gold dust and 
the minute weights for measurmg one and two dollars with. These circumstances are inconsistent 
with an utter heedlessness for next day’s provisions; for in all cases we had to find these 
Indians in provisions as well as wages. And the amount of wages for the most abject. drudgery to 
which human labour can be put (viz.) carrying burthens, being 8s. per day and provisions pretty 
uniformly wherever we went, shows of itself a very high average rate of profit as the wages of labour in 
British Columbia. If this is the average remuneration of the most unskilled labour, what ought 
skilled labour supported by capital to earn? ; 


It was the uniform practice of storekeepers to entrust these Indians with their goods, generally 
100Ibs. flour, beans, or pork, and provisions for their own subsistence. Thefts were said to be unknown, 
and great care taken of their burdens. And these individuals who work I found extremely fleshy 
and hearty. My impression of the Indian population is that they have far more natural intelligence, 
honesty, and good manners than the lowest class, say the agricultural and mining population, of 
any European country I ever visited, England included. 

At Cayoosh I tried to cause a grand jury to be summoned to present all these matters formally 
to me; but there were not twelve British subjects there. 
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Bnitis 29. The road from Cayoosh to Lake Seton four to six miles according to the point of departure, isin 
COLUMBIA. one part not practicable for mules. ‘They ford the stream accordingly at present. The muleteers p se 
eo to bridge the stream before the summer floods set in. ‘They have already bridged it in one ‘phe 
between Lake Seton and Lake Anderson, at their own expense, $180. With one exception, there 
is no bridge on the Lilloet trail comparable to this, and with that one exception (worth perhaps 
$80 to $100), no ten bridges on that trail are together as considerable. ‘This part of the route 
might be easily made a good carriage road by means of two bridges; one of which, however, on to 
the bench at Cayoosh, would be a considerable undertaking. ‘The rest of the distance would be a 
very simple matter indeed; the ground is flat and tolerably clear, the bottom very sound, large 
coarse gravel affording excellent foundation; and there is on different slides from the cliffs any 
amount of beautiful naturally broken Macadam of any size. ‘The actual trail, shrinking from crossing 
the stream, follows generally a narrow, rocky, precipitous winding goat path along the cliff. The 
mules follow the other trail partly. L 


23. On Lake Seton there is excellent access to the water: it never freezes. There are here two 
or three houses used by the boatmen and muleteers. ‘This little settlement, I suggest, may be called 
Seton-foot. There is a very good whale boat and a scow in bad condition on this lake. The mountains 
come down on it so steeply for the greater part of its length on both sides, that I should consider a 
road out of the question. At the upper end there were also a few houses and another boat building, 
probably launched by this time. It is stated that from the point where the Nkoomptch and the Cayoosh 
join the valley of the Cayoosh proper leads to another large lake, which leads to a pass, the other side 
of which descends on Harrison Lake, a distance of three days. ‘This point of junction of the Cayoosh 
and Nkoomptch is of course below Lake Seton; it would of course be extremely important to discover 
such a pass, as it would be shorter than the present Lilloet route from the mouth of the Harrison River 
to the middle Fraser, especially having in view the very bad access to the upper ends of the Lilloet_ 
and Harrison Lakes at Pemberton and Douglas. I conceive, however, that a shorter way may be 
found which will not pass over any part of the Harrison River, *and which may proceed. by this 
Cayoosh Lake across some pass yet to be discovered, down upon a very long valley which opens upon 
Fraser River from the nort-west, and falls upon Fraser’s River about 15 miles above the Harrison, and 
which was noticed last January and marked in the reconnaissance then made. ‘There are a few houses 
at the upper end of Lake Seton, which I suggest might be called Seton Head. . 


— 24, From Lake Seton to Lake Anderson about 14 mile is practicable for a cart. There seems 
very little fall in the stream which runs from one lake to the other. It might probably be canalized 
at no great expense. A steamer could then go from the upper end of Lake Anderson to the lower 
end of Lake Seton without unloading. I calculated the lengths at 13} to 14} miles for Lake Seton, 
and 123 to 13 miles for Lake Anderson. They are generally reckoned three miles longer each of them; 
but boatmen usually exaggerate, and I was as careful as I could, and reckoned both by estimation 
and time. A steamer would be very useful, as we found on all the lakes. On every one we found 
either a dead calm, or a fresh breeze blowing up or down the lake, sometimes both ways at the 
different ends, which greatly delays the navigation in the row boats now in use. On two lakes we 
had favourable winds; on two we were delayed for 24 hours by contrary winds. . 


25. At the upper end of Lake Anderson there is a pretty little site for a small town. The Lilloet 
trail properly so called commences here; it is a cartway for some little distance; it might very readily 
and for afew hundred dollars be made practicable for carts for some miles; indeed, at a very sm 
expense, for the whole distance to Lake Lilloet. It generally follows the old Indian trail, which may 
be seen here and there swerving to the one side or the other. It only deviates in two places: close to 
Lake Anderson, and again a few miles before arriving at Lake Lilloet, in both instances apparently 
to avoid bridging streams which the Indians forded, and which could be bridged, the first for a very 
few score, the second for a very few hundred dollars. The deviations in each case appeared to be 
rather for the worse. ‘There are many places in which a slight deviation and the removal of a few 
barrow loads of earth or of a tree or two would have effected a great improvement, but there the trail 
was followed. 

The other deviation, near Lake Lilloet, leads by a shorter road over a hill to the lake. 


The Indian trail proceeds down the watercourse to the river Lilloet, some few miles above the head 
of the lake, where there are reported to be some five or six square miles of exceedingly rich prairie land. 
If the road were carried by a bridge across the Homush or Xoblish River, and again across the Lilloet, 
it would run nearly on a level all the way from Lake Anderson, and would open out this fertile valley, 
and fall on the Lilloet Lake at a point much better adapted for a harbour than that selected, and which 
is only approachable within three-quarters of a mile when the lake is flooded. On neither side of the lake, 
indeed, is there any space for even a goat-path, unless it were hewn away. But on the side actually chosen 
(the east or left side) there is for miles from the lake no place where three houses could be placed 
together, the ground is so excessively rocky and irregular, and there is no natural facility for forming 
aharbour. Qn the right side of the lake there are two islands, which seem to invite a couple of 
spars to be laid, which is all that is necessary to form a beautiful harbour; and the country, once 
escape a couple of hundred yards from the lake, is capable enough of being built on. There 
- oo) dre a complete monopoly thrown into the hands of the restaurateur in the only building at 

emberton. 


26. Lake Lilloet is quite impracticable, F conceive, for a road along its shore. The terminus at the 
lower end (where there is also a restaurant) is very badly placed, and the people were about to remove 
it 400 or 500 yards lower down. This lake connects by a twisting rapid stream of about 1,200 yards 
with the little Lake Lilloet, extending six miles further. This may at some future day be canalized, so 
as to allow a steamer to run about 21 or 22 miles without unloading. At present the navigation of 
the upper lake stops above the rapids; and as a good level road may easily be made along the edge of 
the lake on the left shore, where the ground is flat, well wooded, and not too much underwood, not sub- 


PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 23 


ject to overflow—in short, very well adapted for a road—not much use can perhaps at present be made 
of this lower or smaller lake. 


27. For 20 miles further there might easily be a cart road carried down the Lilloet, which it would 
probably be necessary to bridge twice. Mr. N icol conjectured that a good bridge might cost $800 or 
£1,000; but this was, of course, an estimate of the loosest description. There are some very curious 
hot wells about 134 miles from the lower end of the Lilloet Lake. The water issues from a mass of 
conglomerate, six or eight feet high, and the same width, partially imbedded in the hill side. From the 
centre issues the hot spring, large enough to fill a trough of the area of four inches square, probably at 
a height of about two feet from the bottom of the rock. 


On each side, out of the same mass of conglomerate, there issues a spring of cold pure water, of 
about the same bulk, and all three unite in a small pool, and form one stream, which falls into the 
Lilloet about 100 yards off. ‘The trees in the neighbourhood are of a singular vigour and beauty ; both 
hemlock, cedar, &c., and also maple and other deciduous trees. The water is extremely soft and 
agreeable to wash in; it has a slight sulphureous taste, and also is slightly chalybeate. It has a very 
perceptible odour, but is perfectly clear and colourless. We had no means of testing its temperature 
accurately, but even after some admixture of the cold springs, it is hotter than the hand can bear. 
should say probably 140° F. We gave to it the name of St. Agnes’ Well. 


28. The last 15 or 20 miles of the trail towards Port Douglas undoubtedly present greater difficul- 
ties than all the other part of the Lilloet route; and the worst part is that immediately falling on the 
Harrison Lake, which at present terminates at Port Douglas. 

This situation, though romantic and beautiful, and offermg to vessels lying, in its little lake a secure 
harbour during seven or eight months in the year, has such natural defects that nothing but necessity can 
justify its adoption or retention for a moment. For four or five months in the year, if not for a longer 
period, it may be said to be inaccessible either by land or water, except on foot. 


It is situated at the foot of a Hill; the trail ascends for upwards of an hour immediately from high- 
water mark; and we found the greater part of this hill encumbered with snow to such an extent (18th 
April), that pack mules could only make 10 miles in two days, and were nearly exhausted with that 
distance. In summer time the snow will not be there, but the waters will then be out; and it is to be 
apprehended that some parts of this trail will be less passable in June than in April. The snow, though 
often four and five feet deep, had begun to melt a good deal during the day, though it generally froze again 
at night; and the trail was in several places for 100. yards ankle deep im water; indeed, it often appeared 
as if the trail had been led into and along the dry bed of some watercourse by the persons who under- 
took to make the trail; a plan which is open to the objection that when the waters are out, and a road 
is most needed, the road is at its worst. ‘This observation is not to be confined to the portion of the 
trail next Port Douglas; on the contrary, this part shows more frequent indications of the hand of man 
than any other portion of the route. At one point, however, it is particularly annoying to find that the 
trail is conducted up and along some rather unusually broken ground into the very centre and strength 
of a waterfall of considerable size, far more than sufficient to turn any ordinary mill; and although 
we were able to scramble round it at a considerable risk of a tumble and ankle deep in water, it is 
probable that neither mule nor man can pass there in June. Neither mule nor man could have stood 
on the trail when we were there. ‘The waters were not out when the trail was laid out. And it is of 
the utmost importance that the whole locality should be carefully surveyed before the floods, and then 
again when they are at their height. 

29. To return. Behind Port Douglas there stands this difficult hill; before it lies a frozen lake for 
four months in the year, and when it is thawed (it had been quite open for some time when we were 
- there), this little lake, about 2,000 yards long by 250 to 600 wide, communicates with Harrison Lake by 
a tortuous, shallow, rapid stream, bearing only 12 inches water at its shallowest part (19th April). 
There is some flat land at the mouth, on both sides, but on the right bank liable to overflow; on the 
left dry; but both are liable to be frozen up, by an unimportant bar of ice, however, compared with that 
which obstructs Port Douglas. 

It is always referred to by storekeepers and carriers as the very worst and most difficult part of the 
whole trail to effect a transit over the frozen inner lake. A road might easily be constructed of a mile 
and a half in length along the left shore of this lake to the flat in question, which, however, will never 
be a good site. Better, however, than the present, which, if even the narrow channel and hill be dis- 
regarded or improved, has an irremovable objection in its ice, which this plan would avoid. An appli- 
cation for the purchase of all this flat has been made by a man named Duncan Robertson. There has 
been no measurement; it may be only 20 acres, but I should think nearer 50. It is densely wooded; 
so is all the valley behind Port Douglas. 


30. On the right bank of the Lilloet a large flat is formed, analogous to the delta at the mouth of 
many rivers, at present bearing a most magnificent growth of timber, principally cedar and hemlock. 
The soil is alluvial and decayed vegetable matter, forming a rich red mould. 


One or two small streams from the mountains north-west of the Harrison Lake fall through it. It 
is possible that a town might be raised here. In many respects it would have great advantages. 
It would have an open port all winter, and a level road up the valley of the Lilloet. Whether it could 
be carried up that valley for four miles (where we quitted the stream), or even higher, by crossing and re- 
crossing the stream, Mr. Nicol will probably report. We conceived that it would do for the site of a 
town when cleared, but the clearing would be very expensive; floods would probably, at all 
events, occasionally overflow the greater part of the level; and the bridging difficulties might be 
serious. 

The Lilloet here is very violent, as is shown by the enormous bulk and quantity of drift wood with 
which the upper end of Harrison Lake is strewn, and which far surpass anything I have ever seen. We 
attempted to ascend it in hopes of arriving at some level ground which we had been assured exists at a 
distance of three miles from the lake, and accessible for navigation; but although the river is navigable 
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or canoes, we satisfied ourselves that steam navigation was impossible. There is a fall of 15 feet in the 
250 yards immediately above the lake, and a tortuous channel besides. 


31. Bad as any harbour must be at this end of the lake, this side (the extreme right of the river 
mouth) offers the best position, and, with the aid of the drift wood, a floating breakwater might be made. 
The only winds which are ever felt, apparently blow up and down the lake, and we found on our passage 
that the winds follow the shores. 


32. It was surprising, with a population so unsettled, so often a great part of it at least changing, 
and so little habituated to the presence of law or justice, to find very few complaints; none of violent 
crimes. 

It was alleged that liquor was sold unscrupulously to Indians. Some cases of alleged breach of con- 
tract, which the defendants maintained to be mistaken contracts, were brought forward; and it was also 
given us to understand that those who brought such circumstances to our notice were amongst the most 
audacious infringers of the law when the officers of the law were absent. It is, of course, impossible 
ever to do sudden justice under any written system of laws, and our efforts were not always successful 
in endeavouring to obtain in any way immediate satisfaction. But in a political point of view these 
individual mischiefs were lost sight of, when it appeared that there was on all sides a submission to 
authority, a recognition of the right, which looking to the mixed nature of the population and the very 
large predominance of the Californian element, I confess I had not expected to meet. On the banks of 
the Lilloet there are very remunerative diggings, which I mention (though well known already) in order 
to make the remark that the gold in British Columbia is not all brought down by the Fraser, nor is the 
source of the gold confined to one region only in the canoe country or elsewhere. ‘The upper Lilloet 
valley is separated from the Fraser by mountains in such a way as to exclude the idea that its course 
is through the primeval bed of some lake into which the ancient Fraser emptied all these treasures; or 
if not the result would be the same, since the lake must have included half the colony at least. ; 


The landing and embarking at Port Douglas appears to be extremely inconvenient. A great part 
of the town apparently will in June be standing in the water, and so far it will be convenient that 
barges should come alongside of the stores; but goods will have to be moved in boats. And I should 
think it must be very unhealthy. It is by far the most active, stirring looking place we saw, nearly as 
large as Fort Yale. 


33. The shores of Lake Harrison are in general steep to the water, and inaccessible for roads. There 
are some important breaks on the left shore leading, as is believed, to the Cayoosh Lake. Another near 
the foot is.reported by the Indians to lead in three days to the forks of Thompson’s River. But the 
rapids between the lake and Fraser River offer a very serious obstacle to the navigation here, and it 
may be that a short portage across from Fraser River into Harrison Lake may be found advisable, from 


- a point above the mouth of Harrison River into the lake near the hot spring, which we did not visit, 


but named St. Alice’s Well. 


The distance from the lake to Fraser River I estimated at 114 or 12 miles. ‘The greater part of this — 
is navigable for vessels of considerable draught. ‘There is a shoal all along the exit from the lake, 
bearing five to six feet in its shallowest part. About half way down to the Fraser a considerable river 
comes in on the right bank, flowing from the reverse of the mountains or rather hills which lie west of 
Harrison Lake. This seems to change the nature of the current; however, from whatever cause, I 
never saw a river bed present a similar appearance. ‘The shores being flat and liable to overflow, the 
river proper occupies a bed of some mile or mile and a half in width, extremely irregular in depth, 
gravelly, sometimes nine feet deep, and at a boat’s length down the stream not nine inches. ‘The boatmen 
allege that this is caused by the salmon digging with their snouts. Giving the greatest credit to the 
fish and fishers for their industry and love of the marvellous, I thought it much more nearly resembled 
the effect of the “ripple-mark” observed in sands at low tide, and also in dry sands exposed to steady 
winds. But I never saw the appearance on such an enormous scale; in the summer, when the waters 
are high, stern wheelers can pass. But it must take a vast increase in the body of the water, and 
equivalent to a great many inches rise in the Fraser itself, to raise the surface of this part of Harrison 
River by a single inch, being very rapid and of the breadth I have mentioned. 


The remainder of my route is so well known to your Excellency, that I shall gladly bring this 
extremely lengthy communication to a close. 

34. The chief points which struck me, to make a brief re-capitulation, were :— 

lst. The ready submission of a foreign population to the declaration of the will of the executive, 
when expressed clearly and discreetly, however contrary to their wishes. 

2Qndly. The great preponderance of the California or Californicized element of the population, and the 
paucity of British subjects. 

3rdly. The great riches, both auriferous and agricultural, of the country. 

4thly. The great want of some fixity of tenure for agricultural purposes. 

And dthly. The absence of all means of communication, except by foaming torrents in canoes or over 
goat tracks on foot, which renders all productions of the country, except such as, like gold, can be carried 
with great ease in small weight and compass, practically valueless. 

I have, &c. 


“is Excellency Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) Mart. B. Becsir, 
&e. &e. &e. 
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DISTANCES. 
a Miles, J sani pee 
ourney,. 
Fort Yale to— 
Spuzzem ss - - - - -| — 1 | Much snow; regained the river after 
4 miles. 
Quayome (Boston Bar) - a ly 
Lytton (Fort Dallas) cate Forks - Sey 24 
Foster’s Bar - -| — 15 
Fountains - - - Sia lee 1 
Cayoosh 4 f - - - une 3 | This is half a day including the starting, 
undoading, &c.,‘and ferry. It is a per- 
fectly clear meadow. 
Seton Foot . ve re 
Seton Head eeveneth of Lake Seton to Lake 4 
Anderson- 11 | — | The boatmen say 18 miles. 
Anderson :—Length iP Lake Uciderson - -| — — | The boatmen say.16 miles. 
Pemberton (on Lake Lilloet) - - | 242 2 | There is a good half-way house. 


Lake Lilloet :—Length of Upper Teka -  - 
Hot springs, including Lower Lake, 6 miles 





long - - - - - | 133 1 
Port Douglas” - - - oe a Mater 4 2 | Another extra day for mules. Four days 
from Lake Lilloet to Port Douglas. 
Lower end Harrison Lake - - ED \cnee a 
1 4‘ 7 ' 
Harrison River (from Lake to Fraser) -| 12 ie NAO Ron Eaves; Foreg aide ant 





On foot the whole way, except on the lakes and below Harrison Lake. ‘The distances are estimated 
partly by adding the different distances guessed at as we came along the trail; some by time and 
estimated rate of speed. We generally walked 7 or 8 hours besides stoppages, sometimes 10 hours. 
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Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Doucuas, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P. 


Government House, Victoria, Vancouver's Island, 
(No. 175.) July 1, 1859. 
SIR, (Received August 26, 1859.) 
I nave duly received your Despatch No. 32,* of the 15th March, in reference to 
the admission of barristers and attorneys to the Ganirh of British Golunbia: 

2. The liberal measure of allowing foreign counsel to practise in the Court of British 
Columbia has been attended fortunately by no evil effects, no foreigners having either 
practised in the Court or otherwise derived any advantage whatever from the concession, 
one cause for which may be assigned to the fact that the country has enjoyed a singular 
degree of quiet, and almost an exemption from troublesome litigation. 


3. The privilege granted by the order of Court in favour of attorneys and solicitors of 


the Supreme Court of the United States expired yesterday, and will not be renewed, as 
numbers of English lawyers have arrived, who purpose residing here permanently and 
practising both in the Courts of British Columbia and Vancouver's Island. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &c. &c. | Governor, 
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No. 16. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dove as, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lytron, Bart., M.P. 


(No. 182.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, July 2, 1859, 
(Received August 26, 1859.) 
Sir, (Answered, No. 24, September 23, 1859, page 102.) 

I nave had the honour of receiving -your Despatch No. 48,* of the 11th April 
last, having reference to the disturbances which occurred in January last at Fort Yale, 
and forwarding for my information the copy of a letter from Lord Naas, with an inclosure 
from the Chief Inspector of the Constabulary in Ireland relative to the request made for 
a body of the Irish Constabulary to be sent to British Columbia, and representing the 
necessity for further information upon various points of detail mentioned. 

2. I have given immediate attention to that matter, and have the honour to forward 
herewith a statement which will supply the information required. 

8. With reference to your remarks respecting the inability of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to undertake the expense, partially or otherwise, which the proposed police force 
would entail, I have only to observe that in such case it will be advisable not to send out 
the force, as it is impossible to raise money in the colony at present to meet the expendi- 
ture that would thereby be incurred ; and, moreover, the military force now in British 
Columbia and the gradual accession of a British population render the step every day less 
a measure of necessary safety. 3 

4. The population of British Columbia would, as you correctly surmise, zealously come 
forward if required for their own protection ; but it has always appeared to me a most 
dangerous policy to put the sword into the hands of aliens who have no love for British 
institutions, and who might turn it against the Government whenever it suited their pur- 
pose. The geographical position of British Columbia must be remembered, and it also 
must not be forgotten that until lately British subjects formed but a small portion of the 
multitudes that poured into the country; and although I firmly believe that among the 
thousands of persons who have since departed from the colony scarcely one British sub- 
ject could be found, still even in the population that remain the proportion of British — 
subjects is far from being in the ascendant. ‘The difficulties attendant upon the employ. 
ment of a volunteer force upon occasions of emergency are consequently great; but, 
apart from other considerations, there is one very grave objection which particularly 
presents itself. In a gold-producing country men cannot and will not render their ser- 
vices to the Government gratuitously, and the amount of recompence they expect is 
exorbitant. Upon the occasion of the disturbances at Fort Yale certain volunteers were 
employed by Colonel Moody. ‘These men cheerfully and most zealously afforded their 
services, so much so, indeed, as to call forth a warm letter of commendation from Colonel 
Moody; but they demanded 5 dollars a day for their services and as compensation for 
their loss of time, and under the circumstances I was compelled to meet the demand. I 
am strongly inclined to believe that, as a measure of wise policy and of sound economy, 
it is beyond doubt advisable to employ none but British subjects in protecting British 
territory. 

5. I have read with due attention your remarks respecting the provision to be made 
for the repayment by the colony of the advances made from the mother country for the 
equipment and conveyance to British Columbia of Colonel Moody’s party of Royal En- 
gineers. ‘The colony is most anxious to acquit herself of every obligation conferred upon 
her, and she is quite capable of meeting all her civil expenditure in a befitting and proper 
manner, but the cost of the maintenance of the military force, with the heavy charge for 
colonial pay, is at present more than her finances can bear. The development of the 
country has been stayed for want of funds, and the amount of revenue has in consequence — 
fallen far short of my expectations. I cannot refrain from remarking, however, that the 
expense of sending the Royal Engineers to British Columbia is a charge than can scarcely 
with perfect justness be assigned to the colony, seeing that after all the object in view 
was one purely of an Imperial character. But be that as it may, Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment must be lenient and kind, and must, until the colony is in a condition to discharge 
her liabilities, look for repayment in the acquisition of a magnificent domain, which will 
give an expansion to British trade and influence in this part of the world that now can 
be sufficiently appreciated, and which was unattainable by other means. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&e. &e. &e. Governor. 
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Enclosure in No. 16. 


Axswrrs to the Questions proposed by the Inspector General of the Irish Constabulary, dated 
March 15, 1859, and forwarded in Lord Naas letter of the 21st March, relative to sending out part 
of that force to British Columbia. 


1. What number of men of each rank, Head of land after six years’ faithful service in the 
Constables, Constables, and Sub-Con- Colony would be made to them by the Colony. 
stables, would be required? ; 4, Would married men, or what portion of 

None of the superior ranks would be required, them, be accepted ? 


as there are in the Colony many applicants for Married men would be preferred. 
employment of such capacity, officers who have 


served in thearmy, &c. ‘The following establish- 5. Any limit as to age? 
ment is proposed, of which the constables and the From 21 to 35 years of age. 
sub-constables only need be sent out :— 6. Presuming that the men themselves would 
2 Sub-Inspectors. have a free passage, would this provision 
6 Head Constables. extend to wives or to families in the case 
25 Constables Serjeant. of married men, should such be accepted? 
117 Sub-Constables or Privates. It would be desirable that a free passage should 


2. Would the men be required to engage for be given to the wives and families of the men. 
a particular period of service, for an 
unlimited period, or upon what other 
conditions in that respect ? 
For six years. 


7. Relative to pay. 
The following is the rate of pay proposed :— 
Head Constables or Serjeant Major, ten 
shillings per diem. 


3. Upon what conditions would they be en- Constable or Serjeant, nine shillings per 
gaged in regard to retiring allowance or diem. 
pension, and would past service in the Sub-Constable or Private, eight shillings per 
Constabulary at home be recognized and diem. 
allowed for? They would be required to feed themselves, 


No retiring allowance or pension could be ac- but would be provided with lodging, and one suit 


corded by the Colony, but a free grant of six acres _ of clothing annually. 


JAMES DovucLas. 
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Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Doverta C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir EK. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P. 


(No. 183.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, July 2, 1859. 
Sir, (Received August 26, 1859.) 

-  [uave duly received your Despatch of the 12th April last, No. 50,* in reply to 
my proposal to purchase or build a steam vessel intended for the transport of troops and 
Government stores in Fraser’s River, and as a means of restraining the refractory and of 
enforcing law and order among the population of the mining districts. - 


2. I observe that Her Majesty’s Government, without doubting the judiciousness of 
the plan for local interests, decline giving it their countenance or support. I rejoice, 
therefore, that circumstances subsequent to the date of my Despatch induced me to defer 
the execution of the project until I received your reply. I will now abandon it alto- 
gether, or until such time as the colony may be in a condition to defray the cost from her 
own resources. 


8. You again call my attention to the circumstance of the liability to the mother 
country which the infant colony of British Columbia has incurred in the earliest step 
taken by the Home Government for her establishment and protection. Her Majesty’s 
Government may rest assured that, when the colony can do so, the obligation will be 
faithfully repaid. She can only attain to that condition when her resources are more 
fully developed, and it is undeniable that her development has been retarded, and my 
hands have been tied through the want of funds to undertake and carry out important 
and indispensable public works. ‘The assistance of a Parliamentary grant would have 
enabled me months ago to have adopted such measures as to settle and retain a large 
population in the country, and to hold out inducements to British subjects to flock to this 
desirable land. Upon the first intimation of the discoveries of gold thousands poured 
into the country, and spread abroad throughout its length and breadth, without a thought, 
and apparently without a care, as to how a land hitherto wild and uninhabited, except by 
the native Indian, was to provide them with the means of subsistence. Gold was found, 


Ill. 


BritisH 
_CoLumpia, 





Encl, in No, 16, 


No. 17, 


* Vide papers 
presented 
August 1859, 
page 85. 


BritisH 
*CoLUMBIA. 


_ 


No. 18. 


98 PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


and in quantities beyond the usual yield in the neighbouring and older gold districts of 
California. So long as his scanty stock of provisions lasted, the adventurous miner was 
content; but when the winter approached, and the rugged mountain passes no longer 
afforded the means for introducing further supplies, he was exposed to privation and 
hardships of no ordinary description. Numerous were the departures from the country 
in consequence, and those leaving did not fail to exaggerate their ills and to spread abroad 
reports most unfavourable to the country. This might naturally have been expected to 
some extent, under any circumstances or condition of the country; for, the wildest 
notions being entertained of the facilities which existed for acquiring instant wealth, dis- 
gust and ill-feeling soon followed the non-realization of extravagant expectations; but had 
the means been at my command, much might have been avoided. I used the most 
strenuous efforts to facilitate the introduction of supplies, but my resources were limited, 
and I could only partially open one route, although 15,000/. from the revenues of the 
colony were expended in the object. The difficulties to be overcome in opening out the 
country of British Columbia are of no ordinary character, and the expense attending all 
works of labour is enormous ; but I do not despair of the benefits resulting in time re- 
paying the outlay. In another Despatch of this date I have mentioned that the colony 
can and will support in a befitting manner all her civil staff, large as that staff is, in con- 
sequence of the extensive nature of the country and the scattered condition of the 
inhabitants; but the cost of the military establishment is a charge that she cannot at 
present find the means to meet, for it alone would more than absorb the entire revenue 
of the colony; and, therefore, for the present, we must earnestly hope that the mother 
country will be kind and generous, and will not refuse her aid to this her youngest, but 
not least valuable colony ; for the day will undoubtedly come, and may not be far distant, 
when the possessions of Great Britain in this part of the world will exercise no insignifi- 
cant or unimportant influence on the fast-spreading interests in the Pacific Ocean of other 


great nations. ? 
I have, &c 


The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart. M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, - 
&c. &c. &c. Governor. 





No. 18. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P. 


Government House, Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 
(No. 185.) July 4, 1859. 
Sir, (Received August 26, 1859.) 
Tue latest intelligence received from Mr. Sanders, the Assistant Gold Commis- 
sioner for the district of Fort Yale, is very interesting and of a cheering character. 


2. That gentleman in his last report, dated the 28th June, states that accounts from 
Prince Albert’s Flat continue to be favourable, and the miners who have taken up claims 
there assure him that the Pay Streak yields 5 cents to the pan, which they consider a fair 
return for their labour; and Mr. Sanders is of opinion that the Flat, which is of great 
extent, will afford profitable employment to hundreds of miners for years to come, 


8. A mining bar, about seven miles above Yale, commonly known as Sailors Bar, which 
is occupied by a person named Mead and another, who are the sole grantees of two 
springs yielding sufficient water to supply three sluice meads, are making, according to 
their own statement, 50 dollars to the man a day. In consequence of the small supply of 
water on this extensive bar it is unavoidably monopolized by these two men, and will 
afford them employment at the same rate of remuneration for many years to come. 


4. Some Chinese miners have settled on an elevated bank on Fraser’s River beyond 
Spuzzem, and as there is no water on the spot, and their own small means are insufficient 
to bring in an artificial supply from the neighbouring mountains, they convey tbe soil 
for washing in wheelbarrows to the river’s edge, a fact which goes far to prove the 
extreme richness of the deposit. 

5. ‘These elevated banks have long been known to be rich, but there being on many of 
them no natural supply of water, it will require a considerable capital to bring in supplies 
of that indispensable element. 

6. The ditch on Emory’s Bar has been moved back, in order to facilitate the working 
of the bank, which has, however, not proved so productive as expected. 
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7. The miners on Hill’s Bar are sinking shafts in the mountains, in rear of the. bar; 
but when Mr. Sanders last visited the spot, on the 21st June, they had not attained to a 
sufficient depth to determine the value of the auriferous soil with any degree of positive- 
ness; the miners were, however, quite satisfied from the indications of the beds of earth 
that their endeavours were likely to prove successful. 


8. Mr. Sanders laments the great loss of gold arising from careless working and the 
want of proper means to retain the “rusty gold,” and remarks that one-half at least of 
the fine gold escapes on the surface of the water used in washing, nor will ‘ rusty gold” 
amalgamate with quicksilver, and he states, in proof of the superficial, ineffective manner 
in which the diggings are worked, that an experienced and well-informed ditch-owner 
assured him that he would have no hesitation in undertaking to work over again those 
parts of Hill’s Bar which are suppose to be exhausted, with a certainty of realizing from 
6 dollars to 8 dollars a day for eacl man employed. Yet, on this bar many miners have 
taken out of a 25-foot claim as much as 6,000 and 7,000 dollars, exclusive of cost of 
labour, water, and subsistence. ; 


9. The miners are full of confidence in the resources of the country, and are looking 
forward to great discoveries in British Columbia. ‘They seem to think that parties should 
be organized to prospect the interior, and good miners have offered their services for that 
object, on condition of being furnished with food and rewarded, in the event of success, 
with grants of mineral land or a quartz-lead claim. 


10. Mr. Sanders further reports that the accounts from the upper districts of Fraser’s 
River are most encouraging, rich alluvial diggings having been found in the neighbour- 
hood of Fort Alexandria, and extensive and rich dry diggings near Lytton. 


_ 11. Mr. Sanders had also been informed that silver has been discovered to the eastward 
of Sailors Bar, and he promises to procure and forward specimens next week. It is also 
reported that quicksilver had been discovered, but the Commissioner thought it not im- 
possible that the discoverer had mistaken red sandstone for “ cinnabar,” the mineral which 
contains quicksilver. 


12. Mr. Sanders’ report contains nothing further of importarice. 


13. The opening of roads through the mountainous districts of British Columbia into 
the interior is now the object which has the strongest claim upon our attention. A party 
of Royal Engineers are now employed in making the road from Fort Hope to Boston 
Bar, and a detachment of Royal Engineers and Royal Marines, exceeding 100 men, are 
employed in widening and improving the Harrison Lilloet Road. 


i4. The transport by that road into the interior is already very great. About 100 pack 
mules leave Douglas weekly with freight for Bridge River. From returns made up at 
Douglas it appears that 3,600 tons of provisions have been carried over that road since it 
was first opened, in the month of November last. The rate of freight by that route rose 
at one time last winter to 37 cents. a pound, a state of things induced by the want of 
competition and by the severity of the weather, but itis now reduced to 10 cents a pound 
all through from Douglas to Bridge River, and from this place (Victoria) to Douglas 
1+ cents, making the whole expense of freight from this place to Bridge River, a distance 
of 316 miles of inland transport, 114 cents. a pound, which is reasonable compared with 
what the charge once was, though still susceptive of reduction. 


15. The regular settlement of the country by a class of industrious cultivators is an 
object of the utmost importance to the colony, which is at present dependent. for every 
necessary of life, even to the food of the people, on importation from abroad. 


16. It is thus drained of its wealth, and its progress retarded; evils which must exercise 
a depressing influence on the country at large until it possesses a fixed population and 
produce of its own. 


17. The mining population are proverbially migratory and unsettled in their habits, 
seldom engaging in any other than their own absorbing pursuits; and, therefore, it is he 
who tills the soil—the industrious farmer—who must clear the forest, bring the land into 
cultivation, and build up the permanent interests and prosperity of the colony. 


18. We are for that reason most anxious to encourage the actual settlement of the 
country, and that the process should commence on the sea coast, and spread from thence, 
as much as possible, continuously along the course of the great rivers into the interior. 


19. There are considerable tracts of level land and some prairie land on Fraser’s River. 
The country on Harrison’s River and Lake is less favourable for settlement, the lake, 


about 35 miles in length, being on all sides bounded to the water’s edge by precipitous 
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mountains, and not comprising, I believe, throughout its whole extent, 500 acres of land 
fit for cultivation. The valley of Harrison’s River does contain some level land, but the 
quality of the soil is arid and stony. 

20. Nothing, however, can surpass the imposing beauty of the mountain masses and 
deafening cataracts of those two districts, the admiration of every lover of the sublime 
and picturesque in scenery. 

21. They are, moreover, not without value in other respects, possessing as they eminently 
do, in boundless extent, pine forests of the largest growth and finest quality, with an almost 
unlimited amount of water power, readily applicable for propelling machinery at the 
smallest expense. 

22. With the further advantage of a safe water communication to the sea, the inhabi- 
tants of those districts will doubtless turn their attention to the export of spars and deals, 
which can be rafted at little cost to Queensborough, ahd thence shipped to all parts of 
the world, a trade that must eventually become,a great source of wealth to the country. 


23. The geological phenomena observed on the banks of Harrison’s River favour the 
belief that the district is auriferous, and this opinion receives corroboration from the fact 
that a party of French miners have worked the gravel beds of that river with a marked 
degree of success, their Joint earnings having averaged about 7 dollars a day to the man, 
and they are now making earnest preparations for renewing the operation as soon as the 
river abates. | 

24, The present white population of Douglas is about 150 souls. I was much pleased 
with their conduct when recently on a visit to that place; they came forward in the 
most liberal manner, after an address from me on the subject, to tender a subscription of 
about 300 dollars, and the offer of an assessment of 10 per cent, on the value of their pro- 
perty, in aid of the road to Bridge River. I thanked them for the support thus tendered, 
and promised to make honourable mention of their act to Her Majesty’s Government. 

25. A water power sawmill of great capacity, with a planing and grooving machine 
attached, has been lately erected on one of the mountain streams that sweep through 
the town of Douglas, and I have no doubt that the enterprise of Mr. McDonald, the 
spirited proprietor, will meet with a rich reward. 

26. Colonel Moody is making great efforts to bring surveying parties rapidly into the 
field, but the survey of the site of Queensborough, and other necessary work, has led to 
unavoidable delays, and no country land has as yet been brought into market. ‘There is 
much popular clamour on that account, and should the pressure for land be great, I 
think it will be advisable to meet the emergency by establishing some temporary system 
of occupation, which would enable settlers to hold and improve certain specified tracts of 
land under a pre-emption right until the surveys are completed, when it might cease to 
be in force. 

27. ‘The declared value of imports into British Columbia for the quarter ending the 
80th June amounts to 247,755 dollars 66 cents, and the revenue derived from customs 
duties for the same period amounts to 4,133/. 16s. 

28. There is some excitement at present about the gold diggings of Queen Charlotte 
Island, and application has been made to me for aid and protection on the part of the 
Government. 

29. Ifa party of sufficient strength for self-protection can be united for the purpose of 
exploring that island, and developing its mineral and auriferous resources (which I believe 
to be valuable), and thus form the nucleus of a settlement. I will at once enter into 
communication with the senior naval officer present, requesting him, if possible, to detach 
one of Her Majesty’s ships now here to accompany and give the party such aid and 
assistance as may be requisite on their first landing, and to remain near them until they 
can construct works for their protection against the natives, who are numerous and 
troublesome. 

30. I have only further to report the general tranquillity and welfare of the colony. 
The numbers of the ‘* Victoria Gazette” mentioned on the margin are herewith enclosed, 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &e, &c, Governor, 
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No. 19. Couper. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovuetas, C.B., to the Right Hon. No. 19. 


Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., M.P. 


(No, 189.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, July 6, 1859. 
: (Received August 26, 1859.) 
Sims i (Answered, No. 15, September 5, 1859, page 100.) 


I nave the honour to forward to you herewith for your approval and confirmation 
a return of the provisional appointments I have made to offices, which there was an 
absolute necessity for establishing in British Columbia, between the Ist January and 
80th June 1859. 


Enclosure. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., M.P, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&e. &e. &c. Governor, 


& 


Enclosure in No. 19. Encl. in No.19- 


A Rerurn of Provisional Appointments made by the Governor of British Columbia, between the 
Ist January and 30th June 1859, and now submitted for Approval and Confirmation. 


























By Date 
Date 8 of 
: i Where Letter of 
of To what Office. Name, as Introduction 
: = S stationed, from 
Appointment. a = Colonial 
ro Office. 
— 
1859, 
19 April - | Stipendiary Magistrate and | Warner Reeve Spald- 300 | Queensboro’ | Z1 Oct.1858. 
Justice of the Peace ing. 
. Ditto - - - - | Peter O’ Reilly -| 250] Langley - | Dec.S 1858. 
1 March - | High Sheriff - - - | Charles S, Nicol - 250 | PortDouglas. tie. 
8 June ~- | Stipendiary Magistrate and | Thomas Elwyn - | 250 | Lilloett, — 
Justice of the Peace. 
Po - | Ditto - - - - | Henry Maynard Ball 250 | Lytton - |8 Mar, 1859. 
1 April -.| Assistant Gold Commis- | Edward Howard San- 350 | Fort Yale - | 11 Nov.1858. 
sioner, ders, 
19 April - | Chief Clerk in the Colonial | Charles Good - - | 350 — oe 
Secretary’s Office. 
7 March - | Chief Clerk in the Trea- | John Cooper + «- | 300 eb ia, 
sury. 
23 May ~- | Clerk inthe Custom House | William Hutton 200 i Le 
M‘Crea, 
8 February- 
Registrar of the Supreme | Arthur T. Bushby - | 250 — << 
Court, 
8 April - | Revenue Officer - - | Charles Wylde - | 200] Langley - | 3 Dee. 1858. 
(Signed) James Dovuetas, 
No. 20. No, 20. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Doveuas, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lytron, Bart., M.P. 


(No. 194.) Government House, Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 
July 23, 1859. 
Sir, (Received September 7, 1859.) 
I nave the honour to acknowledge your Despatch No. 63,* of the 11th May, * Vide papers 
transmitting for my information and guidance, copies of a correspondence with the vous 1359 
Admiralty and other Departments of State, relative to the erection of lighthouses on page 87.” 
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certain of the salient points of the Straits of Fuca and the approaches to Esquimalt 
harbour, and I feel highly gratified by the intelligence conveyed in your Despatch of the 
intention of Her Majesty’s Government to advance the sum of 7,000/. for the construction 
of those important works, on the condition that one moiety of it shall be repaid by the 
Colonies of Vancouver's Island and British Columbia jointly, and measures will accordingly 
be adopted for that purpose. 


2. I observe that you have requested the Board of Trade immediately to send out 
the lanterns and light apparatus, and that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
have been requested to instruct the naval officers stationed here to give me every as- 
sistance to facilitate the work. . 


4. I depend greatly on Captain Richards, R.N., for the selection of the proper sites, 
and with him I will associate a Committee of Naval Officers and experienced Ship. 
Masters, so that the choice may be made with due care and discrimination. 

5. You may also rest assured that no time will be lost in carrying into effect an under- 
taking which promises to be so highly conducive to the commercial progress of the country. 


I have, &c. ain 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 


&e. Xe. &e. Governor. 





No. 21. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P. 


(No, 201.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, August 16, 1859. 
(Received October 10, 1859.) 
Str, (Answered, No. 30, October 20, 1859, page 104.) 
1. I wave the honour of transmitting for your information the report of an over- 
land journey of survey in the districts of British Columbia, bordering on the Thompson, 
Fraser, and Harrison Rivers, undertaken at my request -by Captain Richards of Her 
Majesty’s Ship “ Plumper,” and: conducted by Lieutenant Richard Mayne of that ship, 
who has performed the service on which he was detached with a degree of success and 
ability creditable alike to the talents and enterprise of that useful and active officer, 


2. ‘The report contains much interesting topographical information, and is accompanied 
by a valuable explanatory map of the countries described. 


3. I would submit how desirable it would be to have this map lithographed in England, 
and distributed there, and a few sets sent out for sale and distribution in the Colony. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., M.P., (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &c. &c. Governor. 





Enclosure 1 in No. 21. 


H.M. Ship “ Plumper,” Esquimalt, Vancouver Island, 
Sir, July 7, 1859. 

{ nave the honour to forward, in compliance with orders from Captain Richards, R.N., a copy of 
my sketch of part of British Columbia, and my report on the same; also a box of geological specimens 
collected by Dr. Campbell. 

I have, &e. 
His Excellency J. Douglas, Esq., C.B., (Signed) Ricup. C. Mayne, Lieutenant. 
Governor, &c. 
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H.M.S. “ Plumper,” Esquimalt, Vancouver Island, 
Sir, July 7, 1859. 
I wave the honour to report that in pursuance of your orders after leaving H.M. Ship under 
our command I proceeded to Langley, and taking the first steamer to Fort Hope, reached that place 
on the 23rd of April. 

I left Fort Hope on the 29th, and reached Fort Yale on the same evening. 

The part of the Fraser River between Forts Hope and Yale is so well known that I need not speak of it, 
except perhaps to say that several rocks must be removed before it can be made reasonably safe for steam 
nayigation, and that I feel sure, both from the geographical position of Fort Yale, and the nature of 
the country between it and Lytton, it will be many years before it would be remunerative to do that. 

We left Yale on May 2nd, and followed the river trail to Lytton, which we reached on the 7th. 

The'distance by trail from Yale to Lytton is about 60 miles, and the ground over which the trail 
passes is the roughest on which I have ever travelled, the greater part of it being over sharp pointed 
rocks or granite boulders. Some of the ascents in the Great Cation, which is 6 miles long are from 
30° to 36° and nearly perpendicular over the water. ‘The current in the narrowest parts | estimated 
at 15 or 16 knots an hour. During the whole summer this part of the river is impassable for boats 

oing up, and though some few people have come down it in safety, a great many have perished in 
the attempt. 

‘There, Ve hardly any land fit for cultivation between Lytton and Yale. There is a small flat at 
Spuzzum, and several above Boston Bar, but they only average 200 or 300 yards long by 50 or 60 
wide, and are almost all thickly timbered, and covered with granite boulders. ‘The largest one is about 
9 miles below Lytton and is fenced in, I believe by an American, though no one is living there now. 
It is about 1,000 yards long by 400 yards wide, well covered with grass, but very sandy soil. 

From Yale to Boston Bar, the vegetation is limited to pine trees and a few alders, wild onions and 
yetches growing among the rocks. Above Boston Bar it improves, and on the flats before mentioned 
there are currants, cherries, gooseberries, and Oregon grapes in considerable quantities, and willows 

and maple in addition to the pine and alder. | 
- About 2 miles above Boston Bar we found a bed of fine clay slate, running in an easterly direction; 
dip ranging from 5° to 40°, strike about 25°; and about 3 miles further on we come to a bed of lime- 
stone, the only one we saw between Yale and Lytton. The surface was very small. With the exception 
of these two beds, and a very small surface of clay slate, close to Spuzzum, we saw nothing but granite, 
both in jis mountains and in boulders of every shape and size, some at Wellington Bar being 10 or 15 
tons weight. 

There is a ferry at Spuzzum, and another at Boston Bar. The former it is not necessary to cross 
travelling on foot, but the latter must be crossed to get to Lytton. 

There are several “restaurants” along the road (every place where anything can be got to eat is 
called a restaurant in this country), where tea, coffee, bread, bacon, and beans can be got, as well as a 
plank to sleep on, and these places are at such distances apart that no man possessed of any money 
‘need sleep out. 

At Chapman’s and Boston Bars there are large stores belonging to the express men, Messrs. Wells, 
Fargo, and Co., and Ballow. 

e mule trail leaves the river at Yale and meets it at Spuzzum, crosses it there, and again leaves 
it until reaching Lytton. It was blocked up by snow when I went up. 

Lytton is at the Forks of the Thompson and Fraser rivers, on the south bank of the former, and 

west of the latter, and is composed of 8 or 10 stores, and a Government house. The site of the town 
is nearly 300 feet above the river, on the upper of two benches, the lower of which is about 200 feet 
above the water. ‘The bank on the opposite side of the Fraser is in three benches, the highest being 
. about 600 feet, and the river is 576 feet wide at this season. The opposite bank of the Thompson is 
about the same height as Lytton. The Thompson River is about 150 yards wide at its mouth, and 
there is a horse ferry accross it for trains going to the Fountain, &c., &c. It is always blowing hard 
from north or south, the latter wind prevailing in summer, and the clouds of dust which continually 
sweep across the flat make it anything but a desirable spot for a residence. 
_ We left Lytton for Kamloops, a post of the Hudson’s Bay Company on the Thompson River on the 
afternoon of the 9th of May, and followed the south bank of that river for 9 or 10 miles, when we 
ascended a steep hill for about 13 miles, and came to a valley extending about 10 miles to the eastward, 
well covered with grass, and hemmed in by hills 700 or 800 feet high. From this point the aspect of 
the country became much more promising than the valley of the Fraser. After traversing the whole 
length of this valley, we went down upon the Nicola River, and fording it, followed its left bank till 
we came to the Nicola Lake. . 

The Nicola River is far prettier than any others I have seen in the country. It is very rapid and 
full of small islands and sand banks, and winds along in reaches of about half a mile long. At each 
bend there is a flat of 5 or 6 acres of clear grass land which would be very valuable were they not 
constantly flooded in summer; in some places the banks are high enough to prevent this, but generally 
the soil does not appear to be so good as where the banks are low, and the rise of the river is so 
different in different years that it would require a residence of several summers to know which are 
flooded and which are not. Another great drawback to agriculture is a deposit of nitrate of soda, 
which though we first noticed it here appears, more or less, through all the country. Mr. McLean, 
the officer of the Hudson’s Bay Company in charge of Fort Kamloops, told me that where it is in 
large quantities it destroys wheat, but that it has very little effect on vegetables. 

ehind the flats the mountains rise from 500 to 1,000 feet, but though some are bluffs of trap and 
sandstone, far the greater number are covered with grass nearly to their summits. 

The banks of the Nicola are for the most part of clay, nearly perpendicular, and averaging about 20 
feet high, but in some places they are 150 feet, and in others only a few inches above the water, even 
at this season, and lined with poplars and willows. The bed of the Nicola is much higher than that of 
the Thompson, there being about 1,100 feet difference between the places, where I left the latter and 
joined the former. . ‘ 
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About 15 miles before coming to the Nicola lake, there is a valley extending to the northward 5 
or 6 miles wide. It is not quite leyel, but the soil appears good; though like all this country, too 
sandy for an Englishman’s notion of rich land. It is well covered with grass, and there are not 
more than 10 or 15 trees to an acre. ‘The hills bounding it are from 700 to 1,000 feet high. Indians 
say there is a lake in it running nearly parallel with Nicola lake. 

The Nicola or Smihaatlon Lake lies nearly north and south, and is about 14 miles long by 1 to 2 
wide. ‘The banks are low and covered with grass on both sides. ‘There is not much good land on 
the west side, but on the east there are two large valleys with apparently good land in them, down 
which run the Rivers Bodimon and McDonald. Granite here for a time supersedes the sandstone and 
trap; and at the north end of the lake, on the west side, there are some very steep cliffs of it. 

After passing the Nicola Lake we went along a good piece of prairie by the side of a chain of 
small lakes or ponds, which continues till it jos the Thompson nearly opposite Kamloops. Stump 
Lake or Lake Haméi, as it is called by the Indians, is the largest of this chain, and is about 6 miles 
long by 1 to 1} wide. After passing this, which is about 5 miles above Nicola Lake, we ascended 
Mount Sk¥etikén, at the top of which we were, by the barometer, 3,600 feet above the level of the 
sea. ‘This was the greatest height attained during our tour. ‘The view from this mountain was very 
fine, extending as far as the Semilkamen Valley and Little Okanagan Lake, and showing a very 
large tract of grazing if not farming country. After crossing Skyetaktn, we passed a succession of 
low grassy hills and descended to the ‘Thompson River opposite Fort Kamloops, and crossing the river 
in a canoe reached the Fort about 10 o’clock a.m. on the 14th of May. 

Fort Kamloops is situated at the Forks of the Thompson and North Rivers, on the north bank of 
the former, and the west bank of the latter, and is one of the prettiest sites in the country. It is at the 
east end of prairie about 10 miles long by 1 to 2 miles wide, which would be very valuable land were 
it not so low that it is always flooded in the summer. ‘The year before last the Fort itself was flooded 
so much, that it had to be abandoned until the water fell. 

The Thompson was about 300 yards wide at Kamloops, when I was there, and the North River 
320 yards. ‘There is nothing of the rushing current here, that there is in every other river we met, 
and in this river also lower down, and the contrast is so great as to give quite a sluggish appearance 
to the river, which quietly winds along about 3 knots an hour, though of course it must be much more 
in midsummer. 

Mr. McLean considers the soil here good, though not so good as at the head waters of the 
Thompson, about 22 miles east of this, or in the Semilkamen Valley, which he considers the best place 
in the colony for an agricultural settlement. The land about Fort Alexandria, where he resided for 
several years, he also considers better than this, though more subject to frost. But I believe it is a 
great, though common error to suppose that crops are destroyed nearly every year by frost; at places 
even further north than Alexandria, once in 4 or 5 years being a fair average. Great quantities of 
potatoes are grown at the head of both Thompson and North Rivers, by the Indians, but nothing else 
has been tried. At Kamloops vegetables of all kinds thrive very well. A bushel of wheat there yields 
on an average 15 bushels; Mr. McLean says that at Alexandria he has known it yield 40. 

There is considerable trade now carried on across the American frontier, and through Kamloops to 
the Fraser, and to the small rivers branching off from the Thompson, on nearly all of which, there are 
or have been miners working. A great quantity of spirits, and other things were smuggled into the 
country, this way last year. 

Gold has been found in the Rivers Tranquille, Défaut, Nicola, and Nicaomen, and silver in the 
latter, by Mr. McLean, and I believe he sent the first gold that was found in British Columbia from 
the last-named river. He assured me, also, that he had seen copper obtained by the Indians from a 
mine on the north bank of the Shuswap Lake, so pure, that they made arrow heads, pipe stems, &c., 
of it. wel 9 

There is a trail from this to Fort Hope, which is always used by the servants of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company for transporting their goods to and from the northern parts. It is, however, dangerous in 
some parts, and a number of horses are lost each time the fur brigade comes down. ‘There is a bad 
swamp 7 or 8 miles long, and a steep mountain (Manson’s Mountain), both of which they have to cross. 
It takes them 10 or 15 days to go from Kamloops to Hope, but I am told that travelling without 
luggage it could be done in 3 or 4 days. A man has gone trom Kamloops to Langley in 5 days. 

‘The Indians all over the country suffered fearfully from want of food last winter, a great many 
dying of starvation. I believe, it was owing, in a great measure, to their improvidence, most of them 
leaving off the fishing, hunting, &c. last summer in the general mania for gold digging, and making no 
provision for the winter. ‘This state of things accounts for number of thefts perpetrated on miners, 
and others by them; their only choice in most cases being to steal or die. J think they can hardly be 
wondered at for preferring the former. 

We left Kamloops for the Pavillon, on the 17th May, and rode along the north bank of the Shuswap 
Lake, as far as Tranquille River, after fording which we ascended a steep hill to the northward, and 
opened about 3 miles of en nice grass land, and then coming down again followed the lake to the 
copper mine, at the foot of which we camped. It is in a bank of about 800 feet high that the copper is 
found, but we searched from top to bottom without finding any, though everything was coloured with it. 

The road along the north side of Shuswap Lake is very rough, the hills sloping down to the edge of 
the lake. After about five hours’ riding we reached the River Défaut, across which we had to swim 
the horses—an undertaking which the force of the current makes both difficult and dangerous to per- 
form, though the river is only 20 or 30 yards wide. The west bank of this river is about 250 feet 
high, on ascending which there is a grass plain 5 or 6 miles long, and from that to the River De la 
Cache is all good grazing ground, and indeed, I might almost say, all the way to the Pavillon. There 
is a small stream, 2 yards wide, between the rivers Défaut and De la Cache, which is dignified by the 
name of Couteaux River, and here we left the Thompson, and turned a little northward, the river running 
away to the southward. 

All the ‘Thompson River from the Shuswap is very much like the Nicola, but larger and not so pretty. 
The soil near the River De la Cache is very good, but covered with soda. The river is small and 
shallow, but just above where it joins the Bonaparte, being the best ford in that river, makes ita good 
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lace for a revenue station, as the Bonaparte river must be crossed in going to either Fountain or 
avillon, except by going round to Lytton, where there is a magistrate. 

We crossed the Bonaparte River on the morning of the 19th May, finding only 3 feet 6 inches of 
water in the deepest part of the ford, which was an agreeable surprise, for we expected this to have 
been the worst of all the rivers, as it was far the largest we crossed between Kamloops and Pavillon, 
and, we had been told, the deepest. We skirted along a steep hill, on the north side of it, down which 
one of the pack horses fell, though fortunately without injury, and we then came down again on the 
river. ‘This hill would be avoided if the river were bridged, as the bridge would be thrown across higher 
up, where the trail crosses the stream in winter, but the river at this season is too deep for fording at 
that part. The valley of the Bonaparte is not quite so much covered with the nitrate of soda as the 
other valleys we passed through; indeed, neither the Bonaparte or Chapeau valleys contain so much of 
it as those of the Thompson and Nicola. 

_ We followed the north bank of the Bonaparte for about 7 miles till we met the Chapeau River, from 
whence we followed the Chapeau for 12 miles, crossing the river several times. The Bonaparte 
turns northward after its junction with Chapeau to Lake Loon, in which, I believe, it takes its rise. 

The Chapeau River isa remarkable one, though only 10 or 12 yards wide, inasmuch as it and the 
Thompson make an island of about 25 square miles of country, in the same way that the Nicola and 
Thompson make one of 40 square miles further south. After leaving the Bonaparte it turns westward 
for about 12 miles, and then turns southward, joining the Fraser about 18 miles above Lytton. Its banks 
are from 20 to 60 feet high, and the valley averages 800 yards in width. Here the limestone commences, 
and from this to Lake Pavillon there is hardly anything else. 

Leaving the Chapeau, we turned northward through a narrow valley, between perpendicular lime- 
stone mountains 4,000 to 5,000 feet high, and came to a small lake (Crown), immediately beyond which is 
Lake Payillon, which is about 6 miles long, and three-quarters of a mile wide. At the north end of this lake 
there is a most curious peak like a round tower, called by the Indians Skillé Paalock, and about a mile 
further on is a farm of about 20 acres, on which three Americans are at work. ‘They had not tried 
grain when I was there, but said they thought the soil good. Four miles more along the north 
bank of the Pavillon River, which runs from the lake to the Fraser, brought us to the Pavillon itself. 

The Payillon is on the east bank of the Fraser, on a bench 600 feet above the river, very similar to 
that at Lytton. It blows, and the dust flies in the same manner. ‘There is one wooden house, and 
several huts of canvas and boughs, which, like their log contemporaries in the Canons, are called res- 
taurants. Flour was 35 cents per lb., and bacon 75, when I was there. In the winter flour was as 
high as 85 cents, and bacon $1 50c. 

The charges for carriage of goods, &c. now are, from Pavillon to Kamloops, 25 cents per lb.; to 
Fountain, 6; to Cayoosh, 8; and to Big Bar, 8; from Lytton to Big Bar, 30 cents. Big Bar is about 
18 miles above Pavillon. Silver and copper have both been found at the Pavillon; the latter I have 
seen. 

We left Pavillon on the 23rd of May, and walked by a very good trail to the Fountain. The Foun- 
tain, so called from asmall fountain there, is a very much prettier and better site for a town than 
Pavillon; the latter, however, possessing the great advantage of limestone, none of which I saw at the 
Fountain, though I do not doubt there is some not far from it. 

There is aconsiderable bend in the river at the Fountain, which shelters it to a considerable extent 
from the north and south winds. ‘There are two or three large stores here, and some half dozen log- 
huts scattered over the flat. ‘There is a valley at the west end of the flat, which extends southward as 
far as Foster’s Bar, and through which there is a good trail. 

About 3 miles below Fountain, on the opposite side of the Fraser, is Bridge River; there is a large 
store there, belonging to Messrs Fraser and Davis, who have thrown a wooden bridge, about 40 yards 
long, across the Bridge River, 800 yards from its mouth, for crossing which they make the miners pay 
25 cents a head; they having, I am told, pulled down abridge the Indians had made, and on which it 
was quite safe to cross. About 1$ miles below this is French Bar, where there is a ferry, by which 
we crossed, and two miles further on, on the west bank of the river, is situated Cayoosh. 

Cayoosh is at the junction of the Tukumeth and Fraser Rivers, where the Harrison Lillooet route 
commences, and is the prettiest place I saw on the Fraser. Four or five huts, and the same number 
of stores, compose the town on the west side; on the east sidé the Hudson’s Bay Company are building 
a fort, to be called Fort Beren. It is to stand on the lowest of three benches, into which the bank is 
divided, about 50 feet above the water. ‘There is a ferry at Cayoosh, and a trail on either side of the 
river to Lytton, the drawback to the one on the west side being that the Tukumeth is not always 
fordable. On the 24th May we again left the Fraser, and struck down the Harrison Lillooet route, 
and, following the Tukumeth, camped at the north end of Lake Seton, where there are a few huts for the 
boatmen who ply on the lake. 

The following morning we crossed Lake Seton in four hours, and Lake Anderson the same afternoon 
in five. ‘The two lakes are about the same size, and have much the same appearance, but Lake Anderson 
tends much more to the southward than the other. Both are bounded by steep mountains, 3,000 to 
5,000 feet high, and both are very deep. ‘There is no perceptible current in them, and hardly any rise 
and fall. Southerly is the prevailing wind, and it blows nearly always during the day, the morning 
and evening being calm. ‘These lakes are separated by a neck of land 14 miles wide, which is nearly 
leyel, and through which runs a stream 20 or 30 yards wide. Port Anderson is at the south end of 
Lake Anderson. ‘There is a large restaurant there for the entertainment of muleteers, &c. &c. From 
Port Anderson to Port Pemberton is the Birkenhead Portage, or, as it is now generally called, the 
Mosquito Portage, which name it certainly well deserves. It is about 25 miles long by the trail, 
which is on the whole good. ‘There are regular trains of mules on both this and the next portage. 
When I was there they charged 8 cents per lb. for packing along this one, but in the winter it was 
12 cents. 

About 9 miles from Port Anderson is Summit Lake, which is a mile long, and from which the waters 
run north and south. It is about 800 feet above Port Anderson, and 1,800 feet above the sea. Half 
way between Ports Anderson and Pemberton there is a large bed of clay-slate nearly two miles long. 
There is a riyer called the Scaarlux, running the whole length of this portage. The banks are low and 
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covered with willows, &c., and many small streams run into it on both sides. |The valley of thie 
Scaarlux averages about 1,500 yards in width, except at Port Anderson where it is nearly two miles 
wide. It is bounded by mountains 1,000 to 5,000 feet high, and generally very steep. There were 
quantities of wild peas, lettuce, and berries on all the level spots. There are only two valleys of any . 
size running off from it, one near Port Anderson on the east side, and the other near Port Pemberton 
on the west. ; 120 ae 
We reached Port Pemberton at 11 a.m. on the 27th. Port Pemberton is on the north bank of the 
Lillooet Lake, and contains half-a-dozen Restaurants and huts occupied by muleteers and boatmen. 
There isa large flat im the lake copes to it which dries the whole way across in the winter, Fs 
goods have to be landed a quarter of a mile lower down, but at this season there is a passage wide 
enough for a boat to come up to a wharf which has been built abreast the town. About 2 feet is the 
extreme rise and fall on this lake, and there is never any perceptible current. eh ti 
We left Port Pemberton at 3 o’clock the same afternoon, and arrived at Port Lillooet about 7,30 p.m. 
We were treated on our arrival there to the first rain that has fallen on the lake this year, and it continued 
all night. There is only one store and an old barn at Port Lillooet. We left Lillooet next morning for 
Port Douglas, by what is called the Douglas Portage. There is a small lake, or rather a continuation 
of the large one, for about 4 miles from Port Lillooet, and from the south end of this little Lillooet Lake, 
as it is called, flows the Lillooet River, the mouth of which is at the Great Harrison Lake about a mile 
below Port Douglas. At this season the Lillooet River is entirely unnavigable, on account of several 
dangerous rapids, in one of which there is a fall of 10 or 12 feet; but in the winter considerable 
quantities of goods were brought up the river in canoes, with a great saving of expense to the merchants; 
the Indians charging 5 cents per lb. from Port Douglas to Port Lillooet, when the mule trains were 
charging 15 cents. . ; 
Following the east bank of this river about 8 miles, we came to the Hot Spring (St. Agnes’ Well). 
The temperature of this spring is, I should think about 160°, but the thermometer we had with us 
when we were there was only graduated to 120°, and it went up to that instantaneously. It flows ina 
small stream from the centre of a large knob of conglomerate rock (specimens of which I have sent 
among others to his Excellency the Governor) into a basin at the foot of the rock. I brought a bottle 
of it down with me, but the quantity was not sufficient for analyzation. . 
We camped that night, 29th, at the Akotzstar River, and reached Port Douglas at 3 p.m. next day. © 
We observed no new features on the Douglas Portage, and no limestone since leaving Pavillon. 
The Lillooet River is very rapid, averaging 80 to 90 yards in width, but varying from 30 to 130 yards. 
There is a large stream called the Amockwa running into it from the southward, about 9 miles below 
Port Lillooet, and another from the same direction called the Zoalkleen about 10 miles above Douglas. 
This latter is said to come from a lake called Zéalklinekt. The trail passes over many steep places which 
I think might have been avoided, but as an officer of the Royal Engineers is examining it more fully 
than I did, with a view to making alterations in the route, it is needless for me to make any remarks on 
this subject. The cedars on the side of the hill above Port Douglas are the finest I have seen in the 
country. Iwas told by a Frenchman that he had found gold-bearing quartz about 10 miles above 
Port Douglas. | ; annie 
Port Douglas is situated on a flat at the head of a small lake about a mile long, which is called 
Little Harrison Lake. In summer the water rises some distance over this flat. I am unable, however 
to say how far, as the water was not at its highest when I was there, but even then some of the houses 
had 2 or 3 feet of water under or in them according as they were built on piles or not. si80% adi 
Between the Little Harrison Lake and the Great Harrison Lake, there is a narrow passage nearly 
half a mile long. In summer there is sufficient water in it for the flat-bottomed steamers to go through, 
but in winter there is only 4 or 5 inches, and it is generally frozen over. an awe 
The Great Harrison is the largest of the chain of lakes. It is about 30 miles long, and in some 
places 5 or 6 miles wide, in appearance much similar to the others. There are two large valleys on 
the east side, one running E.S.E., and the other N.E.; the latter is said to extend: nearly to Lytton. 
There is a stream running down it, which I think takes its rise in the Cayoush Lake. At the entrance 
to the Great Harrison Lake there is a flat, which, like the small passage at its head, dries or very nearly 
dries in winter, thereby blocking out steamers for at least seven months in the year; so that during the 
winter all goods have to be landed at the entrance of Harrison River and taken up the lake in boats. 
This difficulty may be overcome either by making a canal for the river steamers to pass through or by 
making a road from the entrance of Harrison River to the south end of the Great Harrison: Lakepanit 
keeping a steamer inside the lake to carry the freight to Port Douglas. Or it may be found better to 
cut a road from the Fraser River through the valley of the south end of the Great Harrison Lake, 
avoiding Harrison River and the flat altogether. » One of these three things must be done if the Harrison 
Lillooet is to be the high road to British Columbia. It is thought that the opening of a:road from Fort 
Hope to Boston Bar will cause the valley of the Fraser to be used for transporting goods inte the 
interior; but I think this is a mistake, except, of course, as far as the mining bars between Yale 
Lytton are concerned. In the first place Lytton is not in so central a position with regard to the mining 
regions as Cayoush, Fountain, or Pavillon, and the trail from Fountain to Lytton is much better 
than from Boston Bar to that place. 
Gold has now been found in large quantities at Alexandria, and from Pavillon there is a trail 
through a valley parallel to the Fraser, along which a waggon might be driven nearly the whole way. 
There is gold in almost all the tributaries of the Thompson River also, and the road from Kamloops 
to Fountain or Pavillon is much better than between Lytton and Kamloops. . . 
The country about Chilcoaten is, I am told, very good. A Canadian, residing at Pavillon, informed 
me he had travelled from Fort Chilcoaten to the lakes on Bridge River, through a valley cose to the 
lraser, and he knows an Indian who has been from thence to Port Douglas bya route leading down the 
valley east of the Lillooet. And both of these routes he describes as being over good land, and such 
as a road might be made on without great difficulty. we 2D 
Between Chilcoaten and the sea there is a chain of mountains through which there are two known 
passes, one by the west road river, up which Sir A. M‘Kenzie went, and the other at the head of 


Chilcoaten River, which has never yet been crossed by a white man; when Mr. M‘Lean was at Fort 
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Alexandria he received a letter from the “ Beaver,” lying in North Bentinck Arm, in three days by’ the 
latter route. y 

The change of temperature is very remarkable in British Columbia. I have seen the t . 
rs daylight in the shade at. noon the same day 85°, and 40° again in ihe eee eee 
table of meteorological observations taken during my tour, as well as those taken on board H.M S 
“Plumper” at the mouth of the river during the same period. The absence of animal life is also very 
remarkable. ‘The only birds we saw were about half-a-dozen partridges, a few humming birds hes deat 
robins, and one or two other species of small birds. There are rattlesnakes in Ha ecuntee ee 
chief of the Shuswap Indians told me that his people were frequently killed by their bites: but we 
saw only one. ~ 2 : ; ; 

‘I have sent, according to your order, to his Excellency the Governor, the geological 
collected by Dr. Samuel Campbell; a small collection of plant ‘ geological specimens 
given to Dr. Wood | ; plants, made also by that officer, has been 

I cannot close this without expressing my sense of the great obligation I 
R.N., for ee a peat co-operation on all Ba tie: igation [ am under to Dr. Campbell, 

I have also to acknowledge, with pleasure the great kindness I i 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company wharaven ely Fad. received at the hands of the gentlemen 
| | I have, &e. 
Henry Rich N. : ‘ 
A i. MS. <6 Plumper,” ards, ‘R.N., fa aes C. Mayne, Lieutenant. 
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METEOROLOGICAL OsseRvATIons taken in Britisu Cotumpra during the Months of April and May 1839. 






































Barometer and Thermometer attached. Thermometer. 
Date. Remarks, Place, &c. 
6 A.M. Noon. 5 P.M. 10 p.m. |6 A.m.} Noon. | 5 p.m, |10 p.m, 
1859. 
April 20 | - rg, be bd ot 4 - | 30°11-653| — ~§ _ — | Weather very fine. At Langley, Fraser 
River. . 
» 21 | 30°10-67 — o~ — -- _ — — | Fine; night overcast. 
» me — 25 — an <n — — — | Fine. 
2 «es . at ce a — — _ — Ditto. At Fort Hope. 
224.1 = - | 29°54-61 | - - | 29°71-58 | — 54 -- 54 | Ditto; force of wind, 4:6, 
» 25 | 29°86-51 | 29°92-54 | ~ - | 29°97-54 IZ] 544] — 54 | Cloudy, slight showers, &c, 
» 26 4> - | 29°97-56 | 29°97-57 | 29° 98-57 a 544 54 47 Cloudy. 
» 27 | 29°79-56 | 29°75-56 | 29°78-57 | = -| 58 60 | 51 47 | Ditto. 
» 28 | 29°83-53 | 29°83-53 | 29°85-56 | 29°86-53 | 45 50 48 38 | Ditto, slight showers, 
» 29 | 29°87-53 | - - | 29°50-50 | 29°53-53 | 45 50 48 38 | Very fine, 
» 380 | 29°57-54 | 29°57-54 | 29°61-63 | - -| 45 50 48 38 Cloudy. Fort Yale, F, R. 
May 1] - -|- ~ | 29°53-62 _ _ — — — | Fine, At Fort Yale, 
» 2 | 29°51-51 | 29°59-61 | 29°50-58 | - -| 51 | 60 | 53 | 50 | Very fine. . 
» 3 | 29°47-40.| 29°47-81 | = -|- - | 40 85 50 48 | Ditto. At Ferry House, F, R, 
» 4 | 29°60-54 | 29°76-62 | 29°79-61 | 29°73-57 | 53 63 61 54 | Ditto, Passing along river, 
» 5 | 29°72-47 | 29°36-65 | 29°08-73 | 28°98-59 41 69 60 50 Ditto. Ther, in sun, 84°, at Boston Bar. 
» 6 | 2887-41 | 29°47-77 | 29°13-74 | 29-07-58 | 45 73 74 56 | Ditto, Ther. in sun, 80°, 
» 7 | 29°02-513) - -|- ~ | 28°78-57 | 50 — — 52 | Ditto. Force of wind, 3-5, 
» 8 | 28°47-51 | - -|e -|- - | 50 64 48 44 | Ditto. Ditto, 
» 9 | 29°09-44 | 29°07-54 | 29°21-61 | 29°06-47 | 40 61 54 42 | Fine. Lytton, F. R. / 
» 10 | 29°11—44 | 26° 50-64 | 27°72-50 | 27°70-48 | 43 64 50 37 | Ditto. Ditto. 
» 11 | 27°75-48 | 28°04-65 | 27-85-60 | 27°85-55 | 30 65 55 | 55 | Weather fine. Passing along the Nicola 
River, 
» 12 | 27°92-43 | 27°97-64 | 27°49-60 | 27°81-48 | 42 70 63 40 | Ditto. 
» 138 | 27°80-4] | 27°40-65 | 26°25-70 | 26°55-44 | 30 79 70 45 | Ditto, On top of Skytakew Hill, near 
Fort Thompson. 
» 14 | 26*60-40 | 28°62-72 | 28°58-66 | 26°65-44 | 32 72 65 50 | Ditto. At Fort Kamloops, or Thompson, 
» 15 | 28°88-46 | 28°53-80 | - - | 28°44-684) 46 76 70 68 | Ditto 
» 16 | 28°28-69 | 28-26-73 | 28+35-62 | 28°50-58 | 65 70 50 50 | Ditto 
» 17 | 28°65-65 | 27°69-72 | 27°62-72 | 28°49-62 | 65 73 60 58 | Ditto. At Lake Shuswap. 
» 18 | 28°41-58 | 28°44~-77 | 28-11-63 | 28°19-55 | 48 82 56 50 | Ditto, Ther. in sun 127°, at noon, 
» 19 | 2817-39 | 27°61-69 | 27-10-67 | 27-10-56 | 34 80 56 53 | Ditto. 
» 20 | 27°11-49 | 27°71-73 | 28+46~73 | 28-98-62 | 48 | 80 | 67 | 64 | Ditto, - - 
» 21 | 28°21-58 | 28°17~73 | 28+17-79 60 80 73 60 | Ditto. Foree of wind, 4*6, At Pavillon, 
’ 
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MerTEoro.tocicat OpsEervAtions taken in Britis CoLumprA—continued. 





Barometer and Thermometer attached, Thermometer. 
Remarks, Place, &c. 





Date. 


t | 
6 AM Noon, 5 AM. 10 p.xt. | 6 A.m.| Noon. ; 5 p.m. 10 Am. 





























———— 


May 22 | 28°14-53 | 28:06-71 | 2800-55 | 28°25-55 | 51 75 58 55 Slight showers, &c., at Pavilion, Fraser River, 
» 23 | 28°09-49 | 28°70-67 | 28°60-63 | 29°25-55 | 40 68 634 | 59 Cloudy, slight showers, Ditto. 
x9 24 | 29°49-53 | 29°84-67 | 29°55-72 | 29°54-57 52 70 67 55 Very fine, Ditto. 
5» 25 | 29°54-55 | 29°32-80 | 29°15-60 | 29°15-58 | 55 80 72 60 | Ditto. Ther, in sun 90°, 
» 26 | 29°17-55 | 29*02-70 | 28*24-67 | 28°08-59 | 55 70 68 59 | Ditto. Passing along the Harrison and 
Lillooet trail. 
» 27 | 28°00-51 | 29°06-72 | 28-90-63 | 28-89-61 50 72 68 61 | A.M. fine; p.m. very rainy, 
» 28 | 28°83-56 | 28-88-62 | 29°21-57 | - ~ | 56 65 60 58 | Cloudy, slight showers, 
» 29 | 29°28-53 | 29°42-60 | 29°77-59 | 29°75-57 5S 60 55 53 Ditto. ditto. : 
- - | 29°67-56 | 29-74-53 | 29°82-52 | 53 60 55 52 | Heavy squalls of rain. At Port Douglas, 
» 3S | 29°92-49 | 30°12-59 | 30°21-53 | 30°17-49 | 49 60 oo 49 | Fine. At Harrison Lake, 























SamuEL Campsett, M.D., H.M.S. “Plumper.” 





No. 22. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lytron, Bart., M.P. 


Government House, Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 
(No. 204.) | August 17, 1859. 
(Received October 10, 1859.) 
I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 5th May 
last, No. 61,* conveying to me Her Majesty’s commands as to the designation to be con- 


ferred upon the capital of British Columbia. 

2. I have announced by Proclamation Her Majesty’s decision, and that the town here- 
tofore known as Queensborough shall, in pursuance of Her Majesty’s pleasure, be hence- 
forth called the city of New Westminster. 

_ 8. I forward herewith a copy of the “ Victoria Gazette” containing the Proclamation 
in question. a 
4. I beg you will offer to Her most Gracious Majesty our dutiful acknowledgments 


for Her kindness and consideration in acceding to our wishes in this matter. 
I have, &c. 


The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&e. &e. &e. Governor. 


Sir, 


Enclosure in No. 22. 
Bririsu Cotumsta. 


PROCLAMATION. 


By his Excellency James Dovetas, Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief of British Columbia, Vice-Admiral of the same, &c. 


Wuereas Her Majesty the Queen has been graciously pleased to decide that the Capital of British 
Columbia shall be styled the city of New Westminster. 

Now, therefore, I, James Douglas, do hereby declare and proclaim that the town heretofore called and 
known as Queensborough, and sometimes as Queenborough, in the Colony of British Columbia, shall 
from henceforth be called and known as New Westminster, and shall be so described in all legal pro- 
cesses and official documents. ; 

Issued under the Public Seal of the said Colony, at Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, this Twentieth day 


of July 1859, in the ‘Twenty-third year of Her Majesty’s Reign. 
James Dovctras. (t.s.) 


By command of his Excellency. 
Witiiam A. G. Youne, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Gop Save THE QuEEN! 
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No. 22. 


* Vide papers 
presented Aug, 
1859, p. 86. 


Encl. in No, 22, 
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pain ; No. 23. 
No, 23. Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Doucras, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P. ' ; 
Government House, Victoria, Vancouver's Island, 
(No. 206.) August 18, 1859. 
(Received October 10, 1859.) 
Sir, : (Answered No. 29, October 20, 1859, p. 104.) 
Enclosure. I nave the honour of transmitting herewith for your information, a report lately 
received from Colonel Moody, of a reconnaissance of the Harrison and Lillooet route 
to the Upper Fraser, under the command of Lieutenant W. S. Palmer, Royal Engineers, 
which contains much valuable information respecting the character and capabilities of 
those districts of British Columbia explored by Lieutenant Palmer. a. 
2, The report isaccompanied with six explanatory plans, and three photographic views, 
which greatly add to the general interest of the narrative. 
3. Ifit should please Her Majesty’s Government to cause these plans to be lithographed, 
we have to request that a few sets may be sent out for distribution in this colony. 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Lytton, Bart., M.P. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&c. &e. &e. Governor. 
Encl, inNo, 23, Enclosure in No. 23. : 


North Camp, New Westminster (Queénsborough), . 
July 10, 1859. 
I nave the honour to report that I returned here on the 13th ult., having completed my recon- 
naissance of the Harrison and Lillooet route to the Upper Fraser. . 

I forward for your information a detailed report, drawn up in connexion with the instructions I 
received from you before starting, accompanied by illustrative plans. 

I took latitudes at all important points and determined their longitudes in reference to Queenborough, 
as far as my means would permit; and, although I had only a pocket chronometer, I trust, from the. 
almost perfect identity of my traverses and observations over distances as great as 34 miles, that I have 
arrived at a close approximation to the truth: owing to the very wooded mountainous character of the 
country along nearly the whole route, I have been unable to carry out that portion of my instructions 
directing me “ to fix by prismatic observations from known points the positions of remarkable moun- 
* tains, valleys, &c.,” to the extent I desired. 

Nor have I deemed it necessary thoroughly to explore the whole of the country through which I 
passed (which would have involved great delay), being aware that the immediate construction of a road 
along this route was contemplated, and that you would therefore be desirous that I should return and 
give such a report as a march over the route, aided by notes and a rough survey, would permit. I beg 
further to remark that any slight differences in the breadth of rivers, heights of banks, &c., which an 
examination of the route at this time of the year would show, are due to the rise of the water, which 
since my return has been very considerable, and which in many places, and more especially on the 
margin of the Fraser, has entirely changed the appearance of the country. 

I have the honour to enclose tables showing the latitudes and longitudes of the places whose positions 
I have fixed (the assumed longitude of (Queenborough) New Westminster being that determined by 
Capt. Richards, R.N.), and the distances from point to point on the route. 

I have, &c. . 

Colonel R. C. Moody, R.E. H. Srencer Patmer, 

&e. &e. Lieut., R.E. 


Sir, 


- 


North Camp, New Westminster, 
: . July 28, 1859. 
I wave the honour to annex to my report on the Harrison and Lillooet route two photographic 
views of Douglas, the starting point of the new waggon road. 
These are accompanied by a specimen of one of several plans now in course of preparation, reduced 
by the photographic process from the original drawing on a scale of 1,000 yards to an inch, to a scale 
of 2 miles to one inch, for application to a general map of the country. 


Sir, 


R I have, &e. 
Colonel R. C, Moody, R.E. H. Srencer Patmer, 


&e. &e. Lieut., R.E. 
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A Lasr of PiaNys accompanying Lieut. Palmer’s Report on the Harrison and Lillooet Route.* Buriae 


No. 1. Plan showing the communication by the Fraser and Harrison Rivers, and Harrison and CoLuMBIA, | 
Douglas Lakes, from a point near Fort Langley to Douglas. Seale 2,000 yards to one rR 


inch. 
. Plan of the First or Lillooet Portage from Douglas to the Tenags Lake. Scale 1,000 yards 
to 1 inch gis 
Plan of Lakes Lillooet and 'Tenass. Ditto. 
. Plan of Lakes Anderson and Seaton, showing the short portage connecting them. Scale 1,000 
yards to 1 inch. 
. Plan of the Fraser district from Seaton to Fountain. Scale 1,000 yards to 1 inch. ; 
», 6, A rough trace of an unfinished geographical map of the whole route, from New Westminster 
to Fountain. Scale 4 miles to 1 inch. 
Photographic. 
No, 1. View of Douglas from the R.E. Camp, 
2, View of Douglas from Lake Douglas. 
», 3 Plan of the Fraser district from Seaton to Fountain, reduced to a scale of 2 miles to an inch. 
H. S. Patmer, 


Lieut., R.E, 


moo 8 


on 


Rerorr on the Harrison and Litzoorr Rovre from the Junction of the Fraser and Harrison Rivers 
to the Junction of the Fraser and Kayoosch Rivers, with Notes on the Country beyond as far as 
Fountain,” by Lieut, H. Seencer Patmer, R.E. 


May 1859. 

As the existing route from Queenborough to Douglas can be performed throughout by enti at 
certain seasons of the year, I deem it unnecessary to describe it in detail, dwelling only on those points 
where engineering works will be necessary to establish it as a permanent route for river steamers at all 
times. | 

The Harrison River runs into the Fraser from the northward, at about 35 miles by water above Fort ‘The Harrison 
Langley. At the mouth the river is broad and deep, and the current by no means swift, the water of River or rapi¢s. 
the Harrison being backed up by that of the Fraser at this season of the year. About three miles, 
however, from the mouth it is extremely shallow and rapid, and although a channel does exist which 
will admit of bateaux drawing 1 foot or 18 inches of water being towed through at the lowest stages of 
the water, it is a great deal too tortuous, narrow, and shallow to admit of the passage of steamers of the 
class at present running on the Fraser, except at high stages of the water. 

To render this route permanent it will be necessary to form a channel through these shallows of a 
considerable width (say 40 feet), which shall mamtain a depth of at least 3 feet at all times. 

At the time I made my reconnaissance the water was too high to admit of my forming any decisive 
opinion as to the works necessary for the above purpose, but from such information as I have been able 
to collect, in addition to what I observed myself, the portion that would have to be deepened is not more 
than a quarter of a mile in length. . 

I am of opinion that the simplest and easiest way to effect the formation of this channel would be 
by damming at the upper end of the shallows, an operation that would be greatly facilitated by the 
existence of the numerous small islands and bars with which this portion of the river is studded, and 
which, although covered at high water, are perfectly dry in the fall of the year. 

The damming might be effected in two ways, either :— 

Istly. So as to close the heads of the numerous slews and creeks through which the water at present Method of 
runs, and thus drive it into one main channel; or, damming. 

Qndly. The water might be forced through a narrow channel, by the construction of wing dams at 
such points as might be necessary. 

The actual method to be employed can only be decided on by inspection at low water, but as the 
river at this part is from 500 to 600 yards wide, I am of opinion that the forcing of so large a body 
of water through a comparatively narrow aperture would have the effect of deepening the channel to 
the necessary extent, without any excavation whatever. 

From this point to the head of Harrison Lake, a distance by water of 40° miles, no obstruction Harrison Lake. 
whatever exists to the navigation. The lake, which is 34 miles in length, is bounded on either side 
by cliffs so rocky and precipitous in most places as almost to preclude the possibility of construct- 
ing a road along its margin, and the formation of a channel through the “shallows” of the Harrison 
peer will in consequence be necessary as a preliminary step, to ensure constant communication with 

ouglas. 

ib ahiort narrow creek about half a mile in length connects the north corner of Harrison Lake with Douglas Creek. 
a smaller one, called at present “ Lake Douglas,” about 14 miles in length, and three quarters of 
a mile extreme breadth. 

At the lower end of Lake Douglas is a flat, shallow, gravelly bar, on which, although in summer Bar in Douglas 
time there is sufficient water to allow of the passage of steamers, there is not above 5 or 6 inches Creek. 
in winter. 

There is also an extremely sharp bend in the creek, just below the bar, which is with great difficulty 
rounded by steamers even at the highest stage of the water, and which, at low water when the creek is 
not more than one-third of its present breadth, would in my opinion be impassable. I also think that 
the nature of the soil is such that even if a passage were cut through the bar, there would be every 
probability of a fresh deposit taking place, owing to the sharp bend immediately below, and coupling 
this opinion with that above expressed relative to the difficulty of turning the bend, I conclude that to 
ensure a constant steam communication with Douglas it would be necessary to cut a new and straight 
channel connecting Lakes Harrison and Douglas. 





* These places have been incorporated iato one map, which will be found at the end of these papers. 
r. 
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The town of Douglas is situated at the head of the lake, on ground which descends to the water at a 
considerable slope, and rises in rear of the town to a height of about 300 feet. This ground is a gully 
between two mountains, portions of chains which extend down either shore of the lake. 

The town site is heavily timbered, with little or no land in its immediate vicinity which could be 
made use of for agricultural purposes. 

Adding to these defects the fact of its being embosomed in hills, which render the mode of egress 
to the interior by-roads extremely difficult, and the insufficient depth of Douglas Creek, I deem it a very 
badly chosen spot for a town, and a poor terminus to what is likely to form the main road of commu- 
nication with the Upper Fraser. 

The “Lillooet Trail” starts from the western end of Douglas, and keeping to the left of the bed 
of the gully, ascends to a very considerable height (say 500 feet) on the side of the westernmost of 
the two mountains. | 

This portion of the trail is extremely bad. 

The line of route that has been adopted is by no means the easiest that the nature of the country 
affords, and although a considerable ascent is unavoidable, I think that by adopting a line of route, 
which I shall presently describe, it need not rise to much more than half its present elevation. The 
bridges and corduroys are indifferent, and the road stony throughout, and in many places swampy 
for the want of small culverts and drains. 

Few or no attempts have been made at regular grading, and the present trail rises in several places 
over spurs in the hill at grades impassable for any animals but mules, and barely so for them, 
descending as precipitously on the opposite side. 

At about two miles from Douglas the trail reaches its greatest elevation. 

It is then carried along on comparatively level ground for about half a mile, when, turning sharply 
to the right, it descends a steep hill to the bed of the ravine. 


Crossing the ravine at a considerable elevation, it is carried along the slope of the opposite mountain 
for a short distance and then descends very precipitously by a zigzag path to a stony plateau about 40 
feet above the level of the Lillooet River, running along this plateau for about half a mile by the side 
of the river till it reaches the Four Mile House. 

In constructing a waggon road on this portion of the route I would suggest as follows :— 

It being almost impossible, from the nature of the ravine in the immediate vicinity of Douglas, to 
carry the road along its bed, I would recommend that the existing line be adhered to for the first 900 
yards, subject of course to such alteration regarding the precise spot of exit from ihe town as might be 
thought fit, and with any slight deviations that might improve the regularity of the grade. 

On arriving at the First Corduroy (900 yards from Douglas) I would keep to the right, along the 
ravine which at this point is on the same level as the trail, thereby avoiding an ascent of 200 or 300 
feet. 

A road might easily be constructed along this ravine for upwards of two miles, subject to no great 
variation in level, and meeting the old trail at the crossing point, be continued on approximately the 
same line as far as the top of the steep descent to the plateau. : 

This hill is unavoidable and can only be made practicable for loaded waggons by long grading 
through stony and rocky ground at a very considerable expense. 

On the “stony plateau” the trail winds most unnecessarily, and the construction of a straight 
waggon road would be a matter of no difficulty whatever. 


On leaving the four mile house the trail is generally pretty good, though a much better and 
straighter line of road might be adopted by keeping along the river bank. 

At about one mile from the house it leaves the river to the left and mounts an extremely steep and 
stony hill at a grade at present almost impracticable for waggons. 

The ascent continues for about one mile, the descent to the river on the other side of the hill being 
equally as steep and precipitous as the ascent. 

Rejoining the river about three miles from the house, and following it for about 300 yards, the trail 
again bends to the right and ascends a second hill longer than and equally as steep as the former one, 
descending to the plateau on which the Ten Mile House is situated at an average angle of about 30 
with the horizon. 

On this portion of the route the same general defects exist as on the first part, viz:— 

A bad line of trail both in general direction and in detail. 

Precipitous ascents and descents. 

Indifferent bridges and corduroys. 

A stony and irregular trail. P 

I would suggest the following changes in the route, my opinion being formed from an inspection of 
the places in question. 

The road after leaving the Four Mile House should be carried along the river bank as far as the foot 
of the first hill. ‘Then instead of bending away from the river, it should follow it round the base of 
the hill, meeting the present trail where it rejoins the Lillooet. 


In this portion of the proposed new route there are two bad rocky places, each about:200 yards in 
extent, caused by spurs from the hill running down to the river, where a good deal of cutting and 
blasting would be necessary, but as the remainder of the route is good for a road I think this line 
would be far preferable to that over the mountain, which could not be made practicable for waggons 
Sa at an Immense expense. 

Where the old trail strikes the river again the two routes might coincide for 300 or 400 yards, and 
er of mounting the second hill I would adopt the same plan as before and follow the river 
round, 

The road here, after going along an easy level plateau for about one mile, would strike a small tract 
where a number of successive spurs tolerably level on the top, but with ravines between them, run 

T 


down to the river in a southerly direction. ‘The difficulty might, however, be overcome by careful 
grading round the heads of the ravines. 
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This formation continues for about one-third of a mile, after which the road would emerge upon a 
broad and beautifully level plateau with little or no brushwood, and very light timber, much of which 
has been burnt. 

This flat, which I named in my plan the “ Burnt Plateau,” is about one mile in extent, and a good 
road along it might I think be made in two days by a party of 50 or 60 men. 

On arriving at the end of the “ Burnt Plateau ” TI came to the “Glens” of the Lillooet river, and 
found that it would be absolutely impossible to continue the road along the bank, as the cliffs here run 
down to the water at a considerable angle with the horizon, and the huge boulders and fragments of 
rock which lie about and the danger that would be incurred from future slides in the cliffs preclude 
the possibility of so doing. 

If, however, the road be inclined to the right corner of the “ Burnt Plateau,” it can be carried up at 
a tolerable grade to another plateau, between the river and the existing line of trail, but on a much 
lower elevation than the latter. 

By following this route, the additional advantage of an easy descent to the ‘T’en Mile House Plateau 
a! be gained, a point of great importance, as the existing descent is barely practicable. 

For the first half a mile after leaving the Ten Mile House, the trail is very irregular. Several small 
ravines extend across the line of route to the river, and to diminish the steepness of the ascents 
and descents the trail is carried round the heads of the ravines. 
~ Jt also winds most unnecessarily on the level ground between them. Should a waggon road be made 
here I would recommend that it be cut straight through: there is plenty of timber at hand and bridges 
of from 40 to 60 feet span might be built across the ravines, which are only four in number. 

After the first half mile a cutting in the side of a hill (which is, I think, unnecessary, there being a 
fine flat below) leads to a cedar bottom magnificently timbered. I cannot speak positively as to the 
advisability of carrying the road along the flat mentioned above, as although it was dry when I was 
there, the water of the Lillooet may have risen since sufliciently high to swamp it. 

The “cedar bottom ” is a little swampy in two or three places; this, however, is caused, not by the 
Lillooet river, but by small streams running down from the mountains, which frequently overflow and 
leave their natural beds, owing to obstructions caused by fallen logs, &c. This evil might be remedied 
by clearing proper channels for the rivulets, but I would suggest that a waggon road should keep to 
the right, on a higher line of level than the existing trail. In the “cedar bottom,” which is about 
three quarters of a mile long and of an average breadth of 500 yards, the soil is very rich, but there is 
so much timber that I question its availability for agricultural purposes. At 13 miles from the Ten 
Mile House the trail ascends a short steep hill by a zigzag path, and is carried along the side of a 
small mountain for about half a mile on undulating ground, rising with one more steep ascent to the 
top of a level, well timbered and stony plateau, on a spur from the mountain. 

The hills I fear cannot be avoided, as the banks run down steep to the very edge of the river. At 
three miles from the Ten Mile House it runs down the hill on the opposite side of the spur and 
crosses a broad ravine extending from the river to the mountains, and consequently unavoidable. 

Crossing the ravine, it rises with a long ascent of one mile, varying in steepness, to a plateau on the 
summit of another spur. It is continued for half a mile along this plateau, and then descends a hill 
dreadfully stony, and so steep that it has been necessary in portions to zigzag the path to make it 
practicable for mules.* 

A waggon road if constructed should be carried down the side of the first spur at a long and gentle 
grade, and having crossed the ravine should, instead of mounting the hill on the opposite side, be 
carried round the foot of the hill, by the river, on a much lower plateau than that on which the present 
route runs. 

Circumstances prevented my actually walking over the ground in question, but from what I 
saw myself and the information I collected, I think there would be no difficulty in adopting this line 
for the road. 

Immediately on leaving the Sixteen Mile House the river “ Acchuchlah” is crossed by a good 
substantial log bridge of 45 feet span. A short rise then leads to the top of a fine plateau about 30 
feet above the level of the Lillooet river. 

The trail is carried along this plateau at distances from the river varying from 150 to 400 yards and 
there would be no difficulty in constructing a good waggon road on a much straighter line than the 
existing trail. f 

The plateau is 2} miles long and of an average breadth of 500 yards. 

Timber abounds, chiefly hemlock pine, and the soil, though stony in some places, is generally good 
for cultivation. At the end of the plateau the trail descends a short hill to nearly the level of the 
river, and runs close to the water’s edge for a short distance. I here passed a beautiful little patch’ of 
land about three acres in extent, abounding with roses and wild fruit, and which, if cleared, might easily 
be turned to some use. 

On the opposite side of the “ Lillooet” is a large Indian wigwam and fishing station, with a little clear 
land and some potato patches around it. The trail now for nearly a quarter of a mile is cut in the 
side of a stony hill which runs into the water, but as this hill is subject to frequent slides, which would 
render it a matter of considerable expense to keep a road thus cut in repair, I would suggest that a 
sea-wall of stones be built’d or 6 feet out in the river (which is here very shallow) and a road made on 
the top. ‘There are plenty of large stones at hand for this purpose, and I think it would be easier, 
cheaper, and generally more advantageous to construct a road in this manner than to make a regular 
cutting in the side of the hill. 

After passing this hill I came to a long point which juts out to the left into the river, and at the 
extremity of which 200 yards from the trai] are the great falls of the “ Lillooet.” 

The trail crosses this point on a good general line and rejoins the river about half a mile further up. 


* On arriving at the foot of this hill, a level stony plateau, one mile long, leads to the 16-mile house, situated about 300 yards 
back from the river. 
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Britist Jt then follows the bank at distances varying from 5 to 100 yards from the river and about 16 feet 
COLUMBIA. above it, on a fine level plateau three-quarters of a mile long and 500 yards wide, with good rich soil, 
scanty timber, aud little or no brushwood. ap | 
At the end of this plateau there is a very steep rise (zig-zagged) to a ledge on a high clay slate hill. 
The trail is carried along the side of this hill for about 200 yards, and then descends precipitously to 
the foot, whence a quarter of a mile tolerably level, but capable of great improvement, leads to the 
Hot Spring House. 
This hill might be entirely avoided and a good road constructed round its foot with the aid of a little 
blasting. . 
Trail from Hot On leaving the “ Hot Spring House” the trail runs for one mile along a fine broad flat about 10 
Spring House. feet above the level of the Lillooet, following the bank for half a mile and then leaving the river which 
takes a bend to the left. This flat is rather rocky and the soil light and sandy. Hemlock and 
cedar abound, and there is very little underwood. > eh 
Moody's Look- At the end of this mile the trail branches to the right, and ascends a gorge between the mountain 
out. on the right anda high rocky bluff (named in my plan “ Moody’s Look-out”) on the left. After 
reaching its highest elevation (about 150 feet) it runs on a comparatively level line along the top of the 
hill for about a quarter of a mile, and then descends a long steep hill to the river bank. 5 





Proposed This hill should be avoided, if a waggon road be made, by deviating to the left at the foot and 
change in following round the base. ‘The ground is level and good throughout the greater part of the distance, 
poste. the difficulties to overcome being about 100 yards of rocky ground, succeeded by a piece 20 yards long 


where the bluff rock runs nearly perpendicularly into the river. The first of these difficulties might 
be mastered by blasting, the second by the construction of a sea wall of the description proposed at 
the “ Great Falls.” Immediately after getting round the point the road would strike a fine level flat, 
continued to the point where the present trail rejoins the “ Lillooet.” 
For the next mile the construction of a road is simple enough, and it might be made much straighter 
than’ the existing trail. A little careful grading would be necessary to descend into and rise from the 
Schotscheen valley of the River “ Schotscheen,” which runs too far back to be rounded, and is too broad to be bridged. 
theme ‘This river is about 50 feet wide, and is crossed by a good bridge of 60 feet span. Another mile and a 

half of very good level trail, along a plateau by the river bank, varying in breadth from 150 to 300 

yards, leads to a spot marked in my plan as “Camp” close to the foot of a long range of steep hills. 
The Camp. ‘The land thus far is all more or less good for cultivation, timber being rather scanty, and little or no 
From the Camp brushwood. The soil is rather light and stony, but is, I think, available for agriculture. From the 
to i camp it is‘exactly 6 miles by the trail to the house at the southern end of “'Tenass Lake,” known as 
Flonse. the “* Twenty-eight Mile House,” although in reality 34 miles by the trail from Port Douglas. 

The mountains throughout the whole 6 miles run down to the water’s edge, and the construction of a 
waggon road along their sides would be a matter of great difficulty, labour, and expense. There is no 
plateau whatever along which the road could be carried, and no possibility of avoiding, to any extent, 
the steep ascents and descents to which the present trail is subject. 

flee I think it therefore not only highly advisable, but positively necessary to cross the Lillooet River in 
aaa. the neighbourhood of “’The Camp.” I examined the river for the purpose of finding the best crossing 
place, and think that the most suitable spot is about 300 yards beyond the Camp. 

Mr. Nicol, J.P., was kind enough, on a subsequent occasion, to walk down on the opposite side the 
whole way from the “ lake” to “the Camp,” and informs me that there is an excellent Indian trail 
along the river bank, easily convertible into a good level waggon road. 'The only obstructions are the 
rivers “ Amockwa” and another, with two mouths, called in my plan “Delta R.,” both of which 
would have to be crossed by bridges of 50 or 60 feet span. There is, in addition to the 
above, one rocky place to be passed, but this would be no great impediment to the construction of the 
road. ' 

I have since had an opportunity (while I was descending the Lillooet in a canoe on my return) of exa- 
mining portions of this part of the proposed new route, and am of opinion that it would be advisable in 
more ways than one, as, in addition to the advantage of having a level waggon road, there is a great 
deal of good agricultural land in the neighbourhood, which would thus be opened up for culti- 
vation. 

The trail is at present continued beyond the Twenty-eight Mile House as far as the southern end 
of Lake Lillooet, a distance of 8 miles. 

I propose, however, by a method I shall presently describe, that the south end of Tenass Lake be 
made the terminus of the “ First Portage,” 8 miles of land transport over anything but a good road being 
thereby avoided. 

Lower end of There is an excellent site for a town at the terminus of the new route I have proposed, and asa small 
Tenass Lake. one would be very likely to spring up at the junction of the land and water communications, this 
would be a further inducement to its adoption, there being no sort of site for a town at the terminus to 
the present trail. 

Lakes Lillooet and Tenass are connected by a river about 14 miles in length, rapid, and towards the 
mouth very shallow. ‘The difference of level between the lakes I ascertained to be 10 feet 6% inches on 
the 23d May 1859. 

By constructing a dam of the necessary height across the “Lillooet River,” where it leaves 
*‘Tenass Lake,” the water in the two lakes might be brought to the same level, and a permanent water 
communication thus established. This damming would have the effect of swamping ‘portions of the 
flat land in the neighbourhood of the “Tenass River,’ but that at the terminus of the proposed route 
is too high to suffer in like manner. The dam might easily be constructed of logs, snags, and stones, plenty 
of which are at hand. 

Possibly a permanent water communication between the two lakes might be effected by deepening 
the ‘Tenass River at and near its mouth. As, however, I was not on the ground at the lowest state of 
the water, I cannot speak as to the extent of the portion that would have to be deepened, but from such 
information as I could collect, it would only be necessary to form a channel at and near its mouth. Op 


Proposed con- 
nection of lakes, 
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this part’ there is, I am told, but 6 inches of water in winter time, the remainder of the river being quite 
deep enough to admit at all times of the passage of steamers of the small class likely to be established 
on the lakes. 

Thus far I have described such deviations from the existing line of trail as would be required, sup- 
posing it absolutely necessary to construct a waggon road on the left bank of the Lillooet from Douglas 
as far as “the Camp.” 

I am, however, of opinion that the site of Douglas is extremely badly chosen. 

In addition to the defects I have already pointed out, I am informed by the Indians that Lake Douglas 
freezes in the winter, or remains so for some time, while the Harrison never freezes at all. 

In the north-west corner of the latter lake, there is a high dry site for a town, accessible at all times 

to boats and steamers, and open to the valley of the Lillooet River. As a protection from the sea, which 
is sometimes rather rough for boats, a breakwater of snags might easily be constructed at the point 
shown in the plan, to form a small harbour, behind which they might lay in safety. By making 
this the terminus of the route, a constant steam communication with Queenborough could be established 
(the channel once open in the rapids of the Harrison River), and there would be this additional 
advantage, viz., that the flat land in the valley of the Lillooet would become opened up for culti- 
vation. 
_ From the cursory view I was enabled to take of the right bank of the river, during my rapid descent 
in a canoe, I am of opinion that from the Harrison Lake to the point opposite the plateau below 
the Sixteen Mile House, a road could be far more easily made along that bank than on the present 
route. 

Not having actually walked over every portion of the ground, I cannot speak very decidedly on this 
point, but adding to the opinion I was enabled to form the fact that the old Indian trail runs along the 
right bank the whole way from the Harrison Lake to the Tenass Lake, and the well-known circum- 
stance that the Indian trails throughout North America invariably follow the best line of travel through 
a wild country, I conclude that at least a great portion of the road should be carried along that 
bank. 

Ihave accordingly come to the following opinions on this point, viz. :— 

That the starting point of the route should be changed from Douglas to the north-west corner of the 
Harrison Lake. 

That the waggon road be carried along the right bank of the Lillooet River, as far, if possible, as the 
point opposite the lower end of the plateau below the Sixteen Mile House.* 

That the river be bridged here, and the road carried along the left bank as far as “the Camp,” 
following the general direction of the present trail, subject, of course, to the deviation already pro- 

osed. 

That the Lillooet be re-crossed at the point marked on the plan, and the road then constructed on the 

right bank of the river, and terminated at the south end of the Tenass Lake. 
I may here mention that Sapper Breakenridge, who has since made a reconnaissance of the right 
bank from the Harrison Lake, as far as the point opposite the Four Mile House, reported to me, after 
going over both routes, that the one on the right bank, although rather swampy in some places, 
was far preferable to the existing one, and I think still better might be found by keeping further back 
from the river. 

The distance by water from the south end of the Tenass Lake to the north-west end of Lake 
Lillooet is about 21 miles; the shores of both lakes being equally as precipitous as those of the 
Harrison. 

The town of Pemberton, which, when I was there, consisted of five or six houses, stands on a wretched 
rocky sife in the northernmost corner of Lake Lillooet. At high stages of the water the town is acces- 
sible to boats, but in the winter a long flat bar of sand prevents their coming within 500 yards of it. From 
this place the second portage commences, known now as the “ Birkenhead Portage;” nor is there any 
better starting point in the vicinity. 3 

The valley of the Upper Lillooet, which river runs into the lake at its western extremity, takes a 
westerly direction from the head of the lake. ‘The river about 5 miles from its mouth divides into two, 
a large delta being left between the mouths, which in summer time is again divided in two by a 
creek. 

On this delta, and particularly towards its western point, a few farming men have cultivated 
land, and there is also a large Indian village, surrounded by potato patches, &c. In the centre of each 
island is a small lake, and the ground for a considerable distance from their edges is swampy, but the 
banks are high and dry all the way round, contain good soil, and are covered with magnificent 

ass. 

o The trail on leaving Port Pemberton is carried over ground very similar to that at the back of 
Douglas, but in this case the ravine has been adhered to, and the hills are far less precipitous than those 
near Douglas. I was unavoidably compelled, both on my way up and on my return, to travel very 
rapidly over this portage, and consequently unable to make detailed field notes, or survey the route as 
accurately as I should have wished. ‘The trail, which for the whole 24 miles runs through a natural 
pass in the Cascade range, is on the whole far better than that on the Douglas portage, and, with the 
exception of blasting round two or three rocky hills, no great deviation from the present route would be 
necessary, if Port Pemberton be made the point of departure. 

As, however, it might be necessary, in the event of this route being made the main channel of com- 
munication witli the upper country, to establish a town of some size at the junction of the land and 
water communications, the site of Port Pemberton should in this case be abandoned. 

There is a good site for a town near the mouth of the Mosquito River, which empties itself into the 
Upper Lillooet opposite the Indian village, on the westernmost of the Lillooet Islands. If, therefore, the 
bar at the mouth of the southern or main branch of the river were deepened sufliciently to admit at all 


* If impossible to carry it as far as the point proposed, there are several good crossing places along the river (one half a mile below 
the Four-Mile House), but the Port Douglas hill should by all means be avoided. 
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times of the passage of steamers, I would suggest that the town be established at the mouth of the 
Mosquito River, and the road run along the valley, striking the old trail at its junction with that river. 
The large valley of the Upper Lillooet would thus be opened up, and inducement given to farmers to 
clear and cultivate the land in the vicinity of this town, which might otherwise be neglected, in conse- 
quence of its remoteness from any main route of communication, : 

About 17 miles from Pemberton the trail runs along the shore of a small ake one mile long and 
half a mile broad. 

This lake, which is situated on the summit of “the Pass,” is called “Summit Lake,” and from 
either end there is a descent to the Fraser, that from the north by Anderson River, through Lakes 
Anderson and Seaton and the River Imkumtch, and that from the south end, by the Mosquito River 
through the Lillooet and Harrison Lakes. 

After passing the Summit Lake, I crossed a tract of valley land two or three miles in extent, contain- 
ing little timber, and good rich loamy soil, irrigable, if necessary, from Anderson River. , 

In the vicinity of Anderson and for some little distance down the eastern shore of the Lake there 
is plenty of good grazing land for sheep and cattle on the sides of the mountains, and I am informed 
that owing to the absence of briars &c., this part of the country is very well adapted for raising 

ood wool. 
3 The town of Anderson is situated as shown in the plan on the south-western end of Lake Anderson. 
The site, as regards its suitability both for a town, and a point of departure for steamers, is 
extremely good. 

The bank is high and dry, (about 15 feet above high water mark), timber plenty and fine, but 
not too much of it, the soil good, and the land for one mile in rear, flat and easily irrigable. A good 
jetty has been built by the men who have settled there and own the boats that convey passengers 
across the lake; and as the water is deep close in shore the port is accessible at all times to steamers, 

From Anderson to the spot marked in my plan as “ Wapping,” which consists of one log house 
for travellers to sleep in is 14 miles by water. 

The short portage connecting Lakes Anderson and Seaton, (14 miles in length) commences here 
and terminates at the spot marked “ Flushing.” 

A Mr. Dozier, an American, who has established a waggon for conveying provisions across this 
portage, constructed a waggon road last year, connecting the two lakes, entirely at his own expense. 
The road is a very fair one, and as he has likewise constructed a neat and substantial bridge across 
the “Seaton River” of 60 feet span, I would suggest that, in the event of this becoming a permanent 
route, the by no means trivial service he has done to the colony be recognised. It will be seen on 
looking at the plan that it is necessary to cross the river as there is no starting place for boats or 
room for houses on the right bank at the Lake Seaton end.* 

The land on this portage is stony but colable. ‘The timber is scanty but the brushwood thick, 
and there is a fine patch of rich land to the north-west of Flushing. Both that place and “ Wapping” 
are admirably adapted for the points of departure of steamers, and as a site for small towns, if 
necessary. 

On the 30th of May I found the difference of level between the two lakes to be 594 feet, a 
difference which would combine with the softness of the soil to render the construction of a canal of 
communication a matter of considerable difficulty. Several locks would moreover be necessary, and 
I question whether it would not be better to run the goods across the isthmus on a tramway which 
might easily be made from one jetty to the other. 

At the eastern end of Lake Seaton, 14 miles by water from Flushing is situated the small town of 
Seaton. The houses are built on the beach, which is not more than 30 or 40 yards broad in the widest 
places, and immediately in their rear a steep bank about 100 feet high leads to a large diamofd shaped 
plateau or bench, on which there is good grazing land for cattle (bunch grass), and very little timber. 
‘The site of Seaton possesses the same advantages as a point of arrival and departure for steamers, 
as the other places on these lakes, but there is no room to establish a town except on the top of 
the bench, which would, I think, be too far above the water. 

The trail winds round the point of the plateau at a steep rise, and on attaining a height of about 
50 feet is carried along the side of the hill at an undulating level for about half a mile. 

Here it emerges on a level and very stony plateau about one-third of a mile broad, bounded 
on the north by the “ Imkumtch” and on the south by the ‘ Kayoosch” Rivers. ‘These rivers join in 
one about three-quarters of a mile further on, and the trail is carried along the plateau to. within 
100 yards of this point. 

It then crosses the Imkumtch on a rough log bridge built last May by the Packers between Seaton 
and Kayoosch. A large rock in the bed of the river forms a natural pier for the support of the 
center of the bridge. 

For the next three-quarters of a mile the trail runs along the side of a stony mountain at a 
considerable elevation, on a small ledge cut for the purpose. ‘This portion of the route is very 
dangerous, and, owing to the frequency of large slides in the mountain side, impassable for a 
waggon-road. 

Passing round the point of this mountain, the trail emerges on the level grassy bench land peculiar 
to this district of the Fraser, and running along this land for about 14 miles at a very slight variation 
in level reaches the small town of Kayoosch, situated on the western bank of that river. 

The benches in the vicinity of this portion of the fraser, which are covered with “bunch grass,” 
and in some places scantily timbered, would form excellent grazing lands for cattle, but the soil is, 
I think, too dry to be cultivated to any extent. ‘There are two or three small rivulets running through 
the bench on which the town of Kayoosch is situated, which affords a supply sufficient for the wants 
of the present inhabitants, and for irrigating a small patch of about 10 acres on a lower bench in 
front of the town, now under cultivation, and I daresay more might be obtained by digging wells, 








* The ground here is also marshy, 
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but water to any great extent is not to be had on the upper benches, either on the Kayoosch or the Brrrisa 
Fort Berens side of the Fraser. CoLuMBIA. 

The majority of the benches, although beautifully clear and level, are, I think, at two great an 
elevation above the Fraser River to be well adapted as sites for towns, that for instance on which 
Kayoosch stands being about 150 to 200 feet above the river. ‘They vary in length from half a mile 
to 14 miles, and in breadth from 200 to 1,000 yards, the slopes connecting one bench with that 
above it, being generally at an angle of about 45°. 

I was unable to procure any means of crossing to the southern bank of the Kayoosch, but I was Proposed site 
able to see sufficient from the opposite side to convince me that, on that bank, at its junction with for town at 
the Fraser, is the best site for a town in the neighbourhood. At this part a considerable flat, 300 eee 
or 400 yards wide, and about 20 feet above the level of the Fraser, (June Ist), extends some distance : ; 
down the shore of the Fraser and up the Kayoosch. 

Behind this flat and about 100 feet above it, is another extensive plateau, to which a town might 
be extended, while any amount of water power might be obtained in that portion of the town on 
the lower flat, by flowing from the “ Kayoosch. 

I suggest, therefore, that instead of crossing the “Imkumtch” at the Forks of that river and the Proposed con- 
*‘ Kayoosch,” the latter river be bridged at, or near the same point, whence an almost natural waggon pierce; 
road extends to the proposed town site on the right bank, a distance of 125 miles. j 

The trail from Kayoosch to the bank above French Bar requires no alteration whatever, extending Trail from 
along the flat benches at occasional slight changes in level for about 24+ miles. It then runs down mareren toy) 
a frightfully steep bank to the “Bar,” and as the remainder of the route both from this point to “""" 7°" 
the mouth of Bridge River, and thence on to Mormon Bar is so bad as to render the construction of 
a waggon road barely possible, I will proceed at once to report on the best route to Fountain, that 
in my opinion the nature of the country will permit. } 

The Kayoosch should, I think, be bridged from the south, as near its mouth as practicable, and Yroposed trail 
the waggon road carried round near the Fraser at the lowest possible elevation as far as French Bar. a AT ae 

Crossing the Fraser at a point on the bar, which will be found practicable where the river is °°" " 
only about 75 yards wide,* it should ascend the steep bank on the opposite side at a gentle grade, 
whence, with the exception of one place, subject to slides, the road to Fountain is generally good. 

Fountain is situated on the left bank of the Fraser, on a large bench upwards of one mile in Fountain. 
length, about 500 yards wide, and 700 or 800 feet above the level of the Fraser, to which the 
bank makes a direct steep descent. 

One-and-a-half miles beyond the Fountain, a trail branches off to the southward and runs at the Trail to the 
back of the range of mountains which skirts the left bank of the Fraser as far as the Forks of Harte 
the ‘Thompson’s River. ‘This trail is, 1 believe, the best and the shortest route from the Forks to 
the upper country; the country between Kayoosch and the Thompson affords every facility for the 
construction of a good waggon road on the right bank, though the existing one on the left bank 
is, | understand, very bad for a large portion of the distance. 

Water to a considerable amount is procurable at Fountain, from a lake 25 miles back in the Fountain asa 
mountains, but, although a town on the flat might be of some importance in connexion with the town site. 
branch roads to the Forks, Pavillon, and Kayoosch, the site is at too great an elevation above the 
Fraser to admit of the establishment of a town in connexion with any traffic that may, at a future 
period, take place on that river. : . 

The land around and in the valley leading to the Forks is of the same nature as that around ° 
Kayoosch, viz.: excellent for grazing, but too dry in summer, unless well irrigated to admit of 
agriculture to any important extent. 

In the Buonaparte Valley which extends from Pavillon to Fort Thompson there are, I understand, Buonaparte 
from 40 to 50 square miles of rich land fit for cultivation. In this valley too, there is a great deal Valley. 
of black marble, and limestones abound at Pavillon and in its neighbourhood. 

With regard to Fountain I should add that a town there might at a future period be of 
importance in connexion with a road from Canada through the Buonaparte valley to Kayoosch.t 

At the south end of Harrison Lake, about three-quarters of a mile to the south-east of the point St. Alice’s 
where the river and lake join a hot spring called “ St. Alice’s Well” is situated. Well. 

The water, whose temperature on the 20th of May was 130° Fahrenheit, bubbles out of a small 
mass of conglomerate rock 6 inches above the then level of the lake. 

It is highly sulphurous, but owing to my having been unable to procure a perfectly clean bottle 
and cork, the specimen I sent down to Victoria, proves, I regret, to be unfit for further analysis. 

Another hot spring, somewhat similar to St. Alice’s and of about the same temperature, though not St. Agnes’ 
so highly sulphurous, is situated about 60 yards north-east of the Hot Spring House, 23,°, miles by Well. 
the trail from Douglas. By a subsequent cursory examination this water was found to contain 
chloride of sodium and sulphate of soda, but, owing to the impossibility of my procuring a perfect 
specimen, an accurate analysis could not be made. 

As I thought a few particulars relative to the mines might prove useful, I collected such informa- The mines, 
tion en route from the miners, as might, I hoped, be depended on. 

At French Bar, rockers were averaging from $4 to 88 per day to the hand, sluices, $8 to $16. 

Mormon Bar, opposite Fountain, rockers $4 to $12: sluices, $16 to $25. 

Days’ Bar, 2 miles above Fountain, rockers, $8 to $12. 

‘Haskell’s Bar, 18 miles above Fountain, rockers, 86 to £12: sluices, $16 to $20. : 

Big Bar, rockers, $5 to 86. ; 

Every sensible miner to whom I spoke on the subject, clearly admitted the existence of gold all 
along the banks of the Upper Fraser, in considerable quantities; in quantities too, that, were it not 
for the exorbitantly high prices of provisions and the want of good fresh meat and vegetables, would 
attract and retain thousands of miners who were then leaving the country. 








S There is a rock about one-third of the way across covered at high water, but dry in the fall. On this rock a pier might easily be 
made, 


+ With reference to other interesting features in the route I would beg to call your attention to the following. 
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The great ery is for a waggon road, and cheap and good provisions, and these once obtained, 
there will be no further doubt as to the stay of the miners in the country. ft o- 
Dry diggings have yet to be found and there is no doubt, will be found, as soon as men have 
heart and strength to prospect the country in every direction; but as long as bacon and beans are 
the sole articles of diet, few if any will be found with the heart or strength to do more than support 
themselves by mining for a few hours each day, much less to travel over such a wild country and 
such bad trails as they must do, in order to explore the districts in the vicinity of the Upper Fraser. 
At Douglas the prices of provisions were as follows on the 11th June, viz. :— 


Flour and Beans, each - > - - - - 64 cents per lb. 
Sugar and Bacon ,, - - - - - 25 3 
Coffee - = - : - - 28 % 
Tea - - . . - - - 75 ss 
The prices increase all along the route and were as follows at Fountain on the Sth June, viz. :— 
Flour and Beans each - - . - - 30 cents per lb. 
Sugar and Bacon ,, - - - - - 65 x 
Coffee “ - - - - - - 76 a 
Tea - - 150 m1 


Prices up to the end of May had been considerably higher (flour for instance selling at 38 cents,) 
but owing to the rapid exodus of the miners, were when I arrived falling fast. 

From the cursory view I was enabled to take of the general geological character of the country 
“'Trappean rocks” appear to prevail, consisting principally of greenstone, dense clay slate (here and 
and there presenting a laminated structure) and compact hornblende. ‘The exposed surfaces of the 
rocks are very generally covered with the white deposit due to the decomposition of felspar, and are 
occasionally stained red with iron, forming an agreeable contrast in the landscape. Quartz veins 
permeate the clay slate in many places, of an average thickness of from 1 to 12 inches; the formation 
in fact would suggest the high probability of metalliferous deposits. . 

The mountains rise bold, rugged, and abrupt, with occasional benches on their sides on which are 
found quantities of worn rounded boulders principally of coarse grained granite, occasionally porphyritic. 
The granite contains golden coloured and black mica in large quantities. ‘The crystals of felspar in 
the porphyritic granite are very numerous but small. 

The soil appears in many places to have been formed by the decomposition of granite, it being 
light and sandy and containing much mica. 

Below the soil is very generally found a white compact mass, very hard and approaching to a 
conglomerate, containing pebbles of every description in a matrix of decomposed clay slate. 

Lime seems wanting, even in the conglomerate, and I saw no traces of limestone or sandstone all 
along the route, though I understand there is plenty of the former at Pavillon. 


I have, &e. 
Queenborough, B. Columbia, ‘H. Spencer Parmer, 
July 1, 1859. . Lieut. Royal Engineers, 
Colonel E. C. Moody, R. E. | 
&e. &e. &e. 


TABLE showing the Astronomical Positions of important Points on the Route, as computed by 
Lieut. H. Spencer Parmer, R.E. 





Longitude 
Latitude in Absolute 
Station at Time Longitude 
North. East of West. 
Queenboro’. 


° 


‘ ur ° Ul I 


Queenborough ~ - . - | 49 12 58 | - - | 122 53 15 

Mouth of Harrison River - - + 0 14 25 | 8 25°596 0 O1 51 

South end of Harrison Lake : - 0 19 00 | 4 00°688 121 53 04 
Douglas _- - - = Ghb 0 45 35 | 2 46°808 122 11 838 ; 

Ten-mile House - - - - 0 52 41 | 2 12°972 0 20 03 

South end of Tenass Lake - -  - | 60 08 00 | 1 10°445 0 35 38 

i Lillooet Lake - -| 007 52) 1 09°546 O 35 52 

. Pemberton - - -{| 017 32 | 0 40°240 0 43 11 

a Anderson - - -| 0 82 13 | 1 11°872 0 35 17 

. Flushing - - - -| 042 25) 2.02°356 0 26 39 

5 Seaton - - - 0 40 18 | 3 10° 146 0 05 48 

a Kayoosch - “= 0.41 .§1.).,.3.22°753 0 02 33 

Mouth of Bridge River - - -| 0 45 33:| 3.17°753 0 03 48 

Fountain - - - -| O 44 44 | 8 27°508 O Ol 22 


” 





(Signed) H. Spencer PALMER, 
Lieut. Royal Engineers. 
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TABLE oF DISTANCES. 
\ 














Distance Distance 
b b 
as -” Land (trail) Water 
in Miles. in Miles. 
Queenborough Camp - | Fort Langley - - - -|- - | 17°000 
¥ - - | Mouth of Harrison River ee} “ 47-700 
« ~ - | South end of Harrison Lake - -|- - 57 °'700 
:. - - | Douglas” - - - - -|{- - | 92-700 
Douglas - ~ - | Four Mile House - “ - 4°047 is 
. 7 - -| Ten Mile House - - - -{ 11°852 os 
4 . . - | Sixteen Mile House’ - - - | 18°911 — 
és a - - | Hot Spring House - - -| 23°881 —_ 
Ss - - - | The Camp - - - - | 27°999 Ls 
" - - - - | South end of Tenass Lake - - -| 384-000 — 
Southend of Tenas Lake - | South end of Lillooet Lake - -|- - 6°650 
3 -. - | Pemberton - - -  -|- - | 21-1380 
Pemberton - - | Half-way House (2nd portage) - | 15°000 — 
> - - -| Anderson - - - - | 29:000 — 
| Anderson - - | Wapping - - - -|- ; | 14°000 
Wapping - - -| Flushing - - am: 1°45 — 
Flushing - - | Seaton -— - - av re - 14-000 
Seaton - =| Kayoosch - - > 3-700 — 
Kaynoosch - - | Mouth of Bridge River : - 4°200 — 
% - - - | Point opposite Fountain - - = 6° 500 ees 
Total from Queenborough to Fountain :—By land (trail) - - - 74:65 miles. 
By water - - - = 141°83 ,, 
Entire distance, Queenborough to Fountain - - - 21648 ,, 





(Signed) H. Spencer Paimer, 
Lieut., Royal Engineers. 





No. 24. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
Sir E. B. Lytron, Bart., M.P. 


(No. 207.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, August 23, 1859. 
(Received October 10, 1859.) 
Sir, (Answered No. 33, October 28, 1859, page 105.) 
Havine been much occupied of late with the affairs of Vancouver's Island, I have 
not in my last Despatches adverted to the state of British Columbia. That Colony is 
making satisfactory progress. 

2. The great enterprise of the season, the waggon road from Douglas through the 
valley of the Harrison River to the Upper Fraser, beyond the mountains, has been 
necessarily retarded by the withdrawal of the Royal Marines for service on the Island of 
San Juan; but the work is still being prosecuted by a detachment of Royal Engineers, 
under the command of Captain Grant. ‘That force is, however, insufficient to make much 
impression this season on a work of such magnitude; winter will in all probability find us 
unprepared, and we shall have again to encounter the arduous task of feeding the mining 
population of the interior, by packing provisions on mules over the present road; a pro- 
cess so expensive as materially to add to the cost of living, and consequently notwith- 
standing their large earnings, the miners are, from positive inability to live, compelled in 
great numbers to abandon the country. 

8: Money is greatly wanted for carrying on that indispensable work, which might be 
- completed for the sum of 30,000/. 

4, That sum I have no doubt could be easily raised by way of loan either in England 
or in this country, provided its repayment were guaranteed by Parliament, and I would 
beg to draw the attention of Her Majesty’s Government to that subject in order to procure 
the necessary aid for accomplishing an enterprise worthy of our country, and removing 
the great impediment to the development of the mining regions of British Columbia. 
Its influence in promoting the prosperity of the country would be incalculably great, 
and it would lead to so large an increase of the public revenue as soon to repay the 
preliminary outlay. 

G 4 
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5. On the contrary, without such facilities of access, the country will have to struggle 
on amidst the discouragements of poverty and distress. 


6. The mule road from Fort Hope to Boston Bar has been recently completed, and 
will be of great advantage to that district of the country. 


7. Much is also required to be done in improving the road from Fort Yale by the 
passes of Fraser’s River; in short, on all sides is the helping hand of Government urgently 
required in opening a free access into a country whose resources are probably greater 
than our most sanguine speculations ever contemplated. Every step in advance confirms 
that opinion, and reveals more distinctly the auriferous wealth of the country. 


8. My advices from Fort Yale are up to the 17th of August. Mr. Commissioner 
Sanders reports that the miners are, almost without exception, doing exceedingly well, 
and in the newly discovered diggings at Quesnel’s River, are making on the average one 
ounce of gold to the man per diem. 


9. Those accounts are confirmed by numberless letters from persons in the interior to 
their former partners or friends in the Fort Yale district, exhausting all their powers of 
persuasion to induce them to join them at Alexandria. 


10. Mr. Cox, a revenue officer employed in the district of Thompson’s River, reports 
that the minersin that part of the country are making very large wages, and mentions that 
one company of five men were procuring by sluices an aggregate return of from 250 to 800 
dollars a day; and others with the cradle were averaging each from 10 to 12 dollars 
a day. | 

11. The newly explored tract of mining country about Alexandria and Quesnel’s 
River is reported to have more of the general features of a gold country than any yet 
known part of British Columbia. The miners appear fully satisfied on that point, and 
of the auriferous character of the soil in the valley of Fraser’s River ; already are hydraulic 
mining associations forming, who expect to derive considerable profit by that process, 
from benches and flats which cannot at present be worked to advantage for want of 
water. 

12. The miners on Fraser’s River have been much delayed this season by the high 
state of the water, which has now subsided, and they have resumed work with great 
spirit. 

13. Ditch owners on the other hand have already felt the want of water, and complain 
that the streams from which they draw can hardly supply one-fourth of the usual and 
requisite quantity of water. 

14. Much anxiety has been expressed by the miners generally on the subject of banks 
of deposit, which are greatly needed in every district of British Columbia. The miners 
only alternative at present being to bury his gold dust for security, which is known to be 
the general practice in Fraser's River; but were banks of deposit established, they 
would willingly pay a monthly per-centage on any sums they might deposit. 


15. I have long been convinced of the value and importance of such institutions ; but 
without the assistance of men of tried integrity and business habits, no such scheme 
could be carried out with advantage to individuals or to the public. 

16. The country is everywhere in a perfectly tranquil state. 

17. A body of nearly 100 gold miners sailed from this place on the 27th of July to 
explore the gold fields of Queen Charlotte’s Island, and I trust this little band of pioneers 
will meet with the success their enterprise deserves. ‘The expedition was equipped 
entirely at their own expense. I promised, however, to exempt the party from all taxes 
for six months to come, and to allow them certain privileges in respect to quartz claims, 


not inconsistent however with the provisions of the general mining regulations which I 
propose shortly to issue. 


18. I also promised to protect them in the prosecution of their enterprise as far as the 
means at my disposal allow, and in fulfilment of that promise 1 have made a requisition 
ou Rear Admiral Baynes, for the assistance of a ship of war to visit the place where they 
intend to form their settlement. 

19. If that attempt proves successful the result will be highly important for the colony, 
and Queen Charlotte’s Island, which abounds in minerals, and its coasts with fish, will 
soon become the resort of many flourishing settlements. 


20, I am looking forward with great anxiety for the arrival of the two gunboats which 
Her Majesty’s Government announced in your Despatch No. 30,* of the 10th March, it 
was intended to place at my disposal for the defence and protection of this colony. 
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21. Those vessels would be of incalculable advantage to the country ; its coasts might eo 
then be explored, settlements formed, and protected from Indian violence, in a manner O¢UMBMS 
which with my present means is simply impossible. | 

22. The late numbers of the ‘ Victoria Gazette”* are herewith transmitted for your Nos. 8 to 26 of 
information. the Victoria 








azette, July 
I have, &c. i seye: 2g 
The Right Hon. Sir FE. B. Lytton, Bart. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

&c. &c. &C. Governor. 
No. 25. No. 25, 

Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Dovcatas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 

NEWCASTLE. 
(No, 218.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, September 13, 1859. 
My Lorp Dukgz, (Received November 1, 1859.) 


I nave the honour to transmit herewith, for the information of Her Majesty’s 
Government, copies of the following Proclamations which have been lately issued for the 
colony of British Columbia, 7.e. 

(7.) Proclamation, dated 15th May 1859, for the naturalization of aliens in the colony of * Page 20. 

British Columbia, alluded to in my Despatch No. 167* of the 8th June last. 

(8.) Proclamation, dated 19th May 1859, for the relief of Her Majesty’s subjects, entitled 

the ** Oaths Act,” 1859. 

_ (9.) Proclamation, dated 2nd June 1859, altering, in some respects, the act for levying 
. duties of customs on imports into British Columbia. 
(10.) Proclamation, dated 15th June 1859, imposing tonnage, pilotage, and harbour dues 
at the Port of Queensborough, now New Westminster, British Columbia. 
(11.) Proclamation, dated 25th June 1859, amending the same. 
(12.) Proclamation, dated 10th August 1859, amending the laws relating to the licences 
for selling spirits, &c., and for other purposes. 
(13.) Proclamations, dated 31st August 1859, entitled the “ Gold Fields Act,” together 

___ with rules and regulations for working of gold mines, dated 7th September 1859. 

2. The “ Aliens Act” confers upon such persons the privilege of holding and conveying 
real estate, and of being naturalized, within the colony, after a residence therein of three 
years, and is calculated in all its provisions to attach the alien to the country of his 

_ adoption, and through a sense of obligation to Her Majesty’s rule. 

8. The amended “ Customs Act” imposes further duties :— 

On tobacco, for purely revenue purposes. 

On distilled liquors and spirits of all sorts, not only to increase the revenue but 
also with the view of reducing the disparity of cost to the consumer between 
the cheap American spirits, now largely imported from San Francisco, and the 

better qualities of spirits imported from Great Britain; and to encourage the 
importation of the latter. 

On flour and other articles of food, entering largely into the consumption of the 
mining population, for revenue purposes. These articles were previously charged 
with a low specific duty, for the benefit of that class, who were then taxed through 
the act imposing a monthly mining licence fee, which is now repealed. ? 

4. The ‘Spirit Licence Act” repeals all former acts for leving duties on the sales of 
wines and spirits. 

The charge on spirit licences is reduced to a much lower sum, intended to compensate, 
in the case of keepers of licensed houses, for the increased customs duties levied on 
spirits. 

5. The “ Gold Fields Act,” with the annexed rules and regulations, embraces the whole 
subject of gold mining, and provides very fully for contingent questions. Miners’ rights 
are guarded with special care. As a class they are free from any direct taxes beyond 
the annual charge of 1/. for the free miners’ certificate. 

That document places them in a position of perfect security, with respect to mining 
claims, and secures to each free miner the right of voting at elections. 

Mining boards, having a power to make byelaws, with the consent of the Gold Com- 
missioner, may be formed whenever 100 or more registered free miners are found in any 
district. 

It is also provided that the mining boards may be dissolved by the Governor, a power 
which it may, in certain cases, be necessary to use; at the same time the mining boards 


Ill, 
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Britisx will be fostered and encouraged as long as they confine their influence to its legitimate 
CoLuMBIA. object, that of improving the condition of the gold fields. wh deel} 
2g ‘The other acts do not appear to require special notice, and, with those reported on, r 
will I trust meet with your Grace’s approval. ty 


I have, &c. rrotieg 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) — JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &e. &e. Governor. | 
Encl. 1 in (No 1.) Enclosure lin No. 25. 


No. 25. 
PROCLAMATION. 


By his Excellency James Doveras, Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief of British Columbia. 


Proclamation having the Force of Law in Her Majesty’s Colony of British Columbia. © 


Wuereas under and by virtue of an Act of Parliament, made and passed in the session of Parlia- 
ment held in the 21st and 22nd years of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled an Act to 
provide for the ‘‘ Government of British Columbia,” and by a Commission under the Great Seal of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, I, James Douglas, have been appointed Governor of the 
said Colony, and have been authorized by Proclamation under the Public Seal of the said Colony to 
make laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and good government of the same: — 

And whereas it is expedient to afford to aliens desirous of becoming naturalized British subjects, 
facilities for so doing, and also to afford greater security and facility in the possession and transferring 
of land, and for quieting of titles transmitted in part or in whole through aliens : : 

Now, therefore, I do hereby declare, proclaim, and enact as follows, viz: . 

1. Every alien now residing, or who may hereafter come to reside in the said Colony with intent to 
settle therein, and who shall have actually resided therein, or in the adjacent Colony of Vancouver 
Island, or partly in the one Colony and partly in the other, for a continuous period of three years, 
without having been, during any portion of that time, a stated resident in any foreign country out of 
Her Majesty’s dominions, shall be entitled to procure himself to be naturalized in manner herein-after 
described. 

2, Every alien desirous of becoming so naturalized, shall procure a declaration of residence and 
character, to be made and subscribed by some British subject in the form marked A. in the schedule 
hereto. Such alien shall, in the next place, make and subscribe a declaration of residence in the form 
marked B., in the said schedule hereto, and shall also take the oath of allegiance to Her Majesty and 
Her Successors, in the form marked C. in the said schedule. . 

3. Every such declaration and oath may be taken, made, and subscribed before any Justice of the 
Peace acting in any part of the Colony of British Columbia, or before any person appointed by Her 
Majesty to be a judge in British Columbia. Every such declaration and oath shall be forthwith delivered 
to such alien, with the certificate at the foot thereof, signed by such justice of peace, or by the registrar 
of the said judge, stating the compliance on the part of the said alien with the regulations herein-before 
contained. 

4. It shall be lawful for the said alien to present all the said documents, properly subscribed and 
filled up as aforesaid, in open Court, on the first day of any assizes or general sittings of the Court of 
British Columbia, in any place in the said Colony. And all such documents shall be then read aloud 
in open Court, and it shall be lawful for the said Court, on the last day of the said assizes or general 
sittings, to order all the said documents and proceedings to be entered as of record in the said Court. 
And thereupon such alien shall be admitted and deemed, while within the said Colony of British 
Columbia, to be thenceforth a British subject to all intents and purposes whatever, and to hold, enjoy, 
and transmit all property, rights and capacities, in the same manner as if born within Her Majesty’s 
dominions. 

5, Any woman (not a British subject previously to her marriage) married to a British subject, whether 
by birth or naturalization, shall be deemed to be a British subject, naturalized as from the date of her 
marriage, or of her husband’s naturalization, whichever event shall last happen. 

6. The declarations herein-before referred to (the forms whereof are set forth in the schedule here- 
unto) shall be deemed to be made in accordance with the Act 5 & 6 Wm. 4. ¢c. 62, for the abolition of 
unnecessary oaths; and any wilful false statement made therein shall be deemed perjury, and shall expose 
every person making such false statement, or procuring the same to be made, to all the penalties of per-_ 
jury. And in addition to all such penalties, it shall be lawful for the said Court, on motion by the pro- 
secutor, on any trial for perjury or subornation of perjury in respect of any such declaration, to declare 
null and void the naturalization based upon such false declaration; and thereupon all such steps shall 
be taken as shall be thought fitting by the said Court. Provided nevertheless, that nothing shall affect 
the rights of any other person, derived under the person whose naturalization is so annulled, unless 
such other person shall have been cognizant of the perjury at the time of acquiring the right. 

7. There shall be paid to the justice of the peace before whom such declarations and oath as aforesaid 
shall be taken and subscribed, the sum of four shillings and no more for each such declaration and for 
such oath respectively ; and by the registrar of the said Court for reading and recording the said cer- 
tificate and documents, the sum of six shillings and no more; and for every copy of such documents the 
same amount as for an office copy of any judgment of the said Court. And all such fees shall be applied 
as any other fees payable to justices and registrars are applicable by law or custom. 

8. Every alien shall have the same capacity to take, hold, enjoy, recover, convey, and transmit title 
to lands and real estate of every description, in this colony, as if he were, at the time of the passing of 
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this Act, a natural born British subject; and no person shall be disturbed in the possession or precluded 
from the recovery of any lands or real estate in this colony by reason only that some person from or 
through whom he may derive his title was an alien. 

9. This Act may be referred to in all legal proceedings as the Aliens Act, 1859. 

Issued under the Public Seal of the said Colony, at Victoria, this 14th day of May 1859, in 
the ‘[wenty-second year of Her Majesty’s Reign, by me, 
James DouGtuas, (L.S.) 

By his Excellency’s command. 

Wiuuiam A. G. Youna, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


* 


Gop SAVE THE QUEEN. 


The Schedule before referred to. 


Form A. 
I, MN. of do solemnly declare that I am a naturalized British subject (or British-born sub- 
ject, as the case may be) and that I have known A.B. of a Prussian subject (or as the case may 
be) ever since and that the said A.B. has resided within the Colony of for a period of 


[three years or upwards |, that he is a person of good character, and that there exists to my knowledge 
no reason why to the said A.B. there should not be granted all the right and capacities of a natural 
born British subject, and I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true, 
and in compliance with the provisions of the statute made and passed in the session of Parliament held 
in the 5th and 6th years of the reign of the late King William IV., intituled an Act for the abolition 
of unnecessary oaths. 
. Signed M.N. 


Declared and subscribed by the said M.N., before me, in pursuance of an Act of the Imperial Par- 
liament of the United Kingdom, 5 & 6 William IV. c. 62, and of the Proclamation of the 14th day of 
May 1859. And I hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the said A.B. has com- 
plied with the requisite formalities specified in such Proclamation, entitling him to be naturalized as a 
British subject, and I know of no reason why he should not be so naturalized. 

(Signed) J.P. 


J. P. for British Columbia, residing at this day of 185 


Form B. 


I, A.B. do solemnly declare that I have resided three years in this colony (or in this colony and tne 
adjacent colony of Vancouver’s Island, as the case may be) with intent to settle in this colony, and 
without having been during that time a stated resident in any foreign country. And I make this 
solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true, and in compliance with the provisions 
of the statute made and passed in the session of Parliament, held in the 5th and 6th years of the reign 
of the late King William IV., intituled an Act for the abolition of unnecessary oaths. 

| (Signed) A.B. 

Declared and subscribed before me, in pursuance of an Act of the Imperial Parliament of the United 
Kingdom, 5 & 6 William IV. c. 62, and of the Proclamation of the 14th day of May 1859. And I 
hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief the said A.B. has complied with the requisite 
formalities specified in such Proclamation, entitling him to be naturalized as a British subject, and I 
know of no reason why he should not be so naturalized. 

Signed JP. 


J. P. for British Columbia, residing at this day of 185 


Form C. 
Oath of Allegiance. 


1, A.B., do swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Victoria, of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and of the dependencies and colonies thereof in Europe, 
Asia, Africa, America, and Australasia, Queen, and that I will defend Her to the utmost of my power 
against all conspiracies and attempts whatever, which shall be made against Her Person, Crown, or 
Dignity, and I will do my utmost to endeavour to disclose and make known to Her Majesty, Her Heirs 
and Successors, all treasons and traitorous conspiracies which may be formed against Her or them. 
And I do faithfully promise to maintain, support, and defend to the utmost of my power the succession of 
the Crown, which succession by an Act intituled “ An Act for the further Limitation of the Crown and 
better securing the Rights and Liberties of the Subject,” is and stands limited to the Princess Sophia, 
Electress of Hanover, and the Heirs of Her Body, being Protestants, hereby renouncing and abjuring 
any obedience or allegiance unto any other person claiming or pretending a right to the Crown of 
the said realm and its dependencies and'colonies as aforesaid, and I do declare that no foreign prince, 
person, prelate, state, or potentate hath or ans to have any. jurisdiction, power, superiority, pre- 
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eminence or authority, ecclesiastical or spiritual, within the same or any other part thereof. And I 
make this declaration upon the true faith of a Christian. So help me God. 
(Signed) A.B. 


Sworn and subscribed by the said A.B., before me, this day of 185 . AndT 
hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the said A.B. has complied with the requisite 
formalities specified in the Proclamation of the 14th day of May 1859, entitling him to be naturalized 
as a British subject, and I know of no reason why he should not be so naturalized. 

(Signed) JP. 

Justice of the Peace for British Columbia, residing at this day of 185 . 


(No. 2.) Enclosure 2 in No. 25. 


ProcLAMATION. 


By his Excellency James Dovctias, Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor 1 
and Commmander-in-Chief of British Columbia. 


Proclamation having the Force of Law in Her Majesty’s Colony of British Columbia. 

WuereEas under and by virtue of an Act of Parliament, made and passed in the session of 
Parliament held in the 21st and 22nd years of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled an 
Act to provide for the “Government of British Columbia,” and by a Commission under the great 
Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, I, James Douglas, have been appomted 
Governor of the said colony, and have been authorized by Proclamation under the Public Seal of the 
said colony to make laws, institutions and ordinances for the peace, order, and good government of the 
same : 

And whereas it may be doubted whether the provisions of an Act of the Imperial Parliament made 
and passed in the tenth year of the reign of His late Majesty King George IV., intituled “An Act 
for the relief of His Majesty’s Roman Catholic Subjects,” or of an Act of the Imperial Parliament 
made and passed in the 22nd year of the reign of Her most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria, 
intituled * An Act to substitute one oath for the oaths of allegiance, supremacy, and abjuration, and 
“‘ for the relief of Her Majesty’s subjects professiong the Jewish Religion,” and of another Act made 
and passed in the same year, intituled “ An Act to provide for the relief of Her Majesty’s subjects 
“ professing\ the Jewish Religion” are applicable to persons not subjects of Her Majesty: And 
whereas it is expedient to give relief to the consciences of all such persons, as well subjects of Her 
Majesty as aliens, and also to give relief to the consciences of all persons who shall be conscientiously 
unwilling to be sworn: 

Now, therefore, I do hereby declare, proclaim, and enact as follows; viz., 

1. If any person called as a witness in any Court of Judicature, or required or desiring to take any 
oath or to make an affidavit or deposition, shall refuse or*be unwilling from alleged conscientious 
motives to be sworn, it shall be lawful for the Court or Judge, or other presiding officer or person 
qualified to take such oath, affidavit, or deposition, upon being satisfied of the sincerity of such objection, 
to permit such person, instead of being sworn, to make his or her solemn affirmation or declaration in 
the words following; viz. 

“J, A. B., do solemnly, sincerely and truly affirm and declare, that the taking of any oath is, 
* according to my religious belief unlawful, and I do solemnly, sincerely and truly affirm and 
* declare,” &c. &e. 
_ Which solemn affirmation and declaration shall be of the same force and effect as if such person had taken 
an oath in the usual form, and shall in like manner infer the penalty of perjury in case of falsehood. 

2. If any person professing the Roman Catholic religion shall be required by any lawful authority, 
or shall be desirous for any purpose to take the oath of allegiance to Her Majesty, Her heirs and 
successors, it shall be sufficient if he shall in lieu thereof take the oath in the form appointed and set 
forth in the 2nd section of the Act made and passed in the Parliament of the United Kingdom, held in 
the tenth year of His late Majesty King George IV. intituled “ An Act for the Relief of His Majesty’s 
* Roman Catholic Subjects.” 

3. If any of the persuasion of people called Quakers, or any other person under this or any other 
law permitted to make his solemn declaration or affirmation in lieu of an oath, or any person professing 
the Jewish religion, shall at any time be required by any lawful authority, or shall be desirous for an 
purpose to take the oath of allegiance to Her Majesty, Her heirs or successors, or any form of oat 
containing the words “ And I make this declaration upon the true faith of a Christian” the said words, 
* and I make this declaration upon the true faith of a Christian,” shall be omitted in the form of oath 
to be taken or the declaration or affirmation in lieu of an oath to be made by such person. And the 
taking of every such oath, or the making of such affirmation and declaration with such omission as 
aforesaid shall have the same force and effect as the taking and subscribing by other persons of the 
oath containing the said words “and I make this declaration upon the true faith of a Christian.” 

4. This Proclamation may in all legal proceedings and documents be referred to as “* The Oaths 
* Act, 1859.” 

Issued under the Public Seal of the said Colony at Victoria, this 19th day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine, in the ‘'wenty-second year of Her Majesty’s reign, 
by me, 

4 James Dovctas, (L.s.) 

By Command of his Excellency. 

Witiiam A. G. Youne, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Gop SAavE THE QUEEN. 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 25, 
(No. 3.) PROCLAMATION. 


By his Excellency Jamus Dovcras, Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief of British Columbia. 


Proclamation having the Force of Law in Her Majesty’s Colony of British Columbia. 


Wuereas under and by virtue of an Act of Parliament made and passed in the session of 
Parliament held in the 21st and 22nd years of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled 
an Act to provide for the “Government of British Columbia,” and by a Commission under the Great 
Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, I, James Douglas, have been appointed 
Governor of the said Colony, and have been authorized by proclamation under the Public Seal of 
the said Colony to make laws and institutions and ordinances for the peace, order, and good govern 
ment of the same: 

And whereas it is expedient to alter in some respects the rates of duties of Customs now leviable 
upon goods and other articles and things imported into British Columbia, and to make further provision 
for the levying thereof: 

Now, therefore, I do hereby declare, proclaim, and enact as follows; viz., 

Ist. All goods, animals, and articles not herein-after specifically charged with any duty of Customs, 
and not herein-after exempted from the payment of duties of Customs, shall on being imported into 
British Columbia be charged and chargeable with a duty of ten pounds for every one hundred pounds 
value thereof at the port of entry. 
9nd. There shall be levied and paid on the goods, articles, and animals next herein-after mentioned 
the duties of Customs following; viz., 

Spirits and distilled liquors of all sorts, sweetened or otherwise, for every s. d. 
imperial gallon of full strength or less than full strength of proof, by 


Sykes’ hydrometer - - - - - - 3 
And so in proportion for any greater strength than proof, or for any less 
quantity than one gallon. 
Bulls, cows, oxen, horses, asses, and mules per head - - « 4 2 
Sheep and goats per head - . - + - -" ya | 
Tobacco, viz., cigars and cheroots per 100 ~ - - - 4 2 
Tobacco, viz., snuff and other preparations per pound - - - 0 6 


3rd. The following goods, animals, and articles shall be admitted into British Columbia free of all 
duties, viz., Coin, fresh meat, fresh fruit, and fresh vegetables, poultry alive or dead, machinery for 
agricultural purposes, seeds and bulbs, and roots of plants to be used in agriculture and not as food, salt, 
printed and manuscript books and papers, and the baggage and apparel, household furniture and 
professional apparatus of passengers. And also, all goods, animals, and articles whatever imported for 
the public service or uses of the Colony of British Columbia, or for the use of Her Majesty’s land or 
sea forces, or of any person holding any command or appointment in Her Majesty’s forces aforesaid. 
Provided always, that all articles so excepted from duty as above mentioned, as being property: of 
passengers or officers, shall be bona fide the property of such passengers and officers, and not intended 
for making a profit by the sale or hire thereof. 

4th. From and after the 15th day of June now next, the port of Queensborough shall be the sole port 
of entry for all vessels entering [’raser River, and for all goods imported by sea into the ports of 
British Columbia adjacent to Fraser River. And all vessels desirous of clearing for any other port of 
British Columbia may thenceforth clear at Queensborough aforesaid for such ports as may for the 
time being be open for traflic: Provided, nevertheless, that until the said 15th day of June now next, 
all the duties hereby made leviable shall be ascertained, levied, and paid at Victoria, in Vancouver 
Island, in the same manner as heretofore has been used with respect to the duties now levied and paid, 
and the same shall be under the management of the Collector of Her Majesty’s Customs for British 
Columbia; provided further, that all vessels desirous to clear for any port in British Columbia north 
of Fraser River, which may for the time being be open for traflic, may do so, clearing as heretofore 
at the port of Victoria aforesaid, paying nevertheless the full duties hereby charged and made leviable, 
and all such last-mentioned duties shall be paid to and under the management of the Collector of Her 
Majesty’s Customs for British Columbia. te the 

5th. The bill of entry and the declaration of the importer shall be according to the form prescribed 
for the entry of dutiable goods by the Act of the Imperial Parliament passed in the 16th and 17th 
year of Queen Victoria, entitled the “Customs Consolidation Act, 1853.” 

6th. All evasions and offences committed by any person or persons to defeat the payment of the 
duties hereby made payable on any goods imported into British Columbia will be prosecuted and 
punished in the manner prescribed by the said “* Customs Consolidation Act, 1853.” 

7th. The expression “ British Columbia” shall include the whole Colony of British Columbia with 
its dependencies as by law established. 

8th. This proclamation shall take effect, and the duties hereby imposed shall be leviable upon any 
goods imported or attempted to be imported into British Columbia, from and after the 3rd day of June 
now next. 
Issued under the Public Seal of the said Colony, at Victoria, this 2nd day of June, one 

thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine, in the Twenty-second year of Her Majesty’s reign, 

by me, 
James Dovetas, (15.) 
By Command of his Excellency. 

Witiiam A. G. Youne, 
_ Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Gop SAvE THE QUEEN. 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 25. 


(No. 4.) PROCLAMATION. 


By his Excellency James Dovetas, Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Govertior 
and Commander-in-Chief of British Columbia. . 


Proclamation having the Force of Law in Her Majesty’s Colony of British Columbia. 


Wuereas under and by virtue of an Act of Parliament made and passed in the session of Parlia- 
ment held in the 2lst and 22nd years of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled an Act 
to provide for the “ Government of British Columbia,” and by a Commission under the Great Seal of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, I, James Douglas, have been appointed Governor 
of the said Colony, and have been authorized by proclamation under the Public Seal of the said Colony, 
to make laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and good government of the same: 

Now, therefore, I do hereby declare, proclaim, and enact as follows ; viz., : 

1. From and after the 15th day of June now next there shall be levied, collected, and paid at the 
Port of Queensborough, in the said Colony, for the use of Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors, as 
and for tonnage, pilotage and harbour dues on all vessels clearmg outwards at the said port for parts 
beyond sea, or entering inwards at the said port from parts beyond sea, and on the cargoes and 
contents of such vessels, the several sums mentioned in the Schedule hereto in respect of the particulars 
opposite to such several sums. ‘7 

2. The fees for pilotage mentioned in the said Schedule shall be paid in full only where the vessel 
shall have actually made use of the services of a licensed pilot. Where a licensed pilot shall have 
offered his services to or hailed a vessel leaving or making for the said port, and his services shall have 
been declined, half the dues mentioned in the Schedule shall be payable by such vessel to such pilot 
Where no licensed pilot shall have been employed or offered his services or hailed such vessel, or 
where such vessel carries on board as one of her crew a licensed pilot belonging to the said port, no 
pilotage shall be payable. 

3. All moneys and dues hereby made payable may be paid to the Collector, who is hereby authorized 
to demand and enforce payment of all such moneys from the master of the vessel in respect whereof 
such moneys are-payable, and to give full and complete receipts and discharges for the same. 

4. In case of any-dispute-concerning any moneys hereby authorized to be levied and paid or the 
evasion or attempted evasion of the payment thereof, the amount payable shall be ascertained and 
recoverable under the provisions of the Customs Consolidation Act, 1853, so far as such provisions are 
from local circumstances capable of being applied, in the same manner as if the moneys hereby made 
payable were duties of Customs lawfully imposed. 

5. From and after the 15th day of June instant the Proclamation of the 5th March last past, and 
every clause and provision therein, shall cease and be of none effect, save as to moneys and penalties 
recoverable, payable, and enforceable under the same Proclamation previously to the date hereof. 

6. In the construction of this Proclamation and the Schedule hereto the expression “ parts beyond 
sea” shall include any port upon or beyond the Gulf of Georgia or any of the inlets thereof; the 
expression “vessels” shall include canoes and boats; the expression “Collector” shall mean the 
Collector of Her Majesty’s duties of Customs at the said port of Queensborough, or in his absence the 
person for the time being performing the functions of such Collector; and the port of Queensborough 
shall comprise all the waters, mouths, and channels of I’raser River between the deep water of the Gulf 
of Georgia and a line drawn due north and south through the eastern extremity of Tree Island. 

Issued under the Public Seal of the Colony of British Columbia, chia 15th day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine, at Langley, in the said Colony, , 
: James Dovcuias. (L,8.) 
By Command of his Excellency. 
Wixuiam A. G. Youne, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Gop SAVE THE QUEEN, 


The ScuEDULE above referred to. 


fae 
For every sailing ship or vessel above 30 tons register either entering or leaving 
the said port, per ton register - . - - a s = iia 
For every steam vessel either entering or leaving the said port, per ton register - 0 0 Q 
For every vessel of and under 30 tons, including boats and canoes - - (Ou Fale 
For every passenger on board any vessel conveyed to or from parts beyond sea - 0 4 0 
Pilotage ; viz., 
For every Vessel clearing for or entering from parts beyond sea; Viz, 
If less than six feet draught of water —- - - a - - § oan 
If more than six feet and less than seven feet draught of water - - - 610 O 
And for every additional foot of water up to 12 feet - - - - 010 0 
And for every additional foot of water above 12 feet - - - a0 15 0 


Inland Navigation ; viz., 
Every steamer trading on the Fraser River, and not trading to any part beyond sea, 
per ton register per annum - : - - . - - 2 0 
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(No. 5.) Enclosure 5 in No. 25, 


PROCLAMATION. 
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By his Excellency James Doveras, Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor y,, 95. 


and Commander-in-Chief of British Columbia. 
Proclamation haying the Force of Law in Her Majesty’s Colony of British Columbia. 


Wuereas under and by virtue of an Act of Parliament made and passed in the session of Parlia- 
ment held in the 21st and 22nd years of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled an Act to 
rovide for the “ Government of British Columbia,” and by a Commission under the Great Seal of the 
nited Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, I, James Douglas, have been appointed Governor of 
the said Colony, and have been authorized by Proclamation under the Public Seal of the said Colony 
to make laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and good government of the same: 

And whereas by a Proclamation issued on the 15th day of June 1859 certain changes were made in 
the manner of levying, and the amount. of clearance, pilotage, and other dues, and fees for British 
Columbia: And whereas some unavoidable delays have occurred in giving public notice of the intended 
changes thereby made: 
~ Now, therefore, I do hereby declare, proclaim, and enact as follows; viz., 

1. The dues, moneys, and fees payable by the said Proclamation from the date therein mentioned 
shall, except as herein-after mentioned, be payable, ascertained, and recoverable from the 5th day of 
July 1859, according to the said method in the said Proclamation of the 15th day of June prescribed. 

9. So much of the said Proclamation as prescribes a due for every passenger on board any vessel 
conveyed to parts beyond the sea is hereby repealed. 

Issued under the Public Seal of the Colony of British Columbia, at Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 
this 25th day of June one thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine, in the Twenty-third year of 
Her Majesty’s reign. : 
James Dovuetas.  (L.S.) 
_ By Command of his Excellency. 
WitiraM A. G. Youne, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Gop SAVE THE QUEEN. 


(No. 6.) Enclosure 6 in No. 25. 
PROCLAMATION. 


By his Excellency James Doveras, Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief of British Columbia. 


Proclamation having the Force of Law in Her Majesty’s Colony of British Columbia. 


To amend the Laws relating to the Licences for Selling fermented Liquors, and for the Occupation of 
Crown Lands by ‘Traders, and for other purposes. 


WuereEas under and by virtue of an Act of Parliament made and passed in the Session of Parlia- 
ment held in the 21st and 22nd years of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled an Act 
to provide for the “ Government of British Columbia,” and by Commission under the Great Seal of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, I, James Douglas, have been appointed Governor 
of the said Colony, and have been authorized by Proclamation under the Public Seal of the said 
Colony to make laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and good government of the 
same: 

Now, therefore, I do hereby declare, proclaim, and enact as follows; viz., 

I. The Proclamations of the 28th day of December 1857, and of the 8th day of February last, and 
the Regulations of the 30th day of December 1857, and of the 13th day of July 1858, shall, from and 
after the 3lst day of August 1859, cease and be of none effect, save only as to any wrongs and 
penalties recoverable and enforceable under the said Proclamations or Regulations, or any of them. 

IJ. From and after the 31st day of August 1859, there shall be payable and paid, by every person 
described in the Schedule hereto, in lieu of all sums heretofore payable in respect of all or any such 
matters, licences, and trades therein specified, the sums therein respectively mentioned, and therein set 
opposite to the said several matters, licences, and trades respectively, and the said Schedule shall be 
taken to be part of this Proclamation. 

III. All moneys payable under this Proclamation shall be payable in advance. 

[V. This Proclamation may on all occasions be cited as the “ Licences Act, 1859.” 

Issued under the Public Seal of the said Colony, at Victoria, this Tenth day of August, one 
Pichaa eight hundred and fifty-nine, in the Twenty-third year of Her Majesty’s reign, 
y me, 
James Dovctias. (1, 8.) 
By Command of his Excellency. 
Wititiam A. G. Youne, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Gop Save THE QUEEN. 
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British 
CoLUMBIA. 
o> omeman By each person vending spirituous or fermented liquors by retail, for each 

house or place in the Colony where such vending is carried on, if in a 
town - - - - - - - - - 251. for one year. 
Where such vending is carried on in a rural district not forming part of a 
town - - - 4 - - F - - 102 for one year. 
By each person not having a retail licence as above, and vending spirituous 
and fermented liquors for wholesale, for each house or place in the 
Colony - - - ~ - - - - - 102. for one year. 
By every person carrying on any other trade - - . - 1. for every 3 months. 
Such last-mentioned licence to enable the person paying the same to change his place or abode of 
business at pleasure, but not to carry on business at two places, at the same time, under one licence. 
And in case of partnerships, every partner carrying on busiuess in the Colony, during any portion of 
a quarter, must take out a trading licence for that quarter. 
By every person occupying any Crown lands, by making any erections 
thereon, and carrying on any trade upon the same, in addition to the 
duties above charged, and for the use of the land so occupied by hm - 10s. for every month. 


The ScurpuLeE above referred to. 





Encl. 7 in (No. 7.) Enclosure 7 in No. 25. 
Mo, 25. 


PROCLAMATION. 


By his Excellency James Doveras, Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief of British Columbia, Vice-Admiral of the same, &e. &e. 


Proclamation having the Force of Law in Her Majesty’s Colony of British Columbia. 


Wuereas under and by virtue of an Act of Parliament made and passed in the Session of Parliament 
held in the 2ist and 22nd years of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled an Act to provide 
for the “ Government of British Columbia,” and by a Commission under the Great Seal of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, I, James Douglas, have been appointed Governor of the said 
Colony, and have been authorized by Proclamation under the Public Seal of the said Colony, to make 
laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and good government of the same: 

And whereas by the “ Licences Act, 1859,” it was declared that from and after the 31st day of 
August 1859 the Proclamation of the 8th day of February last past, and the regulations and instruc- 
tions therein mentioned and referred to, and bearing date respectively the 13th July 1858, the 28th 
December 1857, and the 30th December 1857 should cease and be of no effect : 

And whereas it is expedient to make provision for regulating the law of gold mines in British 
Columbia in lieu of the provisions so repealed, and for the administration of justice therein. 

Now, therefore, I, James Douglas, do hereby declare, proclaim, and enact as follows ; viz., 

Interpretation ' I. In the construction of this Proclamation the following expressions shall have the following 

clause. , interpretations respectively, unless there be something inconsistent or repugnant thereto in the context ; 

Governor.” viz, “The Governor” shall include any person or persons for the time being lawfully exercising - 

the authority of a Governor of British Columbia. 

“ Gold Com- The expression “Gold Commissioner” shall include Assistant Gold Commissioner and Justices of the 

sioner.” Peace acting as Gold Commissioners either under special authority or the authority of this 
Proclamation, or any other person lawfully exercising the jurisdiction of a Gold Commissioner for the 
locality referred to. 


“ Mine.”* The word “mine” shall mean any bar or separate locality in which any vein, stratum, or natural bed 
of auriferous earth or rock shall be mined. 
“ To mine,” The verb “ to mine” shall include any mode or method of working whatsoever, whereby the soil or 


earth, or any rock may be disturbed, removed, washed, sifted, smelted, refined, crushed, or otherwise 
dealt with for the purpose of obtaining gold, and whether the same may have been previously disturbed 
or not. 

* Claim.” “ Claim” shall mean in speaking of individual persons so much of any mine as by law may belong 
or be alleged to belong to the individual spoken of, and in speaking of any partnership so much of any 
mine as may by law belong or be alleged to belong to the persons of whom the partnership shall exist, 
but shall not extend to a lease of auriferous land as mentioned in clause’ 11. 


“Free Miner” | “Free Miner” shall mean a person named in and lawfully possessed of an existing valid Free 
Miner’s certificate. : 
« Registered “ Registered Free Miner” shall mean a free miner registered as entitled in his own right to any 


Free Miner.” claim, lease of auriferous earth, ditch, or water privilege. 
And words in the singular number shall include the plural, and the masculine gender shall include 
the feminine gender. 
Gold Commis- Il. It shall be lawful for his Excellency the Governor by any docnment under his hand and the 
sioners to be ‘ Public Seal of the Colony, from time to time to appoint such persons as he shall think proper, to be 
recon en Chief Gold Commissioner or Gold Commissioners or Assistant Gold Commissioners in British 
the Public Seal, Columbia, either for the whole Colony or for any particular district or districts therein, and from time 
to time in like manner to fix and vary the limits of such districts, and limit new districts, and to revoke 
any such appointments and make new appointments, and vary such limits and subdivide any such 
districts into separate and independent districts. 
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III. It shall be the duty of every Gold Commissioner upon payment of 17. to deliver to any person 
applying for the same, a certificate to be called a Free Miner’s Certificate, which may be in the 
fol 


ollowing form :— 

BRITISH COLUMBIA. 
FREE MINER’S CERTIFICATE. 
Not transferable. 

Valid for one year. 


This is to certify that A. B. of has paid me this day the sum of One Pound Sterling, 
and is entitled to all the rights and privileges of a Free Miner for one year from the date hereof. 
(Countersigned) AiB. (Signed) G. B. 
(Signature of I'ree Miner.) Chief Gold Commissioner, or Assistant 
Gold Comissioner, or Justice of the 
Peace, as the case may be. 


IV. The Free Miner’s Certificate shall continue in force for twelve calendar months from the date 
thereof, including the day of issuing the same, and no longer, and shall not be transferable or capable 
of conferring any rights upon any other person than the person therein named, and only one person 
shall be named as a free miner in each certificate 

Such certificate must be countersigned by the free miner therein named before being produced by 
him for any purpose. And where such certificate shall be issued to the free miner therein named in 

“person, the Gold Commissioner or the person issuing the same shall cause the same to be countersigned 
by the applicant before himself signing or delivering the same. 

VY. Every free miner shall, during the continuance of his certificate have the right to enter without 
let or hindrance upon any of the waste lands of the crown, not for the time being lawfully occupied by 
any other person, and to mine in the land so entered upon. 

VI. All persons who shall at the date of this Proclamation coming into force, or previous to the 
27th of October 1859, hold any claim, ditch, or water privilege, must on or before the 1st of November, 
now next, and all persons who shall at any time after the 26th of October now next, hold any claim, 
lease, ditch, or water privilege must within such space of time after first taking possession thereof, as 
shall be fixed by the rules, regulations, or byelaws for the time being in force in the place or district 
in which such claim, lease, ditch, or water privilege shall be situated, register the same at the office of 
the Gold Commissioner, who shall record in a tabular form, in a book or books to be kept by him, the 
name of the holder, the dates of his certificate, of his taking possession, and of his recording the claim, 
the name of the mine, and the distinguishing number of the claim, and all such further particulars as 
shall from time to time be required by any valid byelaw for the place or district. And such registration 
shall be valid for the space of one year and no longer. tabs P 

Four shillings shall be taken by the Gold Commissioner for the use of Her Majesty, Her Heirs and 
Successors, upon every registration or re-registration of any claim; and no person not being a free 
miner shall be entitled to record a claim or any interest therein. 

VII. Every free miner shall have during the continuance of his certificate the exclusive right to the 
soil and gold in any claim for the time being duly registered and worked by him according to the regu- 
lations and byelaws hereby authorized to be issued, and for the time being in force, in relation to the 
locality or district where such claim is situated. 

No person shall be recognized as having any right or interest in, or to any claim or any of the gold 
therein unless he shall be, or in case of any disputed ownership unless he shall have been at the time of 
the dispute arising a free miner. 

’ VIII. In case of any dispute the title to claims, leases of auriferous earth or rock, ditches, and water 
privileges will be recognized according to the priority of registration, subject only to any question which 
may be raised as to the validity of any particular act of registration. 

1X. Every Gold Commissioner at the time of issuing any free miner’s certificate shall record the 
paper by date, number, and name of the free miner named therein, and whether such certificate was 
issued to such miner in person or on the application of another person, and the applicant’s name, and 
shall on the 1st of January, Ist of April, 1st of July, and 1st of October in every year cause to be made 
out a revised list of all the free miners holding certificates issued by himself and still in force, and also 
of all free miners registered as holding claims in his district, and shall cause to be posted up in a con- 
spicuous place on each mine in his district, a list of the free miners for the time being as holding regis- 
tered claims in such mine. 

The Chief Gold Commissioner shall in like manner, on the 1st of January and 1st of July in every 
year, cause a revised list to be published of all the free miners in British Columbia. All such records 
and lists shall be open to the inspection of the public gratis, under such reasonable regulations as to 
hours or otherwise as the Gold Commissioner in each place or district may from time to time ordain. 

X. In case any free miner’s certificate shall be accidentally destroyed or lost, the same may, upon 
evidence of such loss or destruction, be replaced by a new certificate to bear the same date and to be issued 
and signed by the Gold Commissioner for the same district as such lost or destroyed certificate. Every 
such new certificate shall be marked “substituted for original of same date this day 
of .’ And until some material irregularity or impropriety be shown in respect thereof, every 
original or substituted free miner’s certificate shall be evidence of all the matters stated therein or clearly 
implied thereby. 

XI. Leases of any portions of the waste lands of the Crown may be granted for mining purposes, 
for such term of years, and upon such conditions as to rent and the mode of working, and as to any 
water privileges connected therewith, and otherwise in each case, as shall be deemed expedient by his 
Excellency the Governor. 

XII. In respect to any place or district wherein there shall for the time being be no Mining Board 
as herein-after described, or any separate mine. within such place or district, it shall be lawful for his 
ey the Governor, by writing under his oe and the Public Seal of the Colony, from time to 
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time to make rules and regulations in the nature of byelaws concerning all matters relating to, claims 
and ditch and water privileges, and leases of the auriferous lands in the Colony in larger quantities 

the claims herein mentioned or referred to, and for the registration thereof so far as such matters are 
not herein defined and set forth. = 

And also from time to time in like manner to annul, repeal, or alter any existing rule, regulation, or 
byelaw; and to make new rules, regulations, and byelaws in reference to all or any of such matters. 
And all such rules, regulations, and byelaws shall continue in force until repealed by the Governor by 
some writing under the Public Seal of the Colony, or by some valid byelaw established by the Gold 
Commissioner and Mining Board of some district under the provisions herein-after contained. 

XIIL. It shall be lawful for his Excellency the Governor, by a notification under the Public Seal of 
the Colony, to: make provisions: forthe eustody and carriage of gold at and from and between such 
points as may be thought proper, and to establish such rates of charge for the carriage and custody of 
gold as shall be deemed expedient, and in like manner to change and alter any or all of such provisions 
and charges. ; ; 

XIV. The custody and care of all deposits, whether for custody or transport so undertaken by or on 
behalf of the Government, shall be under the like responsibility as that under which letters are received 
and carried by the Post Office.- And in case of any loss or dispute concerning any such deposit the 
property in the same may in any proceedings or suits or actions at law be stated as being in the 
Colonial Treasurer for the time being. And all clerks and persons employed by or on behalf of the 
Government, or acting in the capacity of being so employed in reference to any such deposit, shall in 
case of neglect or misfeasance, be liable in the same manner as if they had been clerks or acting as 
clerks in the Post Office, mutatis mutandis. | if 

XV. And as to the power and jurisdiction of and proceedings before a Gold Commissioner, I do 
hereby enact, proclaim, and declare as follows;, yiz., 

Every Gold Commissioner , shall have and exercise during his term of office all the authority and 
jurisdiction of a Justice of the Peace for British Columbia, in addition to his proper authority as Gold 
Commissioner. Any claim, mine, ditch, or water privilege situate, as to part thereof, within the express 
limits of same Gold Commissioner’s jurisdiction, and as to other part thereof not within the express 
limits of any Gold Commissioner's jurisdiction, shall be deemed to be wholly within the jurisdiction 
within which any part of such claim, mine, ditch, or water privilege shall be situated. In the case of 
any claim, mine, ditch, or water privilege situate at more than a distance of ten miles from the office or 
any Gold Commissioner, any Justice of the Peace for British Columbia, although not otherwise 
specially empowered to act as a Gold Commissioner, is hereby authorized, or as the case may be, 
required to do any act herein authorized or required to be done by a Gold Commissioner. | 

And wherever the ditch or other property in respect whereof any question may arise shall be 
situated partly in one district and partly in another, or when it shall be doubtful within whose 
jurisdiction the same or any part thereof shall be totally situated, any Gold Commissioner in the 
neighbourhood before whom the complaint or matter shall be first brought shall have jurisdiction. In 
every case in which a Justice of the Peace not being also a Gold Commissioner shall act as a Gold 
Commissioner under this clause, he shall with all convenient speed communicate the particulars of his 
acting to the Chief Gold Commissioner, and if there shall be no Chief Gold Commissioner, then to the 
nearest Gold Commissioner. | 

XVI. All disputes relating to the title to any mine or claim, or to any part of the proceeds thereof, 
or relating to any ditch or water privilege, or to any contract for labour to be done in respect of a ditch 
or water privilege, mine, or claim, or relating to the mode of carrying on the same, or any of them, and 
all disputes concerning partnerships in any mine or claim may be investigated, in the first instance, 
before the Gold Commissioner having jurisdiction as aforesaid, without any limit to the value of the 
property or subject-matter involved in such dispute. . Aw: 

XVII. Provided always, that no Gold Commissioner shall have jurisdiction in civil disputes between 
partners, unless it shall, in the first place, be shown to his satisfaction that the joint stock of the part- 
nership is under the yalue of 2007. 

XVIU. Any person convicted under this Proclamation of any offence against the same or any byelaw, 
rule, or regulation hereby authorized, and sentenced to any term of imprisonment beyond thirty days, 
or to pay any fine beyond 20/. over and above the costs of summary conviction, may appeal to the next 
assizes to be holden for the district or place wherein the cause of complaint shall have arisen, provided 
that such person, at the time of such conviction, or within forty-eight hours thereafter, enter into re- 
cognizance with two sufficient sureties, conditioned personally to appear at the said assizes to try such 
appeal, and to abide the further judgment of the Court at such assizes, and to pay such costs as shall 
be by such last-mentioned Court awarded. And the convicting Gold Commissioner may bind over 
any witnesses or informant, under sufficient recognizances, to attend and give eyidence at the hearing 
of such appeal, and the costs of such witnesses shall be allowed and paid by the Colonial Treasurer 
in the first instance, and, if such appeal be dismissed, shall be repaid to the Colonial Treasurer by 
the appellant. 

XIX. On any such appeal no objection shall be allowed to the conviction on any matter of form or 
insufficiency of statement, provided it shall appear to the said Supreme Court that the defendant has 
been sufficiently informed of the charge to be made against him, and that the conviction was proper on 


' the merits of the case. 


Appeal in civil 
cases over 201 


XX. If either party in any civil cause where the subject-matter in dispute is more than 20/. shall 
be dissatisfied with the determination, he may appeal from the same to the Supreme Court of Civil Justice 
in British Columbia, provided that the appealing party shall, within four days of the determination ap- 
pealed from, give notice of such appeal to the other party, and also give security, to be approved by the 
Gold Commissioner, for the costs of the appeal, and also for the amount payable by the appealing party 
under the judgment appealed against. And the said Court of Appeal may either order a new trial on 
such terms as it shall think fit, or order judgment to be entered for either party, or try the cause de novo, 
and may make such order as to the costs of the appeal as such Court shall think proper, and such appeal 
may be in the form ofa case settled and signed by the parties or their attorneys, and if they cannot agree, 
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the said Gold Commissioner may settle and sign the same upon being applied to by the parties or their 
attorneys. 

XXI. In any case of any cause relating to a mine, claim, or ditch being brought in the first instance 
before the Supreme Court of Civil Justice of British Columbia, wherein the sum of damages sought to be 
recovered shall be less than 50/., it shall be lawful for the Court, after issue joined, to direct the cause to 
be tried before any Gold Commissioner whom the Court shall name, and upon such terms as the Court 
shall think fit. 

XXII. The Gold Commissioner alone without a jury shall be the sole judge of law and fact. - 

XXIII. The Gold Commissioner shall have the power to cause such parties and witnesses as he shall 
think proper to attend on any proceedings before him, and to compel the production of documents on 
any such proceedings. 

XXIV. The Judge of the Supreme Court of Civil Justice shall, with the advice and consent of the 
Chief Gold Commissioner or of any two Gold Commissioners, have the power, from time to time, to 
make, repeal, and alter such rules and regulations for the conduct of the business before the Gold Com- 
missioners for the times of proceeding, and also such lists of costs of proceedings as he shall think fit: 
Provided always, that all such rules, regulations, and lists of costs shall, within one calendar month from 
the making thereof, be laid before his Excellency the Governor. 

- And it shall not be necessary for the Gold Commissioner in any proceedings before him to follow 
any set forms, provided that the substance of the things done and to be done be therein expressed ; nor 
shall any proceedings before any Gold Commissioner be liable to be set aside for any want of form, so 
long as matters of substance have not been omitted. 

XXV. It shall be lawful for a Gold Commissioner in case of any dispute between partners in any 
claim, ditch, mine, or water privilege, where the joint or partnership stock shall be shown not to exceed 
the value of 200/., but not in other cases, to decree a dissolution of partnership and a sale or valuation 
or division of the partnership stock, and to direct the partnership account to be taken before himself, 
and declare what amount, if any, is due on the whole account by one partner to another, and generally 
to make such order and give such directions therein as he shall think fit, and to take such steps (if any) 
as he may deem expedient in the way of taking security, or appointing a receiver or otherwise for 
securing the partnership property in the meantime. 

XXVI. It shall be lawful for any Gold Commissioner, upon complaint made of any wrongful en- 
croachment on a claim, mine, ditch, or water privilege, and deposit made of 2/. in his hands by the 
complainant, to proceed forthwith to the place at which such alleged encroachment has been made, and 
there and then to demand the like sum of 2/. from the party complained of, and thereafter, on view 
of the premises, and on such evidence as to such Gold Commissioner shall seem sufficient, to hear and 
determine the dispute in asummary way, and whether all parties in difference shall appear or not, and in 
a summary way to cause such encroachment to be abated, and to restore to the person who shall appear 
to be entitled thereto full possession of the claim, ditch, or other matter encroached upon, or alleged so 
to be, and also all gold or other property (if any) which may have been unlawfully taken or removed. 
And also to award such damages as the nature of the case shall seem to requite. And if each party 
shall have deposited the said sum of 2/., he shall restore the said sum of 2/. to the party whom he shall 
judge to have been in the right, and retain the other 2/. as and for costs of court, and if either party 
ear default in appearance the Gold Commissioner may make such order as to costs as shall seem to 

im proper. 

Provided always, that it shall be lawful for the Gold Commissioner, if in his discretion the matter 
shall not be made clear for a final determination, to take such steps as he shall then think necessary for 
the preservation of the matter in dispute, and to adjourn the final decision of the case until such time 
as he shall think proper. 

XXVITI. It shall be lawful for the Gold Commissioner to mark out for the use of any registered free 
miner in his district a space of land not exceeding five acres, to be occupied as garden ground or for a 
residence. ‘The right conferred by such occupation shall only endure so long as the occupier shall be a 
registered free miner of the district, and for such further period as shall be requisite for the enjoyment 
of any crop standing thereon at the period when he shall cease to be a registered free miner. 

And for attending and marking out such land, whatever be the size, the Gold Commissioner shall be 
entitled to demand the sum of ten shillings for the use of Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors. 

XXVIII. It shall be lawful for the Gold Commissioner to mark out for the use of any person in- 
tending to carry on temporarily any trade on or near a mine, a plot or plots of waste Crown land 
convenient for that purpose, and also for garden purposes, not being larger than one acre. ‘There shall 
be thereby conferred enjoyment for so long as such trader shall pay all licence duties in respect thereof, 
and also the right to any crop standing thereon at the last payment of licence duties. 

Provided always, that the land on or near any mine so marked out for any of the purposes men- 
tioned in this or the last section shall always be resumable by the Crown, and applicable to general 
mining purposes, on six months’ notice thereof being given by the Gold Commissioner to any occupier 
thereof. 

And as to mining boards, I do enact, proclaim, and declare as follows ; viz., 

X XIX. Upon petition signed by not less than one hundred and one registered free miners in an 
district, having been on the register of such district for at least three months previous to signing siibhe 
petition, and holding bond fide claims not abandoned nor forfeited, and upon a certificate from the Gold 
Commissioner of such district testifying to the number and good faith of the petitioners, it shall be 
lawful for his Excellency the Governor, by a notification under his hand and seal, to direct the Gold 
Commissioner acting in and for such district to constitute therein a local board, to be called “The 
Mining Board,” in the manner and with the powers herein-after expressed. 

XXX. The Mining Board shall consist of not less than six nor more than twelve of the general body 
of the voters of such district, according to the following scale, viz.; if there shall be not more than one 

hundred and fifty voters, then the Mining Board shall consist of six members; and for every complete 
number of fifty voters beyond the first one hundred and one, the Mining Board shall comprise one 
additional member, but not so as to consist of aa than twelve members. 
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The members shall be elected by the votes of the registered free miners of the district who shall 
have been on the register during three months at the least previous to the election, each voter to have ; 
many votes, and no snore, as there are members of the board to be elected or vacancies to be filled up, 
which he nny distribute among the candidates as he may think fiit. 

XXXI. The votes of the electors shall be given by word of mouth, and in person, by the voter. 
The Gold Commissioner of the district shall be the receiver and examiner of votes, and the returning 
officer ; and the first election shall take place ‘on such day as his Excellency the Governor may 
appoint. 

The Mining Board shall meet together at such intervals as shall be appointed by the Gold Commis- 
sioner, and it shall be competent for three or more members meeting together to proceed to the 
dispatch of business. 

XXXII. If any member shall cease to be a registered free miner in the district, or shall be convicted 
of any misdemeanor or felony, or of any assault, being armed with a lethal weapon, or of any wilful 
and malicious contravention of this Act, or of any byelaw in force in the district, he shall ipso facto 
vacate his seat in each case, and not be re-eligible, save that a member vacating his seat only by 
reason of ceasing to be a registered free miner shall be again eligible at any time upon his again 
becoming entitled to vote. 

Three members of the Board, or so many members as, together with the vacancies caused as afore- 
said, shall make up three members, shall retire annually, by lot, or agreement, or seniority. 
Retiring members shall be immediately re-eligible. 

XXXII. All vacancies in the Board shall be supplied, and the full number of members for the 
time being due to the district according to the tariff aforesaid, shall be made up at a general election, 
to take place on such day in the month of January in each year as his Excellency the Governor shall 
from time to time, by notice under the Public Seal of the Colony, direct. 

XXXIV. The Mining Board shall, subject to the provisions hereof, have power by resolution to 
make byelaws, and also from time. to time to alter and repeal any existing byelaws for regulating 
the size of claims and sluices, the mode in which claims may be registered, worked, held, and forfeited, 
and all other matters relating to mining matters in their district: Provided that no such new byelaw, 
repeal, or alteration shall be of any force unless and until it shall have been approved of by his 
Excellency the Governor. ‘ 

Provided further, that every such byelaw, repeal, or alteration, being duly made and approved, and 
not being contrary to the Statute or Common Law, and not being contrary to natural equity, shall be 
admitted in all Courts of British Columbia as a good local law, and a copy thereof extracted from the 
bye-laws, and purporting to be signed by the Gold Commissioner of the district, shall be good evidence 
thereof, and that the same have been lawfully made and were in full force at the time in such copy or 
extract in that behalf specified. 

XXXY. Any resolution of such Mining Board and Gold Commissioner may be passed by a bare 
majority of the members of such Board, if the Gold Commissioner shall consent thereto, or by two- 
thirds of the members ef such Board if the Gold Commissioner shall not consent thereto. ‘The Gold 
Commissioner shall, within seven days of the passing of any resolution concerning any byelaw or 
general regulation which he shall on any grounds deem expedient to lay before his Excellency the 
Governor, make and send to his Excellency a fair copy thereof, signed by such Gold Commissioner, 
with his opinion thereon. 

XXXVI. The votes on all resolutions of the Mining Board shall be given by the members person- 
ally, and by word of mouth. ; 

All questions of order and of the time and manner of conducting the business at such Mining 
Board, and of the times and places of meeting after the first meeting thereof, and of the propriety of 
elections and qualifications and disqualifications of members subject hereto, may be decided by the 
Gold Commissioner, either from time to time, as any question shall arise, or by any fixed rules and 
orders as may be thought advisable, and which such Gold Commissioner is hereby authorized to make 
by writing under his hand and seal. 

XXXVII. It shall be lawful for his Excellency the Governor, by an order the Public Seal of the 
Colony, at any time to declare the Mining Board im any district dissolved, as from a day to be named 
in such order, and if no day be therein named in that behalf, then as from the date of such order. 
And from and immediately after such dissolution the power to make and repeal byelaws, rules, and 
regulations shall immediately be vested in the Governor, in the same mamner as if such Mining Board 
had never been constituted. 

Provided always, that notwithstanding any such dissolution all bye-laws and working rules and 
regulations (if any), and all other acts (if any) made, done, and established in the meantime, under the 
authority of this Proclamation, shall be valid until the same be altered or repealed by the Governor, 
by some order under the Public Seal of the Colony. 

XXXVIII. The acts of any Mining Board previous to such dissolution, if sanctioned as aforesaid, 
shall be valid, notwithstanding any informality or irregularity in the mode of election, or of meeting 
of such Mining Board, or in the passing of any of such Acts. 

XXXIX. Any person who shall wilfully and maliciously damage or destroy any free miner’s certi- 
ficate, or fraudulently fill up, or post date, or alter any name or date or other particular in a free 
miner’s certificate, or in any document purporting to be a free miner’s certificate, or who shall falsely 
pretend that he is the person named in any such certificate or document, or who shall wilfully and 
maliciously damage, destroy, or falsify any of the records and registers hereby directed to be kept, shall 
be guilty of felony, and being duly convicted thereof shall be liable, at the discretion of the court, to 
penal servitude for not more than ten years. 

XL. Any person wilfully or unlawfully acting in contravention of this Act, or of any byelaw, rule, 
or regulation to be established by virtue of this Act, or refusing to obey any lawful order of the Gold 
Commissioner, shall, on being summarily convicted before any Justice of the Peace or Gold Commis- 
sioner, be liable to a fine not excending 50/., or to an imprisonment not exceeding three months. 

XLI. ‘This Proclamation may in any proceedings be referred to as the “Gold Field Acts, 1859.” 
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XLII. This Proclamation shall come into force as to Queen Charlotte’s Island on the Ist of January Brivis 
1860, and as to the rest of British Columbia on the Ist of September 1859. ConumBra 
Issued under the Public Seal of the Colony of British Columbia, at Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 
this Thirty-first day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and Commmence- 
fifty-nine, in the Twenty-third year of Her Majesty’s reign, by me, snark. OL aay 

James Dovetas.  (1.8,) 





By Command of his Excellency. 
Witiram A. G. Youne, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Gop SavE THE QUEEN. 


Enclosure 8 in No, 25. Encl. 8 in 


‘ } No, 25. 
Routes and Recuratrions for the Working of Gold Mines. 


Issued in conformity with the Gold Fields Act, 1859. 


Wuereas it is provided by the Gold Fields Act, 1859, that the Governor for the time being of 
British Columbia may, by writing under his hand and the Public Seal of the Colony, make rules and 
regulations in the nature of byelaws for all matters relating to mining: Now, therefore, I, James 
Douglas, Governor, &c., do hereby make the following rules and regulations accordingly : 


I. In the construction of the following rules and regulations, unless there be some contrariety or 
repugnancy thereto in the context, the words “ Governor,” “Gold Commissioner,” ‘ Mine,” “to mine,” 
shall have the same meanings as in the Gold Fields Act, 1859. The expression “ Bar diggings” shall 
mean every mine over which a river extends when in its most flooded state. “ Dry diggings” shall 
mean any mine over which a river never extends. ‘ Ravines” shall include watercourses whether 
usually containing water or usually dry. ‘ Ditch” shall include a flume or race, or other artificial means 
for conducting water by its own weight into or upon a mine. “Ditch head” shall mean the point in a 
natural watercourse or lake, where water is first taken into a ditch. And words in the singular number 
shall include the plural, and the masculine gender shall include the feminine. 

IJ. All claims are to be, as nearly as may be, in rectangular forms, and marked by four pegs at the 
least, each peg to be four inches square at the least and one foot above the surface, and firmly fixed in 
the ground. No boundary peg shall be concealed or moved or injured without the previous permission 
of the Gold Commissioner. 

III. The size of a claim, when not otherwise established by a byelaw, shall be, for bar diggings, a 
strip of land 25 feet wide at the mark to which the river rises when flooded, and thence extending down 
direct into the river indefinitely. For dry diggings, a space 25 feet by 30 feet. For ravine diggings, a 
space of 25 feet along the bank of the ravine and extending up to the top of each bank. In quartz 
claims the size, when not otherwise established by byelaw, shall be 100 feet in length, measured along 
the vein or seam, with power to the miner to follow the vein or seam and its spurs, dips, and angles, any- 
where on or below the surface included between the two extremities of such length of 100 feet, but not 
to advance upon or beneath the surface of the earth more than 100 feet in a lateral direction from the 
main vein or seam, along which the claim is to be measured. All measurements of area are to be made 
on the surface of the earth, neglecting inequalities. Every claim is to have a distinguishing number 
marked on its boundary pegs. 

IV. If any free miners, or party of free miners, shall discover a new mine, and such discovery shall 
be established to the satisfaction of the Gold Commissioner, the first discoverer or party of discoverers, 
if not more than two in number, shall be entitled to a claim double the established size of claims in the 
nearest mine of the same description (ée. dry, bar, or quartz diggings). If such party consist of three 
men, they shall collectively be entitled to five claims of the established size, on such nearest mine, and 
if of four or more men, such party shall be entitled to a claim and a half per man. A new stratum of 
auriferous earth or rock, situate in a locality where the claims are abandoned, shall for this purpose be 
deemed a new mine, although the same locality shall previously have been worked at a different level. 
And dry diggings discovered in the neighbourhood of bar diggings shall be deemed a new mine, and 
wice versd. 

VY. The registration of claims shall be in such manner and form as the Gold Commissioner shall 
‘in any locality direct, and shall include, besides the matters mentioned in the Gold Fields Act of 1859, 
all such other matters as the Gold Commissioner shall think fit to include. 

VI. No transfer of any claim or any interest therein shall be enforceable, unless the same or some 
memorandum thereof shall be in writing, signed by the party sought to be charged, or by his lawfully 
authorized agent, and registered with the Gold Commissioner. 

VII. Any person desiring any exclusive ditch or water privilege shall make application to the Gold 
Commissioner having jurisdiction for the place where the same shall be situated, stating for the guidance 
of the Commissioner, in estimating the character of the application, the name of every applicant, the 
proposed ditch head and quantity of water, the proposed locality of distribution, and if such water shall 
be for sale, the price at which it is proposed to sell the same, the general nature of the work to be 
done, and the time within which such work shall be complete; and the Gold Commissioner shall 
enter a note of all such matters as of record. 

VIII. Unless otherwise specially arranged, the rent to be paid for any water privilege shall be in 
each month one average day’s receipts from the sale thereof, to be estimated by the Gold Commissioner 
with the assistance, if he shall so think fit, of a jury. 

IX. If any person shall refuse or neglect to ane within the time mentioned in his application, or 
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within such further time (if any) as the Gold Commissioner may, in his discretion, think fit to grant 
for the completion of the ditch the whole of the water applied for, he shall, at the end of the timé 
mentioned in his application, be deemed entitled only to the quantity actually taken’ by him, and the 
Gold Commissioner shall make such entry in the register as shall be proper to mark such alteration in 
the quantity, and may grant the surplus to any other person according to the rules herein laid down 
for the granting of water privileges. 

X. Every owner of a ditch or water privilege shall be bound to take all reasonable means for 
utilizing the water granted to and taken by him. And if any such owner shall wilfully take and 
waste any unreasonable quantity of water, he shall be charged with the full rent as if he had sold the 
same at a full price. And it shall be lawful for the Gold Commissioner, if such offence be per- 
sisted in, to declare all rights to the water forfeited. 

XJ. It shall be lawful for the owner of any ditch or water privilege to sell and distribute the water 
conveyed by him to such persons, and on such terms as they may deem advisable, within the limits men- 
tioned in their application: Provided always, that the owner of any ditch or water privilege shall be 
bound to supply water to all applicants, being free miners, in a fair proportion, and shall not demand 
more from one person than from another, except when the difficulty of supply is enhanced; provided 
further, that no person, not being a free miner, shall be entitled to demand to be supplied with water 
at all. 

XII. A claim on any mine shall, until otherwise ordered by some valid byelaw, be deemed to be 
abandoned, and open to the occupation of any free miner, when the same shall have remained unworked 
by some registered holder thereof for the space of seventy-two hours, unless in case of sickness, or unless 
before the expiry of such seventy-two hours a further extension of time be granted by the Gold 
Commissioner, who may grant further time for enabling parties to go prospecting, or for such other 
reasonable cause as he may think proper. Sundays, and such holidays as the Gold Commissioner 
may think fit to proclaim, are to be omitted in reckoning the time of non-working. 

XIII. Whenever it shall be intended, in forming or upholding any ditch, to enter upon and to oceupy 
any part of a registered claim, or to dig or loosen any earth or rock within [4] feet of any ditch not 
belonging solely to the registered owner of such claim, three days’ notice in writing of sith intention, 
shall be given, before entering or approaching within four feet of such other property. bg 

XIV. If the owner of the property about to be so entered upon or approached shall consider three 
days’ notice insufficient for taking proper measures of precaution, or if any dispute shall arise between 
the parties as to the proper precautionary measures to be taken, or in any other respect, the whole 
matter shail be immediately referred to the Gold Commissioner acting in the district, who shall order 
such interval of time to be observed before entry, or make such other order as he shall deem proper. 

XV. In quartz claims and reefs each successive claimant shall leave three feet unworked to form a 
boundary wall between his claim and that of the last previous claimant, and shall stake off his claim 
accordingly, not commencing at the boundary peg of the last previous claim, but three feet further on; 
and if any person shall stake out his claim disregarding this rule, the Gold Commissioner shall have 
power to come and remove the first boundary peg of such wrongdoer three feet further on, notwith- 
standing that other claims may then be properly staked out beyond him: so that such wrongdoer shall 
then have but ninety-seven feet. And if such wrongdoer shall have commenced work immediately at 
the boundary peg of the last previous claim, the Gold Commissioner may remove his boundary six feet 
further on than the open work of such wrongdoer; and all such open work, and also the next three feet 
of such space of six feet shall belong to and form part of the last previous claim, and the residue of such 
space of six feet shall be left as a boundary wall. ® 

XVI. Every such boundary wall shall be deemed the joint property of the owners of the two claims 
between which it stands, and may not be worked or injured, save by the consent of both such owners. 

XVII. In staking out plots of land for free miners and traders for gardening and residential purposes, 
under the powers in the said Gold Fields Act, 1859, contained, the Gold Commissioner is to keep in view 
the general interests of all the miners in that locality, the general principle being that every garden 
benefits indirectly the whole locality, and also that the earlier application is to be preferred; but where 
the eligible spots of land are few, or of scanty dimensions, and especially where they are themselves 
auriferous, it may be injudicious that the whole or the greater part should fall into the hands of one or 
two persons; and therefore, in such cases, the Gold Commissioner may, in the exercise of his discretion, 
allot small plots only to each applicant. 4. 

XVIII. Any person desiring to acquire any water privilege shall be bound to respect the rights of 
parties using the same water, at a point below the place where the person desiring such new privilege 
intends to use it. bin 

XIX. Any person desiring to bridge across any stream or claim or other place for any purpose, or to 
mine under or through any ditch or flume, or to carry water through or over any land already oceupied 
by any other person, may be enabled to do so in proper cases, with the sanction of the Gold Commis- 
sioner. In all such cases the right of the party first in possession, whether of the mine or the water 
privilege, is to prevail, so as to entitle him to full compensation and indemnity. But wherever due 
compensation by indemnity can be given, and is required, the Gold Commissioner may sanction the 
execution of such new work on such terms as he shall think reasonable. 


AS TO LEASES IN LARGER PROPORTIONS THAN CLAIMS. 


XX. Applications for leases are to be sent in triplicate to the Gold Commissioner having juried 
tion for the locality where the land desired to be taken is situated. Eyery such application shall contain 
the name and additions of the applicant at full length, and the names and addresses of two persons re- 
siding in the colony of British Columbia or Vancouver Island, to whom the applicant is personally 
known. Also a description accompanied by a map of the land proposed to be taken. . 
XX1. Leases will not be granted in general for a longer term than ten years, or for a larger space 
than ten acres of alluvial soll (dry diggings), or half a mile in length of unworked quartz reef, or a mile 
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anda half in length of quartz, that shall have been attempted and abandoned by individual claim 
workers, with liberty to follow the spurs, dips, and angles on and within the surface, for two hundred 
feet on each side of the main lead or seam, or, in bar diggings half a mile in length (if unworked) along 
the high-water mark, or a mile and a half in length along high-water mark, where the same shall have 
been attempted and abandoned by individual claim workers, 

XXII. Leases as above will not in general be granted of any land, alluvium, or quartz, which shall 
be considered to be immediately available for being worked by free, miners as holders of individual 
claims. Nor will such a lease m any case be granted where individual free miners are in previous 
actual occupation of any part of the premises unless by their consent. 

- XXIII. Every such lease shall contain all reasonable provisions for securing to the public rights of 
way and water, save in so far as shall be necessary for the miner-like working of the premises thereby 
demised, and also for preventing damage to the persons or property of other parties than the lessee. 


And the premises thereby demised shall be granted for mining purposes only, and it shall not be com- 
yetent for the lessee to assign or sub-let the same, or any part or parts thereof, without the previous 
Tecate in writing of the Gold Commissioner. And every such lease shall contain a covenant by the 
lessee to mine the said premises in a miner-like way, and also, if it shall be thought fit, to perform the 
works therein defined within a time therein limited. And also a clause by virtue whereof the said 
Jease and the demise therein contained may be avoided in case the lessee shall refuse or neglect to 
observe and perform all or any of the covenants therein contained. 
- XXIV. Every applicant for a lease shall at the time of sending in his application mark out the 
ground comprised in the application, by square posts firmly fixed in the boundaries of the land, and 
our feet above the surface, with a notice thereon that such land has been applied for, stating when and 
by whom, and shall also fix upon a similar post at each of the nearest places on which miners are at 
work a copy of such notice. 
- XXYV. Objections to the granting of any such lease shall be made in writing, addressed to his Ex- 
cellency the Governor, under cover to the Gold Commissioner, who shall forward all such objections, 
together with his report thereon. 
~ XXVI. Every application for a lease shall be accompanied by a deposit of twenty-five pounds ster- 
ling, which shall be refunded in case the application shall be refused by the Government, and if the 
application shall be entertained, then such sum of twenty-five pounds shall be retamed for the use of 
er Majesty, Her heirs and successors, whether the application be afterwards abandoned or not. 


Issued under the Public Seal of the colony of British Columbia, at Victoria, Vancouver Island, 
this Seventh day of September, in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and 
_ fifty-nine, and in the Twenty-third year of Her Majesty’s reign, by me, 
James Dovetas. (L.s.) 
By Command of his Excellency, 
Wittiam A. G. Younc, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 
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Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas, C.B. to his Grace the 
Duke of NEwcAstrLe. 


(No. 224.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, October 18, 1859. 
My Lorp Doxer, (Received December 19, 1859.) . 

Since I had last the honour of addressing your Grace, on the 13th of September, 
I have been engaged in making an official tour in British Columbia, in the course of which 
I visited the towns of New Westminster, Langley, Douglas, Fort Hope and Yale, travelled 
through the passes of Fraser's River to Spuzzem, and inspected all the mining districts 
west of that place. : 

2. In my progress through the country I have had opportunities of conversing familiarly 
with the people;, of ascertaining, by personal intercourse, their wants and views, their 
real and fancied grievances, and of studying practically the best means of promoting the 
settlement and permanent interests of the colony. 

3. I more especially directed my inquiries into the working of the ‘ Gold Fields Act,” 
which came into operation in the month of August last, and was much gratified to find 
that the Act had been received with satisfaction, and met the approval of the mining 
population of the colony. 

4, It has, however, some objectionable features which will require amendment. The 
small size of the bar and bank claims prescribed by the Act, the former limited to 25 feet 
frontage on the banks of great rivers, and the latter to a space of 25 by 30 feet, was per- 
haps the most general, and almost the only serious, objection made to it; and it must be 
admitted that the objection applies with great force to ground which has already been 
worked over, and to places where the pay-streak is thin and deeply covered with soil, 
which the miner has to remove, at a great expense, before the gold can be obtained. 

5. There was a general feeling last year among the miners in favour of the minute 
subdivision of the mining ground into distinct claims; but that feeling no doubt arose 
from the greater number of miners in the field, the limited extent of the then known 
auriferous districts, and the natural desire of each to possess a separate mining claim. 

| . I 4 
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The revenue is so largely benefited by that subdivision, as each mining claim is re uired 
to pay an annual charge of 1/. sterling into the Colonial Exchequer, that the principle was 
without hesitation, and for that reason only, adopted in the * Gold Tields Act.” _ 


6. In constructing that Act it was foreseen that no mining law, however comprehen- 
sive, could be made applicable to the wants and circumstances of an extensive country 
like British Columbia, and the expedient was therefore resorted to of providing for the 
establishment of elective mining boards in every district, with power to frame bye laws 
regulating the size of claims, and otherwise of adapting the provisions of the General Act 
to the particular circumstances of each mining district. 


7. Until the mining boards are constituted the Assistant Gold Commissioners are 
empowered to grant relief in all cases of real hardship, or whenever the public or the 
interests of individual miners may be endangered through the rigid enforcement of the 
Act; and it was also decided that in certain cases where miners have incurred much 
preliminary outlay on account of their claims, that the same person may be allowed to 
hold more than one mining claim, under a lease from the Crown, and at a rental equal to 
the revenue accruing to the colony from an equal number of mining claims held by dif- 
ferent persons; an arrangement which gave general satisfaction, and will,-I have no 
doubt, remove all cause of complaint in respect to the extent of mining claims. 


8. I met, in the course of my journey, with roving miners from every part of British 
Columbia, and ascertained from them many interesting facts connected with the gold dis- 
tricts. Last year an impression was generally entertained by the miners that the gold 
deposits had been made by F’raser’s River, and that the gold was brought down by the 
stream from a source existing somewhere in the main range of the Rocky Mountains ; 
they have since discovered that not only the bed, but also the higher banks of the Fraser, 
which rise terrace-like, one above the other, as they recede towards the hills on either side, 
are composed of auriferous earth and beds of water-worn gravel; a circumstance that has 
led them, not illogically, to the conclusion that the river occupied at some former period 
a much higher level than its present bed, and that the water has been drained off by its 
gradual deepening, through the natural process of attrition or by volcanic agency. 


g. Alluvial diggings of extraordinary value have been discovered on Quesnel River, a 
tributary which flows into the Fraser about 50 miles beyond Alexandria. Some adven- 
turous miners have ascended this stream as far as the lake of the same name from which 
it rises, and have been rewarded with rich strikes, as much, it is reported, as 40/. a day 
having been made to the hand; but instances of such good fortune are uncommon. One 
circumstance, however, which deserves to be recorded, and which is established almost 
beyond a doubt, through the concurring testimony of the miners who have seen the 
country, is the fact that the channels of Fraser’s River, to a distance of 150 miles beyond 
Tort George, the extreme point to which they have been yet prospected, are found to be 
auriferous, yielding on every bar from 20s. to 25s. a day to the hand. 

10. I fell in with three persons who left St. Paul’s, Minnesota, some time last year ; 
they passed the winter in the Rocky Mountains, continued their journey westward in the 
spring, and struck the south branch of Fraser’s River near “ ‘1éte Jauné’s Cache.” The 
saw many veins of quartz on the western slopes of the mountains, and beds of reddish 
earth, which in California are considered a sure indication of the presence of gold; they 
prospected the banks of the South Fraser as they dropped down the stream in a rudely 
formed canoe, and were nowhere disappointed in finding gold in highly remunerative 
quantities. 

11. The district between Yale and Lytton abounds in rich bank and bar diggings. 
Mr. M‘Gill, a respectable merchant residing at Fort Yale, assured me that he once saw 
71 ounces of gold dust taken out of one mining claim at Boston Bar by three men in 
24 hours, and that the same claim yielded regularly from 48 to 50 ounces of gold a day 
for about four weeks, when the holders were driven out by a sudden rise in the river, the 
claim being only accessible at extreme low water for about four weeks in the year. 


12. ‘The miners also report the presence of gold in the various little streams between 
Pavillon and Alexandria, and, in short, believe that there is gold in almost every part of 
the country. 

13, ‘Two veins of gold-bearing quartz were discovered by a party of Cornish miners 
near Fort Hope, during the time I remained at that place, and the discoverers, who en- 
tertain sanguine hopes of success, intend to work .them as rapidly as their scanty means 
will permit. | 

14, ‘Uhe district between Hope and Yale is not so populous as last year, the present 
mining population consisting of about 600 persons. ‘Che washing is now principally done 
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by sluicing, which requires fewer men and does much more work than the process of 
hand-washing. A large amount of capital is invested in ditches, which carry supplies of 
water for sluicing to every mining bar in this district; the miners, whose operations 
were previously confined to the bed of Iraser’s River, are thus enabled to widen their 
field of labour by pushing shafts and other mining works into the banks far above the 
highest water levels of the river. One of those ditches is five miles long, and runs 
through ground replete with engineering difficulties, which have been overcome with 
a degree of skill and dexterity, and with a paucity of means, that excites a feeling of 
admiration at the practical talent and daring enterprise displayed in its construction. 

15. When the gold-lead, or pay-streak, is deeply seated, the amount of labour which 
has to be executed is something almost incredible; the whole of the surface earth, often 
25 feet in depth, with its covering of brush and forest trees of enormous size, having to 
be removed before the treasure can be grasped. , 


16. There exist extensive dry diggings from Yale upwards towards the Fountain, 
which for want of water have not been made available for mining ; but it is believed that 
the neighbouring mountains contain abundant sources from whence supplies of water 
may be brought in; and every inducement will be offered to persons desirous of em- 
barking capital in enterprises of so much public utility, and which are indispensable in 
the development of the gold fields. 


17. The mining population of the district extending from Yale to the Fountain is 
supposed to exceed 800 men, and about 1,000 men are engaged in the same_ pursuits 
between Alexandria, Fort George and Quesnel’s River ; it is, however, supposed that the 
miners in the latter district will be compelled by the severity of the weather to abandon it 


in winter, the cold being then intense, often 20 degrees below zero (Fahrenheit), the 


rivers frozen, and the ground invariably covered with snow in the months between 
November and March. Surface mining is therefore impossible at. that season, and the 
miner has no inducement to remain, and possibly has not means enough to purchase a 
supply of food to keep him until the return of the mining season. ‘Those remarks on the 
climate apply exclusively to the upper districts of Fraser’s River, and not to the country 
below Alexandria, which enjoys a comparatively mild, dry, and pleasant climate. 


18. The value of the present gold exports from British Columbia is estimated at 
14,0007. a month, or 168,000/. per annum; but this estimate does not include the large 
amount of gold dust remaining in the hands of the miners, nor give a just idea of the 
whole quantity produced, which no doubt far exceeds the value herein stated. 


19, The entire white population of British Columbia does not probably exceed 5,000 
men, there being, with the exception of a few families, neither wives nor children to 
refine and soften, by their presence, the dreariness and asperity of existence. 

20. A very marked improvement has taken place since my last visit in the towns of 
Yale, Douglas, and Hope; the buildings, though entirely of wood, being well and 
neatly constructed, and it was even more gratifying to observe the growing respect- 
ability and quiet orderly deportment of the resident population. 

21. In each of those places as well as at New Westminster and Derby, Divine Service 


-is regularly performed by resident clergymen; and the almost total absence of crime 


shows how usefully and extensively their influence is felt. 


22. No schools have been as yet established in the colony; but my attention will be 
given to the subject of education, and provision made for elementary schools, whenever 
the wants of the country render them necessary. 


23. These facts, carefully selected from the mass of material collected during my late 
excursion will convey to your Grace an idea of the present social and industrial condition 
of the colony of British Columbia; and I will now proceed to the notice of other matters 
of no less importance. 


24. The colony is yet destitute of one highly important element, it has no farming 
class, the population being almost entirely composed of miners and merchants. The 
attention of Government has been very anxiously directed to the means of providing for 
that want by the encouragement of agricultural settlers, a class which must eventually 
form the basis of the population, cultivate and improve the face of the country, and 
render it a fit habitation for civilized man. The miner is at best a producer, and leaves 
no traces but those of desolation behind; the merchant is allured by the hope of gain ; 
but the durable prosperity and substantial wealth of states is no doubt derived from the 
cultivation of the soil. Without the farmer’s aid, British Columbia must for ever remain 


a desert, be drained of its wealth, and dependent on other countries for daily food. 
Il, 
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Britisu 25. The colony has not proved attractive to agricultural settlers. . The surveyed 
CotumBta. country land was all put up to public sale at New Westminster on the 5th and 6th of the 
“present month (October), when four lots only were sold, none of which realized more 

than the upset price of 10s. an acre, as there was no competition and few purchasers. 
26. At Douglas and Hope, various applications were made to me for rural land, by 
persons who had taken a fancy to the country, and in some instances, made valuable im- 
provements. They asked to be secured in the ownership of any land they might improve, 
at the upset price of 10s. an acre ; and that it should not be exposed to public sale, with 
2 value enhanced by their own labour and outlay, as in that case they would either have 

to purchase their own improvements or see their property pass into other hands. 


27. There was nothing unreasonable in their proposal, and as meeting their views 
would, I felt assured, have the effect of promoting the settlement of the country; I had 
every wish to do so, but there was a difficulty in accomplishing the object, for the reason 
that no country land had been surveyed in those districts, nor could surveys be completed 
before next year, when the petitioners would probably all have left the colony in disgust. 
I therefore had recourse to an expedient which fully met the case, without sacrifice to 
the Government, and to the perfect satisfaction of the public, by issuing a circular ad- 
dressed to the Assistant. Commissioners of Crown lands at Hope, Yale, Douglas, Lytton, 
and Cayoosh, directing them to permit all persons being at the time British subjects, 
and all persons who have recorded their intention of becoming British subjects, to hold 
tracts of unsurveyed Crown land, not being town sites, nor sites of Indian villages, and 
not exceeding 16V acres in extent, with a guarantee that the same would be fully con- 
veyed to the holder when the land is surveyed, at a price not to exceed 10s. an acre. | 


28. This is in fact the basis of a pre-emption law founded on occupation and improve- 
ment, the Government agreeing on those conditions to convey the land at a fixed price; 
it being moreover provided that the rights of actual settlers, of those persons only who 
are found in possession when the land is surveyed will be recognized and allowed. 
Persons wishing to acquire larger tracts will be required to pay a deposit of 5s. per acre 
on all land over 160 acres pre-empted for their benefit; a condition intended to serve as 
a protection to bond fide settlers, and to prevent speculators from preying on the public, 
and defeating the proposed object of encouraging the settlement of the country. 


29. If that plan should fail in attracting a population I think it will be advisable to 
resort to the Canadian system of making free grants not exceeding 100 acres of rural 
land to actual settlers, on condition of their making certain specified improvements, 


30. The great object of opening roads from the sea coast into the interior of the 
country, and from New Westminster to Burrard’s Inlet and Pitt River, continues to claim 
a large share of my attention. The labour involved by these works is enormous ; but so 
essential are they as a means of settling and developing the resources of the country, that 
their importance can hardly be overrated ; and I therefore feel it incumbent on me to 
strain every nerve in forwarding the progress of undertakings so manifestly conducive to 
the prosperity of the colony, and which at the same time cannot fail ere long to produce 
a large increase in the public revenue. 

31. We hope to complete the last section of a pack-road leading by the left bank of 
the Fraser, from Derby to Lytton, a distance of 170 miles, on or before the Ist day of 
February next. From Lytton a natural pack-road now exists leading to Red River 
settlement, by the Coutannais Pass, through the Rocky Mountains, and from thence 
following the valley of the Sascatchewan, chiefly over an open prairie country of great 
beauty, and replete with objects of interest to the tourist and the sportsman ; a settler 
may then take his departure from Red River in spring with his cattle and stock, and 
reach British Columbia by that road in course of the autumn following. ‘This is no mere 
theory, the experiment having been repeatedly made by parties of Red River people 
travelling to Colvile, from whence there is a good road to Lytton; so much so, indeed, 
that one of those persons assured me that the whole distance from Lytton to Red River, 
with the exception of the Coutannais Pass, which is thickly wooded, may be safely 
travelled with carts. Ifthe Canadian Government would undertake to open a road from 
Red River to the borders of Lake Superior, which really presents no very formidable 
difficulties, the connexion between British Columbia and Canada would be complete, and 
the whole distance might I think, be travelled on British soil. 


32. The declared value of British Columbia imports for the quarter ending with the 
30th day of September last is 207,848 dollars; and the customs receipts for the same 
period, amount to 5,202/. against 4,242/. for the preceding quarter, showing an increase 
on the latter of 960/, A large sum has also been derived from sales of town land, licences 


, 
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and other sources of revenue, but those returns not having been received must be reserved Brrris# 
for a future communication. CoLuMBi. 
Trusting that these details may not prove unacceptable, 
I have, &c. 








His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
 &e. &e. &c. Governor. 
No. 27. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas, C.B., to his Grace the No. aa 
Duxe of NEWCASTLE. 
(No. 231.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 10, 1859. 
. (Received January 27, 1860.) 
My Lorp Dvkg, (Answered No, 9, February 18, 1860, p. 108.) 


I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton’s 

Despatch No. 62,* of the 7th May, on the subject of the disposal of Crown lands in  * viaepapers 
British Columbia. present ae 

2. In my Despatch No. 156, of the 23rd May, replying to Sir Edward Bulwer + Page 12. 
Lytton’s Despatch No. 16{, of the 7th February, I stated my fall concurrence in regard + Vite papers 
to the advantages attending the system of prompt payment for land, and we shall, if 1359, p. 78. aa 
practicable, without retarding the settlement of the country, introduce the practice into 
British Columbia. { 
_ 8. With reference to the reservation of lots at New Westminster for sale in the United 
Kingdom and the British Colonies, which is discussed in' the same Despatch No. 62, I 
would remark for your Grace’s information that it was made with the view of meeting 
the demand anticipated by the large emigration expected this year from Great, Britain 
and her colonies, and which it was feared might otherwise be deprived. of the chance of 
obtaining lots at New Westminster. 

4. It was, however, never intended, nor have we empowered any agents to sell, specific 
lots either in the United Kingdom or the colonies, otherwise such powers should be re- 
called, agreeably to tlre instructions received on this matter. 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &c. &c. Governor. 
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Cory of DESTATCH from Governor Douetas, C.B., to his Grace the 
Duxe of NEwcastTLe. 


(No. 234.) | Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 16, 1859. 
My Lorp Duke, (Received January 27, 1860.) 

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 13* of * Page 9s. 
August 1859, upon the subject of the postal communication with the colonies of British 
Columbia and Vancouver's Island. 

2. I regret to learn from this Despatch that Her Majesty’s Government have decided 
that the advantages which would be derived by these colonies in the establishment of a 
direct mail service between San Francisco and British Columbia would not prove 
equivalent to the large amount of subsidy required for carrying out the undertaking, and 
that the same reason has precluded the Government from entertaining the proposal for a 
direct route vid Canada and Hudson’s Bay Company’s territory. , 

3. I observe that hereafter the correspondence for these colonies will be transmitted in 
closed mails to. Her Majesty’s Consul at San Francisco who is to forward them by the 
first opportunity to their destination, and further that your Grace instructs me to en- 
deavour to secure the improvements in the existing mail service which I pointed out as 
desirable in my Despatch of 5th November 1858. 

4. Those improvements pointed chiefly to the establishment of a direct line between 
this and San Francisco, and I understand your Grace’s present instructions as requiring 
me to ascertain whether such improvements can be obtained under existing circumstances 
by combination with present arrangements. | 

5. Heretofore the United States mail steamers were under the obligation of conveying 
the letters for Vancouver's Island and British Columbia, if properly directed, to Puget 
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Sound; and, before those steamers touched at Victoria, we received the mail fror 
Puget Sound by any chance opportunity that offered. Since however the gold discoveries 
in British Columbia, the United States mail steamers have found it to their advantage to 
call regularly at Victoria, and, through the civility of the post-office authorities in San 
Francisco, a separate mail bag for Victoria has always been made up and forwarded. 
The same will probably continue to be the case under the arrangement of sending the 
closed bags to the Consul at San Francisco, except that the conveyance of the mail to 
these waters will then become a matter of favour; but I scarcely anticipate any delay, 
for both the post-office authorities and the officers of the mail steamers are invariably 
most accommodating and attentive. ‘ 

6. But under this system your Grace will at once perceive how entirely dependent we 
are upon United States resources, and subject to the courtesy of United States officials 
for the receipt of our mails, and that it is in their power at any moment entirely to stop 
the communication. Another serious inconvenience also attaches to the present system, 
and that is the almost utter impracticability of replying to correspondence by the same 
mail; for the steamer arrives at uncertain periods, and generally does not remain more 
than two hours, so that it frequently happens that the mail is actually not delivered until 
after she has left the port. ) 

7. For some months past, until very recently, a British screw steam vessel, the 
« Foxwood,” was put upon the line between Victoria and San Francisco, and her owners 
were very desirous of obtaining the mail contract, for with that prestige and certainty 
there would have been ample inducement for her continuance. Application was made 
to me on the subject, but I could only mention the arrangement Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment purposed making in England. ‘The “ Foxwood” has I regret to say recently been 
withdrawn, not being able to compete with the monopoly of the Pacific Mail Steam Ship 
Company. I learn, however, she is still at San Francisco unemployed, and I am inclined 
to think that but a trifling inducement would bring her upon the line again, which is 
much to be desired for many reasons. I have, therefore, carrying out what I believe to 
be the desire of your Grace, requested the agents of the “ Foxwood” to make me an offer 
of the rate at which they would undertake to perform the mail service between this place 
and San Francisco ; and so soon as a reply is received I will forward it for the considera- 
tion of your Grace. dq 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &c. &c. Governor. 





No. 29. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas to his Grace the Duxr of NewcastLe. 


(No. 235.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, November 21, 1859. 
My Lorp Duvkg, (Received January 27, 1860.) 

I nave the honour to forward for your Grace’s information the copy of a report 
which I lately received from Mr, William Downie, the same enterprising person who last 
winter furnished a report, also forwarded with my Despatch No. 123* of the 25th of 
March last, on Jarvis Inlet. 

2. ‘The report now transmitted relates to the unsuccessful result of the attempt made 
in the month of July last, by a body of miners from this place, to explore Queen 
Charlotte’s Island. 

3. The adventurers, dismayed by the rugged aspect of the country, the humidity of 
the climate, and the numbers and formidable appearance of the native tribes, did not 
prosecute the enterprise with resolution or tenacity, and soon returned to this place, with — 
the exception of a few daring spirits, who accompanied Mr. Downie to Fort Simpson, 
and there made arrangements to explore the course of Skeena River, which flows into the 
sea at Port Essington, North latitude 54° 15”. 

4. The party commenced the ascent of the Skeena in a canoe, which they managed to 
take on as far as the Forks, a distance of 110 miles from the sea. Tie river ceases to 
be navigable at that point, in consequence it is supposed of falls and dangerous rapids ; 
and they had to leave the canoe, and to travel 55 miles by land to the Indian village of 
‘* Naas Glee,” a celebrated native fishing station, from whence the Skeena again becomes 
navigable to its source in “ Babine Lake,” 15 miles beyond ‘ Naas Glee.” 

5. Babine Lake is a broad and extensive sheet of water, nearly 90 miles in length, with 
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depth sufficient for vessels of the largest class; and is separated by a low table-land 13 
miles in breadth from Stuart’s Lake, a feeder of Fraser’s River, not quite so large as 
Barbiue Lake, but otherwise equally well adapted for the purposes of navigation, 

6. The report closes with the arrival of Mr. Downie and party, after much suffering 
and privation, at [ort St. James, Stuart’s Lake, where their wants were generously 
relieved, and themselves hospitably entertained, by the officers of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company. ' app: 

7. Mr. Downie made several important discoveries in course of his adventurous 
journey. He found gold in small quantities on the Skeena River; and the mountains, 
which he had not time to explore, appeared to be of the formation containing gold; he 
also saw very valuable and extensive beds of coal. He moreover found gold on Stuart’s 
Lake. He describes the country between the Forks and “ Naas Glee” as being well 
adapted for farming, and suitable for the construction of roads. The whole distance 
from Babine Lake to the sea does not appear to exceed 180 miles, a great part of which 


° 
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8. The valley of the Skeena is thus shown to be an available avenue into ‘the interior 


of British Columbia, and will, I have no doubt, soon become a most important outlet for 
the upper districts of Fraser’s River, which, from the course of the river and the direc- 
tion of the coast, are brought in close proximity with the sea. 

9. As a means of supplying the distant mining districts of British Columbia by a 
shorter and cheaper route than the valley of Fraser’s River, its importance will soon be 
appreciated and attract the attention of the mining and commercial classes; and I believe 
that the day is not far distant when steamers will be busily plying on the waters of the 
two great inland lakes. 

10. It appears from the American papers published in W ashington territory that rich 
gold diggings have been very lately found by the men of the United States Boundary 
Commission on the Shimilcomeen River, and we shall have to turn-our attention imme- 
diately to that quarter, as the greater part of the Shimilcomeen Valley lies north of the 
49th parallel of latitude, and within the limits of this colony. 

11. The enclosed clipping from the “ Pioneer and Democrat,” of the 4th November 


- instant, contains all the information we have yet received relative to that discovery. 


I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&e. &c. &c. Governor. 





Enclosure in No. 29. 


Fort St. James, Stuart’s Lake, New Caledonia, 
Sir, October 10, 1859. 
I sxc to make the following report of my trip to Queen Charlotte’s Island, and my journey 
thence by Fort Simpson to the interior of British Columbia. 

I left Victoria on the 27th July with 27 practical miners, having stores, &c., &c., for three months. 
We arrived in Gold Harbour, Queen Charlotte’s Island safely on the 6th August, and immediately set 
about prospecting, as we expected to see the gold shining in the water. Y 

We examined the spot where a large quantity of gold was formerly taken out, and discovered a few 
specks of gold in the small quartz seams that run through the slate; two of the party blasting the rock 
while others prospected round the harbour. 


I then proceeded in a canoe to Douglas Inlet, which runs in south of Gold Harbour, hoping to find © 


traces there of the Gold Harbour lead, but without success. The nature of the rock is trap or horn- 
blende, with a few poor seams of quartz straggling over the surface. Granite was found at the head 
of this inlet, but not a speck of gold could we discover. Next day we went up an inlet to the north of 
Gold Harbour, and here a white rock showed itself on the spur of a mountain, and like old Californians 
up we must go to see if this was a place where our fortunes were to be made. After a difficult ascent 
we found it to be nothing but weather-beaten, sun-dried granite instead of quartz. Further up the 
inlet we saw a little black slate and some talcose rock, but nothing that looked like gold. On our 
return we found that the men engaged in blasting the rock had given it up, the few surface specks 
being all the gold that could be found. The character of the rock is generally trap or hornblende. 

The large amount of gold that was formerly found with so little difficulty existed in what is called 
an off-shoot or blow. The question then arises how did the gold get here? Some of our party were of 
opinion that a gold lead existed close at hand. But it ean only be put down to one of the extraordinary 
freaks of nature so often found ina mineral country. : 

The off-shoots in question are not uncommon, I have often seen them in California. On such a 
discovery being made hundreds of miners would take claims in all directions near it, and test the 
ground in eyery way, but nothing further could be found, except in the one spot about 70 feet in 
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length, running S.E. and N.W.; on being worked about 15 feet it gave out. Before work commenced 
I have blown the sand off a vein of pure gold. at 

I now proposed to test the island further, so we started for the Skidegate Channel. At a village of the 
Crosswer Indians, where we were wind bound, the appearances were more favourable,—talcose slate, 
quartz, and red earth; we tried to discover gold but without success. Sulphuret of iron was found in 
abundance, and we discovered traces of previous prospecting, the Indians understand the search for 
gold well, and detect it in the rocks quicker than I can. 

The coast from the Cassiver Indian village to Skidegate Channel is wilder than any I have ever 
before trayelled, and we did not care to hunt for gold in such a place. Five Indians were drowned 
here to-day while fishing. 

At the Skidegate Channel we found black slate and quartz, travelling further north granite appears and 
then sandstone ‘and conglomerate, and as we were now in a coal country it was no use to look for old, 

We saw coal here, but I cannot speak as to its quality, not being a judge of it. The formation i is 
similar to that of Nanaimo. 

From here we returned to Gold Harbour. A party who had remained behind to prospect inland had 
met with no better success than ourselves. We then consulted what was the best thing to do. I did 
not wish to return to Victoria, as your Excellency had desired me to explore some of the inlets on the 
mainland, so I left Gold Harbour with a party of 14 men for Fort Simpson, and arrived there in eight 
days. 


The N.W. coast of Queen Charlotte’s island is a low sand and gravel flat, having no resemblance to a | 


gold country. 

I left Fort Simpson for the Skeena River on the 31st August; from Fort Simpson to Port Essing~ 
ton is about 40 miles. The salt water here is a light blue colour, like the mouth of Fraser River, 
and runs inland about 30 miles. ‘The coarse-grained quartz of Fort Simpson is no longer seen here, 
and granite appears; and the banks of the river are low, and covered with small hard wood and cotton 
trees, with some good-sized white oaks; the first I have seen west of Fraser’s River. 

Vessels drawing more than four feet of water cannot go more than 20 miles up the Skeena River, 
and it is very unlike the deep inlets to the southward. At our camp here some Indians visited us; 
they told us they were honest, but next morning the absence of my coat rather negatived their state- 
ment. Next day we found the river shoal, even for loaded canoes, as it had fallen much. At our next 
camp I went up a small river, called Scenatoys, and the Indians showed me some crystallized quartz, 
and, to my surprise, a small piece with gold in it, being the first I have seen in this part, ‘The Indian 
took me to a granite slide, whence, he asserted, the piece of quartz in question had come from. I found 
some thin crusts of fine quartz, but no gold. Iam of opinion, however, that good paying quartz will 
be found here. From the River Scenatoys to Port Essington, at the mouth of the Skeena River, is 
75 miles; a little below the Scenatoys an Indian trail leads to Fort Simpson; it is through a low pass, 
and the distance is not great. 

From this, 10 miles further up, was a river called the Toes, on the south side; hence is an Indian 
trail to the Kitloops on the Salmon River. The south branch of Salmon River is ‘called Kittama. 

By this time we were fairly over the coast range, and the mountains a-head of us did not look very 
high, the current here was very strong, and much labour required to get our canoe along, and we had to 
pull her up by a rope from the shore. 

Gold is found here a few specks to the pan, and the whole country look auriferous, with fine bars oy 
flats with clay on the bars; the mountains look red, and slate and quartz can be seen. Next cam 
at the village of Kitalaska and I started in a light canoe ahead of my party, as our canoe 
accounts could not get much further, and I then determined to penetrate to Port Fraser.* 

The Indian who was with me told me that a large stream called the Kitchumsala comes in from the 
north; the land on it is good and well adapted for farming; here the Indians grow plenty of potatoes. 
To the south a small stream called the Chimkoatsh, on the south of which is the Plumbago ne 
I had some in my hand, it is as clear as polished silver, and runs in veins of quartz. 

Near to this are the words ** Pioneer, H.B.C.” on a tree and nearly overgrown with bark; the Indians 
told me in was cut by Mr. John Waln, a long time ago. 

From here to the village of Kitcoonsa the land improves, the mountains recede from the river, ied 
fine flats run away 4 or 5 miles back to ‘their bases, where the smoke is seen rising from the huts of 
the Indians engaged in drying berries for the winter, which abound here. ‘These Indians were very 
kind to us, and “wished me to build a house there, and live with them. 

Above the village of Kitcoonsa the prospect of gold is not so good as below, where a dollar a 
might be made. As the season was so advanced I was not able to prospect the hills, which look so we 
about here, and unless the Government takes it in hand it will be a long while before the mineral 
resources of this part of British Columbia are known. I think this is the best looking mineral contry 
I have seen in British Columbia. From here to the village of Kitsagatala the river is rocky and 

dangerous, and our canoe was split from stem to stern. 

At Kitsagatala we entered a most extensive coal country, the seams being in sight and cut through 
by the river, and running up the banks on both sides, varying in thickness from 3 to 365 feet. 

The veins are larger on the éast side and are covered with soft sandstone, which gives easily to the 
pick; on the west side quartz lines the seams, which are smaller. ‘The veins dip into. the bank for a 
mile along the river, and could easily be worked by tunnels on the face, or by sinking shafts from 
behind on the flats, as they run into soft earth. 

I have seen no coal like this in all my travels in British Columbia and Vancouver's Island. 

We experienced some dangers from Indians here, but by a small present of tobacco, and by a 
determined and unconcerned aspect, I succeeded in avoiding the danger of a collision with them. We 


could go no further than Kittamarks, the Forks of the Skeena river in the canoe, and we had been 


20 ) days from Fort dna og though the journey could have been done in a third of that time. 











* Supposed to apply to an establishment of the Hudson’s Bay Co, 
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On the 21st September, I left Kittamarks with two white men and two Indians and started over a 
fine trail and through a beautiful country for Fort Fraser, we crossed over an Indian suspension bridge 
and entered some first-rate land, our course being about east; we completed about twelve miles to-day. 
Next day it rained hard, but we succeeded in doing twelve miles, passing through as fine a farming 
country as one could wish to see. To the south-east a large open space appeared and I have since 
learnt that a chain of lakes runs away here, being the proper way to Fort Fraser; but as'I always 
follow my Indian guides implicitly, I did so on this occasion. The third day the weather was fine but 
the trail not so good, it ran along the side of a mountain, but below, the trail was good, and grass 
abundant. My Indians started after a goat of the mountain but was quickly driven back by three 
bears. ‘The fourth day we crossed what is called the rocky pass, which may be avoided by keeping 
the bottom. ‘To the north a chain of mountains could be seen covered with snow, distant about 
30 miles, where the Hudson Bay Company have a Post called Bear Fort; to the south is the Indian 
alege Kispyattes, along the bottom runs the Skeena past the village of Allagasomeda, and further up 
the village of Kithathratts on the same river. 

_ Fifth day we encountered some dangerous looking Indians but we got away from them. We passed 

ough a fine country with cotton trees and good soil. 

~ We now arrived at the village of Naas Glee where the Skeena River rises, we were again on the river 
we left five days ago, having travelled 55 miles when we might have come by the river. We had great 
difficulty with the Indians here, and it was fortunate I knew the name of the chief, as otherwise they 
would have taken all our property; as it was they surrounded us and were most importunate, one 
wanted my coat, another my gun, a third took my cap from my head; and I really thought they would 
murder us. ‘These Indians are the worst I have seen in all my travels. Naas Glee is a great fishing 
station, and all the worst characters congregate here to lead an indolent life, as they live on the proceeds 
of their salmon fishery. Thousand of salmon were drying at this village. 


We hardly knew what to do for they told us it was 10 days to Fort Fraser, and if we returned they 
would have robbed us of everything; so I determined to go on if the chief Norra would accompany me, 
and on giving him some presents he consented to do so. I was never so glad to get away from an 
Indian village, but I am ready to go again and prospect this country if your Excellency wishes it. The 
river from Naas Glee downwards is very rapid; but as the banks are low and flat a waggon road or rail- 
, road could easily be made. ‘The land around Naas Glee is first rate, and wild hay and long grass 
abound. Potatoes are not grown here, owing to the thieving of the Indians. There is no heavy pine 
timber hereabouts ;‘the canoes are made of cotton wood. 

Above Naas Glee the river was very rapid, and it required all our energy, as we had but a small 

uantity of dried salmon to last us 10 days. ‘Ten miles above Naas Glee is an old Indian village called 
atatt; here the shoal water ends and we enter the Babine Lake, going through a fine country; we 
accomplished 20 miles this day; the lake is broad and deep. . Next morning, to my surprise, I found a 
canoe at our camp, with Frenchmen and Indians in charge of Mr. Gavin Hamilton, an officer in the ser- 
vice of the Hudson Bay Company, from Fort St. James Stuart’s Lake, New Caledonia, whither we were 
bound: he was on his way to Naas Glee to purchase fish. He advised me to go back with him to Naas 
Glee and then to return with him to Stuart’s Lake; but as I had seen enough of Naas Glee I refused 
with thanks. In fact | was very anxious to reach Fort St. James, as I did not wish to be disappointed 
this time. Mr. Hamilton expressed his surprise that we had managed to get away from Naas Glee, as 
we were the first white men who had come through this route, and even he found much difficulty with 
the Indians there. Having persuaded Narra the chief to let us have his canoe, we said farewell to Mr. 
Hamilton, and proceeded on our journey. } 


It was fortunate we sent back our two Indians, otherwise we should have suffered from starvation, as it 
was we reached Stuart’s Lake with difficulty. We made a fine run to-day before a fair wind to Fort 
Killamours, this post is only kept up m the winter. Our course from Naas Glee to this place was S.E. 
and the distance about 50 miles. The land is good the whole way, with long grass on the benches near 
the Fort. It is avery lonely place, no sound save your own voice. It seems a great pity to see this beauti- 
ful land, so well adapted for the wants of man, lying waste ; when somany Englishmen and Scotchmen 
would be glad to come here and till the soil. Babine Lake is deep and in some places five or six miles 
wide, there are islands and points of land to afford shelter from the storm, blow whence it may. From 
Fort Killamours to the head of Babine is about 40 miles direction 8.S.E., only from the head down 
about 20 miles it runs E. and W. Wearrived at the head of Babine the seventh day after leaving Naas 
Glee we had seen no Indians and had made a favourable journey, neither had we seen snow. ‘The 
country we had passed was well adapted for farming; of course some of the land is rocky but on the 
whole it is a fine country. 

At the head of Babine Lake there is a fine site for a town, and a good harbour could be made; a 
stream runs down which would supply a town with water. This is what I call the head water of the 
Skeena River; the lake is navigable for steamers, and 100 miles in length. 


From here to Stuart’s Lake there is a portage over a good trail, through the finest grove of cotton wood 

I have ever seen, to Stuart’s Lake: the ground was thickly strewed with yellow leaves, giving the scene 
uite an autumnal appearance, and presenting a picture far different to what we expected in this part of 
British Columbia. 

Six miles from Babine we came to a small lake where were some Indians herring fishing; on our 
approach they appeared undecided whether to run or remain; I asked them for some food and they 
soon provided us with some fish, which refreshed us much; having paid for our repast, we started again. 
From here a small stream runs, a distance of four miles to Stuart’s Lake. 

Arrived at Stuart’s Lake, we found no means of crossing, no Indians to direct us, and no food to 
sustain us; nor had we any shot to enable us to kill ducks. We camped here three nights without 
food, sleeping the greater part of the time to stifle our hunger. 

The only thing that supported us was the grand idea of the enterprise we were engaged in—that of 
being the first party to explore the route from the Pacific to Fraser’s River, which will one day 
connect the Atlantic with the Pacific Ocean, z - 
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We had, meantime, to see what could be done to free us from our present difficulties. One of 
party found on old canoe split to pieces; this was rigged on a raft of logs as well as cire 
would admit. 

I returned to the Indians above mentioned, and purchased a few herrings. I walked back too 
camp with difficulty, and found my limbs giving way. Next morning we started on our frail 
expecting every moment she would go down. We were obliged to sit perfectly still, as the least 
movement would have upset us. A slight breeze sprung up, and a small sea washed over us: and we 
had to run for a lee shore, where kind Providence sent an Indian to succour us. He welcomed us 
with a bonjour, invited us to his lodge, and gave us most excellent salmon trout, taken from the lake. 
We had at last reached here, with thankful hearts for our preservation through so many dangers. 
We stayed a night with this Indian, and next day gave him a blanket to take us to the Fort. We 
abandoned our old canoe without regret, and proceeded towards our destination. ‘The Indians all along 
here were very kind to us, and seem a good set of people. About half-way across Stuart's Lake we 
obtained a small prospect of gold. On the north side of the lake, for about 20 miles, the ground is 
rocky, but south, towards the Fort, the land is as good as can be, and will produce anything. 

We reached Fort St. James on the 9th October, and were received by Mr. Peter Ogden with that 
kindness and hospitality I have always found at the Hudson Bay Company’s posts. 

The Fort is very much exposed to all the winds, and I found it colder here than anywhere on the 
journey. 

Stuart's Lake is 50 miles long; the portage to Babine 10 miles; Babine Lake 100 miles; from Naas 
Glee to Fort Simpson 650 miles; and 200 miles from Fort Simpson to Gold Harbour, Queen Charlotte’s 
Island. 

The names of the two men who accompanied me were William Manning, an Englishman, and 
Frank ae a French Canadian. It is possible that I shall prospect the Fraser a little farther 
this fall. t 






I have, &e., 
His Excellency Governor Douglas, (Signed) Wittram Downie. 
&e. &e. &e. 


Extract from the *“ Pioneer and Democrat,” 4th November 1859. 
From the “ Dalles Journal,’ October 21. 
New and Ricnu Gouip Discovertes on the Si-MIL-KA-MEEN RIVER. 


An expressman, named McGuire, arrived at the Dalles in the early part of the week from Captain 
Archer’s command, reports the discovery of rich gold diggings on the Si-mil-ka-meen river, about five 
miles from the camp. According to our informant, the discovery is confined to a small bar on the 
river, which is bemg worked by soldiers, quartermaster’s men, and a large number of Indians. ‘The 


men from camp go down after breakfast, walking a distance of five miles, and working not more than 


half a day, average about $20 to the hand. ‘This is without the ordinary conveniences for mining, 
and with nothing but picks, using frying-pans for washing out. With “rockers,” it is estimated that 
from $50 to $200 to the hand could readily be taken out. We have not learned that any of the 
neighbouring bars have been prospected, but it can scarcely be possible that the rich deposits are 
confined to one locality; and when a thorough examination is had, it is more than likely that rich 
strikes will be made all along the course of the river. Mr. McGuire, who is represented to us as an 
entirely reliable man, says that he himself visited the diggings, and saw the miners at work, taking 
out gold at a rate fully equal to that stated. It is represented that the officers in command are very 
anxious to conceal all knowledge of the discovery, they apprehending an immediate rush, that in the 
present condition of the country must be attended with great privations. ‘The nearest point at which 
supplies necessary to the miner can be obtained is Colville, which is over 100 miles distant from the 
newly discovered mines. ‘The Indians, too, are represented to be decidedly hostile; and inasmuch as 
the troops are about to remove, miners would be exposed to constant attacks from savage foes. We 
mention these facts as a caution against a wild and headlong rush, but should the mines prove half 
as rich as represented, not all these dangers twice over would serve to check the crowd of gold 
hunters that from all quarters will hie to the new El Dorado. ‘The expressman who brings this 
news, says that he has been all through the California mining districts, but no where has he seen 
dirt that prospected so well as that at the Si-mil-ka-meen gold mines. ‘The discovery, we are told, 
was made by Sergeant Compton, in whose honour the locality has been named *‘ Compton Bar.” . 

The effect of this news has been to create quite an excitement in our town, but as yet we hear o 
no departures for the new gold mines. Should the next advices confirm these startling reports, we may 
expect to witness a stampede scarcely equalled by that to Fraser River. 

Since writing the above, we have been permitted to make the following extracts from letters received 
at this place from officers of the army, attached to the boundary survey. 

Although the discoveries made are to a very limited extent, yet they prove what we have heretofore 
asserted as our belief in the existence of gold in that part of Washington Territory, and the Upper 
Columbia, to be correct. 

It is now, however, too late to prosecute the investigation this season, but we do not entertain a 
single doubt that during the next spring and summer developments will be made which will establish 
the fact of that part of the country being—as we have always believed it was—equal, in mineral wealth, 
to any part of California or Mexico. 


Extracts rrom LEerrers. 


Camp Si-mil-ka-meen, Oct. 8, 1859. 
* * Tam detached with 14 men at the N. W. B. station on the Si-mil-ka-meen, about 12 miles 
from its mouth. * * On the 6th, my sergeant showed me the result of six pans which he washed 
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and we found it to be worth $6. On the 7th, two men obtained $20 each; others from $5 to $15. We 
have no tools or conveniences, and the men know but little about digging gold. I give you the simple 
facts, and shall make no comments. * * * It is much coarser gold than any found on Fraser River, 
some pieces weighing $2 to $50. 

This river is very incorrectly mapped, as it is 150 miles long, with numberless tributaries. It is a 
swollen mountain torrent till the middle of July, so that it is late before it can be worked. It is my 
opinion that this gold was washed out of the hills contiguous, this year, as these diggings thus far have 
been on the surface only. You know that gold will always, if you give it time, find its way to the bed 
rock. I do not know that they will be developed soon as we shall leave here in 10 or 12 days, and it 
will not be safe for a small party to attempt to mine. ‘These Indians want a severe thrashing, and 
then the country can be traversed with safety. Our command has kept them civil, otherwise there 
would have been the devil to pay as usual. 


Camp Osoyoos, W. 'T., Oct. 10, 1859. 
As many gold-fevered letters were doubtless dispatched by the regular mail, it may be 
important to the excitable population of your city, to have correct accounts from the diggings. It is 
true that a rich placer, yielding from $10 to $30 a day to the hand, has been discovered, ten miles 
above the forks—but the gold is confined to a single locality, the extent of which is not more than 25 
by 10 yards. 

White, whom I sent out to prospect the stream for four or five miles above and below the placer, has 
failed to find it in remunerative quantities at any other point. It seems to be the opinion of experi- 
enced California miners that, rich as the placer is it will be worked out in less than two weeks, and 
that there is no more gold on the river worth mining. 

I mention all this in order to prevent men who may have heard exaggerated accounts from coming 
this fall. Possibly next spring or summer, miners might come and discover something better, but to 
come from the Dalles now would end in nothing but suffering and disappointment. 

I was always confident that gold existed in the mountains of this territory, and expected a discovery 
by some one of the many expeditions which went out last spring. 
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Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas, C.B., to his Grace the 
Duke of NewcastTLe. 


(No. 239.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, December 22, 1859. 
My Lorp Dokg, (Received February 14, 1860.) 

I Ave the honour of transmitting herewith the copy of a Proclamation providing 
for the establishment of courts in British Columbia, to enable suitors to recover debts not 
exceeding in value the sum of 50/. sterling by a cheap and speedy method. ‘The prac- 
tice of the Supreme Court was found to be too slow and expensive to meet the exigencies 
of suitors in the recovery of small debts, which were not unfrequently abandoned in 
preference to incurring the expense of seeking redress at that tribunal. 


2. Many abuses had grown out of that state of things, together with a general want of 
confidence, and an almost entire stoppage of credit transactions, to the great injury of 
the mining population, who require advances to enable them to carry on their operations. 


3. The evil was not felt under the form of government established previously to the 
Proclamation declaring English law in force in the colony of British Columbia, which 
issued on the 19th day of November 1858, as justices of the peace were before that 
event necessarily invested with very extensive powers, which they exercised to the satis- 
faction of the public, who overlooked occasional deviations from the strict letter of the 
law, in the security enjoyed, and the amount of public good achieved. 


4, There is a general feeling in the colony in favour of the re-establishment of that 
system, which would, however, be inconsistent with English law, and the Attorney 
General has framed the Act, now herewith transmitted, to accomplish the desired object 
of facilitating the recovery of small debts by a process rapid and yet not expensive to 
suitors. 


5. The additional expense to the colony will be inconsiderable, as the whole business 
of the new courts is to be conducted by the present stipendiary magistrates, with the 
single addition of Mr. Elliot, an English barrister, whose salary of 200/. a year will be 
paid from fees. 

6. The “Joint Stock Companies Act” has also in view the encouragement of mercan- 
tile enterprise and the formation of joint stock companies, by restricting the liability of 
shareholders to the amount of their investments in those concerns, and relieving them 
from further responsibility. 
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7. Those Acts are both much needed, and will be of great advantage to the colony. 
8. The reports of the Attorney General, fully explaining the character of the Acts, are 
also herewith transmitted for your information. aa 


I have, &c. > eo vie aa 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS,” = 
&e. &c. &c. Governor. — 


Enclosure 1 in No. 30. 


(No. 14.) PROCLAMATION. 


By his Excellency Jamzs Dovcras, Companion of the most Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief of British Columbia, Vice Admiral of the same, &e., &e. . 


.Wuereas under and by virtue of an Act of Parliament made and passed in the Session of Parliament | 
held in the 21st and 22nd year of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled an “Act to Pro- 
“* vide for the Government of British Columbia,” and by a Commission under the Great Seal of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, I, James Douglas, have been appointed Governor of 
the said colony. and have been authorized by Declaration under the public Seal of the said colony, 
to make laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and good government of the same; and 

Whereas it is expedient to afford a clear and speedy method of recovering small debts and demands in 
British Columbia, AP aa 

Now, therefore, I, James Douglas, Governor of the said Colony, do proclaim and do declare as 
follows, viz.: oe By 

1. Every person whom I may from time to time hereafter commission to act as a County Court Judge 
in British Columbia shall, from the date of his commission, be authorized and empowered to hear and 
determine all personal pleas and all actions of tort cognizable by the ‘County Courts in England in 
manner hereafter mentioned. 

2. So much of the enactments of the 8th and 10th Victoria, chap. 95, entitled an Act for the more 
easy recovery of small debts and demands in England as are applicable to this colony shall be adopted 
by the County Court Judge. 

3. The amount recoverable before any County Court Judge in British Columbia shall not exceed the 
sum of 50/. 

4, The duties of the clerk of the Court appointed in England shall be performed by the County Court 
Judge himself. 

5. The duties of the High Bailiff, appointed in England, shall be performed by the Sheriff of British 
Columbia, or by any Deputy Sheriff of British Columbia. ‘ie 

6. The practice and procedure in the County Courts, over which such County Court Judge shall pre- 
side, and the fees to be taken therein shall, as herein mentioned, and until altered by some rule or order 
ne made as hereinafter mentioned, be the same as in the Inferior Court of Civil Justice, in Vancouver 

sland. 

7. The County Court Judge shall have a power of granting a capias ad respondendum, in all cases of 
debt of the amount of 20/. or upwards. 

8. Any three of the County Court Judges, and also the Judge of the Supreme Court of Civil 
Justice in British Columbia, may make rules and orders for the governance of the County Courts of 
British Columbia, which rules or orders shall be of full force when confirmed by the Governor of British 
Columbia, and the Judge of the Supreme Court of Civil Justice of British Columbia. 

9. All fees shall from time to time be paid into the Treasury. . 

10, ‘This Act may be cited for all purposes as the “ British Columbia Small Debts Act, 1859.” 

Issued under the Public Seal of the said Colony, at Victoria, Vancouver Island, this tenth day 
of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine, and the 
twenty-third year of Her Majesty’s Reign, by me, ; 

JamEs Dovetas. (1. 8.) 

By Command of his Excellency, . 
Witiiam A. G. Youne, 

Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Gop sAVE THE QUEEN. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 30. 
(No. 15.) PRrocLaMATION. 


By his Excellency James Dovcras, Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief of British Columbia, Vice-Admiral of the same, &c. 


Wuereas under and by virtue of an Act of Parliament, made and passed in the session of Parlia- 
ment held in the 21st and 22nd years of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled an Act 
to provide for the “ Government. of British Columbia,” and by a commission under the Great Seal of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, I James Douglas have been appointed Governor of . 
the said Colony, and have been authorized by Proclamation under the Public Seal of the said Colony, 
to make laws, institutions and ordinances, for the peace, order, and good government of the same; and 
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Whereas doubts have arisen whether the Joint Stock Companies’ Acts 1856, 1857, and 1858, apply 


to British Columbia. 
Now, therefore, I, James Douglas’ do hereby declare, proclaim, and enact as follows:— 


‘1. That the said Acts shall be taken, construed, and read together, and be taken and deemed to ° 


extend to the Colony of British Columbia except as herein-after mentioned. 

2. The third section of the Joint Stock Companies’ Act, 1857, shall not apply to mining companies 
in British Columbia. 

3. The eleventh section of the said Act shall not come into operation until the imposition of a stamp 

duty in British Columbia. 
4, The power given to companies to empower any person as their attorney to execute deeds on their 
behalf in any place not situate in the United Kingdom, shall not apply to the execution of deeds in 
British Columbia, and shall include a power to empower an attorney as aforesaid to execute deeds in 
the United Kingdom. 

5. That the reports to be made to, and the powers and duties vested in and imposed upon the Board 
of Trade by the said Acts, shall be vested in and imposed upon the Attorney-General of British 
Columbia until some other person or authority shall be nominated by the Governor for the time being, 
of British Columbia. R 

6. That until some other person or authority shall be nominated as aforesaid, the Attorney-General 
of British Columbia shall be the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies. 

That the aforesaid “The Court” in the said Acts defined shall mean the Supreme Court of Civil 

Justice of British Columbia. 
~ That the “official liquidator” in the 88th section of the said Act, particularly mentioned shall be in 
ple case appointed by the said Supreme Court of Civil Justice of British Columbia. 
at the seyeral powers by the said Act vested in the Lord Chancellor of Great Britain, shall be 
vested in the Judge of the Supreme Court of Civil Justice of British Columbia, who may make all 
tules which the Lord Chancellor of Great Britain is by the said Acts empowered to make, such rules 
when made, to be approved of by the Governor for the time being of British Columbia. 

That any person may be appointed by the Judge of the Supreme Court of Civil Justice of British 
Columbia to act as a special commissioner to take evidence. 

Notices by the said Acts required to be published in the London, Edinburgh, and Dublin Gazettes, 
shall be published in the official Gazette of British Columbia. 

The fees to be paid under the said Acts shall be paid by the person receiving the same into the 
Treasury of British Columbia. 

y; This Act may be cited for all purposes as the “ British Columbia Joint. Stock Companies’ 

ct, 1859.” 

Issued under the Public Seal of the said Colony, at Victoria, Vancouver Island, this tenth 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine, in the twenty-third year of 
Her Majesty’s reign, by me, 

James Dovetas. (t.s.) 

By Command of his Excellency. 

Wituiam A. G. Youne, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


GoD sAVE THE QUEEN. 


No. 31. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dove.as, C.B., to his Grace the 
Duxe of NEwcasTLe. 


(No. 240.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, December 22, 1859. 
My Lorp DuKE, (Received February 14, 1860.) 

I wave the honour of transmitting herewith for your Grace’s information the copy 
of a Proclamation issued on the 2nd day of December instant, imposing a charge of 14s. 
per ton on all goods transported or taken from New Westminster to any place in British 
Columbia, to be paid by the carrier of the goods to the collector of Her Majesty’s 
customs at New Westminster. | 


2. This is simply a revenue Act, intended to raise a fund to be applied to the opening 
and improvement of the navigation in the Fraser and Harrison Rivers, and especially to 


the removal of an extensive shoal in the latter, which renders it impassable by the river . 


steam vessels for a great part of the year. 


3. The tax has not excited the smallest feeling of discontent even among the proprie- 
tors of steam vessels, who are acquainted with its object, and expect to derive many 
advantages from the improvement of the navigation. 

I have, &c. 

His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

&c. &c. &c. Governor, 


BritisH 
Cotumsta. 
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Enclosure in No. 31. ; ’ 
(No. 16.) PROCLAMATION. “th 
By his Excellency James Doveras, Companion of the most Honourable Order of the Bath, ‘ 


Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty’s Colony of British Columbia, and its — 


Dependencies. 


Wuereas, by virtue of an Act of Parliament made and passed in the 21st and 22nd years of the reign 
of Her most Gracious Majesty the Queen, and by a Commission under the Great Seal of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in conformity therewith I, James Douglas, Governor of the 
Colony of British Columbia, have been authorized by Proclamation issued under the Public Seal of 
the said Colony, to make laws, institutions, and ordinances, for the peace, order, and good government 
of the same. 

And whereas it is expedient to raise further revenue for the purpose of opening and improving the 
communications, navigation, and roads in British Columbia. 

Now, therefore, I do hereby declare, proclaim, and enact as follows ‘ 

That the following monies and tolls shall be levied on all wares, goods, and merchandise, carried in 
British Columbia from the Ist of January 1860 :— 

Twelve shillings for every ton of wares, goods, and merchandise transported or taken from New 
Westminster to any place in British Columbia. . 

The said twelve shillings per ton shall be paid by the person proposing to take away or transport 
any wares, goods, or merchandise aforesaid to Her Majesty’s Collector of Customs at New Westminster, 
before taking away or transporting any such wares, goods or merchandise from New Westminster 
aforesaid. 

The ton aforesaid shall be calculated where the wares, goods, and merchandise are of a character 
generally estimated by admeasurement by admeasurement, and in all other cases by weight. 

Whenever any wares, goods, or merchandise shall be proposed to be carried or transported from New 
Westminster as aforesaid, by any common carrier, either by land or water, whether on his own account. 
or on account of any other person, the tolls and monies aforesaid shall be levied on and payable by the 
common carrier aforesaid. 

Any person wilfully evading or attempting to evade the payment of the same, shall be fined treble the 
amount of toll, or any sum not exceeding 1002, at the discretion of the magistrate. ‘ 

Any penalty under this Act may be recovered and enforced before any magistrate in British Columbia 
in a summary way. ; ) 

Issued under the Public Seal of the said Colony, at Victoria, Vancouver Island, this Tenth 
day of December 1859, in the ‘Twenty-third year of Her Majesty’s Reign, by me, 
James Dovcias. (1s.) 


’ 
- 


By command of his Excellency. 
Wititiam A. G. Youne, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Gop SAVE THE QUEEN. 





No. 32. 
Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas, C.B., to his Grace the 


Duke of NEWCASTLE. 


(No. 241.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, December 23, 1859. 
(Received February 14, 1860.) 
My Lorp DukKE, (Answered No. 12, February 28, 1860, page 108.) 


I nave the honour of transmitting herewith, at the request of Colonel Moody, the 
accompanying copy of a communication from him respecting the portions of land which 
it may be desirable to reserve in Burrard’s Inlet for naval purposes, and to inform your 
Grace that I will immediately enter into communication with Admiral Baynes on the 
subject, and will direct the Commissioner of Lands and Works to make such reserves for 
naval purposes as the former officer may deem expedient. 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

&c. &c. &e. Governor. 


Enclosure in No 32. 


Sr, New Westminster, December 13, 1859. 
Persons are now beginning to apply for lands on Burrard’s Inlet, and as that port has been 
deemed by naval authorities to be of considerable naval importance, partly in consequence of its close 
proximity to this city and the river Fraser, | have the honour to submit that it is of immediate 
consequence to communicate with the Admiral Commanding-in-Chief, fortunately now at Esquimalt, 
that he may be pleased to express his opinions as to the portions it is desirable should be reserved for 
naval requirements. e 
I should feel obliged by your causing a copy of this letter to be forwarded for the information of the 
Secretary of State. 
I have, &e. 
His Excellency Governor Douglas. ; (Signed) R. C. Moony, 
Colonel. 
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No. 33. 
Cory of DESPATCH from.Governor Doue.as, C.B., to his Grace the 


Duke of NEWCASTLE. 


(No. 1.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, January 9, 1860. 
My Lorp Doxe, (Received March 5, 1860.) 

_ I wave the honour to transmit herewith, for your Grace’s information, a report, 
with maps, of a journey made by Lieutenant Palmer, R.E., from Fort Hope to Fort 
Colvile in September 1859. 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &c. &c. Governor, 


Enclosure in No. 33. 


Royal Engineer Camp, New Westminster, 
Sir, British Columbia, Nov. 23, 1859. 

In obedience to instructions furnished me by Captain R. M. Parsons, R.E., I hasten to lay 
before you a short report, topographical and otherwise, on the country between Fort Hope on the 
Fraser and Fort Colville on the Columbia River. 

I deem it the better plan, and one calculated to give youas much information as a hurried reconnais- 
sance can develope, to describe separately each day’s journey, dwelling on such points of interest as 
presented themselves on the route, and embracing as much minutix as a simple and rapid topographical 
-report will admit of. 

With the assistance of an excellent chronometer and a sextant I was enabled to fix the astronomical 
positions of nearly all my camps, the longitudes having reference to the Royal Engineer observatory 
at this place. 

The Rerit is accompanied by a geographical map on the scale of five English miles to one inch of 
the route, and the country in its vicinity, and a table is annexed showing the latitudes and longitudes 
of my camps, their approximate altitudes in feet above the sea level, as determined by aneroidal 
observations, their distances from one another, and their respective availabilities, for wood, water, &c. 

I beg further to state that I took the liberty of furnishing Mr. Begbie, Chief Justice of British 
Columbia, (who travelled part of the way with me) with the approximate latitudes of a few of our 
camps, as a means of guiding him in the construction of a reconnaissance sketch of the route from 
Fort Hope to Fort Kamloops. 

It being too late by the time my work was completed to recross the Cascade mountains I took the 
Columbia River route to Portland, crossing thence to Olympia, jand reached this place on the 4th 
instant. Since, however, I am anxious to lay this report before you as quickly as possible, I shall 
have the honour to afford you further information in a second report with reference to personal 
instructions. 

In conclusion, I take this opportunity to acknowledge the kindness and courtesy of Mr. Angus 
McDonald, of the Hudson Bay Company, who furnished me with horses from Fort Hope to Fort 
Colville, and gave me much local and general information about the country, on which, from his great 
experience and long residence in this part of the world, I feel assured every reliance is to be placed. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) H. Spencer Pater, 
Colonel R. C. Moody, R.E. Lieutenant Royal Engineers. 
| &e. &e. 


P.S.—November 24th. I have the honour further to annex to my report a map on a scale of 20 
miles to one inch of such portions of British Columbia as have been already surveyed and explored 
by the Royal Navy and Royal Engineers. 

This map has been prepared with the view of indicating the relative positions of the inlets on the 
coast and the inhabited portions of British Columbia, also in illustration of the upinions expressed in 
the military section of my report. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) H. S. Patmer, 
Lieutenant Royal Engineers. 


Cory or Instructions. 


Sir, New Westminster, September 8, 1859. 
You will proceed from New Westminster to Fort Hope, attach yourself there to a party of 

gentlemen in the Hudson Bay Company’s Service under the command of Mr. Angus McDonald, and 
travel with them to Fort Colville. 

The object of your mission is to gain information on the country lying between Fort Hope and 
the 49th parallel of latitude, where it meets the route to Fort Colville. 

To this end you will freely communicate with Mr. McDonald, a gentleman of great information, 
who has travelled much in this country, and is kindly disposed to assist your inquiries. 

L 3 
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: Britisu You will take with you such instruments as are necessary to determine a few positions astro- 
CoLumeBiA. nomically, and to establish the general course of your route. 
—— As it is not practicable for me to give you detailed instructions as to what objects most merit 


your attention in a region of which we know so little, I confide in your habits of observation, impressing 
Lpon you the necessity of keeping full notes of your journey, and of the general nature and result 
of your inquiries, day by day. 

: It seems desirable that you should note daily the hours of your travel, and estimate the distances 
accomplished; this will assist you in confining your descriptions of the topography of the region 
within their proper limits. ks 

In describing the general features of the country I request you will pay attention to the followin 
oints :— ie 
: From Fort Hope to Manson Mountain, is there any land available for agriculture; describe carefully 
the route across Manson Mountain; does it appear to be a continuous range joining Mount Baker; 

: is it densely wooded; what is its geological formation and the general bearing of its crest; inquire if 

there are more passes than one; could the trail be carried round the mountain on either flank; between 

what months is the mountain covered with snow; is the route then impracticable; is there any eligible 
site for a military post on the frontier slope, or anywhere near the pass with which a communication 
could be kept open throughout the year? 

Describe the Similkameen Valley; its adaptability to settlement; if inhabited by Indians state how 
they live, and if they have in any way cultivated the soil; is there any building material to be found 
in the valley; is fuel abundant; is it so open that it can be crossed on horseback in any direction at 
will; is there any position on the plain, or near the confines of it in our territory, where a post could 

~ be established that would command the routes to British Columbia from Washington Territory; 
what access is there to this plain from Fort. Thompson; is any trail known from Fort Langley or 
Whatcormby ? 4, 

Describe the Tulameen and Similkameen Rivers and their banks. ' 

You will describe, as far as practicable, the geological formation of the country through which you 
pass, noting carefully if you meet with it the locality of a change from trappean to stratified rocks ; 
out-cropping rocks on the plains should be paid attention to, river banks inspected, and the character 
of boulders and detritus given. 

\ Astronomical observations are requested to be made, as frequently as possible, at points on your 
route that can hereafter be readily recognized; among them [ would suggest the point where the 
route first crosses the Tulameen River; the junction of that river with the Similkameen and some 
point on the plain near the 49th parallel. : 

The bearings on your route will be determined with the prismatic compere also the courses of the 
rivers as far as possible. Observations should be taken to conspicuous hills and up valleys, especially 
from the points fixed astronomically. It will be desirable if you can employ the Aneroid barometer 
for altitudes. . os 

You will not stay at Fort Colville longer than is necessary, but make arrangements to return to 
head-quarters in the quickest and most economical manner; to this end you will consult Mr. McDonald, 
who is certain to render you valuable assistance. : 

On your return you will frame your report to the officer commanding with the least possible delay. 

> I have &e. iy 
(Signed) R. M. Parsons, : 
Ra Captain R. E. commanding. 


Lieutenant Palmer, R.E. 


Rerort on the Country between Fort. Hope on the Fraser and Fort Colville on the Columbia River, 
by Lieutenant H. Spencer Patmer, Royal Engineers. . 


| : Part 1.—TorocGrarHicaLt JOURNAL. 


September 9th to 16th.—In compliance with my imstructions I left New Westminster on the 9th 
of September last, and after a somewhat tedious trip reached Fort Hope on the morning of the 11th. 

Unfortunately the weather during my stay there was anything but favourable for astronomical obser- 
vations, but I succeeded in obtaining sufficient to verify previous results and to afford me a good 
chronometer rate. The position of Fort Hope, and the principal natural features of the country in its - 
vicinity, have probably been already so well made known, that it appears unnecessary to enter into any 
minutize respecting them. . 

I may, however, state that the fort stands on the left bank of the Fraser, in lat. 49° 22’ 21” N., long. 
121° 24’ 39” W., about 85 miles by water above New Westminster. ‘The only means of access to it from 
the lower country at present existing are two, viz., the steamer route on the Fraser, practicable for 
powerful vessels at all seasons, and a trail from Whatcom* cut last year by miners, which passes to the 
southward of Langley, and, joing the Fraser 50 miles above, follows up its left bank to Fort Hope. *~ 

‘The site of the town and fort is m the heart of the mountains, not the Main Cascade Range, but spurs 
from six ridges parallel to it, which extend down either bank of the river for some 15 miles and 
upwards for a much greater distance. 

The river Coquahalla, which rises in the Cascades, has a general westerly direction from seven miles 
above its mouth downwards, and, taking a bend to the N.W., 14 miles behind the town, empties into 
the Fraser 2} miles above it. 

!t is in the embouchure of the valley of this river that the town of Hope is situated, and up this 
vailey runs the route which forks to Manson’s Mountain and Boston Bar, the former an old Hudson 
Bay trail, the latter cut this summer by a party of Royal Engineers, under the direction of Captain 
Lempriere, R.E. 

_ The most prominent mountain visible from Fort Hope is Ogilvie’s Peak, bearing N. 58 E. (true) and 
distant four or five miles in an air line. A glimpse’ can occasionally be had in clear weather of the 
summit of Manson Mountain, bearing N. 88° i, a bearing 1 afterwards found to correspond pre- 





* Whatcom is a town in American territory situated on the Gulf of Georgia. 
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cisely with an observation for latitude obtained near that point, and which gave me great confidence in 
the accuracy of my results. 

September 17.—On the 17th of September I left Fort Hope, in company with Mr. Angus M‘Donald, 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and commenced my journey up the Coquahalla Valley. 
’ Mr. Begbie, Chief Justice of British Columbia, Mr. Bushby, Registrar, and Mr. O’Reilly, J.P. 
who were travelling to Fort Kamloops on judicial business, accompanied our party on foot. 

Taking a general easterly direction our route up the valley for the first three miles passed through 
a country level and lightly timbered, and covered in places with an abundance of brush and young 
trees. 

The soil appeared somewhat sandy and light, but good for farming, and this portion of the valley is 
as well irrigated as any land (that is capable of cultivation) I have met with in British Columbia. 

‘Three miles east of Fort Hope two conical hills, from 600 to 800 feet high, obstruct the otherwise 
generally straight course of the river, and have forced it to find a passage between them and the moun- 
tain mass skirting the southern limits of the valley. To avoid this unnecessary circuit, the trail crosses 
the Coquahalla 14 miles from Hope, and, leaving it to the right, follows the level country to the base of 
the first hill. Near this spot lies a pretty little lake, to which I could see no outlet or inlet, and which 
was apparently fed by springs and the drainage from the mountains. ‘Towering above its opposite 
shores were the steep rocky cliffs of “ Ogilvie’s” and adjacent peaks so close as to be clearly reflected 
in the dark still water of the lake, and a tiny cascade stealing down the crooked crannies of the moun- 
tain with a scarcely perceptible motion added to the picturesque beauty of the spot. 


Leaving the lake, we crossed the two conical hills before us, and rejoined the Coquahalla three miles 
further on. While traversing the southern slope of the second of these two hills Mr. M‘Donald drew 
my attention to what was apparently a large defile in the mountain range, bearing S.E. about 20 miles, 
‘and leading, as far as I could judge at that distance, through the main Cascade Range eastward. 

That part of the country having never yet been explored, this opinion is simply a matter of conjec- 
ture. Much yet remains to be done in order to discover some more feasible pass to our possessions 
-east of the Cascades than that afforded by Manson Mountain, and it is the opinion of many old resi- 
dents in the country that passes do exist, which have yet to be explored, south of the present one, but, 
at the same time, north of the boundary of British North America. 


After rejoining the Coquahalla we travelled along its night bank for about one, mile, and then, 
leaving the Boston Bar trail trending north, up the valley of the river, we crossed to its left bank a 
mle west of the foot of the most prominent spur from the Manson Range. On arrival at the foot of 
this spur, we commenced the ascent on the southern slope in a direction parallel, or nearly so, to its 
crest, leaving the mass of the mountain intervening between us and the Coquahalla. Here the road, 
which thus far had been tolerably good, deteriorated to an extent anything but pleasant, a rude, 
tocky track wound its way along the steep sides of the mountain over hundreds of fallen logs and 
amongst masses of fragmentary rock that have from time to time been detached from the pre- 
cipices above, and, on attaining a higher elevation, mud, one of the few disagreeables of a mountain 
journey in the Cascades, and deep enough to debar any but Indian horses from forcing their way 
through it, rendered travelling a matter of considerable difficulty, and added a scarcely agreeable feature 

to a landscape already somewhat limited. | 
_ Six miles of this travelling brought us to the first camping place, where a slight opening in the woods 
enabled me to discover the features of the country through which the latter part of our route had lain. 


We appeared to have been travelling up a mountain pass walled in by two slightly converging spurs 
from the Manson Range, whose slopes, although separated at the opening of the pass by a considerable 
space, here meet and form a rocky defile, down the bed of which a swift brook forces its way, and, fed 

- on its passage by numerous small streams and waterfalls, swells to the magnitude of a mountain torrent, 
and rushes ito the Coquahalla a short distance below the point where we last crossed. 

To the east I saw towering above us the steep portion of the main Manson Range, over which lay 
our to-morrow’s journey, its crest running nearly North and South, and connecting the two spurs 
above mentioned. 

This evening, the weather being beautifully clear, I was enabled to take stellar observations for 
latitude and departure, a piece of good fortune I had not anticipated, as the latter part of our route 
had been too densely wooded to admit of observing anywhere but in the slightly open place selected 
for our camping ground. 

Wood and water were of course abundant, but the horses had to be fed on barley brought for the 
purpose, there being no grass in the neighbourhood or indeed anywhere on the mountain slopes. 

September 18.—We rose at dawn, and soon commenced the laborious ascent of the mountain by a 
zig-zag trail, very steep and rocky, but, fortunately for ourselves and the horses, free from mud. 

_ After struggling up this difficult mountain path for an hour and a half we reached the summit of 
the pass, the magnificient view from which fully compensates the traveller for the labour of the 
ascent. 

Looking north, south, and east, the view embraced mountain scenery of a description scarcely 
to be surpassed. 

As far as the eye could reach, an endless sea of mountains rolled away into blue distance, their 
sides clothed almost to the summits with an impenetrable forest of every species of pine, and their 

peaks and recesses lit up by the rays of the early sun, too early yet to lighten the gloomy valley 
below us. 

Here and there a rugged naked peak towered up in bold relief some 1,000 feet or more above the 
summits of the adjacent ranges, spotted with occasional patches of snow in crevices never perhaps 
penetrated by the sunlight, and so complete was the net-work of mountains in which we were en- 
veloped, that the question of “How we were ever to get out of them,” which naturally occurred, 
appeared to me somewhat difficult of solution. 

Looking west, the view of the Fraser valley was obstructed by the spurs between which we had 
travelled yesterday afternoon, and the only signs of its whereabouts were developed by a break in the 
otherwise interminable mountain mass. . 
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I endeayoured while on the summit to form as good an idea of the topography of the region as the 
time I spent there would admit of. 

East of where I stood, and about five miles distant in an air line runs a mountain mass, bearing more 
resemblance to a range than the rest, whose summits are somewhat higher than those of the surround- 
ing ridges, and the general direction of its crest about N.N.E. 

From the fact of its being the dividing ridge between the tributaries of the lower Fraser and those 
of the Columbia I entertain no doubt that this is the backbone of the Cascade Range, but so undefined 
are its general features, and so remarkable is the absence of any prominent and distinguishing snow 
capped peaks, such as are visible from the “Dalles,” and by which one may determine the general 
bearing of a range, that it is a matter of extreme difficulty to follow its direction with the eye for more 
than a few miles. 

Apparently it forked with the Manson Range about 10 miles south of where I stood, but beyond 
that all traces of its direction were lost. 

I was not able to see Mount Baker, but from general appearances and its known position I am of 
opinion that the network of mountains constituting thé dividing range maintains a general south-south- 
westerly direction till it unites with that peak. 

Between me and the main ridge was a deep glen or forest bottom, not free from mountains, it is true, 
but nevertheless a valley, down which pours in a considerable stream one of the head tributaries of the 
Coquahalla, uniting with itin about 49° 35’ north latitude, near northern extremity of the Manson 
Range. ‘ 

TH closing my description of this mountain I may mention that the snow which in winter falls 
to a depth of from 25 to 30 feet on its summit, renders the route impracticable for at least seven months 
in the year, and dangerous before the 1st of June or after the 1st of October. 

Mr. McLean of the Hudson Bay Company, who crossed in 1857 or 1858, on the 16th of October 
had a very disastrous trip, and lost 60 or 70 horses in the snow. 

Traces of their deaths are still visible, and in riding over the mountain, and more particularly on 
its eastern slope, my horse frequently shied at the whitened bones of some one of the poor animals, 
who had broken down in the sharp struggle with fatigue and hunger, and been left to perish where 
he lay. 

After riding along the summit in a southerly direction for a couple of hundred yards, we commenced 
the descent of the eastern slope, an undertaking which was accomplished with considerable difficulty, 
owing to the rocky and dangerous nature of the trail, and its extreme steepness in places, and I was 
not sorry to reach a tolerably level forest bottom 1,100 feet below the summit, filled though it was with 
an impassable mud of black decomposed vegetable matter, and a net-work of thick-growing and ob- 
structive timber. 

The trail follows this bottom for about five miles in a general south-south-easterly direction, a 
distance it took us 3} hours to travel, and then plunging into a deep glen crosses the previously 
mentioned tributary of the Coquahalla. 

The western slope of the dividing ridge falls almost perpendicularly into this stream, and though 
less muddy than those of Manson Mountain, and tolerably free from rock, except in places where 
huge masses of débris detached from the summit have found a lodgment on the side of the hill, it is if 
anything steeper than the latter, though not so trying to animals. 

The mountain sides are plentifully clothed with a forest of spruce fir trees of inconsiderable 
dimensions, and brush appears scarcer than heretofore. 

The trail winds up the face of a huge spur from the mountain mass, jutting out in a south-westerly 
direction, and, steep though it was, our horses appeared to ascend with much greater ease than they 
did on the rocky muddy slopes of Manson’s Mountain. 

In two hours a considerable decrease in the density of the forest, and the appearance of short grass 
and mountain heather told me were nearing the summit; the timber shortly almost entirely disappeared, 
and as both men and horses were by this time tired, we camped towards evening in a pretty sheltered 
spot 600 feet below the summit known as the “ Campment du Chevreiul.” 

At this camp No. 2 (19 miles by trail from No. 1), water and firewood are abundant, and grass, 
though by no means plentiful, grows on the neighbouring slopes in quantities sufficient to afford 
subsistance for horses. 

Its name is likely to disappoint the expectations of the hungry traveller, as deer are very scarce, but 
white ptarmigan abound, and some of these birds which were shot by our Indians and broiled over the 
camp fire, made an excellent supper after our weary day’s march. 

It is here that Mr. Fraser met his death by a tree falling on him when asleep, and within a few yards 
of the spot where we had pitched our tent; a neat pile of rough hewn logs mark his lonely grave. 

September 19th.—The day broke misty and cold, and afforded no great promise of an extensive view 
from the summit. I started early that I might have as much time there as possible, and reached the 
highest practicable point about half an hour after leaving camp. 

The appearance of the mountain scenery at this hour was most singular. 

The thick morning mist, rolling swiftly along in light, fleecy, but opaque masses, entirely 
obscured the valley below us, and revealing only a few lofty peaks of the adjacent ranges appeared to 
isolate us from the rest of the world. 

Yielding to the rising sun, it ere long began gradually to lift; the peaks in turn became one by one 
concealed, and before I left the spot the whole had clear away, revealing to the north, south, and west 
the same lofty crests and ridges, and the same interminable sea of mountains that I had admired yester- 
day morning from the western summit. 

‘o the east, however, the scene was different. ‘True, the country was pretty closely packed with 
mountains, but unlike the bold and rugged outlines of the Cascade range, their slopes and summits 
were more soft and rounded in appearance ; indications were to be seen of extensive salipesbebly fertile 
valleys, and tapering away in the far distance, the mountains seemed gradually to diminish their pro- 
portions, and to subside into rolling hills with grassy and scantily timbered slopes. 

I was again disappointed in not seeing Mount Baker, as I had hoped the superior elevation of this 
range would have afforded me a much more extensive view to the southward. 
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I obtained, however, a bearing of S. 64° E. to a remarkable conical peak, which cannot fail to be re- 
eognized, and which affords an excellent land-mark to any one desirous of forming a general idea of the 
topography and limits of this portion of British Columbia. . 

na region like this the grand pr@portions of the mountains are calculated to deceive the eye very 
much with respect to distance, and the transparency of the atmosphere materially assists the delusion 
when an object is viewed from the summit of arange. From its bearing, however, and probable distance, 
I conjecture it would be very close to the 49th parallel. I afterwards found that it is situated on 
borders of the southern portion of the Similkameen valley, near the junction of that river and the 
Okanagan, and as it transpired that the parallel cuts its northern slope, I named it “ Mount Forty- 
‘© nine.” 

At Mr. M‘Donald’s suggestion I gave the mountain we stood on the Gaelic name “ Stuchd-a choiré,” 
from a beautiful “ choiré” or recess situated about half way down its eastern slope. 

On the summit, and invisible except from the rocks immediately surrounding it, lies a pretty seques- 
tered little lake, guarded by one solitary stunted oak, and lower down on the eastern slope is a larger 
one, on whose banks, there being plenty of firewood, travellers from the eastward frequently camp. 

The “Campment du Chevreuil” is, however, the usual camping place going westward. About 
10 a.m., the horses having arrived, we commenced our journey down the eastern slope of “ Stuchd-a 
* choiré,” a matter easily accomplished owing to the gradual nature of the descent. 

Singularly enough this ridge, while separating the waters of the Fraser tributaries from those of the 
Columbia, seems also to draw a dividing line between the characteristic features of the country. 

In the tract upon which we were now entering grass seemed more beautiful than heretofore, the forest 
less dense, and the trees of diminished proportions; in lieu of soft vegetable mould a firm soil of sand 
and clay rendered travelling far easier and more pleasant; and brush which during the last two days’ 
journey had been so dense as almost to preclude the possibility of avoiding occasional obstructions on 
the trail, now so nearly disappeared as to admit of deviation at will. 

After descending some 800 feet from the summit, we struck a small stream fed by still smaller forks 
pranching off into ravines and clefts in the hills. ‘These are the head waters of the ‘‘Tulameen,” the 
main tributary of the Similkameen River. 

A low range of hills varying from 500 to 1,000 feet in height skirt the valley or rather the glen of 
this mountain torrent, which for the first 10 miles has a general direction of E. by N., and the trail runs 
on its left bank, at an undulating level over the low spurs from the range. 

For the first seven or eight miles the road, though excellent for travel, passed through a forest of 
small burnt timber, and the scarred and blackened trunks, devoid of foliage, presented a dreary and 
monotonous landscape. 

I passed on my journey through several similar tracts of greater or less extent, but I think the moun- 
tain spurs and rocks and the bends of the rivers form, as a general rule, impediments to the spread of 
the fires, which confine them within reasonable limits, and prevent their effects from being so devastating 
as one might imagine. 

About 12 miles by trail from the point were we first struck it, the Tulameen takes a long sweep to the 
northward, and crossing it here at a ford where it was about 15 yards broad and 18 inches deep, we 
camped on the opposite bank. ‘This camp, designated No. 3, is about 15 miles by the trail from the 
“ Campment du Chevreuil,” and contains an abundance of firewood and water. The horses were driven 
across the river again to feed, but as grass was very scarce they had to pick what thely could from the 
wild vetches and other plants, on which Indian animals alone can subsist. 

September 20th.—Commeneed cloudy and cold with light rain. 

From the point where we were camped the Tulameen takes a large horse-shoe bend to the north- 
ward, resuming its easterly course about 10 miles from us,in a straight line near the completion of the 
shoe. ‘The bend is filled up by an elevated plateau 1,000 feet high, whence numberless low, sharp, 
broken spurs jut out in every direction towards the stream. 

Over this plateau lay our to-day’s journey, the trail taking this route to avoid the long detour made 
py the ‘Tulameen. 

Four miles travel in a north-easterly direction up a steep defile, between two of the spurs, brought us 
to the summit, and we emerged on a large open undulating down, where the timber nearly disappeared, 
and was replaced by quantities of yellow furze and mountain heath. 

On a clear day the view from this plain must be very extensive. Now, however, the atmosphere in 
the west was too thick and cloudy to afford us a glimpse of “ Stuchd-a choiré,” through the snowy 
Cascade Peaks to the south, and “ Mount Forty-nine” in the south-eastern horizon were just visible at 
times. 

Preserving a general north-easterly direction we continued our journey across the plateau. The soil 
became very peaty and the trail rocky in some places, though generally good for travel. Ponds and 
marshes frequently occurred, grass in the latter growing to a considerable height, though on the drier 
portions of the plain it was scarcely long enough for a horse to nibble at, and five miles from the com- 
mencement of the plateau timber (fir) again became plentiful. A short way further on a trail from 
* Whatcom,” cut last year by miners anxious to reach “Thompson River,” forks with that on which we 
were now travelling. 

On the exact route it takes, or the extent to which it is practicable for travel, I could collect no 
reliable information; but I believe it crosses the cascades in the vicinity of the parallel, aud is gene- 
rally a better trail than that over Manson Mountain.* At 2 p.m., after a short day’s journey, we 
camped near the eastern extremity of the plateau, on the borders of a small, nearly circular, lake, 
half a mile in diameter, where wood was plentiful, and grass just sufficient for the horses to subsist on. 
In the evening a storm of snow and sleet gave us reason to congratulate ourselves on having snug 
tents and good camp fires; but as the sky remained overcast during the whole of our stay here, I was 
unfortunately prevented from taking any astronomical observations. 

September 21.—The morning broke, cold, raw, and muggy; and the snow, which was some four or 





* Possibly it passes through the defile observed from the conical hill in the * Coquahalla” valley. Its direction would suggest that 
idea. 
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five inches deep, and still continuing to fall, scarcely contributed to the general comfort. of either 
ourselves or our animals. } 


We decided not to move till the storm was over, which the Indians told us would be about noon, and 


their prediction proved correct; as shortly after that hour the snow ceased, the sky brightened, and 
we started as quickly as possible, anxious to reach the “‘Campment des Femmes” before nightfall. - 


We travelled this afternoon in a general north-easterly direction over a tract of country, lightly 


timbered and grassy on the uplands, but heavily timbered im the valleys. ity 

The trail alternately rose and fell over a succession of low and rather precipitous ranges of hills, 
amongst the recesses of which the noisy waters of numerous small rivulets wind their tortuous paths, 
and uniting here and there in considerable streams force their way to various points on the ‘Tulameen. 

At 4.30 we reached the summit of the final steep descent of 600 feet to the river. 

Immediately below us the “’Tulameen,” now swelled to the proportions of a river, whose course from 
the westward could be distinctly traced, takes along stretch to the south-eastward, while running north. 
Opposite the spot where we stood extends a broad thickly timbered valley leading to the Nicholas 
Lake, and thence to Fort Kamloops. ' 

Descending the hill we shortly reached the river, and leaving the Kamloops trail to our left tra- 
versed the right bank for a few hundred yards. ‘Then, crossing at a ford, readily distinguishable, we 
pitched our tents at the “Campment des Femmes,” so named from a custom prevalent among Indians 
en route for Fort Hope of leaving their women and children here while they perform the journey 
across the mountains. efor 

The fine evening, and its position in a mild and pleasant valley, made camp 5 contrast agreeably 
with our last night’s quarters, and some tolerable bunch grass afforded the horses a better meal than 
they had had since leaving Fort Hope. ‘The stars, too, soon shone out, and with their assistance 1 was 
enabled to fix a point of considerable importance in connexion with the objects of my journey. 


September 22. A fine clear morning. At this camp we bade good-bye to Mr. Begbie and party, 
who took the northern trail to Kamloops. 

We followed the valley of the “Tulameen” in a general south-easterly direction along a level 
grassy river bottom rather scantily timbered and deyoid of brush. 

These bottoms vary in width from one-eighth to half of a mile, and the meanderings of the river 
cause them to alternate pretty regularly from side to side. ‘The trail is generally good, but projecting 
rocky points and occasional slides from the mountains on our left now and then rendered travelling 
unpleasant. In one or two places the mountain spurs jutted precipitously into the river, and a rude 
rocky trail across the first practicable ledge would form the only means of access from bottom to 
bottom. : 

At mid-day we reached a point where the river takes a considerable bend to the south south-eastward, 
and to avoid the detour the trail passes to the eastward over a portion of the mountain range som 
1,000 feet above the valley. . 

From the summit of this hill the country assumes a perfectly different character. 

Bunch grass of excellent quality, probably the best known grazing food for cattle and horses, occurs 
everywhere in great quantities, forest land disappears from the slopes and gives way to a park-like 
country prettily ornamented with trees of somewhat inferior growth; the river instead of roaring 
through caverns and mountain bluffs is now bordered by low and easily accessible banks, and the eye 
of the traveller so long accustomed to the dull monotony of the forest dwells with pleasure on 
considerable tracts of prairie land in the valleys before him. 

The everlasting mountains, it is true, do not disappear, but their rounded grassy slopes contrast 
favourably with the thick forest growth or bleak desolation of the western ranges, and though their 
summits tower up to considerable heights, the gradual nature of the slopes eliminates the rugged, 
unprepossessing, and inaccessible appearance so peculiar to the cascade region. 

mmediately below us lay a large scantily timbered plain formed by the confluence of four con- 
siderable valleys. J*rom the south a long tortuous line of willow and other trees marked the course of 
the “ Similkameen,” which rises in the mountains near the 49th parallel, and forks with the “ Tulameen” 
in this plain. 

The latter river enters from the N.W. and the two when united take an easterly course towards a 
third valley, the narrow entrance to which was plainly visible from our position, while running north 
a fourth, two miles wide, extends far away m the direction pf Fort Kamloops. Up this latter valley 
runs one of the two main routes leading from Washington ‘Territory to Fort Kamloops and the Upper 
Fraser, the other and shortest route past the Great Okanagan Lake lying altogether east of the 
Similkameen. ‘ . 

Descending the hill to the plain we crossed it in an easterly direction, and struck the Similkameen 
a mile below the lorks, and within a few hundred yards of the point where the Kamloops trail unites 
with that on which we were now travelling. 

The junction of the two rivers is named the “ Vermillion Forks,” from the existence in its neigh- 
bourhood of a red clay or ochre, from which the Indians manufacture the vermillion face paint; but 
though I endeavoured to find its whereabouts, being anxious to procure a specimen, my search was 
unsuccessful. 


We camped this evening on the left bank of the Similkameen one mile below the forks, and shortly 
after our arrival were visited by some of the natives of the district. 

‘These were the first mounted Indians I had met with, and I was particularly struck with their vast 
superiority in point of intelligence and energy to the Fish Indians on the Fraser river and in its 
neighbourhood. 

Agriculture, however, is but little known amongst them, and a few potato patches form the extent 
of their progress in this direction. They appear to live chiefly on fish, viz., trout and salmon, on 
game such as wild fowl, prairie chicken, and mountain sheep, and on wild berries, several kinds of 
which, including black and red cherries, abound in the neighbouring valleys. 

lhe greater portion of the tribe were absent when we passed, but those who visited the camp were 

e men, and superb riders, and, though poorly clad, evinced a neatness, and an effort to improve 
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their personal appearance, which contrasts favourably with the dirty, slovenly habits of the Fraser 


Indians. 

The Romish religion is universal amongst them, propagated, I imagine, by the members of the 
Jesuit missions on the borders of Washington territory, and I was not a little surprised to see that, on 
entering camp, they invariably crossed themselves before making the sign of respect or salutation. 
Unlike the gaudy but picturesque native burial grounds which dot the banks of the rivers in the in- 
terior of British Columbia, the graves of these Indians are scattered about singly over the country, 
their wandering habits assigning no fixed place of abode, and a small earthen mound or pile of stones, 
surmounted by a wooden cross, were the only objects that marked the few solitary graves I happened 
to come across on the trip. I should mention that the “Similkameen” Indians are a portion of the 
Okanagan tribe, and speak the same language—one so guttural and unpronounceable as to render it 
almost hopeless for any white man to attempt to acquire a proficiency in it. 

As our fables wanted a day’s rest after their weary mountain journey, I decided to remain two nights 
at Camp 6, and the weather being fine and clear, I was again enabled to take astronomical observations 
From these I obtained a mean latitude of 49° 27’ 42” N., showing a considerable error in all existing 
maps; but I feel confident of the accuracy of the observations, and that any.future survey will verify 
the result“obtained. 

September 24 and 25. ‘The weather continued fine and clear, and we resumed our journey at an early 
hour. Passing over one of the mountain spurs, 300 feet high, at the narrow entrance to the valley, the 
trail descends into a fine prairie, scantily timbered, and containing excellent bunch grass. 

As the valley for the first 37 miles (comprising two days’ travel) exhibits the same general features, 
one description will suffice to afford the necessary information. 

- Like most of the mountain streams, the Similkameen is extremely tortuous, and the prairies, which 
alternate pretty regularly from side to side, vary in width from one-eighth to three-fourths of a mile, 
gradually increasing till towards Camp 8 they attain a breadth in places of a mile. 

The grass is generally of good quality, the prickly pear or ground cactus, the sore enemy to the 
moccassined traveller, being the surest indication of approach to an inferior description. 

Timber is for the most part scarce on the prairies, but coppices appear at the sharp bends of the 
river tolerably well wooded, and abounding in an underbrush of willow and wild cherry, while near the 
base of the mountains it exists in quantities easily procurable, and more than sufficient for the require- 
ments * of any settlers who might at some future time populate the district. 

The soil is somewhat sandy and light, but free from stones, and generally pronounced excellent for 
grazing and farming; and though the drought in summer is great, and irrigation necessary, many 
large portions are already well watered by streams from the mountains, whose fall is so rapid as greatly 
to facilitate such further irrigation as might be required. In corroboration of my expressed opinion re- 
lative to the yielding properties of the soil, | may mention that in spots, through which, perchance, some 
small rivulet or spring wound its way to the river, wild vegetation was most luxuriant, and grass, some 
blades of which I measured out of curiosity, as much as nine feet high, well rounded and firm, and 
a quarter of an inch in diameter at its lower end. 

The river throughout its entire course is confined to a natural bed, the banks being steep enough to 
prevent inundation during the freshets (a favourable omen for agriculture), and its margin is generally 
fringed with a considerable growth of wood of different kinds. 

The mountains skirting either side of the valley are steep and frequently rocky, increasing in altitude 
towards Camp 8, where they attain a height of at least 2,000 feet, and their slopes are plentifully 
clothed with a forest of various descriptions of timber. ‘The trail throughout is generally good, the moun- 
tain spurs at the bends and gorges of the valley, and down which slides frequently occur, being the only 
portions bad for travel, and many of these are avoided by fords, practicable at all seasons of the year. 

Two considerable streams fork with the Similkameen from the south south-west, both of which rise in 
the cascades, or rather in the mountainous region east of the main range and near the 49th parallel. 

The first, named the “ Zloochman,” unites with it about nine miles below “ Vermillion,” and an old 
“ Carral,” near the mouth, admits of its position being easily recognized. A trail follows the river for 
some distance into the mountains, leading to no particular place, and Indian hunters, the original 
makers, are probably the only people who frequent it. 

The second, or “ Na-is-new-low,” river forks about 17 miles further down. Up its valley runs a 
tolerably good trail leading to the mountains near the parallel, and, as this route is both more prac- 
ticable and shorter than that in the “ Zloochman” valley, it has been used this autumn by the United 
States Boundary Commission for transporting eastward the whole of their stores, instruments, &e. 

Several other mountain streams, some of them of considerable size, fork with the ‘‘ Similkameen” 
from the northward and eastwards, but their directions and the positions of their sources are possessed of 
little interest. 

September 26th.-—A fine, mild morning. Travelling along from Camp 8., towards the Keeree- 
maous bend of the “ Similkameen,” the valley gradually widens to upwards of a mile; the prairies 
become more extensive, and the soil richer; timber is chiefly confined to the uplands and banks 
of the river, and the mountains, though undiminished in height, are covered with grass, and assume a 
pretty park-like appearance. 

We soon xeached the bend, distant four miles from Camp 8, where the river changes its direction 
from east to south. Looking southward from the head of the bend is seen a fine open valley 12 miles 
long, varying from 14 to 2 miles in width at its upper and middle portions, and tapering to a narrow 
gorge at its lower extremity. 

he river, after taking a bold sweep, runs along near the foot of a mountain range skirting the 
western edge of the valley, amongst the southernmost of which “ Mount Forty-nine” again comes in 
view, and the trail follows a terrace or bench on the eastern side of the valley some distance from the 
river bank. 

Rich, well irrigated soil, long grass, and luxuriant wild vegetation are the characteristic features of 
this beautiful district, which appears admirably adapted for cultivation, and may in fact be named 
“the Valley of the Similkameen.” 
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We camped to-night at a point near the southern extremity of this valley, where the trail leaves its 
and an observation of Polaris, which gave me a latitude of 49° 03’ 20” north, dispels all doubt as to 
the position of the boundary in reference to the valuable tract through which we had just trayelled. 

September 27th. A wet, chilly, gusty morning, and snow visible on “ Mount Forty-nine” and 
adjacent peaks. 

About four miles from our camp (No. 9), occurs a second bend, commonly known as the “ Big 
Bend” of the Similkameen.” It here resumes it easterly course, passing at the bend through a caiion, 
or mountain defile, and the trail, striking off from the river to the south-eastward, rejoins it below the 
bend at a point nearly one mile south of the boundary. 

An astronomical party of the United States Boundary Commission, and a portion of the escort under 
the command of Lieutenant Camp, U.S.A., were encamped on this spot. ' 

The trail, on leaving Camp 9, passes over a divide in the range of hills bordering on the river, the 
ascent and descent being long and gradual, the land terraced and grassy, and the road good. 

The topography of this district will be better understood by reference to the map, whence it will be 
seen that two trails lead to the “ Osoyoos Lake,” the one passing through the boundary camp, and 
leading to its southern extremity, the other (which we followed) taking a long sweep to the northward 
up another divide in the hills, and then following a south-easterly direction along the margin of the 
lake till it reaches Camp 10. 

Mr. McDonald and | had stayed behind our party to visit the Boundary Camp, giving them orders 
to camp near one of the small lakes in the divide. When we came up, no signs of them were to be 
seen, and nothing but his (Mr. McDonald’s) great experience in tracks, now so nearly obliterated by 
the rain as to be invisible to my unaccustomed eyes, afforded us a clue to the path they had taken, 

It was dusk ere, on turning a sharp corner, the cheerful light of the camp fires revealed the position 
of the party, just as we were beginning to dwell on the unpleasant prospect of spending a supperless, 
blanketless night. 

Camp 10 is situated in latitude 49° 01’ 52” N., at a point on Lake Osoyoos where two long sandy 
bars projecting from either side to nearly the middle of the lake, and connected by a ford, admit of a 
passage across. 

About 44 miles south by east of us are the Okanagan and Similkameen Forks, the valley of the 
latter river, in which we are now camped, running a little to the westward of north. 

Lake Osoyoos is 10 miles long and about 14 miles wide. Between it and the great Okanagan, two 
smaller ones occur, the northernmost between seven and eight miles long, the latter about five, and the 
four are connected by the Okanagan river. , , 

The soil \in this part of the valley is poor and gravelly, though further north the land improves 
greatly in quality. On Osoyoos and the other lakes wild fowl are very numerous, and partridges and 

rairie chickens abound in the valley; grass is plentiful, timber scarce, and for the first time since 
eaving Fort Hope we missed the cheerful aspect of a blazing log in front of the tent door. 

September 28.— To-day was cold but fine. We started late, having but a short day’s journey before 
us, and crossing the lake at the ford, travelled three miles in a south-easterly direction along its 
margin. ‘The trail here takes to the eastward, following a long and gentle ascent up a divide in the 
Okanagan Range. 

We took this route and camped five miles up the divide on a small stream which runs into the 
Osoyoos Lake a short distance south of where we left it. 

September 30 to October 2.—As nearly the whole of the remainder of the route is in American 
territory, a general outline of the features of the country will be as much as is necessary. 

The trail, on leaving Camp 11 (which is in latitude 48° 58’ 59” N.), runs a little north’of east up 
the divide we had already commenced ascending. ‘The slope is gradual, the trail good, the land 
terraced and covered with excellent round bunch grass, timber plentiful (viz. larch, pine, and aspen), 
and the soil of excellent quality. The summit 2,850 feet above the level of the sea commands a 
fine view of the Cascade Mountains west of the Similkameen, extending north and south, and 
affording the usual ocular illusion of ranges perpendicular to the line of vision. Looking east, the 
eye takes in an immense tract of country, more or less mountainous and intesected by windin 
valleys, embracing the Pend d’Oreilles and Cour d’Aleur countries, and the unexplored regions a. 
of the British Frontier. 

It is difficult in a country so extremely mountainous to form a good idea of the bearings and 
extent of the different ranges. 

It appeared to me, however, from present and subsequent observation, that this divide, after cutting 
through the Okanagan Range, also separates part of a broad extensive chain intersected in a tortuous 
line by the valley of the N-whoy-al-pit-kwu River, and thence passing eastward along the parallel 


‘to Fort Sheppard, near which point it is divided by the Columbia; thence north of the Pend 


d’Oreilles country, and nearly at right angles to the well-known Bitter Root Range, till it is lost 
amid the towering peaks of the Rocky Mountains. 

Passing the summit of the divide, the traveller soon strikes the head waters of the “Siyakan” a 
rapid mountain brook which forks with the ‘‘ N-whoy-al-pit-kwu” 25 miles from the « Osoyoos.” 
The trail follows down this stream to its mouth and is generally good and at a gentle slope, except 
at the immediate descents to the “ Siyakan” and “ N-whoy-al-pit-kwu.” The , distance from the 
Siyakan Forks to Fort Colville by the valley of the latter river is about 85 miles. After striking the 
* N-whoy-al-pit-kwu” the trail runs south of east, and soon crosses the frontier. Pretty alternatin 
prairies, extending to a considerable size at the embouchures of valleys, light soil, good bune 
grass, mountains here and there falling bluff and perpendicular into the river, then retreating from 
it in low, broken, grassy masses, and a country generally park-like and pretty, complete the character- 
istic features of that portion of the Apt! Letra, valley comprised in the next two day’s travel. 
The river is about the same size as the Similkameen, viz. from 20 to 50 yards broad, swift, shallow, 
and clear, and its banks are generally low and easily accessible. ‘The trail, bad only in two or three 
places where it passes over unavoidable spurs, crosses the river from time to time; wild fowl are 
abundant, and excellent camping places exist all along the route. 

October 3d—5th.—On the evening of the 2d October we again approached British territory by a 
long bend of the river to the northward, and camped on its right bank, in lat. 48° 59°19” N. From 


' 
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here the river passes north beyond the frontier, and augmented by a considerable branch from the Britis 
northward, (possibly the main stream) soon resumes its easterly direction. ; COLUMBIA. 

At the confluence of the three valleys occurs a large open plain, three miles by two, designated in 
the plan “La Grande Prairie.” This plain, which according to my observations lies within the 
British line, had, previous to our arrival, been devastated by fire, and the young green grass, just 
springing up, contrasted refreshingly with the dry yellow hue of the surrounding herbage. 

Little snow falls here in winter, and its sheltered position renders it an excellent “guard” for cattle 
and horses during that season. 

Past “La Grande Prairie” the character of the valley changes entirely. 

The open timbered country gives way to a tolerably dense forest of young fir and other trees; the 
valley sensibly contracts and is walled in by mountains of solid quartz; pasturage hitherto so good and 
plentiful is difficult to find, and the river again roars along over a rocky bed, and through precipitous 
mountain defiles. 

In this portion fords frequently occur, unavoidable owing to the steep mountain bluffs, and the river 
takes several remarkable horse-shoe bends. ‘The same general character of country, relieved here and 
there with patches of prairie and level bottom, extends to the mouth of the river, (33 miles) where it 
empties with a roar into the Columbia one mile above Fort Colville. 

We crossed the Columbia, opposite the Fort, in bark canoes, propelled by long six feet paddles. 

The river at this point is about 400 yards wide in the fall of the year, very clear, and very swift. 

The Fort stands in a large open prairie, about 1,200 acres in extent, portions only of which are 
cultivated by Indians, the remainder being liable to inundation when the Columbia is at its height. 

One mile below the Fort are the “Kettle Falls” of the Columbia, called by the natives ‘ Schwan- 
a-te-koo” or “ Sounding water.” 

I visited these falls during my stay at the Fort, and the clear blue water of this noble river dashing 
with a dull roar over a ledge of rocks 15 feet high, and sending a huge white cloud of foam into the air, 
is a sight well worth the short walk from the Fort. 

Much more might be said on the topography and other general features of this district of the 
Columbia, but I propose to reserve further remarks for another occasion, and to bring my sketch of 
this interesting trip at once to a close. 





Part I].—Miutirary. 


In connexion with that portion of my instructions directing me to notice such points in the Simil- 
kameen valley, or anywhere along the frontier, as may be suitable for the establishment of military 
posts, I have the honour to submit the following brief report of my observations : 

Westward from the Similkameen valley, and nearly to the coast, extends a mountain region, so rugged 
and bleak, and so inaccessible and devoid of roads of communication, that this valley is the first point east 
of the Sumas, to which attention need be directed. . 

It and the Okanagan valley are the main thoroughfares to British Columbia from Washington terri- 
tory, and indeed east of them, as far as Fort Sheppard, the country affords no known practicable means 
of ingress. ( 

16 these valleys, therefore, I chiefly directed my attention, and, as far as I can judge, natural features 
and advantages point to the ‘ Keereemaous” bend of the Similkameen as the best position for a 
military post. 

The bend opens (see map) into a fine broad valley, extending 12 miles southward to the frontier, 
which, if necessary, can be fortified with ease. ‘The soil is rich, the land in the valley generally level, 
timber for building and other purposes plentiful, and water good; and further, easy access can be had to 
the adjacent Okanagan valley, either by crossing the low grassy spurs of the intervening range, or by a 

-small valley in rear. 

I should mention here (having omitted to do so in my topographical report), that the main route 
from Washington territory passes up the valley of the Okanagan River from its junction with the 
Columbia and forks at the mouth of the Similkameen, whence branch the two routes already described. 
An outpost in the Okanagan would guard the valley of that river, and need not be more than eight or 
nine miles from the main post in the “ Similkameen.” 

As farther inducements to the establishment of the latter, I may state that little snow falls there in ® 
the winter, fish and wild fowl are plentiful in the neighbourhood, and grass abundant, and of excellent 
quality, and that, while a military post would guard the frontier from invasion, protection would at the 
same time be afforded to the lives and property of any settlers who might at some future time populate 
the adjoining country. 

A great question now presents itself as to the means of communication between this district and the 
interior portions of British Columbia. 

Eyen if it be practicable at an enormous expense to construct a tolerable waggon road across Manson 
Mountain, or even should a better route be found by following round the valley of the Coquahalla, there 
still remains the dividing ridge of the Cascades, and the route would any way be impracticable for at 
least seven months in the year. ‘Through Lytton, therefore, or the Kayoosh district, by the valleys of 
the Thompson and Buonaparte River to Nicolas Lake and Fort Kamloops, and thence to the border, all 
supplies must eventually pass, and hence the necessity of establishing good means of communication with 
these points from either the Fraser River or the sea. — 

This further points to the probable future importance of towns at Lytton and Kayoosch with regard 
to the defence of the frontier, and leads me respectfully to suggest the advisability of an early explora- 
tion of the route from Howe Sound to the Upper Lillooet, regarding which I haye received favourable 
information from a reliable source.* 

Should the result of such exploration prove favourable, and should it be considered advisable to con- 
struct on this route a good waggon road of communication, advantageous results would accrue to our 
mining districts. Kayoosch or Fountain would probably ere long become a town of considerable com- 
mercial importance, and from thence, as a general depét, supplies might easily be forwarded to 
military and other posts between the Upper Fraser and the border. 





* The position of the head of “ Jarvis Inlet” would also suggest the advisability of an early exploration in that quarter, 
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Cotrupia, able barrier of mountains. 

— All the practicable means of access to British Columbia, except from the sea, strike the Fraser north 
of Fort Hope. _ There is, therefore, no occasion for establishing a military post in the neighbourhood of — 
Manson’s Mountain, nor indeed can it be considered feasible to do so. Pi 

On the importance of defending the border east of Fort Shepherd fature explorations will decide. 

In connection with this subject it remains but for me to remark, that, from my own observation, and _ 
from information afforded me by Mr. M‘Donald, I know a frontier road north of the 49th parallel tobe _ 
practicable from the Similkameen, eastward to the N. Saa-app Lake in the N, Whoyalpitkwa 
Valley, and further that Captain Pallisser’s explorations have determined the possibility of extending 
such a road from that point to Fort Shepherd, though his report on the intervening tract cannot be 
pronounced as favourable as might be wished. 


Baitier With regard to Fort Hope I may mention that nature has already fortified it with an almost impasss 
: ov 


—_* 


Part IT].—Grotocicat. 


The geographical character of the several districts between Fort Hope and Fort Colville is through- 
out very uniform, the rocks belonging principally to the igneous and metamorphic series. . 

The bulk of Manson’s Mountain appears to be granite tipped with clay slate, here and there present- 
ing patches of white indurated clay, found on examination to contain fragments of white quartz. 

This formation may be said to consist of granite with its felspar decomposed and reduced toa state of 
indurated clay; it extends to the dividing ridge of the Cascades, and partly into thé valley of the 
Tulameen. 

In the latter valley may be seen vast masses of white quartz, in all probability the exposed face of 
the rock, which, with granite constitutes a large portion of the district extending into the Similkameen 
valley. 

On approaching the summit of the Tulameen Range, the quartz partially disappears, and is replaced 
by a species of variegated sandstone, in which traces of iron occur. ‘To what extent the sandstone pre- 
vailed I had no opportunity of judging, the weather beg snowy while I was there and the rocks as a 
general rule imbedded in peaty turf. 

As we leave the Tulameen mountains, and descend into the valley below, indurated clay appears to 
predominate to a considerable extent. ‘This clay varies in character as we approach the Vermillion 
Forks; a portion I noticed near that point being a white silicate of alumina mixed with sand. On one 
specimen which I picked up were the fossil remains of the leaves of the hemlock. 

Further\ down, in the Similkameen valley, the clay acquires a slaty texture, and becomes stained 
with iron to a greater or less extent. Blue clay also exists, only, however, in small quantities. 

The mountains bordering the Similkameen consist chiefly of granite, greenstone, and quartz, 
capped with blue and brown clay slate. 

Vhe beds of both the Tulameen and Similkameen are covered with boulders of granite of every 
description and colour, of greenstone and of trap, and vary in form and size. 

The same character of boulders prevail on the river bottoms to a greater or less extent. . 

Like that of most of the other explored portions of British Columbia, the geological character of this 
region appears to indicate the high probability of auriferous deposits. In the lower portion of the 
Similkameen, and near the “ Big Bend,” gold was discovered shortly after I passed through by some 
of the men attached to the United States Boundary Commission. . 

Report pronounced the discovery a valuable one, as much as $40 to the hand being taken out in 
three hours, without proper mining tools; but I cannot speak positively as to the truth of this statement, 
neither could I discover whether the place spoken of is in British or American possessions. Proba- 
bility would suggest the former. 

Beyond Osoyoos Lake I did not deem it necessary to pay much attention to the geological character 
of the country, the route lying almost entirely in American possessions. Suflice it to say, that but 
few features of interest presented themselves, and that in no place did I see any sign of stratified 
rocks. 


———ei eee eee 


Parr [V.—Conciupinc Remarks. 


Having so far concluded my remarks on the topography and other features of the route, | would beg 
respectfully to submit afew suggestions on what appears to me the most feasible plan for settling 
up these and some other portions of British Columbia, already explored, and known to be capable of 
cultivation. 

It is already an established and well recognized fact that west of the cascade mountains the greater 
portion of such lands as are capable of cultivation are either liable to inundation in the summer, or 
covered with a forest growth so thick as to afford but few inducements to emigrants. 

The present undeveloped state of British Columbia, and the absence of any good roads of commu- 
nication with the interior, would probably render futile any attempts to settle the Similkameen and 
other valleys in the vicinity of the 49th parallel. 

Extensive crops, it is true, might probably be raised, but the emigrant would have to depend for the 
other necessaries of life either on such few as might from time to time find their way into the 
country from Washington Territory, or on such as might, during four months in the year, be ob- 
tained from Fort Hope and other points on the Fraser River, and either of which could not be 
obtained but at prices too exorbitant for the pocket of the poor man. ' 

? It would seem therefore that the Buonaparte and Thompson River valleys are the natural starting 
points for civilization and setlement, and the remarks I had the honour to make in a preceding 
section on the importance of towns at Lytton and Kayoosh, with reference to the defence of the border, 
apply with equal force in the present question of settlement. 

Starting from these points civilization would gradually creep forward and extend finally to the 
valleys on the frontier. 

With its advance we should have good roads and cheap provisions, and while the agricultura 
resources of the country would thus by degrees become developed, the additional comfort that would 
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placed within reach of the miner on the upper Fraser would hold out far greater inducements to Brrrtsy 
s stay in the country than at present exist. 














; CoLuMBIA. 
Further experimental researches will develope the natural resources of the soil in the valleys under nies 
discussion, and clear up any doubt as to its suitability for the growth of crops. 
~ Should the result prove satisfactory, roads will be the first to develope its capabilities, and, viewing 
the matter in the light of general civilization, it would seem not unfair to adduce the successful 
cultivation of unpromising districts in other densely-peopled countries, in support of the probability of 
cultivation extending to large tracts of grass land on the mountain slopes and plateaux, and of the 
agricultural wealth of the country being thereby vastly improved. 
I have, &e. . 
. (Signed) H. Spencer Parmer, Lieut. R.E. 
Col. R. C. Moody, R.E. New Westminster, Nov. 23rd, 1859. 
| &e. &e. 
Tas_e of Latitudes, Longitudes, Altitudes, &c. of Camps.—Lieut. Patmerr’s Route. 
LonaitupE. Heich Distance 
: eight in Miles 
Latitude. eh from 
SraTion. E. of W. of vers last Remarks, 
Fort Hope Green Soa Tovel Station 
in Time. in Arc. ee by Trail. 
N. 
' . Oe m™m 8 ° Ae 
Fort Hope—Hudson Bay Fort - | 49 22 21 | - - | 121 24 39 140 > - | No grass, Timber and water 
abundant. 
Camp 1.—Manson Mountain - | 49 22 41 | O 41°7 | 121 14 13 1,890 15 = 
ie II.—Stuchd-a-Choire - | 49 20 57 |~ 1 17°6 | 121 05 15 3,640 19 Little grass. Ditto ditto. 
os I1].—Bend of Tulameen - | 49 22 15 |. 1 59°8 120 54 42 3,260 15 No grass, Ditto ~ ditto. 
PA IV.—Tulameen Range - No observations. 4,230 12 Little grass, Ditto ditto. 
a V.—Campt. des Femmes | 49 32 29.) 2 50°0 120 42 09 2,170 12 Wood, water, and grass plentiful 
, and good. 
‘ ViI.—Vermillion Forks - | 49 27 42 |. 3 56°4 -| 120 25 33 1,790 19 Ditto ditto. 
»  W11—Similkameen Valley | 49 24 26 | 4 41°2 20 14 21 1,600 16 Ditto ditto. 
» VIII.—Ditto, near Na-is- | 49 12.54 | 5 44°6..|.119 58 30 1,275 21 Ditto ditto, 
; new-low. 
'_ IX.—Ditto, near Big Bend} 49 03 20 | 6 24°6 119 48 30 775 22 Ditto ditto, 
- X.— Osoyoos Take | 49 01 52 | 7°294*2 "119" 33 36 630 18 Wood rather scarce ; brush and 
(crossing.) grass plentiful, 
7 XI.— Divide Colville | 48 58 59 | 8 00°0 | 119 24 39 2,390 10 Wood, water, and grass abun- 
Range. é dant. ~ 
»  &I1L—Siyakan Forks - | 49 02 48 | 9 22°8 119 03. 57 1,570 19 Ditto ditto. 
» XIII.—N. Whoyalpit Kwu | 48 54 41 | 10 22-9 | 118 48 55 1,420 .20 Ditto ditto. 
Valley. 
_» XIV.—Ditto, near “La | 48 59 19 | 11 34*3 | 118 $1 04] - 1,360 18 Ditto ditto. 
: Grande Prairie.” 
»  &©V.—Ditto near Falls - | 48 58 37 | 12 54°7 | 118 13 18 1,260 18 Grass scarce, 
» &VI.—I11 miles from Col- | 48 46 36 | 13 12:2 | 118 06 36 1,050 18 Everything plentiful. 
ville. 
Fort Colville (H. B. Fort) - | 48 38 03 | 13 22°6 | 118 04 00 830 11 Ditto. 
Entire distance by trail from Fort Hope to Fort Colville, = 283 miles, 
The longitude of R.E. observatory at New Westminster is approximately 122° 50’ W., whence the above 
are determined. 
H. S. Parmer, 
Lieut. Royal Engineers. 
No. 34. No, 34, 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas, C.B., to his Grace the 
Duke of NewcastTLe. 


(No. 2.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, January 12, 1860. 
My Lorp Duke, (Received March 5, 1860.) 
. I nave the honour to transmit, for your Grace’s information, a return of the value 
_of imports and customs receipts at New Westminster, British Columbia, for the twelve 
months ending with the 3lst day of December 1859. 
2. Your Grace will observe that this return shows an increase in the customs receipts 
for the December quarter— 
Of 103 per cent. as compared with the March quarter ; 
Of 424 per cent. as compared with the June quarter ; 
Of 164 per cent. as compared with the September quarter ; 
The total receipts for the twelve months being 18,4.64J. 
3. The duty of 12s, per ton on goods and wares carried from New Westminster to all 
other places in British Columbia came into operation on the Ist day of January 1860. It 
1s estimated that the duty will produce about 8,000/. per annum, provided there be no 
. M 4 
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increase of trade ; and should trade increase at the same ratio as last. year the revenue 
derived from it will be in excess of that sum. 


4. 1 trus* it will soon be in my power to present to your Grace a statement of the 


entire public revenue collected for the past year in British Columbia, which will probably 


be over 50,000/._ I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&e. &e. eo Governor. 


Enclosure in No. 34. 


Return of Customs Receipts, and Value of Imports for British Columbia, for the Year ending 
31st December, 1859. 


Customs Receipts. 


> 


£ £. 

Quarter ending 31st March 1859 - - - - 2,976 0 0 
An a 30th June 1859 - - + - - 4,242 0 0 

z am 30th September 1859 - - - - 5,202 0 8 

. 3lst December 1859 - - - - 6,044 0 O 





Total amount of Customs Receipts for the Year - £18,464 0 O 


VALUE OF IMPORTS. 


c. £ s. a. 

Quarter ending 31st March 1859 - - - - 175,111 46 - 35,022 6 10 

. » 30th June 1859 i i ~ + 247,755. 66 - 49,551 2 5 

‘. » 30th September 1859 - - - 207,848 07 - 41,569 12 O 
4 »  3lst December 1859 - - - 


255,881 62 - 51,076 6 2 


— 


886,096 81 - 177,219 7 5 


— Te 


Total Value of Imports for the Year, calculating the Pound 
sterling at $5 - 2 q . Z 4 








No. 35. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Doucuas, C.B., to his Grace the 


Duke of NEWCASTLE. 


(No. 5.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, January 12, 1860. 
My Lorv Duxg, (Received March 5, 1860.) 

In my report on the affairs of the colony of British Columbia, of the number and 
date noted in the margin, I did myself the honour of laying before your Grace a state- 
ment of the expense, inconvenience, uncertainty, and delays to which emigrants were 
exposed in making purchases of land in that colony. 

2. I also stated that the Government surveys could not keep pace with the demand for 
public land, and I might, moreover, have added that the expense of moving surveying 
parties of the Royal Engineers to the various points where land is required for settlement 
and cultivation would probably exceed the money value of the land sold. 

3. [at the same time informed your Grace that in order to remove so pregnant a cause 
of complaint, and to facilitate settlement and promote the lawful acquisition of unsurveyed 
agricultural land, pending the operation of the public surveys, L had authorized thé occu- 
pation of land to the extent of 160 acres, with a pre-emptive right, by any person imme- 
diately occupying and improving such land and agreeing to pay the Government price, 
not exceeding 10s. an acre, whenever the Jand is surveyed and title granted. 

4. I now forward herewith a Proclamation giving to my previous instructions the force 
of law, and also providing for the purchase, with the same limitation of the ultimate price, 
of larger tracts of unsurveyed country land, in addition to the land pre-empted, as may be 
desired by persons of larger means; it being in that case also provided, in order to guard 
against the mere speculative holding of land, that 5s. an acre is to be paid down, and the 
residue at the time of survey. 

5. This Act has been reviewed with much anxious consideration, and every precaution 
has been taken to adapt its machinery to the state of the colony, and to divest it of un- 
necessary forms, expense, and delay. , 

6. The district stipendiary magistrates will record the applications for land, and imme- 
diately report the same to the Commissioner of Lands and Works and to the Colonial 
Secretary, so that it will not cause any further drain on the funds of the colony. 

7. The object of the measure is solely to encourage and induce the settlement of the 
country; occupation is, therefore, made the test of title, and no pre-emption title can be 
perfected without a compliance with that imperative condition. | 
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8. The Act distinctly reserves, for the benefit of the Crown, all town sites, auriferous 
-Jand, Indian settlements, and public rights whatsoever ; the emigrant will, therefore, on 
the one hand, enjoy a perfect freedom of choice with respect to unappropriated Jand, as 
well as the advantage, which is perhaps of more real importance to him, of being allowed 
to choose for himself and enter at once into possession of land without expense or delay ; 
while the rights of the Crown are, on the other hand, fuily protected, as the land will 
not be alienated nor title granted until after payment is received. 

9. The system will, I trust, have the effect of enlisting the sympathies and letting 
loose the energy, intelligence, and activity of the whole emigrant population upon the 

ublic domain ; adding daily to its value, while, it is to be hoped, the peopie themselves 
will become more and more attached to the soil, and more studious to acquire property 
in land rendered valuable by their own labour. Thus men who have no serious inten- 
tion of settling in the country, and others who, on their first arrival, have not the means 
of buying land, become in the end devoted settlers, and, in their capacity of producers 
and consumers, valuable contributors to the public revenue. 

10. Other good effects are expected to result from the operation of the Act; there is, 
for example, every reason to believe that it will lead to the more rapid colonization of the 
country, and to greater economy in its survey, which can be effected hereafter, when roads 
are made, at a much smaller cost for travelling and conveyance than at the present time. 

11. The district magistrates are authorized in all cases of dispute about land to proceed 
immediately in a summary way to settle boundaries, to restore possession, to abate intru- 
sions, and to levy such costs and damages as they may think fit; a course which I believe 
will have the happiest effect in preventing litigation and private acts of violence; for the 
redress of grievances and to guard against injustice on the part of the magistrate; an ap- 
peal from his decision may be carried to the Supreme Court of the colony. 

12. I have only further.to express a hope that the measure may meet with the approval 
of Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &c. 

His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

&c, &c. &e. Governor, 


Enclosure in No. 35. 
(No. 17.) PROCLAMATION. 


By his Excellency James Douglas, Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s Colony of British Columbia and its dependencies, 
Vice-Admiral of the same, &c. 


Wuereas, by virtue of an Act of Parliament made and passed in the 21st and 22nd years of the 
reign of Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen, and by a Commission under the Great Seal of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in conformity therewith, I, James Douglas, Governor of 
the Colony of British Columbia, have been authorized by Proclamation issued under the Public Seal 
of the said Colony, to make laws, institutions, and ordinances, for the peace and good government of 
the same, and 

Whereas, it is expedient, pending the operation of the survey of agricultural lands in British 
Columbia, to provide means whereby unsurveyed agricultural lands may be lawfully acquired by 
pre-emption in British Columbia by British subjects, and in certain cases to provide for the sale of 
unsurveyed agricultural land in British Columbia by private contract. 

Now, therefore, I, James Douglas, Governor of British Columbia, by virtue of the authority 
aforesaid, do proclaim, order, and enact, 

1. That from and after the date hereof, British subjects and aliens who shall take the oath of allegiance 
to Her Majesty and Her successors, may acquire unoccupied and unreserved, and unsurveyed Crown 
land in British Columbia (not being the site of an existent or proposed town, or auriferous land 
pele for mining purposes, or an Indian reserve or settlement,) in fee simple, under the following 
conditions. 

2. The person desiring to acquire any particular plot of land of the character aforesaid, shall enter 
into possession thereof and record his claim to any quantity not exceeding 160 acres thereof, with 
the magistrate residmg nearest thereto, paying to the said magistrate the sum of 8s. for re- 
cording such claim. Such piece of land shall be of a rectangular form, and the shortest side of the 
rectangle shall be at least two-thirds of the longest side. The claimant shall give the best possible 
description thereof to the magistrate with whom his claim is recorded, together with a rough plan 
thereof, and identify the plot. in question by placing at the corners of the land four posts, and by 
stating in his description any other landmarks on the said 160 acres, which he may consider of a 
noticeable character. 

3. Whenever the Government survey shall extend to the land claimed, the claimant who has re- 
corded his claim as aforesaid, or his heirs, or in case of the grant of certificate of improvement herein- 
after mentioned, the assigns of such claimant shall, if he or they shall have been in continuous 
occupation of the same land from the date of the record aforesaid, be entitled to purchase the land 
so pre-empted at such rate as may for the time being be fixed by the Government of British Columbia, 
not exceeding the sum of 10s. per acre. 

4. No interest in any plot of land acquired as aforesaid, shall before payment of the purchase 
money; be capable of passing to a purchaser unless the vendor shall have obtained a certificate from 
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the nearest magistrate that he has made permament improvements on the said plot to the value of 
10s. per acre. . il ‘eet 

5. Upon payment of the purchase money, a conveyance of the land purchased shall be executed in 
favour of the purchaser, reserving the precious minerals, with a right to enter and work the same in 
favour of the eh its assigns and licencees. vrs ‘ 

6. Priority of title shall be obtamed by the person first in occupation, whé shall first record his 
claim in manner aforesaid. ref 

7. Any person authorized to acquire land under the provisions of this Proclamation may purchase, 
in addition to the land pre-empted, in manner aforesaid, any number of acres not otherwise ap- 
propriated, at such rate as may be fixed by the Government, at the time when such land shall come 
to be surveyed, not to exceed ten shillings per acre; five shillings to be paid down, and the residue 
at the time of survey. . 

8. In the event of the Crown, its assigns of licencees, availing itself, or themselves, of the reserva- 
tion mentioned in clause 5., a reasonable compensation for the waste and damage done shall be paid 
by the person entering and working to the person whose land shall be wasted or damaged as afore- 
said, and in case of dispute, the same shall be settled by a jury of six men to be summoned by the 
nearest magistrate. ' . a 

9. Whenever any person shall permanently cease to occupy land pre-empted as aforesaid, the 
Magistrate resident nearest to the land in question may in a summary way, on being satisfied of such 
permanent cessation, cancel the claim of the person so permanently ceasing to occupy the same, and 
record the claim thereto of any other person satisfying the requisitions aforesaid. 

10. The decision of the magistrate may be appealed by either party to the decision of the judge 
of the Supreme Court of Civil Justice of British Columbia. 

il. Any person desirous of appealing in manner aforesaid may be required before such appeal be 
heard, to find such seturity as may be hereafter pointed out by the rules or orders hereinafter directed 
to be published. teh 

12. The procedure before the magistrate and judge respectively shall be according to such rules 
and orders as shall be published by such judge with the approbation of the governor for the time 
of British Columbia. é ; 

13. Whenever a person in occupation at the time of record aforesaid shall have recorded as afore- 
said, and he, his heirs, or assigns, shall have continued in permanent occupation of land pre-empted, 
or of land purchased as aforesaid, he or they may, save as hereinafter mentioned, bring ejeetment or 
trespass against any intruder upon the land so pre-empted or purchased, to the same extent as if he 
or they were seized of the legal estate in possession in the land so pre-empted or purchased. 

14. Nothing herein contained shall be construed as giving a right to any claimant to exclude free 
miners from searching for any of the precious minerals or working the same upon the conditions 
aforesaid. 

15. The Government shall, notwithstanding any claim, record, or conveyance aforesaid, be entitled to 
enter and take such portion of the land pre-empted or purchased as may be required for roads or other 
public purposes. 

16. Water privileges and the right of carrying water for mining purposes, may notwithstanding any 
claim recorded, purchase or conveyance aforesaid, be claimed and taken upon, under or over the said 
land so pre-empted or purchased as aforesaid, by free miners requiring the same, and obtaining a grant 
or license from the Gold Commissioner, and paying a compensation for waste or damage to the person 
whose land may be wasted or damaged by such water privilege or carriage of water, to be ascertained 
in case of dispute in manner aforesaid. PuLG 

17. In case any dispute shall arise between persons with regard to any land so acquired as aforesaid, 
any one of the parties in difference may (before ejectment or action of trespass brought,) refer the 
question in difference to the nearest magistrate, who is hereby authorized’ to proceed in a summary 
way to restore the possession of any land in dispute to the person whom he may deem entitled to 
the same, and to abate all intrusions, and award and levy such costs and damages as he may think fit. ” 

Issued under the Public Seal of the said Colony, at Victoria, Vancouver Island, this fourth 
day of January, A.D. one thousand eight hundred and sixty, and in the twenty-third year 
of Her Majesty’s reign, by me, James Dovetas. (1s.) 

By Command of his Excellency. 

Witiiam A, G. Youne, Acting Colonial Secretary. 


GoD SAVE THE QUEEN. 





No. 36. 
Copy of DESPA’?'CH from Governor Doveras, C.B., to his Grace the 
Duke of NEWCASTLE. 


(No. 8.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, January 24, 1860. 
My Lorp Duke, (Received March 138, 1860). 

I wave the honour of transmitting herewith for your Grace’s information the 
copy of report from Mr. Ball, Assistant Gold Commissioner for the district of Lytton, on 
the state and prospects of the gold regions of British Columbia, situated in the valley of 
Fraser’s River and its tributary streams, between Lytton and Quesnel River. 

2. Mr. Ball’s report is a reliable source of information, and, compared with the accounts 
of adventurers who have mined in that part of the country, moderate in the description 
of its auriferous wealth. 

3. The extent of country over which the “ Blue Lead” of Quesnel’s River has been 
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traced exceeds 300 square miles, and should it be continuous, as it has proved equally 
rich wherever struck, its wealth must be fabulous. 
4. A detachment of thirty Chinese miners arrived yesterday, being it is supposed the 
pioneers of a large immigration of that people for British Columbia. 
oar heat I have, &c. 
‘His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
ae &c. &c. Governor. 


Enclosure in No. 36. 


Srr,. Lytton, December 18, 1859. 

In compliance with the wish expressed in your letter of the Ist October I have the honour to 
forward you my remarks on the diggings of my own district, and as much information respecting the 
new discoveries of the upper country in the neighbourhood of Fort Alexandria, as I could gather 
from those who have lately returned from those parts. 

The discoveries of gold in this district have this season extended from the banks of the Fraser’s- 
river to the flats or benches situated above high water mark, many of which have produced richer claims 
than on the banks, averaging on those fiats where water can be brought to work with sluices from 8 
to 12 dollars a man per day, and possessing an advantage over river claims, inasmuch as they can be 
worked from the commencement of spring until the fall of the year uninfluenced by the rise or fall of 
the main stream. . 

These discoveries have given more confidence to the miners, many of whom were under the 
impression that the gold existed only on the bars, below high water mark, and in the bed of the 


river, and consequently seeing their mistake have been induced to prospect the different, benches, 
-so that next season I have no doubt the second and even the third benches on the river will 
prove to be equally rich, and be worked advantageously ; the great drawback to their being thoroughly 


and properly worked at present being the large amount of capital required to bring the water by 
flumes and ditches from the mountain creeks on to the different benches, the difficulty and expense 
increasing in proportion to the height of the flats from the river. 

The discoveries on ‘Thompson River are as yet but few, though from the nature and features of the 
banks of this river being similar to those of the Fraser (as the population increases) I have no doubt that 
these benches will be worked proving as rich as many of those on the Fraser River, and afford a large 
field for mining operations. ‘Those miners who already have worked there and possess claims are 
about to return to them next season, and their return will I hope induce many others to accompany them. 
In the neighbourhood of ‘Thompson River there are many parts, which from my own personal observa- 
tion, I have no doubt will prove auriferous, and at the same time recompense those who may take 
up claims (the country being intersected by the Nicholas and Bonaparte Rivers), on both of 
pcr gold has been discovered; and when these rivers are carefully and properly prospected, from 
the nature and appearance of the country in comparison with other auriferous districts, many good 
claims will eventually be discovered. 

I am happy to inform your Excellency that the prospects and reports from the upper country are 
most Gtoutable, and (although at. present all miming operations are suspended, on account of the cold 
weather) many have been induced to winter in that district with a view of working on the different 
rivers and creeks, at the lowest stage of water in the spring; and all who have lately returned through 
this district to proceed to California or winter below, intend to come back and work in the newly discovered 
district, the appearance of which, from the opinion of experienced California miners, presents a greater 
similarity to the rich districts of California than any part as yet discovered. The richest discoveries 
have been made in a creek called Horsefly Creek, situated about 60 miles to the east of Fort Alex- 
andria, and running into a lake at the head of one of the branches of the “ Quesnel”* River. On this 
creek a party of five miners, in one week, with only two rockers, took out 101 ounces of gold, and were 
then obliged to abandon the claim on account of the severity of the cold weather. These and other 
discoveries nearly as rich, and the general appearance of that part of the country, have satisfied many 
experienced California miners, that the country is rich in gold, and that as it has been found in the beds 


_ of the creeks, on the banks and benches, and even in the different gulches, there is a rich deposit in 
‘some part of the district, and it is supposed that it will principally be found on this “ Horse Fly Creek,” 


and in the neighbourhood of the Forks of the Quesnel River, as it is there that some miners have struck 
the “ Blue Lead” (a rich deposit of gold so well known in California), and which in this country pre- 
sents all the same indications of a rich stratum, extending in a direction nearly north*and south across 
this “ Horse Fly Creek,” with a lateral extent of nearly ten miles. | 

This blue lead has already been traced a distance of 30 miles, and where occasional shafts were sunk 
rich prospects were obtained, the first gold stratum lying at a depth of 25 feet from the surface, and all 
the indications of the upper strata being similar to those of the “ Blue Lead” of California. 

From the information I have been able to gather from those who have prospected that part of the 
country I am satisfied there is a large extent of auriferous country, but the severity of the winters 
make the season for mining operations at present very short, though the expectation of all is, that 
the richness of the claims will compensate for the shortness of the season. 

A good trail to the upper country has been found from Lytton, joming the trail, (hitherto travelled 
via the Fountain and Pavilion) at a point on Chapeau River about 40 miles from Lytton, and making 
ot distance to Fort Alexandria about the same as from Cayoosh, and with the advantage of a better 
vate 





_* Named after the discoverer, a French Canadian, 
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The oniy impediment on this new traib is a quantity of fallen timber, but the storekeepers, and 
others interested are, I believe, about to subscribe a sum of money to pay for making the trail 
practicable for pack animals. 

From the favourable reports brought down from above, I am in hopes a large immigration will ensue, 
as the country needs but population to develop its resources and richness, and the nature of the country 
on the trail from Lytton to Alexandria will, I hope, be an inducement for many to settle down as 
agriculturists. 


I have, &e. 
His Excellency Signed) Henry M. Batt, ’ 
‘the Governor of British Columbia. J.P., and Assistant Gold Commissioner. 





No. 37. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas, C.B., to his Grace the 
Duke of NewcastTLe. 


(No. 9.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, January 24, 1860. 
My Lorp Dukg, ; (Received March 13, 1860. . 

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Grace’s Despatch, No. 22,* 
of the 19th September, and in reference thereto to express my satisfaction at hearing that 
Her Majesty’s Government had sanctioned the establishment of an assay office in British 
Columbia, in consequence of suggestions contained in several of my despatches. 

2. My opinion still remains unaltered, that it is a measure that will prove in many 
respects of great advantage to the colony. 
I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&e. &e. &e. Governor. 





No. 38. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas, C.B., to his Grace the 
Duke of NEWCASTLE. 


(No. 10.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, January 25, 1860. 
My Lorp Dokz, (Received March 13, 1860.) 

I wave duly received your Grace’s Despatch, No. 27,f of the 29th September, 
on the subject of establishing an assay office in British Columbia, and transmitting for my in- 
formation copy of a correspondence between the Treasury and the Colonial Office, showing 
the arrangements which it is intended to adopt for carrying the measure into operation. 

2. I have the honour to inform your Grace that it is my intention to proceed with the 
erecticn of the necessary buildings, furnaces, &c., &c., as soon as I am furnished with 
plans of the same. 

I have, &c. 

His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

&e. &e. &e. Governor. 





No. 39. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovcras, C.B., to his Grace the 
: Duxe of NewcastTLe. 


(No. 11.) Victoria, Vancouver's Island, January 25, 1860. 
My Lorp Duke, (Received March 13, 1860.) 

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Grace’s Despatch of the 
21st October, No. 32,t informing me that the Master of the Mint has been authorized to 
carry into effect arrangements for the establishment of an assay office in British Columbia, 
and enclosing copy ofa letter from the Treasury with an annexure, stating that Mr, Bacon 
and Mr, Hitchcock had been engaged as melters. 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&e. &e, &e. Governor, 
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No. 40. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas, C.B., to his Grace the 
Duxe of NrewcasTLe. 


Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, January 26, 1860. 
My Lorp Duke, (Received March 14, 1860.) : 

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Grace’s Despatch of the 
5th* September last, upon the subject of the non-residence in the colony of British Columbia 
of the officers who have been appointed by the Crown to conduct its affairs. 

2. I need scarcely say that, as a general principle, I fully agree with your Grace as to 
the advantages attending a residence in the Colony ; but circumstances have, however, 
compelled me to retain hitherto at Victoria some of the principal officers of the Govern- 
ment of British Columbia, and I would long ere this have reported to your Grace my 
reasons for adopting such a measure, had I not been under the impression that the whole 
circumstances were well known and understood by Her Majesty’s Government. ‘ 

3. The day after the arrival of Mr. Begbie, the Judge, he accompanied me to British 
Columbia, and after his return to Victoria, he was of the greatest assistance to me in 
discharging the functions of Attorney-General, which office he kindly fulfilled with the 
concurrence of Her Majesty’s Government. Since the arrival at Victoria of the Attorney- 
General, Mr. Begbie has passed long periods in, and has been on circuit over the greater 
portion of British Columbia, and his personal communications to me upon his return have 
been most valuable, and have assisted me materially in framing Jaws, and in adapting the 
general system of government. to the actual requirements of the people. Mr. Begbie has 
but recently returned from an extended circuit, and I do not think that his absence from 
the Colony under existing circumstances has in any way proved injurious. Mr. Begbie 
is, however, on the point of proceeding to British Columbia, to take up his permanent 
residence there. 

4, Your Grace is well aware that I constantly require the Colonial Secretary to be with 
me, and the same remark applies to the Attorney-General. 

5. With regard to the Treasurer, it is probably more fer the convenience of the service 
and for the benefit of the Colony of British Columbia, that he should at present, and pro- 

‘bably for some little time to come, reside at Victoria; but I beg your Grace will receive 
my assurance that so soon as I am satisfied that his stay here is detrimental to the public 
service, I will instantly require him to proceed to British Columbia. 

6. I do not presume to enter more fully into particulars, for the opinion I have given 
accords with that already expressed by your Grace in previous despatches, referring to 
the Colonial Secretary and to the Treasurer; and I doubt not your Grace will readily 
understand of what little assistance would the Attorney-General be unless he be near 
to me. 

I have, &c. 

His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 

&c. &c. bed Governor. 





No. 41. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovanas, C.B., to his Grace the 
Duke of NrewcasTLe. 


(No. 15.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, January 27, 1860. 
My Lorp Duke, (Received March 13, 1860.) 

I nave the honour of transmitting herewith copy of a proclamation, issued on the 
20th of January instant, authorizing the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works to sell 
town and suburban lots, and agricultural lands, which have been offered for sale at 
public auction and remain unsold, at the upset price. 

2. It was intended to convey such powers to the Commissioner of Lands and Works 
by the Proclamation regulating the salé of public and, which issued on the 14th day of 
February 1859, but it appearing doubtful whether the powers in question have been 
actually conveyed by that instrument, in consequence of the expression “ Except as afore- 
said” in the 4th clause of that Act, it was deemed advisable to remove the doubt, and to 
issue the present Proclamation. 

I have, &c. 

His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed} JAMES DOUGLAS, 

&e. &e, &e. Governor. 
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(No. 18.) PROCLAMATION. 


By his Excellency James Doveias, Companion of the Most Honourable Oraer of the Bath, 


Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty’s Colony of British Columbia and its depen- 


dencies, Vice Admiral of the same, &c., &e. 


Wuereas by virtue of an Act of Parliament made and passed in the 21st and 22nd years of the 
reign of Her most Gracious Majesty the Queen, and by a Commission under the Great Seal of the 


United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland in conformity therewith, I, James Douglas, Governor 


of the Colony of British Columbia, have been authorized by Proclamation, issued under the Public 
Seal of the said Colony, to make laws, institutions and ordinances, for the peace, order, and good 
government of the same. 

And whereas it is expedient that town lots, suburban lots, and surveyed agricultural lands in 


British Columbia, which have been, or which hereafter may be offered for sale at public auction, and. 


remain unsold, should be sold by private contract. 

Now, therefore, I, James Douglas, Governor of British Columbia, by virtue of the authority afore- 
said, do proclaim, order, and enact as follows :— 

The Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works for the time being for British Columbia, and all 
magistrates, Gold Commissioners, and Assistant Gold Commissioners, by the said Chief Commis- 
sioner authorized in writing in that behalf, may'sell by private contract any of the lots and lands 
herein-after mentioned, at the prices and on the terms herein-after respectively stated, viz. :— 

(a.) ‘Town and suburban lots which have been or hereafter may be offered for sale at public auction, 
and remain unsold, at the upset price, and on the terms at and on which the same were offered for 
sale at such auction. 

(b.) Agricultural lands surveyed by the Government Surveyor which may or shall have been offered 
for sale at public auction, and remain unsold, at ten shillings per acre, payable one half in cash at 
the time of sale, and the other half at the expiration of two years from such sale. | 

And the purchaser of any agricultural land aforesaid shall purchase, subject to such rights of way 
and water as may be hereafter declared by some writing under the hand of the Chief Commissioner of 
Lands and Works aforesaid. 

issued under the Public Seal of the said Colony, at Victoria, Vancouver Island, this 
twentieth day of January, A.D. one thousand eight hundred and sixty, and in the 
twenty-third year of Her Majesty’s reign, by me, 
Jamrs Dovectas. 
By his Excellency’s command, 
Witit1am A. G. Youne, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Gop SAVE THE QUEEN. 
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Despatches from the Secretary of State. 





No. 1. BritTIsH 
Copy of DESPATCH from Secretary the Right Hon. Sir EK. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P., to ae * 
Governor Douetas, C.B. No. 1. 
(No. 75.) 
Sir, Downing Street, June 3, 1859. 


I nAvE to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 136,* of the 12th April * Page 5. 
last; containing further reports on the general state of British Columbia, and forwarding 
for my inspection a nugget of gold which had been recently found at Bridge River. 

1 beg to thank you for your attention in sending me this interesting specimen of the 
metallic produce of the new Colony. 


I have, &c. 





Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) kK. B. LYTTON. 
&c. Xe. 
No. 2. No. 2. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Secretary the Right Hon. Sir KE. B. Lyrron, Bart., M.P., to 
Governor Doueuas, C.B. 


(No. 76.) ‘ 
Sir, Downing Street, June 4, 1859. 

I nave to acknowledge your Despatch No. 129,* of the 11th of April last, Page 4. 
respecting the construction of the route by Harrison’s River, and I have to express my | 
satisfaction that you have been able to pay, from the revenues of the Colony, the entire 
cost of this undertaking. : 





I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) E, B. LYTTON. 
&c. &c. 
No. 3e No. 3. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Duxs of NewcasTLe to Governor Douctas, C.B. 
(No. 3.) 
Sir, Downing Street, June 30, 1859. 


I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 187,* of the 12th April * Page 7, 
last, reporting a serious injury to the interests of British Columbia which.is caused by 
the practices of certain American owners of steam-boats running on the Fraser River. 

I have referred to the opinion of the Law Advisers of the Crown the question raised 
by you as to your power legally to withhold a British register from vessels becoming 
British under such circumstances as those described in your Despatch, and I transmit for 
your information and guidance a copy of the report which I have received from them on 
this subject. 

I have, &c. 

Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 

&e. &c, 





N 4 
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No. 4. ' 
Ri, ons Cory of DESPATCH from the Duke of Newcastie to Governor Douctas, C.B. 
ot No. 5. } 
No. 4. Sir, ( ) Downing Street, July 4, 1859. 
* Page 11. I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No, 154,* of the 14th of 
May, containing a report of the latest intelligence received from British Columbia. 
I have to convey to you my thanks for the information which is supplied by your 
Despatch, as well as for your availing yourself of any chance opportunities of communi- 
cating to Her Majesty’s Government the most recent intelligence respecting a Colony 
about which so much interest is felt in this country. 
I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed ) NEWCASTLE, 
&c. &c. 
No. 5, ig No. 5. “ 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Duxr of Newcastie to Governor Doucuas, C.B. 
(No. 9.) | 
Sir, Downing Street, July 28, 1859. 
* Page 12, I wave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 156,* ofthe 23rd of 


May last, respecting the system of Jand sales and mining licences, 
VidePapers I have little doubt that the Despatch from this office, No. 62,} of the 7th of May last, 


presented e size ; ee A Ro nie - as seit “% : 
SS merust 1859, will have modified your views and practice as to deferred payments. On this subject I 





p. 86, can do no more than express my concurrence in the views entertained by my predecessor. 
I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE, 
&c, &c, si . 
No. 6. No. 6. 


Cory of DESPATCH from the Duxe of Newcast.e to Governor Doueuas, C.B. 
(No. 10.) 





Sir, Downing Street, August 5, 1859. 
* Vide Papers ] nave had under my consideration your Despatch No. 39,* of the 30th November 
Presentetgo9, last, requesting instructions as to the disposal of convicts sentenced to transportation in 
p32 ‘British Columbia. In reply I have to inform you that no British Colony remains 
available for the reception of offenders sentenced to penal servitude or transportation. 
in any places out of the United Kingdom, and that the only resource available for their 
punishment is imprisonment with hard labour in the country where their offences are 
committed. 
I have, &c. | 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed ) NEWCASTLE, 
&e, &c. 
No. 7, No. 7. 
Copy of DESPATCH from the Duxer of Newcasr.e to Governor Douc.as, C.B, 
(No. 13.) 
Sir, Downing Street, August 29, 1859. 


Wirn reference to my predecessor’s Despatch, No. 56, of the 28th of April, 
informing you that Her Majesty’s Government were about to call for tenders for the 
conveyance of the mails between San Francisco and British Columbia, I have to acquaint 
you that on subsequent consideration it has been decided that the advantages which 
would be derived by the Colonies of British Columbia and Vancouver's Island would 
not prove equivalent to the large amount of subsidy that would be demanded for the 
establishment of this service. ‘lhe same cause has precluded Her Majesty’s Government 
from entertaining a proposal that had been submitted to them for carrying these mails 
through Canada and the Hudson’s Bay Company’s territory. I have therefore to instruct 
you to endeavour to secure the improvements in the existing service which you pointed 

* Page oo, Out as desirable in your Despatch of the 16th November last,* which 1 trust will suffice 
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to meet the requirements of the two Colonies till their progress and increasing importance 
shall ensure more advantageous proposals. 

I have to add that the Postmaster General has obtained the permission of the United 
States Post Office to forward the correspondence for Vancouver's [sland and British 
Columbia in closed mails, addressed to Her Majesty’s Consul at San Francisco, who 
will forward them by the first eligible opportunity to their destination. 

I have, &c. 





Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed ) NEWCASTLE. 
&e, &c, 
No. 8. 
Copy of DESPATCH from the Duxs of Newcastie to Governor Douctas, C.B., 
(No. 14.) 
Sir, Downing Street, September 5, 1859. 


I sewp you an Act passed in the recent Session of Parliament “ to make further 
“ provision for the regulation of the trade with the Indians, and for the administration 
“ of justice in the North-western territories of America.” 

The Act applies, as you will perceive, to the territories over which the Hudson’s Bay 
Company recently enjoyed a licence of trade, excluding both the charter territories 
and also British Columbia. It has been considered necessary by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment and by Parliament that provisions to this effect should be made in order to enable 
the Crown to take measures for establishing order in the administration of the executive, 
and in the conduct of trade in those vast regions, in case any urgent reason for doing so 
should arise; but Her Majesty’s Government have not any immediate intention of 
advising Her Majesty to exercise the powers given Her by this Act. 

I should, however, be glad to receive from you at your convenience a report as to the 
persons whom you may consider eligible for magistrates in these North-western territories, 
with which your long service under the Hudson’s Bay Company has made you to some 
extent familiar; and also as to any regulations for the conduct of the Indian trade which 
your experience may lead you to consider advisable. 

I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
&c. &C: 
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Aw Act to make further Provision for the Regulation of the Trade with the Indians, and for the 
Administration of Justice in the North-western Territories of America. [13th August 1859. | 


Wuereas an Act was passed in the Forty-third year of King George the Third (chapter one hundred 
and thirty-eight), “for extending the jurisdiction of the Courts of Justice in the Provinces of Lower and 
** Upper Canada to the trial and punishment of persons guilty of crimes and offences within certain 
*¢ parts of North America adjoining to the said provinces,” and an Act was passed in the Session holden 
in the first and second years of King George the Fourth (chapter sixty-six), “for regulating the fur 
* trade, and for establishing a criminal and civil jurisdiction within certain parts of North America;” 
and by the firstly herein-mentioned Act it was enacted, that all Offences committed within any of the 
Indian territories or parts of America not within the limits of either of the Provinces of Lower or 
Upper Canada, or of any civil government of the United States of America, should be and be deemed 
to be offences of the same nature, and should be tried in the same manner, and subject to the same 
punishment, as if the same had been committed within the Provinces of Lower or Upper Canada; and 
by the secondly herein-mentioned Act it was enacted, that it should be lawful for His Majesty, if He 
should deem it convenient so to do, to issue a commission or commissions to any person or persons to be 
and act as justices of the peace within such parts of America as aforesaid; and it was also enacted, that 
it should be lawful for His Majesty, by Commission under the Great Seal, to authorize and empower 
such persons so appointed justices to sit and hold Courts of Record for the trial of criminal offences and 
misdemeanors, and also of civil causes: And whereas no Courts of Record have been established or 
authorized as aforesaid, and it is expedient to make further provision for the administration of justice 
in criminal cases in the said Indian territories, and such other parts as aforesaid of America, and also to 
make provision for better regulating trade with the Indians in the territories and parts aforesaid: Be 
it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows: 
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I. It shall be lawful for Her Majesty, by the commission by which any Justices of the Peace are Justices of the 
appointed under the said Act of King George the Fourth, or by any subsequent commission, or by any Peace in the 


Order in Council, from time to time to authorize any such justice or justices to take cognizance of and 
try im a summary way all crimes, misdemeanors, and offences whatsoever, except as herein-after men- 
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tioned, within the local limits of the jurisdiction of such justices (or such parts thereof as Her Majesty 
may direct in this behalf), and to punish such crimes, misdemeanors, and offences by fine or imprison- 
ment, or both; and it shall be lawful for Her Majesty, in manner aforesaid, from time to time to restrict 
or regulate the exercise of such jurisdiction as She may think fit, and to direct in what cases the same 
may be exercised by one or by more than one of such justices, and generally to make such provision 
concerning the exercise of such jurisdiction as to Her Majesty may seem expedient; and it shall also 
be lawful for Her Majesty, in manner aforesaid, to order or authorize the appointment of all proper 
officers to act in aid of such justices; and the said justices respectively may do or cause to be done all 
acts, matters, and things for the execution of their sentences, and in aid of their jurisdiction under this 
Act, which might be done or caused to be done by Courts of Record having jurisdiction in the like 
cases: Provided always, that where the offence with which any person is charged before any such 
justice or justices is one which is punishable with death, or one which in-the opinion of such justice or 
justices ought, either on account of the inadequacy of the punishment which such justice or justices 
can inflict, or for any other reason, to be made the subject of prosecution in the ordinary way, 
rather than to be disposed of summarily, such justice or justices shall commit the offender to safe 
custody, and. cause him to be sent im ‘such custody for trial to Upper Canada, as provided ‘by the 
said Act of King George the Fourth, or, where such justice or justices may see fit, to the Colony of 
British Columbia; and such offender may be tried and dealt with by any Court constituted in 
British Columbia having cognizance of the like offences committed there, and such Court shall have 
the like powers and authorities for this purpose as under the said Acts are given to any Court in 
Canada in the like cases. 

II. Provided, That nothing herein-before contained shall be taken to repeal or affect the provisions 
of the said Act of King George the Fourth concerning the establishment of Courts of Record im the 
said territories, and where such Courts are established any offenders within the limits of the jurisdiction 
thereof may be committed for trial to such Courts instead of the Courts of Canada or British 
Columbia. 

III. It shall be lawful for Her Majesty, by and with the advice of Her Privy Council, from time to 
time to make such rules and regulations as She may deem expedient for the conduct of the trade with 
the Indians, and for diminishing or preventing the sale and distribution of spirits to the Indians, or for 
promoting their moral and religious improvement, to be in force in all or any portions of the territories 
mentioned in the said Act of King George the Fourth which may not be included in any grant or 
licence for the time being in force under that Act. 

IV. Nothing herein contained shall extend to the territories heretofore granted to the Company of 
Adventurers trading to Hudson’s Bay; and nothing herein contained shall extend to the Colony of 
British Columbia, save as herein expressly provided, or to the Colony of Vancouver’s Island. 





No. 9. 
Copy of DESPATCH from the Duke of NewcastLz to Governor Dovetas, C.B. 


(No. 15.) 
Sir, Downing Street, September 5, 1859. 

I wave received your Despatch No. 189,* of the 6th of July, transmitting for my 
approval and confirmation a return of the provisional appointments which you have made 
to offices in British Columbia between Ist January and 30th June 1859. 

I am unable, in the absence of more full information than is supplied by your Despatch, 
to confirm these appointments. I cannot impress upon you too strongly the necessity of 
confining the expenditure of British Columbia within the limits of the revenue, and, in 
the present state of the finances of the Colony, of maintaining its establishments on the 
most economical scale, consistent with due regard to the proper administration of the 
Government, and the preservation of order in the country. At the present moment, 
when the efflux of population from the Colony is great and constant, I cannot feel 
satisfied of the necessity for the creation of so large a number of new appointments, 
involving an additional annual charge of nearly 3,000/. on its resources. 

I have, therefore, to instruct you to furnish me with a return of the whole civil 
establishment of British Columbia, distinguishing the appointments that have been 
sanctioned by the Secretary of State, and affording me a full explanation of the grounds 
for the creation of those which you have provisionally established, and of the nature and 
extent of the duties attached tothem. Pending the receipt of this report I am compelled 
to withhold my confirmation of the appointments in the list that accompanies your 
Despatch, for the creation of which the sanction of the Secretary of State has not been 
previously given. 

I have also to instruct you to transmit to the Secretary of State, in future, quarterly 
returns, in the form of which I annex a copy, of all changes in offices, or new appoint- 
ments in the Colony. 

I have, &c. 

Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed ) NEWCASTLE, 

&c, &c. 





oa 
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No. 10. 


Copy of DESPATCH from the Duxe of Newcastrie to Governor Douetas, C.B. 
(No. 16.) 
Sr, Downing Street, September 5, 1859. 

I nAveE to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 167,* of the 8th June, 
and to thank you for the general information it contains as to the state of British 
Columbia. I have also to request that you will convey to Mr. Justice Begbie the 
expression of my thanks for the very full and interesting account of his expedition up 
the country. 





I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE 
&c. &c. | 
No. 1 
Copy of DESPATCH from the Duxrt of NewcastLe to Governor Douetas, C.B. 
Sir, Downing Street, September 5, 1859. 


Amone the many difficulties with which the organization of Government in 
British Columbia has to contend I cannot but think that the presence and resi ence in 
that colony of the several officers who have been appointed by the Crown to conduct i's 
affairs is indispensable. 

I have not received any special report from yourself on this subject; but from uch 
information as | collect from other sources (subject to your better knowledge as to its 
correctness), it would appear that this essential duty is very much disregarded. 

Being yourself Governor both of Vancouver’s Island and British Columbia, you have 
necessarily a divided duty to perform; but the unavoidable absence which this occasions 
on your part cannot dispense with the tloser attention of other British Columbian 
functionaries to their duties. 

It is stated that the Judge, the Colonial Secretary, his assistant, the Attorney-general, 
and the Treasurer, are all at present residing in Vancouver’s Island. 

This state of things must be put an end to at once, and the gentlemen in question must 
be warned that they must repair with the least practicable delay to the scene of their 
duties, or, if they decline to do so, must at once resign their situations. I am aware that 
there may be difficulties in finding residences in a colony just commencing its existence ; 
but these difficulties must be overcome, as they would by this time have been overcome, 
had not the close neighbourhood of the colony of Vancouver’s Island afforded so easy a 
means of absenting themselves for the time from their posts. 





I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
&c. &c. 
No. 12. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Duxe of Nrewcastie to Governor Douetas, C.B. 
(No. .22.) 
SIR, Downing Street, September 19, 1859. 


Your Despatches noted in the margin,* relating to the establishment of an assay 
office in British Columbia, have been considered by Her M@jesty’s Government, and a 
communication will be immediately addressed to the Master of the Mint regarding 
the arrangements necessary for giving effect to this design. Her Majesty’s Government 
have not overlooked the objections which suggest themselves to the work of a refinery 
and assay being undertaken by a Government establishment ; but in view of the example 
derived from the experience of California, and having regard to the advantages to the 
miners in ascertaining and realizing their treasure, as well as to the facilities which will be 
afforded in the collection of a revenue from an export duty on gold, Her Majesty’s 
Government have given their sanction to the measure. 

I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
&c. &c. 
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No. 13. 


Cory of DESPATCH from the Duxe of Newcast Le to Governor Douetas, C.B. 


(No. 24.) 
Sir, Downing Street, September 23, 1859. 

I nave to acknowledge your Despatch No. 182,* of 2nd July last, in which you 
represent that the cost of the military force now stationed in British Columbia, with the 
heavy charge of colonial pay, is more than the finances of the Colony can at present bear, 
and urge on Her Majesty’s Government the necessity of assuming some part of it. 

From this Despatch, and from your other correspondence, | am not sure whether you 
clearly understand, that it was never the intention of Her Majesty’s Government to throw 
the entire cost of this military force on the Colony. ‘Their regimental pay is to be 
defrayed from Imperial funds. 

But with regard to the colonial pay and allowances, I cannot depart from the instruc- 
tions already given you by Sir E. B, Lytton, being confident that the resources of the 
Colony are such as will in all probability enable it to overcome existing difficulties, and 
provide for this portion of its expenditure within a reasonable time. 

I have, &c. 





Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
&c. &c. | 
No. 14. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Duxe of Newcastte to Governor Douctas, C.B. 
(No. 27.) 
Sir, Downing Street, September 29, 1859. 


Wiru reference to my Despatch No. 22,* of the 19th inst., acquainting you that 
Her Majesty’s Government had sanctioned the establishment of an Assay Office in 
British Columbia, I transmit to you for your information, the copy of a correspondence 
between the Treasury and this department, showing the arrangements which it is 


1 have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
&c. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 14. 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, September 19, 1859. 

Wiru further reference to your letter of the 11th ultimo, I am directed by the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to transmit herewith copy of a Report from the Master of the 
Mint on the subject of the establishment of a Government assay office and refinery in British Columbia, 
and I am to request that you will inform the Duke of Newcastle that the arrangements suggested by 
the Master of the Mint appear to my Lords to be judicious, and if his Grace should be of the same 
opinion, my Lords will authorize Mr. Graham to engage the services of the persons recommended by 
him, on the conditions proposed, and to provide the necessary stores, &c. ‘Their Lordships consider 
that the best course to follow in regard to the preliminary expenses will be to advance the sum of 
2,000/., suggested by the Master of the Mint, out of the grant for British Columbia, on the under- 
standing that the amount will be repaid from the colonial revenue. 

I have, &c. 


H. Merivale, Esq., C.B. (Signed) Gro. A. Hamitroy. 
&e. &e. 


Sub-enclosure. 
Sir, Royal Mint, September 9, 1859. 
Wiru reference to your letter of the 30th ultimo, transmitting papers relative to the establish- 
ment of ai assay office and refinery in British Columbia, and informing me that their Lordships were 
prepared to sanction the necessary proceedings for the establishment of a Government assay and 
refinery in British Columbia, and requesting me to report to their Lordships on the arrangements 
which should be adopted for the purpose, I beg to report accordingly as follows :— 

Irom the success which has attended the assay and melting department at Sydney established by 
Government, it may reasonably be expected that such an establishment as that contemplated in British 
Columbia will be self-supporting from the first, and in a short time highly remunerative, for the income 
of the Sydney Mint last year was 15,000/., and the whole expenses 12,000/.; the large revenue stated 
being entirely derived from fees on operations of melting and assaying executed for the public, while, 
as the yield of gold-fields of British Columbia appears to approach to if it does not already exceed that 
of the province of Victoria, the receipts are likely to be on a large scale. ‘The superior intelligence and 
energy of the resident Superintendent are a further guarantee of the success of the undertaking. It is 
very necessary, however, to occupy the ground as soon as possible, and anticipate the erection of 
private refineries. 
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Captain Gosset, in a report dated 25th April 1859, which he addressed to the Acting Secretary of Britis 
the Colony, suggests the following organization for the establishment, with the probable expenses for CoLumpra, 





the first and second years :— as 

First Year. Second Year. 

ce aaes Lh) 5B hs Ee 

One assaying officer - - - - 400 0 0 - “A 450 0 0 

One smelting officer - - - - 400 0 0 “ od 450 0 O 

Two assistants - - - - 500 0 0 “ - 600 0 0 

One accountant clerk - - - 300 0 0 a e 350 0 O 

Implements - - - - - 1,000 0 0 - . 100 0 O 
Transit of party, stores - - - 1,000 0 0 - = sa 
Buildings = - - - - - 500 0 0 - . iy 

£4,100 0 0 £1,950 0 0 








This scheme appears to be the result of careful consideration, and I have no hesitation in recom- 
mending it to the favourable attention of their Lordships, slightly modified as follows : 


First Year. Second Year. 
Siies Site ce Sede 
One assayer - - - - 450 0 0 - - 500 0 0 
One assistant assayer - - - 300 0 O - - 350 0 O 
One melter (if obtainable) - - - 450 0 0 - “ 500 0 0 
One operative melter - - - 250 0 0 - : 300 0 0 
One accountant clerk - . - 3007 Ohe 6 - - 350 0 O 
Three months’ half-pay to all the staff, calcu- 
lated from day of appointment — - - 218 15 0 = 
Stores sufficient for one year’s consumption - 1,000 0 0O s 4 100 OQ O 
Transit of party and stores (including 100/. 
outfit and passage-money to each of four 
officers, and 70/. to the operative melter) - 800 0 0 ae 
Buildings - - - - - 500 0 0 ivy) 
£4,268 15 0 £2,100 0 O 








The persons appointed to be assured of their salaries for two years and a half, as proposed by 
Captain Gosset, the operative melter to be further allowed 50/. for return passage-money if he chooses 
to return home after serving the time specified. 

The great difficulty in carrying out the present scheme is the lowness of the salaries offered for pro- 
fessional services. At the Sydney mint the assayer is allowed 580/. the first year, and 630. the 
second, and yet, with this larger salary, the greatest difficulty was experienced in finding a qualified 
person on the occurrence lately of a vacancy in the office. I am happy, however, to be able to inform 
you that no difficulty exists at present in fillmg up the offices of assayer and assistant assayer at the 
salaries which I have specified. It will also be possible I believe to obtain the services of a qualified 
operative melter; but great difficulty is experienced in finding a suitable person practically qualified to act 
as the head of this branch (as melter) for the salary offered. Such an officer is desirable to give weight 
and responsibility to the establishment, but not I believe indispensable. In the absence of a melter 
from the staff, one or both of the assayers may be instructed before embarking, so as to be able to 
conduct the melting department with the assistance of the operative melter. 

The name of an accountant clerk has been suggested by Captain Gossett, Mr. Hiff, at present a 
clerk in the London and Westminster Bank, with whom I can communicate, and report upon his 
qualifications, if it is the pleasure of their Lordships. 

As the assayers and melters will be fully occupied for at least two months in collecting and preparing 
(under proper supervision) the numerous implements, apparatus, and material required in their respec- 
tive departments, the first step to be taken will be to nominate persons to these offices. In the pressing 
circumstances of the case, I may perhaps be allowed to submit at once the names of such officers as 
I have already selected, after full inquiry, for recommendation to their Lordships. 

As assayer, Mr. Francis George Claudit. Mr. I. G. Claudit is 23 years of age. He is younger 
brother of Mr. Frederick Claudit, of Cannon Street, City, a professional assayer of eminence, and has 
been assistant to his brother for several years. 

As assistant assayer, Mr. Frederick Henry Bousfield, 20 years of age, who has also been a junior 
assistant in Mr. Claudit’s assay laboratory for the last three years. Both the gentlemen named have 
received a good scientific education, and are qualified to analyze ores, and act generally as analytical 
chemists, and if sent, will prove, I have no doubt, a valuable acquisition to the Colony. 

Of the early completion of the staff, with or without a principal melter, I entertain no doubt. 

It is desirable that funds should be immediately available to the extent of about 2,000/. for the 
expenditure to be incurred for stores, outfit, and salary in this country. On the institution of the 
Sydney mint, the Master of the Mint was authorized to make the necessary advances for such pur- 
poses from the mint cash account, to be afterwards refunded by the Colonial Government. But the 
course to be pursued on the present occasion I must leave to the judgment of their Lordships. 

It does not appear to me that any necessity exists for the exercise of a continued supervision 
by the Home Government of the projected assay office and refinery in British Columbia beyond the 
assistance, in its first establishment, proposed to be granted in this country. 

The future management of the establishment may be safely left with the Colonial authorities. 


I haye, &e. 
(Signed) Tuos. GranamM. 
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Str, Downing Street, September ’/30, 1859. ; 
I am directed by the Duke of Newcastle to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of'the 19th 
instant, with its enclosure from the Master of the Mint, stating the arrangements which he would 
recommend in the establishment of a Government assay office and ‘refinery i in British Columbia. 
I am desired to state that the Duke of Newcastle concurs in the suggestions of the Master of the 
Mint, and would request their Lordships to authorize their being at once carried into effect. 


Iam, &e. a 
G. A. Hamilton, Esq. (Signed) oH. Mertyare. 
&e. &e. 
No. 15. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Duxs of Newcastix to Governor Doueuas, C.B. 
(No. 29.) 
Sir, Downing Street, October 20, 1859. 


I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 206,* of the 18th of 
August last, forwarding a report lately received from Colonel Moody, of a reconnais- 
sance of the Harrison and Tillooet route to the Upper Fraser, under the command of 
Lieutenant Palmer, R.E. 

I have, &c. 





Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
&c. &e. ) 
No. 16. 
Copy of DESPATCH from the Duxe of NewcastLe to Governor Dovetas, C.B. 
(No. 30.) ay 
Sir, Downing Street, October 20, 1859. 


I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 201, * of the 16th August 
last, enclosing the report of an overland journey of survey in the districts of British 
Coline. bordered on the Thompson, Fraser, and Harrison Rivers, conducted 4 
Lieutenant Richard Mayne of Her Majesty’s ship “ Plumper.” 





I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
&c. &c. 
No. 17. 
Copy of DESPATCH from the Duxr of Newcastix to Governor Dovetas, C.B. 
(No. 31.) 7 
Sir, Downing Street, October 21, 1859. 


I opserve in your Despatch of the 23rd August, No. 207,* that you express your 
anxious wish for the arrival of the gun-boats promised for the service of British Columbia 
by my predecessor in his Despatch “of the 10tht of last March. 

Having made inquiries of the Admiralty on this subject, I learn that the two gun-boats 
in question were despatched on the 28th of last August, that they sailed from St. Vincent 
on the 22nd ultimo, and that they were then bound to the River Plate, with orders to 
the Admiral on the station to send them on as soon as he could spare them. 

The “ ‘Termagant” (screw frigate) was to accompany them; but I apprehend she was 
destined for the ‘general service of the station. 

I take this opportunity of apprizing you that Her Majesty’s Government have ordered 
the “* Topaze” and “ Clio” to join the squadron on the north-west coast of America. 

I have, &c. 

Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed ) NEWCASTLE. 

&ce. &e. 
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No. 18. British 
CoLuMBIA. 
Copy of DESPATCH from the Duxr of NrewcastLe to Governor Doueuas, C.B. i, 18 
(No. 82.) 
Sir, Downing Street, October 21, 1859. 


Wirn reference to my Despatch of the 29th September, No. 27,* on the subject * Page 102. 
of the establishment of an assay office and refinery in British Columbia, I have to 
inform you that the Master of the Mint has been authorized to carry into effect the 
arrangements which have been proposed for the accomplishment of this object. 
I now enclose you the copy of a Letter from the Treasury, with an annexure, from 
which you will learn that Mr. Bacon and Mr. Hitchcock have been engaged as melters. 
: I have, &c. 





Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
&c. &c. 
No. 19. No. 19. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Duxe of Newcastiz to Governor Douetas, C.B. 
(No. 33.) Downing Street, October 28, 1859. 
Sir, (Answered, No. 27, February 25, 1860.) 


I Have to thank you for your Despatch of the 23rd August, No. 207,* reporting * Page 49. 
upon the state of British Columbia down to that date. There is much in that report 
which affords satisfactory evidence of the value of this Colony as a British possession ; 
but it is impossible to peruse your Despatch without being struck with the little progress 
which has been made in the communications into the interior. 

From the large expenditure incurred on account of the Harrison Liloett road, and the 
zeal which was so early manifested in the Colony for its formation, Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment were led to suppose that a route would be opened for the miners, which would 
considerably abridge the distance in reaching the scene of their labours, and facilitate the 
transport to them of the means of subsistence. I now learn that this work is being 
faintly prosecuted by the Royal Engineers, under the command of Captain Grant; that 
funds to the extent of 30,000/. are needed for its completion, besides, as you inform me, 
© the helping hand of Government on all sides.” You throw out a suggestion that this 
pecuniary assistance could be easily raised by way of loan, either in England or in Van- 
couver’s Island, provided its payment were guaranteed by Parliament. I think it right to 
lose no time in disabusing you of the impression you allow yourself to entertain that the 
Imperial Parliament could be recommended to take the course you wish. Both Parliament 
and the English public claim from British Columbia an energetic development of the great 
natural resources with which it is endowed. 

The admonitions which have been so ably and so frequently proffered by my prede- 
cessor, that British Columbia should look to her own exertions for success, must not pass 
unheeded, but a practical exemplification of that advice must be exhibited. Her Majesty’s 
Government have applied to Parliament already for advances in aid of the Colony to an 
extent which shows that no reasonable demands have been refused when proved to exist ; 
but this assistance must not be drawn into a precedent to be followed on all occasions, 
nor lead you, or the inhabitants of the Colony, to expect that this country shall supply 
you with the means of developing those resources, which it is your duty to make the 
most of yourselves. I am explicit with you on this point, and wish you to understand 
that Her Majesty’s present Government, sharing completely the sentiments of the late 
Government in respect to British Columbia, cannot venture to ask Parliament for any 
such guarantee as you desire. 

2. You have on many occasions adverted to your intention of levying an export duty 
on gold ; but as no report has reached this office of your having done so, I conclude that 
impediments have arisen to frustrate this very necessary measure. Now, however, that it 
has been determined to set up a Government assay office in the Colony, you will lose no 
time in resorting to the expedient for which you have pressed Her Majesty’s Government 
to give you such facilities as are requisite. 

8. Lam glad to hear that the miners have been so successful in their pursuits on 
the Thompson and Quenne! Rivers. I wish it were in my power to assist them in regard 
to banks of deposit. But these conveniences of a highly civilized state of society will 
accompany wealth by degrees, and can scarcely be looked for at so early a period of 
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advancement as British Columbia has yet arrived at. Possibly some arrangements may be 
made with the Bank of British North America, which has the power and intention of 
carrying on banking business in Vancouver’s Island and British Columbia. 
4. The newspapers enclosed in your Despatch contained intelligence of a highly inte- 
resting nature, and I will thank you to send me more from time to time. 
I have, &c. 





Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
&c. &c. 
No. 20. 
_ Cory of D ESPATCH from the Duxe of Nrwcastre to Governor Douatas, C.B. 
(No. 3.) Downing Street, January 7, 1860. 
Sir, 


I rRANSMIT to you herewith the copy of a Letter which has been addressed to 
this Department by Captain Clarke, R.E., late Surveyor General of the Colony of 
Victoria, accompanied by a proposed scheme for the disposal of the Crown lands in 
British Columbia. | 

My attention is at present occupied in the consideration of the best means by which 
the country lands of the Colony can be made more readily available than is the case 
at present for occupation by agricultural settlers, and I shall be glad if in the mean- 
time you will give your consideration to the scheme suggested by Captain Clarke, and 
will furnish me with the opinion which your experience and local knowledge may lead 
you to form of its applicability to the circumstances of British Columbia. 

I have, &c. 

Governor Douglas C.B. (Signed ) NEWCASTLE. 

&e.. &c. 





Enclosure in No. 19. 
My pear Sir, Army and Navy Club, Monday. 
I senp you a report on the British Columbian Papers, and which I now return. 

I have written this report in the form of a proposed Order in Council, under the second section of 

the Act of 1858, providing for the government of British Columbia, explaining each section as 
roposed. 

7 a aware that I have gone far beyond the intention with which these papers were sent me, but I 

found in reading them so many points suggesting themselves, as well as the difficulty of explaining an 

isolated portion of a system, that I have been rather forced to write more than was perhaps necessary. 

Even as it is, I almost fear that I have failed to explain clearly a system which, if {t is adopted in 
British Columbia, will effectually secure its settlement without, on the one hand, playing too much 
into the hands of the Americans, or on the other, checking immigration from any quarter. 

As I believe that but little time ought to be lost to give to British Columbia a clearly defined land 
system—whatever system may be adopted—I have sent the report as first written. This, and as most 
of last week I was engaged in Colchester, will I trust plead for me for the very imperfect shape I send 
this report. 

Believe me, &c. 
The Under Secretary of State. A. CLARKE. 


Sub-enclosure. 


CHAPTER 


Secrion . Alienation of Crown lands to be by sale at public auction as hereafter described. 

Secrion . Excepting from above provision country lands once or oftener submitted for sale at 
auction, and not bought, which may be purchased by contracts with Governors or officers named to 
receive purchase-money; also lands required for the purposes of Government, either general or 
municipal, or held under public trusts, where trustees are named or approved by executive Government, 
or incorporated in legislative acts; also with respect to engagements made by the Crown to naval and 
military settlers. 

Section . Province to be divided into counties, hundreds, and parishes. 

Section . Lands to be distinguished into town and country lots. 

Section . Authority to Governor to convey. 

Secrion . No lands tobe alienated or conveyed till surveyed and limits marked on public charts and 
boundaries, &e. described in registers. 

Section . No grant to cover alienation of more than one square mile, or 640 acres, or no greater 
area to be offered at auction than said quantity in one lot. 

Section . Lowest upset price to be five shillings per acre. 
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Section . Upset price of town lots to be fixed by Governor in Council. 

Srecrion . Town lots to be sold only at auction. 

Section  . Power to Governor in Council, in case of country lands, the probable value of which 
is enhanced by circumstances, to raise upset price to approximate value. 

Section . All lands (town and country) put up to auction at prices respectively stated in schedule 
of sale, will be declared to be purchased by the bidder of the upset price, or the highest bidder above 
it, provided he shall pay down then and there the whole amount of purchase money, or a deposit of 
25 per cent. on the amount of purchase money, the remainder to be paid within 60 days from date of sale. 

Section . Purchaser to sign sale book. 

Section . Should purchaser neglect to pay balance of purchase money within 60 days, the 
deposit of 25 per cent. will be forfeited, and the land, if classed as country land, be declared open for 
future purchase, either at auction, or as hereafter prescribed. 

Section . Country lands once offered for sale, and for which no offer has been made, or on which 
the deposit has been forfeited, may, at discretion,of Governor in Council, be advertised as open for 

_ selection or purchase by private contract at prices aflixed. 

Section . All applications for land to be purchased by selection, or private contract, to be made 
in writing, and purchase money deposited. 

Section’ . As far as practicable, all lands to be sold in or near site of such lands. 

Section . All lands open for selection or purchase by private contract should, for twelve months 
after date for first advertisement, be subject to selection only at the nearest Government office, or 
magisterial bench to site of such lands, and then subsequently only at the Chief Crown Land Office. 

Section . All contemporaneous or conflicting applications for same land to be determined at 
auction. 

Section . All lands to be sold by auction, or otherwise, to be advertised at least 30 days before 
time or date of sale. 

Section . All lands sold to be described with purchaser’s name attached, and advertised within 
reasonable time after date of sale. 

_Secrion . Registers, with charts attached, describing such lot and subsequent history to be kept 
in Chief Crown Lands Office. 

Section . Beyond the limits of survey, or, in other words, beyond ten miles from the nearest lands 
surveyed, sold, or ready for sale, licences on application to the nearest bench of magistrates may be 
issued to persons desirous of selecting land for settlement and the immediate purpose of cultivation or 
other lawful occupation. 

‘Section . Such applications to be made in writing, setting forth description of si°' selected, 
intention of occupation, and readiness to purchase land when offered for sale, or to relinquish it, if 
required for public purposes, or purchased by other or higher bidder. 

Section . Licence to issue for one year only: fresh application required for renewal. 

Secrion . Fee fixed on licence. 

Section . Ingranting this concession of sanctioning the occupation of land under annual licence 

liable to revocation at any time for public purposes, the Crown, desirous of protecting the property and 
industry of the licensee, will grant, in case of sale of land occupied, a full and fair valuation for improve- 
ments made on its land, such valuation to be attached to the upset price of land when offered for sale at 
_/auction, and to be paid down by any purchaser other than the licensee, should he not have been able to 
_ obtain the land. 
_ Secrion . Similar licences to issue for occupation of lands, limited in area, for business purposes, 
_ within the sites of proposed townships, or in and on gold-fields. 
Section . Same protection afforded licensees within towns, &c., as in country lands. 


, 


CHAPTER ‘ 


{ 
4 Section . Without the boundaries of declared hundreds, land for depasturage of stock may be 
occupied under annual licence; amount of licence fee to be determined by capability of land; or, when 
_ two or more applicants wish for same land, the amount of licence to be determined at auction, in 
_ which case highest bidder to have right of renewal of depasturing licence for years. ‘This licence, it 
being distinctly understood, to lapse when all or portion of land occupied under it be brought within a 
hundred, be applied for for purchase, or be occupied by miners working for gold, or for extended 
_ mining operations, or required for public purposes; in any of which cases proportionate amount of rent 
to be returned. 

Srection . If land occupied for depasturage be sold during term of licence, or at expiration of 
licence, original licensee not receiving renewal at auction, or otherwise, valuation of improvements be 
allowed to outgoing licensee, to be paid by purchaser or incoming occupier. 

_ Secrion . Within the limits of proclaimed hundreds, depasturing licences to be issued to residents 
or purchasers of land within said hundreds. 
J ay . Annual licences to be issued to persons to fell timber, remove stone, open brick- 

elds, &c. 

Section . On the site of probable townships, and on the gold-fields, where land for building, &c. 
has not been sold, business licences to be issued, annual, renewable; such licences not on renewal 
to be subject to auction. 

Section . Fees payable on said business licences to be in proportion to frontage to street or 
thoroughfare occupied, but under one license not to exceed feet. 








CHAPTER ° 


SECTION : Declaring undesirable to sell auriferous land, but when land sold gold in it conveyed to 
purchasers with soil, but subject to tax, duty, or royalty as other gold from Crown lands. 
Section . Annual licences to mine for gold on Crown lands to issue to individual miners. 
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Britisu Section . Leases of “worked-out” gold-fields, extended sluice washings, for puddling machines, 
CoLumpra. quartz reefs, deep sinkings, to issue at a minimum upset price of per acre or per yard of reef. 
— Section . Extent of claim regulated by local legislation. ; 
Section . Power to associated miners to divert course of streams, cut sluices, races, &e., &e. 


Secrion _. Similar power for mills either for quartz crushing, sawing timber, &c., laying down 
tramways, rails, &c. 


CHAPTER 


Section . General rules regulating survey with regard to main roads, navigable waters, permanent 
streams, lakes, springs, general size and proportion of lots, &e. ee 
Section . Power reserved in grants for the Crown or its servants to open roads, &c., stating 
basis on which compensation should be given. SY ee 
Section . General power to justices of the peace to control mining operations when injurious to 
ublic. 
i Secrion . Publication of the names of all licence holders, applications for land, &c., to be required. 
Section . Appropriation of revenue. 
Secrion . All lands sold or occupied liable to general or local rates. $ 
Section . General powers to Governor in Council to alter, amend, and give effect to, &c., as long 
as not repugnant to general tenor of these orders. < 
SECTION All licences to issue from open bench in certain cases. Bench to obtain approval of 
Governor. . 
Section . Conviction before bench or higher court, licence to be forfeit. a, 
Secrion . Appeal to Governor in Council from above. 
Srcrion . Justices to be Commissioners to give effect to these orders. 





No. 21. No, 21. 


Copy of DESPATCH from the Duxe of NewcastLe to Governor Dovexas, C.B: 


(No. 9.) : LO iwoytaa 
Sir, Downing Street, February 18, 1860. 

I wave had the honour to receive your Despatch No. 231,* of the 10th of 
November, acknowledging some Despatches from my predecessor, on the. disposal. of 
land in British Columbia. No practical question is raised. by this communication, and it 

is unnecessary for me to enter further into the particular question to which it,relates. 
But I may take the present opportunity of cautioning you (although the caution is 
erhaps unnecessary ), that in transmitting to you in my recent Despatch No. 3,7 of the 
7th of January, Capt. Clarke’s scheme for the disposal of lands, you are not to suppose 
me to have done so as a preliminary towards carrying such a scheme into execution by 
the instrumentality of an Order of Her Majesty in Council. I think that the subject is 
not one fit to be dealt with by that authority, and that any attempt to frame in this 
country regulations entering so much into detail would be misplaced. My object was 
merely to put you in possession of the views of a gentleman of great ability, who 
formerly occupied a high position in Australia, and enjoyed the confidence of the colo- 
nists, upon the best means of meeting difficulties such as he had himself encountered 
in administering the affairs of a rapidly growing Colony, in order that you might have 
the benefit of his experience. You willbe able to judge for yourself how far the prin- 
ciples embodied in his scheme would be of any assistance to you in British Columbia, 
subject of course, in case you approve those principles, to all the modifications of detail 
which the difference of local circumstances might require. 


* Page 69. 


+ Page 106. 


I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE,. 
&c. &c. 10a 





No. 22. No. 22. rolls 


Copy of DESPATCH from the Duke of Newcastie to Governor Doveras, C.B. 


(No. 12.) 
Sir, Downing Street, February 28, 1860. 
* Page 78. I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 241,* of the 2a 
December, enclosing a copy of a letter from Colonel Moody relative to the portions 
land which it may be desirable to reserve in Burnard’s Inlet for naval purposes. ott 
I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
&c, &c. 
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No. 23. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Duxer of Newcastie to Governor Douctas, C.B. 


(No. 17.) 
Sir, Downing Street, April 16, 1860, 

I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 218,* of the 13th of 
September, enclosing copies of the following Proclamations issued by you for the Colony 
of British Columbia, viz.— 

No. '7. Proclamation dated 15th May 1859, for the naturalization of aliens. 

No. 8. Proclamation dated 19th May 1859, respecting oaths. 

No: 9. Proclamation dated 2nd June 1859, altering in some respects the Act for 
levying duties of Customs on imports into British Columbia. 

No. 10. Proclamation dated 15th June 1859, imposing tonnage, pilotage, and harbour 
dues at the port of New Westminster. 

No. 11: Proclamation dated 25th June 1859, amending the preceding Proclamation. 

No, 12. Proclamation dated 10th August 1859, amending the law relating to the licences 
for selling spirits, &c., and for other purposes. 

No. 15. Proclamation dated 3lst August 1859, entitled the Gold-fields Act. 

On the subject of the Proclamation for the naturalization of aliens I shall address you in 
a separate Despatch. he remaining Proclamations have been submitted for the sanction 
of the Queen, and they have been laid before Parliament in compliance with the provisions 
of the Act 21 & 22 Vict. Cap. XCIX. 

I transmit herewith extract of a report by the Law Advisers of this Department, 
respecting the form of these Proclamations, and I shall be glad if you will cause the 
suggestions therein contained to be followed in the preparation Srey enactments. 

nave, &c. 





Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
<c ‘diag 
No. 24. 
Copy of DESPATCH from the Duxs of Newcastie to Governor Dovetas, C.B. 
(No. 18.) 
Sir, Downing Street, April 16, 1860. 


) nave had under my consideration the Proclamation issued by you for British 
Columbia, on the 15th of May last, for the naturalization of aliens, of which a copy was 
transmitted to me with your Despatch No. 218,* of the 13th of September. 

This Proclamation (which you appear to have framed after the model of the law of 
_ Canada), provides that every alien who has resided in the Colony for three years may 
demand naturalization, on producing a declaration of his residence and character from 
some British subject, on making himself a declaration of residence, and on taking the 
oath of allegiance. ‘The latter declaration must be made, and oath taken before a Justice 
of the Peace, who is to declare that he knows no reason why the applicant should not be 
naturalized. ‘These conditions being fulfilled, the Court of British Columbia is to record 
the proceedings, and the alien is to be deemed a British subject for all purposes whatever, 
“while within the Colony of British Columbia.” The naturalization may be annulled, 
if any party to either of the above declarations is convicted of perjury therein. But the 
Court is not entitled, as a matter of course, to examine into the truth of the documents 
which it records. 

The certificate from a British subject is thus merely nugatory, since in every com- 
munity individuals will be found who will sign it without any knowledge of its truth. 

Under this law, it would apparently be in the power ofa fugitive American felon, by 
an easy fraud, to obtain all the rights of a British subject, and to qualify himself, so far as 
nationality is concerned, for any office in British Columbia, or a place in the Legislature 
as soon as such a body shall exist. 

I am desirous that every facility should be given for acquiring the character of a 
British subject, but a certain amount of bond fide residence and respectability ought to be 
required as a condition of naturalization. It appears to me desirable, if it be practicable, 
that the Court of British Columbia, or some special officer designated for the purpose, 
should be empowered to require proof, satisfactory to such Court or officer, of the required 
residence, and of the respectable character of the applicant for naturalization, and that, as 


British 
CoLumBtra. 





No. 23. 


* Page 51. 


Noa. 24. 


*Page 51. 


BrittsH 
CoLuMBIA. 


110 PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


a guide to the decision on this point, persons having been convicted of treason, felony, 
rape, forgery, or any other infamous crime, should be disqualified from naturalization. 

I am willing, however, to leave this question to your discretion and local knowledge, 
and I do not propose to interfere with the operation of the Act in its present form. I 
have accordingly submitted the Proclamation for the sanction of Her Majesty, and it has 
been laid before Parliament with the other Proclamations issued by you. | 

As a matter of language, the 4th clause should give the alien the rights of a British 
subject “ within,” not while “ within,” the said Colony of British Columbia. The effect 
of introducing the word “ while” would be (if the provision were valid), (1), that the 
naturalized persons “ while” within British Columbia would have the rights of a British 
subject elsewhere, (a privilege which the Colonial Legislature cannot confer; and (2), 
that while absent from the Colony his rights of holding property within it would be 
dormant (which is not intended). ‘The word “ while” therefore should be omitted. 


I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
&ec, &c. 


LONDON : 
Printed by Grorcr E. Eyre and Wit11aM Sporriswoope, 
Printers to the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty. 
For Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, 
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DESPATCHES FROM THE GOVERNOR. 


Number 
uy Date and Number. SUBJECT. Page. 
Series. 





1 17 Feb. 1860 (No. 24.)) FREE GRANTS OF LAND TO ORDAINED CLERGYMEN, 


relative to - - - - . ° 1 


2 18 Feb. 1860 (No. 25.)} STATE OF THE CHIMSYAN INDIANS. Transmitting 
correspondence between the Rev. Edw. Cridge and Mr. Wm. 
Duncan relative to the foundation of a Missionary Settlement 
for Indian Converts, and proposing the reservation of several 
| hundred acres of land to enable Mr. Duncan to carry this object 
into effect - - - - - - - y’. 


8 |23 April 1860(No. 42.)) GENERAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE COLONY. 
Water and road communication. Proposed road from Yale to 
Lytton. State of Mining Districts. Influx of Chinese - 4 


4 |23May 1860(Separate.)} GENERAL REPORT ON THE CITY OF NEW WEST- 
MINSTER. The inhabitants desire the incorporation of the 
town, the right of taxing themselves, and applying the proceeds 
to grading the streets, and to the general improvement of the 
town. Observations on the Land system - - - | 6 


5/31 May1860 (Separate.)) GENERAL REPORT OF THE STATE OF THE COLONY. 
Visit to Pitt Lake. Growing attachment of the alien population 
to the institutions of the country. Map illustrating route en- 
closed - - - - - - 8 





6 5 June 1860 (Separate.) GENERAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY 
IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF HOPE. Encloses a 


| Return exhibiting the average number of miners employed on 

| the several bars cf the Hope District, with their average 

| earnings - - - - - - - 9 
7 6 July 1860 (Separate.)| GENERAL REPORT ON YALE. States that he had conferred 

| with the inhabitants, with a view to the improvement of the 

| trail leading from Yale to Lytton, with the object of reducing the 

| expense of transport - - - - ate Ee 


8 3 Aug. 1860 (No. 70.) | FIRST REPORT OF MINERS SENT FROM HOPE TO 
EXPLORE THE GOLD FIELDS AT SHIMILKOMEEN -| 13 





9 , 4Aug. 1860 (No. 


~I 
r© 
wa 


| FREE GRANTS OF LAND TO THE CLERGY, relative 
to. Requests authority to substitute a money equivalent out of 
the Colonial Revenue, or to make some other provision for the 
support of the clergy of the English, Roman, Presbyterian, and 
Methodist churches - - - - - 14 





10 4 Aug. 1860 (No. 74.), PROCLAMATION. “THE NEW WESTMINSTER MUNI- 
| CIPAL COUNCIL ACT, 1860,” transmitted, with explanatory 

remarks - - - - - = 15 

1] 16 Aug. 1860 (No.76.)| DISCOVERY OF GOLD FIELDS AT ROCK CREEK 

IN THE SHIMILKOMEEN COUNTRY, AND OF 

| SILVER AT UNION. BAR NEAR FORT HOPE. Ap- 

pointment of Mr. Nind as Assistant Gold Commissioner - | 20 


12 8 Oct. 1860 (No. 86.)| RETURN FROM A TOUR IN BRITISH COLUMBIA, 
reported. Peace and order existed throughout the Colony. Ap- 
pointment of Gold Commissioner at Rock Creek - -/ 21 
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iv SCHEDULE. 
Number 
in Date and Number. SUBJECT. Page. 
Series. 


13 |9 Oct. 1860(Separate.)| GENERAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE COLONY. 
Address of the Grand Jury enclosed . - -|- 22 


14 25 Oct.1860 (Separate.)| GENERAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE COLONY. 
Elucidating the present state of the country, its natural capa- 
bilities, and the effect of its institutions on the development of 
its resources. Encloses report of massacre of an Immigrant 
train by the Snake Indians - - - - | 27 


15 9 Nov. 1860(No. 95.) | REPORT BY DR. FORBES OF H.M.S. “TOPAZE” OF 
THE COUNTRY BORDERING ON HARRISON LAKE 
AND RIVER, WITH REFERENCE TO ITS MINERAL 
CHARACTER, enclosed. The whole region he believes to 
be metalliferous, and the greater portion argentiferous. Map se 
geological sections enclosed - ns = 32 


16 8 Nov. 1860 (No. 100,)} GENERAL REPORT ON THE S STATE OF a readin) 
List of prices at Alexandria enclosed - - 40 


17 26 Jan. 186] (No.7.) | ABSTRACT OF APPROXIMATE REVENUE AND 
' EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDING 83ist_ 
DECEMBER 1860, transmitted. Revenue, oS 0112. 10s. 1d. 

Expenditure, 44, 1242. 10s. 3d. - - -| 43 


18 |28Feb.1861(Separate.)| GENERAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE COLONY. 
Encloses prices of provisions at Hope, Shimilkomeen District, 
Yale, and Rock Creek respectively - - -| 45 


19 2 May 1861 (No.33.)| GOLD DISCOVERIES AT OKANAGAN LAKE AND 
ANTLER CREEK reported. Also transmitting Reports by 
Mr. Cox of Messrs. Beam & Co.’s tour to the Okanagan Lake, 
and Mr. Nind’s report of the discoveries at Antler Creek, with a 
sketch of the new Gold Field - - - -| 49 


20 4 June 1861 (Separate.)) GENERAL REPORT OF THE STATE sae PRO 
OF THE COUNTRY - 52 


21 ‘|16 July 1861 (Separate.)|} FURTHER GENERAL REPORT. Peace and good order as 
vail throughout the Colony. Explanatory map enclosed 54 


22 11 Sept. 1861 (No. 55.)) REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. Abstract of actual re- 
venue and expenditure for the year 1860, transmitted “te 


23 ~—«|16Sept.1861(Separate. ) 
24 |24 Oct. 1861 (Separate.) 


OF THE COLONY. Transmits accounts of the extraoaan a 


GENERAL REPORTS ON THE STATE AND PROSPECTS 
yield of gold in the Cariboo District - 


25 14 Nov. 1861 (No. 67.)) CURRENCY. Reporting the want of a circulating medium, and 
stating the means he had adopted for the issue of eas pieces 
bearing a certain value - - -| 62 


26 30 Nov. 1861 (No. 74.)} ESTIMATES FOR THE YEAR 1862, transmitted - . - | 63 


DESPATCHES FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


1 19 May 1860 (No, 26.) | FREE GRANTS OF LAND TO ORDAINED CLERGYMEN. 
States reasons for not sanctioning the grants of land ah bi 
in Governor’s Despatch, No. 24, of 17th Feb. - 66 


2 |25 May 1860(No. 27.)| STATE OF THE CHIMSYAN INDIANS. Authorizing the 
reservation of land in the neighbourhood of Fort Simpson for 
the formation of a settlement for Indian Converts to Christianity | 66 


3 26 June 1860 (No. 36.)} GENERAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE COLONY. 
Acknowledging Governor’s Despatch, No, 42, of 23rd April - | 67 : 


+ 19 July 1860 (No. 42.) GENERAL REPORT ON THE CITY OF NEW WEST- 
: MINSTER. Acknowledging Governor's Despatch of 23rd May | 67 


SCHEDULE. 














vs 
Date and Number. SUBJECT. Page, 
5 26 Oct. 1860 (No. 56.)| FREE GRANTS OF LAND TO THE CLERGY. Sanctions 
pecuniary assistance to the Clergy from Colonial funds on certain 
specified stipulations - - - a ~| @ 
6 1 Feb, 1861 (No. 66.) | GENERAL REPORTS ON THE STATE OF THE COLONY. 
Acknowledging with satisfaction the Governor’s Despatches of 
the 9th and 25th October, and 9th November, exhibiting the 
agricultural and mineral resources of the country 2 = 68 
7  |13 April 1861 (No. 74.)| ABSTRACT OF APPROXIMATE REVENUE AND 
EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDING 3lst 
DECEMBER _ 1860. Acknowledging with satisfaction 
Governor’s Despatch No. 7, transmitting a statement of Revenue 
and Expenditure - - - - utteaa 
8 9 May 1861 (No. 77.)| PROTECTION OF THE SALMON FISHERIES. Encloses 
Memorandum by Mr. Ffennell, with a of Correspondence 
on the subject - - - -| 68 
APPENDIX. : 
PROCLAMATIONS HAVING THE FORCE OF LAW. 
1 No. 23 - - | THE CUSTOMS AMENDMENT ACT, 1860 - - | 70 
2 No. 29 > - | THE SOUTHERN BOUNDARY ACT, 1860 - - | 70 
3 No. 30 - - | THE COUNTRY LAND ACT, 1861 - - =e tw A 
4 No. 31 - - | THE PRE-EMPTION AMENDMENT ACT, 1861 - -| 72 
5 No. 32 - - | REMISSIONS ON THE PURCHASE OF LAND TO 
OFFICERS OF THE ARMY AND NAVY - 79 
6 No. 35 - - | THE PRE-EMPTION PURCHASE ACT, 1861 ~ -| 73 
7 No. 37 - - | THE BRITISH COLUMBIA LAND REGISTRY ACT, 1861 | 73 
8 No. 38 - - | THE PRE-EMPTION CONSOLIDATION ACT, 1861 -| 77 
Sy No. 40 - -| THE NEW WESTMINSTER MUN LCT AL COUNCIL 
EXTENSION ACT, 1861 - - ae aay 
MAPS. 
To face 
Page 
1 MAP OF A PORTION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA - - - - - 8. 


2 SKETCH ACCOMPANYING DR. FORBES’ AG AL La ab heist 
on Harrison Lake and Lillooet River) - - 


3 REDUCED SKETCH OF PART OF BRITISH COLUMBIA - - - 


4 REDUCED MAP SHOWING THE AURIFEROUS DISTRICTS OF BRITISH 
COLUMBIA - - - - - - “ « ¥ 
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No. 1. B 
RITISH 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of CoLUMBIA. 
NEWCASTLE. No: h 
(No. 24.) | Victoria, Vancouver Island, February 17, 1860. 
(Received April 12 , 1860.) 
My Lorp Duke, (Answered, No. 26, May 19, 1860, page 66.) 


In my Despatch, No. 224," of the 18th October last, reporting to your Grace * Vide Pa- 
on the state of British @bhanibia)' I took occasion, while adverting to the existing means pers pre- 
of moral and religious instruction in the Colony, to inform your Grace that Divine sented in 
Service was regularly held in the several towns of Lower British Columbia by resident pay tr, 

_ clergymen, and that the almost total absence of crime went far to show how usefully and. page 65. 
extensively the influence of their teaching is felt. 

2. It did not, however, occur to me ‘to inform your Grace at the same time that I 
had, on the part of this Government, done everything in my power to promote the good 
cause, by encouraging the residence of an ordained: and educated clergy in British 
Columbia. 

3. Having no authority to apply any part of the public revenue to the aid and 
support of churches, there was little in my power to bestow beyond the sincerest 
sympathy and advice in aid of the zealous clergy of the Church of England and the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, who first entered the field of missionary labour in British 
Columbia. 

4. I did not, however, hesitate to assign to the clergy of those persuasions respec- 
tively, on their ‘application, a church, school, and dwelling-house site, forming a block 
of four building lots, or about one acre of land in extent, in all towns where they resided. 

Thus free grants to that extent, viz., one acre, have been made for the use and benefit 

of the Church of England and of the Methodist Episcopal Church respectively in the 

towns of Yule, Hope, Derby, Douglas, and New Westminster, as a small return for the 

valuable services rendered to the country by the clergy of those churches, who have 
’ hitherto received no other compensation from the Government. 

5, I have to request your Grace’s sanction for those grants, and authority to continue 
the same practice in all other. towns of British Columbia where ordained Ministers of the 
Gospel may think proper to take up their residence; and further, seeing that one of 
the duties most deserving the attention of Government is to provide means for the moral 
and religious training of the people, I would take the liberty of recommending to Her 
Majesty’s Government that free grants of 100 acres of rural land should be made in 
aid of every cure formed in British Columbia, provided they be not otherwise sup- 
ported at the public expense, and there be a resident clergyman, and a place of Christian 
worship erected. 

6. A grant of land to that extent would not be burdensome to the Colony, and would 
nevertheless form an attractive inducement for Christian churches to devote their 
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Brittsx attention to the country until population increases, and other provision is made for 
Co.emBiA. the maintenance of a Christian clergy and the erection of places of Christian 
worship. 

‘fs It is not my intention to advocate the establishment of a dominant and endowed 
church, as that object could not be accomplished without injustice in a country to which 
persons of all religious persuasions are invited to resort, but I conceive it would be 
advisable to extend, in the manner before indicated, the protection and support of Govern-— 
ment to the four grand denominations of Christians, viz., the Church of England, the 
Presbyterian, Methodist, and Roman Catholic Churches, which are all represented by 
classes of the population in this Colony. / 

8. I shall be glad to receive the instructions of Her Majesty’s Government on this 





subject. 
I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, ( Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&e. a8 ck &c. 
No. 2. No. 2. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 
NEWCASTLE. 
(No. 25.) Victoria, Vancouver Island, February 18, 1860. 
(Received April 12, 1860.) 

My Lorp Duke, (Answered, No. 27, May 25, 1860, page 66.) 


Tue desire manifested on the part of Her Majesty’s Government for the improve- 
ment and well-being of the aboriginal races of British Columbia induces me to lay before 
your Grace the enclosed interesting correspondence between the Reverend Edward 
Cridge, district minister of Victoria, and Mr. William Duncan, an exemplary and truly 
worthy gentleman, who has, for some years past, been devotedly labouring with a wonder- 
ful degree of energy and perseverance as a Christian missionary among the Indian 
population at and about Fort Simpson 

2. The facility with which Mr. Duncan has acquired the native language, and 
succeeded in winning the confidence and attachment of the natives, is a proof of the 
good sense, kindness of heart, and talent which he has brought to the task; while the 
very marked success of his efforts as a religious teacher gives rise to the gratifying hope 
that the natives will yet, through God's blessing, be rescued from ignorance, and assume 
a respectable position in British Columbia. . 

3. Mr. Duncan proposes to found a missionary settlement for Indian converts in an 
eligible situation, about 20 miles south of Fort Simpson (probably Port Essington), a 
plan which meets with my entire approval. 

4. I therefore, with your Grace's sanction, intend to reserve several hundred acres of 
land in that neighbourhood to enable Mr. Duncan to carry this useful and benevolent 
plan into effect. 

5. I would submit, with respect to all land reserved for Indians, the advisability of 
withholding from them the power to sell or otherwise alienate the title, as they are yet so 
ignorant and improvident that they cannot safely be trusted with the management or 
pie) of landed estate, which, if fully conveyed to them, would soon pass into other 

ands. 

6. I would, therefore, recommend, as a safe and preferable course, that such reserves of 
land should be conveyed to the Governor of the Colony for the time being in trust for 
the use and benefit of the Indians, leaving no power whatever in them to sell or alienate 
the estate. 

7. Should those measures meet with your Grace’s approval, I have to request the 
sanction of Her Majesty’s Government for carrying them into effect. 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, ( Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&c. &e. &e. 


Encl. 1 in No.2. Enclosure 1 in No. 2. 
To his Excellency James Doveras, C.B., Governor of British Columbia, &¢. &e. &e. 
The Parsonage, Victoria, V. L, 
My Dean Sir, February 18, 1860, 
I nec to lay before you a letter which I have just received from Mr. W. Duncan, Church of 
England Missionary at Fort Simpson, in reply to one which, in conformity with your Excellency’s 
- : 
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your desire to aid him in his work. A copy of which I subjoin. 
I remain, &e. 
(Signed) Epwp. CRIDGE. 


: (Copy.) 4 
The Parsonage, Victoria, 
Dear Mr. Dovcay, January, 1860. 

I am requested by his Excellency the Governor to express to you the great gratification he has 
received from conversing with several of the Indians who have been under your instruction at Fort 
Simpson, and who are now at Victoria, and his pleasure at witnessing the great improvement in manners, 
learning, and religion which you have succeeded in effecting in their condition. 

His Excellency trusts you will continue to show the same energy and perseverance which he is sure 
you must already have applied to the work, and that your labour will be rewarded by a still larger 
measure of success. ; 

His Excellency also wishes me to say that he will feel obliged by your reporting to him from time 


to time on the progress of your mission. Any suggestions you may make with regard to measures 


which may occur to you as likely to prove beneficial to the Indians under your care, such as settling 


them in any particular locality, or setting apart a reserve of land for their use, will receive his Excel- 


lency’s best attention, who will also, if necessary, represent such measures with his favourable recom- 
mendation to Her Majesty’s Government. 
Praying that the Divine blessing may rest abundantly on your mission, 
Believe me, &e. 
(Signed) Epwp. Criner, 
District Minister of Victoria and Colonial Chaplain, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 2. 


Mr. Duncan to Rev. E. Criner. 


Rev. anp Dear Str, Fort Simpson, British Columbia, February 7, 1860. 

I pury received, by the favour of Captain Dodd of the Honourable Hudson’s Bay Company, 
your kind letter of the 11th ult., tendering me the sympathy and good wishes of his Excellency the 
Governor of British Columbia in reference to my work as a Missionary among the Chimsyan Indians 
of this place. Also expressing his Excellency’s desire that I would report to him from time to time 
the progress of the mission, and make suggestions of any measures which I deem would be likely to 
prove beneficial to the Indians under my care, such as settling them in any particular locality, or setting 
apart a reserve of land for their use. 

I feel indeed truly thankful to his Excellency for the very kind interest he manifests in the mission, 
and I shall rejoicingly avail myself of the privilege he extends to me, in making such communications 
to him from time to time as circumstances may suggest and opportunities afford. 

For his Excellency’s information I would now mention that I began a school here in November 
1858, which I still continue to carry on. My pupils number about 200, of whom only about 30 are adults. 
The daily attendance varies from 80 to 130 souls, excepting the times when they go away in great 
numbers to procure fish, which occupies about four months in the year, and at such times our daily 
attendance is from 40 to 80 souls. 

The instruction I give them is in reading, writing, counting, singing, and religious knowledge. ‘The 
latter I teach in their own tongue, but everything else in English. 

Another prominent part of my daily work is visiting the Indians in their own houses; the visits I 
make are mostly in answer to calls for help and medicine in sickness ; but I have thereby many oppor- 


- tunities of speaking to all the inmates of a house. I usually address them on the evil of their doings, 


and point out the inevitable consequences of sin, both in time and in eternity. I then tell them of the 
sinner’s friend, and set the blessed Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ before them, illustrating from their 


‘own customs our need of such a Saviour. 


As to the result of my labours among them, speaking generally, I may say that many remain 
infatuated, utterly regardless of the future, while others, caring not for themselves, yet seem anxious 
for their children to learn and walk in the good way; the remainder are those who are anxious for 
themselves as well as their children to learn and practise what is good. 

It is to the case of this latter class that I would wish his Excellency’s attention was drawn; and, in 
reference to their case, permit me humbly to suggest the propriety of a place being founded in which 
such Indians may find a home, and where there may be no lack of remunerative labour put into their 
hands. I confess my only hope of seeing the Indian races of this coast diverted from the destructive 
courses to which they are now so strongly tempted lies in the carrying out of some such plan as the 
above for their benefit. . 

However small and insignificant at first such a place might be, I have no doubt of its ultimate 
growth and prosperity. Some time ago I hinted to a few of the better disposed Indians here the 
idea of their separating from the rest, and thus avoiding the ruin which threatened them all, and they 
embraced the subject heartily. 

One old chief urged me much to write to the people at home about the matter. He very properly 
told me that he saw no chance of benefiting even the rising generation unless they were removed from 
the evil influence around them at this place. 

And I now see from instances which have already occurred, that the children I am teaching will be 
drifted from me as they grow up and become victims to the same vices which enslave their parents. 

This makes me feel a growing anxiety for a safe retreat. 
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instructions a short time ago, I wrote to him expressive of the interest you felt in his mission, and of BritisH 


CoLuMBIA. 
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Britist There is no lack, I am happy to state, of suitable spots of land. One place the Indians frequently 
CotumBia. speak of as offering many advantages for a future home. It is about 30 miles south of this place, so’ 
far as I can ascertain. ‘hey have often wanted me to go and see it, but I never went, for I was not 

anxious to raise up hopes among the Indians which I might afterwards disappoint. 

However, as his Excellency the Governor has kindly alluded to the matter of settlement, I shall now — 
make it my duty in my addresses to the Indians to bring the subject prominently before them. 

By the time that another opportunity occurs of communicating with Victoria, I hope to be able to 
speak more definitely regarding the subject as the Indian views it. 

Thanking you for your kind letter, and praying that the Governor may ever be moved and guided 
in his efforts for the public good by that wisdom which is from above, 





I remain, &e. 


SS = 





To the Rey. E. Cridge, (Signed) W. Duncan. 
District Minister of Victoria, 
&e. &e. 
| 
No, 3. No. 3. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douatas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 
NEWCASTLE. 
(No. 42.) . Victoria, Vancouver Island, April 23, 1860. 
(Received June 11, 1860.) 
My Lorp Doxgr, (Answered, No. 36, June 26, 1860, page 67.) 


I nave the honour to inform your Grace that the winter has passed away without 
the occurrence of any extraordinary event in British Columbia. . 

2. The season has been comparatively mild, and the miners residing in the various 
inland districts have been abundantly provided with food and with home-grown vegetables 
in small quantities, which have had the effect of checking the ravages of scurvy, by 
which the health of many of those laborious men was seriously impaired in the winter 
of 1858. 

3. Very satisfactory reports have been lately received from all the mining districts of 
the country; on these, however, strict reliance cannot always be placed, though in the 
present instance they are corroborated by heavy arrivals of gold dust, both in the hands 
of miners and of the exporting companies. 

4. The roads leading into the country from Hope and Yale have, in consequence of 
the great depth of snow in the mountain passes, been impassable since the beginning of 
winter to any other mode of transport than by Indian packers, who, with singular force 
and power of endurance, toil through the mountain trails at that trying season with loads 
of 100 lbs. each; but that mode of transport is not even attempted in winter by the 
Hope trail, which is hermetically sealed to travel from the interior, between the months 
of October and June; yet these two trails may, I believe, be made available for winter 
travel, by evading the precipitous hills over which they pass, and carrying the line of 
road by easy grades through the deep valleys. ‘The transport might then be carried on 
during the winter by means of sleighs drawn by horses, as it is evident that the depth of 
snow would not form in itself an insuperable obstacle, provided the precipitous ascents, 
which constitute the real difficulty of the road, could be avoided. 

5. Much attention has been directed to the exploration of those difficult routes, and 
we have ascertained the feasibility of running an easy graded line of road from Yale to 
Lytton; and J am daily expecting a report from a surveying party employed at Hope, in 
examining, with a similar object in view, the passes leading from that place to the 
* Shimilkomeen” Valley. These routes may, without exaggeration, be severally com- 
pared to the passage of the Alps. It is, however, a great satisfaction to know that the © 
country beyond the mountains is generally level and of easy access. 

6. The great outlet of British Columbia continues to be by the Harrison River trail, 
and that fortunately has been uninterruptedly open during the whole winter, and large 
stocks of food have been accumulated at its further terminus near Cayoosh, in anticipa- 
tion of the influx of miners for the Upper I’raser. The price of food is in consequence 
of that abundance comparatively low, the last quotations being 8d. per Ib. for flour and 
beans at Lytton, and 11d. at Cayoosh, and at both places bacon is quoted at 14d. per lb. 
The improvement in the condition of the miner is very great, as he can live substantially 
for 14 dollars per diem, instead of 3 or 4 dollars; and many claims are now workable at 
a profit which could not afford the miner any support last year. 

7. A detachment of 80 Royal Engineers, under the command of Captain Grant, has 
been employed since the beginning of March embanking the shoals near the mouth of 
the Harrison River, for the purpose of deepening the channel, which is now impassable in 
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winter for the lightest steamer, and there is every reason to believe that the work will be 
brought to a successful termination. 

8. The same detachment of Royal Engineers will shortly proceed to resume work on 
the waggon road from Douglas, which it is expected they will complete in a few weeks 
as far as the 10-mile house; from that point a party of civilian labourers have under- 
taken a section of six miles of the road, for which they are to receive the sum of 5501. 
per mile. This will carry the road to the 16-mile house, where the Royal Engineers 
will recommence operations, and probably complete the next 12 miles, that is, to the 
98-mile house, situated on the smaller Lilloett Lake, before the end of summer. 


9. We propose to use that and the larger Lilloett Lake as a water communication, 
connecting them by means of a good waggon road 14 miles in length, which is already 
made and in use. ‘The application of some enterprising settlers to run a steamer, without 
any special privilege, on the larger Lilloett Lake has been granted, which will greatly 
facilitate transport. An excellent mule trail, 30 miles in length, with substantial 
bridges over all the rivers, connects the larger Lilloett Lake with Lake Anderson, 
beyond which the route to Cayoosh offers no very serious difficulties to engineering 
enterprise. 


10. Two stern-wheel steamers, intended to ply on Lakes Anderson and Seaton, are 
nearly completed by an association of settlers, who at much labour, and expense packed 
the engines and boilers from Douglas over the Harrison road. ‘To give an idea of the 
difficulty of the undertaking, I may mention that the boilers, being too heavy to carry 
on mules, were rolled over the trail, as far as the 28-mile house, in five sections. 
Serious difficulties of that kind will not be felt when the waggon road is made, and the 
facility of communication will, I have no doubt, give a prodigious impulse to industry 
and to the rapid development of the resources of the country, as all kinds of machinery 
required to assist the operations of the gold miner may then be imported. 


11. I have received advices from Lytton up to the 6th of this month (April). Com- 
missioner Ball reports that the mining season had commenced, and that the miners who 
had migrated to the lower country for the winter were fast returning to their old claims 
on the benches of Fraser River, but the great majority of those hardy wanderers were 
making their way towards Quesnel River, where it is confidently expected rich hill 
diggings will be found. 

12. A great number of Chinese miners were also arriving and taking up mining claims 
on the River Bars, in the Lytton district, who are reputed to be remarkably quiet and 
orderly. Mr. Ball’s report refers to no other subject of general interest. 


13. The prevailing impression respecting the great auriferous wealth of the district 
about Alexandria and the Quesnel River will have the effect of attracting a large popu- 
lation to that distant quarter, and I shall consequently be under the necessity of appoint- 
ing a magistrate and a small body of police to remain there for the purpose of maintaining 
the peace of the country, and preventing conflicts among the miners and with the Indian 
tribes. | 

14, The last intelligence from the Shimilkomeen River is not so favourable as before 
reported. I perceive by the Oregon papers that many persons who had gone there for 
the purpose of mining had been unsuccessful. It is stated in those papers that 20 or 
30 miners only were making from 8 to 10 dollars per day, while the others engaged in 
the same occupation were not paying expenses. ‘That is, I conceive, but the usual and 
silly outcry of the idler and the visionary, and does not in the least shake my opinion in 
regard to the auriferous nature of the country, founded on its geological character, and 
further strengthened by the report of Lieut. Park, a highly scientific member of the 
American Boundary Commission, who entertains a similar belief in the auriferous cha- 
racter of that district, and in the existence of extensive placer diggings. Should a large 
population assemble there, the attention of Government will have to be directed towards 
it, and a police force employed to maintain the peace. I shall use every exertion to 
connect the Shimilkomeen with Tort Hope by means of a convenient road, with the 
important object in view of making I’raser River, instead of the Columbia, the outlet of 
its trade. : 

15. British Columbia is becoming highly attractive to the Chinese, who are arriving 
in great numbers, about 2,000 having entered Fraser River since the beginning of the 
year, and many more are expected from California and China. ‘They are certainly not 
a desirable class of people, as a permanent population, but are for the present useful as 
labourers, and, as consumers, of a revenue-paying character. I have therefore protected 
them from the payment of differential duties not equally borne by other classes of the 
population. 
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16. I have received advices from Commissioner Sanders of Yale district up to the 





being very general, and expresses a fear that the feeling in favour of Quesnel River may 
lead to the depopulation of the Yale district. 
17. In a previous passage of this report I stated that we had ascertained the feasibility 
of running a line of road by easy grades the whole way from Yale to Lytton, which 
would avoid the lofty passes, and be accessible in winter for pack mules, and not like the 
present trail, rendered valueless for five months in the year by an impassable depth of 
snow. 
With reference to that enterprise which I proposed to undertake, Mr. Sanders com- — 
plains of the character of the population. His remarks on the subject are as follows:— 
‘“¢ ‘There is very little probability of any person in Yale or its neighbourhood tendering 
for the construction of the projected mule trail; the proposed part payment in land is 
very far from being an inducement ; in fact, it is generally objected to; an arrange- 
ment of that nature might possibly be acceptable to British subjects, but would naturally 
be objectionable to aliens, and unfortunately the population of this Colony is almost 
without exception foreign.” ie ati 
We shall, nevertheless, commence that undertaking as soon as a small-body of the 
Royal Engineers can be spared without detriment to other important work. 
I have, &e. | 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS. | 
&c, &c, &e. 
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No. 4. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 


NEWCASTLE. 


New Westminster, British Columbia, May 23, 1860. 
My Lorp Duxz, (Received July 14, 1860.) 

I have the honour to inform your Grace that I left Victoria on the 15th instant on 
a visit to British Columbia, and arrived at this place on the evening of the same day, and 
I have since been engaged with business of great public importance. 

2. Iwas glad to observe that this city had greatly improved in appearance simce my 
last visit, and that many new buildings have been erected, and the surface in many parts 
cleared of the gigantic stumps and fallen trees that obstructed the thoroughfares and 
incumbered the ground. 

The erection of a court house and buildings for the Assay offices have also greatly 
added to the appearance of the place and increased the bustle and activity which per- 
vades the town. ‘Trade is also on the increase. ‘T'wo steamers, of from 200 to 300 
tons burthen, are plying with goods and passengers between Victoria and New West- 
minster, where their cargoes are discharged, and the inland transport is carried on from 
thence to Douglas and Yale by four stern-wheel river steamboats, varying in burthen 
from 50 to 200 tons, which now make two trips a week to those places. ) 

3. The Custom house receipts having for the last two weeks somewhat exceeded the 
sum of 1,000/. of weekly return, corroborate the opinion I have expressed with respect 
to the state of trade, and indicate the spirited manner in which supplies are being sent 
into the mining districts, and the confidence entertained by business men in the auriferous 
resources of the country. 

4. The effect of the pre-emption law is already observable in the forest clearings made 
by settlers in the densely wooded land on the banks of Fraser River. The cost of 
clearing such land by means of hired labour ranges from 15/. to 30/. an acre, and it will 
consequently never prove an attractive investment for capital; such land cannot be 
cleared to advantage otherwise than by the actual settler investing his own labour in the 
formation of a permanent home and property for himself and family. 

5. [have given much anxious thought to the subject of settling British Columbia, and 
the conclusion is more than ever forced upon me that it cannot be successfully accomplished 
without adopting a very liberal land system. I am strongly induced to view the public 
land simply as a source of revenue, and, provided an income of equal or greater value can 
be realized by other means, it does not appear wise or expedient to lock up the public 
land under a system which practically places it beyond the reach of purchase by ordinary 
settlers. It is evident that without population a revenue for the support of government 
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js unattainable, and unproductive land is next to valueless both to the country and to the 


Crown. The sale of land affords a temporary revenue, but the settler indirectly, by the 
payment of duties on the foreign articles he consumes, and by means of a small direct 
tax which could be levied on the land he occupies, will become a permanent contributor to 
the revenue, and, therefore, although the land may have been acquired for nothing, and 
brought no revenue in the first instance, yet, in such case, the Crown in the end would 
become the gainer by his presence. If the public land could be sold at a high upset 

rice, and the country at the same time filled with people, there would be an advantage 
in continuing the present sale price of land; but if one or other of those objects must be 
sacrificed, itis evidently preferable to have the population, and to grant the land without 
purchase or at a much lower price than at present. 

_6. These observations are thrown out merely for the purpose of acquainting your 
Grace with the impressions made upon me by the present circumstances of this country, 
as I propose to bring the subject under the consideration of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in a more formal manner when I have arrived at clearer and better-supported 
conclusions. 

7. The inhabitants of New Westminster having expressed a great desire for the incor- 
poration of their town and the appointment of municipal officers to manage its revenues, 
I consulted their select committee as to their views, and as to the best means of carrying 
out their wishes. ‘Their propositions are extremely moderate, embracing chiefly two 
points, viz., the right of taxing themselves, and of applying the proceeds of such taxes to 
grading the streets and to the general improvement of the town. After several inter- 
views, and obtaining the sense of the people at a public meeting with respect to the 
amount of taxes they wished to raise, and as to whether such taxes should be levied on 
an arbitrary valuation or on an actual assessment of property, the draft of an Act was 
made containing the following provisions :— 

(ist.) That all persons subject to the payment of rates according to the Act shall be 
entitled to vote at elections for members of the town council. 

(2nd.) That the town council shall consist of seven members, who are to hold office 
without remuneration, and for one year only. 

(3rd.) That none but British subjects or foreigners who have become naturalized British 
subjects shall be eligible for councillors, and, in addition, they must be possessed of 
property valued at not less than 50/. sterling, and shall have resided at least six 
months in New Westminster. 7 

(4th.) That the town of New Westminster shall be divided into four wards, each 


' returning a certain number of councillors. 


(5th.) That the council shall be empowered to levy rates on property within the town, 
as may be determined and authorized by the majority of the rate-payers, and to cause 
the proceeds of such rates to be expended under the direction of the Chief Commissioner 
of Lands and Works. 


(6th.) That the council shall be authorized to levy a tax not exceeding two per cent. on 


the assessed value of all town lots and property within the town for the year 1860 and 


1861, and to enforce payment thereof. 

(7th.) ‘That the said council shall be empowered to levy a further rate over and above 
the said two per cent. for the said two years, provided the majority of the rate-payers 
deem it necessary and require them so to do. 

(8th.) That the said council shall be further authorized to compel town lot holders to 
cut down all trees on their respective town lots, except such as may be reserved for 
ornament, and in default to cause the trees to be cut down, and the cost thereof, not 
exceeding 7/. sterling on each town lot, to be levied on the property. 

Such is the substance of the proposed Act, which will be immediately put into the 
hands of the Attorney General for proper drafting. 

8. Your Grace will observe that the powers of the council are so limited by the super- 
vision of the Commissioner of Lands and Works on the one hand, and the rate-payers on 
the other, as almost to remove the danger of abuse, and I am of opinion that the city 
will be greatly benefited by its exertions and by the expenditures on substantial and 
much-needed improvements. 

Trusting that this measure may meet with your Grace’s approval, 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&c. &ec. &c, | 
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8 PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 
| No. 5. 
Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Dovatas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 
NEWCASTLE. 
(Separate. ) Camp, Fraser River, Chilwayhook District, May 31, 1860. 
My Lorp Duke, (Received August 6, 1860.) 


In continuation ot my last report, marked Separate, and dated New Westminster, © 


23rd May, I have to communicate for your Grace’s information, that the 24th of Ma 
was spent not unprofitably in making a tour in one of the river steamers to Pitt Lake, 
distant about 40 miles from New Westminster, accompanied by the colonel in command, 
the civil and military colonial officers, the local magistrates, the Lord Bishop of British 
Columbia, his chaplain, and many of the citizens of New Westminster, who were invited 
to celebrate with me the auspicious natal day of our most Gracious Queen, amidst the 
wild romantic scenery of that mountain lake, and never, I believe, has any part of Her 
Majesty’s dominions resounded to more hearty acclamations of loyalty and attachment 
than were heard on that occasion. | | 

2. The other towns in British Columbia vied in loyal demonstrations with the inhabi- 
tants of New Westminster, a fact which I record with pleasure as a proof of the growing 
attachment of the alien population of the Colony to our Sovereign, and to the institutions 
of our country. 


3. On the 25th of May I proceeded: from New Westminster, with my party, in one of 


the revenue boats towards Derby; in our progress up the Fraser we passed a number. of. 


tributary streams flowing into it from the north. The “ Pitt” is the most considerable 
of these tributaries, being navigable for vessels of 300 or 400 tons to its source in 
Pitt Lake, a distance of 35 miles, including the lake, beyond which it is accessible for 
Indian canoes a few miles further, but not for any larger craft. 


4, The ‘banks of Pitt River are exceedingly beautiful; extensive meadows sweep 


gracefully from the very edge of the river towards the distant line of forest and mountain. 


The rich alluvial soil produces a thick growth of grass interspersed with the Michaelmas 


daisy, the wild rose, and scattered groups of willows. ‘This fine district contains an area 
of 20,000 acres of good arable land, requiring no clearing from timber, and ready for the 
immediate operations of the plough. Many parts of it are however exposed to overflow, 
through the periodical inundations of the l'raser, which commence about the first week in 


June, and generally subside before the middle of July. Owing to this circumstance the | 


Pitt River meadows are not adapted for raising wheat and other cereals which require the 
entire season to mature, but may be turned to good account in growing hay and every 
kind of root crop, and may also be used extensively for pasturing cattle, and for the 
purposes of the dairy. , 


5. The Brunette, Coquitlum, and Whytus, the latter opposite the site of Derby, 
are streams accessible by boat or canoe for some distance from their debouche into 
Fraser River; their importance to the district, as an easy and inexpensive means of 
communication, is very great, seeing that they form a series of natural canals, intersecting 
the country in all directions, and admirably adapted for the transport of goods and 
produce to and from the navigable waters of the Fraser. 


6. The banks of Fraser River are almost everywhere covered with woods. Varieties 
of pine and firs of prodigious size, and large poplar. trees, predominate. The vine 
and soft maple, the wild apple tree, the white and black thorn, and deciduous bushes 
in great variety, form the massive undergrowth. ‘The vegetation is luxuriant almost 
beyond conception, and at this season of the year presents a peculiarly beautiful appear- 
ance. The eye never tires of ranging over the varied shades of the fresh green foliage, 
mingling with the clustering white flowers of the wild apple tree, now in full blossom, 
and filling the air with delicious fragrance. As our boat, gliding swiftly over the surface 
of the smooth waters, occasionally swept beneath the overhanging boughs which form a 
canopy of leaves, impervious to the sun’s scorching rays, the effect was enchanting; 
yet amidst all this wealth and luxuriance of nature, I could not repress the wish that 
those gorgeous forests might soon be swept away by the efforts of human industry, and 
give place to cultivated fields and the other accessaries of civilization, ‘This, however, 
will be a work of time, though there is no doubt that the facilities and inducements now 
held out to settlers in this Colony by the pre-emptive law and other enactments, might 
enable thousands of the destitute poor of Britain, by a few years of steady industry, to 
secure for themselves happy homes and a comfortable independence for life. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 9 


_ 7. Leaving the boat at Derby we travelled two miles by the bridlepath which skirts the 
Fraser to Langley. In my Despatch No. 224,* of the 18th October last, I communicated 
to your Grace the intention I then entertained of opening up leading roads in the districts 
bordering on Fraser River from Derby to Hope, to connect those places, and for the 
telief of settlers exploring the country ; as they cannot otherwise make their way through 
the woods, which are blocked up in every direction by thick brush and immense quantities 
of fallen timber. 
8. A portion of that road from Langley to Smess, which completes the line of com- 
— between Derby and Hope, having been lately finished, I proceeded on _horse- 
¥ ack from Langley with the intention of riding the whole way to Hope; that intention 
could not however be'fully carried into effect, as Fraser River had overflowed its banks, 
and inundated the low plains through which the road has been injudiciously led. After 
a ride of 13 miles our progress was arrested by a flooded plain, impassable in its present 
state for horses, and we were therefore compelled to seek the river and to proceed by 
canoe. 
9. The tract through which we rode is well adapted for settlement, the soil being a 
_ deep rich loam, and the woods which once evidently covered the whole face of the country, 
_ having been in parts so completely destroyed by fire as to leave large patches of ground 
almost clear of timber. The tract alluded to and that extending to Smess River contains 
_ about 150,000 acres of land, easily cleared and generally well adapted for tillage; its 
advantageous position on the banks of a navigable river further recommend it as an 
eligible place of settlement. 

_ 10. Captain Parsons with a party of Royal Engineers is now engaged in a reconnais- 
- sance of the country on the Smess and Chilwayhook Rivers. I will therefore defer the 
4 Notice of that district until i receive that officer’s report on its capabilities. 

_I will now close this-communication, as a steamer is in sight, and I will proceed by 
a from this point towards Douglas or Hope, with the intention of continuing this 
_ sketch. 





a = 


. | I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&c. &C. &e. 
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ca No. 6. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 
NEWCASTLE. 

; 

4 


( Separate.) Hope, British Columbia, June 5, 1860. 
~My Lorp Dovkg, (Received August 6, 1860.) 
My last communication to your Grace was dated “‘ Camp, Chilwayhook District, 
31st May.” 

2. During the few hours I remained at Douglas, whither the river steamer which 
conveyed my party from Chilwayhook was bound, I had merely time to observe the 
increasing size of the town, the improved style of the newer buildings, and the evident 
attention paid to comfort and stability in their arrangement and construction, indicating 
the growing wealth of the inhabitants, and their confidence in the progress of the town. 

Its business facilities have lately been much improved by the construction of two 
substantial wharves which afford ample accommodation for all shipping which visit 

the port. 

oy I met Captain Grant, R.E., at Dougias, who reports very favourably of the progress 
of the detachment of Royal Engineers and civilian labourers employed under his command 
in forming the waggon road from Douglas to the lesser Lilooett Lake, which he expects 
to finish before the close of summer. . 

_ 4, Our steamer having a full cargo on board was detained at Douglas in landing 
goods from the hour of her arrival at six o’clock in the evening, till four the following 
- morning, when she was again under weigh steaming full power in the direction of Hope, 
_ and arrived there at nine o’clock the same evening, the distance being 90 miles, during 
40 miles of which she had to stem the current of Fraser River, now almost at its 

greatest force and height. 
5. Ata public meeting of the inhabitants of Hope, held soon after my arrival there, 
_ Ientered into an exposition of the state and prospects of the country, and more par- 
ticularly directed the attention of the meeting to the importance of opening lines of road 
_ without delay, into various parts of the country, but especially a line leading into the 
peer a the Shimilkomeen, and showing that the immediate and direct effect to the 
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10 PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


British country would be a vast reduction in the cost of transport, and a great accession of 
JOLUMBIA. trade to the town and district of Hope. 
> 6. The valley of the Shimilkomeen has many attractive features, no part of British 
Columbia being more beautiful as a country, or offering greater inducements to settlers. 

The whole of that district is watered by running streams, possesses a great deal of 
arable land, and is diversified by woodland and meadow. 

The climate is pleasant and healthy, the winters mild, and the capabilities of the 
district for raising and pasturing stock are very great. 

There is, moreover, satisfactory evidence that the rivers and soil are auriferous, 
and that gold will become a chief article of export and source of wealth. 

The settlement of that fine district has been retarded by want of roads, and there is no 
doubt that people will flock thither as soon as it is accessible to travel. 

7. Acutting of 60 miles through the mountains will connect it with the town of Hope. 
I entreated the meeting to give the subject their earnest attention, and [to recommend 
such financial measures as might raise the funds requisite for carrying that great 
work into effect. 

The people cordially agreed with the views expressed, and promised their hearty aid 
and support in providing money for the occasion. 

8. ‘I'he day following I called a meeting of the miners in the Hope district, and 
in the course of a long interview ascertained that they had no grievances to lay before 
me, and that they were satisfied with the existing “Gold Fields Act.” I spoke to them 
about the probable existence of gold in Shimilkomeen, and recommended that they should 
at once form a party, selected by themselves, and composed of experienced miners, and 
of men on whose energy and judgment they could rely, to prospect the Shimilkomeen 
country, and I agreed on the part of the Government to furnish the party with food, and 
to allow a bonus of 4/. sterling in money to each of the men employed in prospecting, 
provided they succeeded in finding gold. 

The proposal was received with evident marks of satisfaction by the whole company 
of miners, and they proceeded at once to select a party of nine men, out of a large 
number of those present who volunteered for the service; and this choice band 
will start in a few days time, or as soon as the freshets, which now fill the rivers to over- 
flowing, have somewhat abated, and travelling becomes a less dangerous undertaking. 

9. The despatch of a party to reopen and improve the road leading direct from Hope 
to Quayome, or Boston Bar, was at once undertaken and carried into effect, but the 
improvement of the other routes is left for the present and cannot be undertaken until 
my return from Yale, when I will report further. 

10. I annex a return exhibiting the average number of miners employed on the several 
bars of the Hope District, together with the average earnings of each man per diem, 
which I have no doubt will be interesting to your Grace. 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&c. &c. &c. 


Encl. in No. 6, Enclosure in No. 6. 


Averacre Numper of Mrvers employed on the several Bars in the Fort Hope District, viz, from 
Victoria to Hudson Bar. 








Average No. of Average per diem earnings 

Names of Bars. Miner’s employed. of each Man. 
Victoria Bars = ° - 40 8 to 6 dollars. 
Puget Sound Bar - Syrae 50 8 to 5 % 
French As ~ - 15 10 to 12 9 
Trafalgar ae - - 9 d5to 7 > 
Maria Ville’ ,, - - 10 4 33 
Union bo thie - - 20 4to 8 ba 
Cornish x - ~ 15 3to 4 » 
Prospect os Ae - - 6 4 9 
Blue Nose se - - 8 4 
Hudson eee - - 30 8 to 10 Pe 

Total - - 203 





(Signed) P. O. Rerity, ; 
Fort Hope, June 9, 1860. Acting Gold Commissioner. 
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No. 7. 
Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Dovauas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 


NEWCASTLE. 


(Separate. ) Victoria, Vancouver Island, July 6, 1860. 
My Lorp DvuKE, (Received August 22, 1860.) 


ConTINuING our progress from Hope, from whence I last addressed your Grace, 
on the morning of the 6th June, we arrived at Yale in the afternoon of the same day. 


2. A deputation of the inhabitants, bearing a congratulatory Address, waited upon me 
almost immediately after my arrival, and I took that opportunity of stating that I had 
been induced to visit Yale on that occasion chiefly by the desire of conferring with them 
on the highly important subject of improving, and, wherever necessary, altering the line 
of the present trail leading from Yale to Lytton, with the view of reducing the expense 
of transport, and rendering the country beyond the mountains accessible to intending 
settlers. 


3. I drew their attention to the fact that the cost of transport by the existing mountain 
trail between Yale and Lytton, a distance of 80 miles, exceeded 76/. sterling a ton, a charge 
which the gold miner, by reason of his large earnings and limited wants, might possibly 
contrive to meet, but it was evident that until the cost of transport be greatly reduced, 
‘settlers, with their multiform wants, would be involved in ruinous expenses, and in fact 
virtually excluded from the interior of the country, which might, for want of such facili- 
ties of communication as I proposed to form, remain a desert for years to come. 

I also remarked how nearly impossible it was, by any conveyance practicable on those 
trails, for the settler to transport the implements indispensable for bringing the land into 
cultivation. 


4. I therefore recommended that the inhabitants of the town should forthwith hold a 
meeting for the purpose of choosing a temporary council of five members to concert 
measures with me for raising the funds requisite for carrying on that important enterprise, 
which must necessarily confer the most signal benefits on the country at large, and so 
greatly promote the individual interests of the people of Yale. 


5. I then suggested that the money required for that service should be raised by means 
of an inland duty of one farthing a pound, to be charged after the completion of the road 
on the weight ofall goods leaving Yale for any inland part above and beyond that place, 
and that in the meantime the outlay should be met by an issue of Colonial Bonds, bearing 
ts at six per cent. per annum, to be repaid at fixed periods from the revenues so 
created. 


6. In continuation of that subject I may remark for your Grace’s information, that a 
Town Council of five members was subsequently chosen by the inhabitants of Yale, who, 
on behalf of their fellow citizens, presented a petition recommending that the proposed 
duty of one farthing a pound should be charged on all goods carried inland from Yale, 
and that the revenues derived from that source should be applied to the redemption of 
the bonds issued in payment of the work done on the roads, and also praying that a 
uniform rate of duty should be levied on all goods carried inland from Hope and Douglas, 
in order that no one route should have any preference or decided advantage over the 
others. 


7. The inland exports from Yale are estimated at 50 tons a week, or 2,600 tons per 
annum ; the proposed duty, equivalent to 2/. 4s. 9d. a ton, should therefore yield an 
annual reyenue of 6,500/. sterling, without taking into account the progressive increase of 
trade and population ; that sum will thus, at the most moderate computation, form an 
ample fund for the redemption of the bonds, and payment of the interest accruing 
thereon; and the country will be largely repaid for the immediate outlay by a direct 
saving of fivepence a pound weight, or 46/. 13s. 4d. sterling a ton, which it is estimated 
will be effected in the cost of transport from Yale to Lytton by opening the new line of 
road, as well as from many other sources of prosperity and wealth that the improvement of 
roads will bring into play. 


8. Having thus provided the means of executing our plans, the Chief Commissioner 
of Lands and Works was authorized to proceed immediately in carrying them into 
effect. 

Two portions of the new line of road from Yale to Spuzzem are now in progress, and a 
third portion between Chapman’s and Boston Bar is about being surveyed in hopes of 
discovering some line which may avoid the circuitous direction and the mountainous 
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12 PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


district through which the mule trail now passes, whereby the actual distance is greatl 
increased, while the route is in winter rendered altogether impassable by the great dept 
of snow. 

9. I beg herewith to forward for your Grace’s information the substance of a short 
address,* which, previous to my departure, I delivered to the people of Yale, compli- 
menting them for their public spirit, and thanking them for the cordial manner 
in which they had responded to my proposals for promoting the improvement of the 
country. 


10. The inhabitants of Hope, to which place I returned on the 15th June, were 
equally liberal in their views, and also drew up a petition in favour of an inland duty 
equivalent to that to be levied at Yale, on all goods carried overland from Hope, which 
will provide funds for improving the road to “ Quayome,” or Boston Bar, and. opening 
a new route by the “Callomme” River into the “ Shimilkomeen” valley, a distance of 
60 miles, the expense of which on the scale proposed will not exceed four thousand 
pounds sterling. , 


11. I herewith transmit for your Grace’s information a sketch map* of part of British 
Columbia, showing the proposed lines of road mentioned in this report, together with 
the roads before completed, and others strongly recommended by the Commissioner of 
Lands and Works, and which will no doubt greatly facilitate and promote the settlement 
of the country. } 


12. I am happy to inform your Grace that the reports from all the mining districts 
continue to be of the most favourable character. Mining is no longer a speculation; it 
is becoming a business yielding an appreciable and certain return, and every day is 
extending our knowledge of the gold deposits. 


13. Our latest accounts represent that 600 white miners were successfully employed 
on Quesnelle river, earning from 10 to 25 dollars a day. ‘The spring freshets had 
driven them away from their claims in the beds of the rivers, and they had commenced 
operations on the hills and ravines, which have turned out to be highly auriferous. 
Several pieces of gold, varying from six to eight ounces, have been found in those new 
diggings, and the gold produced has a rougher surface and is in larger pieces than that 
found in the country west of Lytton. 


14. About 1,000 white miners are working on Fraser river, between Alexandria and 
Lytton, and about 4,000 Chinese miners are employed in the various districts of the 
colony. 


15. In my next excursion to British Columbia I propose to devote my attention to 
the Harrison River district, where the land communications are being rapidly improved, 
and two small steamers, soon to be increased by a third, are in full operation on the 
lakes. 


16. I trust Her Majesty’s Government will approve of the measures herein detailed 
for removing the impediments of access to the country, and the issue of bonds as a means 
of raising money for carrying on the work. ‘The whole expense of those works will be 
defrayed out of the revenues of the country, derived, as I have before stated, from the 
duty on inland transport. 


I feel assured that I have not overrated the resources of the country, and that they 
are equal to the emergency, and I believe that those resources will be more or less 
largely pipe ath just in proportion to the degree in which those difficulties of access are 
removed. 


I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&c. &c. &c. 





* Not printed. 
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Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovatas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of aoe 
NEWCASTLE. : 


eithaad Victoria, Vancouver Island, August 3, 1860. 
My Lorp Doge, (Received September 27, 1860.) 

I nave the honour of transmitting herewith, for your Grace’s information, copy of 
a letter from Mr. O'Reilly, the magistrate at Hope, with enclosure, being the first report 
received from the party of gold miners sent out from that place, as stated to your Grace 
in paragraph 8 of my Despatch of the 5th June, marked “ Separate.”* 

2. This report, though not conclusive as to the general character of the country, yet 
speaks very favourably of those parts examined. 

3. The quality and value of the specimens of gold alluded to in the above report have 
been estimated by a practical assayer here, as follows :— 

( Weight - - about 5 grains. 

No. 1.< Quality - - §60 thousandths fine. 
| Value - - 9 pence. 
( Quality : - 860 thousandths fine. 

No. 2.< Value - - 22 pence. 
L Weight - - about 12 grains. 

th which an inference may be drawn greatly in favour of the Shimilkameen as a mining 
istrict. 

4. A new gold district is also said to have been discovered in the southern part of 
British Columbia, at York Creek, a tributary falling into the Kettle-fall River near the 
49 parallel, and 400 miners, chiefly from Oregon, were reported to be engaged in working 
that field, and making wages from 15 or 20 up to as high as 100 dollars a day. It is 
anticipated that there will be a great rush of miners to that part of the country, and, if so, 
food will be required in large quantities, which will lead to a great increase of trade, and 
to the formation of new settlements in that part of the Colony by reason of this additional 
attraction. 

5. The importance of directing the supply of provisions for this region by way of Hope 
is thus greatly increased, and an additional motive supplied for opening the road between 
Hope and Shimilkameen, which is being at the present moment vigorously carried on, and 
thus preventing the trade from taking the course of the Columbia River to Oregon. 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&e. &e. &c, 


* Page 9. 


Enclosure in No. 8. Encl, in No. 8. 


Sir, Fort Hope, July 31, 1860. 
I wave the honour to enclose, for His Excellency’s information, a letter just received from 
Mr. Allison, one of the party selected to proceed to the Shimilkomeen, for the purpose of exploring 
that district. 
I shall endeavour to send them to-day a small quantity of provisions, to enable them to prosecute 
further their exploration. 
As the steamer is about to start, I have not time to write at greater length. 
I have, Ge. 
W. A. G. Young, Esq. . (Signed) PLO Ret. yy 2: 





Sub-Enclosure. Sub-Enclosure, 


Sir, Shimilkomeen River, July 27, 1860. 
I senD in the two Indians to-day, they have worked for us nineteeu days, at one dollar per day. 

I suppose they will expect to be paid for the time they are returning; my agreement with them was to 
pay them one dollar per day or $30 per month. We have prospected the country in this locality to the 
best of our ability for the time we have been out, and have found diggings that will pay five or six 
dollars a day with a rocker. I think as the river falls, much richer deposits will be found. I have not 
the least doubt but we could find good bench diggings (if we had time), that would pay well tor sluicing; 
we have prospected twelve miles up the south fork, which I think is the main source of the gold in f About 5 
this locality. ‘The little package No. 1} was the result of the washing of two panst of dirt taken from a 8t™#28. 

oint of bed rock that just projected above the water. I also found dirt on the bank near the same { che pea 
ocality that prospected three or four cents to the pan. . quarts of earth. 
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Package No. 2* was the result of the washing of a few buckets of dirt in a rocker we have made 
for prospecting (rather a rough machine, made with an axe, and this the first washing) ; this was taken 
outa little below the junction of the south forks on the main river. All the surface of the country in 
this locality is a gravel deposit, and I have got very good prospects in banks of from 50 to 75 feet high. 
I think some of them will pay to work with a hydraulic. 

It is singular that in all my prospecting I have not yet seen a quartz vein, although gold is distri- 
buted all over the country; this is one reason why I should like to penetrate further into the mountains. 
I think there must be quartz veins at the head of the streams, and that coarser gold will be found: the 
Indians report coarse gold high in the mountains, but I do not place any dependence in their reports. 

I think this fall, at low water, rich deposits will be found in the bed of the streams; the rivers are 
rapidly falling, and the chances of striking good deposits improving every day. We shall be obliged to 
break up our company in a few days if we do not receive supplies from Hope. If I can purchase a 
horse at a reasonable price I shall return to Hope immediately, and make fuller reports of our prospect- 
ing, if not, I shall probably go down the Shimilkomeen. 

Your obedient servant, 





P. O’Reilly, Esq. (Signed) J. F. Autison, 
No. 9. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 
NEWCASTLE. 
(No. 72.) Victoria, Vancouver Island, August 4, 1860. 
(Received September 27, 1860.) 
My Lorp DvKE, (Answered, No. 56, October 26, 1860, page 67.) 


I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Grace’s Despatch, No. 26,7 
of the 19th of May 1860, on the subject of the grants of endowments in land to the 
clergy of the principal Christian communities established in British Columbia; and I 
learn with satisfaction that your Grace has been pleased to sanction the grants already 
made of about one acre each, and also to approve of a similar grant under similar circum- 
stances in all towns in British Columbia; and I will take care that your Grace’s sug- 
gestion as to the precautions necessary in the appropriation and conveyance of the land 
is not disregarded. 

I observe and admit the force of the reasons which have induced your Grace to 
withhold the sanction of Her Majesty’s Government to my further proposal that free 
grants of 100 acres of rural land should be made in aid of every cure established in 
British Columbia, and not otherwise supported at the public expense. 

Your Grace will perhaps permit me to remark with reference to my recommenda- 
tion of that measure, that I was desirous by it of holding out inducements to educated 
and respectable clergymen to take up their residence in the Colony, and of contributing 
in a small degree towards their decent maintenance and support; J, in fact, regarded it 
as an easy and inexpensive means of providing a fund which would materially and 
increasingly tend to the advancement and support of religion, without putting the Colony 
to any serious expense. 

I did not view the proposed endowment as a sufficient or exclusive means of 
support; it was considered in my scheme only as an attractive inducement and important 
aid for religious bedies and clergymen, who perhaps, having a certain amount of private 
means or of funds drawn from other sources at their disposal, might by the prospect of 
that additional aid be induced to assume pastoral charge, and to found cures. When the 
good work was well begun, I trusted to the effect of voluntary contributions to complete 
the fund necessary for the support of the incumbent and for church extension throughout 
the Colony. 

The circumstances of British Columbia, as your Grace is aware, are very peculiar: 
had the Colony been settled by a population drawn from the mother country, holding 
the same religious views, and appreciating Christian privileges and instruction, there 
would have been less cause for anxiety about the support of religion. 

Bodies of Christian settlers, however poor, might reasonably be expected to unite 
in contributing, according to their means, to secure the advantage of having a Christian 
pastor resident among them. 

But unfortunately the state of British Columbia is such as precludes the probability 
of such a desideratum ; its population is made up of drafts from many nations, dissimilar 
in language, and totally disagreeing in their religious views ; and it will, I fear, be man 
years before Christian’ congregations of any denomination will be found capable of 
supporting their own pastors. 

It is for that reason that the Colony so urgently needs the fostering care of Govern- 
ment, for without its aid the country may remain unprovided with churches and destitute 
of Christian teachers for an indefinite period of time. 
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I hope it will not be supposed from anything herein stated that I am pressing this Brrrisu 
matter with an earnestness beyond its merits. I have merely addressed your Grace CoLumpra. 
under a profound sense of one of the wants felt by the Colony, and for which Ihaveno ~~ 
other means of providing. 

x % % % *% * ¥ * 

I feel, in fact, that this is a subject demanding my closest attention, and to which 
Iam particularly directed by Her Majesty’s instructions, which enjoin that I should take 
especial care that Almighty God be devoutly served, and that orthodox churches be 
built, and well and orderly kept. 

Should it still appear to Her Majesty’s Government that the peculiar circumstances 
of the Colony do- not warrant a reconsideration of your decision in respect to the 
proposed endowment, I trust your Grace will authorize me to substitute a money equiva- - 
lent out of the Colonial Revenues, or to make some other provision calculated to advance 
and support the cause of religion. 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c. &c. &c. 





No, 10. No. 10, 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 
NEWCASTLE. 


(No. 74.) 
Victoria, Vancouver Island, August 4, 1860. 
My Lorp DUvuKE, (Received September 21, 1860.) 
I nave the honour of transmitting herewith, for Her Majesty’s approval, the copy 
of a Proclamation entitled “The New Westminster Municipal Council Act, 1860.” 

2. This is the Act which | had the honour of reporting to your Grace in my Despatch 
marked “ separate,” and dated New Westminster, the 23rd of May 1860.* * Page 6. 

3. It provides for the election of a Municipal Council invested with power to raise 
money by assessment on all town lots, and erections thereon, situated within the limits 
of New Westminster, and authorizes them to expend that money in the formation of 
streets, and in providing for the health, comfort, and security of the inhabitants. 

4, The Municipal Council is to consist of seven members, being British subjects, and 
each being possessed of a property qualification of fifty pounds; and all ratepayers are 
-entitled to vote in the election of Councillors. 

5. The Council can levy such rates only as are approved of by the majority of all the 
ratepayers and by the Governor for the time being. In the same manner all bye-laws 
passed by the Council must be confirmed by the Governor for the time being, before 
they have the force of law. 

6. The compulsory clause requiring lot-holders to cut down the standing trees, except 
such as may be reserved on any lot for ornament, was introduced into the Act at the 
request of the people themselves, who represented that there was no security for their 
property, which was in perpetual danger of being destroyed either by the falling of trees 
or by their conflagration, as long as any part of the forest within the inhabited portion of 
the town remains. 

7. The clause has also merits of another kind; it will have the effect of inducing 
holders of lots, whether resident or not, to improve their property, and thereby benefit 
the town. 

8. The Act has been prepared with much care and consideration by the Attorney- 
General, and will, I trust, be productive of much good. 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&ec. &e. &e. 


Britisu 
CoLuMBIA. 


Encl. in No.10. 


16 PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 





Enclosure in No. 10. 


(No. 20.) ; British Columbia. 


PROCLAMATION. 


By his Excellency James Dovetas, Companion of the most Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty’s Colony of British Columbia and its dependencies, 
Vice-Admiral of the same. 


ProciaMation having the force of Law in Her Majesty’s Colony of British Columbia. 


Wuenreas, by virtue of an Act of Parliament made and passed in the 2Ilst and 22nd years of the 
reign of Her most Gracious Majesty the Queen, and by a Commission under the Great Seal of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in conformity therewith, I, James Douglas, Governor 
of the Colony of British Columbia, have been authorized by proclamation issued under the Public 
Seal of the said Colony, to make laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace and good 
government of the same; and 

Whereas it is expedient to establish a Municipal Council in the city of New Westminster: 

Now, therefore, I, James Douglas, Governor of British Columbia, by virtue of the authority 
aforesaid, do proclaim, order, and enact, 

1. That from and after the date of this proclamation the tract of land specified in the first part 
of the Schedule hereto shall be deemed for the purposes of this proclamation the’ city of New 
Westminster. 

2. The said city shall be divided into four wards, called respectively: Number One Ward, Number 
Two Ward, Number Three Ward, and Number Four Ward. 

The Number One Ward shall include the tract of land specified in the second part of the said 
Schedule. The Number Two Ward shall include the tract of land specified in the third part of the 
said Schedule. The Number Three Ward shall include the tract of land specified in the fourth part 
of the said Schedule, and the Number Four Ward shall include the tract of land specified in the fifth 
part of the said Schedule. 


The Municipal Council. 


3. The Municipal Council shall consist of seven councillors possessed of the qualifications and 
subject to none of the disqualifications herein-after specified. 


Qualifications, 


4. Being 4 male British subject of full age. 

Having resided in the city of New Westminster for a space of three calendar months previous 
to election. 

Being seised or possessed in his own right in fee simple of a town lot or part of a town lot in the city 
of New Westminster of the market value of not less than fifty pounds sterling. 


Disqualifications. 


5. Being a minister of any religious denomination. 

Being a sheriff or sheriff’s officer, or returning officer under this proclamation. 

Being a bankrupt, insolvent debtor, or outlaw, or having been convicted of any felony. 

Having taken the oath of allegiance to or having become the subject or citizen of any foreign state 
or nation, or having forsworn or declared his intention of forswearing his allegiance to Her Majesty 
or Her successors, unless he shall have taken the oath of allegiance to Her Majesty and Her suc- 
cessors before the Judge of the Supreme Court of Civil Justice of British Columbia three months at 
least before the time of election. 

Having directly or indirectly any contract with the Municipal Council. 


Election of Councillors, 


6. The persons possessed of the qualifications and under none of the disqualifications herein-after 
mentioned concerning electors of the said Municipal Council shall have one vote a-piece in the election 
of a councillor or councillors for the ward wherein he has a property qualification; but he shall only 
vote once in the same ward, and may either split his vote between the candidates if more than one, 
or vote for one only; and if he shall vote for one only, his vote shall only count one. 

7. There shall be elected in Number One Ward one councillor, in Number Two Ward three 
councillors, in Number Three Ward two councillors, and in Number Four Ward one councillor 
respectively, 

8. The candidate or candidates, as the case may be, in each ward (duly qualified) who shall obtain 
the greatest number of votes in the ward for which he or they may stand shall be councillors. 


Open Voting. 
9. The voting for councillors shall be open, and no person shall vote by proxy. 


Duration of Office of Councillors. 


10. The councillors shall be elected for one year only. Provided always, that if any of the 
councillors, or any person on his or their behalf, or any person in partnership with him or them, shall 
enter into or obtain any interest directly or indirectly in any contract entered into by or with the 
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Municipal Council, such councillor shall immediately resign his councillorship. Provided always, 
that if any councillor shall vote at any meeting of the Council, or shall not resign his office as 
aforesaid within the space of one calendar month from the time when he shall have entered into or 
obtained any interest in any such contract as aforesaid, such councillor shall forfeit to the Municipal 
Council a sum of 50/., which said sum may be recovered by action to be brought in the name of the 
* Municipal Council of the city of New Westminster.” 


Time of Election of Councillors. 


11. The nomination shall be on the 6th day of August in each year, and the election day on the 
7th day of August in each year; and if either of the said days shall fall on a Sunday, the nomination 
or poll, as the case may be, shall be holden on the next day. 


Place of Voting. 


12. The voting shall take place in such place in the city of New Westminster as the Chief 
Inspector of Police for the time being of British Columbia shall appoint, and such person, or in his 
absence, such person as the Governor shall appoint, shall for the purpose of this proclamation he the 
returning officer. 

13. The returning officer shall, on the 25th day of July in each year, make out a list of qualified 
voters, and such list shall be final and conclusive. 

The returning officer shall give at least seven days’ public notice of the place of voting. 


Qualification of Voters. 


14. Being a male of full age. 

Being, at the time of tendering his vote aforesaid, placed on the list of voters. Provided always, 
that at the first election of councillors, which shall be holden at New Westminster, the voters shail 
be such male persons of full age as shall, being owners or lessees of a town lot or part of a town lot 
in New Westminster aforesaid, be placed upon the list of voters for that purpose by the Chief In- 
spector of Police of British Columbia aforesaid, who is hereby authorized to make up such list of 
voters and to take such measures for that purpose as he may think proper. 


Disqualification of Voters. 


15. Being a sheriff, or a sheriff’s officer, or returning officer. 

Being a bankrupt, insolvent debtor, or outlaw, or having been convicted for felony. 

16. Every person tendering his vote at any election of a councillor shall, before voting, take such 
of the following oaths as he may be required by some other duly qualified voter. 

I.—I, A. B., do hereby swear that I am the same A. B. who is mentioned on the list of 
voters, and that I am now in my own right possessed of or tenant of (statement of qualification), in 
respect of which I have been entered on the (list of voters or assessment roll, as the case may be). 

IJ.—I, A. B., do hereby solemnly swear that I have not received or been promised, or to my 
knowledge has any other person on my behalf or for my benefit received or been promised, any 
money, gift, advantage, place, or consideration for or for the purpose of influencing the vote which [ 
now tender. 


Nomination and Poll. 


17. ‘The returning officer shall, on the day of nomination, nominate such persons as shall present 
themselves before him, or who shall be put in nomination in their behalf by some duly qualified 
voter, as candidates for the office of councillor. A show of hands shall then take place, and the 
returning officer shall tlicreupon declare which of the candidates has or have been elected by the 
show of hands. 

Any candidate may demand a poll, which shall be taken on the day of election, and the returning 
officer shall immediately after the close of the poll declare who has or have been elected by the 
greatest number of votes. 

18, The poll shall be kept open between the hours of eleven o’clock a.m. and four o’clock p.m. 


President of the Council. 


19. The councillor who shall be elected by the majority of the Council shall preside at each 
meeting of the Council, and in case of the death, bankruptcy, insolvency, resignation, or permanent 
absence of such president, another councillor shall be elected the president. 


Vacancies in the Council. 


20. In case of the death, bankruptcy, insolvency, resignation, or permanent absence from the city 
of New Westminster, for the space of three calendar months, of any councillor, the president of the 
Council shall, by writing, call upon the returning officer to cause some duly qualified person to be 
elected in the stead of the vacating councillor, by some day not sooner than 21 days from the date 
of the said notice, and such election shal) take place accordingly, and such councillor shall act for the 
residue of the term for which such councillor so dead, bankrupt, insolyent, absent, or resigned would 
haye ba the same. 
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21. The returning officer shall, within forty-eight hours after the declaration of the poll, ere i 


over the poll books to the stipendiary magistrate of New Westminster. 
22. Any person may obtain a certified copy of the poll books from the stipendiary magistrate 
aforesaid upon payment of one shilling per folio. 


Validity of Elections. 


23. The validity of all elections shall be tried by the returning officer aforesaid for the time 
being, and his decisions thereon shall be final. 


Proceedings of the Council. 


24. All acts whatsoever authorized or required by virtue of this proclamation to be done by the 
Council, and all questions of adjournment, or others, that may come before the Council, may (save as 
herein-after excepted), be done and decided by the majority of the members of the Council whoshall 
be present at any meeting held in pursuance of this proclamation, the whole number of members 
present at such meeting not being less than four; and at such meeting the president of the Council, 
if present, shall preside, and the president, or, in the absence of the president, such councillor as the 
members of Council then assembled shall choose to be the. chairman of that meeting, shall have a 
second or casting vote in all cases of equality of voters; and minutes of the proceedings of all such 
meetings shall be drawn up and fairly entered into a book to be kept for that purpose, and shall be 
signed by the president or councillor presiding at such meeting ; and the said minutes shall be open 
to the inspection of any person, who may also make copies “thereof and extracts therefrom, at all 
reasonable times, on payment of a fee of one shilling. 

25. Previous to any meeting of the Council, a notice of the time and place of such intended 
meeting shall be given three clear days at least before such meeting, by fixing a copy of the said 
notice on the door of the place of meeting, on the door of the magistrates’ court, and on the door of 
the Post Office, and such notice shall be signed by the president of the Council, who shall have 
power to call a meeting of the Council as often as he shall think proper ; and in case the president 
shall refuse to call any such meeting after a requisition for that purpose, signed by three members of 
the Council at the least, shall have been presented to him, it shall be “lawful for the said three 
members to calla meeting of the Council, by giving such notice as is herein-after declared in that 
behalf, such notice to be signed by the said members, instead of the president, and stating therein 
the business proposed to be transacted at such meeting ; and in every case a summons to attend the 
Council, specifying the business proposed to be transacted’ at such meeting, signed by the president 
or members, as the case may he, shall be left at the usual place of abode of every member of the 
Council, or at the premises in respect of which he is placed on the municipal assessment roll, three 
clear days at least before such meeting, and no business shall be transacted at that meeting other than 
the business which is specified in the notice. Provided, however, that there shall be four quarterly 
meetings in every year, at which the Council shall meet for the transaction of general business, and 
no notice shall be required of the business on such quarterly days; and the said quarterly meetings 
shall be holden at noon, on the 15th day of August, or, if the 15th day of August shall fall on a 
Sunday, then on the 16th day of August, and upon such other three days as the Council at the 
quarterly meeting on the 15th day of August shall decide. 

26. The Council may, out of their own body, from time to time appoint such and so many Com- 
mittees, either of a general or special nature, and consisting of such members as they may think fit, 
for any purpose which, in the discretion of the Council, would be better regulated and managed by 
means of such Committee. Provided always, that the acts of every such Committee shall be submitted 
to the Council for their approval. 

27. The Council shall determine their own place of meeting. 


Powers of the Council. 


28. The Council shall have power to pass bye -laws for any of the following purposes :— 

I. To regulate the sanitary condition of the said city. 

II. To regulate the markets situate within the said city. 

IIJ. To provide means for the preservation of the said city from fire, and to regula all 
matters affecting the liability of the said city to fire. 

IV. To provide for the prevention and removal of nuisances. 

V. To regulate the introduction of diseased and unhealthy meat, and to provide for the 
inspection of the same. 


29. The Council shall also have power, by a resolution passed as herein-after mentioned, to Booey 
any portion of the monies raised by the assessments herein-after mentioned to any of the following 
purposes :— 

A. The construction, erection, maintenance, and repair of the streets, ways, footpaths, and 
bridges situate within the said city. 

B. The drainage and sewerage of the said city. 

C. The improve ement of the sanitary condition of the said city. 

D. The clearing of the lots situate within the said city. 


530, Every bye-law shall be passed by the vote of at least four members of the Council, na at a 
meeting where at Jeast five members of the Council shall be present. ‘he bye-law passed by the said’ 
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force of law. CoLuMBIA, 
31. The penalty by which any bye-law may be sought to be enforced may be stated in the bye-law, = 


and if no penalty is therein mentioned, the breach of any bye-law shall be punished in a summary way 
by a fine not exceeding 101, or by imprisonment for any time not exceeding three months, at the 
discretion of the magistrate before whom the offender may be brought. The magistrate before whom 
any offender may be brought, may, in case of a fine, adjudge that such offender shall pay the same 
either immediately or within such period, or by such instalments as the said magistrate shall think 
fit; and in case such sum of money shall not be paid at the time so appointed, the same shall be 
levied by distress or sale of the goods and chattels of the offender, and for want of a sufficient distress, 
such offender may be imprisoned, with or without hard labour, in the common gaol, for any term not 
exceeding three months, or for the period mentioned in the bye-law, as the case may be. The 
imprisonment to cease, if for default, upon payment of the fine and costs. 


32. The Council may, by a resolution passed in manner provided for the passage of a bye-law, 
devote any portion of the municipal funds, not exceeding in the whole for any one year one-third of © 
the municipal revenue, towards defraying the ordinary expenditure of the Council, in the conduct of 
its general business, and to any of the purposes in respect whereof the Council is empowered to. pass 
bye-laws. 


- 83. Provided always, that the Council shall have no power to incur any personal liability other 
than a liability for the misapplication of the municipal revenue, or any liability against the 
municipality, or the revenue thereof, beyond the municipal revenue of the city for the current 
year. . 


34, The Council may, by a bye-law passed and confirmed as aforesaid, direct that a tax be levied on 
all town lots within the said city, and all erections thereon, other than the property of the Government, 
not to exceed 2/. in the 100/. on the value of such town lots and erections as aforesaid. Such value 
to be assessed as herein-after mentioned. 

Provided always, that such tax shall not extend over or be levied for a longer time than the 
financial year in which the same is authorized to be levied by any bye-law aforesaid. 


35. The Council may, if called on so to do as herein-after mentioned by a bye-law passed and con- 
firmed as aforesaid, direct the levy of a further rate, not exceeding 5/. in the 1002. on the value afore- 
said, in addition to the rate lastly herein-before mentioned, and to continue for the same period ; 
provided always, that such further rate shall not be levied until a requisition to that effect shall have 
been made in writing by a majority of the ratepayers on the assessment roll. Such further rate to 
be of the amount specified in such requisition. ; 


Assessment Roll. 


36. An assessment roll shall on such day in each year as the Council shall appoint be prepared by 

or on behalf of the Council, and the freehold and leasehold property situate within the said city shall 
be therein specified, together with the names of the persons occupying the same and the names of the 
persons owning the same, 
- An assessor shall be appointed for the purpose of making such assessment by the Council, and the 
said assessor shall make such assessment according to the actual value of the property at the time of 
such assessment, and lay the same before the Council within fourteen days from the said day of 
assessment. ‘The assessment shall be made as well on the leasehold interest of every lessee of 
any portion of a lot as upon the freehold interest of the same lot. Any person so assessed may, 
if he feels himself aggrieved by the assessment, appeal to the Council, who shall summarily decide 
thereon. 

The decision of the Council shall be final. ‘The Council may, in addition to the bye-laws which 
they are authorized to make as aforesaid, make bye-laws providing for the manner in which such 
appeal may be conducted. Such bye-law to be passed and confirmed, and to have the force 
aforesaid. 

In the event of nonpayment by any person of any rate or tax duly imposed by the Council, the 
same may be levied by the magistrate of the said city, by distress on the goods and chattels of the 
person liable to pay the same, and in default of a sufficient distress by sale of the lot, or pertion of a 
lot, together with the erections aforesaid, in respect of which such rates or tax shall have been 
imposed, within 30 days from the day on which such payment ought to have been made, and such 
sale shall be made in manner provided for the sale of lots in clause 37, and such sale shall have exactly 
the same effect as if made under such clause. 


Clearing of Lots, 


37. The Council may give notice to any persons, owners of town lots within the said city, by 
advertisement in the Government Gazette and local newspapers, to cut down, within any time to be 
mentioned in such notice, not being less than 30 days from the date of the insertion of such notice, 
all timber and other trees standing thereon, except such as may be reserved with the consent of the 
Council for ornament; and in case such notice be not complied with, the Council shall have power to 
cause the said timber and other trees to be cut down at the expense of the person or persons on whose 
lot the same may be, and if such person or persons do not, within 60 days after the timber or other 
trees shall have been cut down as aforesaid, defray such expense, the magistrate may adjudge that 
such person or persons shall pay the same, either immediately or within such period as the said 
magistrate shall think fit; and in case such sum a money shall not be paid at the time so appointed, 
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the same shall be levied by sale of the lot upon which such timber or other trees shall have been so 
cut down as aforesaid, in manner herein-after mentioned. . $ 

Any sale so adjudged to be made as aforesaid shall be made upon the simple order of the magis- — 
trate in writing, upon such day and in such manner as the said magistrate may specify in such ont 
and the magistrate shall convey such lot to the purchaser at such sale, and the title of such purchaser 
shall be an absolute fee simple, notwithstanding any irregularity or informality in such sale, or in the 
proceedings prior thereto or subsequent thereon. 

The magistrate aforesaid shall defray the expenses of and attendant upon the said sale, and such 
expenses for cutting down as aforesaid, out of the purchase monies arising from such sale, and shall 
pay the residue of such purchase monies into the Treasury of British Columbia, in trust for the 
person or persons to whom as real estate it may belong. 

Provided always, that in no case shall the expense of clearing any lot so to be cleared as aforesaid 
exceed the sum of seven pounds sterling. 

Provided, that unless the Council shall completely cut down the trees on any lot, no demand shall 
be made on the owner, nor shall any sale of any such lot be made under the provisions of this 
Proclamation. 
gy: This Proclamation may on all occasions be cited as the “ New Westminster Municipal Council 

ct, 1860.” 


(1.8 Issued under the Public Seal of the said Colony, at Victoria, Vancouver Island, this Six- 
teenth day of July, in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and sixty, and in 
the Twenty-fourth year of Her Majesty’s reign, by me, 

(Signed) James Dovatas. 

By his Excellency’s command. 

Wiiuiam A. G. Youne, 

Acting Colonial Secretary, 


SCHEDULE. 





First Part. 


All that tract of land now marked and laid out on the Official Map as the city of New 
Westminster. 


Second Part. 


All that tract of land which includes the pieces of ground described on the Official Map of the said 
city as Blocks 1, 2, 8, 9, 10, 11, 22, 23, and 28. 


Third Part. 


All that tract of Jand which includes the pieces of ground described on the Official Map of the said 
city as Blocks 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 12, 18, 14, 15, 16, and 17. 


Fourth Part. 


All that tract of land which includes the pieces of ground described on the Official Map of the said 
city as Blocks 24; 25, 26, 29, 30, and 31. 


Fifth Part. 


All that tract of land which includes the pieces of ground described on the Official Map of the said 
city as Blocks 18, 19, 20, 21, 27, 32, and 33. 





No. 11. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Doveuas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 


NEWCASTLE. 


(No. 76.) Victoria, Vancouver Island, August 16, 1860. 
My Lorpv Duxg, (Received October 8, 1860.) 


Tue intelligence I had the honour to communicate to your Grace in my Despatch, 
No. 70,* of the 3rd instant, respecting the discovery ef rich and paying gold fields at 
Rock Creek and in the Shimilkomeen country, have been confirmed by the arrival of 
different persons with samples which they themselves have dug in those parts. 
The gold is nuggety and of fine quality, being readily separated from the soil without 
the use of quicksilver, and is found away from the watercourses as well as in the river 
beds, and the miners are said to be realjzing from six to 50 dollars a day to the man. 
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2. One instance of remarkable success is mentioned in the report of Mr. O’Reilly, the 
Gold Commissioner at Fort Hope, it being of two miners, who realized in six weeks by 
mining the sum of 1,300 dollars, and their confidence in the productiveness of the 
country was so great that they soon after invested the whole sum in the purchase of 
another claim. 

3. In consequence of those reports there has been a great rush of people to the new 
diggings, and all articles of consumption are scarce and selling there at a high price. 

4, The same report mentions the very important discovery of a silver lead at Union 
Bar near Tort Hope. 

5. The specimens of the ore sent here appear rich and valuable, but it is impossible to 
predict without a severer test the actual value of the discovery, and whether the lead 
will be rich enough to pay the working expenses or not. 

6. The discoverers, and upwards of 70 other persons who have recorded claims on 
the lead appear, however, to be much elated, and fully satisfied of its value; and they 
are said to be importing blasting tools and materials in large quantities, with the intention 
of turning the discovery to immediate account. ? | 

7. Several tons of the ore having already been sent to New Westminster for assay, 
and we will no doubt receive further reports of its value in the course of a few days. 

8. Specimens of silver ore have also been found at the mouth of Harrison’s River. 
One of these yielded on assay, at the rate of 20/. worth of silver to the ton of ore. 

9. 1 propose to despatch a party to investigate the mineral resources of that part of 
the country, in hopes of making some valuable discovery, which may attract and afford 
employment to a population, as the whole country about Harrison Lake is otherwise 
valueless, being mountainous, rocky, and utterly unfit for tillage. 

10. The tidings from Yale, Cayoosh, and Lytton are generally satisfactory. 

11. The new roads are progressing apace, and the cost of transport is being gradually 
reduced with the increasing facilities of communication. 

12. The number of miners collected about Alexandria and Quesnel River rendered it 
necessary for the maintenance of peace and order to form a police station at the former 
place; and I have to announce to your Grace that I have lately appointed Mr. Philip 
H. Nind, as Magistrate and Assistant Gold Commissioner for that district. 

There being nothing further of an unusual nature to communicate, 





I haye, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&e. &e. &c. 
No. 12. 
Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Doucuas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 
NEWCASTLE. 
(No. 86.) Victoria, Vancouver Island, October 8, 1860. 
My Lorp Duke, (Received November 30, 1860.) 


Havine very recently completed a rather protracted journey, exceeding five weeks 
of almost constant travelling, in British Columbia, I regret that there is not time to com- 
municate to your Grace, by the mail of this day, now about leaving for San Francisco, 
the result of my observations on the character and’ prospects of that Colony. 


2. On leaving Vancouver Island I proceeded by the northern, or Harrison River road — 


to Douglas, and from thence successively visited Cayoosh, Lytton, Shimilkomeen, and 
Rock Creek. On my return I followed the mountain road to Hope, and afterwards paid 
a hasty visit to Yale and New Westminster. 


3. The lately discovered gold district in Shimilkomeen is, for the time being, attached 
to the Hope district, a course which I was compelled to adopt for want of an efficient 
officer at that time to conduct the public business of the new district. 


4, The fame of the rich diggings discovered at Rock Creek have drawn to that place, 
chiefly from the State of Oregon, upwards of 500 miners, and persons engaged in other 
pursuits. I therefore found it necessary to lose no time in making arrangements to main- 
tain the peace and to protect the public revenue by the appointment of a Magistrate and 
Gold Commissioner for that district, together with other officers to enforce the Customs 
laws of the Colony, and that object was, | am happy to say, effected without creating any 
dissatisfaction among the foreign population there present. 
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Britisxt 5. I am further glad to report that peace and good order exist everywhere within the : 
CotumsrA. Colony, and that a general and marked feeling of confidence is exhibited by the resident 
eae population in the resources of the country. 
6. I shall endeavour to prepare a report of my late proceedings for your Grace's 
information, before the departure of the next mail. ' 


I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS. , ~ 
&e. &e. &c. : | 
No. 13. No. 132 7 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douauas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 
NEWCASTLE. 
( Separate. ) Victoria, Vancouver Island, October 9, 1860. 
(Received, December 18, 1860.) 
My Lorp Duke, (Answered, No. 66, February 1, 1861, page 68.) 


I nave the honour to submit for your Grace's information the following particulars. 
relative to a recent journey in British Columbia, from whence I have just returned. 

2. I left Victoria by the regular steam packet on the evening of 28th of August, and 
early next day landed at New Westminster. 

3. I heard with much concern on my arrival there, that the capital was suffering from. 
one of those fluctuations in commerce common to all countries, and that there was much. 
depression in business circles, and a marked decrease of trade, a fact which was indeed 
corroborated by the Customs returns, it appearing from them that the imports for the 
four previous weeks had fallen off about 25 per cent. as compared with the increasing 
ratio of the preceding month; a casualty generally attributed by business men to the 
growing overland trade with the possessions of the United States in Oregon and. 
Washington territory, which now supply, by the southern frontiers of the Colony, a large 
proportion of the bulky articles, such as provisions and bread stuffs, consumed in the 
eastern districts of British Columbia ; and those imports, it was supposed, had this year 
been for the most part fraudulently introduced, to the great loss and detriment of the 
home merchant and the fair trader. 

4, It is, however, not easy to conceive how so extensive a contraband trade as this 
would imply, could be carried on without the knowledge of the vigilant officer stationed 
on the frontier for the protection of the revenue, whose official reports give no room for 
such impressions. I am therefore led to believe that the present depression is traceable 
to another cause, and may with more probability be regarded as the simple result of over- 
importation, and I have no doubt a revival will take place, and trade resume its 
accustomed tone as soon as the stocks of goods in the Colony have been reduced. 

The officers of the Colony residing permanently at New Westminster, and employed in 
the management of the several departments of the public administration, are as follows :— 


Military - - Colonel R. C. Moody, R.E., commanding. 

Lands and Works - Colonel R. C. Moody, R.E., Chief Commissioner. 
Judiciary - - Matthew B. Begbie, Judge. 

Police - - - Chartres Brew, Chief Inspector. 

‘Treasury - Captain W. D. Gosset, R.E., Treasurer. 


Ae Akéay Office - F. G. Claudet, Assayer. 
5 C. A. Bacon, Melter. 


Customs - - Wymond Hamley, Collector. 
Post Office - - W. R. Spalding, Postmaster. 


6. The Treasury was lately transferred from Victoria to New Westminster, where all 
the financial business of the Colony is now transacted. 

The Assay Office has been in operation since the beginning of the month of August, 
and the last accounts of the 28th of that month give a return of 1,600 ounces of gold 
dust which had been smelted and run into bars of various weights. 

Those and the other departments are in a state of efficient organization. 

The public offices are plain substantial buildings, devoid of ornament, and constructed 
on a scale adapted to our limited means; they are nevertheless roomy and commodious, 
and on the whole not unsuitable to the present business of the Colony. 

There has not been much activity in building since my report transmitted to your 
Grace in the month of May last, but town property nevertheless sustains its former price, 
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and the inhabitants of New Westminster appear to have unlimited confidence in the 
ultimate progress of the place. 

8. The run from New Westminster to Douglas was effected by one of the river 
steamers in 16 hours, including brief stoppages at Langley and Carnarvon, and the 
whole distance from Victoria to Douglas in 24 running hours, being little over half the 
time occupied by the same journey last year. The charges on the transport of goods 
have also proportionately decreased, freights being now generally taken at 3/. 8s. a ton, or 
25 per cent. less than the former rates. 

9. While at Douglas I despatched an exploring party under the command of Dr. 
Forbes, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Topaze,” for whose assistance I am indebted to the 
kindness of Rear Admiral Sir Robert L. Baynes, to examine the country bordering on 
Harrison Lake and River, where many fragments of silver and copper ore have been 
found. A specimen of the former, which was carefully assayed, gave a return of 50/. 
worth of silver to the ton. ‘The copper ore appears also to contain a large proportion of 
that metal. 

10. Iam in hopes that Dr. Forbes’s scientific researches will be productive of much 
good to the Colony, as the district subjected to his examination has all the characteristics 
of a mineral country, is almost destitute of arable land, and, except timber, possesses no 
ascertained natural products capable of contributing to the support or giving remunerative 
employment for labour. It is, therefore, especially desirable that no effort should be 
wanting for the early development of the minerals supposed to be contained in the soil, 
otherwise the district may, for years to come, remain a wilderness without inhabitants. 

11. Douglas is still an inconsiderable town, much improved, however, since my former 
visit in June last. A Stipendiary Magistrate is stationed here, Mr. J. B. Gaggin, who also 
‘ performs the duties of Gold Commissioner within the district, which extends from Car- 
narvon to Port Anderson. A brisk trade is carried on from Douglas with the mining 
districts of the interior, and the constant arrival and departure of trains of pack-mules 
give to the place a lively and bustling appearance. 

12. We pursued our journey by the newly formed waggon road, then nearly finished, 
as far as the Lesser Lillooet Lake, 28 miles from Douglas, a work of magnitude and of the 
utmost public utility, which, I think it only right to inform your Grace, has been laid 
out and executed by Captain Grant and a detachment of Royal Engineers under his 
command with a degree of care and professional ability reflecting the highest credit on 
that active and indefatigable officer. 

13. A number of waggons, imported by the enterprising merchants of Douglas, have 
commenced running on the new road, and the cost of transport has already been greatly 
reduced. I look forward with confidence to further important reductions in the rates of 
transport, as the most experienced carriers are of opinion that goods of all kinds may and 
will be carried the whole distance (100 miles) from Douglas to Cayoosh for 20/. a ton, 
which would be a reduction of 250 per cent. on former rates. The effect of so large a 
saving on the carriage of goods will be of vast importance to the country, and no doubt 
give a prodigious impulse to trade and the settlement of the public lands, 

14. A row-boat is still the only means of conveyance over the Lesser Lillooet Lake, 
which is nearly five miles long, and one mile and a half distant from Lillooet Lake, with 
which it is, however, connected by a narrow river, full of shoals and dangerous rapids, 
perilous in their present state for any larger craft than Indian canoes. This circumstance 
renders a transhipment and a resort to land carriage for a mile and a half on an excellent 
road necessary before reaching Lillooet Lake. Various plans have been proposed for render- 
ing the river between those lakes navigable, but, important as would be the improvement, 
the cost is altogether beyond our present means, and the work must be left for a future 
time. 

15. A very fine piece of gold-bearing quartz, which I received at this point of my 
journey, determined me to instruct the District Gold Commissioner to cause the moun- 
tains west of Harrison River, where the quartz was found, to be carefully examined, as 
there is a possibility of discovermg and turning to advantage the lead from whence it 
came. | 

16. There are many extensive quartz veins in the valley of the Harrison, but none 
of those which have been inspected contain visible traces of gold. ‘The bed of the 
river, howeyer, yields gold almost everywhere in small quantities; and at one place, 12 
miles from Douglas, a party of French miners have brought in sluices, and are now 
working to great advantage, making as much as 10 dollars a day to the man. The only 
drawback is the shortness of the working season, which they represent as limited on the 
one hand by the flooded state of the river in summer, and on the other by the severe cold 
in winter, which is found to have the effect of preventing the amalgamation of the fine 
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particles of gold, and much is therefore lost in the process of washing. Their statements 
are, no doubt, in part true, but I think it may, notwithstanding, be safely concluded that 
all these difficulties will be overcome, and this part of the country be profitably worked, 
whenever men of greater skill and application turn their attention to the subject. 

17. Some of the tributaries of the Harrison also yield a fair return of gold, varying 
from five to 10 dollars a day; but that will not satisfy men whose excited imaginations 
indulge in extravagant visions of wealth and fortune to be realized in remoter diggings. 
These all with one accord rush off to the Quesnel and Caribeeuf countries, and neglect 
the less productive districts. 

1s. A number of fine specimens of coarse gold have lately been brought by Indians 
from the Lillooet River beyond the lake, and I shall not fail to have its course carefully 
searched, at the public expense, should no private adventurers in the meantime anticipate 
that intention. 

19. The paddle-wheel 25 horse-power steamer “ Martzell,” a small boat of 50 tons 
burden, built by Mr. Decker, an enterprising American, conveyed my party in four 
hours to Port Pemberton, at the further extremity of Lillooet Lake. There is nothing to 
prevent vessels of a much larger class than the “ Martzell” from running on this lake, 
as it is deep enough to float a 500 ton ship, and there are no rocks or concealed dangers 
whatever. It is, in fact, a highland lake, surrounded by lofty mountains rising abruptly 
from the water’s edge. Port Pemberton is five miles distant from the Meadows, a fine 
tract of several thousand acres of rich alluvial land, situated at the mouth of the Lillooet 
River. <A settlement is already formed at that attractive spot, and the soil is most 
productive, the settlers having raised this year excellent crops of oats, Indian corn, 


potatoes, and hay; the barley, however, was indifferent, in consequence it was supposed: 


of imperfect tillage, but I never saw better garden-stuffs of all kinds, especially tomatoes 
and cucumbers, which were exceedingly fine. Mr. Jones, the oldest and principal settler, 
raised last year, as he assured me, a very fine crop of potatoes, for which he found a 
ready sale at 5d. a pound, and thereby realized the large return of upwards of 240/. an 
acre. Having this year a much larger crop, he expects to do better, though the price 
of vegetables is now comparatively moderate, being 50 per cent. lower than last year. 


20. Near the settlement is an Indian reserve of several hundred acres of land which is 
retained for the benefit of and occupied by about 30 native families, who live on the 
most amicable terms with their white neighbours, and look healthy, clean, and altogether 
in very comfortable circumstances. They live by fishing, and on the produce of the 
chase, and of the land, which they cultivate, to some extent, with care and skill. They 
appear happy and contented, and had no complaint whatever to make. 


21. The Horse-way, formed in the year 1858, is still the only road from Port Pem- 
berton to Anderson Lake, the distance being about 34 miles. It is a fair and passable 
road of the kind, but must be improved into a cart-road without delay. The line of road 
runs between parallel ranges of mountains, rising on both sides with the unbroken 
regularity of a wall, into dark, rugged, and gloomy masses, thousands of feet above the 
mountain stream that traverses the valley beneath, which is in places a mere defile, and 
nowhere exceeds two miles in breadth. 

The summit or half-way house is prettily situated on the mountain side overlooking a 
rich expanse of arable land covered with a profusion of potatoes, beets, carrots, tomatoes, 
cucumbers, and other vegetables ; a certain proof of the great capabilities of the soil and 
climate. A large stock of hay was also carefully put up by the provident owner for 
winter use. 

22. The country from that point presents a more cheerful aspect. The river winds 
along the mountain side towards Lake Anderson, affording lovely views of the 
exceedingly beautiful valley beneath, with its gay covering of bright green woods. . 


23. We arrived at Port Anderson just in time to participate in the trial trip of the 
“ Lady of the Lake” steamer, and a most successful one it proved to be: the machinery 
working well, and no casualty whatever occurring to cause delay. We had to boat over 
Lake Seaton, as the steamer usually plying there was under repair. A walk of five miles 
from Port Seaton brought us to the banks of Fraser River, and to the mining town of 
Cayoosh. 

24. The country between Douglas and Cayoosh probably contains a smaller proportion 
of agricultural land than any other district in British Columbia. The whole district may 
be truly described as a succession of valleys and mountains covered with woods almost 


to their rocky summits, and abounding in rivers and streams of every size. Forests © 


of magnificent trees and great water-power constitute its natural advantages; its 
metalliferous resources, though probably vast, having yet to be explored. 






eee 





a 
. lll ” 
4 = 


PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 25. 


25: Houses and fields begin, here and there, to break the cheerless solitude of the Brrrsx 
valleys; and in no instance that has come under my notice, has the husbandman been COLUMBIA. 
disappointed of his reward. Its genial climate may be inferred from the fact that ~~ 
tomatoes ripen in the open air, and had come to full maturity at the end of August; 
when melons raised in the same manner, were nearly fit for use. 

26. The settlers, though few in number, were full of hope and confidence; pleased 
with the country, and satisfied from experience that the climate is one of the healthiest 
in the world. The winters are moderate, the minimum temperature being Zero, 
Fahrenheit ; but the cold is seldom so severe. ‘The lakes have never been known to 
freeze, nor the snow to lie so deep as to interrupt the ordinary traffic of the road. 

27. The district is, in short, not wanting in any of those conditions which contribute 
to the comfort and happiness of man ; and should the explorations now in progress add 
the precious metals to its known elements of wealth, there will be no want of inducements 
to attract and retain an industrious population. 

28. As the road advances from Port Seaton towards Fraser River, a marked change is 
observed in the character of the country; the mountains are left behind, the massive 
forests gradually disappear and are succeeded by green hills and open plains, dotted with 
fine old trees of the species “ Pinus Ponderosa.” The change is grateful, the contrast 
bringing into bolder relief the charming scenery of Cayoosh, which is situated about 
half a mile from Fraser River. ? 

29. This being the centre of a flourishing trade, where all goods brought from Douglas 
are necessarily deposited in their transit to the interior, and the chief town of a valuable 
mining district, a Stipendiary Magistrate, Mr. ‘Thomas Elwyn, who also acts as Gold 
Commissioner, is stationed here. Successful attempts at cultivation have been made on 
a small scale near the town, and streams of water from the neighbouring hills have been 
skilfully diverted from their natural course and applied to the important purposes of 
mining, and of irrigating the soil, which thereby acquires a degree of fertility and pro- 
ductiveness otherwise unattainable in a climate seldom visited by summer showers. 
Cayoosh is thus a place of much real and prospective importance. 


30. I found nothing defective in the state of the public administration. ‘The people 
are satisfied with the laws. The district accounts appear to be kept with order and 
regularity, and returns of the local revenue have been duly made at proper intervals to 
the Colonial Treasurer. ‘The regular establishment consists of a magistrate and one 
constable, who attend to all duties connected with the public service; the former being 
however, fully authorized to employ casual aid whenever emergencies arise. 


31. An address which I received from the principal inhabitants of Cayoosh makes no 
allusion to any local grievance affecting the interests of the town or district, nor suggests 
any change in the mining or general laws of the country. The object of the address, 
of which a copy is transmitted, was to urge the early sale of town lots at Cayoosh, pro- 
tection for the Chinese miners, and the removal of stake nets and all obstructions having 
the effect of preventing the ascent of salmon from the sea to the inland rivers. 


32. I gave immediate attention to those matters, and addressed a communication to 
the Commissioner of Lands and Works, expressing regret that early measures had not 
been taken to meet the public demand for town land, as delay in such cases discourages 
settlement, checks improvement, and is ruious to the country. 


33. I encouraged the inhabitants to build, and improve their lots, with the assurance 
that the value of such improvements would be added to the upset price, and reserved for 
the benefit of the holder when the lots are sold. ‘They will, in that way be fully pro- 
tected from loss. . 

34. The assizes were opened by the Judge of British Columbia during my stay at 
Cayoosh, for the trial of two Indians charged with having murdered two Chinese miners. 
The facts were established on the admission of the accused themselves ; but, it appearing 
from the evidence that the deceased were the aggressors, and had been slain without 
malice prepense, in a casual affray, arising out of an indecent assault committed on the 
wife of one of the Indians, the jury returned a verdict of “ manslaughter” against one of 
the prisoners, and found the other “not guilty.” 

35. 1 had an opportunity of communicating personally with the native Indian tribes, 
who assembled in great numbers at Cayoosh during my stay. I made them clearly 
understand that Her Majesty's Government felt deeply interested in their welfare, and 
had sent instructions that they should be treated in all respects as Her Majesty’s other 
subjects; and that the local magistrates would attend to their complaints, and guard 
them from wrong, provided they abandoned their own barbarous modes of retaliation, 
and appealed in all cases to the laws for relief and protection. 1 also forcibly impressed 
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upon their minds that the same laws would not fail to punish offences committed by them 
against the persons or property of others. | 

I also explained to them that the magistrates had instructions to stake out, and reserve 
for their use and benefit, all their occupied village sites and cultivated fields and as much 
land in the vicinity of each as they could till, or was required for their support ; and that 
they might freely exercise and enjoy the rights of fishing the lakes and rivers, and of hunt- 
ing over all unoccupied Crown lands in the colony ; and that on their becoming registered 
free miners they might dig and search for gold, and hold mining claims on the same terms 
precisely as other miners: in short, I strove tomake them conscious that they were recog- 
nized members of the commonwealth, and that by good conduct they would acquire a certain 
status, and become respectable members of society. ‘They were delighted with the idea, 
and expressed their gratitude in the warmest terms, assuring me of their boundless deyo- 
tion and attachment to Her Majesty’s person and crown, and their readiness to take up 
arms at any moment in defence of Her Majesty’s dominion and rights. 

36. Three exploratory parties were dispatched, during my stay, from Cayoosh: the 
first, under the charge of Sapper Duffie, had orders to examine a route by the Cayoosh 
River from Port Seaton to Lilloet Lake, reported by the natives to be more direct, and 
in many other respects more convenient than the present route by Anderson Lake; the 
second, under Sapper Breckenridge, who is directed to examine the character and capa- 
bilities of the country between Cayoosh and Bridge River; and the third, composed 
of Mr. Martin, an intelligent English miner, and two natives, was dispatched to 
the mountains east of Port Anderson to inspect certain quartz veins, said to be 
auriferous. 

37. Lytton was the next stage in my progress. There is a good horse-way from 
Cayoosh, but travelling by the river being more expeditious, I chose that alternative, 
a made the run of 70 miles in five and a half hours. The stream is swift, and a 
number of dangerous rapids render it in that part impracticable in high water and unsafe 
vat all seasons. . 

38. The mining bars were, with few exceptions, deserted, or occupied by Chinese and 
Indians, who appear to form the great body of miners on this part of the river. 

39. Mr. H. M. Ball is Stipendiary Magistrate and Gold Commissioner for the Lytton 
district ; and, with the exception of one regular constable, there is no other person on 
the establishment; whenever circumstances render a larger force indispensable, it is 
made up by means of casual assistants and special constables called out for the 
occasion. 

40. I granted a sum of 100/., at the petition of the inhabitants, in aid of a horse-way 
to facilitate the transport of goods to Alexandria and Quesnel River. Other small 
sums were also granted for bridges, and to improve the communications with Quayome. 
A party was also dispatched to examine the country between Van Winkle Bar on Fraser 
River and Lilloet Lake, with the view of opening a horse-way between those places. 

41. Proposals were lately made by a private company to throw a bridge, at their own 
expense, over the Thompson at Lytton, to be repaid by a system of tolls; and the 
negotiation will probably be concluded in a short time, as I am desirous of promoting so 
useful a scheme. 

42. The gardens about this town are highly productive, and furnish a profusion and 
variety of vegetables; but, considering there is no want of good soil and clear land, 
I was surprised to find that not a single farm had been opened in the district. The 
want of roads and the enormous cost of transport may in some measure account for that 
circumstance, but it also strongly marks the character of a population devoted to other 
pursuits, and who probably look to other countries for a permanent home. 

43. Complaints were made here, as at Cayoosh, of the non-sale of town lands; and I 
again addressed the Commissioner of Lands and Works on the subject, directing an 
early sale on the spot, through the agency of the district magistrate. 

44. ‘The Indians mustered in great force during my stay at Lytton. My communi- 
cations with them were to the same effect as to the native tribes who assembled at 
Cayoosh, and their gratitude, loyalty, and devotion were expressed in terms equally 
warm and earnest. 

45. The further report of my journey to Shimilkomeen and Rock Creek I will take 
the liberty of communicating to your Grace hereafter, as this Despatch has been drawn 
out to a greater length than I had proposed. 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&c. &e, &c. 
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Enclosure in No. 13. 
Appress of the Granp Jury at Cayoosu to Governor Dovetas. 


Tur Grand Jury beg to welcome your Excellency to Cayoosh, and to offer you their congratu- 
lations on the daily increasing prosperity of the Colony of British Columbia, and on the steady advance 
of trade, mining operations, and settlement in and near Cayoosh. 

The Grand Jury desire to call your Excellency’s attention more particularly to the great number of 
Chinamen now residing in and flocking to this Colony; that from our experience of them we find that 
they are a steady source of profit to the trader and materially increase the revenue of the Colony, and 
in addition greatly benefit the country by the extreme development of its mineral resources ; they are also 
a well-behaved and easily-governed class of population, and the Grand Jury desire that your Excel- 
lency will afford them every due protection to prevent their being driven away, either by attacks from 
Indians or otherwise. 

The Grand Jury representing the general feeling of the inhabitants of this town request that the 
town and suburban lots be speedily offered for sale by public auction, as no security is felt in improving 
property until it is bona fide purchased. 

The Indian population of the Upper Fraser have been making great complaints of the scarcity of 
salmon, which constitutes their winter food. ‘They represent this scarcity to be owing to stake-nets 
being fixed at Langley, which bar the ascent of the fish, and the Grand Jury therefore trust that your 
Excellency will take measures to stop these proceedings, if really found to exist. 

The Grand Jury would, in conclusion, draw your Excellency’s attention to the inefficient state of the 
law as relates to the collection of small debts, and request that measures may be instituted to prevent, 
by a summary process, parties who have contracted debts from leaving the Colony with their property. 

(Signed) Attan McDona tp, 
’ 





Foreman, 
No. 14. 
Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 
NEWCASTLE. 
(Separate. ) Victoria, Vancouver Island, October 25, 1860. 
(Received January 2, 1861.) 
My Lorp Duke, (Answered, No. 66, February 1, 1861, page 68.) 


Resumine the subject of my report on British Columbia, marked Separate, of the 
9th of the present month, I proceed to inform your Grace that on leaving Lytton, 
accompanied by Mr. Good, Private Secretary, and four mounted attendants, my course 
was directed towards Shimilkomeen and Rock Creek, the latter being about 228 miles 
from Lytton. 

2. It is not my intention, neither does it appear necessary, that I should occupy your 
Grace’s time with a narrative of the incidents of the journey. I will, therefore, in 
continuing this report, dwell on subjects only which serve to elucidate the present state 
of the country, its natural capabilities as a Colony, and the effect of its institutions on the 
development of its resources. 

3. With the exception of the miners assembled on Thompson River at Rock Creek 
and Shimilkomeen, the part of British Columbia through which my route lay, is still 
exclusively occupied by the native Indian tribes, a race of bold and active hunters, 
forming, when mustered in force on their hardy native horses, an imposing array. I fell 
in with detachments at different points of the route, where they had assembled to offer a 
tude but cordial welcome. 

4, IL received them with every mark of respect and kindness, entered freely into con- 
versation with the chiefs, assuring them of the warm regard of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and leading them into the discussion of their own affairs in order to discover if 
they entertained any real or fancied grievance which might lead to disaffection, or induce 
them to make reprisals on the white settlers. 

5. There was one subject which especially pre-occupied their minds, as I discovered by 
the frequent allusions they made to it, namely, the abject condition to which the cognate 
native tribes of Oregon have been reduced by the American system of removing whole 
tribes from their native homes into distant reserves, where they are compelled to stay, 
and denied the enjoyment of that natural freedom and liberty of action without which 
existence becomes intolerable. They evidently looked forward with dread to their own 
future condition, fearing lest the same wretched fate awaited the natives of British 
Columbia. 

I succeeded in disabusing their minds of those false impressions by fully explaining the 
views of Her Majesty's Government, and repeating in substance what I have in a former 
part of this report informed your Grace was said on the same subject to the assembled 
tribes at Cayoosh and Lytton. 
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6. Those communications had the effect of reassuring their minds and eliciting assu- 
rances of their fidelity and attachment. 

7. An appalling Indian outrage committed in the neighbouring State of Oregon, as 
related with its attendant horrors in a slip enclosed herewith from the ‘ Vancouver 
Chronicle,” will show better than comment the impolicy of the American system, and 
how careful we should be in guarding against the contagion of evil example, by treating 
the natives with justice, and removing when necessary, every cause of distrust as to the 
ultimate views and policy of Her Majesty’s Government with respect to them. 


8. The country situated between Lytton and Rock Creek is highly attractive, and no 
other part of British Columbia, nor of the United States territory north of Columbia 
River, offers so many inducements in point of soil and climate to the enterprising 
emigrant. | 

Its distance from the coast, and difficulties of access have hitherto almost excluded it 
from intercourse; but as those impediments are removed by the formation of roads, now 
in rapid progress, from the navigable points of Fraser River, it will no doubt become a 
centre of population and the seat of flourishing settlements. 


9. I will not attempt to describe its physical aspect; but to give a general idea in few 
words, I will observe that it forms an elevated table land of great extent, sometimes 
rising into hills, and is traversed by many noble valleys, and watered by numberless 
streams flowing into its great arteries the Thompson, Shimilkomeen, and Okanagon 
Rivers. There are many varieties of soils, much arable land, and a great deal that is fit 
only for pasture; but as a remark generally applicable, I may observe that the valleys 
contain a large extent of good open land; while the steeply swelling hills are mostly 
covered with trees formed into groups, or growing with park-like regularity, widely apart 
and free from brush or underwood; but the peculiar feature of the country is the pro- 
fusion of grass that covers both woodland and meadow, affording rich pastures for 
domestic animals, a circumstance which gives to this district an extraordinary value, as 
every part of the surface, whether hill or valley, may be turned to account and made 
available either for tillage or stock farming. 


10. The climate, like that of all other parts of the Colony, is perfectly healthy; and 
there is much less humidity at all seasons than in the districts bordering on Fraser 
River. Vegetation was nevertheless fresh and green toa degree that was hardly to be 
expected at that time of the year. The seasons exhibit no extremes of temperature, the 
summers being warm and the winters sharp but not severe. 

The lakes, except the Okanagon, and all the rivers, freeze in winter; and there are 
occasional falls of snow, but it seldom lies in the valleys more than a few weeks at a time. 
The fact that horses and domestic cattle are left out all winter to shift for themselves, 
and generally thrive without any care on the range of the country, is probably, however, 
a better criterion of the temperature than any other circumstance that can be adduced. 
It is in short, a very pleasant and desirable part of the Colony, possesses a healthy 
climate and many other advantages, pastures being already formed where thousands of 
cattle may find food; and the industrious colonist will find it much better and easier to 
raise crops than in the woodland districts, where it takes much labour and expense to 
clear a small space. 

11. After five days’ travel in a fine open country we reached the main branch of the 
Shimilkomeen River, a few miles below the lately discovered gold diggings, where 80 or 
100 miners were at work, all seemingly in high spirits, pleased with the country, and 
elated with their prospects and earnings. Many of them were engaged in putting up log 
huts, and making other preparations, as they intend to winter there if they succeed in 
having supplies of flour and other necessaries brought from Hope before the mountains 
become impassable from snow. As that was clearly impossible without greater facilities 
of communication, it was evident they would have no alternative but to desert their 
claims and leave the country, at a serious loss to themselves and to the Colony. 


12. That circumstance brought the vital subject of roads again forcibly to mind. A 
road party working out from Hope, had, I knew, nearly got the length of the summit 
ridge, about 36 miles distant from our camp, and could means be found of cutting 
through to that point, and connecting Hope with Shimilkomeen by a practicable trail 
before the advent of winter, I felt assurred that an important object for the country 
would be gained, and I resolved to make the attempt. Some Indian hunters were soon 
found who undertook to conduct a party to the desired point, by a better and less 
circuitous line than the present almost impassable trail; and the subject was immediately 
brought before the miners, who, seeing the object of the measure, at once volunteered 
in force sufticient for the work, and early the following morning a party properly equipped 
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with tools, provisions, and means of transport, was dispatched with instructions to open a _Brrrisu 
path which would connect with the horse-way from Hope. CoLumstA. 

13. Leaving Mr. Good and one of my attendants at this point to urge on the work, ~~ 
and to inquire into the condition of the miners, I pushed on without further delay with 
my three other attendants in light marching order, towards Rock Creek. On the way 
I fell in with Mr. Cox, the Revenue Officer of the southern frontier, who joined my 
party, and after three days travel we arrived at the town known as Rock Creek, situated 
at the junction of that stream and Colvile River. 

14. The town contains 15 houses, and several more in progress, chiefly shops and 
buildings intended for the supply and entertainment of miners. 

15. Nearly 500 miners are congregated about Rock Creek and another tributary 
of the Colvile, about 10 miles below that point. | 

16. The Rock Creek diggings were discovered last October by Mr. Adam Beam, a 
native of Canada, as he was travelling from Colvile to Shimilkomeen; he again visited 
the spot in December, but did not begin to work till the 7th of May: the following is a 
statement of his daily earnings with the cradle for the first few days afterwards :— 

First day’s work produced 20 dollars, 


Second Fe f 43 VG.3 
Third . 3 Sane the 
Fourth .. 33 BPR ES 
Fifth s ms 32UI e 
Sixth . Fikes BAM Stag 
Seventh ,, { Ogi, 


The subsequent record of his daily earnings could not be found, but on the 20th of 
June, that is, six weeks from the day of commencement, he had made 977 dollars in 
gold, valuing it at 16 dollars to the ounce. 


17. Hugh McKay, another Canadian miner, said that on his claim, the bed-earth of 
the stream yielded nothing, but a drift into the bank produced 20 dollars aday. I 
moreover ascertained from the testimony of the miners generally, that none of those who 
had succeeded in opening gold claims, were making anything less than 10 dollars a day. 


18. Rock Creek is supposed to indicate the course of the gold lead, and to be every- 
where auriferous; it is also believed that all the benches near the river will pay well; 
and many of the miners propose running in tunnels without delay. There is much 
uncertainty however, as to the real extent and value of the lead, nor can it be ascertained 
until the country comes to be more extensively prospected. 


19. I met the assembled population of the place the day after my arrival, and addressed 
them on various subjects. I did not attempt to conceal that the object of my visit to 
Rock Creek was to inquire into their conduct, and to suppress the disorders which 
were reported to be prevalent in that part of the country; and I assured them that I 
was agreeably surprised to find that those reports were unfounded. After that merited 
compliment, I proceeded to explain the views of Her Majesty’s Government, the general 
mining regulations of the Colony, especially directing their attention to that section of 
the Act which provides for the establishment of mining boards, with powers to frame 
byelaws adapted to the circumstances of each district ; or in other words, investing the 
miners themselves with full powers to amend their own laws. I further pointed out the 
nature and object of the Pre-emption Law, passed expressly for the encouragement of 
settlers; and demonstrated the fact that the whole policy of Her Majesty's Government 
was considerate and liberal in the extreme. I then announced the appointment of Mr. 
Cox as Justice of the Peace and Assistant Gold Commissioner for the district of Rock 
Creek ; and that he was duly authorized to punish offences, to attend to the maintenance 
of civil order, to the registration of mining claims, and to receive all dues payable to 
Her Majesty's Government. I concluded by exhorting them, one and all, as they 
valued and looked to the laws of the land for protection, to aid and assist him on all 
occasions, not only as a duty incumbent on good subjects, but as being also their manifest: 
interest; for, I continued, if the Jaws are not enforced there can be no security, and 
without security there can be no prosperity; therefore, I went on to say, as you hope 
for redress yourselves when individually suffering wrong, you must be prepared to rally 
round the magistrate charged with the execution of the laws. 

The meeting ended pleasantly, and the measures announced appeared to give general 
satisfaction. ; 


20. Mr. Cox then proceeded to the less pleasant task of levying the regular customs 
charge on all goods found at Rock Creek which had not been entered for importation ; 
such goods being really contraband and legally forfeited, might have been seized for the 
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benefit of the Crown, had it not been considered inexpedient in the circumstances to 
inflict the extreme penalty of the law. Pr). 
21. I left soon afterwards.on my return to Fraser River, and have since then added 
another officer to the revenue establishment at Rock Creek, and authorized the employ- 
ment of any amount of force when necessary for restraining the illicit importation of 
goods into British Columbia; and the cost of such extra establishment is to be super- 


added as a Treasury fine to the import duties. It is, however, impossible, I conceive, 


altogether to prevent smuggling at places situated so immediately on the frontier as 
Rock Creek, which is within two miles of the boundary. ‘The simple and only certain 
means of effecting the object is to under-sell the foreign merchant by supplying goods 
at the cheapest rate, and much may be done towards that object by improving the 
communications and lessening the cost of transport from Hope. 

22, The total distance from that place to Rock Creek is about 160 miles. By im- 
proving the channel of the Shimilkomeen River and rendering it navigable in boats, we 
may substitute 60 miles of water for land carriage at a great reduction of cost. The 
improvement of the Shimilkomeen would not involve an outlay of more than 1,000/., 
while it would reduce the land carriage to 100 miles, by substituting a cheap water 
conveyance for the remaining 60 miles. With that advantage the whole trade will flow 
towards Fraser River. 

23. The following mining statistics were collected by Mr. Good at Shimilkomeen :— 

Mr. Alison’s claim produces 10 dollars a day for each man employed. 

M‘Dowell’s claim, 12 dollars a day per man. 

Merril and Eddy worked three days, and made from 10 dollars to 12 dollars daily 
er man. 

M‘Dougal took out 26 dollars in the cradle the first day ; in prospecting his claim 
he found 1 dollar and upwards to the pan; anticipates earning 50 dollars per man; 
when sluicing operations commence in about a week’s time they will all begin to work. 

On examining the country, prospects were so good that they all immediately commenced 
preparations for sluicing, wing-damming, and other costly works for mining on a large 
scale. . 

24, The road party were far advanced with their task on my return to Shimilkomeen, 
and I took that road to the summit or punch-bowl, where I fell upon the new road 
from Hope, which is carried over an elevation of 4,000 feet without a single gradient 
exceeding 1 foot in 12, a fact very creditable to Serjeant M‘Call and the detach- 
ment of Royal Engineers employed in marking out the line; it moreover suggests the 
possibility of converting it hereafter into a cart-way. It is even now a great boon to 
the country, yet it will lose much of its value unless it be kept open for traffic in winter, 
by sending out parties of men on snow-shoes to beat the roads after every fall of snow, 
a course which I strongly recommended to the merchants at Hope. 

25. The persons who hold the Union and Emory Bar silver leads near Hope are making 
great exertions to open the works, with, I believe, every probability of a most profitable 
result. . 

26. Masses of nearly pure virgin copper have been found in the excavations made for 
mining purposes above Yale, and valuable outcrops of coal occur on the Shimilkomeen 
River, but the present value of those minerals is not sufficient to induce the investment 
of capital. 

on The new horse-way from Yale to Spuzzem is now open for traffic. Unlike the 
mountain trail which it supersedes, the new road is carried over the mountain side along 
the course of Fraser River at a moderate elevation, and will be open for travel both in 
summer and winter. In riding over the face of those frowning cliffs, which a twelve- 
month ago seemed to defy all efforts at improvement, it was impossible to repress a 
feeling of thankfulness and intense gratification at the successful issue of our labours, 
and their probable influence on trade and the developement of the country. The 
arduous part of this undertaking—excavating the mountain near Yale—was executed 
entirely by a detachment of Royal Engineers, under Serjeant-major George Cann, and 
it has been completed in a manner highly creditable to themselves and to the officers 
who directed the operation. . 

28. The most favourable accounts continue to arrive from the Quesnel River and 
Caribeeuf diggings, confirming all the former reports of the vast auriferous wealth of 
those districts. 

29. An opinion is gaining ground among persons who have closely inspected and 
studied the phenomena of the gold fields, that there exists a zone or belt of country 50 
or 60 miles in breadth, which is the matrix or depository of the gold found in British 
Columbia, Its course has been partially traced from the neighbourhood of Fort George, 
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at the forks of Fraser River, for nearly 60 miles in a south-south-east direction; and  Brrrsx 
the theory derives a measure of support from the fact that the rich diggings at Caribeeuf, Corumnta. 
Quesnel River, and Rock Creek,—the latter unknown when the theory was started— ~~ 
come within the limits which it prescribes: Mr. Nind, the Assistant Gold Commissioner 
for Quesnel River district, may probably be able to throw light upon the subject, and 
I await his report with much anxiety, especially as I have had no official communication 
from him since his appointment. I learn from other sources that the miners in that 
quarter are making large profits, and that good order and tranquillity reign throughout 
the district. The want of roads is, however, seriously felt, and has become a general 
subject of complaint. As soon as those more important communications now in 
progress are completed, we shall not fail to turn our attention to the remoter 
districts. 





Degrade Groat Lert. 30. Some specimens exhibiting the varieties of gold 
Se ine pieesganiade found in British Columbia are forwarded with this 
No. 5. Gold quartz.—Lilloett Lake. report 

No. 6. Gold, with quartz.—Queen Charlotte’s Island. ‘Pp ° 

T have, &c. 

His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&c. &c. &c. 
Enclosure 1 in No. 14. Encl, 1 in 


No, 14. 
MassacrE oF AN Immicrant TRratIn sy THE Snake InpIANS—45 Persons BurcuEerep. 


Yreka, October 9, 1860. 
The following is an “ extra” from the Vancouver Chronicle’ :— 
Vancouver, October 3,—9 P.M. 
Forty-five Immigrants murdered. 


H. Schreiber has just arrived at the Dalles with news of the massacre by the Snake Indians of an 
entire immigrant train, consisting of 46 persons, 19 of whom were men, the balance women and 
children. ‘The party were first attacked about 50 miles this side of Salmon Falls, on the 9th of 
September. ‘This attack lasted about one hour. ‘The Indians then withdrew and allowed the train to 
proceed five miles, when they again attacked them. ‘The fight lasted two days and one night. 

' On the afternoon of the 10th the Indians had possession of the whole train, with the exception of 
six men, who, being mounted escaped. After travelling through the woods for nine days these six were 

again attacked, and five of the party killed. Schreiber alone escaping by hiding in the bushes. After 

travelling seven days, without food, he was found in an exhausted condition by some persons who took 

him to the Dalles. 

Of the 19 males in the party, six were discharged soldiers from Fort Hall. Mr. Schreiber is the 
only one who escaped. He says that the six men who left on horseback did not leave until the Indians 
had complete possession of the train; and from the screams of the women and children he was led to 
believe that the whole party were butchered. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 14. Encl. 2 in 


No, 14. 
To his Excellency Governor Douglas, C.B., &. &e. &e. 


Your Excetiency, Hope, October 3, 1860. 

We the undersigned inhabitants of Hope beg to congratulate you on the approaching termina- 
tion of the new trail to the Shimilkameen, an object in which you expressed lively interest at the 
commencement of the year, and on which you were pleased to express your views in a very satisfactory 
manner on the occasion of your visit to Hope during the summer. 

We trust that the plans originated by your Excellency for the formation of the Shimilkameen and 
other routes of Colonial importance and advantage, may be fully realized by the traffic passing over 
such routes, and by the continued prosperity of the country as evinced by the late Customs returns. 

Large as such quarterly revenue appears, it is not unknown to your Excellency that the amount has 
been considerably reduced by the absence of Customs duties on the frontier adjacent to the Shimil- 
kameen country. Your personal observation has we doubt not confirmed the reports which are 
unanimously made of the large amount of supplies introduced from America, the eager eyes turned by 
all the inhabitants of Washington and Oregon to a gold field so near them, their determination to 
compete with British Columbia for the supply of her own territories, and the plans in contemplation for 
establishing a town or towns as near the line as possible. 

The inhabitants of British Columbia are not wanting in enterprise and energy, but the different 
circumstances under which they compete with foreign traders (backed by the sympathy of their 
nation), both as to capital at command, the aggregate number of competitors, and the motives influencing 
each, are not we think to be overlooked. We beg to state to your Excellency, that, as a community, 
we hope not to be behindhand in taking advantage of the Shimilkameen trade, but also to convey our 
unanimous opinion that the interests of the Colony, as well as our own, demand such arrangements for 
the collection of revenue on goods entering British Columbia, otherwise than through its present port 
of entry, as will ensure protection to British trade, and the augmentation of its revenue by means and 
tates of import at present existing. | 
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We beg to tender your Excellency our thanks for your liberal aid to the Boston Bar trail. With- 


wishes in this respect has fully realized our expectations of benefit to Hope. 

Your Excellency’s first outlay was the means of our town obtaining a share of the traffic to the 
upper country, to which we considered ourselves entitled, and your more recent grant will greatly — 
improve the road in placing it in a permanently efficient state, in a portion on which the nature of the 
ground had made locomotion very difficult. 

But the chief argument which will weigh with your Excellency in taking a colonial view of the 
expenditure is the circumstance of packing having been much reduced through the access afforded to 
Lytton by this trail. 

We have now availed ourselves of the occasion of your Excellency’s visit to return you our thanks 
for your attention to the wants and welfare of the Pilony in the matter of the trails above alluded to; 
we trust it will not be deemed out of place if we conclude our remarks with the hope that the original 
intention of your Excellency respecting the Shimilkameen trail may soon be carried out, in forming the 
present trail, or any route considered best, into a waggon road ; we do not ask this as a local matter 
only. 

We do not consider that scope will be given to that commercial energy and enterprise which your 
Excellency is so desirous of encouraging locally unless your intention should be carried out as soon as 
possible, and your Excellency has repeatedly, publicly and privately, expressed your opinion that the 
route to the new gold fields and agricultural district of the Shimilkameen is through Hope. A waggon 
road to this important country will not be looked upon otherwise than a colonial measure, and one 
which has already received the sanction of public opinion at large. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) A. D. Prinetz, M.A. 
W. H. Surron, and 50 others, 





No. 15. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 
NEWCASTLE. 
(No. 95.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, November 9, 1860. 
(Received January 2, 1861.) 
My Lorp Duke, (Answered, No. 66, February 1, 1861, page 68.) 


In my report on British Columbia of the 9th of October last, marked “ Separate,”* 
I had the honour to inform your Grace of the dispatch of an exploratory party from 
Douglas, under the charge of Dr. Forbes of Her Majesty’s ship ‘* Topaze,” to examine, 
especially with reference to its mineral character, the country bordering on Harrison Lake 
and River. 

I have now the honour of forwarding the valuable and highly interesting report of that 
gentleman, who lately returned to this place with his party, in good health. 

His researches, carried on under many difficulties inseparable from the country, were 
prosecuted with a very creditable degree of activity and vigour, and have been eminently 
successful in elucidating the true mineral value of the district, the whole of which he 
believes to be metalliferous, and the greater portion of it argentiferous. 

He found and examined many argentiferous veins, and he observes that he has not the 
least doubt that there is abundance of silver in those formations, but it can only be reached 
by an outlay of capital and steady persevering mining operations. . 

He has also, from various indications, been led to believe that in many of the metal- 
liferous veins described in his report, deep mining will develope gold. 

Dr. Forbes recommends that encouragement should be given to companies for the 
purpose of working silver mines, and thinks they cannot be worked advantageously by 
individual enterprise or exertion, a suggestion which meets with my warmest approval. 

I trust that Dr. Forbes’s able report may have the effect of attracting public attention 
in England to the mineral wealth of British Columbia, and to the facilities it presents 
for the profitable investment of capital. 


eS eeEeeEeEeEeee OS So 


I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&c. &c. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 15. 


Sir, H.M.S. “ Topaze,” Esquimalt, Vancouver Island, Oct. 22, 1860. 

By letter dated 8th October, I had the honour to apprise your Excellency of my return to 
Victoria on the 6th, with the exploring party under my command. It now becomes my duty to lay 
before your Excellency a general summary of my proceedings, with a detailed account of such explora- 
tions as time and circumstances enabled me to make. 
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_ charge of the exploring party at New Westminster, and there received from the Treasury and the Cotumsta, 
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1. In compliance with your Excellency’s instructions contained in letter dated 29th August, I took Britis 


Commissariat such supplies of money and provisions as appeared necessary for carrying on the explora- 
tion of the district specified, viz., from the mouth of the Harrison River to the 28-mile house on the 
Lilloet trail. 


2. Unable to procure a canoe at the mouth of the Harrison River, as directed by my instructions; I 
proceeded in the steamer “ Colonel Moody ” to Port Douglas, and at that place on the afternoon of the 


_ 30th, succeeded, after some difficulty, in procuring a canoe and Indians to take me down the Harrison 
Lake. Finding on starting that my canoe was too heavily laden, I engaged another and smaller canoe, 


and with a party consisting of three Spaniards, four Indians, self and servant, proceeded at 5 p.m. to 
make the best of my way to the mouth of the Harrison River. 

At 84 p.m., having come by computation about eight miles, I camped on a sandy spit, near a moun- 
tain stream, known as the Douglas River, on the eastern side of the lake, opposite to a remarkable 
double-peaked mountain, having on its northern and eastern aspect a glacier between the peaks. 


Friday, 3lst August.—At daylight, weather was much overcast and threatening. Nevertheless, I 
struck camp and got ready, being anxious to commence work at the place indicated in my instructions, 
A thunder-storm, however, passed to the southward, followed by heavy rain, and a fresh breeze from 


_ the 8.W. causing a heavy swell on the lake and rendering it impossible to proceed. I therefore pitched 


my camp again, and proceeded tuo prospect the neighbouring ravine and to examine the geological 
formation around. 

At the mouth of the stream, and extending on both sides along the shore of the lake, were water- 
worn boulders of granitic and quartzose rocks, gneiss with garnets, mica schist with ditto, pieces of good 
roofing slate, together with masses of a pure white quartz containing excellent indications of metal. 
The mountain, the top of which is somewhat rounded in its outline, having a flat surface to the west- 
ward, and a remarkable pinnacle or finger-like rock at its immediate base, is composed of trap, having 
resting upon it and tilted at a high angle, micaceous, taleose, and hornblendic schists, all highly charged 
with iron, the oxidation of which has produced disintegration of these rocks. 

At a point about 500 yards from the mouth of the stream on its proper right bank, a mass of trachytic 
rock has been erupted, shattering the surrounding rocks, itself much shaken and shattered; great 
masses dislodged by weathering and other causes having slipped and rolled to the bottom of the ravine, 

In this rock, of volcanic origin, was found a mass of quartz, of a beautiful white colour, containing 
good indications of silver and copper, which indications proved true, for on assaying a specimen, by the 
reducing process, a globule of each of these metals showed itself. ‘This mass or vein of quartz dips 


_ northerly beneath the overlying trachytic rock. It is wedge-shaped, the thickness increasing with the 


depth. From it, in all directions, radiate veins of quartz, which, guarded on each side by a fissile rock 
of a French grey colour, permeate the mass of trachyte in all directions. Those only, however, which 


_ Tun north and south are metalliferous, the east and west veins or cross courses are barren. 


Deeming it necessary to explore this formation thoroughly before proceeding farther, I determined 
to blast the rock in order to see if the indications improved with the depth; but finding one of the 
blasting tools in a very ineflicient state, I was obliged to send it to Port Douglas for repair, and in 
the meantime proceeded to examine the veins, seriatim, as they radiated from the great central mass. 
Rising in a north-westerly direction is a quartz vein running through or along with the fissile rock 
above alluded to containing ores of silver; and to the right, having the same N.W. and S.E. direction, 
about 200 yards above the “mother vein,” a quartz vein shows itself in the broken precipitous face of 
the containing trachytic rock. ; 

It runs between two great bands of the fissile French grey-coloured rock, separated from it by masses 
of a partially decomposed pyrites, which besides, in a band of about three inches in thickness, accom- 
panies the quartz vein throughout its course. 

Besides these masses and bands of iron pyrites, masses of a dark green chlorite rock occur, and 
nodules containing the suiphuret of silver are clearly discernible both in the vein itself and in the rock 
through which it passes. 

Following the ravine, and at the same time ascending, I found, at an elevation of about 600 or 700 
feet, another quartz vein of the same character, dipping in the same direction, and belonging to the 
same system; and from the numerous angular fragments of quartz and quartzose rocks everywhere 
peered about, I believe that there are numerous other veins, which I had not time to look for or 
explore. 

Daevkad into the quartz matrix and its ramifying veins, and satisfied myself of the existence of 
silver at this spot, which, however, will require somewhat extensive mining operations to procure in 
paying quantities. 

The geological character of this locality affords a good type of the general formation of the whole 
eastern side of the lake, and may here be briefly described as a region of primary, metamorphic, and 
volcanic rocks, crossed and recrossed by trappean dykes and veins and seams of metalliferous quartz 
and quartzose rock. ‘The primary or igneous rocks, which form the central axis of the mountain range, 
have on their flanks transverse ridges and spurs of trappean rock, bedded and jointed, resting on which, 
and tilted at various angles, lie the metamorphic schistose rocks, which, again broken through, dis- 
turbed, and shattered by successive intrusions of volcanic rock, have in many instances undergone a 
second metamorphosis, and show an amorphous crystalline structure, accompanied by segregation of 
metal into the permeating veins. 


Thursday, 6th September.—I began here to have trouble with my Indians; though well cared for in 
every way, they were becoming impatient, and I had to discharge one yesterday and another to-day. 

Heavy rain during the night, but the morning promising well, I started with the three Spaniards and 
one old Indian to examine the landslips. 

Found that the great mass of the debris in all the slips was composed of plutonic, trappean, and 
quartz rocks, all of them full of beautiful groups and strings of crystals of iron pyrites, both massive 
and in cubes, and all possessing good indications of the proximity of valuable mineral. 
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I ascended the landslips to the broken craggy summits, and found the walking most tiresome and — 
laborious, the rocks at every step giving way and slipping from beneath my feet, the inclination of the’ 
mountain side being at a very high angle. ‘The rock forming the broken crags at the summit is a dense, 
highly crystalline blue trap, bedded and jointed, ringing to the hammer, its weathered surface coated 
and coloured by the oxide of iron, which metal in the form of pyrites abounds in the neighbouring rocks 
and veins. 

The central mass on which this great mass of trappean rock reposes is a plutonic or igneous rock | 
of a granitic character, very dense, highly crystalline, crossed and permeated by bands and yeins of 
quartz, one of which, about half way up the slip, passing in a direct line from one remarkably red rock 
to another some 500 yards off, on the same level, is metalliferous. It continues in a southerly direction 
along the face of the range, and if not continuous with, belongs to the same system as the argentiferous 
vein I described yesterday as running close past my camp, inside of Point Spencer. 

Saturday, September lst.—Heavy rain all day, impossible to do anything further than prospect the — 
shores of the lake right and left. The rocks everywhere indicating that they belonged to a metal- 
liferous region. 

Sunday, September 2d.—Morning hazy, but quiet, light breeze from the eastward. ‘The man I had 
sent to Douglas to get crowbar repaired not having returned, I took advantage of the steamer passing 
to go up and look after him. On the way passed him in a canoe going down, and I returned to camp 
in the steamer. | 

Monday, September 3d.—The weather being favourable, commenced work at daylight and made the 
geological examination of the locality as above detailed. : 

Tuesday, September 4th.—Prospected the ravine, and found that the same formation extends on the 
southern side for about a mile and a half along the lake, terminating where the red ferruginous rock 
meets a dense-bedded trap, with a white weathered surface, which rock continues without interruption, 
broken only by watercourses, until the great landslips are reached. 


Wednesday, 5th September.—At daylight roused all hands, packed up, and started, examining the 
rocks in passing down the lake. | 

At 10.30 a.m. came to and examined landslips, opposite to a point on the western shore known as 
‘Shay Point”—where “Shay,” the native god of the weather, has an efigy cut out of the solid rock. 
The indications, as shown by the fragments of rocks, at the foot of the different landslips, were so good 
that I pushed on to the first available camping-place, pitched tents, had breakfast, and proceeded to 
examine further. . 

Found a metalliferous quartz vein close to the camp, and followed it in a north-west direction up a 
ravine. \The time thus occupied prevented me from reaching the landslips, which were three or four 
miles off.\ In the evening I went out on the lake and sketched the general features of the landscape and 
the mountain range where the landslips occur. 


Friday, 7th September.—Heavy rain all night; 6 a.m. cleared up. Roused all hands and went across 
lake in canoe to see the run of the range, and ravines under which I am camped. 

The quartz vein described yesterday as running up a ravine in a N.W. direction close to my tent, 
ascends and crosses the face of the hill, at angle of 45°; after running a short distance along the shore 
it dips beneath the lake. It passes along with a fissile grey-coloured rock, which guards it on both sides, 
through the trap, and rests apparently on the igneous rocks of the great landslip mass, or Ganges 
Peaks. . 

From its indications I was induced to examine this vein fully, and blasted a portion of it near to the 
camp, and found silver ore in strings throughout the mass. 

At 11 am., light breeze from west by north, left camp, prospecting along shore; metamorphic slates 
and schists, with quartz veins, one of which I examined just before coming to some small rocky islets, 
outliers of an erupted mass of trap, in which this part of the lake formation terminates. ‘The vein was 
non-metalliferous, but possessed the best indications of there being metal in the neighbourhood. 

On passing the rocky islets of trap, came to a slaty rock, with, in gure places, a very perfect 
cleavage, and crossed.in a N.W. and S.I. direction by a quartz vein, which at the pomt of contact has 
destroyed the slaty or fissile character. of the rock, and altered it into a dense, semi-erystalline fawn- 
colored trap. ‘The quartz vein runs in the same direction as the other metalliferous veins, but I could find 
no trace of metal in the cursory examination I was able to afford it; yet I believe on a fuller explo- 
ration it would lead to silver ore; all the necessary geological conditions being present, the same band 
of decomposed pyrites accompanying the vein as in those others found to be argentiferous. . 

Onwards, towards the point known as 20-mile Point, the trap begins to show itself in cliffs, and out- 
liers in the form of islands of a moderate height. The slaty rock rests on this trap, and the form- 
ation terminates at a low spur, near the mouth of the Klatchka River. 


Saturday morning, 8th September.—Up before daylight. A planet, either Venus or Jupiter, shining — 
likeamoon. Sunrise magnificent, sun’s rays tingeing lower surfaces of the scattered cumuli a rosy red, . 
and lighting up the snowy walls of Mount Baker (plainly visible in the distance), till it shone like one 
great ruby; wind light from N.W., everything promising fine weather; struck tents, got under weigh, 
and sounding the shoals and bars off the mouth of the Klatchka (or Courtenay River, as I named if, 
being uncertain of its native name), entered that stream, having 4 feet outside and inside of the bar. 
The mouth of the river is about 100 yards wide, 4 feet deep, with low banks of sand and gravel, thickly 
and somewhat heavily timbered. ‘This river had been prospected, and gold found on its banks by 
Messrs. Humphreys and Hare, of Port Douglas, and I was in this case much indebted to the former — 
for much information and advice, besides great assistance which he kindly afforded me in my dealings 
with the Indians, in the hiring of canoes, &c. &c. At 9 30 a.m., after ascending with difficulty two rapids, j 
came to, and pitched camp about 2 miles from the mouth of stream. ‘The pools between the rapids had 
from 3 to 4 feet of water, abounding in salmon and trout of various species. Hired two small canoes 
and ascended the river, prospecting as I went, but evening closed in upon me before I could reach the 
falls, which I was anxious, if possible, to examine that day, but it being dangerous, impossible in fact, 
to shoot the rapids after dark, I was obliged to return to camp, 4 
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The pebbles on the beach at the mouth of this river are chiefly of igneous rock, with numerous speci- BritisH 
mens of beautiful clay-stone porphyry. The trap rock I passed yesterday, here forms the right bank, CoLUMBIA. 
ascending in precipitous blufis, tolerably thickly timbered. The left bank is formed by a series of terraces oi 
of different elevations, made up of the rounded boulders and gravel of the great northern drift, which here, 
as in all the valleys of this region, may be seen to perfection, rolled and water-worn boulders of every 
igneous and crystalline rock that would bear attrition are to be found, while the sedimentary and 
softer rocks, ground and pounded, form the land, the clay, and the gravel of the formation. ‘The river 
issuing from a narrow gorge, about six miles from its entrance into the lake, sweeps through this boulder 
drift, which fills up and covers the whole valley, formed by the divarication of two spurs or ranges of 
trap, which here running east and west meet the shores of the lake at right angles. ‘The whole forms 
a fine sweep of level land, well timbered, and having a good surface of alluvial and vegetable soil; but 
lying as it does on this great gravel bed, were the timber to be removed, I fear that the summer 
heats would convert the soil into a very fine dust, which the antumn winds and winter rains and floods 

_ would eventually sweep away, leaving nothing but naked terraces of boulder stones and gravel. During 

my prospecting to-day, I found a rock, in situ, possessing good indications of silver, but could not trace 
the vein, it being overlaid by the drift. 
_ From where my camp is pitched, about two miles from the mouth of the river, up to within a mile of 
the falls, I carefully prospected for gold, and in a ferruginous gravel on the river bank, found first 
minute specks, in technical language, “the colour,” and as I ascended, coarse grains of gold, sufficient 
to pay from 2 to 5 dollars per man per diem, if worked by a rocker or by sluices. 

Sunday, 9th September.—Gave the men a day of rest; being fine, were enabled to dry our clothes, 
&e. &e., which were thoroughly saturated with moisture. In the afternoon assayed specimens of 
argentiferous quartz and other rock, from the veins at the landslips and neighbourhood, and found 
silver in all but one, the vein running near the rocky islets on the lake approaching 20-mile Point. 

Monday, 10th September.—Up at daylight, packed one tent and provisions for two days. Left camp at 
‘ZT a.m. to explore river up to, and if possible, past the falls, in order to ascertain the geological formation, 
and if possible, trace the origin of the gold, which, from its rough crisp-looking surface, evidently has 
been transported no great distance. With two small canoes and three Indians, pushed up the stream, 
tracking up the rapids, and reached the falls at 9 a.m., where [ camped. Coming up I had passed a 
considerable deposit of gravel and ferruginous sand, extending on both sides of the river, and from this 
I believed the gold had come; I left it however to be examined on my return. Just as my tent was 
pitched, heavy rain set in ; it cleared up somewhat in about an hour, and I was enabled to examine 
the falls and the neighbouring rocks. Found the country beyond the falls so much broken up, so 
difficult to pass over, that in such weather it would have taken more time than I could afford to 
explore it thoroughly; I was therefore obliged reluctantly to give it up, having ascertained that the 
walls of the gorge or ravine, through which the river flows, are composed of massive plutonic and 
trappean rocks, the latter having a slaty fracture. ‘These masses rise in perpendicular cliffs, cut up b 
numerous deep cracks or ravines, covered by almost impervious clumps of trees and shrubs, the 
ground encumbered with fallen timber, rendering travelling very difficult, almost impossible. 

The rock over which the water rushes at the falls, which are not more than 6 or 8 feet at this 
time of the year, is an igneous rock, of a granitic character, crossed by numerous bands of quartz, 
and having the general appearance and character of the rock described as underlying the trap at 
the landslips on the lake. Although the quartz veins which here cross the igneous and trappean 
rocks, show no indications of metal, yet many transported blocks in the bed of the river do so, 
and indicate the existence of metalliferous veins higher up the valley, which ought to be fully ex- 
plored. 

No trace of gold could be detected in the sand or alluvium at the falls. Heavy rain had again 
set in, I therefore struck my tent and returned to examine the gravel and red sand deposit passed 
in the morning. 

At 2 p.m., examined and found this deposit to consist of boulders (water-worn), sand, and gravel, 
with angular boulders. The boulders are of igneous rocks of various kinds, granitic, porphyritic (fel- 
spar), and hornblende rocks; the sand of two kinds, a fine white quartzose sand, and a coarser ferruginous 
sand or gravel, the whole mass running in a N.W. and S.E. direction, cut across by the river. On 
the right bank of the river, this gravel rests on a trap rock, which has a slaty fracture, and extends 
inland about 500 yards, forming terraces along the river bank for about half a mile. 

On the left, it rises into a conical shaped hill, some 200 to 300 feet in height, and runs on as above 
stated in a S8.E. direction. ‘The upper portion has about 3 in. in thickness of rolled and rounded boulders 
of igneous and trappean rock, then 3 to 5 feet of fine gravel, next, several feet of a fine quartzose sand ; 
and below, toa depth which I could not distinctly ascertain, is the ferruginous gravel, containing 
angular fragments of quartzose rocks, masses of metalliferous-looking quartz, and numerous blocks of a 

dense black ironstone, the product of intense volcanic action. I tried the sand and gravel from every 
part of this deposit, but could not finda trace of gold; from the surface to the river side, from 6 to 8 
feet, to which depth I dug beneath the surface, all fruitless, not a speck to be seen, which surprised me 
much, as immediately below, on thé river banks, in this same ferruginous sand, I could wash out rough 
gold, in small quantities certainly, with a common prospecting pan. 

Much of this gravel is becoming consolidated into a conglomerate or pudding-stone, by the oxidation 
of the volcanic ironstone alluded to above, which, with granitic, quartzose, and other hypogenic rocks, 
forms the lithological character of the mass. . 

That gold exists in this locality is a fact, and that its origin is to be referred to this gravel deposit I 
fully believe. At the same time, I cannot explain why, on prospecting, it did not yield gold, unless 
that my examination was too cursory and superficial. ‘This ferruginous auriferous gravel, on the left 
bank, rests on the boulders and gravel of the great northern drift, with which, however, it has no geo- 
logical connexion, further than that of accidental relation. It extends, I believe, across the whole 
valley beneath the vegetable and alluvial soil, which affords holding ground, and gives nourishment, to 

_ the trees and shrubs covering the plam; and under this soil will gold be found, I feel sure; what is 
washed on the river side must only be regarded as indications. 
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As to this origin of this auriferous gravel, it appears to me that an extensive range of quartz rock 


has undergone degradation, consequent on disruption by volcanic forces, and oxidation of its auriferous — 


pyrites, which has coloured its component particles red, and set free its contained gold. Heavy rain 


continuing and night closing in, I came down the river, shooting the rapids, and arrived at camp at — 


sunset. 
On my way down met four miners going up to prospect the gold reported to exist. I gave them all 
the information on the matter that I could. 


Tuesday, 11th September.—Morning fine, but all our gear soaked with yesterday’s rain. Struck 
tents and loaded canoe, found her too deep from the weight of the wet tents, &c., &c.; emptied and 
left pork cask behind ; endeavoured to procure another canoe, but did not succeed, all away employed 
on the salmon fishery, which the Indians are carrying on vigorously. 

Started at 8 a.m. and proceeded down the lake, prospecting and examining the various formations as 
I went. A few miles beyond the valley of the Klatchka came to schistose rocks resting on trap, with 
metalliferous quartzose veins passing through. 

Pushed on to a camping place at the mouth of a small river or mountain torrent, which enters the 
lake opposite to the north or Long Island. 

Camped, and that afternoon prospected the river bed; found it containing numerous water-worn 
boulders of hypogenic and metamorphic rocks, masses of quartz with chlorite schist, having good 
indications of silver; other rocks having the same of copper. About two miles up found traces of 
gold in the black sand of riverbank. It had been raining heavily all the afternoon, and darkness now 
setting in, I returned to camp. ne 


Wednesday, 12th September.—At daylight, weather having cleared up, and the day promising well, 
roused all hands, and started to examine the metalliferous quartz veins found yesterday. 

The formation is of the same character as prevails generally, so far as I have yet seen, and on 
further examination I found the metamorphic schistose rock resting on and tilted by intruded masses 
of trap, which is here regularly bedded and jointed. Trap dykes, containing veins and masses of 
quartz run right and left, and at points where these masses of trap intrude, and where the quartzose 
veins enter and permeate the schists, they become metalliferous. An argentiferous vein, 16 to 18 feet 
wide runs along the side of the lake and rises on the hill at an angle of 45° or thereabout, passing 
beneath the mountain in its strike. 

The silver, in the torm of sulphuret, is contained in a crystalline blueish-grey rock, haying masses 
and veins of quartz permeating it, and running along its centre a band of unctuous-feeling blue-black 
rock, an excellent indication of good silver ore. 

The character of the vein alters as it passes through the different strata of the containing rock, 
becoming in places highly crystalline and very hard. 

I was obliged to blast. in two places to ascertain the character of the vein, and was glad to find all 
the indications improve with the depth. 

On the beach a prismatic trap which makes excellent sharpening stones, and good specimens of 
roofing slate, were picked up. Having examined the coast line, and finding it coming on to blow, made 
the best of my way to camp, found a heavy surf on the beach, and got capsized close to tent. 


Thursday, 13th September.—5.30 am., all off, morning overcast, slight drizzle, weather looks 
threatening, light breeze from $.E. right up the lake, nasty jabble of a sea on. 7.30 a.m.—Passing 
metamorphic and trappean rocks, overtopped by a rounded red-coloured mountain, which from the 
form of its ravines and general aspect looks promising. 

The wind now freshened so much, and the water became so rough, that it was dangerous to proceed, 
and I therefore pitched camp on a sandy spit near a rocky ravine, opposite south end of Long Island 
at 8.30 a.m. After breakfast prospected ravine, through which a mountain stream flows, found igneous 
and metamorphic with trappean rocks abounding. Some of them with good indications, in miming 
language, excellent shoad stones. Examined ravine by this same process of shoading, and found on 
the right bank numerous angular fragments of rock assuming a prismatic structure, coated with the 
red oxide of iron, and containing vestiges of silver ore. ‘The specimens appeared to belong to a 
metamorphic rock, semi-crystallized by intruded volcanic agencies, in the form of erupted trap and 
intruded quartzose masses. ; . 

Heavy rain and a gale of wind prevented an extended examination of the locality at this time. 


Friday, September 14th.— Very anxious to get on, but cannot; heavy rain during the night; 
morning overcast, drizzly and squally. Can neither get on, nor go back. Half my time gone, and I 
have still the Lilloet district before me. 


Unable to prospect, I proceeded to examine the specimens of yesterday, and found the rock full of 
metallic sulphurets, chiefly of silver and antimony. At 4 p.m. the rain ceased, and I was enabled to 
follow up and discover the metalliferous rock, to which the specimens found yesterday and examined 
to-day belong. The lode is 22 feet wide, close to the water in the ravine, and passes north-westerly 
right in along a broken ravine, covered by a mass of angular fragments of the same rock, and a 
quantity of red earth which marks its course along the face of the mountain. I was obliged to blast 
twice to ascertain its true character, and found it to be a very hard crystalline mass of a bluish-black 
and black-grey colour, enclosing masses of quartz and groups and strings of metalliferous ores. 


The formation both north and south of this vein is trappean, a dense crystalline rock, bedded and 
jointed, rising into mountain peaks. 

Saturday, 15th September.—The weather having been for some days so very bad, and looking 
altogether broken, being unable to procure more than one canoe, which was in consequence much too 
heavily laden, I was completely cramped in my movements, for, unless when perfectly calm, it was 
dangerous to attempt navigating the lake. Fearing that if I delayed waiting for fine weather to 
complete the exploration of the Harrison I might possibly altogether lose the Lilloet country, I 
resolved to make the best of my way to Port Douglas, and if I should have time and a favourable 
opportunity complete the Harrison Lake and River on my return. 
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Accordingly at 4 am., finding the weather moderate, and promising well, I roused all hands, and Brrrisz 
after a cup of coffee got under weigh, crossed the lake to Long Island, skirting it and proceeding by the Cotumprs. 
western shore to Port Douglas. — 

The northern or Long Island I found to be composed chiefly of trap, with occasional patches of meta- 
morphic rock, but no indications of metal were observable from the lake. On the western shore, at a 
point opposite to north end of Long Island, a fine tract of level land commences, and runs north for 
about 8 miles, having an average width of 1 mile, a stream flowing through it, and abundance of fine 
timber upon it. Like all the other flats and terraces in this district, the substratum is boulder drift 
and gravel, the alluvium and vegetable mould of no great thickness, but should the silver leads on the 
other side be worked this flat will be of the greatest use to the miners. 

Where this terrace terminates and the bold precipitous bluffs again abut upon the lake, the formation 
of the mountain ranges at the back can be well seen. 

Rising from the water are rounded masses of a dense black trap rock, sparsely covered by stunted 
pine trees, alternating with beautiful little coves, fringed by shingle beaches in which the vegetation is 
more varied and growth more perfect. 

At and near the point known as Whiskey Point the formation changes, and metamorphic argillaceous 
schistose rocks resting on the trap begin to show themselves, and this, alternating with an erupted 
trachytic rock, continues all the way to ‘* Shay Point,” where an image of that deity who presides over 
the Indian meteorological department stands out, cut from the solid rock. From this point to Port 
Douglas, the whole western shore appears to be a mass of dead trap, no indications of mineral to be 
seen. Nearly swamped crossing the lake, though only a light breeze from the S.E. Arrived at Port 
Douglas at 6 p.m. 

Sunday, 16th September.—Rested at Port Douglas. Men employed drying clothes, bedding, &e. 

Monday, 17th Sepfember.— Making preparations for prospecting Lilloet district. All our blasting 
tools required repair, had to be fresh steeled. Twelve days’ provisions to be packed, arrangements 
made for conveyances; Indians to be paid for work and hire of canoes, &c., &c. 

Tuesday, 18th September.— Made an agreement to have my baggage packed as far as 20-mile 
house, at the rate of 2 cents per lb. Suffering from sprain and rheumatic affection of right knee, 
I was obliged to hire a riding mule. At 2 p.m., having seen everything off; left Douglas for the 
Lilloet, and camped that night at the 10-mile house. 

Wednesday, 19th September.—Prospecting as I went, pushed on and camped at 20-mile house, 
anxious to get on to commence work from 28-mile house downwards. 

Thursday, 20th September.—Obliged to rest this day, suffering from rheumatism. 

Friday, 21st September.—Tried to ride, but found myself unable, started on foot, pushed on, and 
reached Creek Camp, 27}-mile from Douglas, where I pitched my tents close to the Royal Engineers’ 
camp. 

pidinday, 22nd September.—Employed prospecting round camp, found good indications both on river 
side and up the mountain. 

Sunday, 23rd September.—A day of rest. 

Monday, 24th September.—Left camp at 8 a.m. to examine and explore the indications on the river side. 
At a point 28 miles from Douglas, struck down upon the river, and close to a native lodge found a vein of 
argentiferous rock, running N. by W. along the river bank and rising at an angle of about 30° to the ter- 
mination of the bluff at 293-mile house. On the level beneath, a vein with excellent indications runs 
along by and passes the 294-mile house, to terminate at the summit of a round-topped mountain, about 
6 or 8 miles to the northward, and which has on its side a remarkable cleft and ravine full of debris. 

Time did not permit me to follow up the veins of this formation to this point, but from reliable infor- 
mation I received, and from the geological formation of the country there, I believe they terminate and 
are possibly more fully developed, and to that point further exploration should be directed. Although 
limited by my instructions to the 28, or more correctly speaking, to the 294-mile house, as the 
limit of my exploration, I yet considered that a radius from that point was permissible, and being 
anxious to see the formation of country through which the above-mentioned metalliferous veins ran, I 
hired Indians, and setting the men to work to clear away the rocks and blast the vein on the river side, 
I proceeded in a boat, kindly lent to me, to prospect the shores of the Little Lilloet Lake. ‘The whole 
formation presents the very best indications of being rich in mineral wealth, and requires a prolonged 
exploration. I was very anxious to examine a remarkable mountain known as the “Split Crag,” but 
when at its foot, to my mortification, it became enveloped in clouds, and I had no time to wait till it 
should clear up and I could make the ascent. It owes its remarkable form, whence its name, to the 
passage of a metalliferous dyke or vein through its summit, to the degradation of which, by the oxi- 
dation of the metals, is due the cleft or “ Split Crag.” 

Four p.m.—Returned to the vein where the men have been at work, found that they had exposed the 
argentiferous vein, and prepared to blast ; but the drills proved defective, and require repair. 

This argentiferous rock is of a pale blue colour, with masses and strings of quartz running through it. 
Sulphuret of silver, argentiferous pyrites, and some specks of gold were to be seen along with iron 
pyrites in cubes and masses. ‘The vein runs through trap, which, where in contact with the vein, is of 
a trachytic character. Great volcanic disturbances have here taken place, numerous faults existing in 
the trappean range which runs in parallel ridges north and south, slips and slides having taken place 
in the planes of bedding; and this bluff, in which this metalliferous rock is found, appears to be the 
result of a great slip from the boundary range of the valley on its eastern side. 

Tuesday, 25th September.—Through the kindness of Lieut. Palmer of the Royal Engineers, I wasen- ~ 
abled to get the drills and other tools put into good working order, and sent the men off at an early hour 
to complete the blasting operations. I myself proceeded along the trail, to examine the formation at 
a point where a great body of trap had been recently removed by blasting by the Royal Engineers. At 
a precipitous bluff, about 27 miles from Douglas, round which the trail runs, and which was not more than 
2 feet wide a few days before, I found an open road 6 feet wide, and the angular promontory removed. 
A mass of trap, dense, highly crystalline, of a dark blue colour, bedded and jomted, had been cut ~* 
through, and in the operation an argentiferous Spe permeating the rock on which metamorphic clay slate 
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rested, had been opened up. The argentiferous mass, or lode, is divisible into three distinct porti 
the whole 20 feet in width, rising at a high angle, and running in a direction N. by W. 
is of a pale blue colour, dense and highly crystalline, with masses and strings of quartz, argentiferous 
pyrites, and other excellent indications pervading it. ‘The trap of this formation was the most highly 





erystalline rock of the kind that 1 had yet seen, when broken, assuming a pentagonal prismatic form, 


each fragment having a byractical shape. I had on a previous occasion obtained specimens of an 

argentiferous rock from the 

crosses the side of the mountain in the direction named, to terminate, I believe, in the round-topped 

mountain described as being on the eastern side of the smaller Lilloet Lake, a member in fact of 

the same argentiferous formation. . 
Having obtained specimens, though but outcrops, of this and of the 28-mile vein, which on blasting, 


fully bore out its indications, I submitted them to a hurried process of assay, and obtained a fair pro-— 


portion of silver from all. 

Wednesday, 26th September.—At an early hour sent on, by pack mules, all the baggage, with orders 
to camp at 20-mile house and wait my arrival, and retaining one hand, with pick-axe, Ge. &e., one 
mule, and an Indian boy, I followed slowly, prospecting as I went. 

Shortly after leaving camp, where I had received the greatest assistance and experienced much kind- 
ness from Lieut. Palmer, R.I., and all his party, I came upon a metalliferous vein crossing the road, 
rising from the river, at 261 miles from Douglas. It passes through the same formation as the one last 
described, and which I named Royal Engineers’ Mine, they haying in that instance, as in the present, 
been the means of opening it up. 

Four p.m.—Passed the junction of the Amaqua River with the Lilloet; the valley through which the 
former flows is said to possess the very best indications of mineral wealth and rich metalliferous 
deposits. Rocks containing gold, silver, platina, and copper being found in abundance at its mouth, 
and in its bed. These I have not myself seen, but I believe my information to be reliable, although it 
must always be carefully borne in mind, that in this district of the Lilloet, where the transported rocks 
and boulders of the great northern drift are so widely spread, mistakes are very apt to occur, metalli- 
ferous, along with other rocks, being often carried many hundred miles. From its geological formation 
and mineralogical relations, I am inclined, however, to believe that up the valley these metalliferous 
rocks will be found in situ, and the whole should be carefully explored. AIR 

The whole geological formation of this day’s march to the Hot Springs, where I camped at 6 p.m,, is 
shown by the accompanying section to be trap of various characters, in reference to its crystallization 
and bedding; in some cases both these characteristics very perfect, in others less so. Metamorphic rock 
resting on the trap, altered and disturbed by its intrusion, permeating quartzose veins, in some cases 
metalliferous, in others not so, run through the whole formation. Near to the Hot Springs, an erupted 
granitic rock, having a highly crystalline trap on both flanks, occurs, which extending eastward, has re- 
lation to the granitic rock developed in the argentiferous formation of Fort Hope, if indeed ‘it be not 
the same. : 

Trap rises in lofty precipices on the western side of the river, and continues on the east, resting on a 
rocky range of white-coloured stone, which on examination proved to bea siliceous rock, containing a 
few indications of copper. 

Passing the granitic mass above alluded to, the trail runs over the northern drift, which continues to 
and beyond the hot springs at the 20-mile house. 

The hot springs which give their name to the locality, bubble out from three openings in the rock, 
under a mass of concrete or conglomerate rock, and an angular block of trap which has slipped from 
the rock above. 

The water has a temperature of about 120° Fah., and at 62° Fah. a specific gravity of 1002°5, being 
thus simply distilled water. Existing below and permeating fissures in the crust of the earth in the 
form of watery vapour or steam, it loses its caloric as it approaches the surface, and becoming con- 
densed, issues in the form of hot distilled water. . 

Around the spot where the water flows from the rock, the surface of the pebbles in the stream is 
coated with a mass of reddish-brown conferve, which, as the water flows and cools, becomes of a beau- 
tiful bright green colour. Where the stream crosses the road, it has cooled down to the temperature of 
the surrounding atmosphere, and forms a favourite drinking-place for all animals on the trail. Horses 
and mules, when free and having the opportunity, have been known to come back a couple of miles to 
drink of the limpid refreshing water. 

Thursday, 27th September.—The weather has been and continues very fine. Endeavoured to-day to 
get a canoe, in which to cross the river, as excellent indications exist on the western side, which I was very 
anxious to examine. No canoe to be had, all down at Port Douglas. While prospecting, one did come 
up, and the Indians would have taken me across, but they would not wait till next day to bring me back, 
and I could not risk detention. T'rom information received to-day, I am led to believe that active vol- 
canic forces exist up the valley of the Zoalchleen River. An Indian states that at the second lake, half 
a day’s journey from the mouth of river, a fire issues from the earth, which burns night and day; this 
with the hot springs in the same neighbourhood, indicates volcanic action, existing at present in a semi- 
quiescent state. ‘The Indian also stated that the rocks in the neighbourhood abounded in a yellow 
metal, and as from this locality the auriferous quartz was brought, which, by your Excellency’s order, 
Mr. Humphreys went to explore, the probability is, that valuable metalliferous deposits do exist, 
especially since the best indications exist at the mouth of the Zoalchleen River, which flows from and is 
fed by the two lakes at the head of the valley. This with the other valleys of the district should be 
fully explored at an early date. ; 

Friday, 28th September.—After an early breakfast, struck camp and sent on tents and baggage to 

10-mile house. Followed, prospecting as I went, with Mr. Lopez, Indian, and mule. At 11 am., 
having passed the junctions of the Zoalchleen River with the Lilloet, came to a metalliferous vein risin 

through the great bank of gravel from the bed of the river, and about 160 yards farther on, another pee 
more promising vein rising in the same way, and running north by west across the level formed by 
boulder drift towards a remarkable cleft in the mountain range, which bounds the valley on its eastern 
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side. The formation on the western side of the river indicates that these veins pass along a ravine 


Britis 


which dips to the river bed, under which they pass, to rise again as above described. ‘The latter and Corumpra. 


most promising vein above mentioned, is a quartzose mass, six feet in thickness, bedded in and running 
along with a siliceous rock, having masses and fragments of talcose schist in the immediate vicinity. 
The quartz contained strings of sulphuret of silver, and is I believe the outcrop of a valuable mine. 
Py much regret that time did not permit me to follow it to the mountain range and explore it fully. 

assing oyer the flats and gravel beds on both sides of the 16-mile house, at 2 p.m. arrived at the 
red earth hill near the 14-mile house, and proceeded to examine the locality. Found the prevailing 
rock to be bedded trap, traversed by injected veins or dykes of trap containing masses of quartz, and 
having good indications of metal. The cause of the red earth is the presence of a great quantity of 
oxide of iron, which wells out from a chalybeate spring in a constant flow, at a slight dip in the hill, on 
the old mule trail about 500 yards above the present road. At the top of the hill there is a cutting 
through a mass of rounded pebbles of trappean rocks, concreted into a dense mass of solid rock by the 
injection of carbonate of lime. ‘The region is one in close proximity to extinct voleanic agencies, 
and to these are no doubt due the presence of the ferruginous and calcareous matters which abound. 
Dipping the crown of the hill, a mass of dense highly crystalline trap, regularly bedded and jointed, 
full of iron pyrites and of argentiferous pyrites, occurs, rising in precipitous bluffs, and having resting 
upon it and tilted at a high angle a metamorphic clay slate, highly charged with oxide of iron. 

At the foot of the hill, where the rock has been blasted and cut away to form the trail, an argen- 
tiferous vein rises at a high angle in a N.W. direction, of the same general character as the others 
already described, as are two other veins which about 500 yards farther on show themselves on the 
sides of the cliff. Circumstances prevented me from fully determining the character of these veins, but 
I am certain of their indications, and feel sure of their value on mining. 

At 5 p.m. camped at the 10-mile house. 

Saturday, September 29th.—8 a.m., struck camp and sent on baggage to Port Douglas. Passed 
over a level and undulating road, the only rock visible being a trap on the side of St. Helen’s Lake. 
Ascending Sebastopol Hill, at Jerry’s well, came to a metamorphic clay slate resting on trap; and at 
Spring Hill camp, about seven miles from Douglas, found a vein of good promise, running N.W., 
having a beautiful quartz vein running at right angles to it ; its intrusion has converted the clay slate 


into a semi-crystalline, fissile blue rock, crossing about two miles of level, and at the 5-mile tree 


ascending a gentle rise to a bluff cut away by blasting, an argentiferous vein crosses the dense-bedded 
cin of which the bluff is composed. Its direction and character agrees with all the others already 
escribed. ; 

From this point, the bluff above the 5-mile tree, a good view of the remarkable flat-topped moun- 
tain known as Mount Richards may be obtained; it is an extinct volcano, the basaltiform trap which 
now forms the summit is the consolidated lava of the old volcanic fires, the scoriaceous walls having 
crumbled down to form the now sloping sides of the mountain. ‘This, I have no doubt, was the centre 
of the volcanic agencies developed in this quarter. 

At 2 p.m. arrived at the 4-mile house, and was there shown by the discoverer, Mr. Hancock, a 
‘specimen of quartz, containing such indications as induced me to examine the locality whence it had 
been brought. Found the vein of quartz running northerly through a mass of trap, much shattered 
and disjointed; followed it in a southerly direction; traced it to where metamorphic rock joined the 
trap, but found no indications of metal, although I feel convinced that on a more extended survey it 
will yet be found in this formation. 

Anxious to get into Port Douglas to take advantage of a fine day or two, should they offer, to enable 
me to complete the Harrison Lake and River, I pushed on; and passing trappean and metamorphic 
rocks at Gibraltar Hill, which continued on to the trappean mass above Port Douglas, at the foot 
paying a great bed of the northern drift, I arrived at that place at 6 p.m. and camped on plain above 
the town. ° 

Sunday, 30th September.—6 p.m., heavy rain set in last night, and continues; no steamer arrived, 
and no certainty when she may arrive. If the weather clears shall endeavour to hire canoes and go 
on to New Westminster. 

Monday, Ist October.—Heavy rain all morning; cleared off about 2 p.m. No sign of steamer; 
endeavoured to hire canoes and Indians to take me down the Harrison and on to New Westminster, but 
could get neither the one nor the other, every Indian able to travel having gone up the Lilloet to a 
“blanket feast.” At length, through the kind assistance of Mr. Humphreys, I obtained the promise 
of a canoe on the following day; and Mr. Oliver Hare most kindly placed his boat at my disposal, and 
offered to accompany me himself to afford me aid, an offer which I most gladly accepted. I was thus 
enabled to start at 6 p.m., the canoe to follow me in the morning. About 10 p.m., when off 12-mile 
Point, the steamer “ Caledonia” hove in sight. I boarded her, and arranged that she should pick me 
up on her return next day, and sent orders to stop canoe. Rounding Shay Point, I camped under a 
red craggy hill opposite the landslips, which I was anxious to examine, as it showed good indications, 
but which I had not time to test on my way up. 

In the morning of Tuesday, the 2nd October, proceeded to examine the formation, and found trap 
alternating with metamorphic rock, altered in places to a semi-crystalline structure by the intrusion of 
the trap; and at a place known as Smugglers’ Caves, about 100 yards from the beach, discovered two 
metalliferous veins, each 8 feet thick, separated by about the same thickness of the above-mentioned 
altered rock, running N. and &., full of iron pyrites, argentiferous pyrites, and other indications of 
silver. The veins run from a point known as Whisky Point in a northerly direction to Shay Point, a 
locality already described. I blasted the rock, and found the indications improve. At 5 p.m. went on 
board steamer, and arrived at New Westminster at noon of the 3rd October. 

On the 6th of October I arrived at Victoria, and by letter dated the 8th of that month, had the 
honour to report to your Excellency the return of the exploring party under my charge. 

A period of 40 days was thus occupied in this exploration. I did all I could to accomplish it in 
the prescribed time, “of about 30 days,” but broken weather and unforeseen difficulties, having 
reference to the hiring of canoes, &c., &c., prevented me. 
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In the foregoing report the particular features of the Lilloet and Harrison Lake districts have been 
briefly described, and a section of the country from the 294-mile house on the Lilloet, to near t 
termination of the Harrison Lake, has been prepared and accompanies this. Ly 

The section is on a scale of three inches to the mile, horizontal ; the vertical section is merely approxi- 
mate, or hypothetical, and the whole is intended merely as an illustration of the description given in 
the report. I may mention, however, that the distances in miles given on the Lilloet trail are corre 
those on the Harrison Lake merely approximate. 

The elevation of all these ranges is due to the action of volcanic forces, causing, in the first place, in 
this N.W. and S.E. line, a slow and gradual upheaval of the primary and igneous rocks composing the 
crust of the earth. Then, as these forces increased at intervals in intensity, upheavals and disturbances ~ 
of the mountain masses occurred, both generally and locally, until the geographical features of the 
country assumed their present aspect, viz., great mountain chains running N.W. and $.E., having, at 
right angles to their axis of elevation, trappean rocks running E. and W. in transverse spurs and ridges. 
Resting on these spurs, tilted by them at various angles, are detached and broken masses of meta- 
morphic rock of various kinds, such as clay slate, micaceous, hornblendic, talcose, and chlorite schists, 
all permeated by dykes and veins of erupted rock, which in many instances have changed the meta- 
morphic rocks, at the points of contact, into amorphous semi-crystalline masses. . 

I fully believe that the whole district is metalliferous; and I am happy in having been able to prove 
that the greater portion of it is argentiferous. . 
With regard to the argentiferous veins which I have been fortunate enough to discover, I would beg 
your Excellency to bear in mind that limited as I was to time, it was impossible for me to work into — 

the rock so as to determine their true and relative values; having found, examined, traced, and proved 

their argentiferous nature, I was obliged to leave each in succession, its value undetermined, to explore — 
the formation and the district further. ‘That there is abundance of silver in these formations I have 
not the least doubt, but it can only be reached by an outlay of capital and steady persevering mining 
operations. [rom various indications, I am led to believe that in many of the metalliferous veins 
described, deep mining will develop gold. . 
- The gold inthe Klatchka River on the Harrison Lake will enable any steady hard-working man, who 
will work it with a rocker and be content with moderate gains, to live well all the year through, and 
save money, as also would workings on the bars of the Lilloet at the 20-mile house; but in neither 
locality need any man, in mining language, expect to make “a pile.” ; 

To work these argentiferous veins, 1 would beg respectfully to represent to your Excellency, that — 
encouragement should be given to a company or companies formed for the purpose of working mines. 

I do not think that they can be advantageously worked by individual enterprize or exertion. 

Ido not think that the existing laws having reference to leases and claims on gold diggings are 
applicable to the working of silver mines in the district which I have explored, and would most 
respectfully urge that some special rules and regulations be framed and put in force at an early date. 

It affords me the greatest pleasure to inform your Excellency of the great kindness and assistance 
I everywhere met with during my exploration, more especially from Colonel Moody, the officers and 
men of the Royal Engineers; from Mr. J. B. Gaggin, J.P. of Port Douglas; Messrs. Humphrey and 
Hare, of ditto ; and from Captain Frein of the steamer “Caledonia,” who finding that I was about to 
return in a canoe, gave a free passage to New Westminster to all the party. 

Entreating your Excellency’s indulgence for the imperfections 3 the above report, . 

. have, &c. | 





To his Excellency (Signed) Cuarces Forses, M.D., 
James Douglas, Esq., C.B., &c. &e. Surgeon, Royal Navy. 
No. 16. 
Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Doveuas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 
NEWCASTLE. | 
(No. 100.) Victoria, Vancouver Island, November 28, 1860. 
My Lorn Duke, (Received January 31, 1861.) 


I nave the honour to inform your Grace that nothing of much importance, beyond 
the usual course of events, has transpired in British Columbia since the date of my last 
report. 

D The miners of Alexandria and Quesnel River, dreading the severity of the inland 
winter, have for some weeks past been arriving in great numbers from those districts, and 
settling themselves for the winter in the towns on the Lower Fraser, being attracted 
thither by the genial climate and cheaper rate of living. Their labours have, I understand, 
not been unrewarded, many of them having been eminently successful, while, contrary to 
the general experience of mining countries, few or none have been entirely disappointed. 
So much indeed is this the case that, as I am informed, they almost without exception 
propose returning to Alexandria as soon as the snow disappears ic spring, and surface 
claims become accessible to the miner. The population of those remote districts will 
probably for this winter be confined to persons who have invested their means in the 
construction of sluices, and especially such miners as are employed in tunnelling, whose 
operations are little effected by the external temperature, and may be carried on during 
the severest weather. 
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3. I have lately received a communication, dated Alexandria, 17th of October, from 
Mr. Philip H. Nind, Magistrate and Gold Commissioner for Alexandria, from which it 
appears that he had, from various causes, encountered much detention on his route to 
Alexandria. His arrival in the district was hailed with a general feeling of satisfaction, 
and his services were immediately called into requisition by the complaints of the 
inhabitants against a few notorious evil-doers who had taken refuge there, and become 
the terror of the place. ‘The most vigorous measures were at once set on foot to bring 
them to justice, and one of the number was soon afterwards apprehended and committed 
for trial; but the others could nowhere be found, and are supposed to have fled over the 
frontier into Oregon. Mr. Nind had temporarily established his head-quarters at William’s 
Lake, on account of its central position, from whence diverge, as from a common focus, 
all the routes leading to the upper and lower country. 

4, ‘The extract from Mr. Nind’s valuable report, which I here subjoin, contains some 
interesting statistical facts in addition to his own views of the auriferous and physical 
character of parts of the Alexandria district which he has lately visited. 

“The rate of wages to hired labourers is five aud six dollars a day, and of provisions 
and other necessaries about the same as at Alexandria, in some instances a little lower 
from the greater amount of competition. 

** | have the honour to enclose a list of the prices of various articles at Alexandria. 

“ Ferguson’s or Rich Bar when first discovered proved highly auriferous, as much as 
60 dollars a day to the hand having been made; but after the pay-streak near the river 
became exhausted, the flat in the rear had to be pierced, and the gravel wheeled over 
plank roads for some hundreds of yards to be rocked out at the river; the profits, con- 
sequently, of the day’s labour considerably decreased, so that when I was there the 
average receipts were from seven to ten dollars a day to the hand. As soon, however, as 
water can be brought on for sluicing there is no doubt but that high wages will be made. 
Unlike the bars on the Lower Fraser, the ground is here unobstructed by heavy timber or 
roots, and the miner finds that not only does the pay-streak yield gold, but also the sand. 
overlying it in sufficient quantities to pay for the washing. It is the general opinion that 
there will be employment on this bar for more than a hundred men, and that it will not 
be exhausted in less than two or three years. ‘The introduction of water is an operation 
requiring considerable capital and engineering skill. The ditch is cut from a lake situated 
between four and five miles to the north-east, and has to be brought on by means of a 
long tunnel ; the expense of completing it is calculated at 12,000 dollars. 

“Three miles below Ferguson’s Bar is British Bar, where a company of six Cornishmen 
are bringing in a ditch about five miles in length for theirown use. ‘The bar is but of 
small size. I did not notice any miners between here and Alexandria, though there were 
signs of work done in the spring. The Fraser between Alexandria and Quesnel River 
is a swift but not turbulent river, averaging from 200 to 300 yards across; it has a 
few small ripples, but none of the dangerous whirlpools so common in its lower course; 
the navigation does not appear difficult ; Ferguson’s Bar being supplied with necessaries 
by boats from Alexandria, which make the trip of 60 miles in about two days anda 
half. 

“ Between Alexandria and Fort George I hear but of two impediments to steamboat 
navigation which it would be difficult to surmount, viz., two passes or cations where the 
river narrows and rushes violently through precipitous rocks. ‘The physical features on 
the Upper Fraser, that attract the attention of the miner, are three :— 

*‘ 1st. Its benches, bars, and flats. 
“2nd. Its earth-slides, and high banks displaying several strata of wash gravel. 
“ 3rd. The water in its vicinity that can be made available for mining. 

“The first are very extensive, and some have been worked with rockers ; but rockers 
are really only an advanced kind of prospecting apparatus, and stand in the same relation 
to sluicing and the hydraulic pipe as the Chilian arastra does to the California quartz 
mill; in both cases the deposit of gold must be very large to yield remuneration to the 
employers of so limited and primitive a method of obtaining it. 

‘Respecting the second feature, the earth-slides and high banks yield the ‘ colour” to 
prospectors, and in many cases, two or three cents to the pan; were the hydraulic pipe 
brought to bear upon them, ground that is now unemployed would be highly 
remunerative. 

“ Respecting water, this great essential to extensive mining operations can be procured 
without much difficulty, though not without labour and expense ; for if streams are less 
frequently met with descending from these wooded hills than flow from the snow-topped 
mountains of the Lower Fraser, yet the great number of lakes situated within accessible 
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distances of either bank, would afford a supply entirely independent of rain-fall or meltin 
snow. At present the country is struggling against the high rate of provisions ay 
necessaries ; the class of men that arrive in the spring have but enough money to purchase 
a few weeks provisions, they cannot afford to work for the future, but must make money 
immediately or return, so that a thorough testing or development of the auriferous 


resources of this particular section of country, till very considerable reduction takes place 


in the price of things, is not to be looked for. I have conversed with many men who 


have been prospecting from Alexandria to the furthest point hitherto reached, and I find _ 


even amongst the unsuccessful no disbelief in the richness of the mines, but a general 
impression to return next year and try their luck again. Amongst the geological 
phenomena of this portion of Fraser River there is much to attract attention, more 
particularly a dark brown substance which the people call coal; on Ferguson’s Bar and 


the adjacent banks many detached pieces lie scattered about, and I was informed by a — 
person on that bar that he had used it for blacksmithing purposes and found it to answer. — 


Some eight or nine miles above Alexandria, where the river, from a north and south 


course, makes an almost rectangular bend to the east, a high bank displays a complete — 


stratum of this singular formation. I collected some specimens of it, and found on 
examination that its specific gravity was much lighter than that of coal, that it did not 
soil the fingers, and that the grain of the wood was distinctly visible. I apprehended it 
to be lignite in a transition state, but whether it could be utilized for commercial 
purposes I am unable to judge. The banks of the river here are of considerable altitude, 
and are composed of a kind of indurated clay, called by the miners “ soap-stone ;” they 
have been worn by the action of the water into cylindrical forms and assume the 
appearance of buttresses and columns. ‘The trail between Alexandria and Ferguson’s 
Bar passes through some exceedingly rich open land consisting of heavy black loam 
with a subsoil of clay, apparently well adapted to the growth of wheat. ‘The land that 
Mr. Davidson has pre-empted has produced excellent crops, a small patch of less than 
half an acre has returned 20 bushels of wheat, and the turnips and cabbages would be 
considered fine in any country. Mr. Davidson owns several head of cattle, a yoke of 
oxen, waggon, and other agricultural implements. Finding his experiments so succeessful, 
he is preparing to farm next year more extensively, and is anxious to purchase land 
in addition to his pre-emption claim; several white men and Indians are at present 
in his employ. A substantial and commodious log house has been built, and farm 
buildings are in process of erection. ‘The price of vegetables on the ground has 
ranged from 20 cents a lb. to 124, onions excepted, which have never been sold 
for less than 50 cents alb. Several of the hills that enclose the valley of William’s 
Lake are covered with pasture of the finest description, and in the valley and on the 
slopes are hundreds of acres of prairie that would repay the labor of the agriculturist. 


. 






The timber on these hills principally consists of-Douglas pine, larch, fir, and balsam; the ~ 
larger trees make useful lumber, free from knots. Since I have resided in this district, — 


the weather, during the early part of September was unsettled, but from the middle of 
the month till the present time it has been exceedingly fine; latterly the frosts have been 
sharp at night, but the thermometer in my tent ranges between 60° and 70° during the 
middle of the day. I have been enabled from the central position of this spot to transact 
a good deal of business with miners and traders returning from the upper country. ‘The 
Indians around here seem well disposed ; some work well and readily, and are very 
intelligent, and would be, I think, susceptible of the influences of civilization ; others, on 
the contrary, are extremely indolent, and neglect providing against the wants of to- 
morrow if supplied with food for to-day. As there has been a dearth of salmon this 
summer, I very much fear they will suffer severely this winter; the greater number talk 
of wintering on the ‘Thomson River and at Cayoosh.” : 

5. I have received intelligence from Hope and Yale up to the 29th of November. 
The Gold Commissioners report that the weather had been so far most favourable for 
mining operations, and that nearly all the miners in those districts had built comfortable 
houses, where they intend to remain for the winter. Some miners from the Cariboeuf 
country had lately arrived at Hope with very fine specimens of lump gold worth from 
Il. to 8/. a piece; their object being to remain at Hope until the winter is over, when 
they propose returning to their distant mining claims. 

6. The miners at Shimilkomeen were making fair wages, varying from 30s. to 60s. a 
day to the man; and there was a suflicient stock of food in that part of the country to 
last till spring. 

7. In consequence of the number of new steamboats which have been lately built 
here and commenced running on Fraser River, the charge for frieghts from this place to 





= 


PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 43. 


Hope has fallen to 20s. a ton, being a reduction of 300 per cent. on the former rates of Britis 
transport. Cotumsta. 
The reports from British Columbia contain nothing further deserving of special 
notice. 
a I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&e. &c. &e. 
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Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 
Newcastie, K.G. 


(No. 7.) Victoria, Vancouver Island, January 26, 1861. 
(Received March 25, 1861.) 
My Lorp ‘DuKg, (Answered, No. 74, April 13, 1861, page 68.) 


I wave much pleasure in transmitting herewith a synopsis of the revenue and _— Enel. No. 
expenditure of the Colony of British Columbia for the year ending on the 3lst day of 
December 1860, which I have caused to be compiled in the Audit Office from the public 
accounts, for the purpose of laying approximately before your Grace at the earliest 
moment such information as may be desirable, in anticipation of the formal estimates 
which are in course of preparation, and will be forwarded by the next mail. 

Although the December returns and some of the back accounts of the distant out- 
stations have not been received, and are merely estimated in this account, yet it exhibits 
very closely the actual revenue and expenditure, and may, for all practical purposes, be 
assumed as a true statement of the financial position of the Colony. 

The principal item of revenue in that account will be found under the head of Customs, 
classified as follows, viz., duties on imports, 29,702/.; harbour and tonnage dues, head 
money, the roads tolls at Yale and Douglas for the month of November, and other minor 
receipts, collectively 5,817/.; making in all the sum of 35,519/. 

The increase of revenue from duties on imports is about 70 per cent., as compared 
with the revenue derived from the same source in 1859; and it may be fairly assumed, 
considering the increase of population and the progressive state of the Colony, that the 
Customs returns of 1861 will be in excess of those of 1860. 

The amount of land sales for the year 1860 is 10,962/., which is less by 7,915/. than 
the sales of 1859; a difference explained by the large sums received for building lots 
at New Westminster and other towns where land was required for commercial purposes 
and sold at high prices. A larger quantity of country land has been sold in 1860, but 
from the comparatively low price did not yield a proportionate revenue. 

There is no prospect of a material increase in land sales for 1861, except through the 
effect of emigration from Canada and Great Britain, as there is a very small farming 
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population in the Colony, the working classes being chiefly miners, accustomed to excite- 
ment, fond of adventure, and entertaining generally a thorough contempt for the quiet 
pursuits of life. | 

The minor items of revenue in tne synopsis will probably not vary much in 1861 from 
the sums in the present return, and cannot in any case be expected greatly to affect the 
amount of the general revenue. 


On the other side of the account is the sum of 16,736/. expended for “ establish- — 
ments.” ‘The most rigid economy having been exercised in this department, the amount 
is not susceptible of reduction, but might with advantage to the public service be 
increased by some very necessary additions to the emoluments of the principal executive 
officers of the Colony, their present salaries being not only inadequate to the relative 
importance and responsibility of the offices they hold, but literally insufficient to maintain — 
them in a respectable position; a subject which J will take the liberty of bringimg before 
your Grace in a separate Despatch. 


The outlay on works and buildings amounts to the sum of 3,513/., and in the forma- 
tion of roads and bridges there has been expended the sum of 18,935/.; a profitable 
investment for the Colony, as is apparent from its increasing revenue, which will no 
doubt keep pace with the improvement of its internal communications and the facilities 
afforded to trade and commerce. A detail of those works is given in Statement No. 2, 
and the outlay on each is approximately shown. ‘The other items of disbursement, being 
separately of small amount, need no comment. ‘The entire expenditure, amounting to 
44,124/., has been defrayed out of the current revenue, and there remains a balance of 
8,886/. in the treasury, which will be sufficient to meet the outstanding liabilities of the 
Colony for the unfinished contracts of the roads in progress. 


The works we propose to execute this year are as follows :— 


A cart-road from Pemberton to Cayoosh, length about - - 36 miles. 
Ditto from Hope to Shimilkomeen - : ~ -- » 7a 
Improvement of navigation of Shimilkomeen River - -: 60: teg 
Horse-road from Boston Bar to Lytton - - : -  30°% 
Ditto from Lytton to Alexandria - - - ~  -S160game 
Ditto from Cayoosh to junction with Lytton Road - - ~ Bas 
In progress. 
Road from New Westminster to Langley . - - -) 35 a 
Ditto from New Westminster to Burrard’s Inlet - - See 
Ditto to boundary line at Semiahmoo Bay - - - - 1a 
Ditto from Spuzzem to Boston Bar (nearly finished) : -) s  20e 


For the execution of these highly necessary works, we may, I believe, safely estimate 
that the sum of 25,000/. can be provided out of the revenue of the Colony, without 
at all impairing its capacity to defray the whole civil expenses of the Government. 
Much more than that sum is, however, required to complete such extensive public works ; 
and I therefore addressed your Grace on the subject of a loan of 50,000/. in my Despatch, 
No. 84, of the 28th of August last. 


If that project can be carried out, we shall enter the field with larger means, and 
the Colony will sooner experience the impulse thereby given to trade and industry ; if, 
on the contrary, the loan is not procurable, the extent of those undertakings will be 
regulated by the means actually at my disposal. 


I see no probability, short of an almost absolute abandonment of all the essential 
public works upon which we are engaged, of our being able this year to maintain out 
of the Colonial Revenue the detachment of Royal Engineers stationed here; and I rely 
with confidence upon the mother country again affording her assistance in our difficulties, 
by providing for them, as heretofore, out of Imperial funds, so that I may be free to 
apply the whole surplus revenue of the Colony, after paying all its own Govern- 
mental expenses, to the opening of roads and other public works indispensable to its 
development. 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, K.G. ( Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 17. 


ApproxiMATE STATEMENT of the R 


Heaps or REcEIrT. 











Customs. £ Be, Gpud on petss Ne Eh Ske thy 
Duties - - 29,702 8 6 
Harbour dues wePeG1Ol (7) 672 
Head money - a ips, 07,0 
Tonnage dues = 3,669 5° 3 
Inland Navigation 
licences - - 98 10 0 
Warehouse fees - irs 0 
Seizures - - rake 2D 
Tolls at Yale and 
Douglas for Nov. 259 14 6 
35,519 10 10 
Land sales - - - - 10,962 15 1 
Licences, spirit and trading - - 2,284 12 10 
Free Miners’ certificates - - 1,594 6 O 
Mining receipts, general - - 805 12 0 
Ferries and tolls - - - 87619 0 
Rent - - 2 - 879 4 4 
Fines, fees, and forfeitures - =) ab¢2). Si 6 
Postage - - - wu Ooo eg 
Miscellaneous - - ROT Sieh 
Assay fees - - - - 140 8 0 
Interest - - - - 14. 12°10 
Refund - - - - 0.}*Si» 6 
— 53,011 10 )t! 





£53,011 10 11 








} 





Hraps ofr ExpPENDITURE. 








Establishments. Gin Sab, d, Li 185 
Salaries, fixed - 5,138 18 9 
Salaries, provisional 
and temporary - 9,699 14 2 
Office contingencies 982 16 3 
Allowances - - 915 8 4 
-_ 16,736 17 
| Works and buildings - - 3,513 19 
Roads, streets, and bridges - - 18,935 0 
Transport - - - - 1,413 19 
Administration of justice, exclusive 
of establishments = - - - 199 16 
Revenue services, ditto - - 176 2 
Police and gaols, ditto - =e (LOL LS 
General expenditure, ditto - - 86017 
Surveys and explorations, ditto - 1,296 5 
Charitable allowances - - =) 200% 0 
Conveyance of mails - - - ie lbs 
Miscellaneous - - - - $840 4 
Rent - - - - - - 48 0 
Refund . - - - - 135 0 
Balance - - - - ~ - - 


d. 


ou an 


' CONOCCNAROEZS 





br & 


44,124 10 
8,886 19 
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EVENUE and Exprnpirure of Britrisn Cotumsta for the year 
ending 3lst December 1860. 


d, 


3 
10 





£53,011 10 1 





The above account, although only approximate in consequence of the whole of the returns not 
having yet been received, is still not far from the actual receipts and expenditure, the principal 


items being compiled from the actual accounts. 


(Signed) 


Audit Office, 15th January 1861. 


Wittiam A. G. Younc, 


Acting Colonial Secretary, 
Acting as Auditor. 





Enclosure 2 in No. 17. 


AppROXIMATE STATEMENT of Expenp1ITURE during 1860. 

















d. 


On Roads, Streets, and Bridges. On Works and Buildings. 
By buses > Be ead: POM: Diag EP as ye S30 eae? 
Harrison Lillooet Road - = 5,937.18 9 Harrison River Navigation Im- 
Yale and Spuzzem Road - - 4,426 13 7 provement - - - - 68919 2 
Chapmans Bar and Boston Bar Trail 3,446 10 10 Assay Office and Officers’ Quarters, 
Hope and Shimilkameen Road - 4,304 8 0 | New Westminster - - ae 1 Os iS 
Langley and Sumas Trail - - 210): 0.0 Gaol at New Westminster - - 68414 0 
Bridges at New Westminster, &c.- 376 4 2 Painting, &e Treasury, ditto Spies 2S: FP AIG 
Clearing Streets, &c., New West- Court House, New Westminster - 23210 0 
minster - - - =2) 692" Gers Replacing Bouys, Fraser River - 236 4 2 
Sundry small works at Out-stations 241 3 9 Sundry works at Out-stations <1 4767 2E°6 
a 18,935 0 9 — 3,513 19 
(Signed) Witiiam A. G. Youne, 
Acting Colonial Secretary, 
Audit Office, 15th January 1861. Acting as Auditor. 
No. 18. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Douctas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 
NewcastTtez, K.G. 


” 


(Separate. ) 
My Lorp Dukg, 


of which I will now lay before your Grace. 


New Westminster, February 28, 1861. 
(Received May 13, 1861.) 

Since I last had the honour of reporting on the state of affairs in this Colony, I 
have received various communications from the district Gold Commissioners, the substance 


A report from the Gold Commissioner at Hope, dated 31st January, represents that 
district as being in a perfectly tranquil state ; that about 300 miners were then employed 
in that vicinity, a large proportion of whom were Chinese; and that it was probable 
there would be a considerable emigration of that class towards Rock Creek and Shi- 
milkomeen in the course of the spring. ‘The river communication from New Westmin- 
ster had been closed by ice for 11 days, but was then open, and the steamer “ Hope” 
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had arrived on the preceding day with some freight, which was carried at the reasonable 


charge of 20s. a ton. Food was abundant in the district and prices moderate, as will be 


observed from the enclosed statement. 
The miners at Shimilkomeen had not been able to do much work on their mining 
claims in consequence of the coldness of the weather, and the river being covered with 


drift ice. Bench diggings had however been discovered by several mining companies, 


which were expected to yield from 20s. to 30s. a day to each man employed in washing. 
Many new houses were being erected, and deals and other material prepared for the 
operations of the coming season. Bread stuffs and other articles of food were not abun- 
dant, and the price of those articles much higher than at Hope. Great exertions were 
being made to forward supplies by the mountain road opened last summer, which is 
practicable even in winter notwithstanding the depth of snow. It is not therefore appre- 
hended that the miners in that district will suffer from want of food. 


Mr. Commissioner Sanders reports that the Yale district continues in a satisfactory 


state. Mining is carried on to an equal extent, but he is of opinion with less remunerative 
results than last year. ‘The mining claims are with few exceptions in the hands of the 
Chinese, there being about 2,000 of this people within the district. As a rule they have 
been successful and many have returned to their homes the possessors of from 2,000 


to 4,000 dollars. ‘There are but few white miners, and the major part of the small 


number still in this district intend to leave for Rock Creek or the Caribceuf country in 

spring. The total number of miners wintering in the district is about 3,000. ‘There are 

about 2,000 Chinese in Yale and its environs alone. ‘The cold weather had put a stop to 

all mining operations. ‘The enclosed extract from Mr. Sanders’ report contains some 

interesting information respecting the state of trade, and the public works in progress, 

especially the road leading from Yale to Lytton. 
% * * % * 

The enclosed extract from Mr. Cox’s report of the 16th January to the Colonial 
Secretary will convey in his own words the latest information from the mines on Rock 
Creek. | 

The last report from Mr. Elwyn, the Gold Commissioner of Cayoosh district, is dated 
on the 16th of February. The melancholy fate of Mr. Price, a respectable tradesman, 
who was barbarously murdered in his own house at Cayoosh, on the evening of the Ist 


of February, has excited an intense sensation. ‘The authors and object of the crime are 


unknown, it is supposed however to have been committed by Indians, and three of those 
people have been taken into custody on suspicion, and duly committed for trial at the 
next assizes. ‘The weather was already warm and pleasant at Cayoosh, and the exodus 
had commenced of miners and mule trains with supplies for the upper country ; their 
departure being probably hastened by the arrival of several miners from Alexandria with 
reports of some wonderfully rich discoveries on Bear River, a stream which discharges 
into the south branch of Fraser River above Fort George. ‘These men assured the Gold 
Commissioner that 25s. worth of gold had been washed out of a single bucket of the 


auriferous earth ; and though he freely admits that there may be some exaggeration in 


these statements, yet he seems to entertain no doubt of their general accuracy, nor of the 
fact that very valuable discoveries have actually been made during the present winter in 
that quarter. Mr. Elwyn also states that the bridge over Fraser River, which was in 
course of erection by a private company near Cayoosh, was accidentally destroyed when 
more than half the work was finished, and the enterprise is therefore abandoned for the 
present, a circumstance which I much regret, not only on account of the travelling public 
who will be put to much inconvenience through the want of a bridge at that point; but 
also of the spirited adventurers, who have sustained a heavy pecuniary loss, and whose 
enterprise merits a better fate. 

There is no further intelligence of much importance from the mining districts. 

The reduction from 10s. to 4s. 2d. per acre in the upset price of country land, will 
no doubt give an impulse to the settlement of the country, but the change has been so 
recently made that we are not yet able to judge of its practical effects ; we are however 
at present engaged in opening roads through the forests, into the more fertile districts 
around New Westminster, in order to render them accessible and to remove every serious 
impediment to their early settlement, which by that means will be greatly promoted. 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, K.G. (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&c. &ce. &c. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 18. Britisit 
CoLuMBIA. 
Price of Provisions at Horr, January 31, 1861. 
Encl, 1 in 
LS. ie Geo ae pie Gs No. 18. 
Flour - - - perbarrel 1 8 Otol 12 0 
Bacon - - -  perlb. | 70 U0 10.000 tie 
Beans - - - 9s 0... 0:4 Deore 0, 20 4 
Sugar - - - “ Oy One Dae Ue Bie Oe 
Coffee x 7 is 29 0 ged ” te 
Tea = - iF ¥ 9 240 ” ae 
Butter a ; + ” eT 23 ” Se 
Lard - - - - 3 O21 0410s 6 Chale, 8 
Rice - - - - a 0 0 93,..0..0- . 44 
Candles - - ~ 9 Oh Te Be Uh pin 
(Signed) Bi Cy Ever Ly, ai kee 
Hope, January 31, 1861. 
Enclosure 2 in No. 18. Encl. 2 in 
No. 18. 
Price of Provisions, SHIMILKOMEEN District, January 1861. 
Sud 
Flour - - - - - - perlb 1 43 
Bacon - - - .- - - pe 1 10 
hard - ~ - - . 3 gir O 
Sugar - - - - - - a i 
ea. i 4 4 a 4 ‘ : we aoe 
Coffee -_ - - - - - ra ye. 
Enclosure 3 in No. 18. Encl. 3 in 
No. 18. 


Mr. SanpeErs to the CotontaL SECRETARY. 
(Extract.) ‘ 
Yale, December 27, 1860. 
Trade is dull, the staples principally in demand are flour, bacon, and sugar. The ruling prices are 
_ as follows :— 





Wholesale, ‘Retail. 

Sire Bed ie o paend, 
Rice - - perlb O. 0° 5 - 0 0 6 
Flour - - per 100 lb. 0 18 0 - 1 0:00 
Bacon wears eee Der tae ee - 0 0114 
iitter ). | = -- 99 e's 6 - 0 3 0 
Beans - - HS O70 oe - 0.0 41 
Sugar - - re Ue Uso = 0°"0 10 
Tea = - a Dares O - 0-4 0 
Coffee - - me Oe L-.5 ~ cae C) 
Potatoes - - re 0 0 13 - —— 
Fresh meat - - Aa Ont a G - a 


£ 

In 1859—Flour was per 100 lbs. 1 
Butter perlb. ,-,. 0 

Beans te - 0 


Aoos 


The rates of freight in consequence of excessive competition are remarkably low at present, béing 
only 3/. a ton from Victoria to Yale; in the spring of this year as much as 10/. was charged. 

The miner and labouring man can live comfortably on 3s. a day. 

The charge made at the restaurants for board and lodging is 2/. a week. 

The rates of wages is 10/. a month and keep. 

The population of the town of Yale, according to a recent census, is 105 whites, 260 Chinese, and 
200 natives, living in 110 dwelling houses. 

The roads of the district have borne the severe test of the recent very heavy rains remarkably well; 
I went over the Yale and Spuzzem portion subsequent to the rains; with the exception of being furrowed 
here and there by small mountain streams seeking an outlet, it had not suffered in the least. 

Messrs. M‘Roberts and Power have completed the ‘second section of their contract. ‘The “ Colonel’s 
Retreat” has ceased to be an obstacle in the way. A mile of rough boulders beyond the “ Retreat ” 
has been reduced to the evenness of a billiard table. The bridge over the ravine before reaching 
Nicaragua Bluff is completed, so also that portion of the road known as the “ Zig-zag.” . 

On the Boston Bar end too, three miles of road are finished, and the timbers for the bridge over the 
river Anderson have been hauled from a considerable distance on to the ground; finally a party of 
eight men are constantly employed on the bluff, a bench of 80 yards im length beg already 
accomplished. 

The ferry at Spuzzem has been leased to Mr. Yorke at a rental of 30%. per annum. The rates of 
toll have been reduced from 6s. to 2s. is 

4 
4 
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Cortumsrs. 70/. I estimate the probable yield of the road toll during the ensuing year at 5,300/. 
£ 


Pe 


Encl. 4 in 
No. 18. 





5,000 mules, 300 lbs. each, or 1,500 tons . - 3,000 
400 tons carried by boats - - - - 800 
750 tons carried by Indians - . - - 1,500 

5,300 


According to lists kept by me during the past season, 2,723 mules packed from this town, viz. in 
June 271, in July 603, in August 779, in September 742, in October 328. 

The revenue of the district has experienced a slight reduction as compared with the revenue 
collected in 1859. 





LS 3.0 
Mining licences - - - - 267 0 0 
Mining receipts (general) - . - (201 6 oS 
Tolls and ferries - - - - 23817 5 
Sales of lands - - 3 * = 272 Grr 
T'ines and fees - - = - - 9614 0 
Spirit licences - - - - - 320 0 0 
‘Tracking licences - - - - 141 0 0 

1,536 17 


The expenditure of 1860 amounts to 1,366/. 2s. 4d. 
, I am, &e. 

(Signed) E. H. SanpErs, 

Assistant Gold Commissioner. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 18. 


Mr. Cox to the Cotontan SEecRETARY. 
(Extract.) 
Rock Creek, January 16, 1861. 
I zxc leave to enclose for the information of his Excellency the Governor a rude sketch of the 
respective British and American towns, Boundary Creek. 
ining was carried on here as late as the 28th December by sluicing and rocking; 28s. per day to 
the hand being the average pay. 

The weather still continues extremely mild; a continued frost, but not severe, and undisturbed by 
either storm or rain. 

A ditch that will cost time and money is being constructed by Messrs. Curry and Co., it will take 
its course along the S.W. side of the creek, and terminate immediately opposite the town; its length 
one mile and a half; it is for the purpose of washing those benches which have been tunnelled about 
20 feet into the gravel and 30 feet above the level of the creek, with fair results, viz., four colours to 
the pan. 

iy bridge is also being erected over Colville River facing the town, which will be a great improve- 
ment; although I cannot at present see where the receipts are to come from, the river being fordable 
during fully nine months of the year. : 

I purpose accompanying some miners to the gold fields reported to exist near the “ Mission” on the 
Okanagan Lake, or rather on one of its tributary streams, as soon as I can procure a horse; and shall 
report to his Excellency what is to be seen there. 

Active preparations for building are going on, and I, together, I may say, with all others, anxiously 
wait for his Excellency’s instructions respecting the survey of the town, which I think should be 
proceeded with as soon as possible in order to meet the expected excitement. 

The town now contains 23 good houses, some of which have been erected at a large outlay. 

I shall feel obliged by being provided with the necessary authority for disposing of agricultural 
land to aliens, as at present 1 have nothing to guide mein the matter. I require also to know the 
conditions on which a saw mill privilege is to be granted. 

Farms have been taken and houses built a few miles south of the line, which I dare say will be used 
as storehouses for spirits, &c., &c. until a favourable opportunity may present itself for smuggling such 
goods in here, so will require to be well watched. ‘The creek affords every facility along both its 
banks for such maneuvres unfortunately. 

Labour now averages 12s. per day without board. 


Price of Provistons,—January 1861. 


£ sd. | £ s. 
Flour - _- - perlb 0 010 | Beans - - - perlb O 1 
Bacon - - - “ 01,2:,0 Rice - - - * 0 1 
Lard - - - “ 0 2 0 | Candles (scarce) - Pe 0 6 
Sugar aa - - 9 Dials 8B Dried apples - = ” 01 
Tea - - - ie 0 5 0 Molasses ~ - per gallon 1 0 
Coffee - - - "i ae a 


(Signed) Witi1am Cox, J. 
Rock Creek, January 16, 1861. 





‘ 


For the better collection of the “roads tolls” a toll house and gate have been erected at a cost of 
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No. 19. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovetas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 


Newcastie, K.G. 


(No. 33.) Victoria, Vancouver Island, May 2, 1861. 
My Lorp Duke, (Received June 17, 1861.) 

In my Despatch marked Separate,* of the 28th of February last, allusion was made 
in Mr. Cox’s letter of the 16th of January, forming enclosure No. 4, to some reported 
Gold Fields at Lake Okanagan, and the intention of the Gold Commissioner to ac- 
company a body of miners to inspect that part of the country. The miners proceeded 
on their proposed excursion, and returned to Rock Creek in the beginning of March, 
when they communicated the very satisfactory intelligence that they had found grain 
and scale gold of fine quality, in remunerative quantities, in all the streams flowing into 
the western shore of Lake Okanagan, which is over 70 miles in length. ‘This important 
discovery had not been made public at Rock Creek, for the reasons stated in Mr. Cox’s 
interesting report on the subject, which I herewith transmit, unabridged, for your 
Grace’s information. 


2. I have also just received a very satisfactory report from Mr. Commissioner Nind, 
of Alexandria district, mentioning the great discoveries which have been made during 
the winter at Antler Creek, a tributary of Bear River, which flows from the mountains 
east of Quesnelle Lake into the south branch of Fraser River. 


3. On the occasion of Mr. Nind’s visit to Antler Creek, the whole face of the country 
was still deeply covered with snow; but a great number of miners were nevertheless on 
the ground anxiously awaiting the advent of spring to commence operations. 


4. These discoveries were alluded to in my Despatch of the 28th of February last, 
and are now satisfactorily confirmed by the present report from Mr. Nind, who, however, 
refrains from giving currency to the perhaps exaggerated statements received from 
miners, that as much as 70 dollars worth of gold has been extracted from a single pan 
full (containing about one gallon) of earth. 


5. The confirmed impression, however, is, that a gold field of extraordinary richness 
has been now discovered, and I sincerely trust that those impressions may be fully 
realized. 


6. It is matter of sincere congratulation that the tranquillity of the country has been in 
nowise disturbed by the excitements arising from those discoveries ; and that, as a body, 
the miners are well conducted and submissive to the laws. 


7. Acopy of Mr. Nind’s report, and sketch of the new gold field, is also transmitted 
for your Grace’s information. 


I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, K.G. (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&c. &c. &e. 
Enclosure 1 in No. 19. 
Sir, Rock Creek, March 1, 1861. 


I nave the honour to report, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, the result of 
Messrs. Beam and Company’s prospecting tour to the Okanagan Lake, and at the same time enclose 
for his Excellency’s inspection some unchosen gold taken out of the river Sand Cove, “ Anse de Sable.” 

I shall now repeat as nearly as possible what was expressed by the above party. 

“ We prospected nine streams, all tributaries of the lake, and found gold in each, averaging from 
three to 90 cents to the pan; the ground was much frozen and impeded our work. We are quite 
satisfied of the richness of these mines, and shall as soon as feasible dispose of our claims on Kock 
Creek and leave for that section of the country, where a miner can grow his potatoes and other 
vegetables, besides keep his cow. We hand you some gold taken from William Pion’s claim ; he makes 
$4 per day with a rocker, and we as old and practical miners could realize much more by sluicing and 
other methods. 

“The Indians treated us most hospitably, lending us canoes and horses free of charge ; the soil, 
especially in the valleys, is well adapted for farming and stock raising. ‘The snow, which did not exceed 
one foot in depth, is fast disappearing. We only prospected the flats, the frost preventing our proceeding 
up the creeks, where it is naturally to be believed the principal portion of the gold is deposited.” 

I have been particular in quoting the above, as Mr. Beam, the discoverer of “ Rock Creek” gold 
fields is universally acknowledged to be a good and at prospector. 
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I have not made the above statement ‘public, as it would only lead to bad results just at present. — 
The miners in this neighbourhood would be easily coaxed off, and the mines now in a preparatory 
condition for being properly worked, abandoned; improvements going forward on buildings and farms 
would be checked; town lots would almost be unsaleable; in fact, the expected revenue receipt would 
be seriously interfered with. . 

I have, &e. 


| (Signed) Witiram GeorcE Cox. 
‘The Colonial Secretary. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 19. 


Sir, Williams Lake, March 27, 1861. 
I nave the honour to inform you that during the winter great excitement has prevailed respect- 
ing the discovery of rich diggings on Antler Creek. The secrecy observed by its discoverers, the large 
prospects they were reputed to have found, together with the subsequent announcement of the situation 
of the creek, tended so to inflame the minds of all, that a rush of people took place in the dead of 
winter to this new El Dorado. ~ 

Many claims were recorded, and in several instances the same ground was taken up by different parties. 
This led to contention, and almost to open violence, at one time deadly weapons being drawn, but 
happily with no evil result. . 

Shortly afterwards, an appeal having been made for my interference, I determined to proceed to the 
forks of Quesnelle, and if necessary to Antler Creek. Accordingly on the 27th February I left 
Williams Lake accompanied by a constable and two Indians carrying necessaries for the journey. In — 
consequence of the difliculty of travelling we did not reach the forks of Quesnelle until the 3rd March: 
here I learnt that the majority of miners was on Keithley’s and Antler Creek expecting my arrival; I~ 
resolved therefore to visit these places. The route, which was a different one to that travelled by me _ 
last autumn, led up the left bank of the north fork of Quesnelle River for about seven miles; it then 
crossed the river at Mitchell’s Bridge, and continued on the right bank to the Lesser Caribou Lake, 
the entire distance from the Forks of Quesnelle being about 20 miles. 

I can speak favourably of the enterprize and ingenuity displayed by Mr. Mitchell, who without 
assistance has built the piers of this bridge, and has made blocks and a windlass from the materials 
around him. I should judge that by this time the bridge must be nearly completed and fit for the 
passage of foot travellers and animals. 

On the north fork of Quesnelle mining is carried on with much spirit by some few companies which 
have been engaged nearly all the winter in constructing wing dams and water-wheels for working the 
channel at a low-water stage. Success has attended the labour of most, and a large quantity of gold 
has been extracted. I visited Messrs. Keithley’s and Diller’s claim, which is on the hill side, about 
60 feet above the level of the water; it was discovered late last autumn, and at first proved of almost 
unprecedented richness; a tunnel was bored into the bank, but owing to natural causes was obliged to 
be abandoned; subsequently the hill was pierced in two other places, but the lode seemed to have been 
lost, for no prospects were found. Mr. Diller has persevered in attempting to recover the lode, and 
has informed me that he thinks he has at length succeeded. 

Good prospects have been obtained on benches 100 and 200 feet above the present river level, and it 
is anticipated that paying diggings exist for a numerous body of miners at a future period, when some . 
of the preliminary difficulties attached to the development of the country are removed. 

That the river has once been a much larger stream, or has occupied a different channel, is apparent 
from the still perceptible traces of an old channel, and the alluvial flats deposited by its action on either 
bank. 

Above what is called the Falls, which are some five miles from Caribou Lake, scarcely any gold has 
been found. Crossing the Lower Caribou Lake the trail leads to two houses intended for stores, at the 
mouth of Keithley’s Creek; it then passes up the creek to Mr. Davis’ store, a distance of five or six 
miles. 

I observed here great preparations for fluming, and many thousands of feet of lumber that had been 
sawn out during the winter. | 


¥ 


1 


ee ee 


The snow, which hitherto had averaged about two feet and a half, here commenced to be much deeper, 
and everything wore the aspect of unbroken winter. I was prevented at Keithley’s Creek by stress of 
weather from prosecuting my journey immediately, and during my detention there I heard of many 
proceedings on Antler Creek that render the presence of some officer on the ground extremely 
desirable. ‘The trail to Antler Creek ascends a ravine and then passes along a branch of Snow-shoe 
Creek for six or seven miles until the summit of the watershed is reached, which divides the streams 
running into the Caribou Lake, and generally in a southern direction, and those running northward 
and eastward into Bear and Swamp River. From the top of these mountains a fine view is obtained of 
the surrounding country, which northward and eastward is bounded by rugged and lofty mountains ; 
towards the west and north-west the prospect is more level, and immediately below the peak on which 
I was standing, lay rolling timbered hills intersected by valleys and ravines. Where the snow had been 
swept off by the wind I noticed masses of quartz rock and two species of grass, said to be very common 
on these mountains, one a kind of red top, the other very fine and feathery in appearance. After 
traversing the summit for some miles the descent into the valley of Antler Creek commences. »I 
should imagine that from Mr. Davis’ store to Messrs. Rose and M‘Donald’s claims, which are the first 
that were taken possession of on Antler Creek, the distance is about 20 miles N.N.E. 
_ The streams that I passed on the journey were numerous, and where it was possible from the fallin 
in of the ice and snow, to observe their beds, I noticed the same characteristics of large quartz boulders, 
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and a kind of slate rock covered with red gravel, said to bear a close resemblance to the rich auriferous 
beds of the streams of the southern mines of California, I found one log cabin on Antler Creek built 

y the discoverers Rose and M‘Donald; the rest of the miners were living in holes dug out of the snow, 
which was between six and seven feet deep. I remained here fully occupied for nearly six days in 
settling mining disputes, and transacting other business. Matters passed off without any disturbance, 
and if all were not satisfied the unsuccessful parties submitted quietly on finding their claims were 
not supported by the law. 

Although I do not wish to disparage the motives that actuated such extremely creditable and decorous 
conduct as was displayed on Antler Creek, yet I am of opinion that the following reasons materially 
tended to bring about such a desirable result. Every miner had an interest in the country, the value 
of which in these new gold fields no one could truly estimate ; but the prospect was more dazzling than 
had ever been presented before: it was patent to all who were old residents that English law, if trans- 
gressed, was not to be evaded with the same impunity as California law; no one therefore cared to risk 
the loss of what might be a fortune to him: besides this, there was an absence of every kind of 
intoxicating liquor. Prospecting was done during my stay, and in some cases proved most successful; 
but the labour of shovelling away the snow and sinking holes at that season of the year was excessive. 

The creek winds through the centre of a narrow valley, and is surmounted by hills sloping down to 
flats and benches of alluvial deposit; the bed rock on which the gold is found lies but a short distance 
under the surface, and in many places crops out: there are several tributaries of the same general appear- 
ance as the main stream which offer facilities for the introduction of water; in addition, the absence of 
high precipitous banks, and the abundance of good timber form some of the favourable features that 
will render the working of mines on this creek more easy and comparatively less expensive than has 
been the case on the other known creeks of the Caribou country. Setting the workable ground at a 
low estimate, there is room here for at least 1,000 miners. Cunningham’s Creek, discovered last 
autumn, but not prospected until after the Antler Creek excitement, has lately obtained a high reputa- 
tion, a number of claims have been taken up and recorded upon it since the middle of last month, and 
it bids fair to rival Antler Creek in popularity. I believe it is about the same size, and will accommo- 
date the same number of men. 

I have the honour to enclose a map drawn for me by Mr. J. Martin, an enterprizing prospector, and 
a most intelligent person; it embraces a section of country known to but very few, and may, I think, be 
relied upon. The question of a mining Board, as laid down by the Gold Fields Act, being mooted, I 
encouraged the idea, as I believe that such an organization would be beneficial to the miner and the 
Colony. A new description of mines has been discovered which promises a more lasting employment 
of labour than has hitherto existed, and the features of the country being different to those of any other 

old country, and unknown at the passing of the Gold Fields’ Act, or the subsequent rules and regu- 
ations, I respectfully submit that its peculiarities are best met and turned to account by those who are 
most conversant with them. It is true that amongst individuals, and mining cliques which play into 
one another’s hands, there are frequent attempts at monopoly and overreaching; yet the mining 
community at large, in the discussion of a question that affects its common interest, 1s just and impartial 
in matters of fact, and clear-headed in abstract questions. _ 

Respecting the gold resources of the Caribou country, a perfect unanimity exists; but it is probable 
that many of those now so sanguine, particularly the new comers, who are unacquainted with the 
numerous difficulties that must be overcome, will meet with reverses and disapointment: those, however, 
who are fortunate in placer mining will turn their attention to the discovery of hill diggings and quartz 
lodes; hitherto, no one has prospected on the hills, exploration having followed up the course of the 
streams, from the necessity of obtaining immediate returns. One statistical proof of the general senti- 
ment lies in the number of mining certificates that have been issued, and which I can safely assert 
embraces nine-tenths of the population, and would exceed that proportion amongst the whites; but the 
Chinamen, who are daily arriving, show no disposition to avail themselves of these documents, saying, 
when pressed to take out mining certificates, that they have only come up to prospect, and have no 
money. I returned on the 23rd March to Williams Lake, having been absent 25 days, and travelled a 
distance of about 230 miles. I found the snow’had almost entirely disappeared from this valley, and 
Mr. Davidson had commenced ploughing about a fortnight previously. Onetrain of packed horses 
arrived at Williams Lake before the end of February, but were compelled to wait some time before being 
able to proceed to Beaver Lake. Since this, 30 or 40 head of cattle have been driven into the 
forks of Quesnelle, and many trains have got as far as Beaver Lake, from which place the loads are 
conveyed into the forks of Quesnelle by Indians, who received 10 dollars per 100 Ibs.; and as many 
of them, even amongst the women, are capable of carrying from 150 to 180 lbs., they are earning at 
the rate of from seven to nine dollars a day. Indians have been very highly paid for their labour all 
though the winter, and the Antler Creek excitement has given them plenty of employment; their 
manufactures too, have rated proportionately high; ordinary mocassins fetching from three to 10 
dollars per pair, and snow shoes from 10 dollars to 25. Provisions rose during the winter, although 
the supply was quite equal to the demand. Flour has been selling here at 37 cents. per lb.; beans and 
rice about the same; and bacon at from 65 to 90; beef, 30 to 373. 

At the forks of Quesnelle, prices have been higher. At Keithley’s Creek, flour was at 75; and on 
Antler Creek, provisions were one dollar a lb. all round. Pack-trains are arriving daily, and afford a 
contrast to the proceedings of last year: the miners then came in before the provisions, but now the 
provisions are coming before the miners: this is reducing prices, and will, no doubt, have a good effect 
on this part of the country. 

It will be some time before animals can travel into the forks of Quesnelle; it is with much difficult 
that they make the journey from here to Beaver Lake, and they are obliged to carry provender with 
them. A new trail has been opened from the Little Lake into the forks of Quesnelle, it is better 
graded than the old one, but I think is rather longer. I found Mr. Adler’s new bridge over the south 
fork of Quesnelle completed on my return, and can speak in terms of high commendation of its work- 
manlike and substantial appearance. I was informed that its cost had been above 5,000 dollars, and 
from the high rate of wages, and the labour CE upon it, I do not imagine that a similar structure 
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could be raised fora less sum. Mr. Adler has shown much enterprise in endeavouring to secure the 





traflic of the ensuing year to the forks of Quesnelle, as it is by no means certain that travellers will adopt — 
this route to the northern mines. . ~ 
(s . have, &c. : 
igne Puitte Henry Niyp. 
The Colonial Secretary, re ; +a : 
No. 20. 
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovatas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 
Newcastie, K.G, 

(Separate. ) Lytton, June 4, 1861. ! 

My Lorp Duke, f (Received July 29, 1861.) 

Since my departure from Victoria, on the 10th May I have visited in succession 


the towns of New Westminster, Hope, Yale, and Lytton, from whence I have now the 
honour of addressing your Grace. “ 


2. It is not necessary to trouble your Grace with remarks on the condition of those 
towns, which all exhibit a satisfactory degree of progress, yet nothing more than was 
anticipated from the quiet and prosperous state of the Colony. 


3. The most interesting feature about New Westminster is the newly formed lines 
of road through the densely wooded country north of that town, which has induced 
settlers to turn their attention that way, and will probably lead to the rapid extension of 
settlement in the direction of Burrards Inlet. A similar result in promoting early 
settlement is anticipated from another new line of road which is being formed on the 
left bank of the Fraser, commencing a little below New Westminster, and running in a 
southerly, direction towards the frontier. The forests opposite the town are beginning to 
yield to the woodman’s efforts; and one enterprising proprietor, Mr. Brown, has dis- 
covered on his ground a large tract of excellent land, which certainly cannot be surpassed 
in point of fertility or quality of soil. 

4, Many land claims have been taken by settlers along the Fraser, yet in my progress 
from New Westminster to Hope there was scarcely a trace of improvement or any 
observable inroad on the forest. The Pre-emption Act is, however, beginning to work 
its effect, and will, as I confidently believe, ere long make a decided change on the face 
of the country. 


_ 5. Several industrious settlers, probably about eighty in number, have taken land 
around Hope and Yale, and are toiling assiduously in clearing and preparing the soil for 
crops. The carriage road from Hope towards Shimilkomeen, of which about 12 miles 
are now open to travel, is a great accommodation to settlers, who eagerly grasp at every 
improvable piece of land to which it gives access. 


6, Captain Grant, with a detachment of 80 Royal Engineers under his command, and 
about 80 civilian labourers, is employed in the formation of that road, which we hope to 
complete before the return of winter, providing always that the public revenue continues 
in a prosperous state, and our funds do not in the meantime fall short. | 


7.1 am especially anxious for the completion of that highly important work, so 
valuable as a military road, leading towards the frontier, and as an outlet for the trade of 
the most fertile agricultural districts of the Colony, and, from discoveries which are being 
continually made, probably the most auriferous, Every successive discovery indeed 
tends to confirm the impression that the gold fields which have been struck at Rock 
Creek and Quesnel River or Caribou, are but two points in a range of auriferous moun- 
tains containing incalculable wealth, which, commencing at Rock Creek 49° N. lat., 
118° 30’ W. long., run almost due north between Great Okanagan Lake and the Columbia 
River to lat. 51°, and from thence along the North River in a north by west direction, 
through the Quesnel and Caribou country to the banks of Fraser River, at 54° N. lat., 
123° W. long., a total distance of nearly 330 miles, a theory, which, if correct, opens a 
magnificent vista of future greatness for the Colony. 

8. We saw very little mining between Hope and Yale, the miners having been generally 
driven from their claims by the high state of the river. 

9. Entering the passes of the Fraser beyond Yale we pursued our route over the new 
road amidst scenery of the grandest description. | Mountains rising to the skies on both 
sides of the narrow pass, and immediately beneath the Fraser frantically tearing its way 
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in foaming whirls convey a faint idea of the scene. Neither are softer features wanting, 
every spot of the earth being prolific of vegetation, and the mountains’ sides covered with 
the most beautiful flowers, 


10. Settlers, true to their instincts, have followed the new road even into the passes, 
and are bringing every spot of tillable land into cultivation. At the Great Falls two 
adventurous Frenchmen have built a kiosk and laid out a pretty little garden for the 
entertainment of visitors. ‘The traveller has no reason to dread a journey through this 
part of British Columbia, as at every few miles is to be found a wayside inn, with 
refreshments of every kind. 


11. The new road on Fraser River from “ Spuzzem” to “ Quayome” runs along the 
face of frightful precipices, but is, nevertheless, perfectly safe for horse and mule 
travel. 


12. These is a great deal of good mining ground between Yale and Lytton, and the 
miners of the district have displayed an unusual degree of skill and enterprise in 
conducting water to their claims, by means of canals and viaducts, from the distant 
mountains. 


13. One of these works, called the ‘ Poor Man’s Ditch,” the property of Mr. Melodey 
and three other natives of Ireland, who came to this Colony in the year 1858, entirely 
without capital, and commenced their career as simple miners, is seven miles long, and 
has cost them about 15,000 dollars. ‘These persons have another expensive work of the 
same kind on Van Winkle Flat, which now yields them a very handsome income. 
This is not a solitary instance of successful enterprise, as almost all their contemporaries 
who have remained in the Colony since the year 1858 are now possessed of wealth and 
position, and considering the advantages offered to emigrants one only regrets that a 
greater number of Her Majesty’s subjects have not made British Columbia their home. 


14. Much remains to be done for the improvement of this part of the Colony. 
A carriage road from Quayome to Lytton, is the work that demands our more immediate 
attention. Its importance is evident, and the people of Lytton have, almost to a man, 
come forward with a petition praying that it be made without delay, and a further tax 
levied on goods carried inland to defray its cost, which will probably not fall short o 
10,000/. 


15. I propose leaving this place to day for Cayoosh by the Buonaparte River, the 
great stock range of the Colony, where I expect to meet with many settlers. 


16. I would also inform your Grace, that we are daily receiving the most extraordinary 
accounts of the almost fabulous wealth of the Antler Creek and Caribou diggings. 
Mr. Palmer, a respectable merchant, who arrived the other day from that part of the 
country with nearly 50 pounds weight of gold, which he kindly allowed me to examine, 
assured me that these accounts are by no means exaggerated. As an example of the 
extraordinary wealth of the country, he mentioned that four of his friends who are associated 
in a mining company, were making regularly from 16 ozs. to 37 ozs. of gold a day, 
being 4 ozs. to 94.0zs. each; by “ fluming” another company of four men washed out with 
cradles, in his presence, 36 ozs. of gold in one day; and the yield of ordinary mining 
claims is from 20 to 50 dollars a day for each man employed. 


17. The gold in Caribou is not confined to the rivers. It is found in the gulches and 
table land 300 and 400 yards from the rivers, and much beyond their highest levels. 
About a foot of gravel overlies the bed rock of light coloured shale extremely soft, or in 
mining phrase “rotten,” where the gold is found in the rents of the shale. He says, there 
are mountains of quartz, and he is of opinion, that some of the richest quartz leads in the 
world will be found there. 


18. Mr. Barnston, another respectable traveller from Caribou, corroborates Mr. Palmer’s 
testimony, and adds that he never before saw a class of men more elated with their 
prospects than the miners of Quesnel; they look to.a successful season, and expect to 
leave the country in the autumn with their fortunes made. He feels assured of the almost 
fabulous wealth of the country ; ordinary claims pay 50 dollars a day to the hand, and he 
knows one company of four men working on Antler Creek, who each receive 1,000 dollars 
a week from their mining claim. 


19. The testimony of other persons is confirmatory of these extraordinary statements ; a 
private note dated 28th May 1861, from Mr. Nind, the Assistant Gold Commissioner for 
Quesnel River Districts, has the following remarks: —*‘ The news is still good from above.* 
** We have the right thing at Caribou.” So that all things considered, I see no reason for 
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doubting the correctness of the current reports, and Iam sorry, indeed, that so small a_ 
portion of that wealth should at present be reaped by Her Majesty’s subjects. 


I have, &e. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, K.G. (Signed) ~ JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&e &c. &c. | 


No. 21. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Doveuas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke fe 94 
Neweast_e, K.G. | akan! 


( Separate.) Victoria, Vancouver Island, July 16, 1861. 
My Lorp Duke, (Received September 30, 1861.) : 

Wuen addressing your Grace from Lytton in my Separate Despatch of the 4th of 
June last,* I communicated the information and impressions of the state of the country 
which I had received on my previous journey; I will now in this Despatch continue the 
subject subsequently to my departure from Lytton. 


2. Leaving that place I travelled for 35 miles along the banks of Thompson's River 
by a good horse road Jately made at a trifling cost, and successively visited the Buona- 
parte and Hat Rivers, and the Pavilion, where we fell upon the Fraser, and followed it 
downwards to Cayoosh. The district comprehended within those limits is exceedingly 
beautiful and picturesque, being composed of a succession of hills and valleys, lakes and 
rivers, exhibiting to the traveller accustomed to the endless forests of the coast districts, 
the unusual and grateful spectacle of miles of green hills, curving slopes, and level 
meadows, almost without a bush or tree to obstruct the view, and even to the very hill 
tops producing an abundant growth of grass. It is of great value as a grazing district, a 
circumstance which appears to be thoroughly understood and appreciated by the country 
packers, who are in the habit of leaving their mules and horses here when the regular 
work of packing goods to the mines is suspended for the winter. : 

The animals, even at that season, are said to improve in condition, though left to seek 
their own food, and to roam at large over the country, a fact which speaks volumes in 
favour of the climate and of the natural pastures. It has certainly never been my good 
fortune to visit a country more pleasing to the eye, or possessing a more healthy and 
agreeable climate, or a greater extent of fine pasture land; and there is no doubt that 
with a smaller amount of labour and outlay than in almost any other colony, the ener- 
getic settler may soon surround himself with all the elements of affluence and comfort. 


3. Notwithstanding these advantages,’such have hitherto been the difficulties of access, 
that the course of regular settlement has hardly yet commenced. 


4, A good deal of running stock has been brought in for sale ; but with the exception 
of eight or ten persons, there are no farmers in the district. One of those, Mr. McLean, 
a native of Scotland, and lately of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s service, has recently 
settled on a beautiful spot, near the debouch of Hat River, and is rapidly bringing his 
land into cultivation. He has a great number of horses and cattle of the finest American 
breeds ; and from the appearance of the crops there is every prospect that his labour and 
outlay will be well rewarded. He is full of courage, and as confident as deserving of 
success. He entertains no doubt whatever of the capabilities of the soil, which he thinks 
will, under proper management, produce any kind of grain or root crops. The only evil 
he seriously apprehends is the want of rain and the consequent droughts of summer, which 
has induced him to bring a supply of water from a neighbouring stream, by which he can 
at pleasure irrigate the whole of his fields. 


5. I received an equally favourable report from Mr. Reynolds, who commenced a farm 
at the Pavilion in the year 1859, and he has consequently had the advantage of two 
years’ experience. His last crop, besides a profusion of garden vegetables, consisted of 
oats, barley, turnips, and potatoes, and the produce was most abundant. ‘The land under 
potatoes yielded 375 bushels to the acre. ‘The turnip crop was no less prolific; one of 
the roots weighed 26 Ibs.; and swedes of 15]bs, and 16 lbs. were commonly met with. 
He could not give the yield of oats and barley, the greater part having been sold in the 
sheaf for the use of the mule trains passing to and from the mines; but the crop, as was 
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manifest from the weight and length of the straw, which attained a height of fully four 
feet, was remarkably good. He generally allows his cattle to run at large, and they 
seldom require to be housed or fed in winter. 


6. The cold is never severe; the greatest depth of snow in 1859 was 12 inches, and 
the following winter it did not exceed six inches. Ploughing commences about the middle 
of March. ‘The summers are generally dry, and Mr. Reynolds is of opinion that irrigation 
will be found an indispensable application in the process of husbandry in this district. In 
the dry summer of 1859 he kept water almost constantly running through his fields; but 
applied it only twice during the summer of 1860, when the moisture of the atmosphere 
proved otherwise sufficient for the crops. 


7. The numerous streams which permeate the valleys of this district afford admirable 
facilities for inexpensive irrigation ; so bountiful indeed has nature been in this respect, 
that it is hardly an exaggeration to say that there is a watercourse or rivulet for every 
moderate sized farm that will be opened in the district. 


8. A few successful experiments in husbandry will give confidence, and add to the 
number of the farming class, which continues to be in a lamentable minority in every part 
of the Colony, even in districts where one would suppose mining to be a less profitable 
pursuit than the cultivation of the soil. 


9. The mining districts of ‘Thompson’s River, and of the Vraser below the Pavilion, have 
been almost abandoned by the white miners of the Colony, who have been generally carried 
away by the prevailing excitement to the Caribou and Antler Creek mines; and their 
claims are now occupied by Chinamen and native Indians, the latter especially exhibiting 
an unwonted degree of activity in mining. Their daily earnings sometimes reach the large 
sum of two pounds sterling, and never, as they assured me, fall short of eight shillings, 
so that they are becoming exceedingly valuable to the Colony, both as producers and as a 
tax-paying population. 1, in fact, ascertained from the official returns of Yale, that 30 per 
cent. of the amount of roads’ tolls was levied directly on the goods of Indians leaving that 
place ; and from their numbers and habits it may be fairly assumed that 40 per cent. of 
the whole revenue collectively accruing from tolls and customs falls on them. 


10. The mines on Tranquille River have lately attracted much attention, in conse- 
quence of quantities of coarse gold having been found in pieces weighing as much as 
three quarters of an ounce; and the discovery of a stratum of auriferous earth, in 
mining phrase “ pay dirt,” from three to four feet in thickness, at a much higher level 
than the present bed of the river, which until then was suppposed to be the exclusive 
depository of gold. ‘This circumstance has given a new direction to the industry of the 
place, the miners having less faith in surface diggings, and being generally impressed 
with the advantage of deeper sinkings, which may probably reveal, as was the case in 
the gold fields of Victoria, greater wealth than has yet been found; and this in my 
opinion is simply a question of time. 

11. There are extensive flats or holmes in the valley of the Thompson that give a 
large return of gold; but being above the river, they cannot be worked to much 
advantage until water from a higher level that can be applied to sluicing is brought into 
play. Several smooth water-worn nuggets, weighing as much as two ounces, have been 
found on the Thompson below Lake Kamloops; and diggings have been lately disco- 
vered on three of the affluents of North River (north branch of the Thompson). The 
streams flowing from the eastward into Okanagan Lake are also reported to be highly pro- 
ductive of gold—facts, which all tend to support the theory alluded to in my Despatch 
of the 4th of June last, regarding the existence of a vast auriferous ridge or water- 
shed, extending from Rock Creek to Fort George, and dividing the Columbia from the 
waters of Fraser River. 


_ 12. I feel a deep interest in the exploration and development of that valuable and 
Important division of the Colony, which is now so difficult of access as to be practically 
closed to the ordinary settler; and there is, moreover, no convenient place where the 
miner can replenish his exhausted stores. With the view of removing these drawbacks, 
I propose to lay out a town site, as a mining depot and centre of trade on ‘Thompson’s 
River, about 10 miles below Lake Kamloops, from whence the navigation is said to be 
practicable for stern-wheel boats through Lake Kamloops to the distance of 100 miles 
up North River; and also by the south branch of the Thompson to the further extremity 
of Shouswap Lake. As another part of the plan I propose that steam boats of the same 
class should be employed on Okanagan Lake, connecting with the caravans arriving by 
the way of Hope and -Shimilkomeen from Fraser River; and finally, a good road 
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between the two lakes Shouswap and Okanagan, and from the latter lake continued in a 
southerly direction to the Columbia River, will complete a line of communication con- 
necting the eastern districts with Fraser River, and affording facilities for transport that 
will render Hope the channel of trade, and prevent it from seeking an outlet by the 
Columbia River, and which in other respects will be of inestimable advantage to the 
Colony. 

13. The latest accounts from Caribou confirm the former reports of its vast auriferous 
wealth. About 1,500 men are supposed to be congregated in those mines, and the 
number is continually augmented by the arrival of fresh bodies of miners. It will be a 
work of difficulty to keep them supplied with food, a service which now gives employment 
to about 1,200 transport horses and mules; and I am in hopes that the large profits made 
in that business will lead to its extension. 


14. To facilitate the transport to those mines I authorized a grant of 400/. to improve 
the river trail from Cayoosh to Williams Lake ; and 400/. to open a trail from Quesnel 
to Caribou Lake, the charge, in both cases, to be defrayed out of the district reyenues. 


15. The remoteness of the Caribou mines, and the large assemblage of people there, 
have rendered it necessary to establish a gold escort for the conveyance of treasure from 
Quesnel to New Westminster ; and more especially with the view of strengthening the 
hands of the magistrates in those distant localities by the periodical exhibition of a small 
military force. This will put the colony to much expense, but I conceive it is an indis- 
pensable precaution that may prevent much future evil. 


16. There is nothing of much importance to communicate respecting the towns of 
Cayoosh and Douglas, except that they are both progressively improving. I authorised 
the grant of allotments of land to the Bishop of British Columbia, at those places, as 
sites for churches, and 200/. at each, in aid of private contributions for the erection 
thereof. The latter measure was adopted at the instance of the inhabitants generally, 
who represented that they had no building where Divine service could be properly held ; 
that they had contributed liberally towards the fund ; and that their own means alone were 
not adequate to the erection of Churches. In those circumstances, and as no other 
denomination of Christians were in the field in that part of the colony, I most cordially 
responded to the wishes of the public. 

17. I returned to New Westminster on the 20th of June; and in conclusion it only 
remains for me to add the gratifying intelligence that peace and good order prevail 
throughout the Colony. 

I haye, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, K.G., (Signed ) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&c. &e. &e. 


P.S.—An explanatory map is transmitted with this Despatch. 
J.D. 





Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 
Newcast_z, K.G. 


(No. 55.) | Victoria, Vancouver's Island, September 11, 1861. 
My Lorp Duke, (Received Noy. 2, 1861.) 

Apvertine to my Despatch, No. 50, of the 22nd ultimo, and to previous corre- 
spondence upon the subject of returns and accounts required from this Government, I 
have the honour to forward herewith the return for the year 1860, as described on the 
other side hereof, and I trust that the same may be found satisfactory. 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, K.G., (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&c. &e, &e. 





7 





PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 57 


) Axsrract of the actual Revenve and Exrenpirure during the Year 1860, divided under the different Britis 














| established heads of service. CoLuMBIA, 
. y : _ 
Asstract of the Revenve received during the Year| Assrracts of the Payments made during the Year 
7 1860. 1860. 
Civit. Civit. 
£ sd. £ s. d.| Establishments. Eee Set £8) dy Se 8a de 
Customs + a Ee - 80,416 7 O Salaries, fixed - - 5,190 7 Il 
Port and Harbour dues ~ - 5,485 18 8 Salaries, provisional and 
Land sales - - - = 11,075 12° 1 temporary = - - 9,179 19 2 
Land revenue - . - - 283 3 6 Office contingencies - 1,043.19 9 
Free Miners’ certificate - - 1,486 0 0 Allowances - - 1,018 9 4 
Mining receipts, general - - 807 5 4 : ———— 16,432 16 2 ‘ 
Licences, spirit and trading = - - 2,174 12 10 Revenue services, exclusive of esta- 
Rents, exclusive of land - - 430 0 38 blishments - — . - Col ei the 179° 5% 
Postage - . - - - 12ST) db Administration of justice, exclusive of 
Fines, forfeiture, and fees of court =- 562 9 4 establishments = = pe 194 1 3 
Fees of Assay office - - - 226° 171 66 Charitable allowances - - - 200 0 O 
Interest - - = = ~ 11 12 10 Police and gaols, exclusive of esta- 
Refund - - . - - 0 8 6 blishments - - - ; 492 14 O 
Miscellaneous receipts - - - 27414 5 Rent - - - - “ 38h Of 6 
Special deposits - - - AS Lo Transport 5; © ° - 1,263 9° 4 
ule tax = s - - 300. 08.0 Conveyance of mails - - - 4] 8 O 
——_—-— General expenses, exclusive of esta- 
Torat Cotontat REVENUE - - 53,826 11 5 blishments  - - - - $59 4 7 
Creation of bonds in aid of revenue - - - 5,200 0 O|] Miscellaneous services - - 817 0 10 
Loan to Vancouver island colony repaid - - 1,000 0 0} Surveys and explorations - 4 °1,685°15 8 
‘Advances to heads of departments, accounted for Refund - - 3 = 2 135 0 O 
(Civil) we a = - - - 19,633 1 arg nko d pe bridges - - ety 16 10 
Jorks and buildings - - te 35,726, 19) O 
Miritany. Redemption of bonds - - - 780 0 O 
Her Majesty’s Government = - ~ 90,706 0.0 peep 
Do. on regimental pay account - 3,810 0 0 Toran Coronrat Crvit ExrenpITuRE a0 47,17) 26S 
SO aeeG we 24,516 0 ©} Loan to Vancouver island colony - - - 1,000 0 O 
Advances to heads of departments, accounted for - 5,950 0 0] Advances to heads of departments (Civil) - - 20,133 6 1 
Miscellaneous receipts - - - - Ohrbr @ M 3 
Refund (Transport) - - - - - 2 0 6 : ILERARY: 
Colonial pay - - - = 11,929 3.2 
Exchange cashing drafts on Paymaster- 
General - - - - 383 2-0 
Provisions and fuel - - 6,780 12 1 
Works and buildings - “ - 1,493 2 5 
Roads, streets, and bridges - - 227 hs 538 
Stores and materials - - 160 010 
Transport - - - - TOTP DF 5 
Office contingencies - - - 219 O 
Toran Cotonrat Minrrary Exrenpirure - 20,968 17 7 
Advances to heads of departments (Military) - 5,950 0 O 
Colonel Moody, R.E., on regimental 
pay account - = = a 3,519 10S 
Exchange on cashing drafts, on regi- 
mental pay account - - - Ges Eee 
3,575 11 10 
Paid on account of Home Government - - 143 17 10 
Balance in hands of treasurer, 31st December 1860- 10,685 7 5 
Total . - : £109,628 3 0 Total " : - £109,628 3 0 
Audit Office of British Columbia, (Signed) WILLIAM A G. Youne, ¢ 
4th September 1861. Acting Auditor-General. 
No. 23. No. 23. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douctas, C.B.,,to his Grace the Duke of 
Newcast_ez, K.G, 


(Separate. ) Victoria, Vancouver Island, September 16, 1861, 
My Lorp Doxg, (Received November 2, 1861.) 
I wave much satisfaction in reporting to your Grace that the Colony of British 
Columbia continues in a tranquil and progressive state. 

2. The Gold Commissioners, in their last monthly reports, represent the continued 
exodus of the mining population from their respective districts towards the ‘Cariboo ” 
country; in speaking of which [ have adopted the popular and more convenient orthography 
of the word, though properly it should be written ‘* Cariboeuf” or Rein Deer, the countr 
having been so named from its being a favourite haunt of that species of the deer kind. 

3. ‘The most extraordinary accounts of the wealth of that gold field are received b 
every succeeding steamer from British Columbia; and those accounts are confirmed by 
letters from the merchants and traders of the district, and by fortunate adventurers who 
have realized, by a few weeks labour, their thousands of dollars. It would in fact appear 
that Cariboo is at least equal, in point of auriferous wealth, to the best parts of California ; 
and, I believe, the gold deposits of British Columbia wil! be found to be distributed over 
a far more extensive space. 

4. I am unable to arrive at any satisfactory conclusion as to the average daily earnings 
of miners in the Cariboo country, but some idea may be formed of the large sums realized, 
from the fact that 195 ounces of gold were taken in one day out of a single mining claim ; 
while ordinary claims yield as much as forty and fifty dollars a-day to the man: but 
perhaps the most telling circumstance is the high price of labour, which has attained to 
the extraordinary sum of ten dollars a-day ; and any number of men may find employment 
at that rate of pay. | 

V. H 
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Britis 5. The Cariboo gold district was discovered by a fine athletic young man of the name — 
CotumBia. of McDonnell, a native of the island of Cape Breton, of mixed French and Scotch descent, ~ 
~~ combining in his personal appearance and character the courage, activity, and remarkable 
powers of endurance of both races. His health has suffered from three years constant ~ 

exposure and privation, which induced him to repair, with his well-earned wealth, to this 

Colony for medical assistance. 7 

6. His verbal report to me is interesting, and conveys the idea of an almost exhaustless 
gold field, extending through the quartz and slate formations, in a northerly direction from — 
Cariboo Lake. 

7. The following well attested instances of successful mining at Cariboo may prove 
interesting, and will probably convey to Her Majesty's Government a more precise idea 
of the value and real character of this gold field than any mere generalizations, and with 
that object in view, I will lay the details, as received from the persons themselves, before 
your Grace. ; 

8. John McArthur and Thomas Phillips arrived here from Cariboo on the 17th of - 
August last, with nine thousand ($9,000) dollars worth of gold dust in their possession, 
being the fruits of three months residence at the mines. ‘They arrived there on the 1st 
day of May, and left again on the Ist day of August, having previously sold their mining 
claim at a high price to other persons. ‘Their largest earnings for one day amounted to 
five hundred and twenty-five dollars ($525); and no single day’s work yielded less than _ 
twenty-five dollars ($25). Both those persons have been mining in California, and are 
acquainted with its resources, yet they give it as their opinion that Cariboo, as a “generally 
paying” country, surpasses the best days of California. 

Mr. Patterson and brother arrived at New Westminster by the steamer of the 14th 
instant, with ten thousand dollars worth of gold dust, the produce of five weeks work at 
Cariboo. I personally inspected their treasure, of which they are justly proud, being the 
well-earned reward of their skill and enterprise. Mr. Patterson’s mining claim was on the 
Lowhee, a tributary of Swift River, and about 16 miles distant from Antler Creek. The 
ground was composed of gravel and many quartz boulders, and the depth to the bed-rock 
was from 4 to 6 feet, beyond which he did not attempt to penetrate, though the richest 
deposit of gold was immediately over the bed-rock. The largest day’s return from the 
claim was '73 ounces of gold, worth about twelve hundred dollars ($1,200); on another 
occasion he received '70 ounces at the close of a day’s work. The gold is in rough Jagged 
pieces, the largest found by Mr. Patterson was over six ounces; but on the next claim to 
his, a piece of ten ounces was picked up by the lucky proprietor. Mr. Patterson sold his 
mining claim before his departure from Cariboo, and is now returning to his native country, 
the United States, with the wealth he has so rapidly acquired in British Columbia, this 
being one of the evils to which the Colony is exposed through the want of a fixed 
population. 

10. The firm of Messrs. Levi and Boas, of New Westminster, have kindly permitted 
me to communicate the following extract from a letter, dated 27th August 1861, which 
they very lately received from Mr. Levi, the managing partner of the firm at Cariboo, 

‘* Hamburger went to Abbott, who used to be at Langley, and borrowed $2,000, I 
must let you know that Abbott and Jordon have one of the richest claims in the country. 
The least they take out a-day, three of them, is 120 ounces. ‘They have a flour sack of 
gold 14 inches high. They will make, til fall, 100,000 dollars a piece. Out of one littie 
crevice, while Hamburger was up there, he, Abbott, took 60 ounces out of it, and gold 
makes your eyes water, and you will never see a greater excitement as there will be next 
season, ; 

% * * * # tk 

“If you can send up such goods as we want, do so: as I will explain to you it is only 
5 or 6 weeks more that pack trains can come in here, and then we can get any price for 
them; besides which, spring, when there is a lot of people rushing in, and we the only 
ones which have goods. You bet I would soak intothem. The country is all right, there 
is more gold in it as there was in California; don’t say nothing to nobody.” 

11. I will not multiply these details, having said enough to show your Grace the opinion 
entertained by the public of the newly discovered gold fields, and of the probable influx 
of population from California and other countries which may be attracted by those 
discoveries. I need not assure your Grace that every precaution will, in that event, be 
taken to maintain the peace, order, and good government of the country, and to increase 
its permanent population: but it is impossible to repress a feeling of profound regret that 
so few of Her Majesty’s British subjects have yet participated in the rich harvests reaped 
in British Columbia, though there is certainly no country in the world that offers greater 
inducements to the labouring classes, or for the employment. of capital. The settler 
enjoys the peculiar advantage in British Columbia of an unfettered choice of the public 
domain; and may, without expense, or oflicial delay, select any part of the Colony he 
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pleases, as his future home ; the ultimate price of country land being in no case over fou — Brrmsa 
shillings and twopence an acre, payable by instalments, spread over several years. In , Covumsta. 
fact the system of no country can offer greater inducements to the settler and miner than 
the land regulations and mining laws of British Columbia. . 
12. The miners at Cariboo have, I am glad to inform your Grace, suffered no privation 
whatever from the want of food. Besides the large importations of bread-stuffs and salt 
meat packed in from Lillooet and Lytton, large droves of cattle have been sent to Antler 
Creek, where the native grasses are nutritious and abundant; and fresh beef is NOW selling 
by retail at 1s. 8d. a pound. A mining town of some note has sprung into existence at 
Antler’s Creek, and supplies of all kinds can be readily purchased. im 
The traveller who is prepared to encounter famine in its gauntest forms on his arrival 
at Cariboo, is not a little astonished to find himself in the midst of luxury, sitting down 
every morning to fresh milk and eggs for breakfast, and to as good a dinner as can be seen 
in Victoria. 
13. The great commercial thoroughfares, leading into the interior of the country, from 
Hope, Yale and Douglas, are in rapid progress, and now exercise a most beneficial effect 
on the internal commerce of the Colony. I have many other productive public works, 
indisperisable for the development of the Colony, in view, but I cannot undertake their 
execution until Iam made acquainted with your Grace's decision about the proposed loan 
- of money for British Columbia. iG 
14. There is nothing in the condition of the other districts of the Colony with which I 
need trouble your Grace at present; though it may be necessary soon to draw your 
Grace’s attention to a reported discovery of gold on Stickeen River, latitude 57° within 
Her Majesty's territories, north of British Columbia, to which some adventurers, trusting 
‘to the faith of the native Indians, who brought the tidings, have inconsiderately repaired. 
15. Should the report prove correct, it will be necessary to take steps for the govern- 
ment of the country, and to prevent the many disorders that will naturally arise from the 
absence of any duly constituted authority. 
16. I will not fail to exercise that power, should circumstances require it, until your 
Grace’s instructions are received. 





1 have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, K.G, (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&e. &c. &c. 
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Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Douetuas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 
Newcastte, K.G. 


(Separate.) Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, October 24, 1861, 
My Lorp Duke, (Received December 9, 1861.) 

In my Despatch of the 16th of September last, marked ‘ Separate,” * it was * Page 57. 
mentioned that a report had reached this place of deposits of gold having been found on 
the banks and flats of the Stikeen River, north latitude 57°, to the eastward of the 
Russian possessions, and within the limits of Her Majesty’s territories on this coast ; 
I, therefore deem it proper on this occasion to inform your Grace, that we have had no 
confirmation of those reports, nor any arrivals from that quarter. 

2. I have also to communicate to your Grace that the accounts from Cariboo are more 
than ever satisfactory ; and the numbers of returning miners with their rapidly acquired 
stores of gold, and the extraordinary fact, unusual, I believe, in gold countries, that they 
have all been eminently successful, offer the strongest confirmation of the almost fabulous 
wealth of that gold-field. I have not, indeed, up to the present time, met with a single 
unfortunate miner from that quarter. Of those whom I had occasion to interrogate 
during my recent visit to British Columbia, [ ascertained that none who held mining 
claims had less than 2,000, and that others had cleared as much as 10,000 dollars during 
their summer’s sojourn at the mines. It may, therefore, be fairly assumed, that their 
individual earnings range at some point between those figures. I should, however, 
apprise your Grace, that the large strikes of the season, such as the Jourdan and Abbott 
claim on Lowhee Creek, and Ned Campbell’s claim on Lightning Creek, the latter said 
to have produced 900 ounces of gold in one day, are not included in this category, as I 
have had no opportunity of seeing the owners of these claims, who are still in the upper 
country ; but [ will inquire into and report upon these special cases hereafter. 

8. The following extracts from my travelling note book may not be considered 
irrelevant at this time, when everything connected with the gold-fields, or tending to 
illustrate the true character of the colony, possesses an absorbing interest. . 

H 2 
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Britisx “Taurent Bijou, a native of France, left Cariboo on the Ist day of August. He 
Cotumbia. resided about one month at the mines, and has acquired 4,500 dollars worth of gold 
dust ;—says, he has not been so fortunate as many others, who are making as much as 
1,000 dollars a day. He has mined in California, but never saw a gold-field so rich as _ 
Cariboo.” 

“Joseph Patterson and brother, natives of Maine, United States of America, have been _ 
mining on Keithley’s Creek, and left it about the 10th of September. ‘They have cleared — 
the sum of 6,000 dollars between them, or 3,000 dollars each, in gold dust, which they 
carry about with them on their persons. ‘They report that as a general thing the miners 
are making from two to three ouncesa day. ‘They are well acquainted with Jourdan and 
Abbott’s claim, and have often seen them weighing out, at the close of their day’s work ; 
the yield on one occasion was within a few grains of 195 ounces, the number of working 
hands being at the time four inall. ‘That was their largest day’s return; but 80, 90, and 
100 ounces a day were ordinary returns.” 

“ Richard Willoughby, a native of England, discovered a mining claim on Lowhee— 
Creek, and began to work it on the 27th of July last; he continued mining with from 
four to seven hired men till the 8th of September, when he sold the claim to another 
person, and returned safely to Yale, where he now resides, with the sum of 12,000 dollars 
in gold dust. His largest day’s return was 84 ounces, and the entire amount of gold 
taken, during his tenure, from the claim, amounted to 3,037 ounces, valued at 48,600 
dollars, and his own share to the sum of 12,000 dollars. His last week’s work netted 
2,032 dollars, and for two weeks previously he cleared 1,000 dollars a week for each 
working hand on the claim; and what is extraordinary, is the fact that all this wealth was _ 
found immediately at or within four feet of the surface, the extreme of Mr. Willoughby’s 
sinkings. At that depth he encountered the Bed Rock, composed of soft blue slate 
yielding readily to the pick. He also mentions the discovery of a highly auriferous 
quartz reef; and he gave me a specimen of galena, containing, as per assay, 67 per cent. 
of lead, and 37 ounces of silver to the ton. He also mentioned several rich veins of 
silver ore, which he saw at Cariboo; but the inferior metals attract scarcely any attention 
in countries where gold is easily acquired.” 

“Mr. Hodge, an American, settled near Yale, held a mining claim on Lowhee Creek 
for about six weeks, and lately returned to Yale with a sum exceeding 2,100 dollars. 
His reports corroborate and confirm in all respects the statements of Richard Willoughby.” 

“Thomas Brown, an American citizen, claims the honour of having discovered and 
taken up the first mining claim on Williams’ Creek, just one claim below the Jourdan 
and Abbott claim, Mr. Brown has been fortunate, and has a heavy pouch of gold, but 
I did not ascertain its money value. He says, that “ Ned Campbell,” a friend of his, with a 
company of ten other miners, selected and recorded a claim on a newly discovered 
stream, called Lightning Creek, a tributary of Swift River, which yielded about two 
ounces of gold to the panful of earth; and that a report had reached Quesnelle previous 
to his departure, that the company, almost as soon as they began to work, had realized 
1,100 ounces in one day; and he places the greatest confidence in that report. Mr. 
Brown’s statement on all other points respecting Cariboo corroborates the statements of 
Mr. Willoughby. 

4. I am permitted to use the following letter from Major Downie, an old and successful 
Californian miner, several of whose reports on mining subjects I have had the honour of 
forwarding to your Grace ; it is addressed to — Macdonald, Esquire, banker and assayer, 
Victoria, and is dated Antler Creek, 25th September 1861. 

“T have just been talking to H. M. Steele; he says, he will do all he can for you with 
his boys; they are taking it out by the mule-load, so you may depend upon getting lots 
of dust when the boys come down. 

‘Your friend Mr. Norris is well, and I am writing this in his house. I am prospecting 
round to get claims for next season for Alex. and Jim Hood. 

“‘ California is nowhere in comparison to Williams Creek. 

“Keep good courage, and order a mint for next year.” 

5. I will now quote a few passages from a private communication of the judge, Mr. 
Begbie, dated Forks of Quesnelle, 25th September 1861, to the Colonial Secretary. In — 
allusion to the amount of gold dust in the hands of the miners at Cariboo, and the quiet, — 
orderly state of the population, he observes :—‘ 1 have no doubt that there is little short 
** of a ton lying at the different Creeks. I hear that Abbott’s and Steele’s claims are 
“ working better than ever—30 to 40 pounds a day each (they reckon rich claims as 
often by pounds as ounces now; it must be a poor claim that is measured by dollars,” 

# % % * * * 

“ On many claims the gold is a perfect nuisance, as they have to carry it from their 
cabins to their claims every morning, and watch it while they work, and carry it back 
again (sometimes as much as two men can lift) to their cabins at night, and watch it’ 
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while they sleep. There is no mistake about the gold. Steele is here; he says, they Brrrise 
took out 370 ounces one day. CotumBrA, 

“J was very glad to see the men so quiet and orderly ; old Downie looked really 
almost aghast. He said, ‘they told me it was like California in 49; why, you would 
« have seen all these fellows roaring drunk, and pistols and bare knives in every hand. 
¢ T never saw a mining town anything like this... There were some hundreds in Antler, 
all sober and quiet. It was Sunday afternoon, only a few of the claims were worked that 
day. It was as quiet as Victoria.” 

6. I will lastly submit for your Grace’s information the monthly report of Mr. Ball, 
assistant gold commissioner for the Lytton district, to the Colonial Secretary, dated 
Ist October 1861, which also bears upon the subject of gold mining, and is otherwise 
illustrative of the industrial condition of the country :— 

“] have the honour to forward for the information of his Excellency the Governor a 
collectorate account of the revenue of the Lytton district for the month of September. 

“The approach of the fall and the little mining going on at present has caused a 
stagnation of business. 

“There are many, however, who are only awaiting the commencement of the proposed 
waggon roads to locate pre-emption claims, and to make permanent improvements on 
those already located, with a view of making British Columbia their future home. The 
rich discoveries made in the Cariboo district, and the proposed line of roads, have 
established a confidence in the future prospects of the property holders of the Lower 
I’raser ; and all are well pleased with the prospect of the forthcoming season. 

“Tt may be interesting to his Excellency to hear of the almost fabulous amount of gold 
which was taken out of aclaim on Lightning Creek, belonging to a man named ‘ Ned 


Campbell.’ 





* Ist day - - - 900 ounces 
2nd day - - - 500 ,, 
3rd day ~ “ - 300 ,, 


and other days proportionally rich.” 

7. The Geld Commissioner for the Hope district states in his last monthly report, that 
there was a great deal of activity in the southern mining districts about Kamloops, and 
that the miners there are doing remarkably well. He also mentions the great want of 
mining supplies, especially flour, of which article not a single pound could, at the time, be 
purchased ; a circumstance which he much regrets on account of its baneful effects on the 
country. 

8. The reports of the other Gold Commissioners contain nothing of unusual interest. 

9. The information which I have thus laid before your Grace leaves no room for 
doubt as to the vast auriferous wealth, and extraordinary productive capabilities of British 
Columbia ; and with scarcely less probability it may be assumed as a natural consequence 
resulting from the marvellous discoveries at Cariboo, that there will be a rush thither 
and an enormous increase of population in spring. 

10. To provide for the wants of that population becomes one of the paramount duties 
of Government. 1, therefore, propose to push on rapidly with the formation of roads 
during the coming winter, in order to have the great thoroughfares leading to the 
remotest mines, now upwards of 500 miles from the sea coast, so improved as to render 
travel easy, and to reduce the cost of transport, thereby securing the whole trade of the 
colony for Fraser’s River, and defeating all attempts at competition from Oregon. 

11. The only insuperable difficulty which [ experience is the want of funds :—The 
revenues of the colony will doubtless, in course of the year, furnish the means, but 
capnot supply the funds that are immediately wanted to carry on these works. 

12. I propose, as soon as those roads are finished, and the cost of transport reduced, 
to impose an additional road tax as a further means of revenue, a generally popular 
measure and strongly recommended in the several petitions forwarded with my Despatch 
“Separate” of the 8th of October instant. I, indeed, acknowledge with gratitude the 
warm support which I have lately received from the people at large in carrying out 
measures of development ; a significant fact, showing that their feelings and interests are 
becoming every day more identified with the progress of the colony. 

13. I have in these circumstances come to the resolution of meeting the contingency, 
and raising the necessary funds, by effecting a loan of 15,0002 or 20,000/. in this 
country, which will probably be a sufficient sam to meet the demands upon the Treasury 
on account of these works, until I receive the loan which your Grace gave me hopes of 
effecting for the colony in England. 

14. In taking this decided step, I feel that [ am assuming an unusual degree of 
responsibility ; but I trust the urgency of the case will justify the means, and plead my 
apology with Her Majesty’s Government, especially as it is so clearly for the honour and 
advantage of Her Majesty’s service; and the neglect of the measures, which by a stern 
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necessity are thus forced upon me, might prove in the highest degree disastrous to the 
best interests of the colony. | 

15. Accustomed to exact obedience within my own official sphere, I know the im- 
portance of the rule ; but this is one of those exceptional cases which can hardly serve as 
a precedent,—and as I have always paid implicit attention to instructions, and in no 
case involved Her Majesty’s Government in any dilemma, I trust your Grace will 
continue to iplace that degree of confidence in my prudence and discretion which 
heretofore it has always been my good fortune to experience. 

16. I beg to enclose a rough sketch of the Cariboo country, showing its relative 
position with reference to Arrowsmith’s map of North America,* | | 


4 I have, &c. 
His Seas the abn of Shep? K,G., (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 





No. 25. 


Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Dovatas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 
Newcastt_g, K.G. 


(No. 67.) Victoria, Vancouver Island, November 14, 1861. 
My Lorp Dovkg, (Received January 13, 1862.) 

Mucu inconvenience. and loss have, ever since the formation of these Colonies, 
been occasioned by the want of a circulating medium of fixed and recognized value, 
equal to the business demands of the country. The scarcity of coin has been so great, 
and gold dust not being received for duties, that importers of goods have found it difficult 
at all times to make their Custom House payments, and, as is well known, are frequently 
compelled to borrow money for that purpose at exorbitant rates of interest, varying 
from two per cent. per month and upwards. Almost all the business of the country is 
transacted in gold dust of uncertain value, and it is easy to conceive the difficulty and 
inconvenience of adjusting payments by such means, when the holder and receiver are 
both alike subject to loss, and fearful of imposition. 

2. The effects of an over restricted monetary circulation are now, however, operating 
so fatally in both Colonies that it is indispensable to devise a remedy for an evil that is 
sapping the very foundations of our prosperity. ‘Too illustrate this fact, I would inform 
your Grace that at this moment there is an amount of gold dust in the hands of miners 
from Cariboo, residing at Victoria, exceeding one quarter of a million sterling; and so 
great is the present dearth of coin that it brings a premium of five per cent. and over 
when procurable, which is not generally the case, as men may be seen hawking bars of 
gold about the streets of Victoria, who cannot raise coin enough, even at the high rates 
of discount just mentioned, to defray their current expenses. The miners and other 
holders of gold dust are naturally incensed and refuse to submit to this depreciation on 
the value of their property, when they know it can be converted into coin for the 
moderate charge of one-half of one per cent. at the United States Branch Mint in San 
Francisco ; making an important saving to them of 45 per cent. ‘They are consequently 
leaving Victoria by every opportunity ; and it is most painful to witness a state of 
things which is rapidly driving population and capital from the country. 

3. It has been suggested that an issue of notes of varying values, guaranteed by the 
Government and payable on demand at the public Treasury would, by providing a cheap 
and simple medium of exchange, meet the evil; but independently of the general 
objections to a paper currency, its effect in banishing the precious metals, in producing 
unhealthy inflation and rash speculation, and the fluctuation in the value of the circulating 
medium, it appears to me that the ramifications of business are not extensive enough to 
retain the notes in circulation; they would therefore simply return to the Treasury, and 
soon exceed our means of payment. | 

4. This I conceive would be the inevitable result of an issue of paper in the present 
condition of the Colony, unless the notes were made a legal tender, a measure which I 
am not prepared to recommend. 

5. As a safer remedy and one more suitable to the actual circumstances of the Colonies, 
I propose to take immediate steps for the manufacture of gold pieces, equal in value to 
the 10 and 20 dollar American coins, and to bring them into general use as a circulating 
medium in both Colonies. 

This plan does not contemplate refining the gold, as the expense wonld be greatly 
increased by that process: it is merely proposed to bring it to a uniform standard of 
fineness, without separating the natural alloy of silver which to some extent exists in all 
the gold of British Columbia. 


The pieces will be prepared at the Government Assay Office, and will bear the stamp 








* The additional information contained in this sketch has been incorporated in the map at page 54. 
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of unquestionable character ; and I am of opinion that by making the gold contained in Brrrisn 
them of the full current value of the piece, without taking the silver into account, which Cotumpra. 
I propose should go as a bonus, they will not only answer as acheap and convenient 
currency within the Colonies, but also have the same exchange value when exported to 
other countries. 

6. It appears from experiments made by Mr. Davidson, a gentleman of large business 
experience, and agent for the Rothschilds at San Francisco, that the average fineness of 
Californian gold in its natural state ranges between 880 and 885, that is to say, in valuing 
the samples brought to him for sale, his calculations have been always based on those 
figures, and have never proved defective. ‘This shows that some simple process for 
roughly determining the value of Fraser River gold may also be arrived at; and that 
knowledge will facilitate its reduction, within 10 or 20 thousandths, to a uniform degree 
of fineness, in order that the pieces representing the same value may not vary in weight. 

7. All the machinery required for this purpose may be procured at San Francisco for 
the moderate sum of five hundred pounds, and without materialiy adding to the expense 
of the present Assay Establishment. Mr. Claudet thinks it will be in his power to 
manufacture all the pieces waited for the circulation of the country. 

8. I have submitted this plan for the consideration of the principal banking and 
commercial houses of Victoria, with the object of obtaining their views as to the probable 
effects of the proposed currency on the general business of the country, and more 
especially as to its exchange value when exported to pay for supplies: the single point 
which I think admits of any question, for in that case it would probably be treated 
as simple bullion. | 

9. It was clearly proved by the statements of those gentlemen, that the actual cost of 

importing coin from other countries ‘is rather.over 5 per cent., which they believe to be 
the actual cost of our present metallic currency. Not having had sufficient time for 
consideration they were not, however, prepared to give a decided opinion on the general 
measure, but they admitted that it would establish the value of the gold produced in 
British Columbia in the cheapest manner, and provide a metallic currency for the country 
at a cost of 4 per cent. less than is paid for imported coin, and offered no objections either 
to the plan or the basis of the proposed currency. 

10. If the principal banking and mercantile houses agree among themselves to receive 
this currency as a legal tender, no difficulty will be experienced in carrying the measure 
into effect ; and no reason exists why it should not receive their hearty support, as it will 
surely tend to their advantage, not only by the saving, as before shown, of 4 per cent. on 
the cost of importing coin, and the complete removal of the cause which is draining the 
country of wealth and population, but also in the numberless other ways by which the 
investment of capital serves to promote the general prosperity. 

11. I will only further remark that considering the great importance of the object in 
view, and the advantages expected from the operation of this simple and inexpensive plan 
of providing a metallic currency of character unsuspected and intrinsically equivalent to its 
stamped value, and therefore not subject to depreciation nor open to the objections 
which may be urged against a paper currency, I can hardly doubt that Her Majesty’s 
Government will in these circumstances withhold their approval, or object to my declaring 
it a legal tender, and causing it to be received at all the public offices within the Colonies 
in payment of duties and taxes; especially as there is no prospect of this currency being 
replaced by any preferable circulating medium until the produce of gold, by its abun- 
dance, renders the establishment of a branch of the Royal Mint in British Columbia a 
public necessity. | 
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I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, K.G., (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS. 
&c. &c. &c. 





No. 26. No. 26. 

Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Doveuas, C.B., to his Grace the Duke of 

Newcasttez, K.G. | 
(No. 74.) Victoria, Vancouver Island, November 30, 1861. 
My Lorp DvukE, (Received February 3, 1862.) 

I nave the honour to forward herewith the estimates of the civil expenditure of 
the Colony of British Columbia for the year ending 31st December 1862, framed as 
ciorely in accordance with rule as is practicable under the existing circumstances of the 
Colony. 

2. 1 have so fully placed before your Grace in other Despatches the exact present 
condition of the Colony, the recent discoveries of immense, auriferous wealth in the 
newly opened district of Cariboo, the almost certain large increase to the population in 
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consequence, and the general confidence established in the richness and future of the 


country, that it is not necessary I should revert to the subject here, further than to 


remark that I trust these circumstances will have their weight with your Grace in leaving 
me free, as heretofore, to devote the whole revenue of the Colony, after deducting the 


ordinary expenditure, to the important object of opening up the communications with — 


the distant gold fields, so as to cheapen the transport of provisions—a matter which just 
now demands all our energies, and absorbs all my attention. 
3. The large tract of country embraced in these new gold fields will cause a heavy 


increase in the civil expenditure in providing for adequate magisterial supervision. Such, 


however, is indispensable to the order and good government of the country, and I have 
consequently made provision for the same in the estimates. . 

4. In my Despatch of the 16th July last, “ Separate,” * I mentioned that I had found 
it necessary to establish a gold escort. In the accompanying estimates provision is 
consequently made for its maintenance during the year 1862; but as, from the great 
distance it has to travel, and the nature of the country, it has proved very costly, I 
propose to abandon the scheme for the present, if I can carry out one part of it, viz., 
that of periodically strengthening the hands of the magistrates in distant localities, in 
some equally efficient but less expensive manner. a4 

5. I have also, at the earnest solicitation of some of the subordinate officers in the 
different departments, made a slight increase to their salaries, ‘The additional charge 
upon the revenue caused thereby will be comparatively insignificant, some 600/, only, and 
in the end will, I believe, be fully repaid ; for the consideration thus shown may, I trust, 
render the present incumbents contented with their position amidst the many instances 
before them of suddenly acquired wealth, and will consequently seeure to the Govern- 
ment the continuance of their services now that they have, as it were, become remunerative 
by possessing a knowledge of their particular duties, With scarce an exception, none 
had any previous experience of public business, and all had to be carefully trained ; 
and here we have no field to select from to fill vacancies with qualified men, 

6. With the foregoing exceptions the estimates do not differ materially from those 
submitted for the present year, and I trust that they may meet with your Grace’s 
concurrence and approval, | 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, K.G., (Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS, 
&c, &c, &ce, 


COLONIAL ESTIMATES, BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Axstract of the probable Revenue of the Cotonrat | Apstracr of the probable ExprenpirurE of the 



































GOVERNMENT of British Co_umsia for the Year COLONIAL GOVERNMENT of British COLUMBIA, 
1862; showing also the Revenue (Approxi- for the Year 1862; showing also the ExpEnpDI- 
mate) for 1861. TURE (Approximate) for 1861. 
Estimated 
Pere Revenue Estimates Expenditure 
rom Approximate : . i 
Heads of Revenue. 1st January to ¢ a hes year ) Heads of Expenditure. for the year Pips. 
31st December 1861. 1862. a 1861. 
1862. 

1. Customs. £ s. d. ES 2 1. Establishments. £ 6." a £ s. “a, 
Duties - - - | 50,000 0 0 Salaries, fixed - 14,476 0 O 7,250 Dp 
Tonnage dues - - 6,000 0 O Salaries, unfixed - - | 18,454 O O| 15,800 0 O 
Harbour dues - 750 070 Allowances - - 1,000 10 O 550 0 O 
Head money - . 2,000 0 0 41,177 O O Office contingencies - 2.510 O° 0 2,000 0 O 
Inland navigation licences - 100 0 O 2. Revenue services, exclusive of 
Warehouse fees, &c. - 30 0 0 establishments - - 200 0 0 100 0 O 
Seizures - - - 100 0 O 8. Administration of Justice, ex- 

Roads tolls - - - | 10,000 0 0 6,676 0 O clusive of establishments - 1,800 0 O 100 0 O 
Excise duties - - 300 0 0 — 4, Charitable allowances - 700 0 O 426 0 O 

2. Land sales s “ - 7,000 O O 6,966 0 O 5. Police and gaols, exclusive of 

3. Land Revenue - - 500 0 0 801 0 O establishments - - 4,930 0 0 8,000 0 0 

4, Free miners’ certificates -} 5,000 0 0 2,339 0 0 6. Rent _ - - - - 216 0 O 200 0 O 

5, Mining receipts, general - 1,500 0 O 729 0 O 7. Transport . : - 7,315 0 O 5.000 0 O 

6. Licences, wine and spirit - 1,800 0 0 \ e718 0 of ® Conveyance of mails - - 1,500 O O “ 

1. Ditto, trading - - 1,300 0 O . 9. Works and buildings - - 7,500 0 O 8,500 O O 

8. Postal - - - - 150 0 O 128 O Oj 10. Roads, streets, and bridges - | 31,749 19 9 | 84,600 0 O 

9. Fines, forfeitures, and fees - 500 0 O 506 O O | 11. Miscellaneous services - 600 0 2,029 0 O 

10. Assayfees = - - - 500 O O 285 O O | 12. Redemption of bonds - -| 1,650 0 O} 3,852 0 O 

11. Rents, exclusive of land - 1,000 0 O 148 0 O | 13. Interest > ~ - 128 10 8 112 0 O 

12. Miscellaneous receipts - 100 0 O 155 O O | 14. Lighthouses - . - 800 0 0 1,350 0 O 

13. Gold escort - - -} 1,000 0 0 60 0 O 

14. Registration of deeds - 400 0 O 50 0 O 
Creation of bonds - . - - - 8,000 0 0 
Balance from 1860 - «| - - - 10,685 0 O 
Probable deficit - -| - - - 2,316 0 O 

£90,080 0 Oj} £79,369 0 O £90,030 O O |£79,369 0 O 
—_: = ~ ee 
Witiias A. G. Youne, 
Acting Auditor. James Dovatas. 


Audit Office of British Columbif, 
28th November 1861. : 
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66 PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Despatches from the Secretary of State. 


No. 1. 


Cory of DESPATCH from his Grace the Duke of Newcasrie to Governor 
Dovatas, C.B. 
(No. 26.) 
Sir, Downing Street, May 19, 1860. 

I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 24,* of the 17th of 
February last, on the subject of the grant of endowments in land to the clergymen of 
the principal Christian communities established in British Columbia. 

I approve of the grants of about one acre each which you have already made to the 
clergy of the Church of England and the Methodist Episcopal Church as sites for a 
church, school, and dwelling-house, and you will also be at liberty to make similar grants 
in all towns in the Colony where ordained ministers of the Gospel may take up their 
residence, and where congregations may be established and require their assistance; but 
care should be taken that the land shall be appropriated to the purposes for which it 
was intended, and that it shall be so conveyed as to be secure against the possibility o 
misapplication in future years. : 

Your further proposal, that free grants of 100 acres of rural land should be made in 
aid of every cure established in British Columbia, and not otherwise supported at the 
public expense, I consider to be open to serious objections. 

The experience afforded by other Colonies tends to show that where a clergyman in a 
new Colony has to depend on his land for his principal means of subsistence, he must, to 
make it answer, devote to it so much of his time as seriously to interfere with his 
usefulness ; unless he does this, the endowment becomes only an apparent, not a real 
provision for him. He cannot let it, because land in a new settlement is never, except 
under very peculiar circumstances, taken on lease, and to employ hired labour would 
generally be beyond the means of a clergyman so situated. 

For these reasons I am unable to sanction the measure which you propose. ‘The 
practice of making grants of land as endowments to livings in the Colonies has been 
generally discontinued for many years, and I much doubt whether it is not better for a 
clergyman to depend entirely on the liberality of his congregation than to be provided 
with an endowment which, though no substantial assistance to him, may be an excuse to 
such of his congregation as are disposed to withhold their aid. 

I am, &c. 

Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 

&c. &c. 


No. 2. 


Cory of DESPATCH from his Grace the Duke of Newcasrie to Governor 
Doveuas, C.B. 
(No. 27.) 
Sir, ; Downing Street, May 25, 1860. 

I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 25,7 of the 18th of 
February last, enclosing copies of a correspondence between Mr. Cridge, the District 
Minister of Victoria, and Mr. Duncan, relative to the formation of a settlement for Indian 
converts to Christianity, and in order to carry this plan into effect you propose to reserve 
several hundred acres of land in the neighbourhood of Fort Simpson. 

Subject to the stipulations which you suggest, namely, that the land should be 
conveyed to the Governor of the Colony for the time being, in trust for the use and 
benefit of the Indians, leaving them no power to alienate or dispose of it, I have to 
authorize you to take the necessary steps for the conveyance of the lands in question. 

I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
&c. &c. 
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af No. 3. Rigi 
Cory of DESPATCH from his Grace the Duke of Newcastiz to Governor an 
4 Dovetas, C.B. No. 3. 


(No. 36.) 
| _ Downing Street, June 26, 1860. 
I Ave received and read with interest your Despatch, No. 42,* of the 23rd of * Page 4. 
April, containing a general report on the Colony of British Columbia, and on the progress 
which has been made in opening up the country. 
I do not doubt that you cannot apply your attention to an object more important to 
the Colony than the improvement of its internal communications. 


Sir, 





I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
&c. &c. 
No. 4. o. 4. 
Cory of DESPATCH from the Secrerary or State to Governor Douatas, C.B. 
(No. 42.) 
Sir, Downing Street, July 19, 1860. 


I wave received, and have perused with much interest, your Despatch of the 23rd 
May, reporting the result of your observations during a late visit to British Columbia. t Page 6 
There is no subject of greater importance to a new Colony than the establishment of well 
considered regulations for the disposal of the public lands. I trust, therefore, that with 
the aid of your personal examination of the country, and of the extensive correspondence 
in which you have been engaged with Her Majesty’s Government, you will soon be 
enabled to communicate to me those full and matured views on this subject which your 
Despatch encourages me to expect. 

The sketch you have sent of the municipal institutions proposed for New Westminster 
seem very promising, and I am glad to infer that the town is ready to accept them, which 
is not always the case in a young Colony. 


I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) G. C. LEWIS. 
&c. &c. 
Nota. , : Nou 
Cory of DESPATCH from C. Forrsscurz, Esq., M.P., to Governor Dovetas, C.B, 
(No. 56.) 
Sir, Downing Street, October 26, 1860. 


I am directed by the Secretary of State to acknowledge your Despatch, No. 72, ¢ Page 14. 
of the 4th August last, respecting certain grants of land which you were desirous of 
making to the clergy of the four principal denominations of Christians in British 
Columbia, i.e., of the English, Roman, Presbyterian, and Methodist Churches. 

For the reasons already communicated to you, the Secretary of State cannot sanction 
the grants of rurai land which you still apparently advocate, but he sees no objection 
to your affording a temporary pecuniary assistance to Ministers of Religion in British 
Columbia from Colonial funds, if those funds are adequate for the purpose, and if you 
have sufficient reason for believing that such an appropriation of public money will not 
be unacceptable to the colonists. 

Charged as you are with the task of expending, on your own responsibility, the pro- 
duce of the taxes, it is peculiarly necessary for you to avoid the appearance of individual 
preference or partiality. I think therefore that the public aid given to Ministers of 
Religion should not be confined to any specified denominations, but should, if possible, 
be determined by a generally intelligible rule, which, while furnishing some security 
against useless or improper appropriations, will not suggest any distinction between 
ministers of different persuasions, who may be exerting themselves with equal earnestness 
for the good of the community. It might be required, for example, as a condition to 
any grant of money, that a memorial should be presented to the Governor, signed by a 
certain number or proportion of persons resident within a certain district, and either 
offering to meet the Government grant by certain immediate or annual contributions of 
their own, or stating that from some source or other such contributions had been made. 
This, however, is merely suggested by the Secretary of State as an illustration. He 
is fully aware that your own knowledge of the exigencies of the Colony, of the temper 
and wishes of the population, and of the ar unce to be derived there from religious 
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Brittss persons or societies, will enable you to choose your own course in a matter of detail — 
CotumeIA. more appropriately than he can do. 

But in any case you will take care to make it clearly understood that any assistance 
of this kind is temporary, and that if given in the form of an annual payment, all those — 
who receive it must not calculate on retaining it after it has ceased to be sanctioned — 
by the public opinion of the Colony, and consistent with other demands on the 








revenue. 
I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) C. FORTESCUE. 
&c. Ce. 
| 
No, 6. No. 6. : 


Cory of DESPATCH from his Grace the Duke of Newcastiz, K.G., to Governor 
Dovetas, C.B. 
(No. 66.) 


Sir, Downing Street, February 1, 1861. 
I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatches, marked ‘“ Separate,” of the 
*Pages22&27. Oth* and the 25th* of October last, giving an account of your recent journey through 
t Page 32. British Columbia. I have alsotreceived your Despatch, No. 95,7 of the 9th of November, 
inclosing a report by Dr. Forbes, of H.M. ship “ Topaze,” of the proceedings of the 
exploring party under his charge. 
I have perused these reports with much satisfaction, as containing interesting infor- 
mation on the advance the Colony has made, and as showing, so far as can at present be 
_ ascertained, the agricultural and mineral resources of the country. 
I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
&e. &c. 


No. 7. No. 7. 


Cory of DESPATCH from his Grace the Duke of Newcastize, K.G , to Governor 
Douauas, C.B. 


(No. 74.) . 
SIR, Downing Street, April 13, 1861. 
t Page 43. I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 7,{ of the 


26th of January, transmitting an approximate statement of the revenue and expenditure 
of British Columbia. I am glad to receive so favourable an account of the progress of 
the revenue of the Colony. 
I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. ( Signed ) NEWCASTLE. 
&c. &e. 





No. 8 


Cory of DESPATCH from his Grace the Duke of Newcastiz, K.G., to Governor 
Dovatas, C.B. 
(No. 77.) 


SIR, Downing Street, May 9, 1861. 

I nave the honour to transmit to you, herewith, the copy of a Memorandum on 
the subject of the protection of the Salmon Fisheries of British Columbia, which has been 
submitted to me by Mr. Ffennell, a member of a late Fishery Commission in this 
country. I also enclose copies of a subsequent correspondence with that gentleman, and 
I have to invite your attention to a subject which will probably, ere long, become one of 
some importance to the Colony. I have requested the Governor of Canada to forward 
to you the official documents bearing upon the matter mentioned in Mr. I*fennell’s letter 
of the 19th April, and in the meantime I enclose a report of the British Commissioners, 
which may probably afford you information that will be useful to you in legislating on 
the Fisheries of British Columbia. 

I have, &c. 
Governor Douglas, C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
&e. Ke. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 8. 
Memorandum on Satmon Fisuery, British CoLtumsia. 


Ir is suggested that the Salmon Fisheries should be placed under supervision as well as the land» 
to give security to private enterprise, and to prevent confusion of rights and waste, and that an area of 
water producing salmon is likely, as civilization progresses and commerce extends, to become more 
valuable by one hundred fold and more, than the same area of land. 

That the first step towards promoting the objects referred to should be the employment of a person 
of practical knowledge to review the rivers to an extent sufficient to enable him to report upon their 
capabilities, and to point out the steps which should be taken to prevent abuses before they have set in, 
and to suggest the modes by which a system of healthy enterprise may be promoted in the Colony. 

By adopting this course many persons fromg this country might soon be induced to embark in the 
salmon fishery of British Columbia, by receiving information which they would rely upon, if communicated 
on the authority of a person of practical knowledge, while at present they can only obtain fragments of 
information derived from persons in the Colony, whose attention has been attracted to the question by 
the immense quantities of fish which they see exist, and which a few have communicated, but are 
unable to offer any opinion upon the practicability of embarking in such an enterprise. The quantity 
of salmon which at present exist in British Columbia, and the extent of rivers producing them, is so far 
beyond anything which the waters of Great Britain and Ireland ever produced or could produce, that 
no idea can be formed at present of their relative value. 

The salmon fisheries of that Colony appear to be one of the resources of the country, which might 
be most readily brought into commercial development if measures were taken to promote it. 

Those fisheries are in their present state natural and unimpaired, but as population increases, abuses 
are certain to follow, as in Canada for instance, where the Government are now obliged to take up the 
question, and appoint officers to check the evil; whereas if timely measures be taken to prevent 
encroachments and destruction, much ultimate loss to the country may be prevented. 

The Government now possess those fisheries ; no real or assumed vested rights by individuals have 
been established, and it is suggested that now is the proper time to place them under the protection of 
the State, and that they may be soon profitably disposed of under judicious regulations to enterprising 
individuals, and thus bring a large revenue into the country, affording increased capital for further and 
more general operations of industry. 


(By W. J. Frenne, Esq., Fishery Commissioner, Ireland.) 


Enclosure 2 in No. 8. 
Sir, Downing Street, March 27, 1861. 
Tuer Duke of Newcastle desires me to thank you for the Memorandum which you have been 
good enough to furnish him on the subject of the protection of the salmon fisheries in the rivers of 
British Columbia. 

His Grace is fully aware of the importance of the object which you propose, and he is prepared to 
instruct the Governor to take steps for the proper preservation of these fisheries, but before doing so 
he would be glad to be furnished with the titles of any public documents with which it might be 
desirable to supply him for his assistance in carrying out the object in view. , 

am, &c. 
W. J. Ffennell, Esq. (Signed) C. Fortescue. 





Enclosure 3 in No. 8. 


Str, ; 2, Craven Street, Strand, London, April 19, 1861. 

Your letter of the 27th of March addressed to me here, with reference to the Fisheries of British 
Columbia, was not duly forwarded, I have been back and forward to Ireland, and thus the delay in 
replying to it has occurred. 

I would beg to refer to the following documents for the information of his Grace the Duke’ of 
Newcastle :— ; 

Fishery Acts, Upper and Lower Canada, printed in Quebec by Queen’s Printer. 
Report of Commissioners of Crown Lands of Canada for 1857. 
Report of Commissioners of Crown Lands of Canada for 1858. 
Report of Commissioners of Crown Lands of Canada for 1859. 
[I have not yet seen Report, 1860.] 

These reports contain much valuable information with respect to the laws enacted for the protection 
of the fisheries of Canada, the state the fisheries had fallen into, and the means now in operation for 
their regulation. ' 

I believe the salmon fisheries of British Columbia far exceed in extent and capabilities those of 
Canada, and that it would be highly expedient to place them under a system of State regulation before 
abuses creep in, with the view of inducing private enterprise embarking in their commercial develop- 
ment, and at the same time guarding against the establishment of abuses and improvident practices, 
which must tend ultimately to diminish materially if not totally to destroy a great natural source of 
wealth. 

The state of the Canadian salmon fisheries appears to furnish an example fully supporting this view 
of the question. 

Lam, &c. 
C. Fortescue, Esq., M.P. (Signed) Wittram J. FFEnNeLxL. 
&e. &e. 
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APPENDIX. 





PROCLAMATIONS HAVING THE FORCE OF LAW, 
Apprenpix No, 1. 
+¢ 
BRITISH COLUMBIA.—No. 23. 
Prociamation by his Excellency James Doveias, Companion of the most Honourable Order 


of the Bath, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of British Columbia, Vice-Admiral of 


the same. 


Wuerras, under and by virtue of an Act of Parliament, made and passed in the session of Par- 
liament held in the 21st and 22nd years of the reign of Her "Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled * An 
Act to provide for the Government of British Columbia,” and by a commission under the Great 
Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, I, James Douglas, have béen appointed 
Governor of the said colony, and have been authorized by proclamation prider the public seal of the 


said Colony, to make laws, Pee and ordinances for the peace, order, and good government of 


the same. 

And whereas it is expedient in some respects to alter the rates of duties of customs now leviable 
upon goods and other articles and things imported into British Columbia, and to make further pro- 
vision for the levying thereof. 

Now, therefore, I do hereby deciare, proclaim, and enact as follows, viz. :— 

Ist. That so much of the proclamation dated the 2nd of June one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-nine as imposes a duty upon the several articles specified in the schedule hereto, shall as to the 
duty thereby imposed be repealed from the 15th day of October next. 

2nd. That the duties specified in the said schedule shall be paid on the articles thereon specified 
from the said 15th day of October next. 

83rd. This proclamation may on all occasions be cited as the “ Customs Amendment Act, 1860,” 

Issued under the public seal of the said Colony, at Victoria, Vancouver Island, this 


twentieth day of August, one thousand eight hundred and sixty, in the twenty- 
fourth year of Her Majesty’ s reign, by me, 


(L.s.) 


By his Excellency’s command, JAMES DOUGLAS. 
Wituiam A. G. Youn, 


Acting Colonial Secretary. 


SCHEDULE. 
oS hs. Aid. £4.70 
Flour - - per barrel 0 3 13 Ale and Porter in 
Bacon, Salt and Dried Wood - per gallon 0 0 7 
Pork - per Ib. OS Pra} Wine in Wood an 
Beans - - per 100lb. 0 1 8 Bottle - per gallon’ 0 2 J 
Barley - - per 100lb. 0 1 8 Bitters - - pergallon: 0 2 1 
Butter - - per |b. 0 0 23 Blankets - per pair O 2 1 
Candles - per lb. 0 0 23 Cheese - per lb. O O 24 
Lard - - per lb. 6 AO. Opium - - per 1b.) 073s 
Rice - - per 100]lb. 0 3 13 Dried Fish - per lb. "Ore"eeaem 
Tea - - per Ib. 0 0 24 Salt Fish - per lb. O O O84 
Coffee - - per lb. 0 0 13 Chinese Medicated 
Sugar - ~ per lb. 0 a on Wine - per gallon 0 3 14 
Ale and Porter in Dried — Vegetables 
Bottle - per dozen 0 1 8 (Chinese) - perlb. O O 1 
Salt Vegetables (do.) perlb O 0 O04 
Gop SAVE THE QUEEN. 


Aprenpix No. 2. 





BRITISH COLUMBIA.—No. 29. 


Procramation by his Excellency James Dovcias, Companion of the most Honourable Order 
of the Bath, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty’s Colony of British 
Columbia and its Dependencies. 


Wuenreas, under and by virtue of an Act of Parliament, made and passed in the session of Par- 
liament held in the 2Ist and 22nd years of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, entitled “ An 
Act to provide for the Government of British Columbia,” and by a commission under the Great 


‘ 
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Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, I, James Douglas, have been appointed 
Governor of the said Colony, and have been authorized by proclamation, under the public seal of the 
said Colony, to make laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and good government of 
the same: 

And whereas the port of New Westminster is the only port of entry for goods in British Columbia— 

And whereas many persons have imported goods into British Columbia across the southern 
boundary thereof, contrary to law : 

And whereas it is expedient that all persons importing goods into British Columbia across the 
said boundary should be notified that such importation is contrary to law, and can be permitted only 
pending the completion of the communications in Pritish Columbia: 

And whereas the collection of the customs duties is rendered very expensive by the importation 
of goods across the southern boundary aforesaid, and it is expedient to impose a fine on such im- 
portation, to meet the additional cost of collection : 

Now these are to give notice— 

1. That no goods, wares, animals, or merchandize shall be imported into British Columbia which 
shall not have been entered at New Westminster aforesaid, unless the duties, tolls, and fines herein-after 
specified shall have been first paid to some duly-qualified officer of customs, and such officer shall 
have first granted to the importer a permit on behalf of such goods. . 

2. The duties and tolls aforesaid shall be as follows :— 

A. The duties at present imposed by virtue of the proclamations of the second day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine, and the twentieth day of August, one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty. 

B. For every fifty pounds weight avoirdupois of such goods, wares, or merchandize (and so in 
proportion for a greater or less quantity than fifty pounds weight of goods), one shilling; miners’ 
packs, carried by the owners and not exceeding thirty pounds weight avoirdupois, for each man’s 
load, being exempt from such duty as aforesaid. 

C. For every ton of such goods, wares, or merchandize, twelve shillings. 

3. In addition to the aforesaid duties and tolls, a fine equivalent to three per cent. on the market 
value of such goods, wares, animals, or merchandize shall be paid to such officer of customs—such 
market value to be calculated upon the market value of the goods, wares, animals, or merchandize at 
the place of collection. 

4, Any person wilfully evading or attempting to evade the payment of any of the duties, tolls, or 
fines, aforesaid, shall be fined treble the amount of the duties, tolls, or fines, or any sum not exceeding 
one hundred pounds, at the discretion of the magistrate. 

5. Any penalty under this Act may be recovered and enforced before any magistrate in British 
Columbia in a summary way. 

_ 6. This proclamation may be cited as the “ Southern Boundary Act, 1860.” 


Issued under the public seal of the said Colony at Victoria, Vancouver Island, this 


(L.s.) twenty-second day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty, and in the twenty-fourth year of Her Majesty’s reign, by me, 
By his Excellency’s command, JAMES DOUGLAS. 


Wiutuiam A. G. Youne, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


GOD SAVE THE QUEEN. 


Appenpix No. 3. 





BRITISH COLUMBIA.—No. 30. 


Prociamation.— No. 2, a.p. 1861. By his Excellency James Doveras, Companion of the most 
Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of British Columbia. 


Wuereas, under and by virtue of an Act of Parliament made and passed in the session of Parlia- 
ment, held in the 21st and 22nd years of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled “ An 
“ Act to provide for the Government of British Columbia,” and by a commission under the Great 
Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, I, James Douglas, have been appointed 
Governor of the said Colony, and have been authorized by Proclamation under the public seal of 
the said Colony to make laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and good government 
of the same. 

And whereas, by a Proclamation issued under the public seal of the said Colony, on the 4th day 
of January 1860, the price of unsurveyed land acquired by purchase or pre-emption under the 
provisions of the said Proclamation, was stated to be at such rate as might for the time being be 
fixed by the Government of British Columbia, not exceeding the sum of ten shillings per acre, f 

And whereas, by a Proclamation issued under the public seal of the said Colony, on the 20th day 
of January 1860, the price of agricultural land, surveyed by the Government surveyor, which ma 
or shall have been offered for sale at public auction and remain unsold, was fixed at ten shillings per 
acre, payable one-half in cash at the time of sale, and the other half at the expiration of two years 
from the time of sale. 

And whereas I have been empowered by Her Majesty’s Government to lower the price of country 
lands in British Columbia, in all cases, to the sum of four shillings and twopence (4s, 2d.) per acre. 
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Now, therefore, I do hereby declare, proclaim, and enact as follows :— 

I. So much of the said Proclamation of the 20th day of January 1860, as fixed the price of 
surveyed agricultural land at ten shillings per acre is hereby repealed. 

Il. The price of all unsurveyed country Jand in British Columbia, whether acquired by pre- 
emption or purchase under the Proclamation dated the 4th day of January 1860, shall be four 
shillings and twepence (4s. 2d.) per acre. 

11]. The upset price of all country lands in British Columbia exposed for sale at public auction, 
shall be four shillings and twopence (4s. 2d.) per acre. 

IV. This Proclamation may be cited for all purposes as the * Country Land Act, 1861.” 


Issued under the public seal of the said Colony at Victoria, Vancouver Island, the nineteenth 
day of January, in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, and in 
the twenty-fourth year of Her Majesty's reign, by me, 

JAMES DOUGLAS. 
By command of his Excellency, 
‘Wituiam A. G. Youne, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 
GoD SAVE THE QUEEN, ” ’ 


AppENDIx No. 4. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA.—No. 81. 


No. 31.—“ The Pre-emption Amendment Act, 1861.” 
[Repealed by subsequent Proclamation, No. 38, page 77.] 


Appenpix No. 5. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA.—No. 32. 


ProciaMation.—No. 3, a.p. 1861. By his Excellency James Dovucias, Companion of the most 
Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of British Columbia and its 
Dependencies, Vice-Admiral of the same, &c., &c. 


Wuereas, by virtue of an Act of Parliament, made and passed in the session of Parliament held 
in the 21st and 22nd years of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, entitled “ An Act to provide 
for the Government of British Columbia,” and by a Commission under the Great Seal of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, I, James Douglas, have been appointed Governor of the said 
Colony, and have been authorized by Proclamation issued under the public seal of the said Colony, 
to make laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and good government of the same: 

And whereas it is expedient to afford remissions in the purchase money of country lands purchased 
for actual settlement to certain officers of Her Majesty’s Royal Army and Navy in certain cases: 

Now, therefore, I, James Douglas, Governor of British Columbia, by virtue of the authority 
aforesaid, do proclaim, order, and enact as follows, viz. :— 

That from and after the date hereof Military and Naval officers in Her Majesty’s service, of the 
rank herein-after specified, who shall purchase country land in British Columbia, shall, subject as 
herein-after mentioned, and upon production of the certificate herein-after also mentioned, be 
entitled in paying for such country lands to the remissions following :— 


Field officers, of 25 years’ service, in the whole - - - - ~ - £600 
Field officers of 20 years’ service and upwards, in the whole - - - - 500 
Field officers of 15 or less years in the service, in the whole - - - - 400 
Captains of 20 years’ service and upwards, in the whole —- - - - - 400 
Captains of 15 years’ service or less, in the whole - - - - - -. 300 
Subalterns of 2U years’ service and upwards, in the whole - - . - 300 
Subalterns of 7 years’ service and upwards, in the whole - . - - 200 


Regimental staff officers and Medical officers of the Army and Navy shall be entitled, but Military 
chaplains, Commissariat officers, officers of any of the civil departments of the Army, pursers, chaplains, 
midshipmen, warrant officers of every description, and officers of any of the civil departments of the 
Navy, shall not be entitled to the remissions aforesaid. 

Kvery person desiring to take advantage of the remissions aforesaid, shall, before obtaining the 
same, produce to and leave with the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works for British Columbia, 
a certificate from the office of the General Commanding-in-Chief in England, or from the office of 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty showing that the setlement of the said person in a British 
Colony has been duly sanctioned, and showing also the rank, and length of service of such person, 
but nothing herein contained shall entitle any person to any of the remissions aforesaid, except such 
person shall at the time of purchasing, be either on half-pay or full-pay, unless the person purchasing 
shall have quitted the service for the purpose of settling in a British Colony, as herein-afier 
mentioned. R 

Every person who shall have so quitted the service for the purpose of settling as aforesaid, shall, 
before obtaining such remission as aforesaid, obtain a statement by the proper authority, to be made 
in one of the offices aforesaid, upon his certificate aforesaid, of the date of his retirement from the 
army or navy, for the purpose aforesaid, 
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The person so having retired as aforesaid, who shall have conformed to the regulations aforesaid, 
shall present his certificate aforesaid, to the Governor for the time being aforesaid, within one year 
from the date of his retirement aforesaid, and in default thereof, shall cease to be entitled to any 
remission. 

Provided always that every person obtaining a remission as aforesaid, shall not be entitled to a 
grant of the land in respect whereof such remission shall have been allowed, until he shall have 
obtained from the Governor for the time being of British Columbia, a certificate that he has been a 
bond fide settler in British Columbia for the space of two years. 

Provided, that until such person shall have obtained a grant as aforesaid, he shall be entitled to a 
location ticket to be issued to him by the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works in British 
Columbia. 

Provided, that unless the person holding such location ticket ‘shall obtain a grant of the land in 
respect of which such location ticket shall have been granted within twelve months from the expiration 
of the said term of two years, the land in respect of which such location ticket shall have been 
granted, shall absolutely revert to the Crown, and be capable of being sold, pre-empted or granted 
de novo. 

Provided, that no location ticket shall be granted, and no remission claimed unless such remission 
shall be claimed in respect of some specific land within two years from the date of such certificate 
from the offices aforesaid. ~ 

Provided, that the land in respect of which such remission shall have been claimed, shall not be 
transferable until a grant thereof as aforesaid shall have been made thereof. 

Provided, that the Governor for the time being of British Columbia may, in case of the death of 
the person entitled to the remission aforesaid, before a grant of the land aforesaid, by any writing 
under his hand, confer the benefit of the remission aforesaid to such child or children or other relative 
of the person entitled to such remission as he may think proper. 

Provided, that such child, children, or other relative shall enjoy the right to such remission to the 
same extent, and subject to the same conditions as the person so dying would have done had he lived. 


Issued under the public seal of the said Colony, at Victoria, Vancouver Island, this 
( us. ) eighteenth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-one, and in the twenty-fourth year of Her Majesty’s reign, by me, 

JAMES DOUGLAS. 
By his Excellency’s command, 
Wituram A. G, Youne, 


Colonial Secretary, 
Gop sAVE THE QUEEN. 





Appenpbix No. 6. 


No. 35.—“ The Pre-emption Purchase Act, 1861.” 
[Repealed by subsequent Proclamation, No. 38, page 77.] 





AppenpDIx No. 7. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA.—No. 37. 


Procramation.—No. 8, a.p. 1861. By his Excellency James Douetas, Companion of the most 
Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of British Columbia and its 
Dependencies, Vice-Admiral of the same, &c., &c. 


Wuenreas, under and by virtue of an Act of Parliament made and passed in the Session of Parlia- 
ment held in the 2lst and 22nd years of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, entitled “ An 
Act to provide for the Government of British Columbia,” and by a commission under the Great Seal of 
the United Kingom of Great Britain and Ireland, I, James Douglas, have been appointed Governor 
of the said Colony, and have been authorized by Proclamation under the public seal of the said Colony 
to make laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and good government of the same. 

And whereas, for the more effectually securing the title to and facilitating the transfer of real 
property in the Colony of British Columbia, it is expedient to provide the means of registering 
matters affecting the same. 

Now, therefore, I do hereby declare, proclaim, and enact as follows : 

I. There shall be established in New Westminster and in such other districts in British Columbia 
as may from time to time be nominated by the Governor by proclamation under his hand and the 
public seal of the Colony, offices for the registration of instruments, in writing, affecting real estate 
in the Colony, and the office at New Westminster shall be styled “The Land Registry Office,” and 
the other offices shall be styled the “ District Land Registry Offices,” with the addition of the names 
of the districts wherein the same are established. 

2. It shall be lawful for his Excellency the Governor to appoint by Commission under the public 
seal of the Colony, proper persons to perform the duties of the said offices, who shall be styled the 
*‘ registrars,” and also upon any vacancy in the said offices to appoint from time to time in like 
manner other proper persons to be the registrars. 
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Britis The registrar appointed at New Westminster shall be styled “ Registrar General of British 
Cotumpia. Columbia,” and shall have the superintendence of all the said offices. VA 
3. The magistrates in British Columbia may be appointed registrars pro tempore. 4 
Magistrates may be mM e . rs * 
appointed District 4, ‘here shall be provided at the public expense, houses or other places convenient for carrying on 
“strane. the business of the said offices, with all proper means for making and preserving the records and 
Places of busi- ; “ é A J ; a 
ness. Seals of registers herein-after directed to be made and kept, and also seals of offices with suitable devices, 
Office tobe | whereon shall be inscribed “ Land Registry Office,” with the addition of the name of the district __ 
keptandim- — wherein the same is situate; the said seals shall be in the custody of the registrars for the time being, 
pressions there- . : . : “f ; 
of to be taken to be used in their official capacity only, and they shall be responsible for the safety and the use thereof, __ 
judicial notice and judicial notice shall be taken in all courts of the impressions thereof without any evidence of — 
of. such seal having been impressed, or any other evidence in relation thereto, A 
Deputy Regis- 5. The “ registrar general ” shall from time to time by writing under his hand and official seal appoint 
trar. a deputy who may perform the duties of the office, but all the official acts of the said deputy shall be — 


in the name of the registrar-general, who shall be responsible for the same. ‘The instrument under 
which such deputy shall be appointed shall be deposited among the records of the office for public 
reference. And in case of a vacancy in the office of registrar-general, the deputy shall during 
such vacancy perform the duties of the office as the registrar-general and until a successor be 


ee ee al 


appointed. , 
Registrar’ 6. Before entering upon the duties of their offices, the registrars and deputy-registrar shall find 
nea =a good and sufficient bonds conditioned for the faithful performance of their duties, and’ shall take the 


oaths of allegiance and supremacy, and shall be sworn to the faithful performance of their duties 
before entering thereon. 
Salaries. 7. There shall be paid to the “ registrar general” an annual salary not to exceed the sum of 500/, 
to the deputy and registrars an annual salary not to exceed 3800/1, and an adequate remuneration to 
each of the magistrates appointed registrars. 


Date of open- 8. The office at New Westminster shall be opened on the Ist day of November 1861, and the other 
= heal offices shall be opened on the 28th day next after the proclamations of nomination respectively, and 


minster andin until the opening of the district offices, the registration of all instruments affecting real estate in 
the other dis- British Columbia shall be effected at the Land Registry Office at New Westminster. 


ae 9. From and after the nomination of a district and the opening of an office therein as aforesaid, all 
ins ° 


affecting real instruments affecting any real estate in the said district, shall be registered in the office of such 


estate in a district ° . 3 
areto beregis- | istrict, and in none other. 
tered in the dis— 


trict office when 10. The place of business of the said offices shall be kept open every day in the year, except 
FO pie Saturdays, Sundays, Good Friday, Christmas Day, New Year’s Day, and such other public holidays 
and fast days as are or may by law or proclamation from time to time be declared in the Colony, from 
the hour of 10 o’clock in the morning to the hour of 4 o’clock p.m. 

Registrationof | 11. It shall be the duty of the registrars, when requested, and upon the payment of the proper 


Office hours. 


instruments —_ fees, to register or cause to be registered all instruments in any manner affecting real estate situate 
affecting real oh i . . of Mie : : } : : : . 
as ae within their respective districts or the title thereto which shall be certified as hereinafter required by 


correctly transcribing or copying the same with the certificates endorsed thereon or attached thereto, 

word for word, letter for letter, figure for figure, sign for sign, and erasure for erasure, in books 
Upon the opening @PPTopriate to the titles respectively endorsed on such instruments. — ; 
of a district office 12, Upon the opening of a district office, a transcript of the registrations affecting real estate in 


a transcript of 


registrationsin that SuCh district prior to such opening shall be sent to the registrar of such district from the registrar 
di 1 7 . * . . 

tothe district general’s office, and shall be kept in such district office as part of the records of such office. 

et, 13. The registrars shall have the custody of and shall safely keep and preserve all the records, the 
iaervation of furniture and seal of their offices, but shall not be responsible if the same are lost, or destroyed by fire 

records, or other inevitable accident. 

To entitle in- 14. Before any instrument other than a decree, judgment, or order of a Court of Civil Jurisdiction, 


struments tobe jg registered, and to entitle the same to be registered in the said office, the execution thereof shall 


eo: first have been acknowledged or proved in the manner hereinafter provided, such fact of acknow- 
ledgment or proof shall appear by a certificate under the hand and seal of the proper officer or other 
person authorized to take such acknowledgments endorsed upon or attached to such conveyance, 
deed, or other instrument. 
Acknowledg- 


Br rete 15. ‘The acknowledgment or proof of execution of all instruments hereby authorized to be regis- 
of execution to. tered, if acknowledged or proved within the Colony, may be made to any registrar or to any person 
whom tobe | commissioned in that behalf by the Judge of the Supreme Court of Civil Justice of British Columbia, 
loreal q and if acknowledged or proved without the Colony and within the British dominions, may be made 
within the Bri. to any judge of a court, or clerk or registrar of any court having a seal, or to any notary public, or 
tish dominions, to any magistrate of any town or district within the said dominions, and if acknowledged or proved 


If acknow- without the British dominions may be made to any British ambassador, chargé d’affaires, or minister, 
ledged without . 


the British consul, or consular agent appointed to reside in the country where such acknowledgment or proof is 

dominions, made, or to any judge of any Court of Record having a seal, or to any notary public practising in 
such country. 

Judge of Su- 16. The Judge of the Supreme Court of Civil Justice for the time being may appoint by commis- 


preme fos to sion such and as many competent persons other than the persons before mentioned as may be 
appoint officers 


te take acknow. necessary for the accommodation of the public, to take the acknowledgment and proof of the execution 


ledgments- of all instruments in writing within the Colony which may by law be registered. 
Party acknow- _ 17. No acknowledgment of the execution of any instrument affecting any real estate within this 


iedging must Colony shall be taken unless the party offering to make such acknowledgment shall appear before the 
either be known 


toate takine Ollicer taking the same, and unless such party shall either be personally known to the officer, or his 
"f “Ree ; : . : 
acknowledg- | identity be proven by the oath or affirmation of a competent witness, and no certificate of acknow- 
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18. Acknowledgments and proofs of the execution of instruments entitled to be registered may 
for the purposes of this Act be made by— 
1. The party executing in person such instrument. 
2, The attorney in fact when such instrument is executed by an attorney in fact. 
_ 3, The secretary of any corporation when such instrument is executed by such secretary. 
_ 4, A subscribing witness to such instrument. 

Provided always, that no acknowledgment of any party executing in person such conveyance, deed, 
or other instrument shall be taken, unless in addition to what is required by Section 17 of this Act, 
such party acknowledge that he is the person mentioned in such instrument as the maker thereof, and 
whose name is subscribed thereto as a party, that he knows the contents thereof, and that he executed 


_ the same voluntarily, and no certificate of acknowledgment shall be valid unless in addition to what 


is required by Section 17 to be recited, it recites in substance and legal effect the facts required by 
this proviso. And provided also, that no acknowledgment by an attorney in fact shall be taken unless 
in addition to what is required by Section 17 of this Act, such attorney in fact shall acknowledge 
that he is the person who subscribed the name of (naming the maker) to the instrument, that. said 
(naming the maker) is the same person mentioned in the instrument as the maker thereof, that 
(naming the attorney in fact) knows the contents of the instrument and subseribed the name of 
(naming the maker) thereto voluntarily as the free act and deed of the said (naming the maker), and 
no certificate of such acknowledgment shall be valid unless in addition to what is required by 
Section 17 to be recited, it shall recite in substauce and legal effect the facts required by this proviso. 

And provided also, that no acknowledgment by the secretary of any corporation shall be taken 
unless in addition to what is required by Section 17 of this Act, such secretary acknowledge that he 
is the person who subscribed his name and affixed the seal of such corporation as the secretary to 
such instrument, and that he was first duly authorized to subscribe and to affix the said seal to the 
same, and no certificate of such acknowledgment shall be valid unless in addition to what is required 
by Section 17 to be recited, it recites in substance and legal effect the facts required by this proviso. 
And provided also, that no acknowledgment by a married woman shall be taken unless in addition to 
what is required by Section 17, such married woman shall be first made acquainted with the contents 
of the instrument and the nature and effect thereof, and shall acknowledge on examination apart 
from and out of hearing of her husband that she knows the contents of the instrument and understands 
the nature and effect thereof, that she executed the same voluntarily without fear or compulsion or 
undue influence of her husband, that she is of full age and competent understanding, and does not 
wish to retract the execution of the same, and no certificate of such acknowledgment shall be valid 
unless in addition to what is required by Section 17 to be recited, it recites in substance and legal 
effect the facts required by this proviso, And provided also, that no acknowledgment or proof by a 
subscribing witness shall be taken unless in addition to what is required by Section 17 of this Act, 
such subscribing witness shall acknowledge that he is the person whose name is subscribed to the 
instrument as a witness, and shall prove that (naming the maker) whose name is subscribed thereto 
as the maker did execute the same, and no certificate of such acknowledgment or proof shall be valid 


unless in addition to what is required by Section 17 to be recited, it recites in substance and legal 


effect the facts required by this proviso. . 

19. That upon the application of any person taking any grant, lease, mortgage or charge, under or 
by virtue of any instrument entitled under this Act to be registered, or of any person claiming under 
such last mentioned person, verified under the oath of the applicant, that any party or witness to 
such instrument residing or being within twenty miles of any office refuses to appear and acknow- 
ledge or testify touching the execution thereof, and that such instrument cannot be registered without 
such acknowledgment. or testimony, the registrar may issue a notice in writing requiring such party 
or witness to appear before him, and to acknowledge or testify. 

20. That every person who, after having been served with such notice as aforesaid, shall refuse or 
neglect to appear without reasonable cause assigned, or appearing shall refuse to acknowledge or 
answer upon oath or affirmation touching the matter aforesaid, shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding 20/. sterling, which may be recovered before any justice of the peace in a summary way, 
and for such damages as may be sustained by such party on account of such neglect or refusal; but 
no person shall be required to attend unless his reasonable expenses shall have been first tendered to 
him, together with a reasonable sum for his loss of time. 

21. That it shall be competent for the Supreme Court of Civil Justice aforesaid to issue a com- 
mission for taking the deposition of any subscribing witness to any instrument entitled under this Act 
to be registered, in the same manner as for taking the testimony of any witness in a cause pending 
before it; and that all the costs of such commission, and all directions for executing the same, shall 
be at the discretion of the said Court, regard being had to the general provisions of this Act. 

22. When any instrument authorized by law to be registered shall be deposited in the registrar’s 
office for registration, the registrar, or in the case of the Registrar General, the Registrar General or 
his deputy shall endorse upon the same the exact time when it was so deposited, noting tle year, 
month, day, hour and minute of its reception, which shall be considered the date of registration, and 
when the same shall have been registered, shall also note at the foot of the register or record thereof, 
the year, month, day, hour, and minute when it was deposited for registration, and shall sign the 
record thereof, and shall also note under his signature and seal upon each instrument registered. the 
book and pages of the book in which, and the time when, it is registered, before it is returned to 
the party entitled to the same, 

23. Brom the time any instrument affecting real estate, acknowledged anj certified as required by 
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this Act, shall be delivered to a registrar, or in case of the registrar-general to him or his deputy 


registrar for registration, all persons shall be deemed to have notice of the contents and legal effect 
of such instrument. J; 

24. No person, other than the actual parties thereto, shall be deemed to have notice of any instru- 
ment affecting real estate in the said Colony executed after the said Ist day of November 1861, unless 
the same be acknowledged or proved and certified, and registered pursuant to this Act, and every 
instrument hereafter made which shall not be acknowledged or proved, certified and registered pur- 
suant to this Act, shall be void as against any subsequent purchaser or incumbrance of the same real 
estate who shall have registered the instrument under which his title as purchaser or incumbrance 
arises previously, provided always that nothing herein contained shall be construed to impair the 
power of the Court of Chancery to grant relief upon bill filed charging actual fraud or conspiracy. 

25. Whenever any lien or incumbrance registered as aforesaid affecting any real estate shall be 
released, satisfied, or discharged, it shall be the duty of the person from whom such release, satis- 
faction, or discharge moves, to give to the person in whose favour the same is made an instrument in 


writing acknowledging the same to have been made, and such instrument shall be acknowledged or 


proved and certified as herein-before required. 

And if any person whose duty it is to give such release, satisfaction, or discharge, refuses or neglects 
for the space of ten days after being thereto requested by the party entitled to the same to execute 
and acknowledge such instrument, he shall be liable to a like penalty of £20 as aforesaid to be levied 
in manner aforesaid, and also for all actual damages occasioned by such neglect or refusal. 

26. No power of attorney when registered as required by this Act, shall be deemed to be revoked 
by any Act of the grantor thereof until the instrument containing such revocation acknowledged or 
proved and certified in the manner required by this Act shall be delivered for registration. 

27. The death, insanity, bankruptcy, or insolvency of any maker of a power of attorney, or the 
marriage of any female maker of a power of attorney, shall not be deemed to revoke such power of 
attorney as far as any real estate in any district in British Columbia is concerned until an affidavit of 
such death, insanity, bankruptcy, or marriage shali have been served upon the Registrar-General or his 
deputy, and the Registrar of each district in which such real estate is situate. 

28. It shall be the duty of every registrar or deputy registrar served with such affidavit, as last 
aforesaid, immediately to register the same in an affidavit book to be kept for that purpose, and to 
write on the pages of the register on which such power of attorney is registered, a note to the effect 
following “ alleged to be revoked by” (death, insanity, &c., &c.), see registered affidavit (page 
affidavit book volume 

29. Every instrument which shall be acknowledged or proved and certified as in this Act prescribed 
may, together with the certificate of acknowledgment or proof, be read in evidence in all courts of 
law and equity without further proof of execution. 

30. Copies of all instruments duly deposited for registration or registered in a registrar’s office 
certified by the registrar, or in case of the Registrar-General’s office by him or the Registrar-General’s 
deputy to be full, true, and correct copies, may, in the absence of the original, and if produced by a 
party not having the control of the original, be read in evidence in all courts of law and equity 
without further proof. 

31. The certificate of any officer authorized to take acknowledgments pursuant to this Act shall be 
prima facie evidence of the facts therein recited, but shall not be conclusive. 

32. Each registrar shall form and keep indices in separate volumes, in such manner as to afford 
correct and easy reference to the several records of his office. 

33. It shall be the duty of registrars, upon the application of any person set forth in distinct and 
specific terms in writing, to make searches for all instruments deposited and registered in his office, 
touching or affecting the real estate specified in such application, and to furnish a certificate of every 
such search, stating the names of the parties to such instruments, the dates thereof, the year, month, 
day, hour, and minute they were deposited or registered, and the book and page where they are 
registered. 

34, Tor the official services rendered by the registrars they are hereby authorized and empowered 
to charge the following fees, viz. :— 

For taking the acknowledgment or proof of any instrament which may by law be registered, for 
each signature of a party if more than one, four shillings, if only one signature eight shillings, 
including a certificate of acknowledgment of execution in both cases; for administering an oath, four 
shillings; for endorsing the time of depositing any instrument, and for noting the same in the record, 
and for endorsing the registration thereof upon every such instrument, two shillings ; for registering 
any instrument, for every folio of one hundred words and figures therein, each and every figure to 
count as a word, three shillings, fractions of a folio to count as a folio; for making in the indices the 
several entries of instruments registered, required by law to be indiced, for every such instrument, 
two shillings and sixpence; for the use of the records for inspection and examination by persons 
desiring to inspect the same, for every such inspection and examination at one time, one shilling; for 
making certified copies of all instruments, matters, and things deposited, and of record in the office, 
the same fees as for registering instruments; for every subpoena, four shillings; for every official 
ceruficate, four shillings; for registering plans, maps, charts, surveys, diagrams, schedules, drawings, 
and other writings, matters, and things not herein enumerated and mentioned, and for making cer- 
tified copies of any such, and for making searches, and for all other services not herein specified to 
be rendered by the registrars, such fees to be charged as may be agreed upon between them and the 
party requiring the performance of the same, and in case of difference the fees to be determined under 
the direction of the Judge of the Supreme Court, whose decision shall be final; for persons not con- 
nected with the office making for themselves transcripts or extracts from the records, no charge, but 
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the making of such transcripts and extracts to be allowed only subject to such rules as shall be 
established by the Registrar General as aforesaid, and which shall be suspended in the office for the 
information of the public. : 

35. It shall be lawful for the Registrar-General from time to time as he shall see fit, with the sanction 
of the Supreme Court of Civil Justice, to change the amount of any of the aforesaid fees, and to 
establish such other and reduced or additional fees as may be deemed expedient, provided that a list of 
all such changes and additions shall, when made and sanctioned, be laid before the Governor within a 
fortnight ; and provided also that a similar list shall be suspended in a conspicuous place in the Registrar- 
General’s office for one calendar month at least before the same shall come into operation, after which 
period it shall be lawful for the registrars to charge and recover such altered fees. 

36. The registrars shall not be bound to receive or register any instrument or furnish any copies, 
or make any search, or render any service connected with their offices until the fees for the same, as 
prescribed by law, are first paid or tendered. 

The registrars shall keep a strict account of all fees received in their offices, and shall quarterly pay 
over all such fees to the colonial treasurer, whose receipt in writing will be a sufficient discharge for 
the same. 

And such fees when so received by the said treasurer shall form part of the public monies belonging 
to the Colony. 

37. In the construction of this Act the following words used therein shall have the following 
meanings, unless there be something repugnant or contradictory in the context, viz.: “real estate” 
shall include lands, tenements, and hereditaments, whether corporeal or incorporeal. “ Instrument” 
shall include every deed or agreement in writing, and every judgment, decree, or order of any Court 
of Civil Jurisdiction in British Columbia. 

38. Nothing herein-before contained shall be deemed to apply to any instrument of whatever 
nature made before the said Ist day of November 1861, but any instrument made prior to the said 
Ist of November 1861, although not acknowledged or proved and certified as provided in this Act, 
may be registered in the offices of the said registrars, and all such last-mentioned records shall be 
_ made and kept in a manzer as nearly as may be the same as herein appointed for instruments of a 
like nature dated subsequently to the said first day of November 1861. 

And indices shall also be kept thereof as nearly as may be similar to those herein appointed for 
instruments dated subsequently to the said Ist day of November 1861, but all such records and indices 
shall be kept separate and distinct from the records and indices relating to instruments made subse- 
quently to the said first day of November 1861. 

And all persons shall be deemed to have notice of any instrument executed prior to the said Ist 
day of November 1861, which shall be registered pursuant to this section, from the time the same 
shall be delivered to the Registrar-General for registration. 

39. This Act may be cited as the “ British Columbia Land Registry Act, 1861.” 


Issued under the public seal of the said Colony at Victoria, Vancouver Island, the 
(Ls. ) twenty-sixth day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-one, and in the twenty-fifth year of Her Majesty’s reign, by me, 
By his Excellency’s command, 
Wituram A. G. Youne. JAMES DOUGLAS. 
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN. 





Appenpix No, 8. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA.—No. 38. 


Prociamation.—No. 9, a.p., 1861. By his Excellency James Dovetas, Companion of the most 
Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of British Columbia and its 
Dependencies, Vice-Admiral of the same, &c., &c. 


Wuereas, under and by virtue of an Act of Parliament made and passed in the Session of Parlia- 
ment held in the 2lst and 22nd years of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, entitled 
«An Act to provide for the Government of British Columbia,” and by a Commission under the 
Great Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, I James Douglas, have been 
appointed Governor of the said Colony, and have been authorized by proclamation under the public 
seal of the said Colony to make laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and good 
government of the same : : 


And whereas it is expedient to amend and consolidate the laws affecting the settlement of unsur- 
veyed crown lands in British Columbia : 


Now, therefore, I do hereby declare, proclaim, and enact as follows: 


I. The proclamation issued by me, under the public seal of the said Colony, dated the 4th day of 
January 1860, and the Pre-emption Amendment Act, 1861, and the Pre-emption Purchase Act, 1861, 
are hereby repealed. 


II. All purchasers of unsurveyed land in British Columbia, who shall have made their purchases 
subsequently to the 20th day of June 1861, and previously to the 27th day of August 1861, shall 
hold the land purchased under precisely the same terms and conditions of occupation and improvement 
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as are mentioned in the said proclamation of the 4th day of January 1860, with regard to lands pre-_ 
empted without purchase. init 


Ill. That from and after the date hereof, British subjects and aliens who shall take the oath of 
allegiance to Her Majesty and her successors, may acquire the right to hold and purchase in fee — 
simple, unoccupied and unsurveyed and unreserved crown lands in British Columbia, not being the 
site of an existent or proposed town, or auriferous land available for mining purposes, or an Indian ~ 
reserve or settlement, under the following conditions. shove aR 


IV. The person desiring to acquire any particular plot of land of the character aforesaid, shall 
enter into possession thereof, and shall record his claim to any quantity not exceeding 160 acres 
thereof, with the magistrate residing nearest thereto; paying to the said magistrate the sum of eight — 
shillings for recording such claim. . 


‘ or 
V. Any person in possession of 160 acres of land as aforesaid may acquire the right to hold and_ 
purchase any further tract of unsurveyed and unoccupied land aforesaid, over and above the quantity of 
160 acres aforesaid, and contiguous thereto, upon payment to the nearest magistrate of the sum of 
2s. Id. per acre for the same, as and by way of instalment of the purchase money to be ultimately 
paid to the Government upon the survey of the same land. ’ 


VI. Any person so paying such deposit shall enter into possession and record his claim to such last- 
mentioned tract of land, in manner herein-before prescribed. 


VII. The claimant shall in all cases give the best possible description of the land to the magistrate 
with whom his claim is recorded, together with a rough plan thereof, and identify the plot in question 
by placing at the corners of the land four posts, and by stating in his description any other land 
marks of a noticeable character. 


VIII. Every piece of land sought to be acquired under the provisions of this proclamation, shall, 
save as herein-after mentioned, be of a rectangular shape, and the shortest line thereof shall be at least 
two-thirds the length of the longest line. 


IX. Where the land sought to be acquired is in whole or in part bounded by mountains, rocks, — 
lakes, swamps, or the margin of a river, or by other natural boundaries, then such natural boundaries 
may be adopted as the boundaries of the land sought to be acquired, and in such case it shall be 
sufficient for the claimant to show to the satisfaction of the magistrate that the said form conforms as — 
nearly as circumstances permit to the provisions of this proclamation. 


q 
| 
: 
| 


X. If the land sought to be acquired be bounded by a claim, the line of such claim may be 
adopted by the person so seeking to acquire, notwithstanding any irregularity in such line which — 
may have been occasioned by the adoption of a natural boundary by the claimant of the adjacent 


claim. y 


XI. Where a ‘piece of land is partially or entirely enclosed between two or more claims, the 
claimant may acquire such enclosed piece notwithstanding any irregularity of form, or disproportion 
in length of any. of the sides. 


XII. The boundaries shall run as nearly as possible by the cardinal points of the compass. a | 


XIII. When the Government survey shall extend to the land claimed, the claimant who has 
recorded his claim as aforesaid, or his heirs or devisees, or in the case of the grant of a certificate of 
improvement herein-after mentioned, the assigns of such claimant shall, if he or they shall have been 
in continuous occupation of the same land from the date of the record aforesaid, be entitled to pur- 
chase the land so acquired, or in respect of which such deposit shall have been paid as aforesaid, at 
such rate as may for the time being be fixed by the Government of British Columbia, not exceeding 
the sum of 4s. 2d. per acre. ; 


XIV. When the claimant, his heirs or devisees, shall prove to the nearest magistrate by the evidence __ 
of himself and of third parties, that he or they has or have continued in permanent occupation of 
the claim from the date of record, and has or have made permanent improvements thereon to the 

value of 10s. per acre, the said magistrate shall grant to the said claimant, his heirs or devisees, a | 
certificate of improvement in the form marked A., in the Schedule hereto. : -- = 


XY. Upon the grant of the cetificate of improvement aforesaid, the person to whom the same is — 
issued may, subject to any unpaid instalments, sell, mortgage, or lease the land in respect of which 
such certificate has been issued, but no interest in any plot of land acquired in either of the methods 
aforesaid, shall, before payment of the purchase money, be capable of passing to a purchaser, unless 
the vendor shall have obtained such certificate of improvement as aforesaid. 


XVI. Upon payment of the purchase money a conveyance of the land purchased shall be executed 
in favour of the purchaser, reserving the precious minerals, with a right to enter and work the same in 
favour of the Crown, its assignees, and licensees. 


XVII. In the event of the Crown, its assignees, or licensees availing itself or themselves of the 
privileges (other than the taking of land required for roads) mentioned in clauses 25 and 26, a_ 
reasonable compensation for the land taken, wasted, or damaged shall be paid to the person whose 
land shall be taken, wasted, or damaged as aforesaid, and in case of dispute the same shall be settled 
by a jury of six men, to be summoned by the nearest magistrate. 


oO Cs Geen et 





_XYVIIT. Priority of title shall be obtained by the person who, being in possession, shall first record 
his claim in manner aforesaid 
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XIX. Whenever any person shall permanently cease to occupy Jand acquired in either of the 
methods aforesaid, the magistrate resident nearest to the land in question may, in a summary way, on 
being satisfied of such permanent cessation, cancel the claim of the person so permanently ceasing to 
occupy the same, and record the claim thereto of any other person satisfying the requisition afore- 
said. 





XX. All deposits paid in respect of such forfeited claims, and all improvements, buildings, and 
erections thereon, shall, (subject to the appeal herein-after mentioned,) on such cancellation, be 
absolutely forfeited ; and such claims, improvements, building and erections shall, subject to the appeal 
herein-after mentioned, be open to settlement by any other person. 


_ XXI. The decision of the magistrate may be appealed by either party to the decision of the Judge 
of the Supreme Court of Civil Justice of British Columbia, 


XXII. Any person desirous of appealing in manner aforesaid may be required, before such appeal 
be heard, to find such security as may be hereafter pointed out by the rules or orders hereinafter 
directed to be published. 


XXIII. The procedure before the magistrate and judge respectively shall be according to such 
rules and orders as shall be published by such judge, with the appropriation of the Governor for the 
time being of British Columbia. 


XXIV. Whenever a person in occupation at the time of record aforesaid shall have recorded as 
aforesaid, and he, his heirs, or (in the case of a certificate of improvement) his assigns shall have 
continued in permanent occupation of the same land since the date of such record, he or they may, 
save as herein-before mentioned, bring ejectment, or trespass, against any intruder upon the same 
land, to the same extent as if he or they were seised of the legal estate in possession in the same 


land. 


XXV. Nothing herein contained shall be construed as giving a right to any claimant to exclude 
free miners from searching for any of the precious minerals or working the same, upon the conditions 
aforesaid. 


XXVI. The Government shall notwithstanding any claim, record, or conveyance aforesaid, be 
entitled to enter and take such portion of the land acquired in either of the methods aforesaid, as may 
be required for roads or other public purposes. 


XXVIII. Water privileges, and the right of carrying water for mining purposes, may, notwith- 
standing any claim recorded, be claimed and taken upon, under, or over the sad land, so pre-empted 
or purchased as aforesaid, by free miners requiring the same, and obtaining a grant or licence from 
the Gold Commissioner, and paying a compensation for waste or damage to the person whose land may 
be wasted or damaged by such water privilege or carriage of water, to be ascertained in case of dispute 
in manner aforesaid. 


_ XXVIII. If any person, being already registered as a claimant, register a claim to any other land 
not being contiguous thereto, the land so previously claimed shall, ipso facto, be forfeited, and shall, 
with all improvements made thereon, be open to settlement by any other person. 


X XIX. In case any dispute shall arise between persons with regard to any land so acquired as 
aforesaid, any one of the parties in difference may, before ejectment or action of trespass brought, refer 
the question in difference to the nearest magistrate, who is hereby authorized to proceed in a summary 
way to restore the possession of any land in dispute to the person whom he shall deem entitled to the 
same, and to abate all intrusions, and award and levy such costs and daiaages as he may think fit. 


XXX. This proclamation may be cited as the « Pre-emption Consolidation Act, 1861.” 


(L.S.) 


Issued under the public seal of the said Colony, at Victoria, Vancouver Island, this 
27th day of August, in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
one, and in the twenty-fifth year of Her Majesty’s reign, by me, 


JAMES DOUGLAS. 


By his Excellency’s command, 
Wiuiiam A. G. Youna. 
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN. 


SCHEDULE A. 


I hereby certify that 
detailing any other evidence upon which the magistrate has come to his judgment) that 


of has made improvements to the extent of 10s. an acre on 
acres of land, situated at 
_ Signed, 
this day of 





has satisfied me by evidence of (naming the witnesses, and 


BRIvIsH , 
CoLuMBIA. 
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Appenpix No. 9. 


‘ 


BRITISH COLUMBIA.—No. 40. 


ProctaMation.—No. 11, a.p. 1861. By his Excellency James Doveras, Companion of the most 
Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of British Columbia and 
its Dependencies, Vice-Admiral of the same, &c., &c. 


Wuereas, under and by virtue of an Act of Parliament made and passed in the session of Parlia- 
ment held in the 21st and 22nd years of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled * An 
* Act to provide for the Government of British Columbia,” and by a Commission under the Great 
Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, I, James Douglas, have been appointed 
Governor of the said Colony, and have been authorized by proclamation under the public seal of the 
said Colony to make laws, institutions, and ordinances for the peace, order, and good government of © 
the same. rs 

And whereas it is expedient to increase the limits of the municipality, and the number of coun- 
cillors of New Westminster, and to extend the operation of the New Westminster Municipal Council 
Act, 1860, accordingly : i 

Now, therefore, I do hereby declare, proclaim, and enact as follows :— 

From and after the date of this proclamation, 

1. All that tract of land, which includes the piece of land described on the official maps of the said 
city as Block XXXVI. shall be included in the second part of the schedule of the said Act, and be 
deemed and taken for all the purposes of this Act as an integral portion of number One Ward. ~ 

2. All that tract of land, which includes the piece of land described on the official maps of the said 
city as Block XXXY. shall be included in the second part of the schedule of the said Act, and be 
deemed and taken for all the purposes of this Act as an integral portion of number Three Ward. 

3. All that tract of land which includes the piece of land described on the official maps of the said 
city as Block XXXIV. shall be included in the fifth part of the schedule to the said Act, and be 
deemed and be taken for all the purposes of this Act as an integral portion of number Four Ward. 

4. In addition to the councillors already provided by the said Act, there shall be elected, in the 
same manner and with the same qualifications as at present, one additional councillor for number 
One Ward, and one additional councillor for number Four Ward. . 

5. The “ New Westminster Municipal Council Act, 1860,” shall bedeemed and taken, and is 
hereby declared to extend and apply in all respects to the additional limits and councillors hereby 
created for the said city, as if the same had been originally included in the said Act. 

6. This Act shall be cited as the “ New Westminster Municipal Council Extension Act, 1861.” 
Issued under the public seal of the said Colony at Victoria, Vancouver Island, this 'Twenty- 

second day of October, in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and sixty- 

one, and in the twenty-fifth year of Her Majesty’s reign, by me, 
JAMES DOUGLAS. 


By his Excellency’s command, 


Wituram A. G. Youna. 


(us. ) 


GoD SAVE THE QUEEN. 


‘LONDON: 


Printed by Gzorcr E. Eyre and WILLIAM SporriswoopE, 
Printers to the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, 


For Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
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No. 1. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from his Grace the Duke of Newcastie, K.G., to Governor 
Sir James Doveuas, K.C.B. 
(Separate. ) 
Sir, | Downing Street, May 26, 1863. 
As the Act for the Government of British Columbia will expire at the end of the 
present session of Parliament I think it necessary to inform you of the course which it is 
my intention to pursue with respect to the future administration of that Colony. 

I shall, in the first place, propose to Parliament a Bill continuing the present Act 
for another year, and annexing to British Columbia what is at present the Stekeen 
territory. 

I shall also submit to Her Majesty an Order in Council, constituting a Legislative 
Council in British Columbia, in pursuance of the 3rd section of the Act of 22 Vict. 
cap. 99. ‘The power of nominating the members of this Council will, in the first 
instance, be vested in the Governor, but I wish it to be so exercised as to constitute a 
partially representative body, capable of making the wishes of the community felt, and 
calculated to pave the way for a more formal, if not a larger introduction of the repre- 
sentative element. I shall of course make you more fully acquainted with my views in 
this respect hereafter ; but I think it best to communicate to you confidentially the 
draft of an Order in Council, which I have caused to be prepared, but which may 
possibly be altered in some of its details before it is finally passed. 

I have, &c. 
Governor Sir J. Douglas, K.C.B. (Signed ) NEWCASTLE. 
&c. &c. 


No. 2. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from his Grace the Duke of Newcastiz, K.G., to Governor 
Sir James Doueuas, K.C.B. 
( Separate. ) 
Sir, Downing Street, June 15, 1863. 

I wave long had under my consideration the various questions which have arisen 
respecting the form of Government which should be adopted in British Columbia and 
‘elma ts Island ; and I have now to communicate to you the decision at which I haye 
arrived. 

I should have much desired, if it had been possible, that these two Colonies should 
have.formed one Government. I feel confident that economy and efficiency would be 
promoted, that commerce would be facilitated, that political capacity would be deve- 
loped, that the strength of the Colonies would be consolidated, and generally that their 
well-being would be greatly advanced by such an union ; and I hope that moderate and 
far-seeing men in both communities will be convinced of this, and will bear in mind the 


expediency of avoiding or removing all that is likely to impede, and favouring all that is 
14923, A 2 
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Barris likely to facilitate such a result. But I am aware that the prevailing feeling is at pre- 
Corumsia sent strongly adverse to such a measure, and in deference to that feeling I am prepared 
axD to take steps for placing them under different Governors, so soon as proper financial 

| api ~ arrangements are made for the permanent support of the Government. 

a With regard to Vancouver Island I think that a permanent Act of the Legislature 
should be passed, securing to the principal officers of the Government salaries at the 
following rates, which the importance of the Colony and the prospects of its revenue 
appear to render no more than fitting :— 





£ 

Governor - : - 3,000 
Chief Justice - - - 800—(to be 1,200/. when 

a lawyer is appointed. ) 
Colonial Secretary - - 600 
Attorney General - - 300, with practice. 
Treasurer ~ - Oe 600 
Surveyor General - - 500 


The initiation of all money votes should also be secured to the Government. 

When this is done I am prepared to hold the Crown revenue of Vancouver Island at 
the disposal of the Legislature of that Colony, retaining only such temporary power over 
the land as will enable Her Majesty’s Government to close its transactions with the 
Hudson’s Bay Company. When this is effected I shall be ready to transfer the manage- 
ment of the revenue to the Colonial Legislature. 

With regard to British Columbia, adverting to the magnitude of the colonial interests 
and to the steady progression of the local revenue, I should wish you at once to pro- 
claim a permanent law enabling Her Majesty to allot salaries to the Government officers 
of British Columbia at the following rates :— 


& 
Governor - - - - 3,000, with a suitable 
residence, 

Chief Justice - - - - 1,200 

Colonial Secretary - - - 800 

Attorney General - - - 500, with practice. 
‘Treasurer - - - - 750 

Commissioner of Lands and Surveyor General - 800 

Collector of Customs - - - 650 

Chief Inspector of Police - - a 500 

Registrar of Deeds . - - 500 


It will then follow to give effect to the enclosed Order in Council, which Her Majesty 
has been pleased to issue, in order to prepare the way for giving the inhabitants of 
the Colony a due influence in its government. I should have wished to establish there 
the same representative institutions which already exist in Vancouver Island; and it is 
not without reluctance that I have come to the conclusion that this is at present 
impossible. 

It is, however, plain that the fixed population of British Columbia is not yet large 
enough to form a sufficient and sound basis of representation, while the migratory element 
far exceeds the fixed, and the Indian far outnumbers both together. 

Gold is the only produce of the Colony, extracted in a great measure by an annual 
influx of foreigners. Of landed proprietors there are next to none, of tradesmen not 
very many, and these are occupied in their own pursuits at a distance from the centre of 
Government, and from each other. Under these circumstances I see no mode of esta- 
blishing a purely representative Legislature, which would not be open to one of two 
objections. Either it must place the Government of the Colony under the exclusive 
control of a small circle of persons naturally occupied with their own local, personal, or 
class interests, or it must confide a large amount of political power to immigrant, 
or rather transient foreigners, who have no permanent interest in the prosperity of the 
Colony. 

Por ehees reasons I think it necessary that the Government should retain for the 
present a preponderating influence in the Legislature. From the best information I can 
obtain I am disposed to think it most advisable that about one-third of the Council 
should consist of the Colonial Secretary and other officers who generally compose the 
Executive Council, about one-third of magistrates from different parts of the Colony, 
and abeut one-third of persons elected by the residents of different electoral districts. 
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But here I am met by the difficulty that these residents are not only few and scattered, 
but (like the foreign gold-diggers) migratory and unsettled, and that any definition of 
electoral districts now made might, in the lapse of a few months, become wholly inap- 
plicable to the state of the Colony. It would, therefore, be trifling to attempt such a 
definition, nor am I disposed to rely on any untried contrivances which might be 
suggested for supplying its place—contrivances which depend for their success on a 
variety of circumstances, which, with my present information, I cannot safely assume to 
exist. 

I have, therefore, thought it most advisable to have recourse in British Columbia to 
the tried machinery of a Legislative Council, with the intention, however, that the 
appointments to that Council, which by the enclosed Order you are authorized to make, 
shall be made, if not in exact accordance with the outline which I have traced, yet at 
any rate with the object of securing that at least one-third of the councillors shall be 
persons recognized by the residents in the Colony as representing their feelings and 
mterests. By what exact process this quasi-representation shall be accomplished, whether 
by ascertaining informally the sense of the residents in each locality, or by bringing the 
question before different public meetings, or (as is done in Ceylon) by accepting the 
nominee of any corporate body or society, I leave you to determine. I also leave it you 
to determine the period for which (subject to Her Majesty’s pleasure, which involves 
a practical power of dissolution,) the councillors should be appointed. What i desire 
is this: that a system of virtual though imperfect representation shall be at once intro- 
duced, which shall enable Her Majesty’s Government to ascertain with some certainty 
the character, wants, and disposition of the community, with a view to the more formal 
and complete establishment of a representative system as circumstances shall admit of it. 

I shall hold the proceeds of the Crown lands at the disposal of the Legislative 
Council, who will also be at liberty to pass laws for the regulation and management of 
these sources of revenue, subject of course to disallowance in this country, and subject 
also to the qualification which I have mentioned as indispensable in Vancouver Island, 
viz., that the Crown must retain such legal powers over the lands as are necessary for 
disposing of all questions (if any) which remain to be settled with the Hudson’s Bay 
Company—dquestions which, without such uncontrolled power, might still be productive 
of embarrassment. 

With these explanations, I have to instruct you, first, to proclaim a law securing to 
Her Majesty the right to allot the above salaries to the officials of British Columbia ; 
and having done so, to give publicity to the enclosed Order in Council, and to convene 
as soon as possible the proposed Legislature. 

I have, &c. 
Goyernor Sir J. Douglas, K.C.B. (Signed ) NEWCASTLE. 
am &e. 





Enclosure in No. 2. 
Bririsu Cotumeia. 


At the Court at Windsor the 11th day of June 1863. 


PRESENT: 
The Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty. 
Lord President. Earl Russell. Lord Privy Seal. Mr. Milner Gibson. 


Wuereas by an Act passed in the twenty-second year of the reign of Her Majesty, entitled 
“ An Act to provide for the Government of British Columbia,” it was declared lawful for Her Majesty, 
by Order in Council, to authorize and empower such officer as she might from time to time appoimt to 
adminster the Government of British Columbia, to make provision for the administration of justice 
therein, and generally to make, ordain, and establish all such laws, institutions, and ordinances as might 
be necessary for the peace, order, and good government of Her Majesty’s subjects and others therein ; 
provided that it should be lawful for Her Majesty, as soon as She might deem it convenient by any such 
Order in Council as aforesaid, to constitute, or to authorize and empower such officer to constitute a 
Legislature, to make laws for the peace, order, and good government of British Columbia, such Legis- 
lature to consist of the Governor or Officer administering the government of the Colony, and a Council 
or Council and Assembly to be composed of such and so many persons, and to be appointed or elected 
in such manner, and for such periods, and subject to such regulations as to Her Majesty might seem 
expedient: And whereas by an Order in Council bearing date on the 2nd day of September in the 
year 1858, Her Majesty was pleased to authorize such Governor or Officer as aforesaid to make pro- 
vision for the administration of justice, and as therein mentioned to make laws and ordinances for the 
peace, order, and good government of Her Majesty’s subjects and others in the said Colony: And 
whereas it is expedient to revoke the said Order in Council, and to constitute a Legislature for the 
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said Colony, consisting of the Governor or Officer administering the government thereof, and the | 


Ceraiees Legislative Council herein-after established. ¥ 
AND 1. It is hereby ordered by Her Majesty, by and with the advice of Her Privy Council, and in ~ 


rsuance and exercise of the powers vested in Her Majesty by the said Act of Parliament, or other- — 
a cts in that behalf, that the said recited Order in Council shall be and the same is hereby revoked: 5 
Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall be held to invalidate any act or thing done, nor 
any appointment made in pursuance or under authority of the said Order in Council, but that. every — 
such act, thing, and appointment shall remain of the same force and effect as if the said Order in 
Council were still in operation. 

And it is hereby further ordered as follows, that is to say: . 

2. In this Order in Council the term Governor shall mean the officer for the time being lawfully 
administering the government of the Colony of British Columbia. | 

3. There shall be in the said Colony a Legislative Council constituted as herein-after mentioned. 

4, It shall be lawful for the Governor, with the advice and consent of the said Legislative Council, — 
to make laws for the peace, order, and good government of the said Colony. 

5. The said Council shall consist of such public officers within the said Colony as shall from time to 
time be designated, and of such persons as shall from time to time be named by or in pursuance of any 
instructions or warrant under the Royal sign manual and signet, and of such other persons as may 
from time to time be appointed by the Governor by instruments to be passed under the public seal of 
the said Colony: Provided that every such last-mentioned appointment shall be provisional only until 
the same shall have been approved by Her Majesty through one of Her Principal Secretaries of State, 
and may be made to determine at a period named in the instrument making the same, and that the — 
total number of councillors shall not by any such appointment be raised above the number of 15: _ 
Provided also, that every member of the said Council shall hold office during Her Majesty’s pleasure 
only. 

6. The precedence of the members of the said Council may be from time to time determined by any 
such instructions as aforesaid. In the absence of such determination, the members shall take rank 
according to the order of their appointment, or if appointed by the same instrument according to the 
order in which they are named therein. 

7. The Governor, or in his absence any member of the Council appointed by him in writing, or in 
default of such appointment, the member present who shall stand first in order of precedence, shall 
preside at every meeting of the said Council. All questions brought before the Council shall be 
decided by the majority of the votes given, and the Governor or presiding member shall have an 
original yote'on all such questions, and also a casting vote if the votes shall be equally divided. . 

8. No business (except that of adjournment) shall be transacted unless there shall be present four 
members of Council besides the Governor or presiding member. 

9. The Council shall, in the transaction of business and passing of laws, conform as nearly as may be 
to the directions conveyed in that behalf to the Governor of British Columbia in certain instructions 
under the sign manual and signet bearing date the 2nd day of September 1858, until otherwise provided 
by us, and to such further instructions under the said sign manual and signet as may hereafter he 
addressed to the Governor in that behalf. 

10. Subject to such instructions the Council may make standing rules and orders for the regulation 
of their own proceedings. 

11. No law shall take effect until the Governor shall have assented to the same on behalf of Her 
Majesty, and shall have signed the same in token of such assent. 

12. Her Majesty may, by Order in Council, or through one of Her Principal Secretaries of State, 
disallow any law passed by the said Governor and Council at any time within two years after such law 
shall have been received by the Secretary of State, and every law so disallowed shall become null and 
void so soon as the disallowance thereof shall be published in the Colony by authority of the Governor, 

13. If any councillor shall become bankrupt or insolvent, or shall be convicted of any criminal 
offence, or shall absent himself from British Columbia for more than three months without leave from 
the Governor, the Governor may declare in writing that his seat at the Council is vacant, and imme- 
diately on the publication of such declaration, he shall cease to be member of the Council. 

14. The Governor may, by writing under his hand and seal, suspend any legislative councillor from 
the exercise of his office, proceeding therein in such manner as may from time to time be enjoined by 
any such instructions as aforesaid, and until otherwise ordered according to such directions respecting 
the suspension of public officers as are contained in the above-mentioned instructions bearing date the 
2nd day of September 1858.. And the Most Noble the Duke of Newcastle, one of Her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretaries of State, is to give the necessary directions herein accordingly. 

(Signed) Artuur Hewes. 


No. 8. No. a. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from his Grace the Duke of Newcasriz, K.G., to Governor 
Sir James Dovatas, K.C.B. 
(No. 35.) 
Sir, Downing Street, July 14, 1863. 

I rut«x it best to inform you that I am about to submit for Her Majesty’s 
approval certain instructions appointing the following officers to be members of the 
Legislative Council in British Columbia. 

The Colonial vaaan f The Chief Commissioner of Lands and 


The Attorney General. Works. | 
The Treasurer. The Collector of Customs. ; 


a 
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I think it also advisable to point out that as doubts may be entertained respecting the Brinsn 
binding authority of any proclamation issued by you subsequently to the date of the Corumsta 
Order in Council constituting a Legislative Council (viz., the Colonial Secretary, the _ ANP 
Attorney General, the Treasurer, the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, and the Mp 
Collector of Customs,) your first step in convening the Council should be to re-enact In = —— 
the form of an Ordinance any proclamation or proclamations which you may have 
issued after the above date, including the proclamation (if any) by which you may have 
paid the salaries of public officers. 

I have, &c. 
Governor Sir J. Douglas, K.C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE 
&c. &c. 


No. 4. No. 4 


Cory of a DESPATCH from his Grace the Duke of Newcastiz, K.G., to Governor 
Sir James Dovetas, K.C.B. 


( Separate.) 
Sir, Downing Street, August 1, 1863. 

Wiru reference to my Despatch, No. 35* of the 14th ultimo, I transmit to you * Page4. 
herewith instructions ¢ under the Queen’s sign manual and signet, appointing the follow- + Not printed 
ing officers, viz. : 

The Colonial Secretary, 
The Attorney General, 
The Treasurer, 
The Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, 
The Collector of Customs, 
to be members of the LegislativeCouncil of British Columbia. 
I have, &c. 
Governor Sir J. Douglas, K.C.B. (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
&e. &c. 





No. Dd. No. 3. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Epwarp Carpwe.i, M.P., to Governor 
Kewnepy, C.B. 
(No. 2.) 
Sm, Downing Street, April 30, 1864. 

I wave received Sir James Douglas’s Despatch No. 3, of the 12th of February, 
enclosing a Resolution of the House of Assembly of Vancouver Island, in which the 
House declines to pass the Civil List Act proposed in the Duke of Newcastle’s Despatch 
marked. “‘ Separate,” of the 15th June last.f 

I regret that the House of Assembly did not feel able to concur in the proposals 
submitted to it on this subject. 

Iam desirous, however, to prevent as far as possible the disappointment and incon- 
venience to individuals which this decision might occasion. 

It appears from the Resolution of the Assembly that the Crown land fund for the year 
1863 amounted to 4,500/., but that a considerable portion of this sum consisted of the pro- 
ceeds of sales effected in former years. ‘There may be sources of revenue, such as fines and 
forfeitures, fees of office, the proceeds of which the Crown could justly appropriate, but in 
the absence of any precise information on this head I can only authorize you to issue 
warrants for the payment of the salaries of the Governor and the Colonial Secretary, at 
the respective rates of 3,000/. and 600/. per annum assigned to them by my predecessor, 
out of any funds which may be under the direct control and at the disposal of the 
Crown. 

It will of course rest with the Legislature to make provision for the remuneration of 
the other officers employed under the Government in any way and from any source 
which may seem most appropriate to them. 

Besides the Civil List, Sir James Douglas’s Despatch raises a still larger and more 
important question, namely, the union of both Colonies under one Governor, though with 
some distinct administrative department. 

A 4 
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Enel, 1 in No.6. 















6 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE PROPOSED UNION 
On this subject I am desirous of having the benefit of your views as soon as you shall . 
have acquired on the spot sufficient experience and knowledge to enable you to form — 
your opinion, and to supply reliable information for the assistance and guidance of Her — 
Majesty's Government in considering the question. I shall in like manner ask Governor _ 
Seymour, to whom I shall communicate a copy of this Despatch, to furnish his views on _ 
the same matter, and I need scarcely say that it will not only be unobjectionable but 
highly desirable, that you and he should consult freely on the subject, although it will 
be the most convenient course that, ultimately, each should report to me independently, 
the conclusions which he may form on the subject. | 
I have, &c. 

Governor Kennedy, C.B., (Signed) EDWARD CARDWELL. 
&c. &c. 


No. 6. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Kznnepy, C.B., to the Right Hon. Epwarp 
CarpweL, M.P. 

(No. 14. Separate.) 
Sir, Victoria, March 21, 1865. 
(Received May 15, 1865.) 
I nave the honour to transmit a copy of Resolutions passed by the Legislative 7 
Assembly of Vancouver Island on the subject of union with British Columbia, and in 
doing so I will shortly trace their history. i 
They were introduced by Mr. De Cosmos, one of the members for Victoria, and — 
passed on the 27th January 1865, after a warm debate, by a majority of 8 to 4. 4 
It was thereupon alleged by the minority that the majority did not fairly represent 
public opinion, and to test this fact, Mr. De Cosmos, who proposed, and Mr. C. B. — 
Young, who opposed the resolutions (being two members for the city of Victoria), agreed 
to resign their seats, and went before their constituents for re-election, which resulted in — 
the return of Mr. De Cosmos and Mr. McClure, both advocates of union and a tariff, 
by a large majority. . 
The majority ot the House of Assembly in favour of wnconditional union with British 
Columbia is now, I believe, 11 to 4, and I have no doubt that a dissolution of the House 
would undoubtedly increase that majority by two more. 
I submitted these resolutions to the Legislative Council for their information, and the — 
majority present being ex officio members, resolved that it was inexpedient for the Council 
to express any opinion on the subject ; but two dissenting members, Messrs. Finlayson and 
Rhodes, recorded their views in the protest herewith. ; 
I am in a position to know that the majority if not all the ex officio members are in — 
favour of union, with some small differences of opinion on matters of detail, and that 
they refrained from a public expression of their opinion from a desire to avoid possible 
complication, and with a view to giving their untrammelled support to such measures as 
Her Majesty’s Government may deem most fitting, on a future occasion. ‘a 
The local Legislature of Vancouver Island have thus, I think, adopted the only : 
course by which the union of these Colonies can be satisfactorily effected, namely, 
leaving conditions and details, even to the form of government, to your decision. : 
I enclose newspaper copies of the debates on the subject, and will reserve my further 
observations for another Despatch of this date, in reply to yours dated 30th April 1864,* 
No. 2. 


> 


I have, &c. 
Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., ( Signed ) A. E. KENNEDY; 
&e. &e. &c. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 6, 
Vancouver IsLanpb. 
ReEsOLUTIONS REPORTED FROM ComMiITTEE, 25th January 1865; ConrinmEpD BY Hovsz, 
27th January 1865. 
Resolved, q } ; ‘ 
That this House, after having taken into consideration the present state of the Colony, is firmly — 


convinced that it is expedient at the present time to observe the strictest economy in the public — 
expenditure compatible with the efficiency of the public service. And that the immediate union 
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of this Colony with British Columbia, under such Constitution as Her Majesty’s Government may be 
pleased to grant, is the means best adapted to prevent permanent causes of depression, as well as to 
stimulate trade, foster industry, develop our resources, augment our population, and ensure our 


BRITISH 
CoLuMBIA 
AND 


permanent prosperity; and this House pledges itself, in case Her Majesty’s Government shall VANCOUVER 


grant such union, to ratify the same by legislative enactment, if required. 
Resolved,— 


That the above resolution be transmitted to his Excellency the Governor, with the respectful 
request that he may take the same into his earnest and immediate consideration. 
(Signed) R. W. Torrens, 
Clerk of the House. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 6. 


VANCOUVER IsLAND. 
Extract from the Minutes of the Lecistarive Councit, 2nd March 1865. 


Mr. Finlayson, pursuant to notice, introduced the following resolutions, which were seconded by 
the Hon. Henry Rhodes :— 


1. That Her most Gracious Majesty may be requested to annex the Colony of Vancouver Island 
to the Colony of British Columbia. 

2. ‘That Her most Gracious Majesty may be pleased to direct the passage of an Act of the Imperial 
Parliament to provide a constitutional mode of Government, with representation on the basis of popula- 
tion to the British possessions in the North Pacific. 


_ The Treasurer handed in the following amendment to the proposed resolutions of the Hon. R. 
Finlayson :— 

“ That this Council regards it as undesirable to express an opinion as to the expediency or otherwise 
of uniting the Colonies of Vancouver Island and British Columbia.” 

The chairman having put the amendment of the Treasurer, the following were the Ayes and Noes :— 
For the amendment—The Acting Colonial Secretary, the Acting Attorney General, the Treasurer, 


the Acting Surveyor General. Against the amendment—The Hon. R. Finlayson, the Hon. Henry 
Rhodes. 


Amendment carried. 
The Hon. Henry Rhodes gave notice that he would hand in a protest against the resolution. 





Enclosure 3 in No. 6. 
Vancouver IsLanp. 
Extract fromthe Minutes of the LecistativE Councit, 6th March 1866. 


The Hon. Henry Rhodes handed in the following protest, which was ordered to be placed on the 
minutes :— 

To the Honourable the President of the Legislative Council. 

We, the undersigned, being the only unofficial members of the Legislative Council present at the 
meeting on the 2nd instant, and being merchants in the city of Victoria, do protest against the 
resolution of the Legislative Council in regard to the union resolutions which then came up for 
discussion. 

Because, 

Ist. The resolution—* That the Council regard it as undesirable to express an opinion as to the 
“« expediency or otherwise of uniting the Colonies of Vancouver Island and British Columbia” was 
carried by the official members of the Council only, who are at all times the majority of the said 
Council. 

2nd. We consider it unwise and impolitic to postpone indefinitely the consideration of the subject, 
for the reason that we know the feeling of the Colony to be in favour of union of the Colonies, and that 
since the question has been so thoroughly considered recently and the entire community agitated upon 
the subject, the present is the most desirable time for decisive action in the matter. 

That the postponement of the settlement of the question will greatly disturb commerce, prevent 
enterprise, and do much injury to both Colonies, while on the other hand the sooner the question is 
settled the better it must be for all the interests of both Colonies. 


(Signed) Henry Ruopes, 
Ropx, Fintayson. 


14923, B 


ISLAND. 





Encl.2 in No.6. 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 6. 


Housr or AsseMBLY, Wednesday, January 25th. 


House met at 3.15 p.m. Members present—Messrs. De Cosmos, Franklin, Young, Trimble, Tolmie, 
Dickson, Southgate, Duncan, Cochrane, Burnaby, Carswell, Bayley, Dennes. 


State of the Colony. 


Mr. De Cosmos said he would ask that the committee have leave to consider the internal condition 
of the Colony. 

Mr. Burnaby asked the hon. senior member for Victoria to lay before the House the resolutions he 
had prepared. 

Mr. De Cosmos replied that he was then re-writing them. 

Mr. Young said a great deal of irrelevant matter had been delivered in the House on this question of 
the state of the Colony. The state of the Colony was all right, but the state of some men’s heads was 
all wrong. The great want in the Colony was population. (Hear, hear.) As for the revenue he was 
vain enough to assume the reins of Chancellor of the Exchequer for the moment, and show how it 
might be raised by a proper system of taxation. A great deal had been said about a tariff, but we 
would see what good it would do. The hon. gentleman alluded to lumberers not being benefited by a 
tariff, nor tailors and shoemakers, &c., who had now as much as they could do; he also alluded 
to a brewer who was the greatest protectionist in the Colony, but who would not get his 
grain any cheaper with a 20 per cent. tariff. The position of this Colony was such as 
to make it a great commercial emporium, and it was such already. It was asked how we were 
to get the gold of British Columbia. Why, by going to dig it out, as so many of our people did. As 
to the estimates asked for, if we thought them too large, all we had to do was not to vote them ; and 
he could not see any reason why they should be larger this year than last. .As to customs, the cost 
of collecting would be enormous, to prevent the smuggling, for which such great facilities were afforded 
by our numerous bays and inlets. What was to hinder our farmers from competing with foreign 
farmers? Why, because they had not the land. This was destined to be a mineral country, not an 
agricultural. He could not see in any way how this Colony was to be benefited by taxation. If a man 
pays 20 per cent. more taxation, how can it benefit him? Suppose a man paid $10 for a coat last year, 
and this year has to pay $12 for the same, what is his advantage? He thought $150,000 could be 
struck off the estimates very easily, by dispensing with lazy clerks who did nothing, and constables who 
played euehre in public houses and such like. He certainly could not see the benefits of a tariff, and 
would, therefore, do all he could to oppose it. 

Mr. De Cosmos submitted the following resolutions to the committee— 

RESOLVED :— 

That this House, after having taken into consideration the present state of the Colony, is firmly con- 
vinced that it is expedient at the present time to observe the strictest economy in the public 
expenditure compatible with the efficiency of the public service ; and that the immediate union 
of this Colony with British Columbia, under such constitution as Her Majesty’s Government may 
be pleased to grant, is the means best adapted to prevent permanent causes of depression, as well 
as to stimulate trade, foster industry, develop our resources, augment our population, and ensure 
our permanent prosperity; and this House pledges itself, in case Her Majesty’s Government shall 
grant such union, to ratify the same by legislative enactments if required. 

REsOLVED,— 

That the above resolution be transmitted to his Excellency the Governor, with the respectful request 
that he may take the same into his earnest and immediate consideration. 

Mr. Burnaby said he had hailed the resolutions with satisfaction on their first appearance as connected 
with the consideration of the estimates. ‘These estimates were, he must confess, rather startling in 
amount in proportion to the reyenue of the Colony. (Much of this hon. gentleman’s speech was 
inaudible at the reporter’s table.) He was sorry to hear some people, who had fomerly held different — 
opinions, say that, even if the country stood alone as a separate Colony the system of taxation must be 
changed and a tariff imposed (no, no). If we stand alone as a Colony we must stand in a respectable and 
honourable position before the world. We must pay our Governor's salary, and maintain a proper 
establishment. We must persist in our system of direct taxation. He was free to admit that taxation 
here was very unequally divided, and would wish to see it arranged so as to touch all classes; but if we 
stood alone we must have direct taxation (hear, hear). Some two years ago at the general election a 
pledge was exacted from nearly every hon. member of this House in favour of the free port, and they could 
not have got in without it. At that time also the union question had come up, and he (Mr. Burnaby) 
had entertained and expressed the views that we were not prepared for union. His views of that date 
as to the free port and union were unchanged, and his faith in the resources of the Colony were still as 
strong as ever. Since that period gold had been discovered on the Island; it had got to be developed, 
but it was here beyond a doubt. Again the new district of Kootenay in British Columbia was pro- 
nounced to be highly productive. We had been told that the free port was a failure. He respactiilla 
demurred to that proposition. ‘True a great depression had existed here for some time. During the 
whole of last year a most Severe financial pressure had been felt in England. In California, in addition 
to drought and hard winter, a severe prostration had occurred in mining affairs. Again in British 
Columbia vast’sums had been expended in works, trade, mining, &c., which had not produced as yet 
the remaneration which was expected. All this had, toa certain extent, caused a temporary depression, and 
he was sorry to say that the temporary stagnation and depression had been turned to a bad account by what 
he might term a sort of assiduous journalism. The free port had been gradually and cautiously attacked 
during the last nine months. Theattack commenced first by letters in the papers, followed by sly insinua- 
tions against the policy of free trade ; the country had to be inoculated with the feeling, and he must admit 
it had been well and skilfully done. All the troubles and depression in the Colony had been carefully 
attributed to it, and now the remedy proposed was the imposition of a tariff. This change in publie 
opinion, which the hon. senior member for Victoria dignified by the title of a great revolution, he 


OF BRITISH COLUMBIA AND VANCOUVER ISLAND. 9 


maintained was made without reason. ‘The hon. member who had introduced the resolution had dwelt Brittsn 
at some length on the danger of our present position ; that in ourselves we had no resources outside Cotumpra 
the trade of British Columbia, and no position of importance (hear, hear). Those engaged in trade AND 
here had been taunted that they had not properly developed the trade and commerce of the country. VANcouveR 
He would remind hon. gentlemen that the action of the House.was the best proof of the wisdom of Istanp. 
our merchants in not accepting the free port as a fixed and permanent fact. The free port required to er 
be firmly established before our merchants would import large stocks of goods suitable for distant 

and foreign markets; they could not be expected to do so, if they thought they would be liable 

to a duty in six months or a year. So long as there was a possibility of a change in the public 

mind on the free port, much would not be done towards making this a great distributing centre, 

The House had two positions before it: one was that of absolute independence coupled with a 

free port, and a resolution to carry out the policy at all costs and every risk and in a dignified 

manner, trusting to the hope afforded by our geographical position that we would ultimately become 

a great distributing port. He took his stand on the free port, and he would continue to stand on that 

policy so long as the country would support him. This was the opinion of ail the merchants in the com- 

munity and of our neighbours in California. He did not fear the imposition of a differential duty of 7 or 

10 per cent. by British Columbia. If necessary, our merchants here could establish branches at New West- 

minster, but here was the depot, the open free port, the locus standi of the capital. Ifthe country should 

decide to give up the free port there was no alternative but unconditional union; he was not too proud 

to call it annexation (hear, hear). It was simply saying to British Columbia, we are not strong enough 

to stand alone, come and help us. But before we decided on this question in the House let us request 

his Excellency to appeal to the country; let us be sure that the country stands with us in a matter 

so vital to the well-being of the Colony. He did not propose to go into the arguments for protection to 

industry. ‘The idea was exploded long ago. As to British Columbia being our greatest market, he had 

always held that she was far more indebted to us; nine-tenths of all the enterprise, capital, energy, 

expended in that Colony had come from here, and nine-tenths of ali the results had come back here. 

Mr. Duncan.—Yes, and gone through here. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Burnaby, if this House should decide to adopt the resolutions he hoped they would appeal to 
his Excellency to.dissolve the House, and go before their constituents to hear the views of the country. 
(General cries of hear, hear.) 

Dr. Helmcken said it seemed 'to be expected that he should declare himself (applause), and he 
admitted that the public had a right to know who he was as much as he had to have an opinion of 
himself. He believed that the Colony was suffering under great depression at present, and he was 
convinced that it was caused by overtrading. Cariboo had turned out far less gold than had been 
expected, and miners had returned with less gold. There had been no returns for the money expended 
in mining. That he looked on as a temporary difficulty. But the great cause of the depression was 
the vast amount of accommodation afforded to traders by our merchants. The goods were either locked 
up in the mines or sold at a great loss. A great deal of capital had been locked up also in quartz ape 
copper mines. ‘This, however, he looked on as also a temporary suffering, and he fully expected we would 
recover from it in time. It was not alone here that the unemployed men who had been alluded to were 
to be found. In California it was just as bad, and from similar causes. One might almost stop here, 
and say that if the depression was only temporary it would soon be got over. But other topics had been 
entered on. It had been said that the depression had been caused by our neglecting to foster local 
industries. ‘This he totally denied (hear, hear). For himself he was still as much in favour of free 
trade as ever. He did not consider free trade had anything whatever to do with the present depres- 
sion (hear, hear). ‘They were told that of the $4,000,000 of imports about $1,600,000 was left for 
local consumption. It seemed to him singular that our consumption was only $1,000,000 with a popu- 
lation larger than that of British Columbia, which consumed nearly $2,000,000. He could only assume 
from that that the production of Vancouver Island with free trade was greater than the production of 
British Columbia with protection. His own impression was that free trade was the best policy, both 
hitherto and still (hear, hear). ‘The next subject was union of the two Colonies. His opinion was that 
union with British Columbia and free trade in Vancouver Island would conduce to the best interests of 
both Colonies (hear, hear), and also be a very large saving in expense. Unfortunately our neighbours did 
not see it in the same light. Free trade, as it hitherto existed, had kept the trade of British Columbia 
in the possession of Vancouver Island. He did not think we were likely to have any great extension of 
trade to any other of the surrounding countries, to India, or China, or Mexico. He did not believe in 
any such extension. ‘There was no doubt: union was the great thing to be aimed at, and that free trade 
in Vancouver Island was the best policy, but let us unite with British Columbia unconditionally (hear, 
hear), unconditionally (applause), with one single exception, that the laws of Vancouver Island should 
remain unchanged till altered by the United Legislature, and he felt sure that the arguments which 
would be brought forward in the United Legislature would prove that free trade in Vancouver Island 
was the best policy for both Colonies. In any case the great good would be attained,—the Colonies 
united (hear, hear). But if the Colonies were to be separate, the only thing to be done was for each 
man to strip “to the buff” if necessary, and fight to the death for the free port (hear, hear). . As to 
protection for agriculture in this Colony, he was convinced it was not required. In British Columbia, 
where there was greater protection than anywhere else in the world, agriculture had not progressed. 

Mr. De Cosmos. It has; a great deal. . z 

Dr. Helmcken continued that this Colony had not the land for agriculture, but British Columbia had 
and the two united would combine their respective agricultural and commercial advantages in one. He 
repeated his position, united with British Columbia and with free trade in Vancouver Island, or united 
at any rate, and still keeping the commerce of British Columbia, which our natural position ensured to 
us; or if separate from British Columbia, then free trade in every sense. ‘These were his views. But 
he would not go to the British Columbians like a mendicant, rather would he vote for. eternal separa- 
tion than go to beg a thing which was a mutual benefit. As to our foreign trade, he would sacrifice all 
the trade with surrounding nations to unite the two peoples and make one great country. 

Dr. Tolmie would wish to add a few remarks. It was not always best to buy in the cheapest and sell 
jn the dearest markets.- Free trade was not nigig the policy of great countries. Great Britain had 
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grown rich and powerful by protection. In the United States the question had been thoroughly argued, 
and the United States had gone on protecting their industries, and at the same time increasing their 
population and rapidly augmenting their wealth. We, ourselves, had given the thing a noble trial of six 
years, and although he would not say it had done no good, still he thought the time was past for free trade, 
and the country demanded protection. ‘Take the familiar example of the saw mill, quoted yesterday, 
(a laugh). He had seen the working of saw mills under protection on Puget Sound, and had seen their 
beneficial effects in building up the country. Our geographical position, which had been so much talked 
about, and praised in the “Z%mes” so early as 1849, would be best brought out and developed by union 
with British Columbia, and by going into connexion with the great federation of the eastern Colonies 
(applause). 

Dr. Helmcken said there was no doubt whatever that even if we should remain separate we could raise 
all the revenue we required (hear, hear). He had not a doubt of it. 

Mr. Bayley said the present state of the Colony was one of insolvency (no, no, and laughter). He 
maintained that this was the case, and it had been caused by the falling off in gold and the over-specu- 
lation in real estate. He held that the trade of Victoria was dependent on British Columbia and not 
on the phantom trade with foreign countries which had been held up so long before oureyes. He had 
stood up in the House and opposed union with British Columbia, but that was because he had been led 
to look at this country as the Great Britain of the Pacific. He had now seen reason to change his 
opinion. He looked on Victoria as reduced to a mere shopkeeper (a laugh), who had to depend on 
British Columbia to buy her wares. The moment that British Columbia was able to buy for herself 
from the manufacturers and producers, what were we to do with our goods? Our warehouses would be 
full, but no one to be purchasers, that was the state to which we were fast coming unless we adopted a 
different policy. 

Dr. Dickson said he had no fears about our ability to exist as a separate Colony; but union was 
strength, and he was fully satisfied that a complete and thorough union was for the best interests of both 
Colonies (hear, hear). He had taken the trouble to see the great majority of his constituents, and had 
also heard the opinions of a great number of the inhabitants of the city, and he had come to the firm 
conclusion that nineteen-twentieths of the whole population were thoroughly and strongly in favour of 
union, and that they expected the House to take active steps to bring it about. Hon. members might 
depend on it, too, that if they did not move in the matter their constituents would soon turn them out 
and get in better men. 

Mr. Franklin said he now found resolutions on the table, which had been ruled in order, opening up 
the question of union. The question of union had already been settled; British Columbia had rejected 
our offers, and we were now asked to go on bended knee and pray for a union. He had been returned 
to this House on free trade principles, and he could not give a vote on the question without going before 
his constituents, and he thought every honourable member was bound in honour to follow the same 
course. He was unprepared to abandon the policy of this country and to adopt unconditional union, 
and he felt sure that was the general opinion of the country (laughter). 

Dr. Helmcken said hon. members had said that the union of the Colonies had been rejected by 
British Columbia. He denied it entirely (applause). 

The Legislature of British Columbia had never taken the resolution of this Legislature into consider- 
ation at all (hear, hear). He felt sure the British Columbia Legislature would not be guilty of such 
discourtesy as to throw our resolutions over without an answer (hear, hear). The question had evidently 
never been considered, as we never have had an answer (applause). 

Mr. Southgate said if he could see his way clear to a union which would preserve free trade in Van- 
couver Island he would heartily support it, but he did not see how it could be brought about. He alluded 
to his recent visit to San Francisco, and to the interest felt by merchants there in our free port. 

The resolutions were then put seriatim, and the first section carried unanimously. 

Section 2 was also carried. 

Ayes— De Cosmos, Helmcken, Tolmie, Dickson, Dunean, Cochrane, Carswell, Dennes (8). 

Noes—Franklin, Young, Burnaby, Trimble, Southgate (5). 

Section 3 was also carried by the same vote. 

On section 4, M . Burnaby moved the following amendment: 

That in view of the resolutions passed by this House, and adverting to the pledges given by hon. 
members at their election on the subject of the free port, respectfully requests that his Excellency 
will dissolve this House and submit the question to the country. 

The amendment was lost, and the original resolution carried by the previous majority—S8 to 5. 

I'he committee rose and reported the passage of the resolutions, and the Speaker informed the House 
that they would come up for adoption on Friday next. 


LEcIsLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


Friday, Jan. 27, 1864, 
House met at 3.20 p.m. Present, The Speaker, and Messrs, Burnaby, Young, Tolmie, Franklin, 
Powell, Dickson, Duncan, Dennes, Carswell, De Cosmos, Bayley, Cochrane, and Southgate. 


Petition of Chamber of Commerce. 


Mr. Burnaby, on leave, presented a petition from the Chamber of Commerce of this city. It reads 
as follows, and was laid on the table: 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of Vancouver Island. 
hte Petition of the Members of the Victoria Chamber of Commerce, 
~ veth, 
_ That your petitioners, having had under their serious consideration the subject now under discussion 
in your Honourable House, and which being of vital importance to the welfare of this Colony, is also 
engaging the marked attention of all classes of the community, viz.: the maintaining of Victoria as a 
re port and raising the necessary revenue for carrying on the Government by direct taxation, or 
abolishing the free port and raising the required revenue by imposing duties on importations; beg re- 
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petyly to present for the consideration of your honourable body the following resolutions passed by 
them at a meeting held this day : 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that your Honourable House will take such action as will 

maintain the free port in all its present integrity. 
ReEso.vep,— 

1. That, in the opinion of the Victoria Chamber of Commerce, the maintenance of the Free Port 
system is of vital importance to the prosperity of Victoria and of Vancouver Island. 

2. ‘That commerce should not be subjected to any species of restraint, because freedom from restraint 
is calculated to give the utmost extension to foreign trade, and the best direction to the capital and 
industry of the country. 

3. That the adoption of a protective tariff would be detrimental to the commercial interest of the 
Colony without benefit to the farmer or manufacturer. 

4, ‘That a tariff for revenue would necessitate such an outlay of expenditure for the collection of the 
duties that it would not answer the requirements of the Government, and would inflict a heavy loss 
on the commerce of Victoria. 

5. That direct taxation is the only politic and equitable mode of raising a revenue. 

6. That a general system of taxation by which all classes of the community would be made to 
contribute to the support of the Government is the most simple and economical. 

And your petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray. 

For the members of the Victoria Chamber of Commerce. 
Cuas. W. Watuace, President. 
A. F. Matn, Secretary. 
Victoria, Vancouver Island, Jan. 26th, 1866. 


State of the Colony Resolutions. 


The Speaker read over the resolutions passed by the committee of the whole, on Wednesday last 
respecting the state of the Colony. 

Mr. Young moved for a recommittal of the resolutions, and was proceeding to give his reasons, when 

The Speaker said, that if any discussion arose on the resolutions they would have to be postponed 
until Monday next. 

Messrs. Franklin and Burnaby had some further remarks to make. 

Mr. De Cosmos called “ question.” 

- The Speaker—*“ That I do now leave the chair ?” 

Mr. De Cosmos—No ! 

On the suggestion of the Speaker, Mr. De Cosmos moved that the order of the day be discharged. 

Mr. Franklin stated that the House had waited a long time for the estimates, and it was known that 
Government business took precedence of all other. He hoped that the House would go on with the 
business of the day. 

Mr. Burnaby moved “ that the Speaker do now leave the chair.” 

Mr. Young said that according to “‘ May,” Government business cannot be superseded. 

Motion to leave the chair was lost by a vote of 8 to 5. The order of the day respecting the “ state 
of the Colony ” was carried. 

Mr. Young then moved that the resolutions be recommitted, and called the attention of the House to 
the results of the meetings held in the city, and whether the almost unanimous opinion of the Chamber 
of Commerce is to go for nothing, when there was but one voice in 20 against the maintenance of the 
free port, and subsequently 7 others entered the room and acquiesced with the decision of that body. 
He was about to advert to the decision in regard to the question at the Mechanics’ Debating Club, 
when he was called to order. Mr. Young stated that the question was not intended for the benefit of 
the Colony, but for the benefit of individuals. {Mr. De Cosmos—no! no!] It was not the case, as stated 
by the press, that 9 out of 10 were in favour of a tariff. ‘The hon gentleman (Mr. Young) quoted Wash- 
ington territory to show that, with allits protection, the revenue derived from the custom house there 
only sufliced to pay one quarter of the expenses connected therewith. It used to produce 80,000 bushels 
of wheat, and now but 25,000 bushels, and all from the beautiful system of protection. He had his 
information from a reliable authority. He would ask the House, what would be more humiliating than 
for this Colony to go begging to British Columbia, asking to have its destiny hooked on with theirs. 
With regard to the cereal productions of this Colony, Mr. Y. quoted the phrase, “‘the woodman’s axe 
“ had not rung in the primeval forest, &c.,” which will be remembered was used by an honourable 
member in connexion with the Crown Lands’ report of last session of the House, and it caused much 
merriment. ‘The Hudson’s Bay Company also came in for a share of the hon. gentleman’s censure. Mr. 
Young went on to state that a paid Legislature would be brought about by the course proposed ; he had 
often heard hon. gentlemen deprecate a paid Legislature, and he would not say that any hon. member 
ever thought of such a thing for their own benefit. No, no. (Laughter.) He was surprised that an 
hon. gentleman in the House, in the retail business, should favour a tariff of 20 per cent., and how could 
he delude his customers or make them believe that there would be no consequent advance in his goods ? 
To talk of union, with dissent on both sides, seemed to him most paradoxical. If the resolutions were 
brought forward in a less humiliating manner to ourselves, we might arrive at something. He hoped 
that hon. gentlemen would look to the serious consequences which would arise from the passage of the 
resolutions, and he trusted that hon. members would not be deaf to the arguments used. 

Dr. Tolmie said that they had heard nothing from Mr. Young approaching reason why the resolutions 
should be recommitted; as to the personalities, those he would leave out altogether. As regards the 
wheat raised in Washington territory, Mr. Tolmie stated that it arose from the poverty of the soil and 
was not reproductive. With respect to the Chamber of Commerce, that body only dealt with a portion 
of the question; union was not submitted at all. As to the dissent on both sides alluded to, the ques. 
tion was never put before British Columbians as it was now put, and in British Columbia there was a 
great deal of assent to union with this Colony. 

Mr, Burnaby rose to make a last appeal, but from appearances he feared that he had but a small 
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chance. He would say a few words in order to put the question off for a short period, that the people’ 


might be enabled to gain more time to consider the matter. He was not disposed to jest in the matter. 
He would confess that he was unable to see the great advantages to be gained that other hon. 


gentlemen saw. Doubts are expressed that the free port had not tended to the building up of this city, 
but he was convinced that without free trade up to this time, the place would be comparatively small. 


Mr. Burnaby alluded to the enterprise of our neighbours, who would take advantage to build up a 
rival city on the opposite coast, and he brought to the notice of the House the petition of the Chamber 
of Commerce, which represented the views of a portion of the community which paid a’very large 
share of the taxes and who developed the resources of the country to a great extent. That body 
naturally, he said, felt the deepest interest in the matter. In regard to the question of union, they 
foresaw that without it unconditional, there was no chance of the free port being given up. They did 
not touch on union because they felt that it would be dealing with a political matter. r. B. 
expressed his astonishment that hon. gentlemen who sat around that table and pledged themselves to 
their constituents 18 months ago to support the free port could now scatter those principles to the 
wind. By reason of the pledges extracted from them they now sat in that House. How they could 
reconcile their conduct with their conscience now he could not see. Union was desirable, but. he 
could not see what there was in the position of the Colony now, as compared with it 18 months ago, 
which should make hon. members change their views. He would now ask hon. gentlemen, especially 
in deference to the petition of the Chamber of Comnierce which he laid before them, to postpone 
the further discussion of the question for three weeks. 

Mr. Franklin supported the motion of Mr. Burnaby, and would like also to treat the matter seriously. 
They had arrived at a crisis in the history of the Colony. For the first time in the House it is proposed 
to abolish the free port. [No, no, from Mr. De Cosmos.] He (Mr. F.) would accept the no, no, but 
he questioned the sincerity of those no, noes. ‘The hon. gentleman stated that he saw members before 
him for whom he voted, and helped to gain a seat in the House, because they advocated free port 
principles, and he had a right in his place to demand consistency from them. (Hear, hear.) He 
thought that as guardians of the public they had no right to place the interests of the people in the 
hands of the Secretary of State to do as he thought fit, and could they for a moment say we will do as 
we please? Mr. Franklin touched on the subject of the claims made out by the Committee on Crown 
Lands against the Hudson’s Bay Company, and reminded hon. members if all these were to be swept 
away in a moment, and with one dash of the pen, he urged hon. gentleman to maintain the rights of 
the people, and not to abandon them from selfish ambition. Were they to throw out Americans, 
Frenchmen, Germans, Chinese, by substituting a restrictive policy? The hon. gentleman here men- 
tioned, as an instance of the many chances of fostering the free port, the recent order for issuing passports 
by the American Government to people leaving the Colony. He would say with the hon. gentleman 
who had just spoken (Mr. Burnaby), that they should think seriously before they abandon the advantages 
of a free port. Remember the. question which is taken up by gentlemen who do not enter into politics 


at all, and who say that if the free port is given up, they will leave the country; and he was assured 


that several were about to establish themselves in the neighbouring territory. Once destroy the free 
port, and the supremacy of Vancouver Island will go with it. Mr. F. wanted no political advancement; 
he would accept no office. British Columbia, with its revenue for this year of $400,000, in comparison 
with ours of $230,000, would, from the nature of things, control our revenue, and it would be expended 
for their interests. Selfishness governs public men. ‘The dreams of those who imagine that they are 
going to become prime ministers, if reflected upon, cannot be realized. Again, if after nearly seven 
years’ existence, are three days going to change the entire policy of the country without giving the 
people a chance to express their opinion? He would say that to change the system would be a 
political wrong, and a crime which should not be countenanced, and should disable any public man 
from ever entering the House again, The delay asked by Mr. Burnaby should be granted. 

Mr. Young offered a few further observations. 

Mr. Tolmie was agreeable to postpone the question for one week. It would give ample time. 

Mr. Burnaby accepted the amendment. Tire Petr 

Mr. De Cosmos would accept nothing less than the bare resolutions passed by the Committee. He 
replied with respect to the pledges given; he pledged himself to support a union of the two Colonies. 
He was of opinion that if the country went against free port principles and remained a separate Colony, 
that they would be committing political suicide. Mr. DeCosmos next spoke in relation to the views of 
the Chamber of Commerce which so much stress had been laid upon, and he stated that the views of 
some of the members were in favour of union. In relation to placing the interests of. the Colony in the 
hands of the Imperial Secretary of State, he was satisfied that the interests of the Colony would be 
fairly dealt with; but if not, they (the House) could soon rectify it, as is to be seen..in the case of the 
appointing of the two Governors on the representation of the people of British Columbia. . Any motion 
to postpone would gain nothing, but would to a certain extent endanger their interests. | i 

The Speaker then put the amendment to postpone the question for one week, but it was lost by the 
following vote: Ayes—Burnaby, Tolmie, Franklin, Young, Southgate; (5.) _Noes—Dickson, Powell, 
Dennes, Duncan, Carswell, De Cosmos, Bayley; (7.) . . 

The original resolution was then pat, and clause 1 was passed, when Mr. Franklin moved an amend- 
ment to come in after the word “ grant” in clause 2, as follows: “with the exception of abandoning 
“ the free trade of the Colony.” r 

Mr. De Cosmos said that the amendment was designed to clog the resolutions. ) : 

Messrs. ‘Tolmie and Dickson took much the same view of the matter; Dr. Dickson stating that it 
mit not necessarily follow that if there was a union of the Colonies, the free port would be done away 
with, 

a Franklin did not mean the amendment as a “clog,” but as a means to test the sincerity of hon. 
members, £003 

The amendment was lost. ny 

_Mr. Young moved another amendment, to the effect that the resolutions be transmitted to the 
Governor of British Columbia, Lost: 7 to 6. onys.5 
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_ Mr. Franklin said that it was an incongruity for the House to pledge itself to abide by the decision Baevual 
of the Secretary of State for the Colonies. He hoped to see the present House dissolved, and then they CoLgaceel 
would get a dissolving view of the question. ‘They could not legislate beyond the session, and besides with 
some of the members may resign, and the sense of the country might change in a couple of years. VaNcOuvEn 

Mr. Tolmie cited the example of the eastern British North American provinces, wherein they pledged [sr anp, 
themselves to abide by the decision of the Home Government in their action with respect to the 
Confederation scheme. 

A few further remarks were made, and the resolutions passed as a whole by a vote of 8 to 4. 

Ayes :—Tolmie, Dickson, Powell, Duncan, Dennes, Carswell, DeCosmos, Bayley. 

Noes :—Burnaby, Young, Franklin, Southgate. 








No. 7. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Kennepy, C.B., to the Right Hon. 
EpwarD CarpwELL, M.P. 


(No. 15.—Separate.) Victoria, March 21, 1865. 
Sir, (Received, May 15, 1865.) 
Rererrinc to my Despatch No. 14,* of this date, I have the honour to transmit * Page 6. 
certain resolutions and a report of the Chamber of Commerce of Victoria, on the 
subject of union with British Columbia. a 


No. 7. 


ms I have, &c. . 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed) “A. E. KENNEDY, 
&c. geht &c Governor. 
Enclosure in No. 7. Encl. in No. 7. 
Sir, . Chamber of Commerce, Victoria, Vancouver Island, March 9, 1865. 


Herewrrtu I have the honour to hand you a series of resolutions, and a report relative thereto, 
passed unanimously at a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce, held on the 6th instant, and signed by 
the members. . 

On behalf of the Chamber, I have to beg that you will be good enough to lay these resolutions 
before his Excellency the Governor, with the request that his Excellency will be pleased to complv 
with the prayer therein contained, and to transmit the documents to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Jutes Davin, 
) rt President of the Victoria Chamber of Commerce. 
Henry Wakeford, Esq., (Signed) A. F. Mary, Secretary 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Victoria, Vancouver Island, March 6, 1865. 

The committee appointed by the Chamber of Commerce to draft a series of resolutions on the 

subject of union with British Columbia, as viewed in connexion with the new tariff, respectfully submit 
the following resolutions and report for the consideration of the Chamber :— 
REsOLVED,— 

1. That an equitable union of the Colonies of British Columbia and Vancouver Island at as early a 
date as possible is essential to the maintenance of imperial and local interests in the British 
possessions of the North Pacific. 

2. That the Chamber of Commerce adhere, nevertheless, to its resolutions on the subject of the 
free port lately adopted, believing that the interests of the two Colonies, whether united or 
separate, will be best maintained by the preservation in its integrity in this Island of the free trade 
policy hitherto pursued. 

3. That these resolutions, with the annexed report, be signed by the whole of the members of the 
Chamber of Commerce, and transmitted by the president to his Excellency the Governor, with 
the prayer that they may be forwarded for the consideration of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, with the resolutions of the House of Assembly on the same subject. 

Passed unanimously at a general meeting of the Chamber of Commerce held the 6th day of 

March 1866. 


In adopting the aforegoing resolutions the members of the Chamber of Commerce of Victoria, Van- 
couver Island, representing as they do the chief part of the capital that has been invested in the joint 
development of British Columbia and Vancouver Island, deem it proper to place on record the facts and 
circumstances that necessitate their present expression of opinion. 

Prior to the year 1858 the British possessions in the North Pacific attracted but slight attention ; the 
trading posts and forts of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and a few farming establishments on Vancouver 
Island under their control, being the only inducements for commerce, which, therefore, remained 
entirely in the hands of the company by whom Vancouver Island was then held under a charter from 
the Crown. . %. 

The discovery of gold on the River Fraser in 1858, and the large floating population it attracted, 
chiefly from California and Oregon, gave an entirely new impetus to commerce. Merchants and traders 
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followed the new community with capital and enterprise to supply its requirements in the quickest 
manner and from the most convenient point. ie 

The action of the Hudson’s Bay Company in its corporate capacity, as well as ofethe several members 
in their individual interests, proves conclusively that from the first the main land and Vancouver Island 
were regarded as identical, and their separation, as a temporary condition of imperial policy, arising 
out of the grant of the Island to the Company. 


Victoria, as early as 1843, was selected by the Hudson’s Bay Company as the most eligible spot for 


carrying on business in North-west America to the best advantage, and the merchants who followed 
them in 1858 ratified the wisdom of that choice. 

“It should be borne in mind that there were many reasons why American merchants should have 
settled by preference on the opposite coast, and should have thus derived on their own territory the 
privileges for a coasting trade as well.as of importing American produce duty free; there were the 


further inducements of good town sites, excellent harbours, and access to British Columbia overland ; 


but Victoria, with the prestige of a free port, offered greater advantages still. 

The commanding nature of its geographical position, its convenient and capacious harbours of 
Victoria and Esquimalt (the only safe harbours on the sea-board north of San Francisco, a distance of 
700 miles, and approachable at all times by night or day for sea-going ships of any burthen); the 
comparatively large area of open land in its vicinity; its proximity to the coal-fields of Nanaimo, and 
its temperate and delightful climate, all indicated it as a natural depdt, from whence might be 
supplied not only the requirements of British Columbia, but of Puget Sound, Oregon, California, 
Mexico, the Hawaiian Islands, and the Russian possessions in the North Pacific (all of which have 
since become the customers of Victoria, and give promise of increasing trade), and thus to build up an 
entrepot for British commerce and influence, the vast results of which, in course of time, can only be 


matter of conjecture, occupying as Victoria does a most important position in what, when overland com- 


munication is opened through British Columbia, will be the shortest and healthiest route from Great 
Britain to her many valuable possessions in the east. 

The recent action of the United States Congress, in voting a subsidy for monthly mail steam com- 
munication between China and San Francisco evinces that our neighbours are fully alive to the value 
of securing this important traffic for themselves. 

The selection of Esquimalt as the naval station for the North Pacific proves that these several points 
have been duly weighed by the Imperial Government and their value recognized. 

The internal resources of Vancouver Island, extensive and promising for the further successful 
working of minerals, farming, and manufactures, are only casually referred to, as being but partiall 
developed. ‘The same may be said of the gold fields discovered last year, which have yet to be proved, 
and their richness and extent to be ascertained. 

But the commercial interest of Vancouver Island, which is the peculiar province of this Chamber, is 
an ascertained fact. 

After the formal separation of the Colonies in 1858, and the establishment in 1859 of New Westmin- 
ster as the capital of British Columbia, their relative positions remained the same, and under the 
judicious rule of Sir James Douglas, then the joint Governor of both, the progress of the Colonies was 
coincident, and their division merely nominal. ‘The advancement of each was regarded as the benefit 
of the other. 

The shippiag and importing interests were unable to avail themselves of New Westminster, (although 
original purchasers, and still extensive holders of property there,) other than as a port of entry to the 
interior of British Columbia, for the following reasons :-— 

The great additional risks and delay for sea-going ships without steam, navigating between Victoria 
and the Fraser River. 

The intricate, narrow, and uncertain channel through the sand-heads, at the mouth of the Fraser, 
available only for ships drawing 16 feet at the utmost, and then requiring the assistance of steam. 

The subsequent danger and delay attending river navigation to New Westminster, the current 
during the summer freshets being very rapid. 

ioe closing of the river by ice from time to time during the winter season, extending over four 
months. 

The general inconvenience of the situation for import and export to and from foreign markets, and 
the limited and uncertain nature of the mere local demand. 

Accordingly, in no spirit of rivalry to the sister Colony, but with the clearly-defined purpose of foster- 
ing her advancement as the best means of promoting their own, the merchants, without an exception, 
settled down in Victoria, and under a free trade policy assisted to build it up to its present flourishing 
condition, investing considerable sums of money in permanent improvements, and in the establishment 
of business connexions, under the belief that the relative positions of the Colonies would remain 
without material alteration. 

[t was hoped they would still work harmoniously together, aud that Vancouver Island in maintaining 
her independence, and with it her free trade, would find in British Columbia her best customer and her 
staunchest supporter; and on these grounds the members of the Chambers of Commerce of Victoria, 
Vancouver Island, declined to touch upon union, as being more a political than a commercial question. 

‘The further reconstruction of British Columbia in 1863, and the arrival in 1864 of separate Governors 
with distinct establishments for that Colony and for Vancouver Island, somewhat altered the relations 
of the two, and now threatens seriously to imperil the mutually beneficial relations hitherto existing 
between them, which would directly tend to destroy the good effect already springing from the free 
trade policy of Vancouver Island, and would build up rival towns on the ad jacent American territory to 
the sacrifice of British interest in the North Pacific. 

The members of the Chamber of Commerce of Victoria, Vancouver Island, view with surprise and 
astonishment the passing of enactments by the Legislative Council of British Columbia intentionally 
antagonistic to Victoria, from whence the great proportion of capital that has been and still is employed 
in trading, mining, and other enterprises in British Columbia, has been supplied on a very liberal 
credit, and where it is still owned, there not being at this moment one single importing mercantile 
establishment throughout that Colony, ‘ 
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The annexed tariff recently passed by the Legislative Council of British Columbia, and put into 
operation the same day, without any notice to the mercantile community, most clearly indicates a desire 
to sacrifice the mategjal interest of the Colony of British Columbia at large, provided that in so doing 
a blow is aimed tha vill elevate New Westminster at the expense of Victoria. 

It is certain that the miners, traders, and packers of British Columbia, who are chiefly affected by this 
measure, are not sharers in the feeling of opposition against Vancouver Island prevalent at New West- 


~ minster ; such of them as were in Victoria have already given expression to their views at a public meet- 


ing, and petitions are in active circulation against it. 

Another instance may be cited as evincing the spirit of antagonistic legislation, in compelling vessels 
from Victoria, bound for the N.W. coast of British Columbia, to proceed 27 miles up the river to New 
Westminster, at great risk and loss of time (in the case of large craft involving the additional delay of 
going and returning 70 miles each way, as the inner passage by Johnson’s Strait is only available for small 
vessels or steamers), for the simple purpose of entering and clearing, instead of being allowed as hereto- 
fore to clear from Victoria. 

It frequently happens that sailing vessels, so bound, are unable, from ice in winter, and from freshets 
in summer, to reach New Westminster at all. A case recently occurred, as set forth in the declarations 
in the appendix, in which a schooner bound for Queen Charlotte Island with supplies for some miners 
supposed to be short of provisions, could not enter the Iraser owing to the ice. She went round to 
Burrard Inlet, from whence New Westminster has constantly received supplies when the river was closed, 
a distance of seven miles overland from New Westminster, was refused a clearance, unless she came to 
New Westminster, and ultimately returned to Victoria; in this particular instance the action of the 
authorities may prove to have been fatal to life. . 

From such ill-advised legislation most serious issues must spring, and it is the deliberately expressed 
opinion of this Chamber that the paramount interest of the Imperial Government in the North Pacific 
will be seriously jeopardised by it. 

The want of concord between two Colonies in such close proximity, whose limited populations are 
mutually dependent on each other, can only result in access of strength to our American neighbour at 
the expense of British influence in a quarter of the world where it is needless to state that influence ought 
to be fostered to the utmost. 

Finally, as bearing on the question of union with British Columbia, public opinion in opposition to 
the views of this Chamber, seems to be wavering and unstable on the question of free trade, and it is 
obvious that unless that policy is adhered to, the natural advantages of Vancouver Island can only be 
made available by the establishment of perfect harmony and union of interest between it and British 
Columbia. 

In view of which, and regarding the general progress of the two Colonies as far above mere local con- 
siderations, the members of the Chamber of Commerce of Victoria, Vancouver Island, can only see in 
equitable union a practical solution of existing difficulties, and while feeling that Victoria as a free port 
depot, established with so much forethought and maintained at such cost, to the substantial benefit of 
British Columbia as well as of Vancouver Island, may be weakened for a time, they are content to leave 
the solution of the whole question to the wisdom of Her Majesty’s Government, feeling sure that the 
true interest of all parties will be carefully estimated and provided for. 

Adopted unanimously at a general meeting of the Chamber of Commerce held the sixth day of March 
1865. 

Dectaration of the PresipeNT and Secretary of the QuEEN CHartorTe MINING 
Company, Limitep. 


1. The company have had men at the mines since June last whose time had expired. , Some delay 
had already occurred in sending a vessel with supplies for them. ‘They were supposed to be nearly out 
of provisions and clothing, and it was a matter of necessity that a vessel should be sent to them. 

2. We were present at a meeting of the board of directors held on 21st January, at which a resolution 
was passed authorizing the secretary “to contract with a vessel to go to the mines and bring back the 
“ men there, and all tools and moveable property of the company.” 

3. The schooner “ Onward” was chartered for the purposes specified in the resolution on the 26th 
January, and despatched the following day. ; ; 

4. The schooner returned to this port on or about the 7th February, in consequence of being refused 
a clearance at the custom-house at New Westminster. 

5. The delay in sending a vessel may be fatal to the men, and is extremely detrimental to the 
interests of the company. 

6. The provisions shipped on board. were intended for the use of the men returning, and the value of 
them was $64,90-100. ed | iis 

7. And I, Robert George, further declare that the paper writing marked “A” is the original 
memorandum of agreement made with Hugh McKay, the captain and owner of the British schooner 
“Onward,” and the paper writing marked “ B” is the original receipt for all the goods shipped by the 
Queen Charlotte Mining Company on board the said vessel. And we, Robert Burnaby and Robert 
George, do solemnly and sincerely declare that the above-mentioned statement is true and correct, and 
we make this declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true. 

Rozerr Burnasy, 

President, Queen Charlotte Mining Company, Limited. 
Rosert GEORGE, 

Secretary, Queen Charlotte Mining Company, Limited. 


Declared before me at Victoria, Vancouver Island, this eighth day of March, A.D. 1865, in due. 


form of law. 
Quod attestor. 
(=) M. W. Tyrwuirr Drake, 


Notary Public. 
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A. th : 

‘s aoreement, made this 26th day of January 1865, by and between Hugh McKay, master and 
Poti ot the sebodeR * Onward,” of the first part, and the Queen Charlotte Minigg repre Limited, 
of the second part, witnesseth that for and in consideration of the sum of $225 agreed to be paid by the 
party of the second part on the completion of this agreement, the party of the first part will proceed 
without delay to the Company’s mines at. Sockalu Harbour, Queen Charlotte Island, and will remain 
there long enough to take on board and will take on board the men to the number of atleast three, now 
or then at the mines, and also all and any material, tools, stores, or other articles belonging to the 
Company, which the foreman of the Company may direct, and bring the same with as little delay as 
possible to the port of Victoria and alongside a convenient wharf at said port, and deliver the same to 
the said party of the second part, or their agents or assigns, And the said party of the second part agrees 
to pay the said sum of $225 on the delivery of the said material, tools, stores, and articles, and landing 
of said men. 





Dated in Victoria, Vancouver Island, this 26th January. 1865. Hucu McKay. 
James Duncan, He a& 
Witness. For the Queen Charlotte Mining Company, Limited, 


. R. Grorer, Secretary. 
This is the document marked A. referred to in the annexed declaration, dated 8th March 1865.- 
M. W. Tyrwuirr Draxe, Notary Public. 


B. 


Vicrorta, Vancouver Island, January 26, 1865. 


Surprep in good order by Sporburg and Reuff, on board the “Onward,” whereof McKay is master, 
and bound for Q. C. M. Co., the following packages (the dangers of fire and navigation excepted) con- 
signed to Q. C. M. Co. of Q. C. Island, and marked Q. C. M. 

One Bhl. Flour. One Pn. Bacon. 

One Sk. Beans. One. Pkg. Sundries, : 
One Bhl. Molasses. Two Boxes Bread. . 
One Sk. Potatoes. 

This is the document marked B. referred to in the annexed declaration of Robert Burnaby and 
Robert George, dated 8th March 1865. : 508 

M. W. Tyrwuirr Drax, Notary Public. 


To ALL TO \WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME,— 


I, Montague William Tyrwhitt Drake, Notary Public, duly authorized, admitted, and sworn, 
residing and practising in Victoria, Vancouver Island, do hereby certify that Hugh McKay, personally 
known to me, appeared before me and signed the declaration hereto annexed, in due form of law, and 
that the name “ Hugh McKay” thereto subscribed is of the proper handwriting of the said Hugh 
McKay. 





















In faith and testimony whereof, I, the said notary, have hereunto set my name 
and affixed my seal of office. 
-- Dated in Victoria aforesaid, the twenty-first — 
Seal, day of February, A.D. 1865. 
ae . M. W. Tyrwurrr Drake, Notary Public. 





DecLaRaTtTion of HucH McKay, Master and Owner of the British Schooner “ Onward,” 
of Victoria, Vancouver Island. ~ 7 


I am master and owner of the British schooner “ Onward.” 

I made a written agreement on the 26th January last, with the Queen Charlotte Mining Company, — 
Limited, to go to their mines at Queen Charlotte Island, and bring thence to Victoria (3) three men and 
the material left there. 

I took on board goods to the value of $160, all of which were “stores,” except two bhls. molasses — 
and five boxes bread, of the value of about ($57.00) 57 dollars. a 

I sailed and reached the entrance of Fraser River and attempted to get up to New Westminster, to 
clear my goods, but found so much float ice coming down the river, that I did not dare to risk my — 
vessel against it. 

I went out of the river and round to Burrard’s Inlet, to which place vessels customarily go in the 
winter, when they cannot reach New Westminster by the river. 

From my anchorage there I sent over my manifest and clearance, and money to pay duties. — 

The custom-house officer asked if those (on the manifest) were all the goods on board. My messen- — 
ger replied all, except “grub,” but they could send an oflicer over and examine. He was then told to 
bring over a list of everything on board. ie 

He returned to the vessel, and I made out a list of all the stores and everything I had on board, even 
to a bottle of pepper, and sent the man back with it, telling him if they would not send an officer over 
and clear me for the north, then to get a clearance back to Victoria. Upon his arrival with this list, 
after some debate about sending an officer over, they finally said that they could not clear any vessel for 
the north, except the vessel herself was brought to New Westminster. 

After much difficulty they gave me a clearance for Victoria. 

I lost 10 days in the trip and the contract with the Queen Charlotte Mining Company. From 
the anchorage to New Westminster my man had to go eight miles in a canoe, and then six miles 
over a trail through mud and ice, and this back and forth four times. And I make this solemn 
declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true, and by virtue of the provisions of an Act 
made and passed in the sixth year of the reign of His late Majesty King William the Fourth, 
intituled An Act to amend an Act of the present session of Parliament, entitled an Act for the 
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more effectual abolition of oaths and affirmations taken and: made in various departments of the 

State, and to substitute declarations in lieu thereof, and for the more entire suppression of voluntary 
and extra-judicial oaths and affidavits, and to make other provisions for the abolition of unnecessary 

oaths. 

Huen McKay. 
Declared in due form of law, this 21st day of February, A.D, 1865, 
before me, 
M, W. Tyrwartr Draxr, Notary Public, 


Bririsu Cotumsta. 
Vv. R. 
No. 3.—AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE Duttes or Customs. 


[15th February 1865. } 

Wuereas it is expedient in some respects to alter the duties of customs as now by law established 

in British Columbia, and to make further provision for the levying thereof. ; 

Be it enacted by the Governor of British Columbia, by and with the advice and consent of the Legis- 

lative Council thereof, as follows: 

I]. From and after the passing of this Ordinance, the duties of customs hitherto chargeable on goods, 

animals, and articles imported into and landed in British Columbia, shall be and are hereby repealed. 

II. In lieu thereof, from and after the passing of this Ordinance, there shall be levied, assessed, 

collected, and paid to the use of Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors: ety a 

a. Upon all goods, wares, merchandise, animals, and things imported into and landed in British 
Columbia, and more particularly mentioned in Schedule A: hereto, and according to the value 
thereof, the several ad valorem duties in such Schedule set opposite the respective articles 
therein named. 

b. And (in addition to the ad valorem duties leviable on certain of the same articles) upon all goods, 
wares, merchandise, animals, and things imported into and landed in British Columbia, the 
Several specific duties of customs more particularly mentioned in Schedule B. hereto, and set 
opposite the respective articles therein named. 

_c. And so long as the Proclamation made and passed on the 10th day of December, A.D. 1859, is in 
force, and the dues thereby leviable shall be levied upon wares, goods and merchandise trans- 
ported from New Westminster to any place in British Columbia, there shall be so levied, 
collected, and paid as aforesaid upon every ton of wares, goods, and merchandise imported into 
the Colony by way of the Southern Boundary, the sum of twelve shillings, and so on fora 
greater or less quantity ; and on cattle, horses, mules, and asses so imported by way of the 
Southern Boundary, the sum of two shillings and one penny per head beyond the specific duties 
charged on animals in Schedule B. hereto. 

d. The articles mentioned in Schedule C. hereto shall be admitted into British Columbia free of 


duty. 

Ill. With the bill of entry of any goods, there shall be produced to the collector of customs an 
invoice of the goods, and the bill of entry shall also contain a statement of the value for duty of the 
goods therein mentioned, and shall be signed by the person making the entry, and verified if required 
by his declaration to the truth thereof, and no entry shall be deemed perfect unless a sufficient invoice of 
the goods to be entered has been produced to the collector. 

IV. If any person passes or attempts to pass through the custom-house any false or fraudulent 
invoice, or makes out or passes, or attempts to pass a bill of entry of any goods at a value below the 
fair market value of such goods in the country from which such goods were last directly shipped or 
exported, or in any way, by under-valuation or otherwise, attempts to defrand the revenue of any part 
of the duty on any goods or things liable thereto, every such person shall on conviction (in addition 
to any other penalty or forfeiture to which he may be subject for such offence) be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding 100/., and the goods so undervalued shall be and be taken and deemed to be forfeited. 

VY. And inasmuch as it is expedient to make such provisions for the valuation of goods subject to ad 
valorem duties as may protect the revenue and the fair trader against fraud by the undervaluation of 

- any such goods, therefore the Governor may from time to time, and when he deems it expedient, appoint 
fit and proper persons to be appraisers of goods at the port of entry, and every such appraiser shall 
before acting as such take and subscribe the following oath of office before some justice of the peace 
for this Colony, and deliver the same to the collector. Every such appraisement shall be final. 

I, A. B., having been appointed an appraiser of goods, wares, and merchandise, and to act as such at 
the port of (or as the case may be), do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully perform the 
duties of the said office, without partiality, fear, favour, or affection, and that I will appraise the value 

of all goods submitted to my appraisement, according to the true intent and meaning of the laws impos- 
“ing duties of customs in this Colony; and that I will use my best endeavours to prevent all fraud, sub- 

terfuge, or evasion of the said laws, and more especially to detect, expose, and frustrate all attempts to 
undervalue any goods, wares, or merchandise on which any duty is chargeable. So help me God. 


Appraiser for (as the case may be). 


Sworn before me, this day of 186 . 
E. F 


"J.P. for (as the case may be). 


VI. If no appraiser is appointed to any port of entry, the collector there shall act as appraiser, but 
without taking any special oath of office as such; and the Governor may at any time direct any 
appraiser to attend at any port or place, for the purpose of valuing any goods, or of acting as appraiser 
there during any time, which such appraiser shall accordingly do without taking any new oath of office, 
and every appraiser shall be deemed an officer of the customs. 
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Short Title. 


is 


VII. In all cases where any duty is imposed on any goods or things imported into this Colony accord- 
alue shall be understood to be the fair market value thereof in the 


ing to the value of such goods, such v 


principal 
and the collector and 


value of such goods as aforesaid, and est 
VIIL. The duties hereby imposed sh 
1853, the Supplement 


the Customs Consolidation Act, 


Ordinance; and shall be under the care and m 
and his officers shall have all the powers and 
tion, recovery, and management thereof, as are under or by virtue of the said Customs Consolidation 
any other Act, Ordinance, or Proclamation, vested in the said 


for the Colony, who by himself 


Acts, or either of them, or this or 


collector for the collection, recovery, and management of duties of customs, 


markets of the country whence the same were last shipped or 
appraiser shall, by all reasonable ways and means in their power, 
imate the value for duty accordingly. 

all be deemed to be customs duties, in all respects subject to 
al Customs Consolidation Act, 1855, and this: 
anagement of the collector of customs for the time being 
authorities for the collec- 


authorities requisite for levying the said duties. 


IX. Every evasion, or attempt at evasion of, or offence committed by 


the payment of any of the duties 


Columbia (which shall include its dependencies) 


imposed, be prosecuted 


Acts. 
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exported direct to 


and all other 


X. This Ordinance shall be cited as The Customs Amendment Ordinance, 1865.” 
Passed the Legislative Council this 15th day of Febrnary, A.D. 1866. 


CuarLes Goon, 


Clerk. 


Arruur N. Brircu, 


Presiding Member. 


Assented to, in Her Majesty’s name, this Fifteenth day of February 1865. 


FrpEricK SEYMO 


SCHEDULE A. 


Ap VALOREM Customs DUTIES. 


Everything not enumerated under 


ascertain the fair 


any person or persons to defeat 
hereby made payable on any goods or things imported into British 
will, in addition to the penalties by this Ordinance 
and punished in the manner prescribed by the said Customs Consolidation 


this Colony, 


powers and 


os 


UR, 
Governor. 


Schedules A., B., and C., shall be subject to a duty of 125 per cent. 








Ale and Porter - - 20 per cent. Earthenware - - 12} percent.| Potatoes - - - 12}percent. 
Axes . - - 123 .,, Fish (preserved) - 124 ,, Pork (salt) - - lag 
Bacon - - = lat ms; Fire Arms - - 124 ,, Quicksilver = - =. dae ia 4 
Barley - -  - “123 Daur ye eee eS Ri ! 
f ess 5 tice - - - 20s ; 
Beans - - me tail) 7 | ine Fruits (preserved) - 123. ,, Rope and Cordage - 12% ,, 
Beef (salt) - - 124 ,, Furniture (excepting Shot - - = T2eo 
Billiard and Bagatelle that as provided for Soap - “ mae |! 
abl a R ry ]21 . Sche ] 91 y a f 2 eft), - 
tables 25 4s in Schedule C.) - 124 ,, Stationery - ~ TRe nS . 
Bitters - - + AO ies, Glass and Glassware- 123 ,, Sugar - - - 2USo | 
Blankets - - = 20 Groceries (not other- Tar and Pitch - - 123 y } 
Boots and Shoes A SAL, wise provided for) - 123 ,, Tea - - - 25 n 4 
Bread - . eo MILO wea Gunpowder - my ILO ay Tin and Tinware - 123 ,, . 
Bricks - - = doe is, Hardware and Iron- Tobacco - - -; SOs . 
Butter - - Sa Owens mongery —- - 123 ,, Vegetables - - 124°; 
Candles - - 5 FOO hes Harness and Saddlery 125 ,, Do. (preserved): 12% ,, 
Camphene - oy) 5 Lak gs Jron and Steel - = 12k tgs Waggons - - - 124 ,, 
Cheese - - UL GY alae Lard - - = ALD ihn, Wheat - - -, 1D ieee ; 
Chocolate - oe a4 Leather - - ee, ee Window Sashes and im 
Cider - - = AZ Ss Lime - - =) Le ae Doors - - - 1Otae 4 
Clothing - - Soar Fe 00 Meat (preserved - 12) ,, | Wine, Champagne - 40  ,, 4 
Coffee, green - a te Molasses - - - 121 39 » Claret - - 25a 
Do: manufactured 20 <3 Nails - - © 128-135 » Various - - Bote 4 
Confectionery - = + Ls Nuts and Almonds - 124 ,, | Woodware - ~ 124 bs 
Cordials - . a eyo. Oils £ £ 15. Vonst Powdeis ae 7 
Drugs and Chemical 20 O { : 151 i Play ‘Cate? "Soe | 
gs an micals 2 ats - - of Lees aying Card; 5 
DriedFish - - 30 ,. Opiun eae KEP) et 
Fish 3 a Jpium = - i 
Dry Goods - HAS Paints - - ee eee . 
SCHEDULE B. 
‘ 
Ap VALOREM AND SrEcrrtc a 
ALOREM AND PECIFIC. : 


Spirits and Distilled Liquors of all kinds, And on the value thereof at the place 


for every gallon imperial measure, of from whence last imported - - 20 per cent 
full strength or less than full strength Cigars and Cheroots, per 100 - - 48, 2d. 
of proof by Syke’s hydrometer - - 6s. And on the value thereof at the place ab 

And so on in proportion for any greater from whence last imported - 20 per cent, 


strength than proof, 


an on the value thereof at the place SPECIFIC 
A ant ragrety oe ae - - 20percent. Bulls, Cows, Calves, Oxen, Horses, 
+ Medicate ne Spirits $$ 
ar aah ‘ Nie: and Spirits, ; Asses, and Mules, per head - - 4s, 2d. 
- - 6s. Sheep, Goats, and Hogs, per head - 2s. ld. 
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SCHEDULE C. | 
ARTICLES FREE oF Dury. 


All materials required for ship or boat building, all kinds of Machinery, Pig Iron, Agricultural Implements, Coin, 
Fresh Fish, Fruit, Poultry alive or dead, Seeds and bulbs and roots of plants to be used in agriculture and not as 
food, Coals, Eggs, Hay, Salt, Lumber, empty Gunny Sacks, Printed and Manuscript Books and Papers, Baggage 
and Apparel, Household Furniture which has been in use, belonging to and arriving with bond fide immigrants, 
and professional apparatus of passengers. And also all goods, animals, and articles whatsoever, imported for the 
public service, or uses of the Colony of British Columbia, or for the use of Her Majesty’s Land or Sea Forces, 
or of any person holding any command or appointment in Her Majesty’s Forces aforesaid: Provided always 
that all articles so excepted from duty as above mentioned, are the property of passengers and oflicers, for use, 
and not for making a profit by the sale thereof. 





No. 8. 
Exrract from a DESPATCH from Governor Krnnepy, C.B., to the Right Hon. 


Epwarp Carpwe.t, M.P. 
(No. 16.) Victoria, March 21, 1865. 
(Received May 15, 1865.) 
I nave deferred replying to that part of your Despatch No. 2,” dated 30th 
April, 1864, on the proposed union of Vancouver Island with British Columbia, until I 
could report some definite action of the Legislature of this Colony on the subject. 

After various abortive proceedings (the details of which I need not trouble you 
with) the resolutions communicated in my Despatch No. 147 of this date were adopted by 
the Legislative Assembly on the 27th January 1865. | 

These resolutions, coupled with those of the Chamber of Commerce, transmitted in 
my Despatch No. 15, also of this date, will enable you to judge of the public feeling on 
the subject. 

I took an early opportunity, after the expression of opinion by the Legislative 
Assembly, to have a personal consultation with Governor Seymour *™ * * 

A year’s experience and close observation in this Colony have led me to adopt a 
very decided opinion of the expediency—I might almost say necessity (for to that I think. 
it must come)—of uniting British Columbia and Vancouver Island under one Governor, 
one Legislature, and equal laws. 

The proposal of my predecessor, adverted to in your Despatch, that there should be 
one Governor, “that the Colonies should each have its separate Legislature, make its 
“‘ own laws, raise and apply its own revenue, as at present, for its individual benefit,” 
seems to me to be surrounded by difficulties, and fraught with the elements of dissolution 
and discord. | 

The difficulty of one Governor administering two neighbouring Governments, con- 
ducted upon different and antagonistic commercial principles, as they exist at present, 
seems to me insuperable. 

If these Colonies progress (as it is hoped), the ports of one being free and the other 
levying import duties, it would ultimately require a large portion of the revenue of the 
one to suppress smuggling from the other, a fact well illustrated by the contraband trade 
at present carried on with Vancouver Island and the neighbouring American territory, 
between which similar conditions at present exist. 

As regards the control and management of the Indian population (which is a most 
important subject of consideration), who migrate between the two Colonies, the necessity 
of uniform legislation and policy are, I think, self-evident. 

A uniform postal system, and all other subjects on which united action are 
necessary, could hardly. be carried out, or at best would be weakened by separate 
Legislatures. 

The population of each Colony is and will long continue to be too small for healthy 
political action. | 

All the advantages derivable from mutual aid and co-operation would be lost, and 
a bitter and senseless rivalry (as at present growing up) engendered in their stead. 

I think it would be difficult to find two Colonies or communities who are so neces- 
sarily dependent on each other for progress and support. 

The readiness of the Legislative Assembly of this Colony to abandon the free 
port of Victoria at once removes the only serious difficulty which has hitherto beset 
this question, a course of action approved of by an overwhelming majority of their 
constituents. 

The separate existence and possibly hostile legislation of these Colonies affords a 
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bad public example, and must continue to be an increasing embarrassment to Her 
iesty’ ] ent. : 
aa pat aa upon the question of relative gain of each Colony in the event of 
union, beyond expressing my opinion that the resources of this Colony, by means of direct 
taxation alone, are ample to defray the expenses of Government, with the maintenance, if 
necessary, of its free port; 7 a its financial condition on the whole is quite as 
ory as that of British Columbia. 
“atthe Soe Seca vetneat under which these united Colonies could be most easily and 
successfully governed is an important subject for consideration. = 

The form of Government at present existing in this Colony, namely, an Elective 
Assembly of 15 Members, and a nominated Legislative Council, does not, and in my opinion 
never can, work satisfactorily. There is no medium or connecting link between the 
Governor and the Assembly, and the time of the Legislative Council (which comprises the 
principal executive officers) is mainly occupied in the correction of mistakes, or undoing 
the crude legislation of the Lower House, who have not and cannot be expected to have 
the practical experience or available time necessary for the successful conduct of public 
affairs. On financial subjects they are always greatly at fault. 7 

I would therefore recommend (should the opportunity for remodelling the form of 
Government occur) that there should be one Chamber only, composed of elective Members, 
as at present, with the addition of nominees of the Crown in the proportion of one third, 
with power to resolve itself into two separate Chambers, when the state of the population 
would justify or render it necessary, a contingency which is,, 1 think, far distant. 

I believe that this change would find favour with the intelligent portion of the 
public, and a large number, if not a majority, of the present Assembly, whose constitution 
it would affect. i - ; , 

I have abstained from expressing any public opinion, or exercising any influence ti 
may possess, in encouraging this movement, but I have no doubt that the expression of 
the former and legitimate use of the latter, if acquiesced in by Governor Seymour, would 
immediately remove ali serious opposition to a union of these Colonies, which I consider 
a matter of great imperial, as well as colonial interest. 








No. 9. 
Copy, of a DESPATCH from Governor Seymour to the Right Hon. 


Epwarp Carpwe.i, M.P. 


(No, 30.) 
New Westminster, March 21, 1865. 
Sir, (Received, June 29, 1865.) . 4 
[nave the honour to forward a printed Paper of which I have become accidentally 
possessed, containing certain resolutions passed and statements made by the Chamber of 
Commerce at Victoria. 

2. You will observe that these resolutions and statements, which attribute somewhat 
unworthy motives to the Government of this Colony, were transmitted to you before I 
became officially aware of their existence. I feel that I should be neglecting my duty to Her 
Majesty's Government and to British Columbia were I to pass unnoticed statements eman- 
ating from a respectable source, and which have been published with something approach- 
ing to accuracy in the daily periodicals of the neighbouring Colony. Of the resolutions, 
had they been unsupported by the statements, I should not have had to complain. ‘They 
are the expression of the opinion of a beaten party. You are aware that the candidates on 
the Free Port side were rejected at the last Victoria elections. The beaten party have, 
however, the support of the people of Vancouver, in so far as they advocate a union with 
this Colony. With us, the Legislative Council has on more than one occasion unani- 
mously protested against the proposed connexion. 

3. I will pass over the earlier portions of the statements, but must pause when I reach 
the assertion that Victoria—I have no word to say against Esquimalt—possesses “ a 
,, “*pacious and convenient harbour, approachable at all times, by night or day, for sea- 

going ships of every burthen.” I must refer on this point to the highest authority I 
can procure, that of Captain Richards, R.N., the present Hydrographer to the Navy. 
In his sailing directions for Vancouver Island, page 20, I find, “The entrance to 
* Victoria Harbour js shoal, narrow, and intricate, and with 8.W. or S.E. gales a heavy 
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rolling swell sets on the coast, which renders the anchorage outside unsafe, while 
vessels of burthen cannot run in for shelter unless at or near high water. Vessels 
drawing 14 or 15 feet may, under ordinary circumstances, enter at such times of tide, 
and ships drawing 17 feet of water have entered, though only at the top of spring 
tides.” Captain Richards proceeds to state that in the harbour “the space is so 
confined and tortuous, that along ship has great difficulty in making the necessary 
turn ; a large per-centage of vessels entering the port, small as well as large, con- 
stantly run aground from these causes.” Further on, “ it appears not a little remark- 
able that, with the excellent harbour of Esquimalt within two miles, Victoria should 
have been continued as the commercial port of a rising Colony, whose interests cannot 
but suffer materially from the risks and delays which shipping must encounter in 
approaching the commercial capital.” He concludes his notice of the harbour, while 
allowing that Victoria suited the former wants of the Hudson’s Bay Company, “it has 
“ been a fatal mistake at a later date not to have adopted Esquimalt as the commercial 
* capital.” } 

4, I will add my own personal testimony, though entirely unnecessary, to that of 
Captain Richards. After threading in safety by the chart and compass on a dark night 
the narrow channels among the islands of the Gulf of Georgia, I have found myself 
scarcely able to determine which of the indentations of the coast was the Harbour of 
Victoria. No light of any kind marks its entrance, and in a small steamer, drawing but 
3 feet 6 inches, we have shared the fate of the “large per-centage of vessels, small as 
** well as large,” and run aground. 

5. I wish to dispose of the questions relating to natural features, raised by the 
Chamber of Commerce, before following their arguments into political matters. Having 
thus lauded the harbour of Victoria, they proceed to deal in a less generous manner with 
Fraser River. The statements assert that the ‘intricate, narrow, and uncertain channel 
* through the sand heads at the mouth of the Fraser is available only for ships drawing 
* 16 feet of water at the utmost, and then requiring the assistance of steam.” They go 
on to speak of the “ subsequent danger and delay attending river navigation to New 
“« Westminster, the currents during the summer’s freshets being very rapid.” Either the 
Chamber of Commerce of Victoria or the Hydrographer of the Navy is very much 
mistaken. I beg leave to refer to page 97 of the book already quoted: “ Fraser River, 
“in point of magnitude and present commercial importance, is second only to the 
* Columbia on the North-west Coast of Amierica. In its entire freedom from risk of 
‘« life and shipwreck, it possesses infinite advantages over any other river on the coast, 
and the cause of this immunity from the dangers and inconveniences to which all great 
“ rivers emptying themselves on an exposed coast are subject is sufficiently obvious.” 
Captain Richards then alludes to the “ fixed and unvarying character of the shoals 
“ through which this magnificent stream pursues its undevious course into the Gulf of 
“ Georgia; and there can be little doubt that it is destined at no distant period to fulfil 
* to the utmost, as it is already partially fulfilling, the purposes for which nature meant 
“ it—the outlet for the products of a great country.” In descending the stream on 
reaching Langley, 12 miles above New Westminster, Captain Richards finds that “ the 
“ river becomes a broad, deep, and placid stream, and, except during the three summer 
“ months, the influence of the flood stream is generally felt, and vessels of any draught 
“may conveniently anchor. The depth is ten fathoms; the current not above three 
« knots. Vessels of from 18 to 20 feet draught may enter the Fraser, and proceed as 
«‘ high as Langley, or a few miles above it, with ease, provided they have or are assisted 
“ by steam power. ‘The only difficulty is at the entrance, and that is easily overcome 
“ by providing pilots and the means of maintaining the buoys in their position.” The 
Chamber of Commerce speaks of the “‘intricate, narrow, and uncertain” entrance. I 
have already quoted Captain Richard’s expression of “undevious.” He adds later, “ that 
“‘ the stream has forced an almost straight though narrow passage.” I may strengthen 
the refutation of the alleged “ uncertainty” of the entrance. I had the channel 
recently re-surveyed by Mr. Pender, R.N., charged with the Admiralty survey of this 


6c 


coast. He found that it had sustained scarcely any appreciable change since the passage. 


was first marked out on the settlement of the Colony. 

6. The statements made by the Chamber of Commerce on matters susceptible of 
proof are somewhat remarkable. I hardly assume, in a body professing to represent the 
commercial capital and intelligence of the two Colonies, an ignorance of a book of 
sailing directions for their coasts, “ published,” as the title page would show them, “ by 
“ Order of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty.” If Captain Richards is in error, 
and his sailing directions calculated to lead ships into danger, his statements ought, in 
the interest of commerce, to have been boldly met. But he has been left aside 
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unnoticed, and assertions directly opposed to those made public by the Admiralty have 


been officially forwarded to you. . a 
=. Although my own considerable yachting experience has led me to rely with the 


utmost confidence upon Captain Richards’ directions, I feel that statements emanating 
from a Chamber of Commerce are at least entitled, where I allow myself to doubt their 
correctness, to the respect which requires care in refutation. I add, therefore, in support 
of the directions of the Hydrographer of the Navy, the enclosed letters. from Vice- 
Admiral Kingcome, lately Commander-in-Chief of the Pacilic Squadron, and Captain 
Lord Gilford, commanding Her Majesty’s ship “T ribune, authorities worthy surely of 
weight with the Victoria Chamber of Commerce. ‘These letters were published im 
the official Gazette of this Colony. , fit 

8, Admiral Kingcome notices that the arrival of Her Majesty's ship “Tribune,” 

drawing 19 feet 6 inches, opposite this town, most ‘‘conclusively proves “that direct 
“ communication with New Westminster can be carried on by ocean ships of large 
“ tonnage.” He says further, “ the approach to the entrance of Fraser River possesses 
“ many advantages over that of the Thames. [In the first place, the water is much 
smoother, and it is not exposed to any sea such as that raised in the North sea by 
easterly gales, which, in many instances, has caused the loss of ships. Secondly, there 
are no outlying sands, and the channel is not near so tortuous, and marks can be 
“ placed on the land, which in the Thames is nearly impossible. ‘Thirdly, the weather 
is much clearer, and the position of a ship more easily fixed.” ‘Fourthly, the anchorage 
in English Bay is far preferable to that in the Downs. In both rivers ships must wait 
for the tides, and with the same or even half the precautions in the I’raser that are 
used in the Thames a perfect stranger would have no difficulty im taking ships 
drawing 19 or 20 feet to New Westminster.” : 
9. In leaving the river, the ‘‘ Tribune” unfortunately grounded. Lord Gilford, in 
showing that the accident was caused by the dull white colour of a pole which marks 
the Channel, reports to the Commander-in-Chief on the station: “I deem it my duty 
“ to state that, notwithstanding Her Majesty’s ship under my command having taken 
‘“‘ the ground on her.outward passage, I am of opinion that vessels drawing from 18 to 
‘ 20 feet could enter the Fraser in perfect safety, provided the channel be properly 
‘“‘ buoyed with marks which can be seen at a reasonable distance.” ‘The Chamber of 
Commierce is aware that great improvements have, since Lord Gilford wrote, been made 
in marking the Channel; that iron buoys have been ordered out from England, and 
tenders are invited, not only in our local papers, but in those of Victoria, for the 
construction of a light«ship for the mouth of the Fraser. 

10. I admit that Esquimalt possesses all the advantages ascribed to it jointly with 
Victoria, but the “ fata!” mistake alluded to by Captain Richards now causes irritation 
and inconvenience in both Colonies. I can see no objection to merchandise destined for 
us being transhipped in Esquimalt, but I do object to the present system under which 
our traffic is artificially conducted up the narrow and tortuous harbour of Victoria, 
causing a great loss of time and increase of expense. I have no certain information as 
to the amount of delay, but I believe that a fortnight to three weeks elapses after the 
arrival of a ship in Esquimalt harbour before any portion of her cargo reaches New 
Westminster. 

11. The 12th paragraph states that under a former rule the advancement of each 
Colony was regarded as the benefit of the other. Unquestionably, even now, the legiti- 
mate advancement of each Colony is regarded as the benefit of the other. 

12. I am in ignorance of the motives which induced Her Majesty’s Government to 
make two Colonies of the British possessions to the westward of the Rocky Mountains, 
to lay out the plan of a city of vast dimensions near the mouth of the Fraser, and 
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to sell the lots on the faith that on them would stand the future capital of British 
Columbia. If the mainland was to continue to be the dependency of an outlying — 


island, no second capital was required, and steps ought boldly to have been taken, regard- 
less of the private interests of the Hudson’s Bay traders and others, to erect a great 
commercial town on the fine harbour of Esquimalt. Unquestionably, under the rule of 


, my predecessor, Victoria became the principal English port on this coast, and New West- 


minster commenced a retrograde course early in its history. It could hardly have 
been otherwise. The Governor and other public officers drew their full salaries from 
British Columbia and resided in Vancouver Island. Victoria escaped all indirect taxation, 
while heavy duties were collected on all articles consumed on the mainland. The 
Hudson’s Bay Company ran their steam vessels to the Fraser to connect with the river 
Steamers, and draw down to the seat of government and of commerce the miners im- 
mediately on their arrival from the gold fields. The San Francisco steamers called at 





: 


OF BRITISH COLUMBIA AND VANCOUVER ISLAND. 23 


Esquimalt only, and thus passengers for California had no inducement of any kind to 
remain even a few hours, voluntarily, in this Colony. While waiting for the steamers the 
miners spent their money in Victoria, and thus billiard rooms and drinking saloons arose, 
and the place acquired sufficient importance to depopulate New Westminster without 
attaining any solid foundation or considerable prosperity for itself. The Chamber of 
Commerce speaks of the trade with China, the Sandwich Islands, Russian America, and 
other places. How, if this be important, is it that the prospect of a portion of the 


traffic of British Columbia, taking the short and undevious route by the Fraser, shakes © 


the whole of Victorian society to its foundations, and causes a state of political ferment 
such as the island had never seen? Victoria did not attain any solid prosperity while 
having her interests set above those of this Colony and of the whole of Vancouver 
Island not included in her town lots. Let me state how British Columbia fared. 

13. I had not seen even in the West Indies so melancholy a picture of disappointed 
hopes as New Westminster presented on my arrival. Here, however, there was a display 
of energy wanting in the tropics, and thousands of trees of the largest dimensions had 
been felled to make way for the great city expected to rise on the magnificent 
site selected for it. But the blight had early come. Many of the best houses were 
untenanted. ‘The largest hotel was to let, decay appeared on all sides, and the 
stumps and logs of the fallen trees blocked up most of the streets. Westminster appeared, 
to use the miners’ expression, “ played out.” 

14. But it would have been urged, before the late excitement in Victoria, that the two 
Colonies prospered, and that, therefore, it mattered but slightly if those who bought 
land in New Westminster were losers by the speculation. It is not for me to report on 
the condition of Vancouver Island, but I have to state that British Columbia did not 
prosper. You are aware of the passionate appeals for separation which came from this 
Colony. ‘The revenue of 1864 fell short of the estimate by 15,000/., and, but for the acci- 
dental discovery of gold on the Kootenay, at the close of the year, the receipts would have 
shown a deficiency of 21,000/. on the estimated revenue. At the time of my taking over 
the government there was a local debt of 53,858/., in addition to that incurred in England, 
composed chiefly of Road Bonds and an overdrawn account at the Bank of British 
Columbia. ‘The miners were not prosperous, and the labourers in Cariboo had diminished 
in number. What class was then thriving? Merchants there are but few. ‘The Cham- 
ber of Commerce states (para. 22) that there is not at this moment a single importing 
mercantile establishment throughout the Colony. Yet the number of traders who have 
taken advantage of the Insolvent Debtors Act was one-third greater in 1864 than in 
1863. Perhaps, however, the country gentlemen who had introduced large capital and 
acquired land at a low price were the class who flourished while cther interests drooped. 
Not so, I regret to say. Prosperity has not yet favoured their meritorious labours. ‘The 
Legislative Council expressed a wish that some unpaid magistrates should be appointed. 
I offered a commission to three of the principal country gentlemen; one accepted the 
office; a second told me frankly he had sunk everything, and was on the brink of’ insol- 
vency, unless further remittances arrived from England ; the third sent me in a statement 
of his circumstances, showing that, if pressed by his creditors, he would be unable to 
meet his liabilities. 

15. This is the state upon which British Columbia entered the London market as an 
applicant for a further loan of 100,000/. What security had it to offer? The merchants 
of Victoria were in no way liable; the miners, owners of the most valuable claims, have 
no habitation in the Colony. The statement respecting the importing merchants is not 
wide of the truth. Our creditors have, therefore, but the hard pressed owners of the soil 
to depend on. 

16: It will hardly be cause for surprise if a document which deals loosely with facts 
should exhibit carelessness when it comes to deal with motives. ‘The Chamber of Com- 
merce, without any communication with myself or the Legislature of this Colony, state 
that our recent legislation has been “intentionally antagonistic to Victoria.” ‘This view 
was adopted at a public meeting held in that town. I enclose a copy of the petition 
which they originated and of my reply. The Legislative Council attached so little 
weight to the signatures, that the petition was not even taken up by the House. My 
answer will, I trust, dispose of the statements in the 23rd paragraph. As to the dissatis- 
faction supposed in the 24th to exist, I may at once say, that miners, like other men, are 
not partial to taxation, but that, although they have been worked upon in every way by 
the political agitators of Victoria, the orly public manifestations of feeling which we have 
seen recently were the receiving the steamer (which, I believe, brought up the petition) in 
New Westminster with three groans for the Hudson’s Bay Company, whose agents are 
prominent among the agitators against a legislation. ‘The last batch of miners on 
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landing here spontaneously gave three cheers for the Governor, whom, had they attended 
to the directions of the Victoria press, they would have opposed by all means, fair or 
unfair. Immediately after cheering the Governor, three cheers were given for Mr. 
O’Reilly, the Gold Commissioner of Cariboo, who had, in the council, taken a prominent 
part in recent legislation. . 

17. The 25th paragraph alludes to the circumstance of vessels having to clear at New 
Westminster instead of Victoria for the north-west trade. I would venture to call your 
attention to the Duke of Newcastle’s Despatch, No. 33, of 15th June 1860, which states, 
what the Chamber of Commerce is well aware of, that the collecting of duties at Victoria 
on vessels bound for this Colony cannot be enforced. If the commerce of Vancouver 
Island is put to inconvenience by coming up the Fraser, I can only say it is by the action 
of my predecessor. His proclamation of 2nd June 1859 declares New Westminster to be 


the only port of entry in the Colony. I have induced the Legislative Council to give _ 


me, by ordinance, the power of creating additional ports, and I shall avail myself of its 
provisions in relief of the north-west trade. 

18. You will observe in the 26th paragraph a'minute account of the inconvenience and 
loss to which a vessel was exposed by having no alternative but to clear at New West- 
minster when the doing so’ became physically impossible on account of the ice on the 
river. I send a statement of the case, made by the collector of customs at this port, 
from which you will observe how widely inaccurate are the statements of the Chamber of 
Commerce. Mr. Hamley also disproves all the assertions respecting the closing of the 
river by ice for four months in the winter. Without further explanation let me simply 
say that, during an official experience of upwards of 20 years, I have not met with a 
series of statements so carelessly made by so respectable a body. | 

19. But I take this carelessness or absence of candour as the most convincing proof of 
the earnestness of the signers. ‘There must be great feeling ; respectable men must suffer 


much before they allow themselves to deviate, however slightly, from the strict paths of — 


truth. Doubtless, the old position of the merchants of Victoria, engrossing the whole 
traffic of British Columbia without sharing in its burdens, was an enviable one, but the 
larger Colony languished and grew weaker under the operation, and threatened to 
deprive Victoria of its commerce by simply relapsing into wilderness. Let us hope 
that a time will ere long arrive, when, sharing equally in the public burdens, the 
merchants of Victoria may derive a solid prosperity trom the increased vigour which a 
respite from the exactions of absentee traders will give this Colony. — 

20. I enclose an article from the ‘‘ North Pacific Times,” of the 17th March, on the 
subject of the resolutions and statements of the Chamber of Commerce. AAT: 

I have, &c. . 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed) FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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Colonial Secretary’s Office, 8th June 1864. 
Tur Governor has directed the publication of the following letter he has received from Vice-Admiral 
Kingcome, Commander-in-Chief, respecting the navigation of Fraser River. ‘The suggestion contained 
in the early part of Admiral Kingcome’s letter will be carried out, anda light ship will, in addition, be 
placed on the Sand Heads. 
By command, ; 
' Artuur N., Biren. 


Oo 


Sir, “Tribune,” at New Westminster, 7th June 1864. 

I pero it right to brmg under your notice that, in coming to this place yesterday, I did not find 
any marks, except the two outermost buoys, for the channel from the Sand Heads to New Westminster, 
and that it was only through the ability and intimate local knowledge of Mr. Titcomb, pilot, that the 
“Tribune ” was enabled to reach this port. 

As it must be of vast importance to the future commercial prosperity of British Columbia, that the 
approach to New Westminster should be made as easy of access and free from danger as possible, and 
the presence of the “ Tribune” (drawing 19 feet 6 inches) in these waters proving most conskinively that 
direct communication with New Westminster can be carried on by ocean ships of large tonnage, I 
would submit for your Excellency’s consideration the expediency of having the channel carefully 
examined and marked out by large spar buoys, distinguished by different colours, placed on the banks 
or edge of the shoal water on each side, and securely moored with runuing chains, on the plan suggested 
by Captain Richards, late in charge of the Admiralty Survey of these coasts. ‘The narrowest part of 
the channel and the shoalest water is about midway between Garry Point and the Sand Heads, and 
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here I think two well-marked beacons should be placed on the land in such a position that when in line 
they would lead over that part of the bar where the deepest water is to be found. 

With the aid of a powerful steam tug, ships can reach New Westminster with facility, for the 
ce to the entrance of the Fraser River possesses many advantages over that of the Thames. In 
the first place the water is much smoother, and it is not exposed to any sea such as that raised in the 
North Sea by easterly gales, and which, in many instances, has caused the loss of ships. 

Secondly, there are no outlying sands, and the channel is not near so tortuous, and marks ean be placed 
on the land, which on the Thames is nearly impossible. 

Thirdly, ‘the weather is much clearer, and the position of a ship more easily fixed. 

Fourthly, the anchorage in English Bay is far preferable to that in the Downs. 

In both rivers ships must wait for the tides, and with the same or even half the precautions in the 
Fraser that are used in the Thames, a perfect stranger would have no difficulty in taking ships drawing 
from 19 to 20 feet to New Westminster. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JoHn KinccomeE, 
His Excellency Governor Seymour, ’ Vice-Admiral, Commander-in-Chief. 
&e. &e. &e. 
Str, H.M. Ship “ Tribune,” Esquimalt, 13th July 1864. 


Wiru reference to your communications of the 7th and 9th June to his Excellency the Governor 
of British Columbia, relative to the navigation of the entrance to the Fraser River, I deem it my duty 
to state that, notwithstanding Her Majesty’s ship under my command haying taken the ground on her 
outward passage, I am of opinion that vessels drawing from 18 to 20 feet could enter the Fraser in 
periert safety, provided the channel be properly buoyed with marks that can be seen at a reasonable 

istance. . 

2. The “Tribune” took the ground because the inner buoy (which is a pole painted a dull whitish 
colour, only showing 4 feet above water), could not be seen until after a careful search with a spy- 
glass for 10 minutes, although only 600 yards distant when the ship struck; the next buoy (No. 4, 
black and red), a mile further down the channel, being plainly in view at the time. The colour of the 
water and the inner buoy were almost the same. 

3. The Chart No. 1,922 was useless, and having no local knowledge, I could not judge by my distance 
from Garry Point that I was running into danger. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) GiLrorp, Captain. 
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_ Colonial Secretary’s Office, 24th March 1864. 
Tue Governor directs the publication of a petition, with 321 signatures, forwarded to him from 


Victoria, praying for the amendment of the Customs Act of the present session, together with his: 


reply. 
By command, 
Artuur N. Bigcu, 


To his Excellency Frepertck Seymour, GoveRNorR of BririsH Corumeta, &e. &e. 


The petition of the miners, traders, and others, citizens of British Columbia, now in Victoria, and 
unanimously adopted at a public meeting held February 25th, 1865, 

Humbly sheweth: 

Whereas our honourable Law makers have lately passed an Act increasing largely the duties on 
imports into our Colony, and we, the miners, traders, and citizens of the Colony, who have all our 
interests there, and a natural earnest desire to see it progress and prosper, deem it to be our privilege 
as well as our duty to consider calmly, deliberately, and most respectfully this action, and to give the 
full and honest expression of our views on the subject ; therefore: 

I. Resolved, That in our judgment the Customs Amendment Ordinance, 1865, is an act of legis- 
lation which is inopportune, unwise, impolitic, unjust, and inequitable in its general provisions. . 

It is inopportune: 

Ist. Becaise it largely increases the cost of living in the Colony at a time when the mining and 
trading interests of the country can least afford to bear such an increase. The past season was in every 
sense an unprofitable one. The miner’s labour was to a great extent spent in preparing for future 
operations, and his profits were consequently small. The trader shared the small profits of the miner. 
This has produced a general feeling of distrust and depression in the country. ‘The increased taxation 
only tends to add to this feeling, and thus deter both men and capital from going into the country. 


2nd. Because a gold export tax of three per cent. has just been imposed on all treasure leaving the- 


Colony, which is in itself a heavy increase upon our former taxes. When to this is added a high tariff 
on all the necessaries of life, it becomes a burden from which men regarding their best interest will flee 
when the first opportunity is offered. 

It is unwise and impolitic: 

Ist. Because it will not inerease the revenue of the Colony, The great diminution in the amount of 
imports into the Colony caused by this tariff will diminish’ the aggregate revenue so much that there 
will be a large deficit to be made up next year, when the mining population will be so small under the 
operation of onerous taxes that it cannot ve collected. No direct importations into the country can 
prevent this result, even if such importations should enable traders to furnish supplies at the same cost 
that they could have done under the old tariff. 
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2nd. We believe there are rich deposits of gold in the wildest and most inhospitable portions of the 
Colony. These gold fields are as yet unexplored and undiscovered ; it will require men and capital com- 
bined to discover and develop them. In many instances large companies have been organized and other 
preparations made to send capital into the country for this purpose. This tariff discourages and cripples 
all such operations by an unfair increase upon all the articles and implements required for their work. 
Prospecting in the Colony, upon which so much of our future success depends, is thus checked, if it is 
not entirely prohibited. ; ’ i 

3rd. There are hundreds of men in the Colony who have spent all their means and time during the 
past three or four years without success. Within the small distance of one and a half miles on Williams 
Creek, six hundred thousand dollars have been thus spent. ‘These men have experience in the country, 
they are not altogether discouraged, and they purpose to go again into the mines with the hope that 
they will yet be able to get something in return for their lost labour and means. This tariff discourages 
such men, and will force them to gather up their small earnings for the season and leave the country 
for ever. 

4th. The small trader and packer, who has invested his means in provisions, and is now on his way 
or about to start for the Colony, will be compelled to seek another market. He cannot pay a double 
tariff and compete with those traders now in the country. He will find a better and more profitable 
market in the neighbouring gold fields of Washington and Idaho territories. 

It is unjust and inequitable: 

lst. Because the increase in the absolute necessaries of life far exceed that on the luxuries, thus 
making the labourer in the country bear the main, if not the whole, burden of the taxation. As an 
instance, the tariff on beans, one of the principal articles of consumption by the miner, is increased from 
3 to 20 per cent., while that on ale and porter is only increased from 10 to 40 per cent.; the tariff on 
flour is increased more than threefold, while that on wines is only doubled. 

2nd. The tariff is made to take effect at once, thus causing a sudden and quick rise in provisions in 
the mines just as the season begins. By this means the mimer will be forced to pay famine prices in 
the spring, and perhaps be driven by necessity to leave the country before he has had a fair chance to 
go to work profitably. A reasonable notice for the enforcement of such a measure is customary in 
other countries, as it is equitable and fair. 

II. Resolved, 'That in our opinion the idea that such a tariff will encourage direct importations to 
the Colony from distant ports is a fallacy, with reference to British Columbia, which has no foundation 
in reason, and will result in no good to our Colony. ‘The legislators of British Columbia cannot con- 
trol the laws of commerce. Such legislation is not more onerous to the consumers of the country than 
it is impracticable and futile for the purposes for which it was enacted. 

ILI. Resolved, That we will hereafter vote for no man who favours an increase of taxation in British 
Columbia, believing as we do that the burdens of the people of that Colony are greater than they can 
bear. 

IV. Resolved, Vhat a copy of these resolutions be prepared for signature, and when signed by the 
miners and traders of British Columbia, now in this city, and by none others, they be forwarded to his 
Excellency Governor Seymour, who is hereby most respectfully requested to lay them before the 
Honourable Council and Legislative Assembly for their consideration, with this as our prayer, that they 
will cause the Customs Amendment Act to be revised, to suit the circumstances of the country. 

Signed by Josern F. Pascor and 320 others. 


GENTLEMEN, New Westminster, 23rd March 1865. 

I nave had the honour to receive, on the 18th instant, from the hands of the gentleman 
selected by the people of Cariboo East to represent their interests in the Legislative Council, the 
petition adopted at a public meeting held in Victoria on the 25th February 1865. You object to the 
Customs Ordinance lately passed in forcible terms, and give your reasons for the objections you enter- 
tain. You state that your expressions are full and honest. Of this I feel no doubt, and I am induced 
in return to give you some honest explanations. Though I do not observe appended to the petition 
many of the names most familiar to me in Cariboo, yet the opportunities of direct communication 
between the Governor and the mining population are so few, that I am willing, for the purpose of 
plying, to consider your petition as expressing in some measure the opinion of the miners of British 

olumbia. 

The general principles of the Bill which has now become law were adopted by the Legislative 
Council before my arrival in the Colony. Understand that I am not wishing to throw any of the 
responsibility that belongs to me on others. I shall not. assent to any measure that I am not prepared 
to defend. ‘The law.I found in force, and which has now been repealed, contained the objectionable and 
unusual clause, that the value of the commodities introduced to this Colony should be calculated at the 
place of import; thus taxing freight, and making the ship while on her voyage contribute to the 
support of the public institutions of this Colony. The rate of duty appeared in the tariff to be so much, 
Whereas at the Custom House a very considerable additional tax was added. Many of the miners of 
the Colony were not aware of this arrangement, and a comparison of the schedules attached severally 
to the late and the present Acts was calculated, with them, to give rise to the impression that large 
additional duties have been imposed—an impression totally unfounded where articlés are water borne 
to this Colony from the place of their growth or manufacture. In all such cases the duties are now 
lower than they were; and if you see the import duties estimated in our Ways and Means as more 
productive than last year, it is because we expect to have a much larger population in the Colony, not 
that we have a wish or an expectation to raise an additional cent in the import duties from any one of 
bei But your own practical experience may lead you to say that at the present moment you pay a 
heavier import duty than you did last year. I reply that goods landed and stored at Victoria still pay, 
in conformity with the principles of the new nieasure, a duty higher than those coming direct from the 
place of their manufacture or growth. 

“tod on powers 0 represented _to you, in the town from which you address me, that the late Cus- 
sation as been drawn upon principles hostile to Vancouver Island. Such is not the case. All the 
products raised by the agriculture or manufactured by the skill and industry of the sister Colony 
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receive, from her proximity, a protection in our markets. The beer, the cider, the carriages, whatever 
is made or grown on the island, enters on highly favourable terms into competition with similar articles 
introduced from California or Europe. If Vancouver Island is not in a position to profit by this bene- 
ficial arrangement of our law, you will see that that is no reason why Victoria should, by doing the 
principal commercial operations of this Colony, levy a toll on all we use or consume. 

But I by no means wish to deny that there is an appearance of unfriendliness towards the place from 
which you write, and I doubt not but that the expressions of “unjust and inequitable,” which you 
apply to our recent legislation, would find wide echo there. But the reasons which induced me to 
give my sanction to the new law were exactly the reverse of those attributed by you to the legislation 
of this Colony. 

It is, beyond all things, just and equitable that a community, like an individual, should make 
arrangements for the payment of the debts it may incur. You are aware that British Columbia has 
been a large borrower of money, laid out, you will allow me to say, almost entirely in facilitating access 
to the gold mines, and thus reducing the expense of living there. What is the security of this debt? 
We can hardly flatter ourselves that the Colony, which most of you gentlemen leave by the very first 
opportunity when the mining season closes, would have sufficient attractions to induce you to return to 
our gold creeks if-richer temptations offered themselves elsewhere. ‘The non-resident traders, who 
derive nearly all the profit from the commercial transactions of this Colony, are not, of course, in any 
way liable for its debts. ‘The best security would be in a resident population, and it is but reasonable 
that those who have made of this Colony their home, at whatever risk, should have the larger share of 
the profits of its commercial transactions. Let the merchants who wish to share in the benefits come 
to the Colony and share likewise the risks; and I would venture to remark that, if you and the other 
miners who now live but half the year in British Columbia were to remain here during the 12 
months, the taxation would fall much lighter on all. 

You will perhaps here observe, why do we not, by accepting the proffered union with the neigh- 
bouring Colony, extend our responsibilities and area of taxation over the merchants of Victoria and 
the miners who spend their winter in that town? Ido not feel called upon to pronounce now an 
opinion on this subject, but I would observe that no proposal for union, which offered any prospect of 
acceptation here, was made in Vancouver Island until the formal notice was given of the Customs Act 
to which you object. 

I have, however, no fear as to the ability of the Colony to meet its present and probable prospective 
indebtedness ; but this should not be left.to chance. ‘The reduction in the cost of living, which, I will 
show you, must take place at Cariboo, will make your labours more profitable, and thousands are now 
approaching our southern boundary to work our newly-discovered gold fields and share temporarily at 
least in the public burdens. 

You see that I do not assent to the main propositions contained in your address, therefore I will not 
follow you into details. I know that the immediate operation of the new Customs law is disagreeable ; 
its benefits not yet within your reach. 

You have selected the article of beans specially for comment; an article bulky, but’ of small intrinsic 
value. Compare the price of beans at New Westminster and Williams Creek, and see what makes 
them dear at the latter place. It is the transport, not the tax. fall the beans for future consumption 
were to be stored in Victoria, introduced at the highest duty, and no improvements were made in the 
communications, the difference of price would be infinitesimal and utterly inappreciable in the miner’s 
daily meals. But we look for direct importation, which would, before the season is over, reduce the 
price of all articles in Cariboo to a lower standard than yet seen there. With moderate charges, tele- 
graphic communication, and a road completed, as I anticipate, through from New Westminster to 
Williams Creek, the northern mines will present more attractions to the fortunate holders of claims 
than they have yet done. 

I will only notice one other remark in your petition. You say “a reasonable notice for the enforce- 
*“ ment of such a measure” (the Customs Ordinance) “is customary in other countries, as it is 
“ equitable and fair.” You may perhaps not be aware that when the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s 
financial statement is made in the House of Commons, an order is at once given for the enforcement of 
any alteration of duties he may suggest in anticipation of an Act of Parliament for the purpose. 
However, in the instance of the British Columbian Customs Ordinance there was elaborate notice 
given. ‘The principles were adopted by the Legislative Council on the 18th February 1864, before I 
reached the Colony. I stated on the 28th April that I should consider the question in the recess. On 
the 12th December I gave notice that a measure of the kind would be introduced. On the 12th of 
January I distinctly stated the Bill to be that of last year. No approaching measure could well have 
had more thorough ventilation. 

And now that it has passed it must be allowed to be to a certain degree tentative. You and I differ 
widely as to its merits. Let us give it a fair trial, and before the next session I shal! be prepared to 
receive (I hope, personally, on Williams Creek), with every respect, your more experienced opinion. 
Depend upon it the last thmg the Government of this Colony would desire to do is to. discourage the 
miners from developing its resources, or allow any large body of our population to lapse into a state of 
political discontent. 

The Standing Orders which I framed for the adoption of the Legislative Council provide that no 
petition shall be presented without an endorsation stating that it is “perfectly respectful and deserving 
*“ of presentation.” I am half inclined to doubt whether the terms “ unjust and inequitable ” applied 
to recent legislation can come within this definition, but I have no doubt that respect for the presenter 
and to the petitioners, whom the Governor is willing to consider as, to a certain extent, representing the 
miners of Cariboo, will secure for it an indulgent reception when I lay the petition, together with a 
copy of this letter, before the House. 

I have, &e. 
Messrs. J. I’. Pascoe, 8. Hodge, Hugh Gartland, (Signed) FRepDErIcK Seymour, 
And the other signers of the Victoria petition. 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 9. Dae 
; ORR 


Memoranvvum by the Cotiector of Customs, New WrestMInsTER. 


Ar the end of last January the schooner ‘‘Onward” went into Burrard’s Inlet, and the master, 
McKay, sent one of his hands across to the custom house to enter and ‘clear the vessel for Queen 
Charlotte’s Island. The man brought a manifest with two articles only entered on it. Of the provisions 
on board that would be subject to duty he knew nothing, and I told him to return to the vessel and brin, 
me a written account of them. He came back (the next day, I think) with the list I had asked for, bu 
with a message at the same time from the master to say that he had got a cargo of shingles at the inlet 
to take to Nanaimo, which suited him better than going north, and I gave him at once a clearance for 
Nanaimo. I wouldas readily, if he had asked for it, have given him a clearance for the north coast. It 


was a matter entirely of calculation on the part of the master; and the statement of the Chamber of — 


Commerce, that a clearance was refused unless the vessel came to New Westminster, is untrue. 

In the same paragraph of the report of the Chamber of Commerce it is stated that New Westminster 
has constantly received supplies from Burrard’s Inlet when the river has been closed. It has happened, 
within my experience of six years, once, and once only, in\1862, when the weather was unusually 
severe. | 

In this present year the weekly steamer has missed but one trip, and that was not because of ice in 
the river, but because the mail was brought to us by another vessel. ai 

Custom House, (Signed) W. Hamtey. 

30th March 1865. 


P.S.—On the 4th of January the “Meg Merrilies” went mto the inlet with provisions for the 
working party at Port Neville; the duty was paid here, and I sent Mr. Wylde across to examine and 


pass the goods. 
(Signed) W.H. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 9. 
The “ North Pacific Times,” Friday, March 17, 1865. 


Resotvutions of the Vicrorta CHAMBER of CoMMERCE. 


~ 


Hiruerro the outcry of the Victorians against the recent action of our Legislative Council has 


seemed to spring from a feeling of panic—blind and without reason. Our own new tariff came close upon 


the heels of the most exciting election ever held in Victoria, and at a moment when the party who were 
seeking to change its entire policy had emerged from the struggle flushed with success. De Cosmos 
and McClure, in their eagerness to establish their union and tariff sentiments as the voice of the people, 
and undoubtedly contending against the whole moneyed power of Victoria, can well be excused for 
forgetting in the heat of the contest that another party must be consulted in the affair, quite as much 
interested in the question as the merchants of Wharf Street. This party so overlooked was the small 
Colony of British Columbia—the cause of the very existence of Victoria as a town of any importance, 
and at present the consumer of nearly three-fourths of its entire exports. _When, therefore, by exertions 
far surpassing any that had ever been made before they had achieved their return to the Assembly, we 
can imagine how like a thunder-clap came our new revenue law, and can pass over the bitter things 
which have been said by them, impugning not only the judgments of our legislators, but their motives 
also. . . 

Next to this came the “ miners’ meeting,” originating in political trickery, conducted by men who 
have served a long apprenticeship in “ wire-pulling” in the United States, and during the whole pro- 
ceedings of which, although concealed by the intentional gloss of newspaper reports, we can see a very 
evident attempt on the part of all influential and sensible men to shirk the responsibility of joining in 


it. Would it be a difficult matter in any community to persuade a mass of unthinking labouring men 


that an apparent additional duty upon their supplies was a hardship, while the aim of such duty, and 
the eventual expenditure of the money collected from it, was steadily kept out of view? And yet, 
after all the manufactured enthusiasm which was brought to bear upon these men, and the insidious 
appeals which were made to their selfishness, at the last accounts the whole roll of names upon their 
monster petition has reached only a little over two hundred ! ae 

But by the last express we are put in possession of an appeal of a different nature, viz., a-series of 
resolutions by the Chamber of Commerce, addressed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and 
accompanied by a lengthy memorial explaining the causes of the resolutions. This is the yoice of 


capital—a voice entitled to a hearing in every country, yet not apt to be more truthful or unselfish ° 


than that of the rabble. In the present instance, we think, this plausible and specious document can 
be shown to be onesided, not in ali respects entitled to credence, and in every line breathing attachment 
to Victoria, without the slightest reference to the interests of our own Colony. 
Our limits preclude us from giving these resolutions at length. Suflice it, the first one proclaims 
“an equitable union between the two Colonies as essential to the maintenance of imperial and local 
“* interests on the North Pacific.” ‘The second one declares “ the maintenance of the free port system 
** to be of vital importance to the prosperity of Victoria and Vancouver Island,” and “ direct taxation to 
be the only politic and equitable method of raising a revenue.” t. 
It strikes us that in the very outset of the report a strange error was committed.by gentlemen of so 
much intelligence, and representing as they do the commercial interests of so important a town as 
Victoria. They ask first in strong terms for union with British Columbia; then, in the whole of the 


“ 
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‘subsequent report, every argument that is adduced is simply applicable to Vancouver Island alone, and 
not the sightest reference is made to any measures or policy calculated to benefit us should union be 
granted. Would not their report have been far more suggestive of their business habits if they had 
first urged the advantages of union, and then have proposed a code “equitable” and fair to both 
Colonies in the event of such union taking place? Either their present report is a piece of special 
pleading, to attract the attention of the Home Government from the real point to be considered, or the 
astuteness of these gentlemen shows them that union will not probably take place against our will, and 
that their only hope is to retain their free port. We are inclined to the latter view of the case. 

Let us consider this question passed over in so politic a manner by these gentlemen, and see what 
would be an “ equitable union.” Clearly in their minds, a single Government for both Colonies, whose 
head-quarters should be in Victoria, and an amalgamation of their revenue of 30,000/., and our own of 
150,0002, to be used jointly for the support of both Colonies. Well may they ask for this for Victoria, 
for it at once relieves the Government of the immense burden of that deficit shown in the recent 
estimates. But in return for the pecuniary favours received from this Colony, what is given? ‘The 
privilege of being governed by absentees —a privilege, the value of which has in former years been 
fully tested. .A continual struggle against the moneyed power of Victoria in all elections (and the 
unscrupulous manner in which the last election was conducted gives us a slight foretaste of what it 
would be in other cireumstances)—a monopoly of all business, and all freedom from taxation for Victoria, 
to the entire ignoring of our own claims! ‘They are willing to consent to union with our revenue, but 
not to give up their pet free port! | Why, if we were one Colony, should the inhabitants of Victoria 
be free from indirect taxation more than any other part of the country. Where would the line be 
drawn, enclosing the favourite town within its limits, and excluding all the rest of the population of 
Vancouver Island from its benefits? Or would they admit Nanaimo and the other towns on the island 
into their family circle? We shouldthen see the anomaly of the residents of one side of the Gulf of 
Georgia paying 15 and 20 per cent. duties on their supplies, and the other going scot free. In no 
event could the free port be continued without a gross injustice to all who were excluded from its 
privileges. 

The idea is advanced in this report that British Columbia is indebted largely to Victoria for its pro- 
sperity, because, forsooth, our merchants buy their goods of Victoria houses! Is not this a strange idea 
for mercantile men to promulgate? What has built up Victoria but the mines of British Columbia ? 
What supports its extensive trade now but British Columbia demands? What makes the price of real 
estate rise and fall like the tides, but reports from Cariboo?. And which is the most indebted — we 
who may perhaps owe in dollars for the last shipments of bacon and beans that were made,—or they 
who owe their prosperity and even their very existence as a community to our exertions ? 

There is not, as they say, a disposition on the part of our rulers “to sacrifice the material interests 
* of British Columbia at large,” in order to elevate New Westminster above Victoria. Instead of that, 
before the passing of the last tariff, the question was carefully considered, and it was admitted on the 

art of the Government, that with a resident population of 10,000 persons in this Colony, suflicient to 
induce direct trade, the revenue would be diminished instead of increased. 

But our limits will not allow us to show up this report thoroughly. In addition to the points to 
which we have alluded above, we are sorry to state that in some instances they have seriously deviated 
from the truth. A paper emanating from so important a body as this one does is supposed to be based 
upon facts alone, and correct even in its minutest particulars. What weight will be attached to it by 
the Secretary for the Colonies when it is proved that statements are made which are absolutely 
incorrect ? 

We will refer briefly to two or three. ‘They say, “A case recently occurred in which a schooner 
“ bound for Queen Charlotte’s Island, with supplies for sone miners supposed to be short of provisions, 
“ went to Burrard’s Inlet, a distance of seven miles overland from New Westminster, was refused a 
“ clearance unless she came to New Westminster, and ultimately returned to Victoria.” 

The facts, as we obtain them from the custom-house authorities, are simply these: about a month 
since the schooner “ Onward,” Captain McKay, came to Burrard Inlet, and sending a man into the 
custom house without a manifest, asked for a clearance for Queen Charlotte’s Island. He was 
sent back with directions to the captain to send the manifest of the vessel, and pay the custom duties 
on the cargo, when a clearance would have been given him. Instead of doing this, he found a cargo of 
shingles, and returned to Vancouver Island. No clearance was refused on account of his not being in 
port, but one would have been granted upon his payment of the usual duties. 

Again, they declare that they are unable to avail themselves of New Westminster as a port of original 
shipment on account of “the intricate, narrow, and uncertain channel through the Sand Heads at the 
*“ mouth of the Fraser, available for ships drawing 16 feet at the utmost,”’—“ the subsequent danger 
“ and delay attending the river navigation, and the closing of the river by ice from time to time during 
“ the winter season, extending over four months.” Thus discourseth the Victoria Chamber of Commerce. 
About our navigation what says Captain Richards, who spent years in surveying the Gulf of Georgia 
and waters in this vicinity? “Fraser river, in point of magnitude and present commercial importance, 
“© is second only to the Columbian on the north-west coast of America. In its entire freedom from risk 
“‘ of life and shipwreck, it possesses infinite advantages over any other river on the coast. Vessels of 
* 18 to 20 feet draught may enter the Fraser and proceed as high as Langley, or a few miles above it, 
“ with ease, provided they have or are assisted with steam power.” 

Which will be received as worthy of evidence at home, the ex parte and interested statement of a body 
of men seeking to establish the stability of their own investments, or the written testimony of a navigator 
whose charts are universally acknowledged to be singularly reliable and free from error? The last 
paragraph, regarding the ice, is a very grave misstatement. Never, except during the winter of 1862, 
since New Westminster was a city, has the navigation been impeded a month during the winter ; and 
during the present and the last two winters not a week has elapsed when it was impossible to reach the 
town. Even during the winter of 1862, when the Columbia river was entirely closed, the ice blockade 
* continued here but two months and four days, instead of four months. ‘The same thing occurred to 
Portland, a town situated inland more than five times the distance that we are, struggling against the 
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Bririsn same difficulties of navigation, threefold enhanced, and yet retaining, without an effort, its position of a 
CorumpBrA commercial depét of supplies for a population of 75,000 people. ; 
AND With these remarks we will leave this document. Its specious arguments, and its gross misstatements 
Vancouver of facts, render it unworthy of the body from whichit emanated. Its evident bias will destroy its effects 
IsLAND. upon those to whom it is addressed. 





No. 10. No. 10. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Seymour to the Right Hon. Epwarp 
CarpweE., M.P. 


(Separate. ) New Westminster, March 29, 1865. 
Sir, (Received May 30, 1865.) __ 
I am aware that I have not communicated with you as fully and rapidly recently 
as I ought to have done. My first apology must be an extreme pressure of business 


during the Legislative Session; my second, the extreme irregularity of the postal _ 


arrangements. ‘The American steamers are very irregular in their arrival at Esquimalt ; 
and during the winter the Hudson’s Bay Company run their steamers as seldom as they 
can to New Westminster. 


I presume that the Governor of Vancouver Island will have informed you of the 


efforts made in that Colony to procure annexation to this. Here the feeling is strongly 
opposed to the proposed connexion. Indeed I cannot see how it could in any way 
benefit British Columbia ; and it is impossible to avoid perceiving how, under the former 
Government, this Colony was unduly depressed to raise Victoria to an. artificial pro- 
sperity. New Westminster presented a miserable aspect of decay and disappointment, 
while Victoria, though considerably more prosperous in appearance, astonished all 
strangers at the little progress a town, through which had passed many millions of gold, 
had made. | 
Among the means adopted by the people of Victoria for bringing about union has 
been that of trying to create in our mining population dissatisfaction with the financial 
arrangements of this Colony. I enclose an address presented to me by a body of 
* These will be Victoria shopkeepers and Cariboo miners, together with my reply.* There are but three 


found enclosed , : : : , Lach 
in Governor's. NAMes in the 300 which would carry weight in Cariboo, and it is by no means out of 


Despatch, - respect for the petitioners that I have answered so fully. My answer appears to have 
31 March 1865, given satisfaction, and I would beg leave very respectfully to call your attention to the 
page 20. statements it contains. e 


I Jearn, on inquiry from the Governor of Vancouver Island, that he sent on to you 
without notice to me, or comment from himself, certain resolutions and statements passed 
and made by the so-called Chamber of Commerce of Victoria. ‘The statements are 
very incorrect, and I have expressed to Governor Kennedy my regret that he should 
have sent them on without my having the opportunity of refuting them. 

There seems every likelihood of our having a rush to the newly-discovered gold 
diggings. ‘The season is, however, unusually unfavourable, and the upper roads blocked 
with snow. 

The Legislative Session is progressing satisfactorily, and I expect to prorogue’ next 
week. 

The telegraph which will connect this place with Newfoundland will be completed in 
about 10 days. 

I trust that you will forgive this informal communication made just as the steamer is 
about to sail. ) 

I have, &e. 
The Right Hon, Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed) FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 
&c. &c. &c. 


No. 11. No. 11. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Kernnepy, C.B., to the Right Hon. 


Epwarp CarpweE Li, M.P. 


(No. 92, Separate.) Government House, Victoria, December 1, 1865. 
. (Received January 24, 1866.) 
SIR, (Answered, No. 6, February 1, 1866, page 34.) 
I nave the honour to forward herewith a petition from certain merchauts, traders, 
and others resident in Victoria, Vancouver Island, which has been entrusted to me for 
transmission, 
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2. I have numbered the paragraphs of the petition to facilitate reference. Britis 
3. It is to be regretted that this petition was not presented when the resolutions of COR 


the local Legislature in favour of union with British Columbia were passed and trans- Vancouver 
mitted to you in my Despatches Nos. 14 and 16,* dated 21st March 1865. ISLAND. 


4, It will be within your recollection that I then informed you that a very decided , Pai. 
majority of the electors of the city of Victoria were advocates for the union of the ana 19, 
Colonies, accompanied by a tariff, or the imposition of import duties, as evinced in the 
return of two members to the Legislative Assembly, who at that time offered themselves 
upon those principles. 

5. I now observe with some surprise that several influential persons who supported 

~and voted for those members, and whose :influence contributed materially towards their 
return, have appended their names to the enclosed petition, praying for the “ continuance 
« of the free port policy in its fullest integrity.” . 

6. The following analysis of the signatures appended to the memorial is substantially 

correct :— 


British subjects —- - - 88 
Americans - : - - $33 
Germans. - - - =i Oh 
French - - - ait: 
Unknown - - - ah aha aes 

L572 


7. You will also observe that many of the petitioners sign as the agents for absentees, 
whether with or without their concurrence is not shown. 

8. I will now proceed to offer such remarks upon the petition as appear to me 
necessary for your information. 

9. Paragraph No. 2. It is an undoubted fact that ‘* great commercial depression ” has 
existed, and still exists in both these Colonies, and I am sure that you would have been — 
glad to have learned the petitioners’ opinion of the cause or causes of it. 

10. These causes, in my opinion, rest with the petitioners themselves, and are beyond 
the reach of any remedy which you can apply. They may be found in a system of 
reckless credit, competition, and over-trading. It is notorious that large quantities of 
goods were thrown into Cariboo market this year by the merchants of Victoria which 
did not realize the cost of carriage. ‘The supply far exceeded the demand. While this 
proved a great boon to the working miner, it left the Cariboo traders without means of 
paying their debts to Victoria, and the Victorian merchants without payment for the 
goods they supplied. ‘To this obvious cause for “ depression” may be added the more 
stringent administration of the customs laws at San Francisco and neighbouring American 
ports where a large amount of goods were formerly introduced from Vancouver Island 
without going through the formalties of the custom house. 

11. T may further remark that this “depression” is by no means confined to British 
Columbia and Vancouver Island. Many thousand persons are departing* monthly from 
San Francisco, owing to the same causes which my experience leads me to believe are 
common to all mining or gold producing countries, and will continue more or less till 
men become honest and prudent. 

12. Paragraph 4. As regards Vancouver Island, I am of opinion that the character 
and small number of the population render the present form of government inapplicable 
and expensive. ‘The statistics and taxes, as shown in the annual blue book, will enable 
you to judge whether it can be truthfully termed “a most onerous burden upon all 
“¢ classes.” On this subject I would refer you to a recent Despatch of mine, No. 81, 
22nd September 1865. 

13. Paragraph No. 8. The proclamation declaring Victoria and Esquimalt free ports, 
simply declares that they “shall be (free ports) until otherwise determined by proper 
«“ authority.” 

14. Paragraph 9. ‘The petitioners are obviously in error in stating or thinking that 
‘ the vote of the House of Assembly praying Her Majesty to grant an union of these 
« Colonies on such terms as to Her Majesty may seem meet, is not inconsistent with 
“ the prayer of your petitioners for the continuance of the free port policy in this 
“ Colony.” A reference to my Despatches Nos. 14 and 16, 1865, together with the 
whole tenor of the debates clearly point to “ union with a tariff.” 

15. I concur with the petitioners in thinking that the uncertainty existing on this 
subject is producing very ill effects upon the business and prosperity of these Colonies, 
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but this uncertainty is, and has been mainly caused by the action of their own repre- 
sentatives, over whom Her Majesty’s Government has no control in this behalf. 

16. Paragraph 10. My opinion on the subject of this paragraph will be found in m 
Despatch No. 16, 21st March 1865 _ I see no reason to alter it. | 

17. I refrain from offering any opinion on the merits of the different systems of 
“ free port” or import duties as applicable to the circumstances of this Colony, as it must 
be contingent upon union or no union of these Colonies, on which subject [ look daily 
for information or instructions from you. 3 

18. In conclusion I have only to state that I think this petition ought to have been 
addressed to the local Legislature rather than Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., ( Signed ) A. E. KENNEDY. 
&c. &c. &c. 





Enclosure in No. 11. 


To the Rigut Honovraste Epwarp CarpweEtt, Her Masesty’s Principat SECRETARY of STATE 
for the Cotontks, &e., &e. 


The numsie Petition of the undersigned Merchants, Traders, and others, resident in Victoria, 
Vancouver Island, 


HumMBLy sHEWETH, 
1. That, your petitioners having expended a large amount of capital, time, and labour in this 
Colony, are deeply interested in its welfare and success. 

2, That your petitioners view with much anxiety the great commercial depression which has existed 
for some time, and still exists, both in this Colony and also in British Columbia. 

3. Your petitioners beg further to show, that, although the interests of British Columbia and Van- 
couver Island are identical, yet, since the appomtment of a separate Governor for each, a policy (as 
instanced by the imposition of “‘ ad valorem” duties, amounting in effect to differential duties), has been 
inaugurated by the Government of British Columbia, which has unfortunately proved not only specially 
adverse to this Colony, but is operating most disastrously upon both, and in British Columbia even to 
the extent of driving people to abandon houses and farms, and leave the Colony. 

4, Your petitioners further show that the number of inhabitants in the two Colonies is so small, that 
the expense of separate Governments is a most onerous burden upon all classes. 

5. That only upon the faith of the permanent maintenance of Victoria as a free port, the mercantile 
class, capitalists, and others, expended large sums in the purchase of land, and the erection of wharves, 
warehouses, and buildings, and made Victoria so entirely the source of supply for British Columbia, 
that up to this time there is not a single importing house in that Colony. 

6. With Victoria capital nearly the whole business of British Columbia is carried on, and almost 
every enterprise in British Columbia, whether of trade, mining, or the building and employment of 
steam boats, has been undertaken by the commercial community of Victoria. 

7. That Vancouver Island, as far as it has been already explored, does not contain much land fit for 
agricultural purposes, the greater portion of it being mountainous, and densely wooded, but it is known 
to be rich in deposits of coal, iron, copper, gold, and other minerals. 

8. From its commanding geographical position, Victoria is eminently adapted for a commercial depét 
for the North Pacific, and owing to its free port, has attracted commerce from Mexico, California, the 
Sandwich Islands, Oregon, Washington Territory, the Russian possessions, India, China, and Japan. 

9. Your petitioners are of opinion that the vote of the House of Assembly of this Colony, praying 
Her Majesty to grant an union of these Colonies on such terms as to Her Majesty may seem meet, is 
not inconsistent with the prayer of your petitioners for the continuance of the free port policy in this” 
Colony, a policy which they fully believed when they settled here, and invested their means in perma- 
nent improvements, was fixed and decided upon by Her Majesty’s Government, and strictly guarded 
by the instructions issued to Her Majesty’s representative here, and published in a proclamation of 
18th January 1860, declaring the port of Victoria to be a free port. And your petitioners now pray 
that in any union of the two Colonies which may be decided upon, the continuance of the free port 
policy in its fullest integrity in this Colony, may be provided for and definitely settled, so that con- 
fidence in.the policy of the Government may not be shaken, as the uncertainty existing in this respect 
had been for some time past producing most disastrous effects upon the business, prosperity, and pro- 
perty of both Colonies. 

10. That the union of these Colonies that would be most advantageous for both, in the opinion of 
your petitioners, would be one having the nature of a federal union, having one Governor, with one 
civil list, as far as practicable, one code of laws, common jurisdiction of the law courts over both 
Colonies, with a court of appeal, and leaving the financial matters of either Colony separate, as at 
present. : 

11. Your petitioners are strengthened in their opinion of the vital importance to this Colony of the 
continuance of the free port policy, by the views expressed in a report and series of resolutions of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Victoria, and of which your petitioners desire to be allowed to append a copy, 
and make part of this petition.* 

12. Your petitioners lastly urge, that in this Colony there are many engaged in commercial pursuits 
not entitled to the exercise of the franchise, but whose interests are bound up in the Colony im which 
their capital is largely invested and employed, and whose voice cannot be heard unless in the way of 











7 * The Report and Resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce will be found as an Enclosure to Governor 
Kennedy’s Despatch, No, 15, of the 21st March 1865, printed at page 13, 
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special memorial like the present ; and this your petitioners beg respectfully to set forth will appear by  Brirtsa 
a reference to the Government Real Estate Tax Lists of the city and district of Victoria, the list of Corompra 





voters for the same, and the Governmental list of trades licences appended hereto, and which they pray AND 
to make part of this petition, by which they affirm that the bona fides of this petition will be fully Vancouver 
established. IsLAND. 
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
(Signed) D. Basincron Rive, Chairman, late Acting Attorney-General 


and Member of the Legislative Council in the Adminis- 
tration of Sir James Douglas; and 140 others, 





No. 12. No. 12, 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Kennepy, C.B., to the Right Hon. Epwarp 
Carpweu., M.P. 


(No. 97, Separate.) Government House, Victoria, December 16, 1865. 
Sir, (Received February 12, 1866.) 


J nave the honour to enclose the copy of Resolutions passed by the Legislative 


Assembly of this Colony, on the 13th instant, on the subject of union of this Colony with 13th Dee. 1865. 
British Columbia. 


I have nothing to add on this subject beyond that which is contained in my Despatches, 
Nos. 14 and 16,* of the 21st March 1865. | * Pages 6 
I also enclose, for your information, copies of communications which have passed *“*'* 


ig gk : ion of 
between the Legislative Assembly and myself on this subject. Tepialativer 


I have, &c. Assembly. 


The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P. (Signed) A. E. KENNEDY,  Mescassot 
&c., &e., &c. Governor. Garett 


- 12th Dec. 1865. 





Enclosure 1 in No. 12. Encl. 1 in 

No, 12, 

VANCOUVER IsLAND. 

Resoturion passed the Legislative Assembly December 13, 1865, read second time and agreed to, 
December 1865. 


“1. Resolved,—That this House fully endorses the union resolutions passed by this House on 
January 25, 1865, and would again repeat its conviction, that an immediate union of Vancouver Island 
and British Columbia is necessary, beyond every other measure, to impart confidence to the public mind, 
and place both Colonies on a prosperous footing. 

“9. Resolved,—That although this House has already shown its willingness to accept whatever con- 
stitution ‘Her Majesty’s Government may be pleased to grant,’ it would fail in its duty to the people of 
this Colony, as well as to Her Majesty, did it not express its conviction that no constitution would be 
- adapted to the growing wants of these Colonies that did not embrace a 1epresentative government that 
would give to the people the right to determine the mode as well as the amount of taxation, and that 
would make the official heads of departments responsible to the people of the United Colony. 

“3, Resolved,—That the above resolutions be transmitted to his Excellency the Governor with the 
respectful request that they be forwarded as early as possible to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for 
the Colonies.” 

(Signed) R. W. Torrens, 
Clerk of the House. 








Enclosure 2 in No. 12. Encl. 2 in 
No. 12. 
VANCOUVER ISLAND. 


ReEso.ution passed the Legislative Assembly December 7, 1865. 


“ Resolved,—That an humble address be presented to his Excellency the Governor, praying 
him to lay before this House copies of all public despatches forwarded by his Excellency to Mr. Card- 
well in reference to the resolution passed by this House in June 1864, in connexion with the Crown 
Lands, and all Despatches sent to Mr. Cardwell in reference to the Union Resolutions which passed 
this House in January last.” 

(Signed) R. W. Torrens, 
Clerk of the House, 








Enclosure 3 in No. 12. Encl. 4 in 


No. 12. 
Vancouver IsLanp. 


No. 92. Government House, Victoria, December 12, 1865. 
To the Honourable the Speaker and Memsers of the Lecistatirve AssEMBLY : 
GENTLEMEN, 
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of an address from the Legislative Assembly, 
praying that I would lay before the House “copies of all Despatches forwarded to Mr. Cardwell in 
‘“« reference to the Resolution passed by this House in June 1864, in connexion with the Crown T.ands 
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Britist “ and all Despatches sent to Mr. Cardwell in reference to the Union Resolutions which passed the 

CorumpiA “ House in January last.” 1 

AND With the most earnest desire to meet the wishes of the Legislative Assembly, and afford the fullest. 
VANCOUVER jnformation on these subjects, [ regret that I am precluded from complying with the conditions of their 
IsLAND. address without the sanction of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies previously obtained. 

: , I now, upon my own responsibility, lay before the House extracts of Despatches transmitted by me 
m ae i Feb.2, on the subject of the Crown Lands of Vancouver Island, relating to the matters treated of in the 
ea Despatch of Her Majesty's Secretary of State recently laid before the House ; but the production of 
No. 23, April. Despatches addressed by me to Her Majesty s Secretary of State on the subject of the “Union Resolu- 
15, 1865. “‘ tions,” either in whole or in part, before t had received replies thereto, would be a manifest breach of 
i ~~~ duty, and wholly without precedent. 

The object of the Legislative Assembly in the present instance will be probably attained by my | 

. stating that in addressing Her Majesty’s Secretary of State in March 1865, I expressed my deliberate 

conviction that the union of these Colonies would be conducive to the best interests of both, and my 
earnest desire that it should be consummated. ; 

My subsequent experience having fortified that conviction and sentiment, I continue to be firmly of 
opinion that the Colonies of British Columbia and Vancouver Island should be united, and that the union 
of them would be an important means of securing their substantial progress and prosperity. 

; I have, &e. 
(Signed) A. E. Kennepy, 
Governor. 





eS Emo 


No, 18. No. 13. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Epwarp Carpweui, M.P., to Governor 
Kerennepy, C B. 
(No. 6.) 


Sir, Downing Street, February 1, 1866. 

* Page 30. J nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 92,* of the 
Ist of December, enclosing a petition addressed to me by the merchants, traders, and 
other residents in Victoria, Vancouver Island. : 

I have to request that you will inform the memorialists that the interests to which 
they advert will not fail to receive careful consideration. 
I have, &e. 
Governor Kennedy, C.B. (Signed) EDWARD CARDWELL. 
&e. &e. 


No. 14. No. 14. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Srymour to the Right Hon. Epwarp 
Carpwe.L, M.P. 


Rue de la Paix, Paris, February 17, 1866. 
DIR, (Received February 24, 1866.) 

As you did me the honour of consulting me respecting the resolutions of the 
Legislative Assembly of Vancouver Island, praying that that Colony might be united 
to British Columbia, | would now venture to express in writing, I believe in accordance 
with your wish, my views upon the subject. 

2. I think that the Assembly has faithfully represented the desire of the majority of 
the population. So great is the anxiety for union existing in Victoria, the political 
centre of the Island, that the conditions are left entirely for you todetermine. Nanaimo, 
the second town, I believe, faintly wishes for the amalgamation of the two Colonies, but 
the people there are prosperous, contented, and the best feeling exists between them and 
the colonists of the mainland. 

3. The question of the relations of the two Colonies is one of great difficulty. They 
were, until recently, united to the extent of having a Governor in common. But the 
dissatisfaction in British Columbia, at the state of things which then existed, was such 
that your predecessor effected the separation now found so irritating to Victoria. 

4. Under the system which the Duke of Newcastle abolished, the government of 
British Columbia was carried on from the capital of another Colony. The Governor 
and principal public officers drew full pay from the main Jand and lived on the Island. 
The people of Victoria profited by the expenditure of the proceeds of taxation levied on 
another community, and were at the same time, by the freedom of the ports, relieved 
from the payment of the heavy import duties, which fell on those who made of British 
Columbia their home. Whether it was wise ever to make two Colonies of the territories 
lying west of the Rocky Mountains, it is useless now to inquire; but colonists having 
been invited to settle on the continent on the faith that they were to form an independent 
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community, possessing their own government and capital, the old system was found to _Brrris 
be manifestly unjust, and your predecessor, listening to the voice of the protesting CovumBta 
colonists, effected the separation so joyously received in British Columbia. 7 occa 

5. I say confidently that that Colony has not altered its views. It has had the one isrann. 
great wish gratified and dreads all change. I have heard this denied by Victoria 
politicians, and I have in vain asked them for any evidence to support their denial. If 
a desire for union has arisen in the Colony, how does it show itself? The gentlemen 
who successfully appeal to the people for nomination to the Legislative Council pledge 
themselves to opposition to union. ‘The Council, on this subject entirely unfettered by 
me, vote unaniinously against it. ‘The issue was fairly tried wherever there was a chance 
of success. Petitions were printed in Victoria recommending union and the abolition 
of unpopular taxation and circulated in the mining districts, but they remained unsigned. 
Indignation meetings were called in Cariboo, but no one would attend. A newspaper 
was started in that district specially to advocate union and oppose the local government. 
The miners merely protested against the scurrility of their professed organ, and when 
extraneous assistance was withdrawn it died from want of their support. 1 am, for many 
reasons, anxious that the desire for union should exist in British Columbia. It does not. 
_ 6. The efforts of the merchants of Victoria to create such a desire in the mining 
districts were, however, vigorous and well timed ; not very high principled, but showing 
considerable politicai dexterity. It was felt that union, as a separate question, could 
stand no chance of obtaining a hearing in Cariboo, but it might meet with some attention 
on the hustings, coupled with an abrogation of the export duty on gold, and a general 
reduction of taxation. Systematic agitation might, possibly, stir up the feeling against 
the gold tax to a sufficient strength to drag into light its self-imposed associate, union. 
I do not deny the unpopularity of the export duty, but the miners are aware that it was 
imposed with the consent of their own Mining Board, and voted for by their elected 
Members of Council. They know the requirements of the Government, but above all 
they know that it requires no change in their political condition, no assistance from 
without, to relieve them from any burdens unanimously affirmed to be distasteful. 

7. It would have been well if Victoria had earlier passed the resolutions in favour of 
unconditional union. It was not until the efforts to obstruct the Government of British 
Columbia, by shaking the confidence of the people in its justice, had proved vain that 
the wise course was adopted. ‘Though, I shall presently show that the larger Colony 
has progressed greatly since it attained a separate existence, yet it did not escape entirely 
uninjured froin the self-damaging attacks of the Victoria politicians. ‘The prosperity 
of both Colonies depends principally on the power of the gold mines of the mainland 
to attract a considerable share of the large floating population which, centred in winter 
in California, seeks in the public prints and in every rumour, a guide to direct its steps 
to the most profitable field for summer labour. The Victoria papers and their Cariboo 
representative, during its short existence, represented British Columbia to be overtaxed 
and unjustly governed. Many persons, undoubtedly, in San Francisco tock the English 
reports on English mines and management as correct, and turned their steps towards 
other gold fields which American speculators took care not to depreciate. ‘The efforts of 
the Victoria agitators were thus partially successful. The great objects of intimidating 
the Government and exciting disaffection failed, but a feeling outside the Colony was 
created against the then recent legislation. ‘This success, once obtained, caused alarm 
in Victoria. ‘Then came the outcry that the miners were leaving the country; mer- 
chants from the Island waited on the Governor on the subject, and when the injury was 
done the Cariboo press was silenced. 

8. Even in England, persons connected with Victoria have had a meeting where, in 
their eagerness for union, they have reported the two Colonies to be languishing or 
retrograding in their present separation. Reports on the subject, deficient either in 
eandour or information, have been furnished to the leading London journals. I regret 
that the matter of union should not have been allowed to rest, where it was properly 
placed, in your hands. Who would emigrate from England to Colonies reported by their 
own reputed representatives to have early in their career entered on their declme ? Who 
would seek investments in the funds of a community alleged to be daily diminishing in 
wealth ? 

9. I am prepared to allow that Victoria is not flourishing. I maintain that British 
Columbia is so. It may seem strange that their progress is not parallel, and I can believe 
that the cause has escaped the knowledge of some of the merchants of Victoria. The 
explanation is, however, simple. . 

10. The discoveries of gold on the Lower Fraser first attracted to British territory 
a large portion of the unattached RORHIAMOR, of Western America. The immigrants came 
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from Oregon or California by sea. Their detention at the first place of landing created 
Victoria. The bars on the Fraser were gradually worked out. Now they are abandoned 
to the labours of Chinamen. But year by year the summer immigrants pushed farther 
into the interior, still by the vailey of the great river. Finally Cariboo was discovered, 
and its prodigious wealth attracted large numbers of miners, who were fed and supplied 
from Victoria. Driven from their work by the severe climate in the winter, the 
“‘ Caribooites” spent some time and much money in that town, and added to the profits 
of the merchants who had monopolized their market during the working season. ‘There 
were no large settlements in British Columbia; it was only a Colony in name. ‘There 
was a gold mine at one end of a line of road; a seaport town (under a different Govern- — 
ment) at the opposite terminus. : 

11. Here was the real cause of the ill-feeling between the two Colonies. The’settlers 
on the Frazer paid gold-miners’ duties on all they consumed, while the people of the 
Island profited by the success of the diggers and paid no import duties. Everything was 
done to foster Victoria. Where public officers served both Colonies, the Island gave its 
own half-pay ; the full salary was drawn from the heavily-taxed British Columbians, and 
the whole, this one salary and a half, was spent on the Island. Imperial interests were 
assumed to be involved in the welfare of Victoria, and people affected to believe that 
great destinies were in store for the town, they had early begun to name the “ Queen 
“ City of the Pacific.” Meanwhile every man on the mainland knew that the town was 
kept alive by the British Columbian mines. ‘They petitioned for separation, and they 
got it. Now, at all events, the proceeds of their taxation are spent among them. ‘Trade 
is beginning to establish itself on the Fraser. On the other hand Victoria, descending to 
common sense, seeks, at the sacrifice of her free port and constitution, a close union with 
the Colony whose wealth is her support. 

12. Cariboo was the great customer for Victoria; but Cariboo, with its prodigious 
wealth, has been found not to be “ poor man’s diggings,” not competent, therefore, to 
support a very large population. The mines are of limited extent, the gold lies deep, 
and is expensive to extract. ‘The number of spring immigrants began early to fall off, 
and in 1865 was smaller than usual. There was no dearth of labourers. Cariboo warned 
off fresh comers, as every place was full. So it seemed, for with a diminished popu- 
lation, the yield of gold was in the proportion of 9 to 5 as compared with the preceding 
year. Wages were steady at 40s. a day, and the necessaries of life far lower in price 
than they had ever been before. Victoria continued to do the principal business of these 
mines ; but the population to feed was comparatively small, and Victoria suffered. 

13. So did British Columbia to a certain extent. Road-side houses on the Cariboo 
line became bankrupt as traffic decreased, by diminished immigration and accelerated 
travelling. The general condition of the Colony was, however, prosperous. ‘The 
customs’ receipts at New Westminster were, by the last account which has reached me, 
15,000/. in excess of the corresponding period of 1864. I learn that the British Colum- 
bian capital “is making great progress; houses and wharves, clearing and fencing 
“‘ going on everywhere this autumn.” And the most hopeful sign of all is beginning to 
show itself: a disposition on the part of the miners to purchase land in New Westminster 
or its neighbourhood, and commence the systematic colonization of the Lower Fraser. 
These benefits in no way assist Victoria, nor can it appreciate the improvement in the 
general condition of Cariboo, which now induces many miners to winter there instead of 
squandering their money in Vancouver Island or San Francisco. 

14. ‘To the merchant of Victoria the depression he felt in 1865 appeared to extend 
over British Columbia; but he could only see the valley of the Fraser, while a vaster 
view lay open before the eyes of the Government of New Westminster. ‘The usual wave 
of immigration was seen to come to us in equal, if not larger volume than in former 
years. Many miners were, doubtless, prevented by the Victorian outcry from coming 
direct to the English Colonies, and the more united Americans secured the preference 
for their own gold fields of Boisé or Coeur d’Héléne. But disappointed hopes soon 
drove thousands in search of richer deposits. From the sea to the Rocky Mountains, 
on both sides of the boundary line, the country swarmed with eager prospectors, who 
rushed backwards and forwards as reports circulated that the gold which all knew to exist 
had at last been found. 

15. Late in 1864 important discoveries had been made near the British Kootenay Pass 
ofthe Rocky Mountains, in our territory. It was first through American newspapers 
that I became aware of a rich and prosperous mining town existing within our limits, about 
500 miles due sasPof New Westminster. Although the Kootenay mines could, at first, 
be only approached by passing through United States territory, we soon extended 
British institutions over the new diggings, established Courts of Justice, and collected 
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taxes. On the disruption of the mining camps of the Boisé country, Kootenay received 
a considerable accession of population, and in the season of 1865 the new diggings were 
paying to the Colonial Treasury, in taxes, upwards of a thousand pounds a week. Here 
was a tangible benefit to British Columbia, which brought no immediate advantages to 
Victoria. On the contrary, the new mines, which were fed from across the frontier, tock 
away many persons from Victoria’s best customer, Cariboo. 

16. ‘The American prospectors continued to pour in by every opening in our rugged 
frontier, and the attraction of the Kootenay itself soon dimmed before the discoveries on 
the Big Bend of the Columbia. I had fortunately consented to license the running of 


- steamers, under the American flag, in the purely English waters of that river. Crowds 


arrived, freights poured in, and the advent of winter alone prevented the general rush 
which is confidently predicted for this year. I am credibly informed that these latest 
discovered gold mines have, in some places, yielded as much as eight hundred dollars a 
day to the hand, without machinery. If such be the case we need fear no competition. 
Victoria has, however, in no way shared, as yet, in the profits. The customs duties 
levied at Hort Shepherd, on the Columbia, belong to us British Columbians alone. In 
other parts of the Colony the prospectors have been successful. Near Lillooet, in a fine 
agricultural district, a stretch of nearly 70 miles of rich auriferous ground has been 
discovered, and high hopes are entertained as regards the next mining season. I say 
again that British Columbia is flourishing, and has a still brighter prospect in view. 

17. I may observe, incidentally, that the unsuccessful miners from Boisé, or the Ceeur 
d’Heléne, are as valuable to us as an equal number of those who come by Victoria and 
the Fraser. The citizens of the United States are our boldest prospectors, and not the 
least law-observing portion of our population. They come to us across the frontier 
prepared to accept our institutions, their heads undisturbed by political agitation. The 
carrying out of the last sentence of a Court of Lynch Law sometimes diminishes their 
numbers as they approach the boundary line; but once it is passed, the revolver and 
bowie knife are laid aside, and perfect tranquillity prevails under our vigorous administra- 
tion throughout the Colony. Crimes of violence are now almost unknown in British 
Columbia, and on the late circuit the Supreme Court did not find a single prisoner for trial 
at the Kootenay. 

18. While British Columbia is reputed to be languishing, it may be interesting for me 
to mention, though I write without official documents, some of the principal public works 
which have been accomplished by us in 1865. I premise with the statement that every 
surveyor and every engineer in the Colony was in Government employ last year. Every 
discharged sapper, possessing anything like adequate knowledge, was likewise induced to 
enter our service. <A good trail for pack animals has been opened from the Fraser to the 
Kootenay. ‘The Cascade Range, the Gold Range, the Selkirk Range, have been succes- 
sively surmounted; with what labour may be imagined, when I state that at the end of 
May the cutting over the Cascade Mountains had, on each side, seven feet of snow. This 
trail not only runs through English territory to a gold mine, but it affords, by the British 
Kootenay Pass, an easy access from the Pacific to the Hudson’s Bay lands beyond the 
Rocky Mountains. [ts principal value, however, to the colonists is that it already 
enables the merchants of New Westminster to undersell those of Lewiston and Walla 
Walla at the new diggings. A sleigh road has been opened from the seat of Government 
to Yale, running for upwards of a hundred miles through the dense forests of the Lower 
Fraser. A bridge has, for the first time, been thrown over Thompson's River, on the 
main road to the northern mines. Upwards of twenty thousand pounds have been 
expended on the completion of the high road into Cariboo, allowing machinery at last 
to be introduced into William’s Creek. A large sum in connecting, by a long street, the 
three mining towns in that locality. A good road now connects New Westminster with 
the sea at Burrard Inlet, and secures the inhabitants from mconvenience should an 
unusually severe winter close the Fraser. A light-ship, public libraries, new school 
buildings, testify to the energy of the Government. If I add that in the year just passed 
steamers have, for the first time, navigated the Upper Columbia, and that New West- 
minster has been brought into connexion with the whole telegraphic system of the United 
States, Canada, Newfoundland, and with Cariboo, I pomt out an amount of work 
accomplished in a single summer, I should think entirely unprecedented in so young a 
Colony. For the telegraphic communication, and the new line of steamers, the Govern- 
ment can only claim the credit of the earnest efforts it has made to second the enterprise 
of our republican neighbours. 

19. I have endeavoured at considerable length to prove, first, that union with Van- 
couver Island, or the annexation of that Colony is not desired in British Columbia ; 
secondly, that the larger Colony is not in a depressed condition. Possibly external 
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agitation in connexion with the gold export duty may have to a certain extent impeded 
her progress. If, in the violent competition on the Pacific to make the mines in the ~ 
Colony or the States superior to each other in attraction,-it be found that the British 
export duty on gold acts unfavourably to us, I can only say that the tax will be at 
once repealed. Our great public works are done, and if the export duty, though just, is 
impolitic, we will not suffer our miners to be over weighted by it in the great struggle. 

20. In the face of the reluctance of the Colony over which I preside, to be drawn into 
any union with Vancouver Island, some explanation is necessary of the motives which 
induce me to entertain the question at all, instead of confining myself to backing the 
prayer of my Legislative Council that the existing separation may continue unimpaired. 
I consider, however, my duty to require of me, that I should not confine my attention 
exclusively to the internal affairs of the tract of country under my Government, but that I 
should likewise see to the strengthening of British authority, British mfluence, and 
British power in the Pacific, and I at once admit that the existing division weakens all 
three. The dissensions between the two Colonies are looked upon in the neighbouring 
States, as rather a scandalous, but novel and’ amusing feature in English colonization. I 
am practically aware that it is extremely convenient for the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Pacific squadron to be in communication with two Governors of nominally equal position, 
close to each other, but many thousands of miles from head-quarters. I see that the 
Indian population of our north-west coast, wherever the schooner or canoe of the 
Victoria smuggler can reach, are withering and disappearing under the disastrous effects 
of the whisky traffic. I must remember that both British Columbia and Vancouver 
Island have occasionally questions to discuss with their American and Russian neigh- 
bours, and that, as things now are, there is nothing to secure uniformity of action or 
expression in the English representatives. ‘The one may be on the most friendly terms 
with adjacent powers; the other, in a state of reserve, pending a reference to Europe. 
I find myself, under these circumstances, compelled to state that, in my opinion, England 
ought to be represented by one civil authority only beyond the Rocky Mountains. Her 
Majesty’s prerogative could of course effect this, without the aid of Parliament, but if a 
Lieutenant-Governor be appointed to the smallerand poorer Colony, the change, though 
an undoubted improvement, would still leave Vancouver Island with a staff of public 
officers beyond her present ability to support. I fear that the bickerings would not cease, 
nor Victoria refrain from interference with the affairs of the neighbouring Colony. 

21. Without any specific recommendation, I proceed to consider the terms upon which 
union could be carried out with moderate satisfaction to the one Colony and the least dis- 
taste to the other. The Imperial Act 21 & 22 Vict. c. 99. (which has been repealed) pro- 
vided that, on the petition ofthe two Legislative Houses of Vancouver Island, Her Majesty 
might declare that Island to be an integral part of the Colony of British Columbia. 
This appears to me to be the principle upon which union should be carried out. But 
British Columbia has since then been favoured with a Legislative Constitution, by an 
Order in Council, and I am of opinion that no union should take place without the consent 
of the Legislative Body created under it. This, I think, might be obtained should Her 
Majesty’s Government desire it and equitable terms be proposed. But I would here 
venture to state that if a return to the old state of things~be sought to be imposed on 
British Columbia the outcry to which the Duke of Newcastle yielded but two years ago, 
will be renewed with increased volume. 

22. An Act of Parliament somewhat similar to that above referred to having been 
obtained, the consent of the Legislature of British Columbia formally recorded, the 
Governor's proclamation of incorporation issued, the laws of the main land would at once 
be extended over the Island. An early revision of these laws would, however, be 
required. This would hardly be effected, with a due regard to the interests of the newly 
acquired territory by the present Legislative Council of British Columbia. ‘That body 
should be dissolved and a new Legislature, with representatives from Vancouver Island, 
called into existence. Then arises the important question, what shall be the Legislative 
Constitution of the one great English Colony on the North Pacific ? 

23. The Legislature of Vancouver Island, of which the extinct provision of the Act, 
already quoted, contemplated the disappearance, consists of a Governor, a nominated 
Council, and an elected Assembly. ‘Theoretically, perhaps, the best form of govern- 
ment. It is not for me to inquire how it has worked in Vancouver Island; I content 
myself with saying that British Columbia is not ripe for such institutions. I found my 
opinion upon the following grounds :—J//rst, on account of the vast number of aliens 
resident in the Colony, who would, I presume, be excluded from the suffrage were a 
symmetrical constitution to be established. Secondly, because there are but few persons 
who could devote their time and attention to the public service. We should soon be 





OF BRITISH COLUMBIA AND VANCOUVER ISLAND. 39 


reduced to pay-our legislators, or fall into the hands of the professional politicians, of 
whom the neighbouring States furnish to us the model. Thirdly, because the uncertain 

nature of gold mining allows of a “rush” here and a “rush” there, 4s rich leads are 
_ discovered, or old claims ‘‘ cave in.” Away goes the population from the “ played out” 
town, Magistrate and constables follow, and the surveyor and his road-gang have to 
bring the new diggings into connexion with the markets of the Colony. The Governor 
must act at once on his own responsibility, and be able to rely with confidence on the 
passing of a supplementary Appropriation Act, to give a legal sanction to the unforeseen 
expenditure. ourtl/y, because our population of Indians is in a proportion of about 
ten to one of ourselves. They will now obey the great white chief. They understand 
no division of authority. Lastly, because every one in British Columbia, Americans, 
eyen more than English, see the necessity of, and wishes for a strong government. All 
like the power to be main‘y vested in one man, responsible to public opinion, and are 
averse to the professional politician. For the Colonies, if united, I would recommend 
an adherence to the principles of the legislative constitution of British Columbia, rather 
than to those of that conferred on Vancouver Island. I would, however, have a much 
larger proportionate infusion of the popular element than we at present possess. 

24. Her Majesty has by Order in Council created a body authorized to make laws for 
British Columbia. It consists of 15 members, exclusive of the Governor, with whom it 
is optional to take his seat as a member of the Board, or to keep aloof, and by so doing 
constitute himself an entirely separate branch ofthe Legislature. One-third of the Council 
is composed of the under-mentioned public officers, who are, by a separate instrument, 
constituted likewise the Governor's Executive Council :— 


The Colonial Secretary, 
The Attorney General, 
The Treasurer, 

The Surveyor General, 
The Collector of Customs. 


The remaining two-thirds are selected by the Governor, but I believe that a Despatch 
from the Duke of Newcastle directs that five of the ten shall be chosen from the 
magistracy of the Colony, and that in the appointment of the other five the Governor 
shall endeavour to be guided by the wishes of the people as signified in five distinct 
districts. Under this constitution the Government can command a majority of votes, 
but the power has been rarely exercised by me, save in cases where demands were made 
upon the Colony by the Imperial Treasury, which the Legislature, if not coerced, would 
have rejected. 

25. I would wish to make some observations upon the three divisions of the present 
Council. The five executive members are in such close communication with the 
Governor, that it is but rarely that one of them has an opportunity of asserting his 
independence by a vote against a measure introduced by the Government. Hence, 
however useful as men of business in the House, they do not, with the public, possess 
the same character for independence as the other two classes. I would recommend that 
in the new Legislature for the united Colonies the strictly official element be not 
increased. 

26. Probably in British Columbia the section of the Legislature which possesses most 
the confidence of the people is that of the magistrates. It is the right of the Governor 
to change the stations of the paid justices of the peace whenever he shall see occasion 
for doing so, therefore, the best men are always selected for the most important trusts. 
As the winter closes most of the miners’ operations, several of the magistrates can be 
spared to attend the meetings of the Legislative Council in New Westminster. 

The under-mentioned districts are represented in this manner :— 
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1. New Westminster. 

2. The Kootenay Gold Mines in the Rocky Mountains. 

3. The Gold Mines of Cariboo, nearly 500 miles north-east of New 
Westminster. 

. The agricultural, and now mining district of Lillooet. 

. The pastoral and mining country intersected by the Columbia, 
bounded on the south by the American frontier. 


4 
5 


27. The country magistrates, whose salaries are not sufficient to enable them to enjoy 
any of the luxuries of life in the expensive districts in which they are stationed, live in 
the manly state of freedom of intercourse with all classes, characteristic of British 
Columbian society. ‘The magistrates at the mines, hundreds of miles from head- 
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Britist# quarters, are necessarily invested with duties of great variety and importance. The 
ishaneiang representative of the Government, the sole referee or judge in mining disputes, gold 
hee commissioner, bankruptcy commissioner, county court judge, the magistrate is con- 

Istaxp. stantly before the public. The smallness of the police force which we can allow to 

— carry out his-decisions, and to preserve tranquillity, compels him to rely much upon his 
ersonal influence. It gives me great satisfaction to say that under these circumstances 
a body of public officers has been trained, equally respected by the people and the 
Government: The miner looks upon the departure of the magistrate for his legislative 
duties with fully as much of happy confidence as he does on that of the men he has 
assisted in returning to the House. 
28. I would propose in the new constitution to increase the number of these valuable 
legislators from five to nine. I would submit that the present discretionary power 
resident in the Governor of making his selection from the centres of population, for the 
time being, be not interfered with ; nor would I withdraw the liberty granted to him by 
the Duke of Newcastle to appoint, should he sce fit, unpaid in the place of paid 
magistrates. I-venture to submit a plan for a distribution, in the first instance, of the 


nine seats :— 


. Victoria, V. I. 

. New Westminster, B.C. 

. Cariboo, B.C. 

. Keotenay or Columbia, B.C. 

. Douglas and Lillooet, B.C. 

. Osoyoos and Southern Frontier, B.C. 
. Nanaimo, V.I. 

Yale and Lytton, B.C. 

Comox or Cowitchen, V.I. 


OODUIDOB who 


It will be said that this is not a fair distribution; six magistrates for British Columbia, 
three for Vancouver Island. I reply that the former Colony now supports nine paid 
justices of the peace, the latter only two. My plan would entail the exclusion of three 
Columbian magistrates and the creation of one, for legislative purposes, upon the island. 

29. The Duke of Newcastle directed the Governor to consult the wishes of the people 
in the appointment of one-third of the Legislative Councillors. My predecessor divided 
the Colony into five electoral districts : 


New Westminster. 
Cariboo East. 
Cariboo West. 

Yale and Lytton. 
Douglas and Lillooet. 


OUR oo ND 


The mode of ascertaining the popular desire is as follows :—A letter is written by com- 
mand of the Governor to the paid magistrate of the district, directing him to call a 
meeting of the inhabitants to select a person for a seat in the Council. Due notice of 
the meeting is given in the Gazette, and locally by the magistrate. Seats in the Legis- 
lative Council are eagerly contended for. Electioneering addresses issue from the rival 
candidates, and sometimes very considerable expense is incurred. Great discretion is 
left with the magistrate and people of the district as to the votes which shall be accepted 
and reported to the Governor. In New Westminster, I believe, in consequence of a 
feeling to that effect, aliens have abstained from voting; but in Cariboo, and I think 
other inland districts, every man who comes forward may record a vote, unless he be an 
Indian or a Chinaman. Indeed, I believe there are cases where some Chinese have been 
allowed to vote. It meets with my approval that so long as a strong English Govern- 
ment exists in New Westminster, no disqualification on account of nationality should 
exist at the gold mines. I hold it as extremely desirable that we should know the real 
interests and feelings of our many alien immigrants. That we should attach them to our 
institutions, and that, as we govern by moral force alone, not costing the mother country 
a soldier or a shilling, we should have among our Legislators men responsible to alien as 
well as English constituents. I like to hear any grievance which the American miner 
may imagine he suffers from in Cariboo disposed of, as now, by the remark, “ Wait for the 
“next election.” In the agricultural districts likewise I wish aliens to take part in the 
elections. Lytton, probably, does not contain a dozen English unofficial inhabitants. 
‘he farmers on the Thompson and Upper Fraser are many of them French. The hotel 
keepers throughout the Colony mostly belong to that nation or to the Italian. The 
time has not yet arrived for me to consider whether the Chinaman or Indian should be 
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allowed to vote at the elections. I should be disposed to exclude both. Possibly an 
exception might be made in favour of those who took out their “‘ free miner’s certificates.” 

30. The election over, the magistrate reports to the Governor the number of votes 
each candidate has received. It is by no means incumbent on the Governor to appoint 
to the Council the elect of the people, but it would require very special circumstances, 
such as have not yet presented themselves, to justify his rejection of the man placed at 
the head of the poll. The Councillor must take the oath of allegiance before his seat. 
A purely English Legislature is thus secured. 

31. Even if union is not to take place, I should wish to see the popular element 
increased in our Legislative Council. It is by gradual concessions, freely made by the 
Government, that the desire for institutions practically unsuited to British Columbia: will 
be best kept under. It is in the gold mines that I should specially desire to see the 
representation increased. If the union of the Colonies should take place, I would suggest 
that about 12 members of the new Legislature should be appointed by the Governor 
on the recommendation of the people. If the Colonies remain separate I will address you 
at a future time respecting British Columbia. I must repeat the recommendation I 
ventured to make when treating of the magisterial element, that the discretionary power 
of the Governor, as to the districts to be represented, should remain unimpaired. I, 
however, submit a rough suggestion as to the first apportionment of seats. 


Victoria, V. I. - - - : 
New Westminster, Bb. C. | 
Nanaimo, V. I. - - - 
momox, Vt Te ++" - - - 
Cariboo, East, B. C. - : - 


2 members. 
1 
1 
1 
] 
Cariboo, West, B.C. - : ot ott p 
1 
] 
l 
1 
1 


Kootenag, B; C. - - . 
Yale and Lytton, B. C. - - 
Douglas and Lillooet, B. C. - : 
Williams’ Lake, B.C. - - - 
Osoyoos and Columbia, B.C. - : 


As regards the electoral franchise, in the first mstance, I would propose to leave the 
question as it now rests in the several districts. It might be dealt with hereafter by the 
Council. A property qualification and English nationality would, I believe, be required 
in the electors of Vancouver Island. 

32. I think it would be desirable that the Governor should have the power of appointing 
two anofficial members of the Legislative Council to the Executive Council. 

33. Should union take place in the manner contemplated by the Act of the 21 & 22 
Vict., two important changes would take place in the condition of Vancouver Island. 
Its present legislative constitution would be abolished. ‘The partial exemption from 
import duties would cease. ‘The loss of the House of Assembly would not, I think, be 
much regretted. The freedom of the port of Victoria has already been much impaired, 
duties being now levied on many articles of consumption. ‘There is a certain charm in 
the idea of @ free English port on the Pacific destined to compete with San Francisco, 
and, perhaps, ultimately to establish a commercial pre-eminence for Great Britain on the 
western coast of America. But in reality few of the advantages expected from the 
free port system have been secured, and the people of Victoria, having the issue 
fairly placed before them at the last elections, have, by a large majority, determined 
that the system shall cease, and a tariff take its place. Victoria does not lie on any of 
the great highways of commerce, and I do not suppose that a vessel ever entered the port 
which was not specially bound for it on the commencement of the voyage. Besides, if the 
freedom of the ports had realized the expectations of the people of Victoria, would they 
now be in so gloomy a state, or ready to make any sacrifice to secure union with British 
Columbia? ‘The last statistical returns show that of the imports to Vancouver Island only 
one-twelfth is exported to countries other than the neighbouring British Colony. It may 
be said that smuggling is carried on to a great extent. Possibly so, but I doubt whether 
this advantage, of somewhat questionable propriety, counterbalances the inconvenience 
of the restrictions placed on British commerce in the western states of America. ‘The 
compulsion on every vessel to or from Puget’s Sound to enter or clear at Port Angelos, 
40 (?) miles to windward, is I know found a serious evil in British Columbia. The 
ships entering the Columbia or Golden Gate from Victoria are examined, I believe, with 
a minuteness and suspicion not exercised on other traders. ‘The collector of customs of 
California informed me that the commercial transactions of the British and American 
territories on the Pacific will never be conducted on an entirely satisfactory condition so 
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long as we look to the evasion of the United States laws as one of our regular sourees 
of profit. Reciprocity, such as that existing between the eastern Colonies and the 
States, would be most valuable to us ; but we cannot hope to obtain it under a system 
which contemplates the flooding, if possible, of the neighbouring territories with smuggled 
goods. Finally, British Columbia cannot receive unto herself a community which declines 
to share equally in her taxation. Victoria might retain nearly all her advantages as a 
distributing port, by the establishment of bonded warehouses, and the allowing of a draw- 
back on all merchandise, over a certain value, passing out of the Colony. 

84. In the event of union taking place, a question which will locally excite some 
interest is as to the seat of Government. Victoria is the largest town of the two Colonies, 
and is, in many respects, the most agreeable place’ of residence. 2 think, however, that 
in seeking union with British Columbia, Vancouver Island relinquishes all claim to the 
possession within her limits of the seat of Government. New Westminster has been 
chosen as the capital of British Columbia, and it would not be fair to the reluctant 
Colony to deprive her of the Governor and staff of officers. Both these towns are 
inconveniently situated on an angle of the vast British territory; but New Westminster, 
on the mainland, has the advantage over the island town. — It is al:eady the centre of the 
telegraphic system, and is in constant communication with the upper country, whereas 
the steamers to Victoria only run twice a week. ‘The seat of Government should be on 
the mainland ; whether it might not, with advantage, be brought hereafter nearer to the 
gold mines, is a question for the-future. : 

35. Unmixed advantages would accrue from the amalgamation of the Supreme Courts 
of the two Colonies. ‘There would be abundance of work for the judges now presiding 
in each Colony. 

36. It is premature for me to address you respecting the disposal of the public officers 
who might be thrown out of employment on the union of the two Colonies. 

_37. I have now endeavoured to lay before you a scheme for the consolidation of British 
power and interest on the Pacific, and for the suppression of the lamentable antagonism 
existing between some of our fellow-subjects on that ocean. I am well aware that there 
are conflicting interests which I cannot hope to reconcile. ‘The way of pleasing all parties 
has not been discovered. The old system of union under a common Governor resident 
in Victoria broke down. The new one of entire separation seems intolerable to the 
politicians of Vancouver Island. Whether the arrangements I now suggest would be 
acceptable to the Colonists I am much inclined to doubt. Victoria would probably 
expect better terms, and British Columbia only wishes to be left alone. 

38. In a consideration of any suggestion I now venture to lay before you, I beg for 
the indulgence which a letter written abroad, without access to official papers, may fairly 
claim. 

T-have, &c. 
(Signed) FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 





No. 15. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from the Officer administering the Government to the Right 
Hon. Epwarp Carpwe.t, M.P. 
(No. 16). New Westminster, March 3, 1866. 
SIR, (Received May 14, 1866.) 
I nave the honour to forward a petition addressed to Her Majesty by certain 
merchants, miners, and others resident in British Columbia. 

2. The petition to which the signatures are attached was drawn up in Victoria in 
February 1865. Printed copies were very freely distributed, placarded on every wall, 
and left for signature at every public house. After a lapse of more than twelve months 
the petition has been presented to me for transmission, bearing the signatures of 445 
persons out of a white population estimated at 6,000, although every opportunity has 
been afforded, and I may say, some pressure has been brought to bear on the inhabitants 
as well as the migratory population, to swell the number of petitioners. 

The result of this attempt to foster discontent has thus proved a complete failure. 

3. The arguments used to arrive ata calculation of the taxation of the Colony in 1865 
are so fallacious as hardly to require explanation at length, more especially as the 
gentlemen who formed the deputation, on presenting the petition, stated to me that they 
were satisfied the calculations were incorrect, and that their only object in now presenting 
the petition rested in their desire for the union of the two Colonies. 
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4. I regret I am unable to furnish accurate statistics to refute the statement that the 
Chinese and Indian population “contribute in a very small proportion to the general 
“ revenue,” but I fully agree with the remarks made by the Chief Magistrate of this 
district in a letter, copy of which I enclose, that a very large share of the taxation is 
borne by these two races. | 

5. As regards the one object of the petition—the desire for union of this Colony and 
Vancouver Island,—{ am convinced from the information I received during my recent 
tour in the interior, that the people of the upper country care little whether there be 
union of the Colonies, or continued separation, and a petition of opposite effect to the 
one now forwarded would be signed by at least an equal number of the resident popu- 
lation. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed) ARTHUR N. BIRCH, 
&c. ad &e. 





Enclosure 1 in No. 15. 


To Her Most Gracious Majesty, Victoria, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
and the Colonies thereunto belonging, Defender of the Faith, &, &e. 


The humble Petition of the undersigned Merchants, Miners, Traders, Farmers, Packers, and others 
resident in British Columbia. 


Humbly sheweth: 
‘That your petitioners having expended a very large amount of capital and labour in exploring 
and developing the resources of the Colony, are deeply interested in its welfare and success. 

That in the absence of any reasonable expectations of a commensurate increase in the population or 
in the wealth of the country, to justify new burdens, they view with alarm the great increase in the 
amount of taxation proposed to be raised this year. 

That your petitioners estimate the resident population of British Columbia during the winter months, 
exclusive of the Chinese and Indian, who contribute in a very small prop rtion to the general revenue, 
at about 4,000 persons, and the summer population, leaving the Kootenay district out of calculation, 
regarding which they have no accurate information, at about 7,000 persons, and by averaging these 
figures, they arrive at 5,500 as the mean population of the country. 

In making any calculation of revenue or population, they are led to look upon the prospects of 
Kootenay as too problematical to be taken into consideration in allotting the average share of the 
general revenue which will be required from each individual resident in the older districts. There 
may be, for a week or two, 3,000 or 4,000 persons at these mines, and there may not be as many 
hundreds a few weeks later. Again, the licence fees and duties collected at the boundary line may 
give a handsome surplus, or they may not exceed the expenses incurred in collection. 

"That the revenue of British Columbia from ordinary sources is estimated at 153,615/., or 27/. 18s. 6d. 
per head, as against 110,8772. in 1863, when the mean population could not have been less than 6,500 
persons, the number of licence fees issued to free miners in that year being 4,066, consequently the 
proportion of taxation falling upon each individual did not exceed 17/. 12s. 

The total receipts for the present year, in aid of revenue, including balance of loan for making 
roads, bridges, and streets, are estimated at 230,255/., and the expenditure for 1865 is estimated at 
240,5251., or 431. 14s. 74d., while that of 1863 was only 147,598/., and allowing for the more numerous 
population, was only at the rate of 22/. 14s. 1fd., or slightly more than one-half. 

That this great increase in the burdens of a young country already heavily taxed, and with 
a reduced population, must necessarily fall injuriously on the mimer, who has to labour in the most 
inhospitable region of the Colony. Further, the climate of Cariboo is such that general mining 
operations are confined to about four months in the year; and it is only from the profits of this short 
season that the miner can accumulate the means of living during the winter, and providing funds to 
meet the demands which the Government makes upon him in the forms of a tariff, road tolls, licence, 
recording, and other fees, and a heavy tax upon his gold. 

That while your petitioners are fully aware of their obligation to contribute towards the support of 
the Government which affords them protection, and which they have hitherto done without complaint, 
they cannot help expressing their conviction that so large an increase of expenditure as is contemplated 
this year under the head of civil list, &c., is out of all proportion to the number of the producing 
population. ‘The total amount of salaries, &c., yoted in 1865 being 42,3172, against 28,590/. in 1863, 
and with the further sum of 4,826/. for travelling expenses, the total for this year is over 47,0004. 

That your petitioners believe that there are gold fields of vast wealth within the boundaries of 
British Columbia undiscovered, and which will employ a large population in their development, but 
these will require energy, industry, and enterprize to bring to light, and your petitioners believe that 
when added to the natural difficulties, there are fresh, unnecessary, and vexatious taxes imposed upon 
the miners who are the mainstay of the country, this industrious class will become discouraged and 
turn their steps to the neighbouring gold fields of Washington territory, Oregon, and California. 

That your petitioners are fully convinced of the necessity of legislative union between British 
~ Columbia and Vancouver Island, on fair and equitable terms. That the accomplishment of this event 
as soon as practicable is an indispensable requisite for the progress and prosperity of both. 

The following are some of the reasons which have lead your petitioners to take this view of the 
relative position of the two Colonies :— 

The mean population of the Colony of Vancouver Island cannot be computed at less than 7,500 
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persons, and this number added to that of British Columbia gives 13,000 as the united population of 
the two Colonies. If the ordinary revenue of each were added together, and the taxation allotted fairly 
amongst the inhabitants of both Colonies, it would so far equalize the weight of the present burdens, as 
to reduce the share of the miners of British Columbia by at least 107. a year. . _ ee 

There would be nothing unjust in such a redistribution of the burdens of the State, as the people of 
Vancouver Island partake of the prosperity of the miners of Cariboo quite as much as the inhabitants _ 
of British Columbia. . . ; 

The union of the two Colonies would also reduce the civil lists, which are now bearing heavily on 
both countries. ‘Ihe staff of officials will be lessened, and only one central Government would be 
required. é | Piers 5 

The people of Vancouver Island have expressed their willingness to unite with the sister Colony, 
and when your petitioners consider the proximity of the two countries, and their mutual dependencies 
upon each other, they cannot but believe that protracted separation will militate against the best interests 
of both, and weaken British influence in this portion of the Empire. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that your most Gracious Majesty may be pleased,to take.such 
steps as are necessary for an immediate reduction of the expenditure for this Colony, and for an early 
union of British Columbia and Vancouver Island under one government. ; 

And your petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray, &e. 


e 
Cl ee ell, ell oe 


Signed by 445 persons. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 15. 
The Macistratr, New Wesrminstek, to His Honour A. N. Brrcu. off 


My pear Mr. Bircu, : New Westminster, March 3, 1866. 

I HAVE made many inquiries, but I find it almost impossible to ascertain with any approach to ~ 
accuracy the proportion of exciseable articles used and consumed by the Indians in the Colony. ‘There 
are | believe about 10,000 Indians on Fraser River, and all of them in greater or lesser quantities use 
and consume exciseable articles. 

Many of the young men spend as much as $300 a year. The Indians now use almost everything 
used by white men but the chief- commodities which. they purchase are blankets, flour, tea, coffee, 
sugar, molasses, biscuits, dried apples, gunpowder, shot, muskets, axes, simple agricultural implements, 
vermillion, toys, cheap ornaments, and male_and female wearing apparel. = 

In the best shops in this town I am informed that the Indian women buy more dresses and finery 
than the white people of the place. 

A ; great number of the Indians from the United States: territory come here to procure their 
supplies. y — 

I am very sorry that,I cannot afford you more precise information on this subject ; but of this you may 
feel assured, that a very large proportion of the taxation is paid by theIndian and Chinese population 


of the Colony. 7 
I have, Ge. 
— (Signed)  C. Brew. 
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Cory of a DESPATCH from the Orricer ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT to 
the Right Hon. Epwarp Carpweti, M.P. 
(No. 41.) 


Sir, New Westminster, British Columbia, April 28, 1866. 


(Received June 14, 1866.) 

I wave the honour to forward a memorial presented to me this day for trans- 
mission. The Municipal Council request me to forward their memorial by the mail 
steamer leaving within a few hours. I am consequently unable to comment on the 
several subjects brought forward. Mr. Seymour's presence in England will render this 
of little importance. ' . 

2. Rumours are continually reaching this Colony of secret sessions of the Assembly of 
Vancouver Island on the subject of union of these Colonies, and of resolutions and repre- 
sentations being constantly forwarded to Her Majesty’s Government adverse to the 
interests of British Columbia. The Municipal Council of this city consider the silence of 
British Columbia may be taken as apathy, hence the origin of the memorial. 

3. I cannot agree with the memorialists that the union of Vancouver Island with British 
Columbia will be “ contrary to the well-understood wishes of the people.” 

I have already stated my conviction that the majority of the inhabitants in the upper 
country care little whether there is union of the Colonies or continued separation. 

All classes are, however, united in the opinion that the present uncertainty as regards 
the future of these Colonies is seriously interfering with the progress of both. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR N. BIRCH. 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., 
&c. &c. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 41. 


Cory of a Resolution in relation to a Memorial to the Secretary of State for the Colonies respecting 
union with the Colony of Vancouver Island, adopted by the Municipal Council of the city of New 
Westminster, April 26th, 1866. 


Resolved,— 

That the report of the committee be adopted, and that a copy be prepared by the clerk, to be signed 
by the president and clerk of this Council, and to have the corporate seal attached thereto, and that the 
president appoint a special committee to wait upon his Honour the Administrator of the Government 
with the request that the contents of the memorial be sent home by telegraph; at the same time asking 
his Excellency to explain to the Secretary of State for the Colonies that, had time permitted, the 
memorial would have been signed by the colonists generally. 

Tuomas McMicxine, 
Clerk. 
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Memorial from 
Municipal 
Council of New 
Westminster, 
26th April 
1866, in 
original, 


Despatch to_ 
Secretary of 
State, No. 16, 
of 3rd March 
18€6. 

Vide Papers 
presented 31st 
May 1866, 
Page 42, 
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2 UNION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA AND VANCOUVER ISLAND. ‘ 


Bema 1° the Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, &c., &e., dc. 
CoLuMBIA (1.s.) 
Vv ral Tur Memorial of the Municipal Council of the city of New Westminster in council assembled, 
ANCOUVER 


Istanp. Humbly sheweth— vy: ‘ . . 
= That the people of British Columbia are and have always been strongly opposed to union with 


Vancouver Island. cs 

That such opposition has been expressed by petition, through a delegate, and by resolutions unani- 
mously passed during two different sessions of the Legislative Council. 

That the people of this Colony have heard with regret that Her Majesty’s Government has decided 
upon uniting the Colonies of British Columbia and Vancouver Island contrary to the well-understood 
wishes of the people of the former Colony. 

That, should Her Majesty’s Government persist in carrying out this determination, your memorialists 
would respectfully but earnestly submit the following :— 

lst. That the capital of the united Colonies should be permanently fixed by an Act of the Imperial 
Parliament at New Westminster. ‘The site of this city was, your memorialists believe, wisely 
selected by a commissioner sent out by Her Majesty’s Government, and specially charged with 
that duty ; received its name direct from Her Majesty, and was officially proclaimed as the 
permanent capital by a statute law of the Colony (vide the Proclamation of 14th February 
1859). This fact induced large investments, which would not otherwise have been made. 
The capital could not now be disturbed without breaking faith with the people, and inflicting 
gross injustice upon large-vested rights; and it could not be transferred to Victoria—the 
extreme south-western limit of Vancouver Island—without entailing serious inconvenience 
upon the people of British Columbia, and reviving those feelings of dissatisfaction and discon- 
tent so painfully felt prior to the establishment of a distinct government in this Colony ; while 
to leave the location of the capital an open question, to be dealt with by the united Legislature, 
would inevitably give rise to agitations and disputes calculated seriously to disturb the har- 
mony, and jeopardize the peace, of both sections of the country, and which could only be 
ultimately settled by a direct reference home. 

2nd. That in the event of union being forced upon British Columbia, the people feel that they have a 
right to expect that their interests and just claims will receive due consideration at the hands of 
Her Majesty’s Government, and that the question of the capital will not be left open as a bone 
of contention, but that it will be finally and for ever set at rest by the establishment of New 
Westminster as the capital of the united Colonies. 

3rd. That, in fixing the basis of representation, due regard should be had to the larger territory, 
resources, and revenue of British Columbia, and that in any representation which may be con- 
ferred, this Colony would be fairly entitled to enjoy at least two-thirds thereof. 

Ath. That a uniform fiscal system for the united Colonies is absolutely essential to the successful and 
harmonious administration of the government. To maintain free trade on Vancouver Island, 
and a customs tariff in British Columbia, would give rise to fiscal complications and local 
jealousies which would entail interminable difficulties here, and perpetual perplexity to Her 
Majesty's Government at home. Your memorialists, therefore, believe that a uniform customs. 
tariff would form the safest and most satisfactory basis of revenue for the united Colonies. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. . 

Signed by direction and on behalf of the Council. 
W. J. ArMsTRONG, 
. President. 

City of New Westminster, British Columbia, Tuomas McMickine, 

April 26th, 1866. Clerk. 


LONDON : 
Printed by Georce E. Eyre and Wii11am Sporriswoopz, 
Printers to the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty. 


For Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
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